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Abstrad of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council axentbed under 
ae gee: Sa of the Government of India, Act, 1915, 


a Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 3rd February, 1920, at 11 a.m. 
Present: 
His Cicily tHE Ries Hon’ste Lawrence Joan Lumiry Duns, 
Earu -oF RONALDSHAY, G.C.LE., Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, presiding. >= 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Waeeuer, K.C.1.e., 0.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Commina, C.8.1., Citas ox 
1) The Hon'ble Sin CHARLES Steveson-Moone, K.C.1.Be ©.V,0. 
| ~The Hon’ble Mr. H. L, Srmpnenson, O.8.1., C.1.E. 
The Hon'ble Masou-Gieneral, W.,Hy B. Rowinsox, c.0., 1.08 
The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Mowauan. t 
“© Hon'ble’ Me. L, 8. 8. omar, cite. 
_ Pho Hon'ble Mu. G. N. Ror 4 re 


~The Hon'ble Mr. A. Mann. | oe M4 « ' ey 5 








Po Spammer A) bet CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 18, 1920, 
oP: Sacco ne nie aaa aa — a et eee —=? : 
=) ; ‘} Ke eee Questions and eneeere: tas 4 wd 
Fann aerate LIST OF BUSINESS—iTEM No. 1, : 
Se gee oe eee Ce ALLEGIANCE. : 
Oy ee WP ae : i, : $ : “3 Sha % % * 
Geter ~The Hon'ble Mr. Cathcart’ and the Hon'ble MiyGrazebrook auade an 
_ oath of their allegiance to the Crown. - 
__- LIST OF BUSINESS_iTEM No. 2. 
_ STARRED QUESTIONS. 
The following questions which had been starred were put and 
answered. :— ips ae Y *“ 
By the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— ' a 


“| 
a) Are the Government aware that the teachers of the Lower Primary Aires Be 
and pper Primary Schools in the district of Rajshahi are put to hardsnip [ipinds in 
on account of the unnecessarily long~ delay which oceurs in paying their 


Lower Ptimary 
stipends regularly every month ? , othe Bi 
__ (0) -[s this the case in other districts of Bengal? 
. (ec). Under what system are the stipends now paid? * , 4 : ; 
aa (2) How many primary schools are under the control and supervision 


of each Sub-Inspector of Schools, and what control and supervision do the 
district boards exercise over these schools? 


ye SG) ‘Is there any reason wh stipends could not be paid by the Sub- 
Inspectors ditectly on the bills vaibinitted to them by the teachers ‘within the 
first week of every month? 
(f) Are all the Sub-Ins Ctors of Primary Schools bound to act under 

- the direction and contro! of ae hdr, of Schools? 


(9) If so, in what particular “matters are the Sub-Inspectors subordinate ag | 
to the district boards ? Me 


— (kh) Is there any reason why the district boards Should ‘not have their - 
own Sub-Inspectors to act under their direct control and supervision ? 


_-() Is any inconvenience felt under the present system of what appears 8 
to fetes of control over the Sub-Inspectors / 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. CMa er ogy : ~ a aS 

s (a) ‘The answer is in the negative. Stipends in the Rajshahi district gO 

_ are patd quarterly to teachers of all Upper rimary and Lower Primary ie 

Schools, except the Board Primary Schools, in which they are paid moptbhly. re 
The payment of stipends is delayed a 


i Lyn : occasionally in the first quarter of the _ 
fe financial vear, when the rates of stipends are revised. ] 
. ~-(b): The: ocedure is the same i ér districts of Bengal. No specific 
‘com ‘ 4 iets g delay in, Payment as been received, ~ d 
____(¢) Bills for stipends are drawn: Sub-Tnspectors of’ Schools each i 
er, and subn to the District Roce The bills, When passed by the a 
si t B B presented through the treasury to the post office with se 
i money orders for the amounts due ais 
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~ Sh Oe ik, _ sartag hs oo pn 
: Question and Answers. aii ‘ ye ye { Sof 
d) A Sub-Inspector has on the average - about ' 200 Primary Schools 
we: is supervision. ‘The Hon’ble Member is referred to 12o0f the 
educational rules issued by. Government ‘=clauses (j) and (q) of see- 
tion 138 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Lot regarding: eB 8 Schools. 
io managed and maintained by a. ‘Board, viz. 
peg to the Bee control of the ‘Department, t died shall 
“fave: wi atd to these schools the following ge in a vddition to thoes 
‘ conferred on by section 62 of the Act:— eect aes 


‘ (1) of deciding where new schools shall be and t the n 
’ “in which accommodation for hen oe abet ve pioied 
sanction of 


“such school. shall be opened with : 
Director of Public Instruction, to ps “obtained sets i 


- * Inspector; Ze re 
‘ (2) of transferring or closing oxielthig i a 
‘ (3). of fixing the class and the standard of cl rig every ry sch : 


“sthool: the selection to be made from oleae standar' i 
“ recognized by the Department; 2 : 


* (4). of fixing, sd by to such limitations as may be beta time to time 


prescribed by the Department, the rate of monthly a Be 
» and r-adminion Tt fees to be paid by pupils in every: , 
* school.’ 


In schools direct nA managed “a the District Boards the teachers. are 
appointed, transferred. or removed by the Bose The phe. ang Depart-— 
ment prescribes £ curriculum-and issues a list of seers books, while the 
inspecting officers are officers of the Department and not of the Boards; but , 
the Department exercises no direct control over the. distribution of grants by 
the Boards, and the latter dispose of the recommendations of ie igi ae 
officers and may increase or reduce the grants 4 pesed 5 


_(e) Since Sub- ub Iaabectors of Schools do not Soutrot tases money. 
hag cannot pay ‘stipends direct on the bills presented pag the teachers. 
further objection tothe system of monthly ayotat wo muald be the increase of 

work which would be thrown on the Sub-Inspectors, District Boards and 

ffices, while each teacher gurw would lose: an anna monthly as the money 
order commission is deducted from stipends. eee 
(f) The answer is in the affirmative. : a ie aa 


 (g) The relations ‘of Sub-Inspectors of Schools to vi Chaitman of a 
District Board are defined by the following rules:— 
(a) Sub-Inspectors of Schools are under. the ‘Atinist acai of the 


/ Education Department, but at the same time they ae 
to work in co-operation with District Boards. tine A ast 


therefore, loyally carry out the ae of the Chairman 
er a ghee In Spang epee alty or doubt arisin a 
Hee ma’ ‘bk 
Public ipsttantion mr dng se tasieotat epee 
_ (db) The Chairman: of a a ae 
BE ov hel a anticipation | of ¢ Ir 
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4 ‘ Questions andl, Answers. “aes Pio bet a 
ts which they may expect to receive, to. in G : 1e y Serva ts such 
Gi icepsdiors as have been appointed the soards. It” ‘be | ytomake 
a small financial adjustment with the Boards to meet ‘these altered pes aa Healer 
reducing the grant primary education to the ex ‘necessary to meet th scape 3s 
and allowances. of the Sub-Inspectors so absorbed m the F mn Department, and : 
grade the entire staff in one cadre. I am_to request at t Bi a tape tay commu. © 
nicated without delay to all District Boards, in const tion with whom the Director 
of Public Instruction will be requested to work out the necessary details. eae 
hh ‘ oe , 
By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
“WL. ey . 
Erosion of the (a) Is it a fact that re resentations have been made from time to time ~ 


town of Pab® +6 the Government by the inhabitants of the town of Pabna about the erosion 


by the river 


Padma, of the Padma and the threatened destruction of the town? = 5. 


(>) Have the Government. ascertained the extent of damage to the town 
of Pabna already caused by the Padma? ae 


(c) Have the Government taken any steps, or if they have not, are the 
Government porisislering the desirability of taking immediate steps for the 
protection of the town from any further ravages by the Padma? 


- (d) If the answers to clause (c) aré in the negative; will the Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for their inactivity in this matter$ 


wa* 


" 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— - 


(b) ‘The town itself has not suffered damage at present; but encroach- 
ment has been made on certain hamlets and agricultural land in the neigh- 
bourhood of the town. The extent of the encroachment has been ascertained. 


(c) Government have decided to construct a short length of protective 
revetment at a point on the river bank a little distance above the town which, 
it tevhoppd, méy have the effect of diverting the main current of the river 
outwards on the southern bank and _ thereby cause scour on that. side and. 
avert the erosive tendency of the river opposite the town. al i ee 
The proposed work is estimated to cost Rs. 2,60,000; and it is intended 


to complete the revetment before the coming flood season. 


¢ 
” 










. (ad) The question does not arise.” x eM AE dik tetra 
tat oe STEER ee RBG NS Bilge SE cere eee ert 
: t ey esis rl OES ose de tae j abil 
By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— = 
san ES St ee oe ee ee 
Recommenda- Will the 0 1 ut be pleased to state \ 


tions of the gf the Public Services Commission with : 
__fublic Services of Police are likely to be given effect to at an early 
regard to Deputy Pn rcghgt vee: 4 eb aad 


Superintendents ; . ae TORT m 
of Polive, ade § suid * Serna se 9 ae ee 
j iets fo a oe a id s: 9j ty ie 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


4 _‘* The Bengal Government ave eb ay 
: relating to De t Su i tent nts of ida) 
© _of State, she eal oteraae het aoa Tage a 


- 
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Questions: and Answers. 


r 
si +e 


*1V, te ty a on 


is craph ak ore Reem ae Aa : } r i : ‘ t , 
sa) Is it afact that the District Board and Municipal accounts are 


now audited by a s known as test audit, ie, accounts of any 4 months 


are audited, and that this is even done within a time limited by the depart- accounts. 


ment 


this change in the audit system ! 


(b) Is it a fact that the system of thorough anditing prevailed only a 
few years ago? ‘ ‘ 

(°) Will the Government be pleased to state what are the reasons for 
_ (d) Are the Government aware of an opinion that has been expressed 
that this system of test audit: cannot give thoroughness which is essential in 
District Board and Municipal accounts? 


(e) Are the Government considéring the desirability. of reintroducing 


the system of thorough audit ¢ 


Answer by the ‘Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


** (a) to (e) Government are fully ative to the necessity for a thorough 
audit of theaccounts of District Boards and Municipalities in order to detect 
and check laxity of supervision, dishonesty on the part of their executive 
staff and neglect of statutory rules as well as embezzlements and misappro- 
priation of money. ‘The accounts of these local bodies are audited for the 
whole year, but since 1916 there has been a test audit of payment vouchers 
for only four months of the year. The change was made as with the existing 
staff it was found to be impossible to audit the vouchers for the whole twelve 
months without work falling into arrears. A ‘stringent test audit of 
vouchers is an efficient method of audit and has certain advantages over a full 
routine audit. No complaints have been made by the local bodies against the 
system and the efficiency of audit has not been impaired.’’, 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
MA ms | 


ing paragraph which appeared in ‘a letter from Sir Leonard Rogers in the 
‘ate of the Bcientific Journal “‘ Nature ’’ of the 25th September last? 


a 

“With one exception, the cases in which I tried the gum solution were 
rather below the average severity, as is commonly the case in the rainy 
season, when the trial took place; yet several were Ait ehh, I should have 
expected to have recovered under hypertonic salines. Still more striking 


_ was the fact that instead of the great relief often resulting in sleep before the 


r 


ee 





to publish my resul 
_Bayliss’s method at the 


“A 
4 ye 


hypertonic saline injection is finished, the solutions were followed by 
nereasing distress, dificult of breathing, and cyanosis which soon compelled 
to aban paraireint 1 _ In view of the shortness of my trial, I decided not 

at once, in the hope that others might be more success- 

ful; but I have now learned that my friend, Lieutenant-Colonel A. Leven- 
ton, LM.S.. Lon mage tried solutions in accordance with. Professor 
ampbell Medical School Hospital, Calcutta, where 

well over one thousand cases have been treated in the first half of this year 
and Lieutenant-Colonel A. Leventon has authorised me to state, with various 
of the purest gum arabic up to 7 per cent. lis results have been in 

enititée agreement with mine, and he has’ also had to abandon the method. 
aa a ae the same distress and cyanosis which I saw, and the unexpecte:| 
of not mepsenes cases under the treatment, clearly indicating that 
‘solutions do not meet the physiological needs of cholera cases.” °° 
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(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the follow- Experiments 


on patients in _ 
hospitals, 
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; ; Questions cand Answers, 
~- .(e) Are the Government aware of the fact that-the Corporation used 
to depute two Inspectors of hackney-carri daily—.one to. Howrah and 
another to Sealdah Station—to assist the-public in. securing carriages ¢ 
_. (f) Will the-Government be pleased to state whether this prattice is 
still continued? If not, why not? . : 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson: — | 
‘* (a) The number of hackney carriages registered from the 15th Jily, 


1919, when the Department was taken over by the Commissioner of Police, 
to the 2ist January, 1920, is 1,561, viz.— : 


Ist class it . tat nehin dicks ev: 308 

2nd class Ss _ % ve 862 

3rd class sid ap ‘ ow’ nie ee 
(>) The number was 2/708 on the 15th July, 1919, viz.—- 

Ist class sa Ss ney air BIB 

2nd class panels er fs win 496 

3rd class ... ere ee urs ve 909 


er (*)) ‘Yes. Many hackney carriages which were found unfit for public 
use are now under repairs. mee 


(d) Licenses*issued by the Corporation of Calcutta under the old Act 
ceased to be in force after the 30th September, 1919. Precise informatidn 
as to the number which have been discontinued since the transfer of the contr 
to the police cannot be given until the present registration is completed. : 
From the 15th July, 1919, to the 80th July, 1919, thirty-nine licenses were ‘ 
cancelled. ; . 


(e) Yes. 
( f) The new Act is not at present in force in the town of Howrah. The 


Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, is unable at present to depute an officer 
to Sealdah from his limited staff.’’ i ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 


“Vil. ais 
(a) Is it a fact that a time scale of pay has recently been introduced in 
the Lower Division of the Bengal Secretariat ? he " ee lear 
division 


(6) What are the maximum and mihimum rates of pay and the rate of Sete the 
inerement per annum ? : , Secretariat. 


(c) Has. the of each clerk been ' fixed according to the number of 
years he has been ib the service of Government ? ; 


(d) Is it afact that many clerks have not benefited under this time 
scale as their past services have not been counted'so’as to enable them to 
have the full benefit of the scheme ? BE Metis § 4 


: -(e) Is it a fact that a time scala of pay has recently been. sanctioned in 
ine Lower Grade for the Accounts Offices, viz., the offices of the Accountant- 
General, ; Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs; and Deputy t 


Inoreave of the 
scale of pay of 


Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs?” 4? 

sg If so; will the Government be leased to state what are the rates of 
pay ‘tanotoned in these offices and i mal limit _ of increment 
/ inaril 'y ae * 


2 — 


Discontinnance 
of the sate of 
ferry tickets 
by the Port 
Commissioners 
ver certain 
routes, 


“Act, 1890, or by extending the no’ 
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Questions and Answers. ef 
-(g) Is it a fact that the work required of clerks in’these offices in the 

Lower Grade is more onerous and responsible than that of the Bengal 

Secretariat in the same grade? eo ee 


(h) Is it a fact that there was a paucity of candidates for the last © 


Secretariat Clerkship Examination? If so, will the Government ‘be pleased 
to state the reason for it? —~ 


(i) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of vacancies.in 
the Lower Grade for the_years 1917 and 1918 both in the Secretariat and the 
Acgountant-General’s Offices which were thrown open t@ competition and 
the number of candidates who appeared at the Competitive Examination? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


(a) Yes. 
(b) Maximum Rs. 125. 
Minimum Rs. 50. 
/ Rate of increment per annum Rs. 3. 
(c) Yes. 


(d) ‘ In all cases, except two, past services have been counted so as: to 
give them. the full benefit of the scheme. © In these two cases, service before . 
they entered the Secretariat has not been allowed to count.’ 


(e), (f) and (g) The information is being obtained from the offices 
mentioned. ‘ 


(h) No. There were 136 candidates for 31 vacancies, 


(i) In 1917 thére were 19 candidates for 10 vacancies in the Secretariat 
and in 1918, 16 candidates for 7 vacancies. Similar information regarding 
the Accountant-General’s office is being obtained.’’ 


By the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
VII wists aa tela cl Hiciea wi Mn oe 
(a) Are the Government aware. of the fact that considerable imeonve- 
nience has been caused to the residents of Baranagore, Ball , Uttarpara and 
Sibtolla owing to the discontinuance.of the sale of tickets by the Port Com- 
perm onlay their ferry service gorth of Howrah Bridge between Kalighat 
and Sibtolla ? orm Sieh aed 


() Will the Government be pleased to.state whether in this connection 

they have received any representation or memorial from the residents of the 

localities mentioned above ? , pile eh ET sw ALL ene meagan 
(c) Are the Government. considering the. desirability of taking any ~ 

measures for removing or mitigating he hacks and Jnconven i of 

the said residents, either by amending section 35 (7 4) of the Calcutta Port 
ing the northern Timits'of the Portt 


i t 


(2) Is it in the contemplation of the. Government, in the event of the zs 
uggested 


a 6 
» to | 
by co the 


extension of the Port Commissioners’ ferry. service as s 
bring about’ a settlement between the Port Cornciaciners and 
cipalities affected, who.have their own i , by 


unicipalities for the loss of income arising from the ¢ 
ferry service? fi discontinuance of tl eir. 
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- Questions and Answers, : ~ 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Gowley:— oan ; 

\“Ka) Yes. re gee 
“-(b) Yes: 


~(c) Government informed the memorialists that present -conditions 

. could not be remedied until either the law was amended or a change was 

made in the northern limits of the Port of Calcutta. It is probablegthat 

both the amendment of the Calcutta Port Act and the extension o the 

northern limits of the Port of Calcutta will come under. the consideration 
of Government at no distant date. 


_(d) In view of the answer to (c) above it will be seen that this question 
does not arise at present,’’ ¢ 


/ 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
*1X, 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the construction Construction of 
of a railway line from Jessore to Faridpur. is under contemplation ? rate eh 


-(b) Is it a fact that two possible routes have been su gested, viz., one * an 
along Jessore, Taragunge, Bhagarpara, Salika, Burnagati, Nohatta, Maham- 
madpore, Boalmari and Faridpur, and the’ other along Jessore, Taragunge, 
Bhagarpara, Salika, Bunagati, Bhabanhati, Magura, Nakole and Rajbari ? 


(c) Are the Government aware that the opening out of the railway along 
the first route would involve the construction of costly bridges near Maham- 
madpore and Pukhuria over the river Madhumati ? 


(@ Are the Government aware that the terminus of the firgt route is at > 
Faridpur which is some distance away from the river Padma, whereas the 

terminus of the second rehte is at Rajbari, where direct communication is 

easily available with the steamer services of Eastern Bengal and Assam? 


(e) Is it a fact that thefirst route is longer and is along low lying tracts 
of land which are subject to inundation during the monsoon and that the 
cost of construction would consequently be heavier ? 


( ) Are the Government aware of the fact that the first route commands 
six important markets while the second commands 354 


(g) Are the Government aware that the Delta Despatch Steamer Service _ 

through Khulna serves the traffic from the three important markets proposed 
to be served by the first route of the railway ? | ae 

_. (h) Ave the Government aware that the second route besides serving 35 oat 
important. markets which are practically unapproachable by steamers. will 
also command a considerable amount of passenger and goods traffic in view of 
the fact that it connects the Subdivisional i and its suburbs with 
the District, Headquarters ? . : 


(7) Are the Government aware that the second route does not, clash with 
the conveniences afforded by the J. J. Railway authorities as they have taken 
in hand the extension of their line to Sailkupa in a direction almost opposite 
Magura and that the important places proposed to be served by this route 
e more than 15 miles away from the J. J. Railway and have no means of . 
‘ommunication to feed them? _ stake ies as ny 
abies re ry Pst} ; > Hy 5 

__— (j) Are the Government: considering the feasibility of accepting the 
_ second route? = Ei 83 ng ; 
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Epidemic of 


cholera in the 


ton districts 


of Northern 


Bengal. 


Insanitary 
condition of 


_ Kurseong. 


12° 
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Answer by 


(Questions and Answers. 
the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:-— 


x 
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‘ ram tes &, 


‘“ (a) The proposition of a railway to connect. Jessore with Faridpur 


is engaging 


the attention of the Railway Board under the Government. of 


India. It is understood that construction is not contemplated at present. 
(b) Yes. li. 
(c) Yes. 
‘(d) No decision has yet been made in regard to the location of the 
terminus of either route. The town of 'F aridpur is, however, at no great 
distance from the river Padma. pata ; 
(e), (f), (#4) and (7) The actual alignment on either route has not yet 
been settled; so that the allegations contained in these questions cannot be 
said to be facts. 


(g) There is a steamer service in the neighbourhood — of the markets 
sdecal: 


(j) Preliminary inquiries have been mate and the information ‘obtained 


has been communicated to the Government of India 


now rests.”” 


i. 


(a4) Are the Government aware of the s 


, with whom the matter 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. es poms 


(Answers to. which were laid on the table.) 
By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A, Irwin:— 


cholera which occurred in the tea districts of Northertt 
the Darjeeling Terai, during April, May and June last 


(6) Wl the Government be pleased to state wh 
been taken, in anticipation of the probable ‘r 
during the next hot weather, when conditions a 


tion, to cope 


(c) If not, will the Government be 


with and isolate it as far as possible? 


erious and fatal epidemic of 


Bengal, especially in 


ether any steps have 
rudescence of the disease 
avourable for its propaga- 


pleased to say whether they are 


cousidering the desirability of directing that the same shall be undertaken 
under the supervision of the Sanitary Commissioner of the: province ? ; 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


* (a) The answer is in the affirmative. ©, 


(°) and (c) Copies of various notes on the. prevention of ‘cholera were 
circulated through the agency of the Darjeeling and Duars Planters’ Asso- 


ciations to the man 


» 


rs of the tea gardens in the affected areas. Arrange- 


- 


ments are being made by the Sanitary Commissioner for keeping in stock es, 


supply of cholera vaecine for issue’to the tea 


tions from 
circulated.’’ 


tary conditions 
of Dr. C..A 


Dixon, late 


* 


By the Hon'ble Mr. H.R. A. Irwin: — 


dens on receipt of requisi- 


them; and copies of the instructions for its use have’ 


? 


vy 


Th 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to thee 
prevalent in the town of Kurseong testified to by the re 


x Bentley, Sani: ner of ries 
Civil Medical Officer, Kurseong, and Mr. J 


Se ps9 






, the late Dr. R. V.- 





ALL. Swan, 168, 


- 
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* ig artes Questions and Answers. 

Deputy Commissioner of the district, and verified in the annual reports of 

person, sno oe a a RU ee " 

_ (b) Will the Government be pleased to state— > aceeet. = 

~~ _=(i) what steps are being taken to place the town’ in a more sanitary 
eS condition; - Sew at, 

(ii) what reply, if any, has been given to the proposals of the late 

i ~. Chairman,.Mr. R. B. Addis, for the improvement of the town; 


" (iii) what reply, if any, has been given to the request of the Commis- 
. sioners for a grant from provincial funds to meet the expenses 
attendant on the appointment of a special sanitary officer for at . 
* least three years? 


* 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— — 
(a) The answer is in the affirmative. 


(b) (i) Government have sanctioned a sewerage project for the town 
of Kurseong, and have given a grant of Rs. 50,000 and a loan of Rs. 30,000 
towards the-execution of the scheme. The work has been undertaken by 
the Sanitary Engineer and is in progress. Py 

(ii) The proposals of the late Chairman, Mr, R. B. Addis, for the 
improvement of the town have been recently submitted to Government and = 
are now under consideration. é 


(iii) No proposal to this effect has been received by Government. It 

* is understood that the Commissioner has pointed out to the Municipalit 
that before such an officer can be entertained it is necessary that Part B 
of the Bengal Municipal Act should be extended to the municipality. The 
Commissioner has ic 8 en the Municipal Commissioners to 
submit a roposal to extend Part XI-B of the Bengal Municipal Act to the 
municipality.’ ~~ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


go> ‘ i om ‘ e A 
: (a) Will the Government be pleased-to lay on the table a statement Girls’ schools 
showing :— in Bomgel, 


' +s 
subdivisional headquarters; 


(ii) the year in which they were started; 
(iii) the status of the schools’(i.e.;* whether they teach up to Middle 
English or Matriculation standard); 
(iv) the number of girls'on the roll, and ai 
(ve) the amount of Government grant to each school ¢ 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of the district 
headquarters which have no High $ 1 for girls? s Pepe re 
' (c) Are the Government considering the desirability of founding High 
Schools for girls in those districts in which there are’ no such 
schools? ctl, "a y 
_ Anwar by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malloy:— | . 
 “* (a) A statement is laid on the library table. . 
*__.(b) ‘Dhere are highischools for girls at four-of the district headquarters, - 
fiz., Dacca, Chittagong, Mymensingh and Darjeeling. ae 


= 


(?) all bank a schools which now exist in Bengal in the district and 


a 


ie 


. call 
. - 
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(c) When the, enrolment of a girls’ middle school at a district head- 
quarters where there is no high school is sufficient to justify such a , Gov- 
ernment are prepared to consider sympathetically the question of raising its 
status to that of a high school.”’ , ‘ A 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— ’ 


4. 
ee (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the following particu- 
lars relating to."* the evening classes at the coal-fields ’’ referred to in reply 
to unstarred question No. 17 of the meeting of the 19th November, 1919;— 
(7) the number of such classes, F 
(Zi) the names of places where they are held, 
(iii) the course of instruction imparted, 
(iv) the nuniber of teachers employed, 
(v) the qualifications of such teachers, 
(vi) the number of persons receiving instruction, and 
(nti) the total amount of money spent in the current year for such classes 4 
(b) What improvement, if any, do the Government contemplate making 
in these classes ¢ : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
 (a)-(i) and (iii) There are two grades of evening classes, viz:— ; 
(A) for English-knowing employés in the coal mines. The instruc- 
tion is designed to ftepare them for a pearing at the colliery 
7 managers: examination (2nd class) which is conducted by a 


Board under the presidency of the Chief Inspector of Mines 
in India. 
(B) for vernacular-speaking men employed in mines. The instric- 


. tion is of a simple character and no definite syllabus is pre- 
scribed; the course is designed for sirdars and overmen hoping 
to become permit holders. : 


(ii) Classes of ihe A are held at three centres in Bengal, viz., Desher- 
garh, Raniganj and Jamuria.: Classes of grade B are held at two centres 
in Bengal, viz., Kalipahari and Charanpur. : 


(iv) Two teachers are employed in Bengal. 


(v) Grade A classes are at present taught by a part-time local lecturer, 
who is the manager of a large colliery. : 


; Grade B classes are taught by the Instructor in Mine S$ i 
Civil Engineering College, Sib : ees : . aha, i a 


pur. 
— (ei) The numbers enrolled during the last’ session were— 
Grade A Oa Ae ey ee ¢ 
Grade B ‘ a7 


It is not possible to give dehnite ; res for the ur t eS 
students are constantly oh  aiaagae figu ; current session, as new 
c 


vii) The provision for lasses in th FR  Ppaiee 
salient 2 e o SMEROE YORE 6 Dodgot ae we 
ie i <2 gtr tia i 
ade per i ' “a tng MOD Fae 
Grade B at eae aoe 98 


oghihe : As the classes are still proceedi : ea sickens ‘etic iui 
: involved up to date cannotibe given, © oe : wot she expenditare 


a : ] 


a 5 . ‘ ‘eal 


polee 
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(b) The improvements. contemplated in these classes are’on the lines 
recommended in 1914 by a Committee under the presidency of Sir D. J. 
MacPherson. A copy of the report of this Committee is laid on the library 


table.”” 


: 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


5. # 

(a) Will the Government b€ pleased to state what is the scheme now 
under the consideration of the Government for improved accommodation 
_ for Sibpur College?” 


(b) What amount has been actually allotted or is proposed to be allotted 
for the execution of the scheme? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— -- 


_ _ “ (@) The scheme ingyen the acquisition and reclamation of land 
and the erection of new buildings for col ege purposes which will enable 
additional accommodation to be provided for the students and staff. The 
new buildings contemplated isietaids a new barrack for Anglo-Indian students, 
an assembly and examination hall, an extension of _ the electro-technical 
laboratory, new cook-rooms, godowns and cooly lines. 


(b) It is proposed to make an allotment of 2 lakhs for the purpose in 
1920-21,” ; 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
6. an \ 
Will the Government be pleased to state who are the proprietors of—, 
(1) the Meenglas Tea Estate in the district of Jalpaiguri, 
(2) the Singaran-Toposi Collierfes in the district of Burdwan, and 
(3) the Banka Valley in the district of Burdwan? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
‘‘ (1) The Meenglas Tea Company, Limited. 
2) The Singaran Colliery belongs to the Singaran Coal Syndicate; 
the North Singaran Colliery belongs to ‘Babu S. Chowdhury of Raniganj; 
and the Toposi Colliery is owned by the Bansra Coal Company, Limited. 
~ (3) The Banka passes through several villages owned by the following 
proprietors ;— 
The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
Babu Kirti Chandra Dau. 
Babu Biswa Nath Tewari. 
’ Dil Deyi Debi. 
-Mahammad Abdus Samad. e 
‘Durges Nandini Debi. 


ao) 


SONAR RS we 


Saha Ali Mohammad. 

Syed Mohammad Mohammad. 

10. Chandra Sekhar Zemindari Company Limited. 
- 11. Babu Nritya Gopal Sing. he 

“12. Babu Akshoy Kumar Pal. Bars 

_ 13. Babu Siba’ Das Chaudhuty. > 
_ 14. GP. Militus, Esq. fe we 

~ 


* 
« 


- 


° 
The State of the late Raj Krishna Singh. ~ 4 


Improved 
accommodation 
for Sibpur 
College. 


Proprietors of 
certain estates, 


ne ee. — naa g Pcs = 
; Fen seers): x ‘ Dayne S 
pea ‘ Ld Se ’ - “+ a tae ties : ma: 1 
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4 15. Syed Makbul Elabi. ° }, hee ie ee 
16. Abdul Ohid Bara. : Ne #78 SR a 
17. Babu Panchanan Nandi. eS eae 
18. Nanda Lal Bhaduri. Hilson eapaaeteee Fe 
19. Babu Dina Bandhu Nandi.” - : pel ¥ 
By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— Bs 
: en < . 
Expenditure by Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
‘district boards ing what percentage of the total income of eich district board in Bengal 
> thera has been spent during the last five years on :— ; ; 
(4) medical relief; Hi Plait 
(b) roads: 
(c) khals; : 
(d) tanks and wells; and : 
(¢) primary education ¢ sia - 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. 0’Malley:— b 


“ Statements giving the infortmation asked for under heads (a), (b) and 
(e) are laid on the table. It is regretted that it is not possible to furnish 
sifmilar information in regard to heads ) and (d) as statistics of the expen- 
diture under those heads are not available.’’ 


Statement referred to in the Answer to Question No. 7 (unstarred). 


A. a > 
percentage of District Board income-spent on General Medical Establishments ‘and 
hospitals.and dispensaries. 




























District Boarp, | 1918-19, 
Burdwan ry] 56 5-4 ‘ 
Birbhum 9 | rh Wem emer He 
Bankara inp ab ‘ 48 49° 44 Pgs 
Midnapore | 32 | 46 35 7 “? 
Hooghly 16)" 10-4 12:3 ‘pais 
Howrah os. 68° | te 
24-Pargands 30. | Oe: 4. 
ai Nadia | _ 50 | ey ago ee 
Murshidabad sa | pe 60. | a7. 
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Khulna sae vid “oe | 88 ie 
Dacea * Po Raa he ee = Ra, oa 
Mymensingh ... oe BS | &4 8:2 ee 
Faridpur qs a : 47 50 : 84 
Bakarganj BY ec: qige 3 fein Bh ies | 
ig * Chittagong 1. " sa ae ‘ | 
ee : Mud ont 
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Jalpaiguri © er yed 30. 4. 29 ; a0 | a1 
Br Reape es Seige ES gig seg <i 15 1 105 | 14 
eee er wif AT. cf OS oa, Th. (89 
“Pabna eee, Os Moe, ; ge aa CR OS Sie “BS f° 39 
Malda iN ear eC cage ae ee ee ik 187 
“Statement vfervd to-in the Answer Question No. 7 fe 
B. eed 
Percentage-of District Board income spent on communications. eit 
" Pmurdwan eae 398 
Birbhum = ? 299 
Bankura. ou. 27:3 
Midnapore’ —... 518 
‘Hooghly >. “) 36-4 
Ri ieilrteseee 42:5 
: 24-Parganaa fe 300 
Nadia i 316 
Fi ha 
Marshidabed .., 31-4 
‘Jessore i 22° 
Khuina praees 366 
Dacca 29-8 
; Myuebeiaile: soe 39°3 
" Parldpar ae 29-0 
Bukerganjs ies a 315 
_ Chittagong crea am 41-9 
- Tippera * 2 brink 31-0 
“* Noakhali ss, 347 
365 
32:0 7 
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__. By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: she 
ie carte | | i | 


__ .- Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars about oe Basie 
the Joint Technical Board, namely: r “oe ace 
“ er (a) the history, of its formation, ive., the facts and circumstances lead- 
ag eat ing to its formation; ; : 
(b) the ordinary functions of the Board; 
~~». (e) the names of the members of the Board; and : : : 
2. (@) the remuneration or emolument of the members? . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— - ‘ies 
“ (a) Prior to the formation of the Joint Technical Examination Board, 


the overseer aid gnb-overseer examinations of the Apprentice Department i 
.of the Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, were conducted by members of the $e | 
staff of that College, and until 1902 all institutions in the old provinces of | 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal. and Assam. teaching up to-the overseer or sub- __ i 


overseer standards took these examinations. In the year 1902 the Bihar Fs 
School of Engineering was given permission to conduct its own’ examinations eA 
independently of the Civil Engineering College, Sibpnr. The certificates, 
awarded to successful students of the Civil Engineering College, #ibpur, and 


of all the technical schools affiliated to it. were si ned by the Principal of ss 
the Sibpur College, while those awarded to successful students of the Bihar = 
School of E “apg, Pea signed by the Principal of the Patna College and tae 
countersigned by the Director of Public Instruction: Thus overseer and sub- - 4 
Overseer certificates were awarded on the results of two different sets of or 
examinations, controlled by two practically. independent bodies, viz., the oe | 


Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, and the Bihar School of Engineering. It ry 
was considered desirable that the certificates should represent similar quali- 
fications throughout the two provinces and this result could not be attained 

unless the examinations were controlled by a single authority. It was also ra 
felt that technical education had outgrown the.then svstem of examinations 
and that the latter should -be improved. In. these circumstances the Board 
was first constituted in 1908. pig f 


_ () The funetions of the Board are— eo |G 
(4) to a: Shag overseer and sub-overseer examinations in Benga! a 
bi and Bihar and Orissa, and such other examinations as may % 


from time to time be placed under the control of the Board: © 
__. (2) to notify the results of these examinations to the respective Govern- ie 
ae _ ments and also to the institutions affiliated to the Board; = 
U (ti?) to appoint examiners for these examinations ; : : ; 
_., (#2) to receive arid consider the reports of examiners; e 
ine (v) to issue to candidates successful at these examinations certificates aa 
signed by the President of the Board and also to issue practical 
. training course certificates to those candidates who have com- 
pleted recognised courses of practical training to the satisfac- 
tion of the d;and tot ae ' 
" (vi) to advise Government with reference to the syllabuses of studies 
- +... to be, followed in the Classes preparing for examinations con- 


seat 


» > yt ducted by the Board. . Ha gi : 

8 eb ee TASEe AVE Meet A pment cycle. beg Si e Rio do si 

(9 The members of, the Board are— Bae fiesan 
Acne Me | Ea-offivio President. — ipa tg AP 

| Seo Chitet Engines,” Roads’ Zand’ Buildings Branch, Public Works. =- 
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Pont of 
Assistant 


Surgeon, 


Narayanganj 
Victoria 


/ _ Hospital. 


The Subordinate 
Civil Service. 


‘ . 


- resolution moved by the Hon’ble Babu 8. N. 
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Kasopicio Members: poke: hitialt SALA 


Principal, Civil Engineering College, Sabpars 2 Ay ipl eal 
Principal, Bihar School.of Engineering. ~ ae : 
Head Master, Dacca School of Engineering. - 

Superintending Engineer, Sone.Circle, Arrah. 


- 


Sm F Sts 


Ex-officio Secretary. 


7. Superintendent of Industries and Inspector of Technical and 
fndustrial Institutions, Bengal. ie f 


(d) The members receive no remuneration or emoluments for their duties 


. 


in connection with the Board.”” ’ aa 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— : 
9. b ‘ : : 
(a) Is it a fact that it has been proposed to abolish the post of Assistant 
Surgeon in charge-of the Narayanganj Victoria, Hospital ? : 


(b) Are the Government aware that the peopleof Narayanganj are very 
strongly against the proposed abolition ! rq 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of dropping the 
proposal ? eee sie to es eh vn Sd 


” 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:—_ 


‘* (a) There is no proposal before Government for the abolition of the 
post of assistant surgeon at Narayanganj. An application was submitted 
ry the Secretary, European Doctor's Fund, Narayanganj, to the Surgeon- 
General (through the Civil Surgeon of Dacca) to the effect that the Euro- 
pean doctor maintained by private subscriptions might be appointed to 
the charge of the Narayanganj hospital and jail in place of the assistant 
surgeon,, The municipality has been asked to express their opinion regard- 
ing the proposal. ee ates pieee: 
Narayanganj, protesting against the abolition of the post of assistant surgeon 
has been received. Li ° _ 
_» (¢) Government are awaiting the opinion of the Narayanganj muni- 
cipality.”’ : is ion Wi MaPr .74 a 


op py 


(b) A copy of a resolution adopted at a meeting of the Bar sae : 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:—— 


10. b gi onnipaer te ' spi tigi bea St 
AO) Will the Government be pleased to state what action has been taken 
or 


Superintending Engineer, Eastern Circle. — cmee ts oe 


improvement of the pay and prospects and terms and conditions of. 


service of the Subordinate Civil Service m meet dn accordance with the 
and 


ment in this Council on the 4th July, 1919! =. = 
() Has any scheme been formulated reg 
ORE rach cr ih 


tions of promotion relating to the abote service’ 
, eae 2 1 y mS 


agreed'to by Govern- 
arding the pay and the condi- 


Wo 


ud arent 
sc Aare 
: r s " ME A Sa tai 
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: ae < 
~ -(¢) Will the Government be pleased to. state whether they are prepared 
to invite public opinion and the opinion of the members of the service 
stigma on any scheme which has been or may be formulated for the 
Subordinate Civil Service as has been done in «the case of the Provincia! 
Services in Bengal ¢ : ‘ wt 
(d) Have the Govéfnment considered the recommendations.in the report 
on the Indian Constitutional Reforms regarding the Subordinate Services to 
which the Attention of this Council was drawn by the Hon’ble Babu S. N. Rav 
in his resolution on the 4th July, 1919? : 


*> co » 
(e) If not, have the Government any such praneeee now under consi- 
deration in connection with the improvement of the Subordinate Civil Service 
in Bengal ¢ f 


-  (f) If the amalgamation of the Subordinate Civil Service with the 


Provincial Exeeutive Service be not considered practicable by Government ~ 


now, will the Government be pleased to state whether they intend to 
consider the recommendations of the Pyblic Services Commission on the 
subject of the pay’of the services manned by graduates, having in view the 
observations ate hy the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr in his reply to the resolntion 
moved by the Hon’ble Babu 8. N. Ray? - 


(g) Will the Government. be pleased to state whether they have 
considered the question of the introduction. of a time scale pay for the 
Subordinate Civil Service, as referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr in reply 
to the resolution mentioned above ¢ 


— 
— 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“ (a), (b). (¢), (@), (e), (f) and (gy). The orders of the Government of 
_ India regarding the future recruitment, emoluments and conditions of service 
of the Provincial Civil Service have not yet been received, and the general 
position is still as stated by the Hon’ble Mv. Kerr in his speech on the resolu- 
tion referred to namely, that no substantial investigation of the problem of 
the future of the Subordinate Civil Service can be taken up until the orders 
regarding the service to which it is ancillary have been received. Govern- 
ment have, however, in the meantime undertaken a preliminary review of the 
problem, and are now engaged in formulating such conclusions as are pos- 
sible regarding the future recruitment work and emoluments of the dabee- 
dinate Civil Sewisa. Commissioners and heads of departments, at their 
conference in October last, furnished Goverment with their views on several 
leading points that were referred to them; a more detailed examination is 
. now in process, and further action will be decided upon on its completion. 
Full consideration will be given to_all relevant recommendations. contained 
in the report of the Public Services Commission and the report on Indian 
Constitutional Reforms.”’ ap 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — ‘ 


11, os ; 

With reference to the assurance given by the Hen’ble Mr. Kerr to 
this Council on the 4th July, 1919, that the question of promotion from the 
Subordinate Service to the Provincial Service was already under the con- 
si ion of Government and that the matter would be taken up almost im- 
mediately, will the Government be pleased to state what action has been 


taken in this connection ? 


ae -. 


The Subordinate 
Civil Service. 


The Subordinate 
Civil Service. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— j 


‘‘ Shortly after the date of the speech referred to, the local Government. 
submitted to the Government of India their proposals regarding the future, 
recruitment of the Provincial Civil Service. These included a proposal as to 
the proportion of recruitment which should be made by promotion from the 
Subordinate Civil Service.”’ ; 


- 


* 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— ~ 


12. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the present qualifica- 
tions for the promotion of an officer of the Subordinate Civil Service to the 
Provincial Service ¢ ‘ 


(b) Will the same qualificatigns apply in future 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the principle on whicli an 
officer of a comparatively lower grade in the Subordinate Service is promoted 
to the higher service in supersession of the officers of the higher grades! 


(d) Upon what principle were the promotions made during the last 
3 years? : Y 
(e) Is there any age bar to promotion form the Subordinate to the 
Provincial Service? 

f) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the names of officers in the Subordinate Civil ‘Service with their 


present grades, who have been considered ineligible for promotion owing to 
such bar, from the year 1916 to 1919, year by year ¢ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson:-— 
‘‘ (a) There are no prescribed qualifications. Officers are selected for 


promotion on a review of the general merits of their work and of the likelihood 
of their usefulness in the higher service. é 


(b) No decision as to future rules has yet been arrived at. 
(c) The answer is contained in the answer to (a) above. 
(d) On the principle stated in the answer to (a) above. 


(e) Yes Rule 6 of the rules for the recruitment of the executive branch 
of the Provincial Civil Service lays down that an officer nominated for 
appointment by» promotion from another branch of nag seryice 


should not ordinarily exceed the age of 40. : 


(f) Government do not consider it is in the public interest to lay such a 
statement on the table.”’ 


* By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


13. pian 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the instructions 
conveyed in their letter No. 3885 A., dated Caleutta, the 8th August, 1911 
(published in the Calcutta Gazette of 16th April, 1919), to Commissioners of 
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Divisions on the subject of promotion of Sub-Deputy Magistrates vested with 
Ist class powers to the rank of Deputy Magistrate and Collector within the 
next 2 or 3 years from the time of their investment with such powers, have 
been aeted upon? tor 


(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether all the Sub- 
Deputy Magistrates vested with Ist class powers from the year 1911 to 1917 
‘have been promoted ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


‘* (a) The instructions referred to were acted upon until conditions aris- 
ing out of the war necessitated the investing with Ist class powers of a 
larger number of Sub-Deputy Magistrates. A reference is invited to the 
answer given by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr to unstarred question No. 7 at the 
meeting of the Council held on the 3rd April, 1919. 


(b) All the Sub-Deputy Magistrates vested with Ist class powers from 
the year 1911 to 1917 have not been promoted.”’ ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
a, 3 ' 
Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table :-— 


(i) a statement showing the names of the Sub-Deputy Magistrates 
vested with Ist class’ powers, their places of posting, and the 
work on which they were employed in the two preceding years 
(1918 and 1919); ‘ 


(ii) a statement, year by year, showing the number of criminal cases 
tried and committed to’the Court of Sessions, with the nimber 
of witnesses examined by the Sub-Deputy Magistrates with Ist 
class powers atthe stations to which they were posted, in the 
two years mentioned above; 


(iii) a statement, year by year, showing the number of criminal cases 
tried and committed to the Court of Sessions, with the number 
of witnesses examined by the Subdivisional Officers of those 
subdivisions to which Sub-Deputy Magistrates with 1st class 
powers. were also posted, in the two years mentioned above? 


tom 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“* (i), (ii) and (iit) A statement showing the names of Sub-Deputy Magis- 
trates now pomenng 1st class powers and the stations to which they are at 
present posted is laid on the table. The further statements asked for would 
take a considerable time to procure (in consultation with local officers), and 
it does not ap that their usefulness would justify the trouble involved 

‘in their compilation. _ Government do not therefore propose to furnish these 
statements. ’~ : a 


Names, etc,, of ’ 
Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates 
vested with let 
class powers, 


‘ 
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Statement referred to in the Answer to (Question No. t4 (wnstarred) of the 


sein: of the 38rd February 1920. 
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15. 
~ Bxport of cattle 
 Onteide Beugal, - been 


| Babu Radhika Mohan Basak 


(@) Will the Government ie rllesded 
exported out of Bengal during the last 


Namcs of Sub-Deputy Magistrates possessing 
firet class powers, 





—o 


Babu Sharat Chandra Chatterjee 
Birendra Kumar Basu 


Harish Chandra Sarkar 


Maulvi Ahmad Ali 


Atal Biaari Gosain 
* Prakash Chandra Dutt 
Amaulya Krishna Dutt 


Rajendra Lal Acharji 


' } 
Maulvi A, F. M. Muhammad Mahmud 


Rabu Hari Charan Banerji ... 
» Upendra Mohan Basu 
»  Bankim Bihari Mitra 
Mr, A. J. L. Mitra 
Babu Manindra Nath Basu 
rf Tarapada Bhattacharji 
Maulvi Mulammad Ibrahim — 
Babu Surendra Mohan Mitra- 
» Kali Charan Makharji 
»  Kamini Mohan Das Gupta 
Rebati Raman Barua - 
Phani | husan Chakrabatti 
Suresh Chandra Nandi 
Narendra Narayan Chukrabatti 


Maulvi Muhammad Yahya 


Jamiluddin Ahmad ° 


nnigpecnaiaeiibs 


” 





—— 


By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 3 


re 





.|Dacea (transferred 


++ | Noakhali, 


Station to which posted. 
° 





Sirajganj, Pabna, 
Pirojpur, Bakarganj. 
Barrackpore, 24-Parganas, 
Birbhum. 5 
(On leave). 


Burdwan; 


.| Asansol, Burdwan. 


. | Tamlak, Midnapore. 


temporarily to 


Patuakhali), > 
Khulna. 

Alipur, Jalpaiguri (on leave), 
Bogra, 

{On leave). 

Serampore, Hooghly. 
Naogaon, Rajshahi. 
Burdwan, 

Magura, Jessore. 

Dacca. 

Patuakial, Bakarganj. 
Bagerhat, Khulna, 


Howrah. 
Calcutta, 
Tippera, 
Chittagong. 
Nadia, — 


ro 


Ct rte 
oe, 





to wtatecWhother any cae have 


five vears? 








ek. oir \ “x eneg ga oo peas ee, 
a ---(4i) to what countriesy 7 Ae é 
“(iid) for what purpose, ial agi ins $C th aad Soasar hn Sedo 
~ (iv) to what extent ? Y 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. “Marr:— 


“* (a) Cattle have been exported from Caleutta during the last 5 years. 
It is not known whether any of these came from Bengal or not. The breeds 


preferred in the Brazilian trade cdme from Gir and Gujarat. , 
(b) (i) The ag exporters are Joakim Nahapiet and Company and 
the. Straits Live Stock Co 


mpany. eg 
- (it) A statement is laid on the table. ote 

(iii) It is understood that they are exported for breeding purposes. 

(iv) See answer to (¢7).’’ 


Statement referred to in the Answer to Question No. 15 (unstarred) of the meeting of the 
3rd February, 1920, showing the number of cattle exported from Calcutta to Foreign 
Countries during the years from 1914.15 to 1919-20 diva to December). 


|" 1919-20. 
| 1918-19, April to 
ecember). 


i 















| 1914-15. “1915 16. 1917-18. 


















4 
| 

Straits Settlements’ > ... aed 287 335 256 

Mauritius ; eal et res ona nerd 

Fiji Islands NEP Sra As / | pi 5 

Brazil Wg tt¢ | ks \ ae 102 

Sumatra a f % 204 
, Java wed see) . one 10 

Philippines Rew woah a 80 

Maldives avy 1 yee | ar 
British West India Islands mod 1 i mt Sad 

Austria-Hungary YH oy Fl ae ‘ tes see 

France Ma Fe AON b a \ { 90 

Total vo | 298 339 787 375 1,226 jt - 
} - ‘ i | 
CaLouTTa Custom Hous, ee am C, H. Josern, ms A, BURRUP, , 
The 22nd — 1920. ‘ Superintendent, _ Assistant Collector for 
Ro 5: i Statyetiont Department. ; Statistics. 
By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: he Mite, 

: y i a 
Be 
i ‘ 


"(a) ae the davidtinaak ne pleased to state whether milk, butter, Export of milk, 
hee and meat, or and unpreserved ) have been exported out of Bengal icing ket and 


luring the last ve years ¢ a sa inves Bits Bengal 
aes _ (b) Tf so, to what countries-and to what extent? : 
og ~ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Mart nat = : 


wade _No milk has been expo rtéd. Preserved meat has been exported to 

mall ex hut figures have not been kept. es and ‘irae aca : 

e VA ee eer Au ace ; PY. 
0) Te tate ae laid on the table,” Uae Ret Sinsed elo or i 


; . ~ ol 







Conga tee ie 


Pee en ea oat ae ai 
oe 4 





Coe it> Ce Cet LS a ea WR s a nit atid te > 
By ne ih Sows te sssahcopre ahem x ; , 
ay * 29 Sos v 
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ye So Ba ns : , © Questions and “Answers. 
% ‘Statement referred to tn the Answe* to: Question Ne. 16 (unstarred) of the meeting of the 
i 3rd February, 1920, showing the quanitties of butter exported from the Presidency of 

Se aN Bengal in-each official year from 1914-15 to 1918-19 and nine months of 1919-20. 





Wr, FS ph ~v : ' } 
(Commteios’to which, ~ 1914-15. .| 1915-16. | tore-17. | t9i7-18 | 1918.19: 
— exported. ° ; 


Nes, 1919-29, 
" eS ee i - is . . 
pi Pr ee aL 





ie months 




















ie Lt the. The. The. Ibs. 
United Kingdom z Bf Ro ve | ng i 48% 
Straits Settlements: a vo | 4,460 384 | 698 =| 2,600 “61 
Hong Kong ©... om eae | wat 12 & 10,362 ; 
Mauritius pees 7 a * ‘sd a ian aaa 
Belgium ies <i ss en began BEE ie 2 56 
Java ; ae red : iub . 200 wed % mh iSapeo aa ; 
Woke Sets | 486 fo pee 710 6,380 10,428 104 : 
; Stiis - sehen > aruateeaiaay Petey eee A Si Rap 
CaLcurTa Custom Houss, C. H. Joszpn, A. BURRUP, 
The 22nd January 1920, 4 ' Superintendent, Assistant Collector for 
ie! Statistical Department. Statistics. ¢ 
By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: 
17. : . 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state how man Indians have Appointment of 
been appointed to the Preventive Service since 1910, when the department -{pdians to the 
- was thrown open to Indians by the Secretary of State? _— Servis. 
(0) Is it a fact that only one Indian has been appointed as Preventive 
Officer, and that also very recently ? 
2 He “s fe it also a fact that a number of Indians, including some members of __ ' 
-* the gali Regiment, have applied for appointment in the Preventive ‘ 
_ Department?» Pe ie th, ; : 
; oes (4) Ts it also a fact that the Collector of Customs has. informed them 
that he will wait to see how the one Indian who has been appointed acquits 
himself before he appoints any more Indians ? 
a * {¢) ‘Will the Government be pleased to state the. reasons why the orders 
of the Sec y of State have not been given effect to in this connection ? 
‘ _ (f) Are the-Government considering the ‘desirability of aga | a 
ka definite scheme to ensure that the orders of the Secretary of State passed in 
this behalf in 1910 will be given effect tot 
“~ 
‘et 
- or fy ny 





™> 


Bengal officers 
and Articles 
202(c) and 875 
of the Civil 
Service. 
Regulations. 


» do not now apply to the Police Probationers and temporary and officiating 
~ Assistant Superintendents of Police? 


3% no 


? names and numberof those e who are still under ler etentio 
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: Questions and Answers. : om = 5, 
(d) The Collector of Customs _ recollects making no’ such. statement. — 


There are, however, good grounds for watching the results of these recent 
appointments. © | is spar reap a eo 


(e) and (f) This depends altogether on whether, when vacancies occur 


‘ 7 


' applications are received from Indians with the necessary aeslibcaticen. 


Jn future all vacancies in the Preventive Service will be advertised in the 
principal Calcutta newspapers.”’ oF sti wie cus 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— ieee Oc o 
18, ‘ Neaey 2 
(a) Is the service of a probationary or officiating Sub-Deputy Collector 


taken into consideration in tata the period of two youre mentioned in 
articles 202 (c) and 375 of the Civil Service Regulations ! we f 


(b) Is it a fact that the three conditions mentioned in the said articles 
were imposed on the.analogy of the rules regulating cases of Police 
Probationors and temporary and officiating Assistant Superintendents of 
Police? 


(¢) Is it a fact that the first two of the above-mentioned three conditions 


(d) Is ita fact that the temporary: Kanungos in the Settlement Depart- 


“ment count their service towards leave and pension fromthe date of their 


appointment if they are subsequently promoted to be Sub-Deputy Collectors “ 
and Deputy Collectors?. .; Rect , 

(¢) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Government of India to dispense with the peek ed conditions of articles . 
202 (c) and 375 of the Civil Service Regulations so far as they apply to Bengal 


officers ? ryt 


Answor by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson;— > » 


‘‘ (a) The answer is in fhe affirmative. 


) The concession allowed in 1886 to temporary and officiating Assis- 
tant Superintendents of Police of counting their service towards leave and ‘ 
pension, provided that they have passed their examinations and served two 
years in the department, was extended in 1899 to members of the-Provincial 
Executive Service, and in 1914 to the Subordinate Executive Service, 927 
(c) In the altered conditions of the Police service Articles 202 (c) and 
onger apply to it. Avinye ony i ie oie mate aay Maa 
(d@) The answer is in the affirmative. : : 
(¢) The question is under consideration with regard to the Provincial — 
Executive Service in connection with ~ the recommendations of the Public * 
Services Commission.” > pa nit AY Tom ih ie pie rai 
f ; \ 7 ‘ 
By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— _ thie | ee 
19. eu ; irs anes Aserste t va ot 
a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether all the politi 
off o in Bengal, including those detained under the Defence of n \ 
nnd Bengal ation III of 1818, have been. “im accordance 


yee 
- 2 - 


ee 4 







His G ajesty’ Proclamation? 
«'(B) Teaob ail the Obtertene ae 45 






f 





a Tar alee ei ; a ener ays 


x 
» 
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__ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson:-— 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 
20. “en oar tee 3 Mi) eb ae pee 
(a) Is it a fact that there are two hostels of the Dacca College—one the 
Dacca College Hostel, the other the Secretariat Hindu Hostel? 
; (b) Is it a fact that there was a distinct understanding between the 
“Government and the College authorities that no student would be forced to 
_ live in the Seeretariat Hostel so long as there was a vacancy in the main 
(c’ Will the Government be Pleased to'state how many seats were vacant 
at the beginning of the last session (i.e., July 1918), in the two hostels, how 
- the seats were filled up. and how many seats were vacant throughout the 
last session. separately. in each of the two hostels ¢ 


: . oe a“ (a). The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to question No. 41. 
~ (db) Government are not prepared to publish the names of the persons 


Dacca’ College 
Hostels. 


(d) Is it a fact that some students. were compelledeto join the Secre- 


tariat Hostel ! ee 
__- (e) Ts it a fact that the students in the main hostel.were not. required 
to pay seat-rents previous to August, 1918 4 . 
(f) Is it a fact that Mr. F, C. Turner, Prineipal of the College, “has 
imposed seat-rents in the main hostel 4 
 igictertasrtebne be pleased to state whether such seat-rents, 
have 


n sanctioned by the Government! If so, from what date was such. 


sanction given ! 2 

(4) Is it a fact that the seat-rents have been realized since July. 1918! 

_ If the sanction of the Government was given later than that date, will the 

Government’ be pleased to state on what authority the Principal enforced the 
realization of these payments { oka : 

(i) Is it a fact that the same-Principal, Mr. F\ C. Turner, realized the 
college fee at the rate of Rs. 9 without the sanction of the Government last 
year aout thas the money had to be refunded? - cqirn 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


* (a) In addition to the two hostels mentioned, there is a Muhammadan 
hostel in the Eastern Bengal and Assam Secretariat buildings. 


_ |... (b) The answer is in the negative, — 


_ ! (ec) The number of vacaticies was as follows:— 
Raat, oes pehhigs : ’ July, 1918. > Throughout the 
ho ms J Session. 
aie UN ROMER Soko Sages ES sie. RT 3 
or AN OIOR S 2e fn Nosh eant! aye! TES BR 


x ao aah > 
Poll The vacancies. were filled by students newly joining the college. 
sack ~ @ The answer is in the affirmative. | = 









\rents: from Septembe 1918 in-anticipation of Government 


¢) The answer is in-the affirmative.  egehes 
(A). (g) and With the consent of the Divisional Commissioner, who 
re Py i ems erning Body ye, the Principal has been. 


~ 


t sould b > ma 
Wasaga 28 so 


"hc laa 
9 not 4 ". 
é tte 


rie Se 
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nie alas one ~*~ Questions and, Answors. pes Ana ; : 
- By the Homie Babe. 1 Brojendra b Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 
22, 2 = 
(a) win the Giieeiaundnt be pee to ‘publish a tepoeet on, the Sanitary 
sanitary condition of the Bim a! -subdivision and the steps taken to Sfanikgunj, 
‘ improve it, in continuation of the ‘report which has been published as Tangall and 
dix “G ”’ to the Proceedings of the Council, dated 14th March, 1918 other areas in 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to publish a similar report in regard ¢ Division. 
to the Tangail subdivision, and other cement A areas within the Dacca 
irra oe 


ae “ ‘ '. y \ 


a pv) 


> Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 





“ (a) and (b) A report on the sanitary condition of the Tangail sub- 
division is laid on the library table. Government regret that the staff at 
their disposal is not sufficient to enable a complete sanitary survey to be 
made of the Manikgan)} rie ager and other insanitary areas in the Daeca 
Division.” 1 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra.\ Kishor stay Chaitin: 
23. b ; . ey ; 
Will the Government be pleased to lay on the talile an account of the Work done by 


work done by the Directoy of Industries since his appointment, parenien! the Dinsctonae 
in thesfollowing directions :— Y Industries. 


(2) = of Segal on a survey of the industrial Fesources aa! ai cai 


(it) guiding 5 nat aie enterprises started after the cessation of the 
war by giving them information and advice; 

(iti) encouraging the manufacture by demonstration and pioneering of 
those articles that were being oe from Germany and 
Austria_before the war? 4 


Answer hy t Fi le Mr. Marr:— 


OC Ae copy of the son ke ag “Report of the Director of Industries. 
is placed on the library table.’ 


woo 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


Sf -%. 
ie (a) Will ihe: ‘Government fs pleased to say wt the Director of The Pisector of 
4 Industries was ‘also the Controller fof Munitions and the Meteorologist of Industries. 
' Bengal till the end of the last calendar year ~« 
_(b) How much was he drawing ‘as salary in the different capacities ¢ 
(¢) How much mi been spent for the Bot artment of Industries up to 
fier of 1919 t 
: cae Y; ae \ 
x Answor by the Hon'ble Mr. Marrke isi. : 
“ah (a)y The Director of Industries, Bengal, is: posnthe the Controller of 
fe. Munitions of the province. In April 1919, when Mr. J. C. K. Peterson, the 
"Director of Industries;-went on leave, Mr. D. B. Meek, who had been the 
se apres y 3 and who. mf been allowed to retain his 
the Meteorologist of Renita, was appointed as 








Carrying out 

of the 

recommendations 
of the Todian 
| Industrial 
» Commission. 


The Director of 
|. Industries. 


7 hae Se 
es ie 8 Te 
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Quai sik A org. vi e eee rome mt 


Officiating Director of Industries and Controller of: Mun Mitaieabie;® ‘uaa 
to the end of the last calendar year. Mr. Meek was allowed to ate the — 
Meteorologist in addition to his double functions of Director of Sipeinseon ele 
and Controller of Munitions. 


(b) i pay of the Director of Industries, Bengal, was ‘Rs. 2 si per 
month, stage used to get the dessa salaries:— - 


Rs. > A. YP. F et i 
Pay as Assistant Controller of Munitions ... 900 0 o meray tea 
Acting allowance as ate wy 4 Tyee [ses 





Industries, Bengal pe 1,066 TDA 
As Meteorologist, Calcutta aie A eS MAR OTND OF rut cea tH 
As Controller of Munition's Be eh Soy has co as 


(O A sum of Rs. 42,661 has been ane on the Department of wnat 
up to the end of 1919,”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Me a 
25. 
Will the Government be pleased to state which of the recdnapuchGahines = 
of the Indian Industrial Commission the Director of Industries intends to — 


carry out in the immediate future and pax arrangements have been or are 
going to be made for the purpose 4 i ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


‘The Director of Industries has submitted certain ego which 
villuns ted the consideration of Government, but wean are various. points 
still unsettled,’’ 


ats \ 


By the Hon'ble Babu. ‘Brojondra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Mr. J. C.K, Peterson, 1.¢.8., was appointed Divector of Industries in 1918 
and took leave shortly after for a year and that he subsequently 2 casa and — 


; he service under a private Company ! 


| 

' Pext-books in 
_. the Government 
E - aille achools in 
, 


i SLE it also a fact that Mr. D. B. Meek, formerly Professor of om 
in the Presidency College, Calcutta, who was Assistant Controller of 

tions, became Controller of Munitions and Officiating Dineobcr, hate serena. 
and remained all the time the Meteorologist. of Release? 


gay 3 ia al 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— sed Ae oa as 
(a) Yes. ; : , d Henge Sree 
(b) Yes.” ° ata? “Eure Rages 
By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray ‘Chawahuris— ses shee 
27. 2 me siete S 
(a) Will the Government be ‘to sane whites it is ee that ee 
text-books in the Government w Schools of of shee Seine oes Dae = 





divisions are different ; B 


cal 


(th: taming? CS ae 
(ec) See ening 


uniform d 
‘eation of curricula and revision of text text-book rules iro 







Pant IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 18, 1990, * 33 
; : Questions and Answers. 
_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


“ (a) and (b) Head masters of secondary schools havé been authorized 
by Government to select and prescribe text-books from the approved list. 
No uniformity of standard as regards text-books is, therefore, possible. 

s (c) The answer is in the negative.’’ 





By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
28. ‘ ‘. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state after inquiry the reasons 


why the up and down Narainganj to Goalundo Express steamers do not touch. 


at Kamalghat (Munshiganj) which is the headquarters station of an impor- 
tant subdivision like Munshiganj ? ’ 


(b) Is it a fact that these steamers pass by the ghat? 


(°) Are the Government aware that these steamers stop at Bhagyakul 
and Rajbari which are not so important as Munshiganj? 


(d) Are the Government aware that inconvenience is felt by the inhabi- 
tants and officers of Munshiganj in this matter and that great delay takes 
place also in receiving and despatching the mail bags? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Gowley:— 


‘“ (a) Government are informed that the Express up and down Narain- 
ganj-Goalundo steamers do not touch at Kamalghat (Munshiganj) because 
if this were done it would probably involve the missing of the connection with 
the Mail trains at either end. ‘ 


(b) Yes. 

(c) The Up Express steamer does not at present call at Bhagyakul for 
want of time. The Down Express does stop; but this practice may have to 
be discontinued at any time for the above reason. Passenger traffic is 
heayier at Bhagyakul than at Munshiganj. 

(d) Government are aware that inconvenience is caused to the inhabi- 
tants of Munshiganj by the present arrangement; and that the mails have to 
leave earlier and to arrive later than would otherwise be the case. 


The Steamer Companies will be asked to consider the question.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a 
time scale of pay has been introduced in the Bengal Secretariat for the lower 
division clerks from 1st October, 1919? ; 


(6) What are the minimum and maximum rates of pay under the new 
scheme and the rate of increment ! 


(c) How many years’ service will a clerk have now to put in to entitle 
him to Rs. 100 per mensem ? + PN AB: 


__ (d) Is it not a fact that many clerks have been adversely affected by 
the new scale as they will not be allowed to count their past services towards 
increment ? % 
_.(e) Are the Government taking any steps to mitigate the hardships 
caused by this division ? : ; 


Steamer 
connection with 
Kamalghat 
(Munshiganj), 


Scale of pay 
of the lower 
division clerks 
in the Bengal 
Secretariat. 


Appointment of 
Indians to 

the Preventive 
Service. 
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Questions and Answers. 


(/) Is it not a fact that the lower division clerks memorialised for a mini- — 
mum of Rs. 50 and a maximum of Rs. 200 and also asked for a house rent 
allowance of 25 per cent. of pay or house accommodation on a deduction of 
10 per cent. of pay. " 


(g) Has the scale of pay of the lower division clerks been revised in the 
offices of the Accountant-General, Bengal, Controller of Currency, Controller, 
India Treasuries, Accountant-General, Post and Telegraphs, Deputy 
Accountant-General, Post and Telegraphs?! : 


(hk) What are the minimum and maximum rates of pay and increment 
under the new scale introduced in these offices ? 


(i) Will the Government be pleased to say whether the work in those 
offices is considered to be superior to that of the Secretariat! | 


(j) Are the Government aware that the Government of India has 
addresed a Despatch to the Secretary of State recommending sanction to 
a time scale of pay of Rs. 100—8—300 for the lower division clerks in the 
India Secretariat ? 


(k) Have the Government considered whether the clerks will be able 
to meet the cost of living under the new scale of pay now sanctioned? 


(2) Is it a fact that a rule has recently been made stopping direct 
recruitment of outsiders in the upper division of the Secretariat tilt all the 
deserving lower grade assistants who ‘entered the Secretariat before 1s 
April 1910 are promoted to that grade? , 


(m) If so, has any deviation been made from this rule subsequently ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


(a), (b), (2), (e) (g), (h) and (i) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the 
replies given to similar questions asked. to-day by the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur. 


(c) 17 years’ service will bring a clerk to Rs. 101 a month, unless sto 
previously at the efficiency bar, which has been fixed at Rs. 100 for clerks. 
already employed in the Secretariat prior to the revision of pay and at. 
Rs, 80 for others. ' 

(f) Yes. 

(j) No he alae 

(k) This was taken into consideration in revising the pay. 

(2) Yes, though the rule os Muhammadan recruitment has not. 
been waived; neither has the rule which permits the recruitment of outsiders. 
when otherwise a post cannot be suitably filled. 


(m) No. Unless in the special cases referred to above.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
30. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to refer to the iven to m 
question at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on the: Tif Denote, 
1919, regarding appointments to the Customs Preventive Service, and say 


whether applications were invited from suitable Indians by advertisement 
in the newspapers? sa Rupes) 8 ieee 


(bd) Tf not, are the Government considering ; the desirability of directing 
that this should be done in the case of future appointments? oe aS big tee 


1 a id 


. 
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vi Questions and Answers. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— ¥ 
** (a) No. 3 
(b) Government have requested the Collector of Customs, Calcutta, 

to advertise in future all vacancies in the Customs Preventive Service.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
31. 


(a) How many Inspectors of Factories and Boiler Inspectors are there paspecions *t 


under the Government of Bengal and how many of them are Indians? Boiler 


oe : oh bibe: I under 
(6) Are vacancies in these posts for Indians advertised in the news- Gowneemnah 


: papers ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


Factory DEPARTMENT. 


“ (a) There are four Inspectors of Factories (one temporary) for the 
three provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam, none of whom is an 
Indian. 

(b) All vacancies are advertised in the newspapers. 


Borter DEPARTMENT, 


(a) There are eight Boiler Inspectors, none of whom is an Indian, for 
the provinces of Bengal and Bihar and Orissa. 
(6) Vacancies have not hitherto been advertised in the newspapers.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
32. 


Will the Government be pleased tomake a statement showing the number eo bare ome 
of motor accidents ‘in Calcutta during: the last 5 years 4 ; : 


2 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 
“* The statistics are kept for persons hurt, not of ‘‘ accidents;’’ a state- 


ment givin g details of the former is laid on the table. The figures for 1919 
are given subject to further check.’’ 


_ Statement referred to in the Answer to Counctl Question No. 32 (unstarred) 
of the 38rd February, 1920. 


Injured. “Killed.” Total. 

1915 i Ria.) 28 = 389 

1916 wei sa 386 47 = 433 

1917 oa cue 475 36 = 511: 

1918 we vos, S6L 42 = 605 

1919 wie we 661: 15 =" 736 
. By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


Will the Government be pleased to state whether the time scale of pay’ Time seale of 
recommended by the Public dervices Commission for the Provincial Civil P‘y of th 


Provincial 


Service (Executive) will be given effect to within the next one or two years? Civil Service. 


Bléok in certain 
of the graden 


aa 


Cortain statistics 

in regard to 

» the Presidency , 
Dados and 
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; Questions and Answérs. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


‘In submitting their views on the recommendations of the Public 
Services Commission regarding the Provincial Civil (Executive) Service, 
the Government of Bengal have suggested a specific time-scale of pay for 
the service. The orders of the Government of India on the subject are 
awaited, and further action will depend on the date of their receipt.”’ 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


34. 
(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the block in 
the grades of Deputy Collectors drawing salaries of Rs. 500, 400 and 300 a 
month ? . 


(b) Is it a fact that officers in these grades have been drawing the same 
salary for over 7 to 8 years? 


(c) To relieve the situation, are the Government considering the desira- 
bility of giving temporary promotion to Deputy Collectors when they are 
appointed to act in the place of a Deputy Magistrate who has been appointed 
to the post of officiating District Magistrate or officiating Additional 
Magistrate? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“* (a) and (0) Government are aware that several officers in the grades 
of Deputy Collectors mentioned have been drawing the same salary for 
seven or eight years in succession. 


(c) The Government of Bengal have recommended the introduction of 
a specific time-scale of pay for Deputy Collectors. The orders of the Gov- 
ernment of India are awaited and it is not proposed to adopt in the mean- 
time the measure suggested.’’ ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


35. e % 
Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative state- 


' ment for the Presidency, Dacca and Rajshahi colleges supplying the infor- 


mation noted below, for the last 10 years, namely :— 
(a) number of students Hindu and Muhammadan on the 31st March 
of the preceding official year; ; 
(b) number of students reading in the I.A., I.Sc., B.A., B.Sc., M.A., 


M.Sc., and B.L. classes and the results in the University 


Examinations; 

(c) ger teachers in different services for each of the subjects 
taught; 

(d) expenditure per head for each student and the Government share 
of the same; Bolcte ele Goan 


(e) the income derived from tuition fee, the endowment, local contri- 
bution and Government grant; and . 


(f) the pense on class and hostel accommodation for Hindus, 
u 


ammadans, teaching staff, and accommodati i : 
and other siscilumacen qatseees sc sattd - oe 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O’Malley:— : 
“* Statements are laid on the library table.” 


j 


. . 
. fae | 
> 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
(a) Is it a fact that constables in the Bengal Police are in receipt of 
a salary of Rs. 10 to 13 only per month 


; (6) Are the Government aware that ordinary day labourers nowadays 
get at least annas eight a day as wages, i.e., Rs. 15 a month? 


(c) Are the Government considering the advisability of increasing the 
salary of constables? , 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


Pay of 
constables of 
the Bengal 
Police. 


““ (a) The constables of the unarmed branch draw pay at the rates of | 


Rs. 10 to Rs. 13 per mensem, but those of the armed branch get one rupee 
more. 


(b) Yes, in certain circumstances. ‘ 


(c) Sanction has just been received to an increase in the form of an 
enhanced grain compensation allowance.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


37. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
head constables in the seer aaa commence their service with a starting 
salary of Rs. 17-8 per month? 


* ' (6) Is it a fact that head constables in the Bengal Police are now 
generally recruited from the bhadralog class? 


(c) Are the Government aware that Rs. 17-8 is considered insufficient 
nowadays to maintain even a small family among the bhadralog classes? 


(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising the 
scale of pay of the head constables so as to make the starting salary to be 
at least Rs. 30 per month ? ; 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 
“(a) Yes. : 


Initial pay 
of head 
constables of 
the Bengal 
Police, 


_ (b) Ordinarily head constables are promoted from the ranks, but, as 


men with sufficient literary and other qualifications are not availablé in 
adequate numbers in the rank of constables, outsiders possessing such quali- 
fications are also recruited as head constables in the unarmed branch. 


(c) and (d) A phage to raise the initial pay of the head constables in 
the unarmed branch to Rs. 25 a month, is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


38. " . 
(a) Are the Government considering: the desirability:of revising the 
scale of pay and allowances of the Sub-Inspectors and Inspectors of Police in 
Bengal? = 

(b) Is ita fact that an officiating Inspector in the Bengal Police get less 
salary than a first grade Sub-Inspector # 


(c) If so, are the Government’ considering the desirability of remedy- 
ing this grievance? A ' 


. 


Pay and 
allowdnces of 
Sub-Inspectors 
and Inspectors 
of Police. 


Use of the title 
“ Hon'ble” by 
Members of the 
Legislative 
Couticil, 


Release of 
political 
prisoners. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


‘* (a) The answer is in the negative. : 
(b) and (¢) Generally Sub-Inspectors of the 2nd and 3rd grades are 


appointed to act as Inspectors, in which capacity they get more pay than a 
first grade Sub-Inspector.’’ 4 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the authorit under which 
the members of Legislative Councils are entitled to prefix the title ‘‘ Hon’ble 
to their names? 


(b) Is it not a fact that this authority confers on the said members a 
right under the Statute to prefix the said title to their names? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the full legal rights of 
members as regards the use of the said title to their names? ‘ 


(d)Is it not a fact that the title “‘ Hon’ble ”’ as prefixed to the names 
of members of ‘Legislative Councils is a title recognized by Government so 
long as the membership continues ¢ : 


®) so, will the Government be pleased to state whether members 
of the Legislative Council are not comin. agi during the term of their member- 
ship, from taking out licences under the Arms Act on the ground that they 
hold a title recognized by Government ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


(a) to (e) The title of ‘ Hon'ble,’ which is in use by members of the 


Legislative Council, is a mere courtesy title and is not prescribed or regulated 
by any law. It therefore follows that it confers no legal status on the holder, 
and in the circumstances a member of Council is not exempt from taking out 
a license under the Arms Act simply for the reason that he is, by courtesy, 


styled ‘ Hon'ble ’ while he is a member of the Legislative Council. In para- - 


graph 234 of the Joint Report on the Reforms Scheme it is proposed that 
the prefix ‘ Hon’ble ’ shall be abandoned.”’ ' 


‘By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray:— 


40. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of political 


casa who have been released after the gracious message of the 23rd 
ecember last of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor ? 


.(b) Will the Government be pleased to state how many political prisoners 


are still undergoing imprisonment or are undergoing a sentence of transporta- 
tion or are detained under the Defence of India Act? Bins 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“ (a) and (b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to question 
No. 41. As regards persons still under: oing sentences of imprisonment or 
transportation, the number convicted of the offences against the State which 


are defined in Chapter VI of the Indian Penal Code is 6. - In addition to : 


these, 46 persons, believed to be members of a revolutionary conspi 
undergoing imprisonment or transportation for other offences.” rane 
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Questions and Answers. 


. By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


41. oy 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of persons who 
were under detention in Bengal, under Bengal‘ Regulation II] of 1818, the 
Defence of-India Act or other war measures, on the date of the recent Royal 
Proclamation 4. : 


Release of 
political 
prisoners. 


(6) How many of these persons under each head have since been - 


released, and what action is going to be taken. with regard to the others and 
when ¢ ; 


_(c) What is the total number of persons released from detention prior to 
the Royal Proclamation and how many of them have been so released on their 
undertaking to be of good behaviour or on other similar terms? 


(d) With regard to these latter, are the conditions or restrictions 
posed on them going to be removed in pursuance of the Royal Proclama- 
tion? If so, when # 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


‘* (a) On the date of the recent Royal Proclamation the number of 
persons in detention owing to their participation in revolutionary conspiracy 
m Bengal was as follows:— 


Under Bengal Regulation ITI of 1818 woe» 64 
Under the Defence of India Act “as .«. 208 
Under the Ingress into India Ordinance ae 1 


(6) Ten of the persons detained under Regulation ITI have been released. 
The cases of the remainder are under consideration. In the Royal Proclama- 
tion His Excellency the Viceroy was directed to exercise the Royal clemency 
in the fullest measure which in his judgment was compatible with the public 
safety. It is necessary, therefore, that the merits of each case shall be seru- 
tinised individually, and this is now being done. : 

All persons detained under the Defence of India Act and the Ingress 
Ordinance have been released. 

(¢) The total number of persons released from detention prior to the 
Royal Proclamation was 915, of whom 892 were released on security. 


(d) It is not proposed to cancel the sectirities already given by persons 
released prior to the Royal Proclamation. These sureties constitute no 
restriction on any law-abiding citizen. Such persons released are subject to 
no other conditions or restrictions.”’ 


’ 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


42. 
(4) Do the Government anticipate any improvement in the general rice 


_ position of Bengal this year over that of last year ? 


(b) Have the Government arr idea as to the sufficiency or otherwise of 
the present stock of rice in Bengal for purposes of domestic consumption till 
the next harvest ? ‘ 

(c) What are the present stocks of Burma rice, controlled and uncon- 
trolled, in the various districts of Bengal and at what average rates do they’ 
sel] now ? ih 


The rice position 
in Bengal. 
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(d) What is the present average price of rice of the ordinary quality at 
the headquarters of each district and how does it: compare with the 
respective prices that ruled during the corresponding periods of each of the 
last five years? 


(e) Is any tendency of a rise in the price of rice noticeable at present t 
(f) If so, how far is it due to natural causes ! : 


Are the Government in,a position to state as to how far, if at all, 
stocks of rice are being acquired by speculators for holding them up! 


(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of deputing special - 
officers for making early inquiries into this matter at every important mart 
and of issuing instructions to the Subdivisional and Circle Officers and 
Panchayets generally to watch the movements of rice and other developments 
in connection therewith, and keep Government regularly informed about the 
same 4 


(i) Is there any truth in the statement that in several places forward 
sales of rice were made and standing crops disposed of at the instance of * 
speculators this year ! 


(j) If so, was any such system in vogue in the rice trade ever before? 


(k) Have the Government any a proximate idea as to the extent to 
which the rice trade of Bengal has fallen into the hands of Marwaris during 
these two years? 


_ (1) What steps (if any) are the Government taking to prevent 
“ profiteering *’ in rice this year? ; 


(m) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any restriction still 
exists in transporting rice from one province to another, for the purpose of 
sale or otherwise, by railway ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
ve (a) The rice outturn for the year 1919-20 of the Provinces of Bihar 


- 


and Orissa, Bengal and Assam, is estimated at over five million tons above 
that of the previous year. This includes an excess of nearly one million tons 
in the Presidency of Bengal. The total rice outturn for 1919-20 of India 
and Burma may be estimated_at over 34 million tons against a corresponding 
figure of nearly 24 million tons for the year 1918-19. Cavernisaat, therefore, 
anticipate a very considerable improvement as regards ‘stocks. 


_ (b) The present stock of rice in Bengal, including the balance of stand- 
ing crops remaining uncut, is ample for the purposes of domestic consump- 
tion till the next harvest. The estimate of the outturn of rice for the year 
1919-20 amounts to over eight million tons. : 


(c) A statement is laid on the table, showing the stocks and prices of 


- controlled Burma rice. , There are no stocks of uncontrolled Burma. rice. 


(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


e) The average price of common rice as shown in the Calcutta Gazette 
sc 0a; 1-6 and 2-2 per cent. in the week ending the 8th. ,. 1B 
January and 28nd January, respectively. ss ama oe a 


y 


‘4 y —» wid = . 
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__(f) Fluctuations are not uncommon in J anuary. Until therefore 
Government know whether the rise is permanent or temporary, they are not 
in a position to say that it is due to any unusual causes. 


) Only a. few District Officers state’ that such speculation exists. 
But the general tendency in the present year appears to be for the cultivator 
and persons who obtain rice by way of rent.or in return for loans to hold .on 
more strongly to their stocks than they have done in the past. On the other 
hand, where stocks have been acquired in any quantities by large traders, 
they have been ired for sale in deficit districts and in the hope that free 
movements of food stocks would be allowed to other provinces and abroad. 


(4) Apart from the Director of Civil Supplies, who is in constant, touch 
with the situation, a gazetted officer was appointed some time ago in each 
district to carry out the duties of District Economic Intelligence Officer and 
has standing instructions to cover the activities which the Hon’ble Member 
recommends. 


(7) Almost all the District Officers report that there is no truth in the 
statement. It is presumed that the Hon’ble Member is not referring to ordi- 
nary mahajani loans granted on the security of the crop. 


(7) The question does not arise. 


(&) In the periods under reference Marwaris have extended their opera- 
‘tions in varying proportions as buyers in the larger mufassal centres; they 
have also widened their activities in the Calcutta rice trade. No estimate 
can be given of the extent to which the rice trade in Bengal has come into 
their hands during these years. 


(1) Government have taken measures with the intention of securing that 
the movements of rice both to other provinces and abroad are restricted by 
means of control. ; 2 


(m) Transport of rice from one province to another by railway is still 
controlled.” 


A. 


Statement referred to in the answer to question No. 42 (wnstarred) showing the 
stocks of controlled Burma rice in the various districts of Bengal and the 
average rates at which they now sell. 


Districts. Maunds. Prices per maund. 
Rs. a. P.’ 
Nadia s petra no 6 4°5 
Jessore see 8,000 » 610'°8 
Khulna wee «24,500 511.5 
Hooghly ome tS he $a 
Darjeeling Sen 00 7 911 
Dacca uae 29,000 66 5 
Mymensingh _ «- 10,000 6.4 5.» 
_ Faridpur eee 8,500 O65: 
' Chittagong ‘4 —-:1,000 6-2 6 
oe ee 


_ Tippera, se 2,500 


te 
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Statement referred j tn the answer to Question No 42 (unstarred) of the price of the 
ordinary quality of Bengal rice in the 8rd week of the months January 1915, 1916, 191 7, 






































1918, 1919 and 1920 at the headquarters of districts. ne 
1915 | 1916 | 1917. oat 1919. | 1920. 
Name ov Dieraicr. “ee | e ‘ "ta Ne | Per , | race 
maand, | maund; . | maund, | ae hoacenas | maund. 
| Re. a. P. Re, a. P: Rs. A. P. Re, a. P. Re. A. Pe Re. a. Be 
" 24-Parganas wl 6 Be 5 0 0 5 00 3128 5910 | 744 
Nadia on ee ee ee ae ee 2 | 40 0 310 2 ee eo alee 
Murshidabad a-8:8 su 4 ie i on ace eae 744 
Jeosore 50.0 | 61.6.1. 60 0 |. 40.0 j|- 6 0.0 2) 610 8 
Khulna hee ae ae ee Gaal a6 eas 
Burdwan rote nee 2 | | 400 | 3102 Bub | 744 
Birbhum pee 418. 7°) "411 4 810 2 |} 8 be 4 611 6 62 6 
‘Sins ne 434 5 0 0 8 12 11 8 3-8 5&4 |, 610 8 
Midnapore Att has a gt 815 7 215 8 5338 610 8 
Hooghly | 6 0 0 51l 5 411 4 6} 8.10 82 of eb APS 8 6 9 
Howrab i wae ear a 51.5 | 4°78 4 645 80 0 
Rajshohi * m4 bb 4) bu 5 411 4 40 0 5 7 6 610 8 
Dinajpor zl Pre eae ee, wee ee ee ee eee oe 610 8 
Jalpaiguri Sed OO 471 + 9/2 | 310 2 5 6b 4 7 4°4 
Darjeeling nf: 8.8 4] 0.0 5 0 0 50 0 55 4 8 6 9 
Rangpur ant} SMB 5 00 5 0 0 81211 50 0 610 8 
Bogra 0 61410 | 4n 4 40 0 2155 413 7 676 
Paboa Ne Be ee [ees 518 eek Hen 5b 4! 71:9 
Malle i5: 51) emf 1B) By heb, daa 40-0) 38 6 4]. #1420 665 
Dacca > aba Beas Yh fF (ime Wie ae Ye 5 od | ‘sae | 6-29 610 8 
Mymensings | BN B | scan 5 8 8 878 | 554 610 8 
Paridpur won| ee ee 55 4 6 0.0 3 Body BAL Beet ee 
Bekerganj mn] 6 65 Pip ay dont were were 35 4 5 0 0 610 8 
Chittagong | 4nd oi SE NOR Tag 3°28 500 |. 626, 
Tippora Sec 5 .8it $4 oer BO 6 oot gn 
Noakhali yf BOO | boo | 3192 | 4114 | 620 8 
Chittagong Hill Tracts | 5. 0 ¢ erat 600 | aaa $0 Darby ae 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


43. ‘ . , ‘ 

(2) Will the Government be pleased to state the details of the special 
scheme for the relief of bhadralog sufferers from the last cyclone in Bengal 
and the manner of its working ! 


‘ (b) What amount has been spent under this scheme in each subdivision, 
and after what lapse of time from the date of the cyclone was relief under 
the said scheme first available in the respective subdivisional areas? 


(ce) What amounts have Government. spent up to date for the relief of 


sufferers from the last cyclone in Bengal by way of-gratuity and loan. res- 
pectively, and how much of the'same has been obtained from the Government 
of India either in the shape of loans or special grants? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— = 


“* (a) to (c) The information required by the Hon’ble Member is being 
compiled and will be included in the fina] report on the operations for the 
relief of the distress caused by the cyclone which will be published in due 
course.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— 
4, , 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether orders of the 
Secretary of State on the recommendations of the Public Services Commis- 


sion relating to the Educational Services have been received by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal ? 


(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state— 


Relief of the 
bhadralog 
sufferers from 
the recent ° 
cyclone. ° 


Recommendations 
of the Public 
Services 
Commission in 
regard to the 
Educational 
Services. 


(i) whether the proposal of the Commission to combine the Indian — 


Educational Service and the Provincial Educational Service into 
a single service divided into two classes has been sanctioned: 


(ii) whether in future recruitment for the Indian Educational Service 

(or class I) is to be made partly in India by promotion of deserv- 

o ing officers of the Provincial Educational ervice (or class II) 
and if so, to what extent; 


(ii?) whether an incremental scale of pay will be introduced in place of 


the ions 3 grade system in the Provincial Educational . 


Service; an 
(iv) from what date Government intend to give effect to the orders of 


the Secretary of State on the reorganization of the Provincial 
Educational Service ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
‘‘ (a) The Secretary of State’s orders on some of the recommendations 


of the Public Services Commission have been received. A copy of a communi- 
_qué issued by the Government of India on the subject: is laid on the table. 


(>) (%) The superior branches of the Educational Services will be orga- 


. nized in two divisions, the era branch being styled the Indian Educational 

' Service, while the service which the Commission proposed to call Class IT 

_ will be styled the Bengal Educational Service or generally, for convenience 
of reference; the Provincial Educational Service. 
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(ii) Officers of the Provincial Educational ‘Service will ‘be éligible for 
promotion to the Indian Educational Service. As qualified Indian candi-  - 
dates become available, it is proposed to work up to a proportion as 50 per 
cent. of Indian officers in the Indian Educational Service; this be the 
average for the whole of India and variations will be permitted in different 
provinces. It is proposed to transfer to the Indian Educational Service such © 
posts as will always have to be filled by officers of superior attainments, and 
this will involve the promotion to the Indian Educationa] Service of their 
incumbents; but no proportion has been fixed for the posts which should be - 
filled by promotion from the Provincial Educational Service. 


(iii) It has been decided that the Provincial Educational Service should 
carry a minimum pay of Rs. 250 and a maximum pay of Rs. 800 a month. 
The Government of Bengal will settle the grading. . wn dps 


(iv) Both the services will be divided into administrative, collegiate and 
special branches, and it will be necessary to, allocate posts to each branch, 
as well as to decide what posts should be included in the Indian Educational 
Service and Provincial Educational Service. The proposals of this Govern- 
ment for the reclassification of posts to the Indian Educational ‘Service and 
the transfer of their incumbents to that service will have to be submitted 
to the Government of India, and it is at present impossible to state the date 
on Which the reorganization will come into effect.’ “ 


Communique referred to in the Answer to Question No, 44 (unstarred) of the — 
. 8rd February, 1920. 


INDIAN EDUCATIONAL SERVICE. 


4, 


Communiave as TO Pay, LEAVE AND PENSION, 


1. The Secretary of State for India announces that the followi revised rates of 
pay for the Indian Educational Service have been appended: They’ ‘will take effect ; 
rom lst December 1919 : — 


-t 


2. Time Scale. 
' Overseas Allowance for Total of Pay 
Fen he Age. Pay. : boa > “peas eee 
Rupees perMensem. \ 

’ Ist’ 25° 400 , 150 ‘ 550 
nd 26 450 - 150 600 
3rd 27 500 150 + 850 
4th 28 550 150 ; 700 
5th 29 600 150 750 
6th 30 600 . 200 ae - 800 
7th, 3h, 650 Re 200 850 
Sth 32 700 Nea 200 :. * 900 
9th 33 750 250 1,000 
10th 34 800 250 1,050 
11th 35 850. £0: « yr, Ug100~ 
12th 36, 900 250 1,150 

ath ‘37: 950 - 950 1.200 
lath 38 1,000 250 1,250 
‘15th 39° 1,000 250 1.250 
16th Rhee 1,050 250 1,300 
17th 41 1,100 250 — 1,350" 
18th 4a 1,150 (295g * 1,400 
20th 44 1250 ~ 250 ep a ae 1,500 
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. The Bengal a “to Animals » Bill, 
Sir Henry Wheeler ; Rai Makendta ‘Chandra Mitra “Bahadur. 
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those words supplies an omission, Ifthe killing in certain circumstances is not 
to be regarded as an offence, possession of the skin of a goat so killed should 
not be an offence.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— 


“Here again, Sir, the amendment is porhaps more theoretically arguable 
than practically obligatory. The clause in the Bill is a repetition of a section 
in an existing Act, XIV of 1917, which has worked all right. But in the 
reference to * an unnecessarily cruel manner’ we do mean “* unnecessarily 
cruel’ in the sense that those words are used in clause 8 (now clause 7), and 
as the amendment only proposes to make that clear, we have no objection 
to accepting it.’ 


Ths motion was then put and agreed to. 


Amendment No. 5. 
Clause 23 (now. clause 22). 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that for ‘bbe 
word “ Magistrate” at the end of sub-clause (2) of clause 23 (now clause 22), 
the following be substituted, namely :— 


“nearest Magistrate competent to pass the maximum punishment 
prescribed under this Act.”’ 


He said— 


* My Lord, these words are necessary because the word * Magistrate’ as 
put in the clause is vague. It may be necessary in some cases to inflict the 
maximum punishtnent, and if in that case the animal is produced before a 
Magistrate who under the Criminal Procedure Code is not vested with 
power to inflict such maximum punishment, the object of the Act would be 
frustrated. The mere insertion of the word ‘Magistrate’ will not prevent a 
'man froin taking the animal to a third class Magistrate whereas the proposed 
substitution would have the effect of compelling the production of a man 
before a Magistrate who is competent to punish the accused adequately.” 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— 


* Sir, we are not prepared to accept this amendment purtly because we 
ard it as unnecessary, and partly because it introduces a hmitation which 
is in some ways undesirable. The clause in question is that which enables a 
veterinary inspector to seize an animal which is unfit and either to send it to 
an infirmary, or, if he considers a prosecution is necessary, or the owner so 
elects, to direct a prosecution and produce the animal before a Magistrate. 
What the amendment really means is that that Magistrate must be a second 
class Magistrate. Ordinarily the animal would doubtless be produced before 
a Magistrate of the second class, but there is no reason why it should not be 
Protnoed, before a Magistrate of a lower class, and ackording to the Code of 
riminal Procedure, third class Magistrates can also‘ take cognizance of an 
offence tie it may be triable only by a Magistrate of a higher class. 
hed ing a“ the animal to the infirmary in accordance with clause 24 (now » 
clause not, again, necessarily be done by a Magistrate of the second 
igloo — as I have said, ordinarily it will be so done. Therefore, I 
thi whe amendment 1 is unnecessary, and I would deprecate its adoption.” 
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The Bengal Cruelty to Animals. Bille: ee 
Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; Sir Henry Wheeler, 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -—~,.. oe ni 3 

“My Lord, as the Bill shows’the word ‘ magistrate” is mentioned and 
sitting oie than that.’ The the question is that the aceused is to be 
brought before a magistrate. It is not here a case of recording a confession 
that the accused is to be brought before any magistrate. The point is that 
the magistrate must be a competent magistrate. He'is brought ‘before a 
magistrate of the third class and then it is found that such a magistrate has — 
no power to take up the case which is brought before him. The accused is 
put to great difficulty, and he is brought before another magistrate who is 
competent to take up the ¢ase. So in order to avoid all these difficulties 
T consider that my amendment should be accepted.” bap A 


The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 6. 
Clause 25 (now clause 24). 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that the 
words “but the owner shall not, be liable to make any ment in ex of 
the proceeds of the sale,” in lines 4 and 5 of sub-clause (2) of clatuns'2 (now 
clause 24), be omitted. : ' 


He said — . wa? 7 

“My Lord, I think it would not be proper to retain these words. Take 
for instance a case in which an animal worth*Rs. 25 is kept in the infirmary ~ 
for a sufficient length of time so as to entail an expenditure of, say, Rs. 30 or 
Rs. 40. In that case, if we retain ‘the above words in the clause, the owner 
cannot be compelled to pay more than Rs. 25. 1 suggest that the excess 
amount should also be realized from the owner.” ; 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— Coys 
_ _ “Sir, after the solicitude which the Hon’ble Member showed for the 
rights of owners in connection with another clause, I am rather surprised that 
he should try to whittle away a degree of protection to an owner: which 
the Bill extends. In certain eventualities an animal is taken to an infirmary ; 
it is there treated and fees become payable. If the, owner refuses or neglects 
to pay, or if he refuses to remove the animal, the animal tay a ‘sold, 
‘and what the Bill says is that the owner in that event shall not be liable to 
pay on account of infirmary fees, more than the price which the animal, ma’ 
tch at. auction. 'Tothis extent if is therefore a protection tothe owner. | 
Ressalle I ie a mind much - an pectestion is taken away, but I think | 
amendment will not commend itself to the majority and, i view, I - 
would not accept it.” ; tt Baan Sim aaa ee — vis 
The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said-— 3833S 
“Tn coming forward to criticise the provisions of a Bill ghwage 
take both sides: of the qnestion into consideration., We think it dears 
put forward before the Council what would be the equence of a concrete — 
case and with that view, my Lord, Thave come to the Caan With such an 
amendment. I am very thankful to Sir Henry Wheeler for reminding me 
that I had great solicitude ‘for the owner in puttin forward another amend- 
ment, but at the sanié time I submit that .when'a Billis drafted and is brought 
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The Bengal Cruelty to Animals Bill; Resolutions. 
. Sir Henry Wheeler ; the President, — 
before the Council all shades of the:question have to be disqrssed, and I have 


put forward a concrete instance ” 
. ...The motion was then put and lost. 


a LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 


¢ The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved that the Secretary be directed to 
‘renumber the clauses and sub-clauses of the Bill in consecutive order and to 
make corresponding alterations in all cross references thereto. 


The motion was put and agreed to. — 
4. y é 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 7. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved that the Bill, as settled in 
Council, be passed. apes vee ie 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 8. 


THE EASTERN FRONTIER RIFLES (BENGAL BATTALION) 
BILL, 1920, - 


: The Hon’ble Sir. Henry Wheeler presented the ‘Report of the ‘Select 
Committee on the Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion) Bill, 1920. 


He said :-— 


“My Lord, assuming the soundness of the reasons for making the changes 
in nomenclature which I explained when the Bill was introduced, the Bill 
itself becomes one of making consequential verbal amendments. — In that view 
it was regarded by the Select Committee, and it will be observed that we, 

_ therefore, propose that the Bill be passed as introduced.” 


* RESOLUTIONS. 
i __ LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 9. r 
His Excellency the President said :— _ af \ 
~ ,. “Hon'ble Members will observe that items Nos. 9-17, inclusive, deal 
with matters which, I think, should be decided by non-official Members of 
thé Council-and I, therefore, propose to ask the official Members. of the 
Council to leave the decisions upon these resolutions to their non-officral 
—» " Powould, however, point out to the Hon’ble Member in whose name 
No. 16 stands, namely, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, that the first 
part of his proposed resolution! is covered by item No. 9, namely, the resolu- 
tion standing in the name of the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
In these circumstances it will not be in order for the Hon’ble Babu Surendra 


Nath Ray to move his resolution, but if he desires to do so, he will of course 
speak upon item No, 9.” 


The first part of the resolation was as follows -— f 

“This peri narra to the b erty in Council that the gratefal naen of the non-official 
Members of this Counci! conveyed (1) to His Ma the King-Hm or for His gracious message of 
the 23rd December last.” \ asia aren ' 


. a) 


Rai Radha Uharan Pal Bahadur. ae 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved che tellowting: 


tie BE $+ Disad 


resolution :— 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a message _ 
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expressing tho loyal and dutiful homage of the people of this Presidency. be — 


respectfully conveyed to His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor, and that 


the profound gratitude of the people be conveyed to His Majesty mater 


_gravious Proclamation of the 23rd December last and for gi 
sesatit to the Government of India Bill passed by Parliament, and also -for 
His Royal condescension in announcing his ‘intention to depute His 


Highness the Prince of Wales to visit India as His Majesty's representative | 


for the purpose of inaugurating the new constitution; and this Council 
tenders its respectful assurance to His Majesty the King-Emperor that His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will receive a most cordial and enthu- 
siastic welcome from the people of this Preqidengyi ig. in» ddcenhh aaa 
He said :— b ae Re 
“The Royal Proclamation of our Gracious Sovereign has stirred the hearts 
of our people to their inmost depths. ‘Lhe remarkable unanimity and sponta- 
neous outburst of joy and oe rip a ie Proclamation has 
_ been received throughout the length anc of the cou si (oo is an index 
of the love and attachment of the people.to the Throne, © here is in it 
a true ring of sincerity, of deep and abiding sympathy, love and solicitude 
for the advancement of India which, has appealed to the macinatigayot the 
“teeming millions under His Majesty’s sway and has cemented the bond of 
union and. stréngthened the ties between India and England. King George 
before he ascended the throne had manifested on every possible occasion 
his sincere desire to promote the happiness and contentment of the people of 
India, which has found expressions at different times, and we believe that the 
change in the angle of vision of His Majesty's Government is not.a little 
‘due to the influence and example of His Gracious Majesty. % ; 


The Proclamation of His Majesty is not a conventional pronouncement. © 
- In giving his seal of assent to the Government of India Act, he has declared 
in no uncertain voice that India is now set firmly and definitely on the road 
to responsible government, which is indeed the legitimate aspiration of the 


people. He sympathizes with their aspirations and rejoices that they are now 


about to be fulfilled. He exhorts both his people and. his officers to make” 


the great measure a success. Democratic institutions are not alien: to the 


genius of our race because no other nation on the face of the earth 
so widely from the British people in race, language and literatue, in history 


‘and traditions has been able to assimilate the best elements of western — 
_ culture and knowledge and western ideals of civic and political life as we, — 


the inheritors of an ancient culture and civilization’ which are to this day 


objects of admiration to the world. The activity and onward march of _ 


intellectual life of the people under British rule, which have met with Royal - 


approbation, are apparent in every direction. Whether in the domain we 
and literature, Bh ae or medicine, religion or morals, ‘politics | patios co 
Services, we have produced men who are deemed acredit to a in 
world. I may be pardoned for indulging in a legitimate pride in sayin 
the genius of Bengal, in spite of our controversies and criticisms and appar 
dissensions will rise to the height of the occasion and prove its fitnes 
only in the sphere of administration but also in the region of Parlia 
vernment. We realize that 4 grave responsibility is devolvi 
© time for discussion of the ae or inadequacy of the refort 









h sed away. It is: now our duty to conc or ie 
our abilities im a true spirit of patriotism to ensure its success and tc 
4 r claims to a quicker march to the goal of complete responsible 
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The party spirit, which. i is now so rife amongst us, is in every countr concomit- 
ant of popular government and active public life. The spirit ot rivalry in 
the service of our common motherland proceeds from the patriotic desire of . 
“us all-to offer our best services to our people, I appeal to our countrymen 
not to forget i in the heat of party warfare that the success of the reforms 
upon which His Imperial Majesty has set his heart is a matter of national 
honour with us and we should all do our best to vindicate that honour. In 
the field of sanitation, education, industrial and agricultural development, there 
ig unlimited work for us all, and if every educated Indian does his little bit in 
the furtherance of his country’s interests, regardless of individual political 
views, I feel sure that our national government will be fruitful of benefits to 
the country at large. The eyes of the whole world are upon us and we shall be 
judged as to our capacity to govern ourselves by our success or failure. It is 
possible, nay it is more than likely, that we may make mistakes in the 
beginning, but Lam quite confident that the sympathy and co-operation of 
the members of the Civil Service who haye reared this ground fabric of 
administration will not be witheld from us. I hope and trust that His 
Majesty's exhortations will be loyally acted upon. It is ‘British connection, 
British influence and British example that have made India vibrate with: 
the pulsation of a new life. What Macaulay longed for in the exuberance 
of his imagination and with a legitimate sense of pride in the beneficience 
- of British rule has been realized to-day. The destinies of India have ‘been 
so moulded bythe kindly hand of Britain that Indians are now declared fit’ 
tobe endowed with responsible government, and the authors of this measure 
have taken the precaution so to frame it as to enable the Indians to attain 
by light of experience and practical work the full measuré of self-government 
within a measurable distance of time. Amongst our countrymen, there are 
some who consider that a larger measure of self-government ought to’ have 
been conceded from the very beginning, while a section of the European com- 
munity consider that too much has been conceded. Everyone is entitled to 
his own opinion, and we should not grudge honest differences. But as the 
Act is now the law of the land, in all loyalty to the King and the constitution, 
and following His Majesty's wise counsel, let us now banish all bitterness 
from our mind, ‘The controversy is at an end, The time for practical work 
has now come. | Let us set ourselves to work, heart within and God overhead 
and achieve the consummation of full and responsible government so 
devoutly to be wished for. Now-is the time for all parties to unite and 
seriously to consider what ‘steps should be taken to press upon the Committee 
_- appointed to adjust the financial relations between the Imperial and Prov- 
incial Governments, the needs of the country and the necessity for a liberal 
financial adjustment in order to enable. our newly-constituted Provincial 
Government 80 to administer the affairs of the Presidency as in the words 
of His Majesty will contribute to the greater happiness and well-being of the 
- masses. 


A momentous change is taking place. King George is the presiding 
genius at this period of transition. To him the millions of India, whatever 
their divergent views in politics may be, with one acclaim offer their hearts’ 
homage for his love, confidence ot trust in them and for his sympathetic 
and wise guidance at this glorious opoch in the history of our country. He 
is enthroned i in the hearts of us all and may he long rule over us. 


The amnesty graciously granted by His Majesty has restored the bright 
sunshine, of happiness in many a home, and loyal India feels profoundly grate- 
fultohim. It should be the endeavour of every person to cherish this mark 
~ of Royal favour by co-operating in the maintenance of peaceful, orderly and 
Progressive ‘Government as desired by His Majesty. 

His. Majest: aciously pleased to announce that he would 
+ depute saci Aca: the one of Wales, to inaugurate the new hs ot a 


i 
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Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. * 


There is a chorus of welcome awaiting him from all parts of India, aa fy 
Hightoss comes here as the representative of our Sovereign charged w ha. 
great mission and the people of Bengal, who are ever foremost in ig a 
the most loyal'and enthusiastic welcome to the Princes of the blood Royal, 
will tender their hearts’ homage to him on that unique oceasion. eR he oe 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said — seating ae 


“My Lord, the whole country is grateful to His Imperial Majesty the’ 
King fingétior for the very pad fe Prciscsaaea of the 23rd December last. 
It has touched the inmost feelings of our heart. Ata time when the whole of - 
India, no matter whether extremists, modérates or nationalists, Hindus, 
Muhammadans, Sikhs or Pathans, were agitated and conyulsed by the dis- 
closures of the incidents in the Punjab, the Royal Proclamation came asa 
balm to heal the wound. It is therefore with a loyal heatt that we offer our 
devoted thanks for the kind message of sympathy and encour ment with - 
which that Proclamation is replete and which shows the Warmth of feeling 
and sincerity of heart of His Imperial Majesty. ; “ 


There are three announcements in the Proclamation —(¢) the passing of 
the Government of India Act’; (te) the Amnesty to political prisoners, and (77) 
the proposal for the constitution of a Council of Princes. ¢ 


As regards the Government of India Act, the Proclamation makes note 
of one most important fact and-makes one very important announcement.” It 
states, ‘ there is one gift which yet remains and without which the progress of 
a country cannot be consummated—the right of her people to direct her affairs 
and safeguard’ her interesta...... The control of her domestic concerns : 
is a burden which India may legitimately aspire to taking upon her own 
shoulders.’ It is for the first time that this announcement is made and steps 
taken to put us on the threshold of what may lead to responsible 
government. : a ne 


My Lorg, there are moments when sovereigns do the right thing and in - 
fact capture. the imagination: of their subjects by showing their sympathy 
with their aspirations. India is.a loyal country. Indians are by nature 
grateful, loyal and devoted to their ruler ; Indians are touched. by the slightest — 
acts of sympathy, It is therefore no wonder that His Majesty’s Proclamation 
has had the effect of pacifying and soothing those who were discontented. If 
in the year 1911 His Imperial Majesty while in India held out words of hope, 
by the Proclamation of December last and by giving his Royal assent to the 
Government of India Act, he has partially fulfilled our hopes. - The solemn | 
declaration made by His Minister, [ mean the Right Hon'ble Mr. Montagu, on 


the 20th August. 1917, has been to some extent carried out. I believe 


that the policy of His Majesty's Government, as notified in the said " 
declaration of the 20th August, that of inereasing association of Indians 
in every branch of administration and the gradual devel dinstt “ae self- 
governing institutions with a view to the progressive Be Fa of res- 
ponsible government in India as an integral part of the British Emp ye 
will be fulfilled by the new Reforms Act. I do not: say that we have © 
reached the goal of our ambition and that we are to rest satisfied with what — 
we have got. But I believe with many of my distinguished countrymen that 
the reforms will enable us to advance fi rther towards our goal, that the 
pyc ¥e Hn Atmbptiestone to’ secpenaiil government, and to use the 
e rocla on | ere now ies } gk LN . ‘step on 

the road to responsible government,’ — . ie: ba nr ms 2 aid oe. 

Edueated Indians. who form the backbone of Indian sooiet? will ” 
remain true and loyal to the British Government. — | od ¥ a 
it is the British Government ‘which has iodine to’ the ‘le 
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the supremacy of the British Government. Jt may be that 

agitation in th country for larger powers than the present Act gives us before - 

the statutory period of ten years has expired, but that will not be unusual— 
I would even go further and say that it will be not unreasonable. My Lord, 

~ you Raison command the surging waves of the sea and say unto them ‘thus 
far shalt thou go and nofurther and here shalt ‘thy proud waves be staid,’ 
A new spirit has dawned upon the country—why, it has dawned upon the _ 
world. The new idea of Nationality has caught hold of the educated mind 

in this country and has convulsed society here and in the Continent of 
Europe. Phenomenal rise of Japan in the Far East and the destruction of the 
military autocracies—even of the Holy Roman Empire in the west like a house 
of cards—have given_an electric shock to the old-world ideas and beliefs. Ttis ” 
not necessary for me to point out or to reiterate that the new Act is a step 
towards,responsible government. The trusted leaders cf the people, sincere 
friends and well-wishers of India are unanimous in that opinion. Captain 
Ormsby-Gore, one of the members of the Joint Committee of Péstiomsnt, says, 
“There ig a new conception of Empire, and India’s march towards the status 

__ of a self-governing dominion, away from thie status’ of a Dependency, has 
begun.’ We, therefore; welcome the measure and convey to-His Imperial 
Majesty our heartfelt gratitude for having given his Royal assent to it. 


The Proclamation gives amnesty to political prisoners and His Majesty's 
words cannot fail to give rise to sincere feelings of gratitude, not only to the 
public but to the political prisoners themselves. It is needless to say that 
the Reforms Act without the amnesty would have fallen flat on the country. 
His Majesty says, ‘It is my earnest desire at this time that so far as possible 
any trace of bitterness bet ween my people and those who are responsible for 
my government should be obliterated. Let those who in their eagerness for 
political progress have broken the law in the past respect it in the future. 
Let it become possible for those who are charged withthe maintenance. of 
peaceful and ‘orderly government to forget extravagances they have had to 
curb, A new era is opening. Let it begin with ‘a coumon determination 
among my people and my officers to work together for a common purpose.’ 

’ We hope oi. trust that those to whom these words have been addressed 
will carry them out in the spirit in which they'are intended. 


. By. the Proclamation, His Imperial Majesty has given assent to the 
establishment of a Chamber of Princes. Though we on this-side of India are’ 
not very much interested in these Indian States, still the establishment of a 

_ Chamber of Princes has a political significance for the whole of India: To me 
- personally it is highly gratifying as I advocated the establishment of such a 
chamber so far back as the year 1888 in my ‘ History of the Native States of 
India.’ © On the Ist January 1877 on the historic plain of Delhi a ‘Council of 
‘the Empire’ was created. It was stated on that memorable occasion that 

_ the object of establishing this Imperial Council was to associate the Indian 
Princes with the Government of the Empire in a manner honourable to them- 
selves and advantageous to the public interests. The Council has remained a 
_paper Council ever since. A Council of this nature is urgently needed to 
. place the relations between the Paramount Power and its great feudatories on 
an altogether now, superior and better footing.. By their loyal and devoted 
sérvices during the war they have established their claims to have a chamber 
of their own, and His 4 gre Majesty has in justice to their services given 
them a chamber to which they were entitled. ” Nae 
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rd, an al Proclamation issued at any time by any sovereign ' 
for Rogue of. Raybekt is bound to fire their imagination and enthusiasm 
“and awaken in their breasts sentiments of the dee t loyalty and of 
profound gratitude, and, my Lord, former rulers of this historic country in 
ages gone by have. signified on historic and memorable occasions by, the 
promulgation of Charters and Proclamations their sentiments of love and 
affection for their people. But the Proclamation of His’ Imperial Majesty — 
George V stands pre-eminent by the circumstances and occasion of its 
romulgation and the character of its contents above all the Charters: and 
Pcleamairias of the world. It stands unique amongst the literature of its 
kind. .I venture to say that one will seek in vain in the archives of the 
world for a royal document which can bear comparison with the Pr, ‘lamation _ 
of the King-Emperor in the nobility of its sentiments, the loftiness of its ideals. 
and the generous policy of government foreshadowed for the fature. When Il | 
say this, I do not forget the edicts of Asoka, the firmans of Firoze Shah 
and the institutes of Jehangir, edicts, charters and institutes issued by 
sovereigns imbued with high and humane ideals for the welfare of their 
subjects. Nor do I forget the great Charters of Euglish History. The» 
Proclamation, my Lord, has been described as the Magna Charta of India. 
But we should remember that it is not a charter wrung from a sovereign, in a 
moment of panic or under pressure of adverse circumstances., It. is a 
Proclamation promulgated after careful consideration and due deliberation 
by the mightiest Emperor of the world—the only Emperor in the Wesi—to 
his stbjects in the East, in the plentitude of his power, in the height 
of his glory, by the Head of an Empire which has emerged victorious. and 
triumphant from a world-wide war which has overturned the thrones of 
Tsars and Kaisers and of lesser kings. As to its character and contents, 
the Proclamation embodies the Joftiest ideals of statesmanship and kingship 
expressed in noble language. My Lord, the Proclamation is characterised as 
a message of hope and inspiration. It is undoubtedly a message of hope, 
but it is much more. Let us pause for a moment and analyze its contents, 
It recounts the measures passed by Parliament for the better govern- 
ment of India culminating with the Act which has now become law. 
It reminds us of the sentiments of ‘affection and devotion towards India 
of His Majesty and His predecessors and of the Royal Proclamations issued | 
by them. — It tells us -how the desire after political responsibility has’ resulted 
from the British contact with India and how the beginnings of responsible ° 
government were laid many years ago and how the scope has been extended 
stage by stage till now there lies before us a definite step on the road 
‘to responsible government. It points out the need of mutual. forbearance 
between all sections and races of the people of India and for co-operation 
, for the common good in sinking unessential differences. It further announces 
the exercise of the, Royal clemency to political offenders. tp perrewy:, 


Now the announcement of the 20th August has been vindicated, the 
Reforms Act isan accomplished fact. The Royal clemency has been exercised 
by the Viceroy on behalf of His Majesty in the fullest, measure. ‘Thus the 
Proclamation is not merely a pledge, a promise, a pious hope, it is the fulfil- — 
ment of a promise, the redemption of a pledge, the realization of our hope. The 
Sovereign has demonstrated his sovereignty in a just and génerous manner. It 
is now for the subjects to.give proofs of their allegiance. A solemn‘and sacre: 
obligation is laid on our shoulders. Let not our gratitude and loya 
with the mere effervescence of words. Let us sara dseds thks @) 


, : . a a) 
intensity of our loyalty.’ My he ay confess that et lan thts a8 






who were not in love with man tures of the Reforms is 
_ very Council Chamber I voiced -the dissatisfaction of tlie Mosl. fy. 
at the place accorded to them under the Montagu-Chelmsford B But | 
now that the’ Act is passed and the Sovereign bids us to observe mutual 
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progressive people, and that the safety and welfare of the country depends on. 
the supremacy of the British Government. It may be that there will be 
agitation in the country for larger powers than the present Act gives us before 


‘the statutory périod of ten years has expired, but that will not be unusual— 


I would even go further and say that it will be not unreasonable. My: Lord, 
you cannot command the surging waves ofthe sea and say’ unto them ‘Thus 
lin shalt thou go and nofurther and here shalt thy proud waves be staid.’ 
A new spirit has dawned upon the country—why, it has dawned upon the 
world. The new idea ‘of Nationality has caught hold of the educated mind 
in this country and has convulsed society here and in the Continent of 
Europe. Phenomenal rise of Japan in the Far East and the destruction of the 
military autocracies—even of the Holy Roman Empire in the west like a house 
of cards—have given an electric shock to the old-world ideas and beliefs. ‘It is 
not necessary for me to point out or to reiterate that the new Act is a step 
towards responsible government. The trusted leaders of the people, sincere 
friends and well-wishers of India, are unanimous. in that opinion. Captain 
Ormsby-Gore, one of the members of the Joint Committee of Parliament, says, 
‘There is a new conception of Empire, and India’s march towards the status 
of a self-governing’ dominion, away from’ the status of a Dependency, ‘has . 
begun.’ We, therefore, weleome the measure and convey to His Imperial 
Majesty our heartfelt gratitude for having given his Royal assent to it. 


The Proclamation gives amnesty to political prisoners and His Majesty's 
words cannot fail to, give rise to sincere feelings of gratitude, not. only to the. 
public but to the political prisoners themselves. It is needless to say that ' 
the Reforms Act without the amnesty would have fallen flat of tlie éountry. 
His Majesty says, ‘It is my earnest desire at this time that so far as possible 
any trace of bitterness between my people and: those who are responsible for 


a my government should be obliterated. Let those who in their eagerness’ for 


political progress have broken the lawin the past respect it in the future. 
Let it become possible for those who are charged with the maintenance of 
peaceful and orderly government to forget extrayagances they have.had to 
curb. > A’new era is opening. Let it begin with a common determination 
among my. people and my officers to work together for a common purpose.’ 
We hope and trust that those to whom these words “have been addressed 
will carry them out in the $pirit in which they are intended.. 


By the’ Proclamation, His Imperial Majesty has given assent to the 
establishment of'a Chamber'of Princes.. Though we on this side of India are’ 
not very much interested in these Indian States, still the establishment of a 
Ohamber of Princes has a political significance for the whole of India. To me 


personally it is highly gratifying as I advocated the establishment of such a 


chamber so far back as the year 1888 in my ‘ History of the Native States of 
India’ On the 1st January 1877 on the historic plain of Delhi a ‘Council of 
the Empire’ was created. It was stated on that memorable occasion that 
the object of establishing this Imperial Council was to associate the Indian * 


. Princes with the government of the Empire in a manner honourable to them- 
selves and advantageous. to the public interests. The Council has remained a 


paper Council ever since. A Council of this nature is urgently needed to 
place ‘the relations between the Paramount Power and its great feudatories on 


an altogether new, superior and better footing. By their loyal and devoted 
‘services during the war they have established their claims to have a chamber 


of their own, and His Imperial Majesty has in justice to their services given 


them a chamber to which they were entitled. ” 


The Hon'ble Dr. Suhrawardy said :— : 
Lee md, I rise to give my. wholehearted support to the resolution 
4 
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Dr. Suhrawardy. 


My Lord, any Royal Proclamation issued at any time by any sovereign 


’ for the welfare of his people is bound to fire their imagination and enthusiasm 


and awaken in their breasts sentiments of the deepest loyalty and of — 


profound gratitude, and, my Lord, former rulers of this historic country in 


fied on historic and memorable oceasions by the, — 
1 yee moet Proclamations their sentiments of love, and. 
4 But the Proclamation of His Imperial Majesty — 


ion for their people. : i fj 
George. V stands potion ee by. he : cixonmatanos®:_ nd “QecRsina Othe 


te ee and the character of its contents, above all the Charters and . 


Proclamations of the. world. It stands unique amongst the literature of its 





kind. I venture to say that one will seek, in vain in the archives ofthe 


world for ‘a royal document which can bear comparison with the Proclamation 


of the King-Emperor in the nobility of its sentiments, the loftiness of its ideals _ 


nerous policy of government foreshadowed for the future. When I 
se eet do ee edicts, of Asoka, the firmans of Firoze Shah 
and the institutes of Jehangir, edicts, charters and institutes issued by 
sovereigns. imbued with high and humane ideals for the welfare of their 
subjects., Nor do I forget the great Charters of English History. The 
Proclamation, my Lord, has been described as the Magna Charta of India. 
But we should remember that it is not a charter wrung from a sovereign in a 
moment of panic or under pressure of adverse circumstances. It is a 


Proclamation promulgated after careful consideration and due deliberation by 
chi mightiest evieree of the world—the only Emperor in the West to-day—_ 


to his subjects in the East, in tke plenitude of his power, in the height 
. of his glory,.by the Head of an Empire which has emerged victorious and 


triumphant from a world-wide war which has foundered empires and over- . 


turned the thrones of Tsars and Kaisers and of lesser kings. As to its 


character and contents, the Proclamation embodies the Joftiest ideals of states- — 


manship and kingship expressed in noble language. My Lord, the Proclama- 
tion is characterised as a message’of hope and inspiration. It is undoubtedly 


a message of hope, but it is much more. Let us pause for a moment and ° 


analyse its contents. It recourits the measures passed by Parliament for the 


better government of India culminating ‘with the Act which has now become 


law. It reminds us of the sentiments of affection and devotion towards India 
of His Majesty and his predecessors and of the Royal Proclamations issued 
_by them. It tells us how the desite after political responsibility has resulted 
from the British contact with India and how the beginnings of responsible 
government. were laid many years ago and how the scope has been eae 
stage by stage till now there lies before us a definite step on the road 


to responsible government. It points out the need of mutual forbearance. 


between all sections and races of the people of India and for co-operation’ 
for the common good in sinking unessential differences. It further announces 
the exercise of the Royal clemency to political offenders. cei LSE 


‘ 
eee bes 
*. 


Now, My Lord, the announcement of the 20th August has been vindicated. 


The Reforms are an accomplished fact. The Royal clemency has been exercised — 


by the Vieetoy on behalf of His Majesty in the fullest measure. Thus the 


Proclamation is not merely a pledge, a promise, a pious hope, it is the fulfil- 
ment of a promise, the redemption of a pledge, the realisation of our hopes. | na 


Sovereign has demonstrated his sovereignty in a just and generous mani 


a 


is now for the subjects to give proofs of their allegiance. A solemn and 
obligation is laid on our shoulders. Let not’ our. gratitude and loyalty end 
with the mere effervescence of words, Let us prove by deed thio. sessile gad F 











intensity of our loyalty. My Lord, I frankly confess that I was amongst those 
who were not in love with many features ‘ofthe Rofor cheme. a maaeted yi 
very Council Chamber I adie 3 the dissatisfaction | epee yori ong 
att e place accorded to them under the Montagu-Chelmsford - aa IS, 





i 


now that the Aet is passed and the Sovereign bids us to « 


sacred, 


5 py aad Eyre 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri; Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


forbearance for the success of this gréat experiment, let the voice of dissatis- 

faction and discontent be hushed in silence. Time was when differenge of 
_ race and religion might have been urged as an obstacle in the way of cordial 
 o-operation. The greatest and mightiest of Moslem monarchs dreamt the 
dream of building up an Indian nation, and strove hard both by example and ° 
precept for the realization of his dream. He lived to see his dream shattered 
_ and died of a broken heart. The hapless Prince_Dara, who dared dream the 
‘dream of his illustrious grandfather, had to pay with his blood the penalty ‘of 
his boldness and broadminded sympathy with the Hindus. 


_ But now, despite the holocausts of Arrah and Katarpur the air reso&nds 
with the ery of Hindu-Moslem unity. The unrest and ferment born of the 
-impact of Britain and India is seeking to find rest in the formation of an Indian 
. nation. But let not the nationalists forget that the India of to-day is not the 
‘India of Hindus and Moslems alone, but it is the India of Hindus; Moslems 
and Christians. ‘ Let the inheritors of the civilization and culture of Asoka and 
. Vikramaditya, of Akbar and Shah Jehan—Hindus and Moslems—=rise to the, 
height of the occasion and united in a bond of indissoluble brotherhood work 
in unison, harmony and cordial co-operation with the great British people, the 
eatest friends of freedom, the members of the freest empire in the world. 
ae the Britisher also, realise his share in the creation of the desire in Indian 
minds for- political freedom ‘and let him not look upon Indian political leaders . 
as his enemies. In the words of the Urdu poet— 3 


TB, Hy aS cle goal calli oh Sew & cate od call gl ae 
You yourselves ‘have brought this flood of freedom from the West 


Lay. therefore, the foundation of your empire and the fabric of your consti- 
tution deep in the hearts of the people, so that they may endure for ever. 


My Lord, with understanding and sympathy, and cordial co-operation the 
» Zion of our Hope and the Mecca of our. Aspirations will be reached in no 
distant future and Britishers will be proud of their Indian fellow-citizens and 
partners in the great British Commonwealth, and Indians will proudly declare 
themselves as the citizens of an. Empire wider and vaster- than thateof the 


>” 


Romans, and say, ‘ We are citizens of the British Empire’. 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, I rise not to add anything to. what has been so ably moved 
by my friend the Hon'ble Rai Radha Chatan Pal Bahadur, and the previous 
speakers, but I think it my duty as a tepresentative of the people, as well as 
im my private capacity to associate myself wholeheartedly in an expression of 
homage—loyal and dutiful homage—to His Imperial Majesty‘ the King- 
Emperor for the gracious Proclamation of the 23rd December last and in our 
respectful assurance to His Majesty the King-Emperor that His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales will raceive a most cordial and enthusiastic 
welcome from us. With these expressions of loyalty, [ wholeheartedly 
support what has been said by the hon’ble mover and the previous 
speakers,” : . 
The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :-— é 
“My Lord, I rise to join my humble voice to the expression of gratitude 
and loyalty to = Majesty the King-Emperor. ‘There may be differences of 
opinion about the system of administration carried on in this country or the 
‘manner in which government is carried on here, but so far as Indians are 
concerned—and by Indians I mean all sections of the community, whether 
atic sts or not, whether Hindus or Muhammadans—we are at least one in 
‘our devotion to the person of His Majesty and the Throne of England. 
claim that so far as the Indian people are concerned their loyalty to the 
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Mr. P.O. Mitter; Mr. Watson-Smyth: © °° 


which is also the Throne of India, is not less sincere and less heartfelt 
sae Be bo the people of Great Britain themselves, and that. whenever we 
‘have to tind fault with the administration we have done it'with the know- | 
ledge that our criticism would reach the foot of the Throne and that redress — 
would come from His Majesty. Besides the feeling of loyalty which exists 

in the heart of the people I might add that any member of the House of 
the late Queen Victoria would always command the affectionate regard and 
respect from the people of India and as His Majesty King George has not only 
maintained the reputgtion of his illustrious house but has also enhaneéd it by 
his ‘sympathy with the people of this country, I cam assure your: Excellency’s 
Government that we will not be wanting in lending our co-operation and help | 
to his desire to make the Reforms Act a success. | join in the hope that — 
‘the members of the Government will also lend us a helping hand. Mutual 
co-operation of the people and Government is necessary so that His Majesty's. 
“wishes may be fulfilled. With these word I beg to associate myself in the 
_motion which is now before the house,’’.-.. yee ORAL 


, ‘ tr 


The Hon'ble Mr, P. CG. Mitter said :— 


“My Lord, Lam desired by my. colleagues, including the landowning’ 
interest A this house, to join my voice to what has been san with regard to 
the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
In doing so 1 desite. to state one aspect of the queation which has been 
overlooked. We Indians are sincerely and wholeheartedly bi opinion that 
the salvation of India lies in her continuing to be a part of the British 
Empire, Even those who are perhaps at times tlie bitterest critics of British. 
administration in India, even they, are fully convinced and are sincere in, 
their conviction that the salvation of India lies in association with and as a 
partner of the Rritish Empire: But, my Lord, at times in the heat of contro- 
versy people forget and it is natural, inevitable for them to forget, that. in 
order to cement the bond of. union between England and India that the 
agitation and bitterness which found a place in the past must cease to have 
any place in view ‘of the coming reforms, because we must remember that 
England is the head of the Empire of which India aspires to be a t partner, 
ant I have no doubt that as our reformed Council mets and’ ‘to discuss © 
the practical problems of the country and as Indians themselves take up res- ' 
ponsibilities in the new Councils, they will realize. the importance of the move. 
At the same time I have no doubt that my European. fellow-citizens in the. 
reformed Councils will begin to take a real and abiding interest in the prac- 
tical political problems of ndia. They will try as much as we Indians will try 
"In creating @ more contented India and in creating an India which will be- 
of the ablest partners in this Empire. My Lord, originally-I_ did gaat 
to speak on this resolution, but. as I have been asked by my colleagues, who 
represent the landholding interest in this Council; I cannot do better than join 
my voice in support of this resolution.” ay ‘s ps 


oh 
x ‘ 


‘ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth said-— 


“On behalf of the Bengal Chamber at’ Commie: Te gece gg ial at Sanit : 
resolution. .I cordially associate myself and thant wists fe : crt ert ze 





(abression of loyal and respectful homage to His Majesty the Kine -E mperor 
We also join in the expression of Geetiis to THis Moe i for announcing his - 
intention to depute His Royal Highness the Prince of Wale ts visit India as B 
Majesty's representative for the purpose of inaugurating the new constitution, 
ang We join in tendering our respectful assurance th His Royal 
will receive a most cordial and enthusiastic welcome “from the peo: 


‘ 
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My. Ain Me Phebps ihe President ; Rai. Radha Chévan Pal. Bahadur. 


aie tothe loyal subjects of His Majesty ? The golden cable wediialy Ate: 
the. -Kmperor with India is 4 secret sympat hy for their just and a feat 
_mate sol hagere se gagnaa age: | 


oA Iti 18 Sher ™ TPs, 

viphoh Gyan . That silvery pp at a silken Hos, a « betas 
acta « - From heart to heart and mind tomind : & Bi 
~ In united soul gan bind. 


sitter: word.in the Proclamation breathes sympathy for the Fino: og: 


-'The Royal assent to the India Reforms Act has given in opportunity. 
for an’ “outburst of loyalty to the Throne of the King-Emperor. ‘Exceptions — 
are taken in some quarter to the wording of the resolution, but the idea of 
loyalty and firm ‘attachment to- the person of His Majesty is deep rooted 
in the country. 

Standing in the Council Chamber we ought in a matter of this kind! 
to forget the difference we attach to mere ‘words or What we owe toa party. 
The itoiale. and non-officials’ must be in perfect rey ig and be 

- enthusiastic in their homage to him and give vent to their. feelings of 
reverence and affection for a monarch so mighty in war, so glorious in 
victory and so resolute in bringing about peace to the world. The Reforms 

Act has secured for us to some extent a recognition of our legal’ ‘right to 

self-government. “I do not like to discuss whether our hopes and sentiments 
\ have been -fully_realized or not. “hat is a conroversial point. In» proposing | 

a vote of thanks in the Council Chamber we ought to show our profound 

loyalty. ts His Majes ajesty. The announcement .of the Mteaded visit of the 

~ Prince of Wales has also filled our hearts with joy. .The Hindus and. 

Mattapaiaan have great regard for their kings. To merely gaze on his. 

“face is regarded 3 as a virtue by the Hindus.” 


. The Hon'ble Mr. ‘twin said — 


wan laa My Lord, on behalf of the Selitainy eae which [ Bate the. 
honour to represent in this-Council, T beg to give my, loyal and wholehearted 
support to this resolution.” ee ‘ 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps rae ot 
“My “Lord, the. excellent sentiments AE in ‘this resolution. are so 
obvious that I have not come. prepared to make a speech ‘in ‘support. of -it. 
But | find that representatives of different communities have expressed their 
opinions and even my hon’ble friend of the Chamber of Commerce has made 
as expressing the opinion of the. body he represents. Inv view of that. 1 ~ 
rad shat if: Ido not say a word on behalf of the association which I. have the 
honour to os cigars T may possibly be misunderstood. Regarding the-Reforms. 
re wi Inna gwen experience and work in the: inunicipabity, principally 
ts: ndian' nag oiettee 1 a long time that Fam in close sym-. 
with wha my colleagues. I have been seat for .co- ear for 
the last 25 years, and I rejoice to find that Some of my European fr 
alm bitterly opposed the Reforms ‘Scheme hace fe es round to my opinion, 
and | have, very much pleasure in supporting the resolution ia this Couneil.” + 
a > Hor eT 96 ee risen from his seat— os 
mi to soem tein bs vay ot reply? ‘No body: has. +: 
ages Charan Pat Ba : j said aie > a ’ 
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my hon’ble friend ohn saul punchidll 
‘whiob I very much deplore—to have c ; 
when I,feel that nothing but harmony should have eb: 
cooding# of this Council. My Lord, 1 w ill not pause to discuss the ¢ 
or the necessity of giving certificates where none are needed, bi 
friend will realize that there is such a thi as loyalty. to a pz 
a question, arises for discussion about which a. “party: 
views it is impossible to expect that that question can be: 
member of that party to pass unchalle: pd ee ob 

ne pres ent in this house to discuss and deeide | 
rhotns "dS or do net constitute’ a substantial. ee 
government. I will not make a confession, but I i 
opinion of the majority of the party which I tep nt me 
itself to me, but, my Lord, once that decision is’ and so. ‘ 
not severed myself from that party, I think it would be disloyal 
I did not object to the incorporation of these words about. + whigh T Know 
majority of my party feels very strongly. : - 


u #y 
My Lord, I fully realize ‘that the gracious, words of H 
King-Emperor have not only inau pres "at eae " 

His Majesty's subjects the solemn du 
with a view to'produce t oe serene. ans 
the new: reforms: can | de a success. ct ins 
like this when we a 2 the threshold of a great exp 
pregnant with vital seniorinen ons pom ‘on oan 
suicidal, not to say unpatriotic, to 
the efforts of , Spear ny He thee a 








I would not ply have rial ‘or the: re 
adly said. whatever I could have | Si 
wanes as I have 





\ ? answ edi 4 ' hae 
the eee pas tens ‘anust ‘awa 
jelmsford Fae nig Indian Co 





Stick oe "Ret Raids Charin Bal Badr. a 


eu s 
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cobcata ave Sak Sec) “I think it should be left-for timfe to show and for 
Indians ‘to justify whether the reforms are a substantial 4 or faint 
should given ~ Why stop and quarrel over words and bring into the 
‘\ABeekagiot ‘in dite" Council matter of a controversial character ? Let us offer 
teen fol thanks . those who are responsible ‘for these ,reforms and tet 
- us unite and co-operatego make the reforms a success. » Let us show that we 
_-are fit for them and by our fitness 7 ‘more reforms er that these reforms 
vate: inadequate: e 


i He L ‘do not wish | to. take ‘up ‘the time. of this Council as | hope | have 

my position t to" the hon'ble mover. . Although I move this amend- 

a T ack say‘ that possibly these reforms are not a. substantial step 

- towards responsible’ dvernment, but what I say is this that I cannot allow 

this resolution as it a’ been worded by my friend to be passed in this 

Counc il without a challenge. I regret that my friend should have so 

worded his resolution.as to bring it within the sphere of controversy. _ With 
these fow. words | beg to move the amendment." 


“The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— 


- “My Lord I. must say that Lam very much struck by the speech of my 
hor " le. fiend: I have said already in my previous ovservations that we all 
recognize the fact that there is a difference of opinion as to the adequacy or in- 
adequacy of the privileges that have been granted to us. But, my Lord, at the - 
same time I must confess that there is a large wolunie of public Opinion whieh 
Naeem the view that I have taken. The fact why I have not touched on 
Foc ceoeg part of my motion is oan because I know véry well that it-is 
- -useless on my part to make a lor speech to convince some of my friends 
e pd ‘left, that it is a definite and substantial step towards the progressive realiza- 
aR, 2 ye government. But I have. said, my Lord, that. we respect 
pare opinion, and,on the present occasion iptordor to secure harmony 
ache d to the pledge given by. my hon’ble friend which I believe 
' represents ina large measure the voice of the party he belongs to, and in order 
- fomodure ir aanicigiite’ this measure a success, I for my part am quite 
with. “ ta approval of this house to accept an amendment that the 











be omitts from me resolution, in order to bring about — 
word: ‘definite,’ I do not think that my: 
tit, We all know that this Couneil 
onthcantwe of di t Bhades of opinion ard it is therefore. 
that a eee of this-sort, should be “unanimous, and if that 
pe poanie eer i an quite prepares ‘ secs it,” : 
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‘The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— ee 


j , Bi A Ne 

‘My Lord, the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray has made one regerva- 
tion. In his resolution he was not much concerned about what a arsin the 
last sentence of this resolution. My, Lord, if we are to congratulate certain 
persons we musi. congratulate them for something and what is that something ? 
My hou'ble friend, Maulvi Fazl-al-Haq, says that because he belongs toa party — 
which thinks that the reforms are not suflicient therefore he should pose the bus 
resolution, I cannot follow that reasoning, my. Lord. That the Act» 8 done 
something substantial isan admitted fact. We should all try to successfully 
work it out. That is why we should-say something move than what is ‘stated 
in the resolution. ‘The Act no doubt is not yet complete: ' The rules are. not . 
yet framed and placed before the public. We do not yet know “how far 
the measure is likely to work out in detail. But: we have contidence in 
Mr. Montagu and we are proud of Lord Sinha, the present Un r-Secretary 
State, and we know fat well thatthey’ will do» their utmost in making the 
rules satisfactory. Pe, 


If the words were not there in the resolution I would not have troubled « 
to insert them. But when the words appear there J think we cannot omit 
them. In the country of course there is some difference of opinion as. to 
whether the reforms’are substantial or not, but we are all unanimous in offer- 
ing our congratulations to-the framers of the Act. “In that view I support 
the retention of the words in the resolution.” YS 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said -— 


“My Lord, | rise to support the amendment of my hon’ble friend, the 

. Hon'ble Maulvi’ Fazl-ul-Haq. ~ In doing so I have only to say that _ 
although we do not agree to the opinion that the Reforms Act.is a definite and : 
substantial step towards responsible government, -I for one and the party to 
which I belong do not “forget that credit is due to.Mr. Montagu for having 
this Act passed through*the Houses of Parliamént and for the ‘great trouble — 
and interest that he has taken inthe matter. ..We are grateful to him; we 
offer him our thanks and also his colleauges and those wito were associated 
with him in this matter, From the nature of the ‘severe cross-examination 
to which I was put by Mr. Montagu‘I can-say this mueh that he takes a deep 
interest in the people of India and that he is very much concerned in their 
‘ welfare. We also know full well that he ‘had to fight against great diffieul- 

ties in bringing about a great change like the one that he has brought 
about. But all the same the country is divided in their. opinion a8 to | 
whether-these reforms are substantial or not, and I think we the ‘members of —— 


+ - 


this Council who represent various interests and various itical -opinions—- 
all shades of political opinion—think that it would have et advisable if the ~— 
Hon'ble Babu Surendra ,Nath Ray's resolution could haye, been ved 80 

that we could come to an unanimous decision. ‘The Hon'ble 1 i Setoadee J 
Nath Ray advisedly did not bring forward those’ three words ‘substantial ~~. 
and definite’ because he knew that that would ‘raise a discussion and would — 

be controversial. At the same time the hon'ble mover of this ‘resolution — 

advisedly put. in those words because he. wanted. to get a definite opinion _ 1 
from this Council. Situated as I am { would oppose this resolution: not only > _ 
because my party has declared that these reforms are n substantial and 
— but pod mae o_o I am rather deubehal uncut whether the 
reforms are substantial and definite. Therefore 1. support | the amendment 
moved by my friend the Hipn'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq.” SL aie area poe 


Pbrrinhndueniy vane 
‘ My Lord, I, consider. the Governmen ‘of India Act Pay Reo: 
substantial step towards responsible government. ‘The tests of. re ‘ 
Government are, firstly, that ‘the:powers-of -wontrol should bh 
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‘The Act which has now become law entrusts 
ofthe people with a definite share in apse 
responsible Government hereafter.’ oe ; 

If not in 8 many words, by implication the. Proc 
which we have just passed a resolution. in this house, also 
to bea definite step and entrusts the elected representatives. 
with a definite share in Government and. points.the way to { 
Government hereafter. In other words, by - 
substantial and definite step. towards the. progressive rei 
sible government. My hon'ble friend has referred _ to” his le 
and he says that whatever his own opinion maybe it .is out — 
pay that he pe" seen this gener Or | should ! 

e mover and. his supporters t there another 
loyalty which is referred to ia the Royal Proel mc 2 tself and 
‘true patriotism transcends party and cousiutiaaien interests, and J 
sinking of unessential differences for the peuinen wen These, 

my reasons for opposing the amendment.” Othe dein 


The Hon’bie Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur sa 
“My Lord, I do not. belong to the ‘party to- nan 
Faz-lul-Haq belongs and speaking for mpedle eae 
which has been passed by the Parliament and fe ei 
definite and substantial step towards the progressive real 
government. At the» same time. 1 cannot conceal 
Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur has made a tactical 
ee words ae “<e main words of his resolution. The 
' ot possibly an pe rege in the passing of | this re 
neh gears that he forgot the rule. ae regi 
tance. What. is. to. be gained by the vote o 
on this point? We are not required to decide this point, 
be. cies ected that the eloquence of my hon’ble : 
1 enough to convert those Mocsbore Who are 
% ae Therefore it would have been. better i 
originally left out. I very much sympathize. 
_Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq and the sentiment conveyed in it, 
_ is useless to have this point discussed in this — 
ied its use. when the Bill was not passed and the e 
orm an expression of its. opinion on the me 
said it Sas shea of wisdom | duce the 
to ace - Maulyi — azl-ul-Haq's. mend: 
my vote, specially as 1 sincer 
a towards the Progressive 













+ that pa ha walt that it is necessary for 
matter of that sia one gheresved se India to oar the | 


make ‘the refornié a auccess, are we likely. to amske it 



































substantial and definite? If we think that they are not so, 
mur duty to gay so. But on an examination it will be found as 

'ble ‘Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadar has cogently proved that the reforms 
1 and definite. Now if the steps are substantial and definite 
aos to make the reforms a success, should we try to whittle down 
a effect of the reforms by sticking out for a party and only for a 
party? If the limitation of his per sounder reasons existed, 
w ‘snes te iated the attitu the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul- 
it Nath Bay vi Abul Kasem has said that the Hon'ble Babu 

ndra Nath Ray's amendment avoids the question. But a little considera- 

will show that after a resolution like item No. 10 a resolution like Babu 


tha question has arisen and now if we accept Babu Surendra Nath Ray) 8 
“it, would mean that we do not accept this very important cla 

My Lord, in passing the resolution in item No. 9 ananimous md 

the words of wisdom at aring in the King’s Proclamation. 


y to make the interests of the country more supreme than the 


maton I would still appeal to. the Hon'ble Mean Fazl-ul- 

Maulvi Abul Kasem to give effect to those words of peat 
ves have loyally accepted in the previous resolution.” 

“¢s on rnin was taken with the following ‘result := 





me . Noes—224, 
Sure ‘The Hon'ble Sir Ra Nath Mook HOLE. 
uv é ” oO Satan Satay Rt 

oo Mr. W. H. H. Arden ood, 0.1.8, 


re Hrishikesh Laha, 6.1.8. 


“hon that 
‘0, 9 he spoke in ‘terms 


the question in a halting ‘spirit? Do you venture — 
will make it a success if you honestly and truly believe 


Ray's would not serve the purpose. If that was the only reso-_ 
held the > fald then perhaps this question would not have arisen. ~ 


ve all accepted 
M Hon'ble Dr. Suhrawardy has already rawn the attention of the house to. 
sentences where His Majesty in words of wisdom calls upon all sections — 








nA 


‘patty politics. T now appeal—perhaps my appeal would bea 


v 


Khan baa ‘Maulvi es a; 
“Mr. 8. W. Goode.’ 42 
on W, W. Hornell, o are: 


Babu Mabon Nath Rey, cu ~ 


att > eee 
se Se 


re OF 





ug pen B ivan of Pact 
anieral timony of al tebe 
level best to have the 


“definite and ‘substantial | ‘step towards 

: ot'rexpmnsble government. My answer to. this 

e wanted 16 annas, but we have got, say, 12 or 8 
we have got a portion, not the whole of | 

‘the. whole of it, does it follow that we 
emembering at the same time that what 

aaa aoa ae ‘existi : constitution ?- The 

e less it | isa “reform.” 


likin Se apie 
Ean ets ie 
pe rremert om volume of peo — 





emai a 
Tay ea ae 
vy Vi 





vet 


PSO RP RAG nun BS aA ian k 5 
@ open to os _ ane 


aie i ta tet ee: Oe 


sols 
Pie tomy ord whieh ° wi m : 
x. 





- 


x 


should have been 
a . Seereent voice, 


~ United Provinces Legi 
-. in which no such nga Com Gu 


aes been given of co-operation of, all 






will be no harm if that. word is, Blown sonar 


tial WA unnecessary 


; ja _ cp ye Bl he reform 





| forget my own view ae y 
vanieecal Un fe Rsoueea tae that thew wi 

not be added to any declaration as to the ch 

it. my Gata te. sick ee pegeroninh egies 






















ier ee 
‘Pal Bahadur. 





“(As regards the ned ‘ det ie dasece aaa 
“beg to move my amendment.” HA 
y Lord, it is with no intention of bi 
pet giyen notice of an identical amend 
sary for“me to move. My objection is lin 
measure as substantial.’ 1 venture to 7 k 
versial, secondly, that it is unnecessary, 
tute. 1 fully a iate the sympathetic 
State to place ot sure road to rei 
the present résoluti 
4 ndeed the EB a of pies 
Propose to sen to-day deper 8 upon } 
behind it. It is not expedient, there 
an occasion. en that ipa aie 
























a ha of fis a sandy 


of India Act, but, what is of greater 


reforms. But, my Lord, in any view 
a pronouncement that the Fipeiae 
iabetentiol character. 








Vr Lata | y 
Pa eet 





vote vice ten nati’ Sh A 
Mei Ring eee Saale «+ 


ya ray 


ae sehiokea tS soratpe rest 
re t His F xeelleney th : 


sagt ae etait be: 


goede 





¥ 


not however for a fhe ve 
tto a Marionn to do- 


ha do it on behalf of Indians 


the stand-point of Indians. It 
from the Indian stand-point th 


moved. In the light of this”principle 1 
this matter dint My ied ese 


a a) nar ps Sessa and if this opinion was n 


Judy 


have stood on a different fc ony 
Indians, ‘That opinion was expre: Fin “ 
’ presentative bo.lies. So -far as ot aware, | am 
which ot the Indian opinion, namely, the 
All-India Moslem 1eand the M erate Cont 
“Fon Sak one I Snr 
~ expression ion. | Us seo. 
of these three bodies, So far as the Indian 
~ we know what it is: I shall not beg» We. 
‘simultaneously the other day by the 
Lord, it is said in some quarte 
pnacan I do not know af that 


SS an nano salaton wae 
the Moderate 





Ar a ihedeiticie 
peceraiee rsa 


rape daphace’® ie PA ae: ese n 





Tm Hole Mau Abul Kaen it — 1 phan het ee Re 


Lord, I regret it dish thes Shinobi tion. Bg ) 
ier for discussion in ‘the Council. The Hon'ble mover 
there is .a good deal of difference of opinion about Lord OC! 
sympathy with Indian fis is aspirations and his ale ; 
may be our differences: His Excellency is the. st 


in this country and as such is entitled to z 
very unfortunate that his conduct should be discussed 
lative Council. A large section ‘of the people are of | 


pry pos does’ not Boat oremnaei Ww 


: aomapat ith our aspirations nor had he 
opinion. Still he has of 
Lat Gist tr aoe 





ts ie 
| then put a “a 
ere tO. a 


thon 


, f ns 
pa Poy ona 7 
enol 


_ time a 
= a ons 














































Were I speaking to” your Lordship 
should: be content to vag a wll 
subjees i , but. Iam s 
ouncil and ‘in a publie 
have probably not Slee question, and 1 
be useful go state my experience, such as 
all BF those eh who om any ee in “ne 
study the et issu om the Bengal 
qh hod tater on “Hookworm Disease in 
»vernor of Bengal,’ and I venturé to say 
“those who were not preyiowsly acquainted with the facts 
takes about half an nity or less to read and must prove 
~ As regards myself T must preface my remar 
rsonal experience has been gained almost entirely 
Teunavers: principally Nepalese in the Darjeeling distri 
been intimately associated for-the last forty-five years. — 


I have not the least doubt that, asa ‘racd hey h 
deteriorating, physically speaking, and this deterioration mus 
and more rapidly as the years go by, unless something « can be done 


A mother who is debilitated by. disease and — : 
sufficient to nourish her own body ah less that of a « 
possibly produce strong healthy offspring, and ‘thei 
_ physique, of the whole race, previously referred to, 1 

t worse in each successive ‘generation ssp 
and successfully tackled. oa.” 


Iam aware that ‘this is a very serious alle 
“1 am not tating my own individual opinion only, Tha 
senior planters in the district their ban and bn! 
firmed what I say without exception. ; 


‘So much so ix this the case- dat: ceo 
factories, situated at adistance from the Railway, in- 
elevation, were accustomed to pack their tea in full 
110 to 160 Ibs. gross and had no difficulty in th 
miles uphill, for years past now’ have been 6 i 
packages rarely weighing more than 100 Ibs. gros 
_ times very difficult to get carried, ii 


* 


~My Lord, I am convinced - that “hooks 
eee deterioration, and it is to brat 
resolution j is intended. ti a 






tnae Tam convinced’ chat Slebeicath 
uber di of the. _mortality in nthe Provides 
disea person. b 

ted, is then. Taney e of | 





' 






Wi dind Fook " , gph bean Sep y PAS y 
rai avs, a ka EO CR is 


orem >t +: Bes Griffin in the. planting. districts of Natheskdlonpals and 
iid MeVail in the Jute Mill area round Calcutta, go to prove that 





ten te hills, the sabmontane or purely plains areas. 







of from eh ares to even, in some parts, 20 per cent. 
jare infected with this disease. 


ergy z the figures, ‘stated in your Lordship’s speech above referred to, 
ete ‘80 per cent., to think that four out. of every five of the unforttmate people 


in the incidence of infection munceiget Ree i 


eveiten ae by: both Ther Griffin and Dr. MeVail due that the’ 


-with whom one comes in daily contact, are infected with this dread disease — 


and having their _ 8 blood and vitality literally sapped out of them appears 
to me mae samemecicee calls for the =e stringent measures in order to stamp 
it out. 


The ake ihe f 
- Much » is eo done to cure hookworm and Aa iainias is thereby 
- averted, but vcuring the disease only, if 1 may say so;is more or less in — 
. the nature of: pouring water into a sieve, if, directly the -pyemicah is cured and 
_ Sets foot outside his door, he becomes re-in fected. 


Until the germs of the disease can be eradicated from the soil, it will 
continue to thrive and spread,and the only means of gradicating it from the 
soil is to stop the source of pollutién by the. ee cryete construction of 
latrines and insistence ‘on theiv use. ses 


ee inte pede told that if latrines are erected, it will be impossible to. get 


_ coolies to use them, but has not the same argument been used in connection ° 


with almost every innovation ever introduced ?:That it will be difficult at first, 


-L acknowledge, but that it will be impossible 1 emphitically deny, and I am ° 


confident that with gentle pressure and persuasion combined, the desired 
result will eventually, if gradually, be obtained. — + 


+ Kem an instance of this I may say that wea only a few years ago the 


. = eatin forthe cure of hookworm which is by no means ‘pleasant was . 


amongst tea. garden coolies, if was very difficult indeed to 
ackaae tec to submit themselves to it; however on those estates that 


persisted thy, coolies have begun to recognise Pe efficacy « of it and now come 
Cr - ton fd lags to ask for it. _ ais ; 


~ T think that everyone will agree shat labour is the one vital” “thetor, “more 
ea: any other, which will affect the@rosperity of this country in the future, 
Be itil shall stand or fall, what we should aim at is for each individual 
args a increase his production thereby incidentally increasing his own 
osperity, but how can this be effected, if what ayer iga fact, 

Har pueblo ‘of the labourer is deteriorating. 


= : we is think an undoubted fact that ‘the, demand pr labour, not only in 









‘Here in India. one cannot open. one’s daily paper without. seeing ‘the 
cement of new industrial companies being floated day after day, each 
: competition for labour, and the only ‘means. by 


ereby a may do the work and earn the wages of three. 
The benofits arising from efficient sanitation are. being more ‘and more 
r and is ceiving more and more attention from individuals year 
most more than most, the efforts of a large 
r the” pert “inactivity « of’ a Aisi g 


Pa mae. Ad ae 


dia but all over the world, is steadily increasing. pus ee ont 


a 


can be vitated wil be by increased efficiency and increased produc.» 


* £e., measures to combat disease it is hopeless to expect to stamp out 


- 


special attention of the Sanitary Department » oul 
t : 





Mr. Irwin; Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
In-your address to the representitives of they 
Bengal at a meeting held at Government Hai e, Calea 
December 4th, your Lordship is reported rape : 
‘Disease can be successfully fought only by. scientificall 
effort and scientifically organised effort has hitherto, T regret to 
conspicuous chiefly by its absence in Bengal ;’ again * It is clear 
have radically to recast our machinery before we can hope to. ai 
results ;’ further on again ‘And these agents must not only be 
responsibility for carrying out such measures but must be armed” 
powers as will enable them to give effect to them.” > #8 


-Leould with benefit quote further, but I fear t havo already _trespasse 
tod long on the patience of the Council and must therefore abstain. 
Without combination and ‘ scientifically organised ‘effort’ but ab 
unless ‘armed with such powers as will enable them to give effect 















Oxures 


combination and scientifically organised effort. can only be fic 
supported by legislative compulsion. In.every community there will 


be black sheep—passive resisters. 


“aj L have above emphasized the beneficial rosulte which the introduction 
anil use of latrines may -confidently be expected to have on hookworm « Leena 


« '? 4" 

- ot te 
| 
| 


a8 I consider it to be almost if not quite the most: formidable disease. with 










which we have to contend on account of its insidious and ever Nid cht 
gradually, fatal nature, — se PNRM BA ae 8 E i 
But more fapid and apparent beneficial results will: D oubtedly. accrue vert 
in the case of dirt-borne and fly-borne diseases, such as chole ‘a, dysentery, 
ete., which are credited with a far larger percentage of mortality; than hook- 
worm, the fatal nature of which is only just beginning tobe recognised by 
the majority $n account, as I have previously said, of its insidiousness. ee 
__ Should this resolution be accepted and given effect to, I, myself, age 
empleyer of labour, will be ¢ isiderably affected , “but on the ae 









humanity alone, I would welcome the tax it would ‘impose upon me whilst — 
eventually the benefit accruing will undoubtedly be reaped trots 4 cape 
healthy and consequently efficient. and _eontented labourforce if not by me 


then by my successors, $ 
Si eos 












. 
7 A if 


As I have previously said, ny Lord®this is the last Cc 
shall ‘have the honour of attending, and I trust my resolution 
and given effect to by Government, and that as-T believe 
benefit: will arise for the people amongst whom T have lived 





\__,*My Lord, I fully support the view ‘oxpreased ed in €hi 
hon’ble iced Mr. ne "og pede debe y 
isu Hy necessary for these labouring classes } 

ookworm disease has also, I hope, m; 





























si cn ia 


nN er) +a 








Phas | 
pes a 


: The Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley said — sera cts nate Pane a 

= ty Lord, T mutt congratulate thi Hon’ ble Mover on his zeal for sanitary 
progress, bat I fear that in his anxiety to preach the gospel of public ‘health 

reform he. has ‘not -been careful to enquire whether Government has ‘not to’ any ¥ 

extent forestalled him "by rr Sol measures he advocates. The resolution’ is 

' framed on general lines. The Hon’ble Member urges that Government should’ 

~ “undertake legislation making it compulsory on all proprietors of factories to 

” provide adequate sanitary conveniences and appliances for their employés in- — 

addition to medical supervision and treatment. I am afraid that the Hon'ble 

- Member has not been able to consult the Factories Act, or the rules under it. 

_ Ifhe will refer to the Act he will find it lays down that every factory shall be 

provided” with sufficient and suitable latrine. accommodation. It further 

_ provides that every factory shall Le kept clean, and free from effluvia~ arising 
from any drain, privy or other nuisance, and that in every factory there shall be 

> maintained a sufficient and suitable supply of water fit for drinking for the 
' use of ‘the persons eniployed in the factory. Electrical generating or trans- 
forming stations, indigo, tea~ and coffee factories are not included in the 

’ category of factories under the Act, but the Act applies to all other factories. 

’ . It was passed in 1911, and the Hon’ble Member, if 1 may be permitted to say 
80, is a day too late for the’ fair. ‘Ths mills have up-to-date latrine systems 
which are being extended and improved from day to day, and mill managers 
constantly refer to the Sanitary Commissioner for advice about them, The 

working of septic tank latrines is tnder the control of the Sanitary 
Commissioner, and, he has also been appointed an additional Inspector of 
Factories, so that he may be ina position to deal with the. sanitary arrange- 

~ ments of factories of all classes. He inspects as often as he can and brings 
~ to the notice of the Inspector of Factories any defects which require to be 

. -remedied’so that the Inspector may take executive action. 


= The tea gardens and tea garden factories to which the Hon’ble Mover 
has specially referred are excluded from the scope of the Factories Act, . 

and Government ‘are aware of the meed for combined action among. tea 

gardens in order to improve their sanitary arrangements, Many have not 

t up-to-date latrine systems, and hookworm plays havoc among the coolies. 

r. Griffin, who has been recently making enquiries in connection with 
hook worm, ‘reports — , ; 
> "Phe. adopti lattines by. the hill people is feasible and. presents few 
difficulties, and they as a whole appear to appreciate the us6.of them. But. 
~~ the question ‘of getting Madeshia labour,. mainly Santals‘and Oraons, who 
- form the bulk of the labour in. the Duars,to adopt these measures, has. to be, 
~eautiously and carefully considered. ‘Treatment for hookworm .and other 
sattetina poranionsl disease is now universally carried on in ‘the Duars on the 
- European estates, and with education given to the people in the necessity of 
the use of latrine, I considet, and it is also the opinion of the senior Medical 
~ Officers and planters, that eventually they will come into line.. It has been” 
pointed out to. me that if a single garden in a district only adopts. these - 







ures, that labour ,will tend to leave the garden, but that if a group of 

ener tates does r so they will accept the universal adoption.’ os 
pete Under conditions ‘such as these it is desirable to strengthen the hands 
fthe more prc at ive planters and to ensure uniformity of action throughout 
‘ » whole area. - Otherwise whatever sanitary precautions may be taken 







inager they may benullified by the apathy, neglect or inaction of 

ese circus copies crys Meskee y is required to heteally 
nment therefore are di | to regard sympathetically <=. 
“to. affect a general all round improvement, and they.are — - 
he desirability of introducing legislation on the subject, 


, 
eee > 3 ¢ 
“ nie ‘ “* * 











I may mention ass that the auostion of le 


the Duars came up 
mittee presided ¢ ee ot the yt tle Me Me 
‘the sanitary and economic conditions cone’ which tea gan 
Duars pees advise Government what remedial measures, 
undertaken. Their conclusiops were briefly that ee economic cond 
coolies were satisfactory, but that action should be taken to im eb 
and ganitary arrangements as well as the system of vital statisti 
mittee thought that the employers would be ready of their own 
improve the medical and sanitary arrangements ; and the Go 
Eastern ag and Assam, agreeing with this view, cousidered hed 
tion was necessary only to prescribe registers and returns 
a reliable record of vital occurrences in the tea dens. ey Ph pre 
_ Bill accordingly, which passed i into law as the Jalpaiguri Labour Act of | 
- At the same ie in order that Government should be kept informed Bs: 
ogress made by the. estates ih carrying out the > recommenda 
a Committee with regard to sanitation, water- 1 
ments, ete., it was arranged that the Civil Surgeon sh ould Gry 
on the extent.to which those recommendations were out. , 
Surgeon submits an annual report on the condition of the labour at. foree wad of. 
‘the working of the Act, but it has been found impossible for him en 
all the gardens regularly and our information is at present not as « complete 
we could desire. The special officer employed on the Sati Rodewert, at 
has been asked-to submit a report as to the arrangements mad ggg 
the ass he — 
he 

































Supply, conservancy and the prevention of infectious diseases, in 
‘has visited, but his report has not yet been received. In the mea 
Duars Planters’ Association has been consulted as to what. srangent 


be made. The Association wishes to have amore thorough sy dire nit x 
_ favour of a whole-time officer being inted to: advise upon, direct and, 
necessary, to control measures for the improvement of sanitation in~ 


Duars tea ens, as well as to engage in experiment and research; and i 
advocates the establishment of an advisory committee of planters and medical 
men to agsist him. The matter is at “Present under. sctannsvgtse ith. 
Seay Commissioner. fe 


The question of legislation will requite careful consideration, - The 
Tea Association, the Darjeeling Planters’ Association and the Duars’ F 
Association should be consulted about such matters as the “creation 
central rena authority and eg sag of it, as, for in y mean: 
a special levy om tea gardens and possibly on village areas 1 : 
“Tenuonld be considered whether it is preferable to deal with ar 
pe of a public health -Bill the whole province or y means 
{egitim such asthe Bengal Min Pipes Act of 1912, by 
Health was crea aes err to meni 
: public health Bill has been dra 
ik athe Manoel far in t 
ttlements fe 
iad ion: which: ried introduced _ after 
other Acts had been tried and had failed. The 
‘Srentign why the Mines Board w rch ore Sa 
wormed and has ju a 8 ni 
e Board vise 





















the ine 











‘Malley, (Mr. Vrwin. - Se ters ees 
“question of medical supervision and treatment, Our ~ 
ies _ chee & ym a as ae ‘ > ‘ 5 peek hk ae a 


ean doctors with British qualifications in medical - 
sunder European management. Besides this, two ~ 
ualified Indian doctors with Caloutta University degrees, — 
this weer sa oe rvise the medical arrangements of two 
lens under Indian management. ‘These groups consist 
n§ in the Eastern Duars and 8 gardens-in the Alipore-Duars. 
no less than 109 out of the 129 gardens are "now under proper 


ision.’ The Civil Surgeons goes on to say—The great 
t 






of the Doctor. Babus:in charge of the dispensaries are still un- 
1 mien of inferior qualifications, but matters are much improyed by 


rease of proper supervision and this should lead to a better control of 
: di 2 ’ : é . 


.« In Darjeeling therg, are stea garden doctors but the number of 
- qualified ed men both - among _them and among the compounders is not 
at present adequate. The provision of compulsory medical supervision 
and treatment by each tea garden would, however, go further even than 


= the Mining Settlements Act. oes 


* As for the ‘mills,-the largest employers of labour, the Factories Act does 


\ 


not provide for medical supervision and treatment, but they make excellent — 
tig: ssc in their own interests. The merchant princes of Calcutta 
are alive to the fact that it phys to keep their employés well and to look 
_ after their bodily welfare. Most have a residential medical staff consisting 
of qualified Indian doctors, with university degrees, of the Assistant Surgeon 
class in addition ‘to European consulting medical officers. Many also have 







' well-found dispensaries ; some, in fact, are splended institutions, such as 


; : othe 


those of the Gouripore Mill at Naihati and the Alliance Mills at Bhatpara. ~ 
I -could wish that the Hon'ble Mover could, on his retirement, make a tour 
- among the mills on the banks of Hooghly. I venture to say he would have 
his eyes opened and that he would be astonished at the provision made for 
health of the employés. : 
‘Apart from the large mills a are well aware of the necessity 
industrial hygiene, particularly when so many small factories. 










springing up. They realize that industrial hygiene isa matter for 
ul investigation by the public health staff and that the present industrial 









nt must be carefully watched in order to prevent the creation of 
nitary abuses such as followed industrial expansion in Europe. The 
esent. system of factory inspection does not give all the information neces- 
Peat fac Waicaacoant it is proposed to appoint a specially selected Deputy ~ 
Commissioner with a “special staff to carry out an investigation in . 
year. ai oie oe pe” ies . 
‘explanation of the existing law of what is being already done ‘and — 
oposals for the fature will I trust, assure the Hon’ble Mover that 
‘ing and will continue to receive the careful attention of 


“Tsuggest that it is therefore unecessary for him to press 


< 











tan 


- 









Me. Irwin; The Provident. 


In one breath he says that the Factories Act provides for what 
ing and in the next he says that Tea Factories for which I am 
speaking are excluded from the provisions of the Act. ‘Therefore, 1» 
draw the attention to that with a view to having tea gardens: 0] 
the provisions of the Bengal Public Health Bill, which I understand is 
under the consideration of Government. However, having drawn 








to the matter I am quite content to leave it to the consideration “or . 
ment when drafting the Bengal Public Health Bill.” ‘ otis Se vA 
; Soy 
The Pesident said ;:— ¥ * ee nak ik : 
“ Does the Hon'ble Member wish to withdraw is resolution " PAL oe te 
The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin said:— ek ae 
* You, Sir,” -. : : se oy 
“ ‘The motion was then, by leave of the Président, withdrawn, ~~ is ee 


~ 
! 


“LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 19. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Irwin moved the following resolution :— iat eR 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council the importance 
in the interests of the trade, not only of thfs Province, butvof the whole 
Empire, of expediting the pr d extension of the broad gau system of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway from Santéhar to Siliguri,"and that the Govern- 
ment do move the Imperial Government to give effect to the proposal at an 
early date. ¥ ieee 


‘He said :— oe ty sk. DON gtd ge 
My Lord, “I do not propose to take up the valuable time of this Council oo 


with along speech elaborating the various arguments in favour of the object of 
this resolution. To those who have abe wee Bsc ene and know 
anything about the matter, the han jcap, which the of gauge impose 7 
on trafic of all descriptions, must i self-evident that St a ag = 
is surely not required to convince them of the importance ot eliminating it 
with the least possible delay. ies tek LEE 
When I first came out to this country the Kaste a Bengal State Railway’ me 

was comparatively speaking a very short line, an thee: was no Railwayin - 

_ existence on the north bank of the’ Gangés; su cae the 

“Bengal State Railway, as the northern -section of the Kastern 
rari was then styled, was constructed with the metre gauge, 
probably the énly European still in this country who was present 
first train can into Siliguri in, if I remember right, the autumn of 18 


‘os 


Nearly a quarter of a century later in 1902, I took a_le din 
eld in Darje 















ongon iting and then presiding at a mass meeting held it 
which the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Tea 
the Calcutta rados’ Association sent representatives, to 
~—ment the enormous importance” to the trade of the Proyi 
the northern and southern portions by a bridge over the Gan 


_. The meeting was a large and most representative ¢ Bite: 
oveedings were-sent to ‘His Excellency. the th oy and 
Secretary of State for India, and I think ake aibbtatia ate cae ak 
at tur the seale in favour of the immediate — Piet eee hee 
known as the Hardinge Bridge. 3 f RRA apa | 









oe . - Me. Irwin. Pet seceter as 

Twelve later on, I think, 4th March 1914, I had the pleasure of 

being prosent when His Excellency Lord Hardinge gence the teloe and I 

_ ¢rossed it in the first passenger train and also in the first ordinary mail which 

Meg ~ Itis not therefore perhaps altagertes inappropriate that. I should have 
x 


_ the honour of urging upon Your Excellency the great*importance of elimi- 
the bre uge on the main line and extending the broad gauge 






ing t of 
system right shirt to Siliguri. 
At the time of the meeting above referred to held to urge upon Govern- 
ment the construction of the bridge. I believe I am correct in saying that 
it was taken for granted by almost everyone that fhe construction of the 
earthwork, widening of the bridges and laying of the broad gauge line 
would proceed simultaneously with the making of the bridge, and had it’ 
_ been then understood that the immediate construction of the bridge only 
_ was contemplated and that the extension of the broad gauge was to be 
indefinitely postponed, it would then haye been the subject of very strong 
representation to Government. ae 


/ 

Without the uniformity.of gauge throughout the main line system the 
construction of the bridge alone leaves the work only half carried through, 
= sr alg completion of the broad gauge to put the coping stone on 
‘the whole. — 


For years after the ‘opening of ithe Hardinge Bridge, in fact, I believe, 
during the first three years of the great War, work was actually being 
earried on with the broad gauge extension, but I think I am right in saying 
that during the last two years it has remained entirely in abeyance. 


, To refer briefly to the arguments in favour of the speedy elimination — 
Of the break of gauge I would mention the following as amongst the most 
important :— BE seg 


. First—the extra expense curtailed by transhipment of goods and 
¥s * passengers ; 


Secondly—the legitimate damage to goods which is unavoidable when 
... they have to be transferred from one wagon to another ; 
Thirdly—the illegitimate damage incurred from not only - patty 
md 3 ae pilfering but from wholesale robbery which is very difficult to 
sabia ts . detect and impossible wholly to prevent ; 


uit - Fourthly—the delay which the transhipment necessarily entails both 
repre yh on passengers and goods ; and i . 
Fifthly—the impetus that would undoubtedly be given to’trade. 

Ot ada. rt x brs Ieee | 
.- It appears to me that it is hardly necessary to say anything in s t of 
4 St Toggle the. very mention of them alone to my lat carries 
“conviction but as regards— 3 

fe Firsi—l Bay say that in these days of strenuous trade competition 
_ * tnanufacturers and agriculturists are compelled to cut down and 
_ curtail expenditure to the very lowest ebb if they are to com) 
__- Successfully in the markets of the world with similar articels 
from other quarters of the globe; sh aren 


” 







s 
. 



















_ “tus Mei Teabags 


Secondly—as regards legitimate damage I need hardly point. 
sites amon of damage must occur in removing heavy 
from one ‘vehicle to another, which would be. av 
went right through in the original truck. The 
is unavoidable, and if the loss falls upon the railway the 
‘ment jynust necessarily provide for it by charging 
tarif than would otherwise be necessary, so t 


must eventually,.in any case, fall upon the owner ‘of 


thus raising his cost of production ; | 


Thirdly—to take loss from theft ; only those who ate. heavy im 
sie or exporters over ‘the line and the railway staff and px ar 
aware of the facilities which the transhipment of goods afford. 
wholesale robbery.. It must necessarily occur that goods i 
course of transhipment must lay sometimes days or even week 
on end at Santahar awaiting ‘trucks, and train thieves avail 
themselves of the opportunity thus afforded only too readily 
bags of grain are cut open, several seers abstracted from each 

bag and the incision carefully stitched up again—tins of oil 

are pierced and the whole of the contents drained off into — 
another receptacle, so that many tins out of a consignment are 
delivered empty and the consignment being at ‘owners’ risk’ 
the whole loss falls on the owner; and as for coal the loss _ 
amounts in some cases to avery large percentage of the whole, ; 


but is never altogether absent ; eas 


interest on the proceeds of the sale of a large consignment of — 
goods occasioned by delay in bringing them to the market’. 
there is the much more serious delay often incurred by produce ~* 
losing a good market when the special article in question is aba 
premium and having to be sold possibly when ie oa 
glutted, That both railways and producers realise this is — 
proved by the fact that special express goods trains are cons- 
tantly run for which higher rates of transit are charged which — 
producers evidently avail themselves of or the trains’ would. 
be scheduled, thus proving that merchants are fully alive tothe — 
serious loss which the delay ‘of a few days; such as often _ 
occurs from a block of goods at Santahar, may-occasion es 


Hijthly—to refer to the impetus likely to be given to trade in Northern — 
Bengal, Ihave it on the authority of an influential ay 
official of long experience and high standing that to 
own words ‘there are prospects of rapidly increas 
and this increase will be much more‘ rapid when 


obstruction of the break of gauge at Santahar is 
: ee wry ns Neon 

On the increased comfort to passengers, from the highest to the 
when one can get into the train at h at 10 o'clock at night/and 

at 6 o'clock next morning at Siliguri, I need not Milates I can only 
regret that I shall wot be here to participate. Your Excellency : 
the rest of us, Darjeeling paséongers, realises no doubt the di 
mean. % Pg tS Sd 18 ot 


Fourthly—As regards delay-in transit not to speak of the loss ft 
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In conclusion, my Lord, 1 would point out that: 

commits Government to nothing, it merely assever: 

nd asks that the erial Government wil 

funds are avaiable. T tho 

‘not reject my petition.” 
Sapee  ehAVie coicir id 


gs Neh das 
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Babu ’Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur ; 
Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said -— ! 


.~““ My Lord, in this connection I may be permitted to point out that there 
' 48 another line which is of more urgent interest than the opening of a broad 
gauge line up to Siliguri—I mean the connection of the Godagari line with 
the Ishurdi line. Last year in the Imperial Council in reply to a question 
by the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi it was stated that: the 
line from Ishurdi to Nachole wié Rampur-Boalia, was decided upon, but it 
could not be taken in hand for want of funds. That line would tap the jute 
and paddy-growing parts of Barind to a great extent, and it would also make 
* the line from -Katihar to Godagiri a paying one. ‘As far as my information 
goes that line has not been working well and the ferry arrangement at 
Godagari for transhipment of goods has been abolished. When it bas been 
conceded by the Imperial Government and the survey is complete and the 
estimated cost has also been published in the /ndia Gazette, I beg most humbly 
to submit to Your Excelleney that this line should not also be lost sight of, 
and [ submit that before anything is done for broadening’ the gauge of 
the line between Santahar and Siliguri this line should be taken up. In 
connection with the broad-gauge line one thing should be borne in mind. 
The line from Bogra to the Assam line and that from Parbatipur to the Assam 
line are all metre gauge lines. They should also be broadened in .order that 
full benefit of the extension might be-derived in the matter or the extension 
of trade and commerce. I beg to subniit that the Government should bear 
this in mind when broadening the gauge between Santahar and Siliguri.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said -— 


‘My Lord, it is not necessary for me to say much upon thé necessity of 
altering the gauge of this section of the railway. All that can be said on 
this.point has been put before the Council by the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin, but he 
did not refer to the discomforts of the passengers at first but said something 
about it later on. I should like to put in a word or two from the point of 
view of passengers. It may be that the making of the bridge at Paksey has 
done some good to the owner of goods. I do not know if the making of the 
bridge without the broad gauge line from Sautahar to Siliguri has been of any 
advantage to passengers. I used to enjoy the steamer trip across the river 
lasting about an hour, but now I have to get up at 1] o'clock at night to change 
trains at Santahar. If I had any voice in the determination of this question 
years,ago I should certainly have said that unless you broaden the gauge up to 
Siliguri it is no use making a bridge. It seems that*people are not getting the 
full benefit of the enormous expenditure which was incurred in bridging the 
river Padma I know that the Bengal Government have no control over the 
matter, but it is the concern of the Imperial Government to act on the advice 
of the Railway Board. 1t may be that the war has retarded the carrying out 
of the original idea, but I think it would not be out of place if we are to ask 

. the Bengal Government to move in the matter and get the Imperial Govern- 
ment to attend to our wants and to complete what must have been the 
original idea.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said -— 


“My Lord, I rise to support the resolution which has been moved, but I 
do not wish fo traverse the ground which has already been traversed by my 
hon’ble friend the mover. But there is one matter I would like to mention 
with Your Excellency’s permission and that is this. My Lord, this the: last 
meeting of a Council where we have the pleasure of associating with 
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The President ; Mr. Cumming: 


Mr. Irwin. Mr, Irwin has spent over 45 years ‘in this cougtry and we all 
vwideiagdtconc those who have been associated with himin this Couneil, the 
deep interest he takes in the welfare of the country and tte well-being of the 


people ” 
The President said :— 


“Order! Order! The Hon’ble Member really cannot go on like this. 


hen speaking on this motion... That would be travelling too far outside the 
line a which At motion is-framed and which deals with the Santahar- 


Siliguri Railway. He must confine his remarks to the motion, much though , 


Tregret having te stop him.” 
The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur resumed his seat, 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said :— 
“The Hon'ble Mover has given an interesting account of the develop- 


ment of railway communications in Northern Bengal. - The future of such 
railway communications has been the subject of very careful consideration by | 


the Local. Government,’ the Railway Board under the Government of "India 
and the Secretary of State. The main line of development that has been 


accepted in principle is that the west and east communication should be on ” 


the metre gauge and the north and south communication on the broad gauge. 
It is of course well-known that the present break of gauge on the north and 
south line is at Santahar. and the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin in his resolution desires 
that» the broad gauge system should be extended from Santahar to Siliguri. 
Now it is the case that the project of such an extension was supported by the 
Local Government in 1915 and again by the Railway Board under the Govern- 
ment of India in 1916 ; and in view of such support Iam ina position to say 
on the present occasion that the Bengal Government accept the resolution to 
this extent that they are prepared to send a copy of the proceedings of the 
present debate to the Railway Board. 


The last pronouncement on the subject was that of the Secretary of 
State in 1917. It was in the following terms. The Secretary of State 
accepted in principle the conversion of the section from Santahar to Parbatipur 
to the broad gauge. As regards the line from Parbatipur to Siliguri, the 
Secretary of State did not deny that the conversion of this length of line 
from metre gauge to the broad gauge was a-desirable object. He thought 


that the eventual extension of the broad gauge to Siliguri was a work. which’ 
should be kept in view, to be proceeded with when financial conditions . 


permitted ; bui he did not think that it could be regarded as comparable in 
point of urgency with many other railway improvements for which funds 
would be needed after the end of the war, and, having regard to the difficulty 
which was likely to be found for some years in providing sufficient money for 
pressing railway requirements, he doubted whether for a long period it would 
be justifiable to appropriate funds to the work in questions hye aren 

That was’ the decision of the Secretary of State in 1917. Since then. the 
war has happily ended ; and the views of the Railway Board on the conclu- 
sion of hostilities are contained in an answer to-a question in the Imperial 


Council given on the Ist March’1919, On that occasion the President of the 
cod - Ge 


Railway Board said ihat the construction of lines:to be finan 

ment must depend on the provision of funds, and that in: view of the urgent 
requirements of open lines the money available for new construction is likely 
to be limited for some little time to come. Today the Hon'ble Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhari-has submitted an alternative proposal‘for priority of treat- 
ment as regards funds. The project to which he refers, , the-commu- 


nication from the north of the Hardinge Bridge to ‘the ‘vicinity. of Godagari — 


~ 


ec 
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has been accepted: in principle hy the Government’ of India ; but, as he has 
stated, an intimation has already been given that the project must await the 
provision of fands. » 


These are the facts, Sir, and I admit that from the’point of view of the 
Bengal Government the position as regards the north and south line is tot 
satisfactory. The Bengal Government consider that an extension of the 
broad gauge simply as far as Parbatipur is an insufficient sequel to the cons- 
_ truction of the Hardinge Bridge. In this connection, however, it must be 
-remembered that there is a matter for congratulation or consolation. The 
possibilities which. were placed before the Secretary of State were the 
extension of the broad gauge for the whole line from Santahar to Siliguri 
and the doubling of the metre gauge from Santahar to Parbatipur. It may 
be considered a matter for congratulation that the Secretary of State in his 
decision was at any rate notin favour of the second alternative, namely, the 
doubling of the metre gauge from Santahar northwards. If this decision had 
been made, it might have been a serious obstacle—possibly an obstacle for all 
time—against any subsequent development of the broad gauge on the 
northern section of Eastern Bengal Railway. As I have already stated, 
Goyernment are prepared to accept the resolution as it stands, to this extent 
‘that a copy of the proceedings will be forwarded to the Railway Board under 
the Government of India.” : 


The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin said :-— 


“My Lord, in view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming 

I am quite content tolet the matter rest, but at the same time I should like 

to point out that many lakhs of rupees were spent at Santahar on buildings, 

ete., which, when the broad gauge is extended, as I imagine, eventually to 

. Siliguri, will be wasted. I am afraid that’ when the broad gauge is extended. 

up to Parbatipur there will again be an unnecessary waste of public money on 
buildings, ete., which would be useless in course of time.” 


The motion was then put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 20. 


The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray moved the following 
resolution :~- ; 


_- This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate 
- protective works be undertaken to save the town of Pabna from further 
erosion by the river Padma. 


He said :— * 


“My ‘Lord, I.am sorry that I have to bring such a purely local matter 
before the House in the form of a resolution. I should say at the outset 
that apathy and ‘inactivity on the part of Your Execellency’s Government are 
alone responsible for my action. I cannot but admire the patience and 
preseverence of the people of Pabna with which they have made repeated 
_ representations to Your Excellency’s Government in this connection, but I am 
constrained to state that the Government. hardly: took any serious notice of 


their prayer. I am told that the Government even did not think it necessary - 


. to acknowledge receipt of the various memorials that have been submitted to 
-.. the Government... The people of Pabna whom I have the honour and privilege 
_ to represent: in this Council, as a last. resort, have asked me to have the matter 
discussed in the Council, hoping against hope that thereby the wheels of the 


\ 
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Government might be set in motion. From the procedure the people of Pabna~ 
ieee so long followed in this connection, I might hope that the facts of the 

case are well-known not only to Your Excellency’s Government but also to 

Your Excellency personally. However for the benefit of the House, I think 

I should give a brief history of the case. : 


Pabna is a pretty big town beautifully laid out and is the headquarters 
station of the district which is calied after it. It is considered.as one of the 
healthiest places in the district and has, therefore, been a favourite resort of the 
people from the interior who. have settled there and constructed substantial . 
buildings. It has a first grade college and a well-equipped technical institute. 
several schools, a model agricultural farm and one of the wealthiest central 
co-operative banks. A big trade.in jute is carried on there and the town haya - 
a growing prosperous population. A small stream passes through the town 
and the great river Padma, until lately, flowed at a distance of about 3 miles 
from the town. Some sixty years back this river flowed by the town itself, 
but when it changed its course, a high sandy char was formed and _ inter- 

‘vened between the town and the Padma. ‘This char was subsequently 
inhabited by agricultural population. “ Everytliing weut on peacefully till 
1916, when the, river suddenly changed its course again and began to engulf 
the char. The people of the locality, who are well conversant with the 
vagaries df the Padma, naturally got alarmed and moved the authorities to 
take timely action for the safety of the town: But the river was yet far 
away from the town and the authorities paid no Heed to their apprehension. 
Durmg the rains in 1918, when Your Excellency graced the town with a 
visit, the river had made further encroachments and had in fact swallowed : 
up the whole of the char and also a populous portion of the town itself and 
actually threatenéd the. Government Circuit House built at a great cost. 
The people of Pabna were quite frightened by this time, and in their address 
of welcome to Your Excellency, they brought the fact to Your Excellency’s 
notice. They said— 


‘We apprehend that unless some precautionary measures be adopted | 
at the close of the present: rains, the civil station itself will be in danger 
of being diluviated during the next rains.’ 


Your Excellency in reply was pleased to say— 


‘The Chief Engineer in the Irrigation Department has already inspected . 
the scene of the erosion during the present yeat. He informs me that the 
river has gone back to the old channel which it occupied sixty years ago, 
and he does,not expect that further serious erosion will take. place. At the 
same time he proposes to keep the position under ‘careful observation with 
a view to taking such measures as may be found possible, should the 
necessity arise.’ ; : 


It was a great assurance coming as it did from Your Excellency’s lips, 
and the people of Pabna went away satisfied that their home and hearth were 
safe and that Your Excellency as promise-bound. to quote Your Excelleney’s 
own words, would take such measures as may be found possible, should the 
necessity arise. But, my Lord, the experts who in turn had assured Your 
Excellency that no further serious erosion would take place, had counted 
without their host, Soon after Your Excellency left Pabna, the river made 
further inroads and went far beyond its old bed, washing away in ate -*:: 
course the circuit house itself and several other pucca buildings. However, 
the assurance that Your Excelleney had given to the people kept up their 
spirits all through the rains. But when the cold weather set in, still they . 
found no tangible sign of official concern in the matter, they th ‘that. 
perhaps it was.a case of ‘ out of sight out of mind ‘with Your Excellency, and 


- 
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Bee aha > Kumar Shibs dilbernine Ray... 
in Janna 9, sen ia a memorial to Your. RRB i: in wich, eel 





: and. prayed for protection. My — 1... this 
mori 2 ig Ot entangled i in the huge mass of red-tapes in the 
cre a or was: Vouchsafed | norloes it, appear that any steps were 
taken 10w of the. people. Then when one of my colleasues. had 
stun in notice of a question on the subject to the Secretary of this 


it appears that for ‘the first time aftér Your. Excellency’s 
-assurance the authorities began to take any interest m the matter 











hed and the place was visited by as official colleague sitting opposite, the 


“Hon'ble. the Chief Engineer. e was too late.’ The river was too 
full at that time and it was evidently impossible for him to come to any 
‘decision as to the protective measures to be undertaken. All the same, a 
_ deputation 6f leading townsmen waited on him. A prominent member of the 


deputation: who saw ‘me alterwards said that he could not make out the 


attitude of the Chief Engineer. It, however, was apparent to the deputation 
that the matter had’ not received any serious attention. till then. The 
statement that the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley made before the House én reply 
to the sate already referred to» ‘by me, also makes it clear that in 
spite of Your Excellency's assurance a year back, the matter had not been 
properly Sapp enaiee by the authoritiesGonverned nor any —— had been 

prepared by them. Mr. Cowley then stated :— 

~ “It is not possible to state with certainty to whi further extent, erosion 
will continue, but it is possible that the houses oecupied by the Collector and 
the Superintendent of Police may have’ to be;vacated. The position was 


~ inspected by the Chief Engineer in the Irrigation Department on the 19th 


August ; it is under the careful observation of the local-officers. of the. Public 
Works Department ; and a further inspection will be made by the -Chief 
. Engineer when, the river level falls sufficiently. Any project for the 


© permanent protection of the town-and Government buildings» is likely to cost. 


a very large sum of money; a full report will, however, be submitted to . 


Government with the recommendations of the Chief Engineer of the Publie 
Works Department as soon as the river: level sone sufficiently to enable a 


more thorvugh inspection to be made.’ - 


The people of -Pabna in despair sabaniited apeiliett memorial to Your 
Excellency on the 25th August last. I shall quote a few extracts from this 
eternity They would speak for themselves. 


“This ‘is the third year since the Padma river which remained hitherto at 


“a safe” distince has -begun its ravages on the town of Pabna. In the firsts 


“year of its: attack a large char known as Char-Sadipur as well as. a portion of 


Sy the: Ichamati river, a branch of the Padma, flowing in a winding course 
south and west of the town, wax swallowed up in the course of a @w weeks © 


aad the tains, and also some portion of the Municipal town known as 


\ ate 


* 


ndrapur, Dewangunge and Sadhupara, etc. But we regret to submit 
oe last year the erosion was so rapid that a great portion of the town ‘was 
washed away together with the Government Circuit House buildings to the 
south of the Collector's bungalow. Hundreds of towns people were made 
_ homeless: saan’ nates mechan and orchards were destroyed. 


* i Fre regan me Pe % *) fe *_ * 






r ris Waihi has vies is ravages with tremendous fury, with 
alt that the fell river is now within 100 yards from the Collector's 
o and about 4 an yards from the Civil Court buildings. 


ns * * * 


i ‘the gaily 5 aie at its erin it is likely to wash away the 


puwallon up the tor ‘southern 


. 


nd. ee en ia th e il a portion of Ramchandrapur, Dewan- 





Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Mr. Cumming. — i 


rt of the Ichamati, in which cali not ‘only hundreds “of houses ‘will 
aabed away, but the Collector's bungalow, the District and Sessions J 
bungalow,’ the Civil Court and Collectorate buildings. the Pabna | 


the Mission House, the Elliot Bonémali Technical School, the District Board 


and the Municipal Office buildings, in fact the whole Civil Station of Pabna 






together with the Church and many valuable and private buildings and— | 


houses will collapse under the rash and fury of the river.’ Pa aan Pee 


: ! $ ‘ t r- y° Pag teat Pers, , 
My Lord, no reply has as yet been sent to this memorial. _ aie gn 
In January last J was again informed that there were still no signs of 


any protective measures being undertaken. Asa result I have been pressed’ 


to bring forward this resolution before the House. My Lord, this is a very . 
serious matter. It involves the very existence of a. prosperous town. The — 
river not only threatens the loss of property both public and private worth 
more than 80 lakhs of rupees, but also renders a large number of people within ~ 
a small area liable to be deprived of their ancestral homes. ‘The foe of 
the people there are naturally very strong over the-subject. It touches both 
their purse and sentiment. I can hardly imagine- that the Government de 
hot realise the gravity of the situation. My Lord, now, is the time for under- 
taking protective works. The river level ig now sufficiently low and we have 
still five months left to push on with the works.. I pray, my Lord, that no 
further time be allowed to be wasted. I appeal on behalf of the people of — 
Pabna that immediate and adequate steps be taken to save the town from * 
further erosion by the Padma.”’ niches eS 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, I join in this appeal. ‘Last year when I was informed of it 
I telegraphed to Government and I was assured that the needful would 
be done, but nothing. was done. IT also asked one or two questions 
on the subject, and from the replies given this morning I learn that 
asum of Rs. 2,60,000. has been provided for the immediate protection of the 
town. As the circumstances are, the sum provided is not adequate, as the 
cost of revetting a mile is probably not less than 6 lakhs of rupees. There 
is. an apprehension in the minds of the: Pabna people that their fate is doomed 
andthe headquarters station will be removed’ to somewhere else and that 
nothing will be seriously done for the protection of the town. Iam glad 


that attention has been drawn to the subject and something has already been _ 


i provided, and I believe that if more funds are required they will be provided. 
he protection of the town is a necessity, and the people as well as Goyern- 
mont wil, suffer a heavy loss if the town is washed away. If the head- 


quarters Station is removed to somewhere else that. will also be another misfor- 


tune to the people of Pabna. 1 therefore-join in this appeal and hope that for. 
the protection of Pabna all that can be done will be done without delay.” oe 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said — : pce ete nant 


“My Lord, I can understand the feeling of alarm of the-people 6f Pabna- me 


regarding the gradual encroachment of thé Padma river on their town? but. 
I repudiate absolutely the suggestion which the Hon'ble Mover has seen fit | 
to make that this matter has not been seriously treated, I do not thin 
the Hon'ble Mover has been properly informed. .He has also n 
assumption that because the local people see’ that” nothing is being done 
bale therefore nothing at-all is being done. There is also the tacit -assum 
at Government are responsible for the protection of private land on th 


banks of these big rivers. Government « © See fit on occ 
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solr ren Phot Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. © 


Now, Sir, I wish to say that.in view of the fact that action has already 
' Been'taken onthe lines suggested in the resolution, Government are pre- 
oases Sgn The*lines on which action has been taken are 
Contained in the answer which was given at this morning's sitting ; and with 
Your Excellency’s permission I shall read the relevant portion. dake 
~*Government have decided to construct a short length of protective 
revetment at a point on the river bank a little distance above the town, 
which, it is hoped, may havé'the effect of diverting the main current of the 
_ tiver outwards on the southern bank and thereby cause scour on that side 
and avert the erosive tendency of the river opposite the town. 


5 _*The proposed work is estimated to cost Rs. 2,60,000 ; and it is intended 
; to.complete the revetment before the coming flood season.’ 


That being so, Sir, it is*incorrect to state, as has been stated ina 

pennies which was circulated to the press this morning, but a copy of which 

> has so far not been sent to Government, that it is the intention of Govern- 

- ment toleave Pabna to its fate and to build a new headquarters for this 
district elsewhere. Such a rumour is entirely without foundation. 


I should like to add that the two Chief Engineers as well as the local 
engineers have visited the place, both during the monsoon’ period and after 
the monsoon period ; and I have personally inspected the conditions in the 
month of October last. On that occasion the attitude of the local people was 
not at all on the line» which the Hon'ble Mover has thought fit to adopt. 
They thoroughly understood what the Chief Engineer had said to them ; and 
they understood the position. As stated already, the resolution is accepted 

_ because action has already been taken to carry it into effect, namely, it has 
been décided that before the next monsoon a revetment will be ereeted to 

- the west of the town, which, it is hoped, will have the effect which has been 
described in the answer to the question this morning.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder, Ghose Bahadur said — 





“My Lord, I have not that special knowledge which the Hon’ble Kumar 


Shib Shekhareswar Ray and the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
_ have in the matter, but [ have been supplied with certain facts and I confess 
that I am surprised at the repudiation of the obligation of the Government to 
_ protect the banks of the river Padma because it will result in the protection of 
private propertyif I have understood Mr. Cumming rightly. I take it that 
the result will be a8 stated, but it is not to be expected that when a calamity 
of this magnitude threatens private property on the banks of a big river that 
the ‘property owner is expected to’protect his property with revetments of a 


+ y 


magnitude which is equal to resist the forée of the waters of the river. In 


2 


“an hoe matter like this Government should take the work in hand, , 


ut still as owners of property will be considerably benefited they should also 
pay towards the cost of the undertaking. That is all that the Government 

_, , ean properly say, But to say that they have no responsibility4in the matter 
— is an unjustifiable proposition. Iam glad to hear, however, that Government 
_ do not stick to their theory of nongobligation and are. really trying to erect 
~ protective works by next monsoon. It has been suggested to me that the 
- erosion of the river towards the town of Padma was due partly to the’ building 
“of a bridge some miles down and to the training works higher up necessary 

' for. the stability of the bridge. The suggestion has, I think, some force. _ If 
rict the course of the river on one point the water will go to another 


ere 


ta 


"you rest 

sie it and through land either on the northern or on the southern side. 
happened in other cases and it may not be unusual that it has 
is case also owing to the construction: of. the Hardinge Bridge. 
hen the obligation of the Government is.quite clear. If the 
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Kumar Shib Shelehareswar Ray ; Rai. Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadup. is 


works of the Government have resulted in the injury of private-prop 
Tam not of course ‘expressing a legal opinion—it seems that, the ropet 
owners have @ just claim on the Government for coming to their nese eand 
in helping . them . against future calamities. Therefore, TL bupport: this 2 


resolution. : 





ct 





a ee 


“ My Lord, 1 am much obliged for the accéptance. of the resolution by 
sas omavashenth The people of Pabna will undoubtedly be much relieved to 
learn thatthe Government have at last been roused to. activity. 1 am sorty 

if any of the statements made in my speech are incorrect, but [ should point 
out that they are entirely based on information received from most reliable 
sources. My Lord, I gather from the stafement made by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Cumming that a sum of Rs. 2,60,000 is proposed to be spent on the protective 
works at present. But a leading citizen of Pabna who is present bere to-day 
tells me that sufficient work cannot be done with this sum. He says that 
the protective revetment should be at least one mile in length. 1 therefore : 
hope that the whole thing will receive proper and adequate consideration — 
in the light of experiences gained during thé next rains. aN ; : 


The Hon’ble Kumar Shib’ Shekhareswar Ray said — 


pe 


The motion was put and agreed to. ) 


LIST OF BYUSINESS—ITEM No. 21. Re 
The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved the — 


following resolution :— : 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council:that steps be taken ~ 
forthwith to improve the pay and ‘prospects of Government subordinates 
and other ministerial officers in various de rtments under the Government * 
of Bengal, with a view to give them immediate relief from the grave economic 
conditions prevailing at the present times seh ain 


He said :-— . é 2s ke aoe 


“My Lord, the resolution which. I beg to move is a yery important one. - 
L have been asked by the people of this Provinee to press this resolution for 
the judgment of the Council. In one form or the other the subject has come - 
to the notice of Government. If I do plead for the subordinates who are in 
the service of Government, I do so under a conviction that Goyernment must Beet 
consider the, justice of their claim to higher salaries than what they now ‘aie 
For various reason the Government subordinates are feeling great diffi 
in making two ends meet. The average price of principal food-stuffs Beis. «: 
India has been ascertained (vide the report of the Food-stuffs Commission). 
In the year 1900 it was 116; in 1910-13, 105; in 1914-17, 124; in 1918, 
136 ; in 1919, 235. I am talking about the index numbers average of 1900=: 
1909-10. No doubt India escaped lightly in the first three years of the war. 
Compare the average price of food-stuffs in 1919 with that of 1900, — Ry 
without any comment, it must be said that the present price has risen. 
high. It has’ not only pressed very hardly upon the poorer ela 
people on small fixed incomes in the town, but the effect of them. 1a 
by every section of the community. This is admitted by the Comm 
in his report. eneset ince uties - 













MY Lord, in 1909 a cirewar was issued b; {Sins ian - Whe ary 

was Secretary to the Government of Bengal datadaaed. Wheeler 

* Certain arrangements for the improvement of the pay of minister 
the offices of the Divisional Commissioners and. District. + a 
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‘The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said _— 
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PART IVA. 





Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


Tue Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 5th March, 1920, at 11 a.m. 


- Present: 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry WHEELER, K.C.1.E., C.8.1., presiding. 
The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Cumin, ¢.8.1., 6.18. 


The Hon’ble Sir Bisay Cuanp Manras, K.c.si1., K.C.L.E., 1.0.M., MAHARAJA- 
DHIRAJA BaHapur or Burpwan. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Sterweneos, C.8.1:, C.LE. 

The Hon'ble Masor-Generau W. H. B. Rosiyson, ©.8., 1.M8. 

The Hon'ble Mr. F. J. Monaway. 

The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. S. O’Mauury, c.1.8. 

The Hon'ble Mr. G. N. Roy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr. 

The Hon'ble Mr. M. ©, McAtrrn. : ese 
The Hon’ble Mr. F, A. A. Cowxey, c.1.5. 
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The President said:— 


_ _“ Before we proceed with the business that is before us, I have been 3g 
asked to read“to the Council the following letter which has been received 

by the Secretary to the Council from Lord Sinha of Raipur in reference to a 
resolution carried in this Council on the 3rd February last :— : 


> 


mpg + Eysiuw Row: | 
Caleutta, the 13th February 1920. 


Dear Sir, 


I beg to acknowledge with thanks your letter No. 136L., of the 
9th February, and shall feel obliged by your duly conveying to the Bengal 
Legislative. Council ~ my grateful. thanks for their resolution of. the 
8rd February, 1920, conveying their congratulations to the British Parliament, 
the Right Hon'ble ~Mr. Montagu and myself. on the passage of the recent 
Parliamentary Statute for the better government of India. 


s / 


I remain, 
| Yours truly, 
(Sd.) SINHA. 


Tam desired by His Excellency also to make mention of one othe 

matter. It has probably been noticed by Hon'ble Members that subseq uen 
‘to the publication of the report of the recent Rents Committee there has been 
a certain amount of criticism of their findings, particularly in the matter of 
the proposal for legislation, and the hope has been expressed in various 
quarters that at to-day’s meeting of Council some pronouncement will be made 
as to theintentions of the Government of Bengal in the matter, I may say 
that while the details of legislation are under referénce to the Government 
of India, and cannot be published pending receipt of their orders, it is the 
intention of the Bengal Government to propose in this Council legislation on 
the subject of rents in Calcutta, and we hope to make details of our proposals 
known in a very few days.’ , r 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 


The following questions which had been starred were put and 
answered :— 


' By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
1. ‘ . 

(a) Are the Government aware of the fact that there was a very heavy ‘Epidemics and 
mortality last year owing to cholera having broken out in an epidemic form the Ganga 
in’ Saugor Island and in Caleutta, during the Ganga Saugor Méla, for Saver AMéla. 
which no adequate medical and sanitary measures were, or could be, taken 
by the District Board of the 24-Parganas? 

__ ..(b) Will the Government be rege to state what precautions, if any, 

were taken to prevent an outbreak of cholera and other epidemics at these 

places during the said méla yarns rp: . 
_(¢) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the risk which , 

the inhabitants of the locality and the surrounding areas run by being exposed 

to the danger of infection from the decomposition of the filth that accumulates 

during the méla and which is left to rot? Spo ee 

__ (d) If-so, are the Government considering the desinehility of taking such 

_ action as they may think proper for the destruction of such filth either by 

burning or by any other suitable method? =~ de 


a 
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‘Questions and Answers : artes 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— — 2 De eae 


‘‘ (a) and (b) A statement containing the information asked for is laid _ 
on the table. bar a ee seo ate wilt gather 
(c) and (d@) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given under the __ 
head ‘ Sanitary precautions adopted after the méla.’ The remarks of the: 
Hon'ble Member will be brought to the notice of the District Board of the _ 
24-Parganas.”’ Festi gr We 


Statement referred to in the answer to question No. I (@) and (b) (starred). : 


There was a severe outbreak of cholera at the méla held in 1919 which _ 
caused regrettable mortality. Inquiry having shown that the arrat ents 
hitherto made! were not adequate’to prevent the outbreak of epidemic disease ~ 
and limit the spread of infection, Government intervened in order to ensure 
that satisfactory arrangements were made during the méla held in January, * 
1920. The arrangements may be classified under four heads, viz:—- 


(1) arrangements for the embarkation and disembarkation of pilgrims 


in Calcutta; : 
(2) arrangements on. board the’ steamers conveying pilgrims to and 
from Saugor Island; ciggutat s ta 
(3) arrangements at the méla itself, and ; 
(4) sanitary precautions after the méla. ; oo y ot 


a 


(1) Arrangements in Calcuttd.—The experience of previous years had — 
shown that the congregation of sadhus and other-pilgrims at different steamer © 
ghats in Calcutta was open to grave objection from the public-health point — 
of view. Arrangements were accordingly made for the embarkation of the © 
pilgrims at Matiabruz in Garden Reach under the control of the Port Health- 
Officer.. He was assisted by the Health Department of the eile Pa > ios ; 
tion, which supplied.doctors and attendants. ‘The co-operation of the Mar- 
wari Association was secured and the labour sepa ston the depét close by also 
gave valuable help in preparing and clearing the ground. With the help of 
the Executive Roatesen iadereeie! a large plot of land was prepared for 
the use of pilgrims. Latrines were erected, shelters constructed and three 
drinking water tanks set up, a continuous supply of water fie gen 
the Corporation: this supply was greatly appreciated by the pilgrims. A _ 
small hospital was erected, which was efficiently managed by the Be ali 
Company of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade. Medical- officers insp ed) 
_all passengers as they went on board, and several cases of small-pox, as well 

as of fever and leprosy, were detected and detained. As soon as each steamer + 
was full, the Port Health Officer went on board and saw that wasno. 
overcrowding. Mig AUR A eae aoe gh 
-__ Arrangements were also made for disembarkation at Matiabruz in the ~ 

event of any outbreak of disease. An Assistant Port He Ith Officer met the 
steamers below Budge Budge on their return and telephoned to’ the Port 

Health Officer the condition of each vessel. They were examine: ay the Bor” 

Health Officer at the Surinam depot, and all but two were allowed to-proceed 

to the East Indian oor gto Howrah and to Outram Ghat, wher 

passengers were disembarked. ‘Two vessels were detained, of which on 
two cases of small-pox and the other had two Case: 
and their contacts were promptly removed and the 
by ambulance, the contacts being accommodated at. 
the passengers . d to 
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» (2), Arrangements on the steamers.—Special rules for the medical relief 
and protection >, Neat epidemic disease of persons proceeding by steamers ta 
mélas were issued in notification No. 2 Marine, dated 6th January, 1920, of 
which a copy is laid on thé table. The Surgeon-General supplied ‘assistant 
Sunpepne and medical students to accompany the pilgrims on the steamers 

flats; they were supplied with outfits of drugs chosen by the Port Health 

_ Officer and paid-for by the steamer companies. A small hospital space was 
arranged for in each steamer and fldt. Each flat and steamer was inspected 
and the number that each could carry was fixed; and before they were allowed 
to embark passengers, they were again inspected to see that the water supply 
and feeding arrangements-were according to the rules. ‘These arrangements 
were scrupulously carried out by the India General and River Steam Navi- 
gation Companies and by Messrs. Hoare, Miller & Co., whose co-operation 

, Government desire to acknowledge. 

| (3) Arrangements at the Méla—The Sanitary Engineer, the Deputy 
Sanitary Commissioner for the Presidency Circle and the Deputy Sanitary 
Comniissioner (Dr. Ghosh who was on ‘special duty in connection with the 
méla) visited Saugor Island during the Christmas holidays, and, in consulta- 
tion with the Vice-Chairman of the District Board, set on sites fora 
cistern for a pipe-water supply, latrines and cholera sheds.' After his return 
Dr. Ghosh was in constant consultation with the District Board regarding 
medical and sanitary arrangements and with the Marwari Association, the 
Ramkrishna Mission and other charitable societies regarding medical help. 


The Sanitary Commissioner deputed the following officers to the méla:— 
a Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, two assistant surgeons, and five sub-assis- 
tant surgeons; the Sanitary Commissioner himself was also present at the 
méla and supervised operations on the 15th January. ‘An officer of the Sani- 
tary Engineer’s Department was in charge of the pipe-water supply, which 
Government installed at the instance of the Sanitary Commissioner. The 
District Board employed an assistant surgeon as medical officer in charge; a 
Sub-assistant surgeon, a compounder and two sanitary inspectors, and also ~ 
entertained two food inspectors, who were lent by the Calcutta Corporation. 
The District Board medical officer took over charge of the dispensary and’ 
hospital and the services of two steamer doctors were placed at. his disposal: 


~The sanitation of the méla was in charge of the Deputy Sanitary Commis- 
sioner, and each sub-assistant surgeon was placed in charge of a certain area, 
for the cleanliness of which he was responsible, One hundred sweepers, four 
~ domes ‘and eight sarkars were engaged. A certain number were detailed 
' for duty at the hospital, and the remainder was divided into five gangs. The 
largest gang which was under Dr. Ganguli, of the District Roard staff, assisted 
~ by one of the Government sub-assistant surgeons, looked after the latrine area. 
' The other fourgangs were allctted different areas, a Goveroment sul-assis- 
- tant surgeon being in ¢ of each. The sanitary inspector, Diamond 
‘Harbour subdivision, was in\charge of stores and also helped in the disinfec- 

tion of tanks and other work. => | : : 
_ Special.care was taken to protect the sources of water supply. Of the 
four tanks three, which were reserved for drinking water, were fenced round 
_ and disinfected once a day, while the fourth, which contained brackish water, 
<uparpesernd Jor cbathing and washing, and was disinfected twice or thrice a 
day. ‘The District. Board engaged-48 Brahmins to lift and distribute water 
_from the tanks, and no pilgrim was allowed to dip private vessels into the 
water. Provision was also made to. prevent waste water from flowing back 

- into the'tank. At one time the whole arran 

i a toe areata water-carriers hecame,.tired out and were ready ‘to 
1row up the work from fatigue. The situation was saved by the Sanitary 
<< issioner giving them extra help and by recenrse to the pipe sppply. 
The pumps were kept working from early morning to late at night. and an 
_- unending stream of pilgrims of all classes, including sadhus and high ‘class 
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gement was endangered by the 
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Brahmins from up-country, drew water from the eight taps. ‘The fact that 
pipe water was provided was greatly appreciated by the pilgrims. ere gale 


Besides the disinfectants provided by the District Board the Sanitary 
Commissioner sent 50 gallons of chlorogen and a considerable amount of 
phenyle and crude petroleum. Subsequently the Sanitary Commissioner 
arranged for a further supply of 50 gallons of chlorogen for the purpose of — - 
disinfecting drinking water tanks along the boat and road tracks in 
the méla. A supply of cholera vaccine was sent to the méla, while ijitiphe for 
vaccination was provided both on the steamers and at the méla. ¥: 


: 
* 


There were four cases of cholera at the méla, but owing to the precautions 
adopted there was no spread of the disease; there were also three cases of 
small-pox among pilgrims returning from the méla. There were only three 
deaths at the méla, viz., two from cholera and one from pneumonia. It is: 
estimated that there were 50,000 persons at the méla.and the result must be ~ 
regarded as creditable to all concerned. ~ 


(4) Sanitary precautions adopted after méla——Every effort was made . 
to leave the méla ground as clean as possible. Excreta were buried as far as 
racticable; combustible material was disposed of by burning and other Tub- 
Fish was collected in heaps and sprinkled with disinfectants. The District 
Board sanitary inspector was sent with a liberal supply of chlorogen ‘to:dis- 
infect tanks at the halting places used by the pilgrims, while the Government 
sanitary staff disinfected*tanks between Diamond Harbour and Shikarpar. 


. 


Rules referred to in the Statement to clauses (a) and (b) of Question No, I 
(starred) of the 5th March, 1920. ; oe 


MARINE DEPARTMENT. i 
NOTIFICATION. _ 
The 6th January 1920. ita 


No. 2 Marine.—In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 54 and 67 of the ~ 
Inland Steam-vessels Act, 1917 (I of ©1917), the Governor in Council is pleased to make’ 


the following rules for the protection of passengers on. inland steam- or vesseis 
propelled by electricity or other mechanical power proceeding to melas (fairs) againsi 
the y nip of plague and other epidemic diseases.by persons travelling in such ‘vessels 
and for affording proper medical aid on board such vessels to those passengers who 


under notification No. 82 Marine, dated the 16th August 1918. 


ded {ot 


from such epidemic or other diseases, ‘Tliese rules are supplementary to ‘published 


err 


Riles: 


1. Definition.—In these rules mela mean periodical gatheri ‘ei ss Tags ‘utieabioe 
of people for religious or other lawful pllapeietese. i ? ; cate EF EO 
2. Every owner or master of a xteami-vessel or vess propelled by . ricity or ‘ 


ther mechanical power carrying passengers to melas shall have on board- Bo! eee ace 
(a) & duly qualified doctor with sufficient edicines and with the necessary trans nee 
- . fusion apparatus for the treatment of chile Shien Mita caca ag, So oa “et 
(b) drinking water at one gallon per head per diem Payee less quant ity as the 
cal Government’ may prescribe for veack eee awl vo 
free of charge to the’ pabeagirens cart ty Pe ata caida wie | 

a(c) a supply of one ofthe disinfectants mentioned ein he li 

oon Sanitary: Commissioner, Bengal, and in such’ iy, 
sengers as may be prescribed in the said list, 
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» Sinding themselves unable to cope with the Sessions 


‘increase in crime in the Rajshabi district ? 
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3 Every owner-or master of a steam-vessel or vessel propelled by electricity.or other ~ 


mechanical power shall provide— 


t) adequate segregation and hospital Ssctainsdetion on deck at the stern of the 
© pat Ca oak Satisfaction of the Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, or 


- ~ 


such officer as hé may depute ‘for the purpose before the steam-vessel pro- \ 
2 . 


ceeds on her journey; 
_  (b) proper facilities for the supply of wholesome food for passengers and the con- 
ce trol of such supply of food by the sanitary or medical authorities; and 
~  (¢) adequate latrine accommodation to the satisfaction of the Sanitary Commis- 
‘ sioner, Bengal, or such officer as he may depute for the ‘purpose. 


4. Any peron committing a breach of any of the above rules excepting rule 2 (b) 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 'to six months, or with 
fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with bo h, and in the case of a breach 


of 1ule 2 (b) with fine which may extend to fifty rupees. 


F. A. A. COWLEY, 
Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. : 





By the Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: 


*II, : : 
(a) Is it a fact that a time scale of pay has recently been sanctioned in 
the lower grade for the Aecounts Offices, viz., the offices of the Accountant- 
General, Bengal, Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, and Deputy 
Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs ? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what are the rates of 


pay sanctioned in these offices and their. maximum limit of increment 


ordinarily ¢ 


, (¢) ‘Is it a fact that the work “required of clerks in these offices in the 
lower grade is more onerous and responsible than that of the Bengal Secre- 
tariat in the same grade? : 


« 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Magr:— 


~ 
__“@, (b) and (e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the replies given 
-to-day to similar questions asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Raj 


Chaudhuri.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: 

“1h 

(a) Is it a fact that of late two Sessions Judges have been employed on 
the trial of criminal cases at Rajshahi? 

» (b) Is-it also a fact that the two Government peas in Rajshahi are 

nding | usiness ? 

_ (e) Are the Government aware that crime has of late increased in the 

- district of Rajshahi to an appalling extent ! i 
... (d) Have the Government instituted any inquiry into the causes of this 


. 7 





there any truth in the allegation that this increase i due in some 
to the ability of the Police to detect crime? 4 


_ (f) Are the Government in a position to say to what other causes this 
. increase of crime is Spe due? , (Pe Pt Spins PIN ‘J , " ~ 


Sanction of a 

time scale pay in — 
the Accounts - 
offices. 


Crime in 
Rajshahi, 


Investigation 
_ of crime by » 


puty 
Superintendents 
of Police, 


Village 
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Questions and Answers. — eS : 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— } ; 


“<“ ( a) Yes. ‘ Px . wore i ‘ x 
(b) Government are not aware, nor have they reason to believe, that 
the two Government pleaders are unable to cope with the work. — 


\ 


7” 
ae 


V 


“(c) An increase of ‘crime occurred in the district of Rajshahi in the latter _ 
part of the year 1918, and continued during the first quarter of the year 1919, 


since when crime has steadily declined, 


(d) Inquiry has been made by the Inspector-General of Police, the 
Deputy Inspector-General, Rajshahi Range, and the Deputy Inspector- 
General, Criminal Investigation Department. = 


(e) The allegation is too vague to: permit of specific reply. 


(f) The officers who examined the matter considered that the increase 
was primarily due to the effects of the flood which occurred in the latter half 
of the year 1918, which caused economic distress.”’ 2 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— cons 
*IV, " aT 1 tong 
(a) Is it a fact that deputy superintendents of police at headquarters 


of Districts are seldom sent to investigate into occurrences of ¢rime, and that 


when they are sent they are not allowed to remain on this duty for any length 


of time? 


(b) Ifthe answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Government 


gt 


- 


be pleased to state the reason why their experience is not availed of in the 


investigation of cases? 
' ‘ & 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— bn 
o y . 
‘“(a) The functions of deputy supstinien dente of police are laid down 
in Police Regulations, Bengal, Volume I, ®ule 125 (2). They are not gener- 
ally employed in the investigation of cases, but are freely empowered -by 
Superintendents of Police to supervise“important investigations. Full dis- 
cretion i8 given to them as to the time to be devoted to the supervision of 
specific cases, . 


(b) Their experience is utilised in the supervision of investigations.” 
‘ i-3 a Be 
By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— . 


*y. : sili foc seed Force 


(a) Is ita fact that village chaukidats are paid Rs: 5 only per month? 


(b) Is it a fact that these village chaukidars are not whole-time ‘then and 
livelihood ¢ 


that they are compelled to take up other occupations for their li 
(c Are the Government aware of an opinion that has been expressed that 

these chaukidars can hardly be expected under these conditions to work 

factorily as police officers? =~ oe et ee MAE eRe Sa age 
(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 


ue 


committee or of taking such other steps as they may deem fit to examine the 


satis- 


question of these chaukidars with a view to ing them more, serviceable — 
by employing them as whole-time men on. increase: ‘emoluments? ‘ “ 
ee OP a : 








~. ** (a) Under the Chaukidari Act the pay of chaukidars is fixed at a ae, 
_ minimum of Rs. 2 and a maximum of Rs..6. -Under the Village Self- == 
ae - Government Act no maximum or minimum is imposed, but the pay is deter-_ ; ope 
mined from time to time by the District Magistrate after consideration of  - * 
- the an union board. In most districts of the province the pay is_ ee | 
_.__(b) and (d) Chaukidars are not whole time: servants and their Pies Wasa 
. fixed upon this basis. The question of making them whole time servants — ee 
, has | discussed on many occasions, and the conclusion arrived at was Sie 


_ that the balance of advantage lies with the present system. It is not proposed taal 
_ to reopen the question now. j : 
(c) The question of the sufficiency of the pay of chaukidars in Bengal 
on a part time basis was discussed in the report of the Bengal District Admin- 
_ istration Committee, where it was shown that the pay in Bengal compared 
not unfavourably with that in other provinces.’’ nae ee 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
*VI, ie . : n rt . % ay 
“ (a) Is it a fact that during ‘the short absence during the Xmas holidays Sena “4 
“of Babu Becharam Lahiri, Pleader, Krishnagar, from his Krishnagar house, Babu Becharan 
_on his visit to Amritsar to attend the Indian National Congress as a Nadia Lahiri. 


egate, both the General and Intelligence Branch Police annoyed his = =~» 
servants and children by repeatedly demanding his whereabouts from them - . 


*(b) Are the Government aware of the fact that his departure from 
_Krishnagar was announced ina Calcutta daily newspaper? = * 
= (c) Is it also a fact that the said’ Babu Becharam Lahiri, on his return 
to Krishnagar, complained to the Superintendent of Police, of Krishnagar 
about the occurrences referred to in clause (a) and that the Superintendent 
of Police offered a verbal apology to him on behalf of the Nadia Police and 
censured: the officer in question? : 
ie (a) Will the Government_be pleased to state whether the police had any 
authority to make the inquiries referred to in elause (a)! ‘ 
+. (e) Are.the Government considering the desirability of issuing instruc- ; a 
_. tions to the Police with a-view to prevent the recurrenice of such incidents in + aN 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Stephenson:— 4 
 ** (a) It is a fact that the Nadia police made certain inquiries at the 
‘ bain Pesan Lahiri during his absence. No inquiry was made 











= Be ht 4 PER ; ~ < te 4 a il 
ate (b) No. _ Ten itp said eh “ : ‘ bos we = a 
~~ (c) The Superintendent of Police immediately took up Babu Becharam he 

fa : <a and found that unnecessary inquiries had been made in oa 

. : - by his subordinates. He at once took Gainlinaey action ie 
ret to Babu Becharam Lahiri for the trouble and apnoy- 
rs concerned exceeded their authority. = 
ai in this case, and Government do < 
actions.” ' bog rageerancrs ts zs 3 F 
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, Questions and Answers, : 
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 1S 
{A nswers to.which were laid on the table.) 


By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— pares 


4, ¢ ; 
Strengthoning (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are 7onsider- 
Ahe cadre of the ing any proposal to strengthen the cadre of the Provincial Educational 
ee, Service with a view to promote headmasters of Government high schools 
Service. to that service? : 


(®) if the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state when effect will be given to that proposal ? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they contem late | 
the inclusion of lecturers jn Government Colleges in the Provincial & uca- - 
‘tional Service? A : 4 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


““(a) and (b) Government liave sanctioned, with effect from 21st Sep- 
tember, 1919, the addition to the Provincial Educational Service cadre of 
- 80 posts to be filled by headmasters of Government high schools. : 


(c) This. measure is not at present contemplated by Government. The 
Hon’ble Member is referred to the explanation given by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Wordsworth on 15th March, 1918, in reply to a resolution on-the subject 
moved by the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri.’’ 


» 


By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— 


, 2. inden 
aeetien to (a) Will the Government be pleased to state— 
Educational (*) whether it is a fact that a graduate of the Calcutta University, 
= who may specially distinguish himself as a ceusioe are 


Provincial Civil Service, has a fair prospect of promotion to a 
ag in the Indian Civil Service and of rising to 4 pay of: 
. 1,500 a month; 


(it) whether it is a fact that a graduate of the Caleutta University, _ 
who may specialty distinguish himself as a member of the 
Provincial Educational Service, has now very poor prospects 
of promotion to a post in the Indian Educational Service and. 
of rising to a pay of even Rs. 1,000 a month; and 


(tt) whether it is a fact that none of the eight officers of the Provincial 
Educational Service recently promoted to the Indian Educa- 
tional Service will be able, even at the age of 55, to rise to the : 
maximum pay of the incremental scale recently sanctioned for 
the Indian Educational Service (viz., Rs. 1,250) 2 pe ihe e™ 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether in future dafter 
the Services have been reorganised in accordance with the recent orders of ae 
the Secretary of State) a deserving Provincial Educational Service Officer who 
may be promoted to the Indian Educational Service will be givena suit- = 
able increment of pay at the time of his a: pointment to the Indian Educattonal, een 

re Service so as to enable him to reach fn jo retirement the maximum pay of 

the incremental scale of the Indian Educational Service cer 1,250), and, if 

gee possible, to have also an opportunity of rising to a ection grade before 
oes _. Superannuation? ~ oo eis “5 GS SCARS aula ga dl dice ea 











ue *. 1 RAVES URS 


ie 
ri 
' 


arto ere ; a’ I “ P P 






' Pant IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 17,1920. 119 





. 3 eres Questions and Answers. es 
_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— . 


_. (@) (i) An officer of the Provincial Civil Service who specially. dis- 
tinguishes himself has a prospect of promotion to one of the eleven superior, 
posts of Magistrate or Judge which are listed as open to members of that 
service. The maximum pay at present attaching to these posts is Rs. 1,600 
(executive) and Rs. 2,000 judicial); the minimum is Rs. 1,000 (executive) 
and Rs. 1/200 (judicial). : 


(ii) and (iii) Until recently, the Indian Educational Service and the 
Provincial Educational Service were held to be parallel services though on x 
different rates of pay and prospects. The former service was manned slaioet 

~ exclusively by Europeans and the latter by Indjans. While this arrange- 
~ ment lasted a poe of the Caleutta University had no prospects of pro- 
motion.to the Indian Educational Service, even though he might specially 
distinguish himself as a member of the Provincial Educational Service, and 
his pay could not-rise above Rs. 700, which is the maximum pay of the Pro- 
vincial Educational Service. When, a short while ago, the above principle 
was discarded and a few members of the Provincial Educational Service had 
to be selected for the Indian Educational Service, the officers selected were 
naturally senior members of the service many of whom are about to attain 
the age of superannuation. It is thef@fore probable that none of the officers 
recently promoted from the Provincial Educational Service to the Indian 
+Edueational Service will attain the pay of Rs. 1,250. by the time of their 
retirement. . : 


a Tt appears probable from such orders of the Secretary of State as ata 
have already been received on the subject that a considerable number of the a 
Provincial Educational Service officers who will hereafter be promoted to 

the Indian Educational Service will attain the maximum pay of the Indian 
Educational Service and also have the opportunity of rising to a selection ‘ 
grade before superannuation, but fo prediction can be made in a matter of 

this kind with any degree of certainty, because the age at which the Pro- 

vincial Educational Service officer concerned is selected for promotion to % 

the- Indian Educational Service will be a determining factor.’’ 


_ By the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq:— be 


3 co 


3 (a)Is it a fact that the clerks of the offices of the Heads of Depart- Revision of 
ments attached to the Bengal Secretariat have submitted memorials to pe a Pe ' 
His Excellency for the revision of their pay? of Heads of 

(b). If so, what steps have been taken by Government on those memo- sy cae ee 
rials 3 : . 
_(e) Is it a fact that. the pa nof clerks in the offices of the Accountant- 
General, Bengal, Controller of India Treasuries, Accountant-General, Posts 
_ and Telegraphs, Eastern. Bengal Railway, and those employed in other 
railways and in commercial offices has already been inereased ? 


~  .(@) What steps (if any) are the Government of Bengal taking in the . 
_ matter of increasing the pay of their own clerks? 
- "| (e) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the average increase in the cost, of living’ since 1910? 
. (f) Is it a fact that the clerks of the offices of Heads of Departments 
have received as of pay since 1911? St > 


received no incre com be 
~~ (g) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any steps are 
_ contemplated to increase their pay? Sie 
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~~ — P- a ee : Aap A ‘ PA ia ae 
8 : Questions and Answers ros me 
af s S at = ; <0 $ e : 
By the Hon’ble Maulvi-Abul Kasem:— gare orcs! ai FF eesti: aie 
f Ae wrth pope | +» a 
4, ‘ qo ge s bn ~~ Meche " vi 
é in al in the (4) Is it a fact that on the 5th February, 1920; Mr. Fraser, 1.c.s., A \ ies 
Courtof the tional Sessions Judge, Barisal, ordered 4 Muhammadan gentleman ee ces 
eee eesudge, iD his Court to stand up with his hands uplifted and face turned tay Ei 
Barisal. ' the wall and nose actually touching it 4 : ae Meer / 


(b) If so, witl the Government be pleased to state what steps they are 
> taking in the matter? a ag sth 


i 


yesh Sack 


. Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“ (a) Government have inquired into the matter, and the facts are as_ 
follows :— : & 


A’ witness for the Crown, who had been declared hostile, was seen to 
look at one Hamez Khan, who was sitting in the Court, before answering the © 
questions put to him. The prosecution pleader drew the Court's attention. 
to this and stated that Hamez had nodded vhis ,head to the witness. 
Mr. Fraser ordered the man-to stand up and asked him in Bengali-to explain - 
his conduct. Mr. Fraser pointed out that he was liable to prosecution for” 
his conduct, but, instead of instituting proceedings, he ordered a chaprassi - 
to put Hamez in a corner of the room with his face to the wall and his bende 
above his head, and directed that he should remain in that position for half © 
an hour. Hamez Khan actually remained in that position for twenty minutes, — 
and was then released. Hamez Khan is a villager who was looking after © 
the case for the accused. . 


(b) Mr. Fraser has been informed that his conduct in this matter was 
undignified and unwarrantable and that it is viewed by Government with 
grave displeasure.”’ ‘ : 


a 


“ag! 


rd 


~~ 


so a ae 
“ 


~. 


oy F 


) 


f 


& vor 
By the Hon'ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha:— Aires m 


5. ‘ big 

Brosion of the (a) Is it a fact that the Montear Ghona or Noakhali Khal, which — 
freee runs along the east of the town of Noakhali, has washed away a large tract 
‘ " of land, including many, houses and a road of the District Board leading to. 
mr the railway station, rendéring many residents in the neighbourhood homeless? \ 
.(b) Is it algo a fact that it is now threatening the new road to the s°-/"* 

station constructed by the District Board, the new Zilla School site, the Jail 

compound, and other public and private properties in the north of the town ! Ieee 
(c) Is there any proposal before the Government for strai htening thes 

bend of the khal at a place called Bariaghona, which is cmpentae to stop e 

further erosion of the town ? ‘ : yey ae 


= ~ ; 5 
(d) If so, will the Government be pleased to say when the work is to be ‘on 


: a 






carried out <i 

: = 1 tenet 
: ' Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— Siem | 
: (a) Yes, Sh ottrewn ; efi be Cont es 
—(b) Yes. ; oe Rae ee ered 
(¢) In November, 1916, and again in 1919, certain inhabitants of the ~ 
©. fawn.and adjoining villages submitted a petition tothe Commissioner of the 
as Division praying for the iversion of the khal at Baraiyaghona. It w seen & ‘ 






Sr eng Suey 
one RO UT Ee Ma aaeke Ge x 
Nes v yes set f. 


CR Serta FS Questions tind -Ansieors 
2. » Bits, Spc ada di ~ : - , r 2 4 mt 
decided by the local mie eering and Civil officers that any short-circuiting 
of the Khel at or néar the town would, apart from any question - of cost, 
increasé the velocity of the stream in a shorter channel, and almost. certainly 
lead to still more dangerous erosion either above or below the present erosion. 
_ ‘The matter was accordingly dropped. 
~~ (d@) The question does not arise.” 


¥ 


By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

‘ya 6. ars . vie ¥ ef . ‘ 

(a) Are the Government aware that there ist present an epidemic out- 

_ break of beri-beri in the town of Howrah? Hx > 

, (b) Tf so, have any steps been taken by Government to checly_the spread 
of the disease 4 : t 


(c) Have the Government made any inquiry as to the cause ot the epi- | 


~ demic and as to whether it is due to the use of mustard ol ‘adulterated with 
another oil extracted from pakra seeds, which contains the deadly poison 
known‘as “ Hydrocyanic Acid ’’? « 


“Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


gen (a) There is no outbreak of beri-beri at present initl:etown of Howrah; 
but there is an outbreak of epidemic dropsy to which the Hon’ble Member 

probably refers. ety 4. ort 
b) The exact cause of epidemic dropsy is not understood and the Sami- 


~~ tary mmissioner with the Government of India has been asked to move the 
Indian Research Fund Association to.depute a skilled bacteriologist for work 


in connection with the outhreak. A Depry Sanitary Commissioner is_ 


already at work in Howrah; the Municipal Health Officer is exercising the 
closest supervision over foodstuffs; and four extra medical officers have also 
been ‘appointed for the detection and treaunep? of the disease; 

(c) Inquiries are being made as to the cause of the epidemic, but opinions 
are at present divided as to whether it is due to the use of impure mustard 
oil or not. A copy of circular No. 74, dated 27th August, 1919, issued by 
the Sanitary Commissioner on the subject of mustard oi! adulterated with o1 

from pakra seeds is laid on the table.’’ 


Circular referred to in the answer to question No. 6 (tinstarred) of the meeting 


FAC of 5th March, 1920, 
pega 3 CIRCULAR NO. 74. 


Dr. C. A. BENTLEY, a, v.r.n., o.t.M. & H, . 
Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal. 


Oey ot 2 an ~ 


"Pur CHAIRMEN or att MUNICIPALITIES mm BENGAL. 
EG caer Sop - \ Dated Calcutta, the 27th August 1919. 
‘The Caleutta Municipal Corporation has notified that it h 
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_ to the notice of its Health Department that mustard oil: 
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sting THOS Pee 
adulterated with oil expressed from paka (otherwise known as pal ra, kusum 
or bera) seeds is being sold as mixed mustard oil... This mixed cis unwhole- 
some and unfit for human consumption, being injurious to health. eng 
and other disagreeable toxic symptoms supervene on its use. The A eae 
public have been warned against the use of such a mixture and measures” 
initiated for dealing with traders selling it. As the distribution of the adul- 
terated oil may probably spread beyond Calcutta, I have the honour to ~~ 
suggest that you will be so good as to take steps to caiition the people of yor 
town, by beat of drum and issue of notices, against the use of the suede aS: 
Subject to the payment of a small fee to be prescribed by the local Govern- 
ment under the Songil Food Adulteration Act, 1919, any sample may be ~ 
sent to my laboratory at No. 2; Convent Lane, Intally, Calcutta, and the result 
of the analysis will be reported for such further action as may be considered | 
necessary. Intimation of the despatch of samples to the laboratory should 
be simultaneously made separately to me. ‘ ae 


T have the honour to be, © — 


Sirs, , 
Your most obedient servant, 


CHAS. A. BENTLEY, ’«.», pn., Drom, Gam, 
} oo Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal. ae 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:—— 
7. - 


(a) Are the Government aware of the serious inconvenience suffered by 
the travelling public on the East Indian Railway, Naihati Branch, at Garifa 
station, arising mainly from the following circumstances:— al 


(%) there are no waiting-rooms for the several classes of passengers, 
ad 


& 
(ii) there are no platforms 4 . + eee 

(b) Are the Government considering the egress | of suggesting to the = - 
railway authorities that action be taken for the removal of these grievances ¢ 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. ‘Cowley:— 

** (a) No. ' Ray et a 

(b) The attention of the East Indian Railway authorities will be drawn 
to the alleged inconvenience.’’ 


By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahaduri— 
(a) Are the Government aware that ordinary return tickets are issued 
by the Eastern Bengal Railway ¢ ~OS ore pitay Sich tye sons 
(0) Are the Government considering the feasibility of sug sting to the 
East Indian Railway authorities the desirability of introducing the issue of; — 
ordinary return tickets and week-end return tickets on that railway¢ 


















Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley :— + : oo - 
(a) Yes. a “ so | | Se ae = 

_ _,(b) The attention of the East Indian Railway authorities will bedrawn 

aioe IS aan eta a aes 

of ordinary return and week-end return tickets should be. ‘introdue was 


— a = : 7 
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, _ Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
ce taccete t 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what are the educational The 5 eet of 
qualifications of the present officiating Director of Agriculture! Kgrepedbatdé: 
(b) Is it a fact that the Public Services Commission has recommended j 

that the post of Director of Agriculture shoukd be held by an expert? ‘s 


(c) Have the Government accepted this recommendation ¢ 
(d) If so, what interpretation do they attach to the word expert! | 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


*“(a) Bachelor of Science. He took two courses, one in Agriculture 
and the other in Science. 


(b) The Public Services Commission enenrigrtaew officers of the 
Indian Civil Service should cease to be appointed Directors of Agriculture 
and that rural commissionerships to control the work of the agricultural 
and civil veterinary departments, the co-operative creditamovement, and the 
measures taken for the improvement of arts and crafts should be appointed 
from the Indian Civil Service in provinces where effective control is not already 
or cannot otherwise be provided. 


(ce) The matter is understood to be under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India and the Secretary of State. Since, however, the year 1916 the 
post of Director of Agriculture in this Province has been held successively 
by Messrs. Milligan and Finlow, both of whom are expert officers of the 
Agricultural Department and neither of whom is a member of the Indian 
Civil Service. Mr. Finlow is now acting for Mr. Milligan, the permanent 
incumbent, . , 


: (d@) The question does not arise.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


10. 
Are the Government taking any steps for the establishment of City Courts Establishment | 
in Calcutta, pursuant to the resolution passed at a meeting of the Bengal Gyo 


Legislative Council held on the 7th April, 1915! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy:—. 


“* Tn view of the opinions received from the High Court and the major- 
- ity of public bodies consulted the matter was dropped in 1917.” 
‘ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


11. : 
(a) Are the Government. aware of the gradual artificial accretions to Artificial 
both banks of the river Hooghly caused by the building up of walls by mill accretions to 
' owners? ¢ Hooghly. 
» (0) What ste t any) are the Government taking to prevent the build- 
_ ing up of these w: ; Se igi : 
+(e) Are the Government taking steps to assess revenue upon the lands 
Mic coke encroached cat If not, why not? 





Accidents on 
Messrs. Martin 
& Co.'s line 
, in Howrah 


— ae 

AN ie iggy 

: : erly ob Salted | 
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Questions and Answers.» : : 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Gowley:— i TSA eee eee 


(a) Yes. ; .. 

(b) Within the limits of the Port of Calcutta the Port Commissioners 
take the necessary steps to prevent such erections without the specific approval 
of Government. Outside the limits of the Port the Commissioners of the — 
Presidency and Burdwan Divisions are under Government Order responsible 
for the conservation of the river. The question of the issué of a Notification ~ 
under section 4 (7) (a) of the Indian Ports Act (XV of 1908), conferring 


on the’ Port Commissioners the power of Conservators of navigable river 


channels of the Hooghly leading to the Port of Calcutta, north of the northern 
limits of the Port, is under the consideration of Government. 

(c) Revenue on encroachments will be generally assessed during ig arp 
diara surveys under Act IX of 1847. Above Naihati such surveys are being 
undertaken in accordance with Notification No. 785 L.R., dated the 21st 
January; 1918, published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 23rd January, 1918, 
along with the survey and settlement proceedings now in progress in the 
district of Nadia. Below Naihati such surveys will be undertaken alon 
with the survey and settlement operations in the districts of Hooghly, Howra 
and the 24-Parganas. According to the present programme settlement 
operations in the Howrah and Hooghly districts are expected to commence - 
in the year 1922, and those in the 24-Parganas are expected to commence in 
1923. Government, however, reserve the right, to charge rent for encroach- 
ments on the foreshore at any time.?’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


12. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state how many accidents have 
been caused on the line of Messrs. Martin & Co., in the town of Howrah, during 
the last five years ¢ wich ay 

(b) What precautions have been adopted to prevent such accidents 
happening 4 4 

(e) Are the Government considering: the desirability of ascertaining 
whether these precautions are aeinas and are strictly followed ? 

(d) Have the Government considered ‘the advisability of renee the. 
line to a safer place, such as the East Indian Railway yard at Howrah? _ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


‘“ (a) The total number of accidents of all kinds during the past five 
years was 59. Of these, 33 were of a technical nature, e.g., derailments, etc., 
not involving injuries to persons. The remaining 26 were accidents result- 
ing in injuries which in six cases proved fatal, viz:— ash 


To passengers. : 

To railway servants aa ea as 
To public wayfarers and trespassers ie AN 
To animals fas hee 


x 


whea 


The six cases in which accidents proved fatal consist of — 

Railway servants “it 

Cartman Gas ust i 

Male trespasser ; 

Female trespasser fas : yes a 
(b) The working of the railway is governed by certain sections of the 

Railway Act which provide such piles as ad considered necessary. 
{9 _ necessity for an-inquiry of the nature suggested has not arisen: 
0.” ¢ . . xd » ¢ nt ae Pe 2 AF am 


New. 
. | 


‘ . 
wee 





ey . Na BATE AVAL LE BA Ree ner ‘ 5 ; ’ *” iy y, ™%, 
LA CANES A teak, re ban Rei ; , ' 


Sy , “Questions and Answers. ’ ‘ 
_ By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
ae aus 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Brosion of the 
the residents of Noakhali submitted several petitions for straightening the ‘°¥"°f. 
bend’ of the Montear Ghona Khal, at the place known as Bariaghona, as a . 
‘measure for proserting the northern portion of Taltali Ward of the town of 
Noakhali from erosion? ’ 


(b) Have the Government considered the advisability of the course 
suggested ? ’ 
(c) What steps are the Government taking to stop the erosion of Noa- 


khali town from three sides, namely, from the south by the river, and from 
the east and north by the khal? "7s 


(2) Will the Government be pleased to state what decision, if any, has 
been arrived at as to the course to be adopted about the town of Noakhali? 


Sr poten eR ENN ate oy , ‘ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


i The Hon’ble Member is referred tothe answer given to question 


No. 5 (c) asked by the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 
(b)* The suggestion did not céme up before Government. 


(c) No measures are being taken with a view to arrest erosion.’ In this 
connection the Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to question 
No, XLII at a meeting of the Council on 20th November, 1917. 


(d) No final decision has yet been made as the necessity for abandoning 
the present town has not yet arisen. In this connection the Hon’ble Member 
is referred to the answer given to question No. LIV at a meeting of the Council 
on the 19th February, 1918. Since then temporary buildings have been con- 
structed on the acquired land at Sonapur to provide for the accommodation 

’ of those officers whose residences at Noakhali are likely to be affected in the 
near future by the erosion of the coast which is still in progress.’’ 


" By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


14, 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars Tho tascars of 
- about the lascars of Bengal :— Bengal. 


(i) the number of lascars which Bengal contributed during the great 
: war to the ports of (2) Calcutta, (b) Chittagong, (c) Rangoon, 
(d) Bombay, and (e) Colombo; 
(tt) the number of lascars which Bengal sent to Egypt, Natal, Great 
Britain, Cape Colony and Mesopotamia, during the last war} 
(i) the number of Bengal lascars who lost. their lives through the 
inclemency of the climate during the last war, together with the 
iti names of places where they died; 
(iv) the number of Bengal lascars who lost their lives during the last 
‘war through enemy’ action, together with the names of places 
where they died; and 
(v) the total number of Bengal lascars who gave their lives for the 
oa atsate .Empire during the great.wart = ; 
—. (b) Is ita fact that the Port Officer of Calcutta has recorded that 
ing the last war no Bengal lascars refused tage. to sea from fear of enemy 
action eyen after previous experience on a torpedoed ship? 


Feb 
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| 


(c) Are the Government aware of the sage that has been expressed wn 
e 


that the Bengal lascar was the mainstay of 

_ the great war?! ptosis 
(2) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative. 
statement showing the pay received by the lascar of different nationalities in 

the vessels in which the livwaientianed Bengal lascars served ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


ocean-going steamers during 


ce 
(a) (i)\— 
Aa Calcutta sas adit ieee a «+ 106,627, 
(b) Chittagong ome vel ate sa 1,765 
(c) Rangoon bed os be: pee 5,947 % 
(2) Bombay és: ss slp po 16,242 
(e) Colombo <a ites $n na 7,428 
(a) (ii)— = 
Egypt ope 
Natal oes ce any wah ae 
Great Britain... sour “ oss 2,541 
Cape Colony os wae as poems Fy é. ) ‘ 
Mesopotamia es rags. nae x i 541 In addition to these a. 
“ large nom wag 
sent through the 
Inland Water 
Transport and 
Military Recruiting 
Officere. 
Other Ports : vy. TA1T 


(2) (tit) Sixteen lascars died on voyage from London to Murmansk 
and seventeen died at Archangel. 

(a) (iv) Eight hundred and four; the names of places where the lascars. 
died are not known to Government. 

(a) (c) Eight hundred and ninety-six, including twelve injured seamen. 

(b) Yes. : 


(c) Yes. 
( Sailors. Firemen, ‘Seewards, 
Per Per Per 
: mensem. mensem, mensem, 
Indian wie oe R818 to Rs. 25 Rs, 23 Rs. 33 + 
British s¥ w» £11-10-0 £ 12 £10 
West Intlians i 
Arabs } » £11-10-0 £12 dutice 
' Somalis " 
Ohinese ape ou LF Ph HONE Sarai en 
Goanese e965 phe! ea. HA.» Kealbue thar ie deka vod kath San Rs. 35 


(West Indians, Arabs and Somalis'sign on British Articles of Agreement.) 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
oT) 15. . ; 
ital ooseicia Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any truth in the 
iy the Rajeali allegation that the political convicts in the Rajshahi Central Jaik are 
ral Jail. . 


treated with great severity and that they have gone on hunger strike since: _- 
» 1920, as a protest against the maltreatment to which they 


the 26th Jan 
are subjected ? 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson :— ‘ 


“ There is no truth in the Pe apa that politesl-conwisks in the Raj- : ; Si 

2 great severity. On the 26th January 

_last the Superintendent of the “e -cteag Central yal ‘occasion to take aie a 
other the; 


shahi Central Jail are treated wi 


sentence of 7 years’ imprisonment for dacoity. By some means or other 


nek ayeect of the had : 
ciptinary action against Lalit Mohan Ghosh, a ‘convict: who is servin g, 
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, Questions and Answers. 
State prisoners who are confined in Rajshahi Jail under Bengal Regulation 
ITT of 1818 came to hear of this incident and went on hunger strike as a 
protest. The hunger strike lasted only 24 hours.”’ 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— __ 

16. sa Lise ‘ . ’ ‘ eR 

Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars about 

Mr D.B. Meek, of the Indian Educational Service} viz:-— ° 


(i) what are the different appointments which he has held under the 
Government; * 


(ii) the date of commencement and of termination of each such 


appointment; 
(iii) the pay he received in each appointment; and 
(iv) what especial qualifications or experience entitled him to the post 
» of Director of Industries? d 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 
- (i), (i) and (iit) A statement giving the information required is laid 
on the table. at 
(iv) As Assistant Controller of Munitions and Controller of Munitions, 
between which posts and that of Director of Industries there was a very close 
~vonnection during the war, he had acquired a special knowledge of the indus- 
trial needs and possibilities of the province.”’ ; 


Statement referred to in the answer to question No. 16 (7), (i) and (iz) 
unstarred, showing the appointments held by Mr. VD. B. Murx of the 
Indian Educational Service with dates and pay. . 

a 

Dares OF COMMENCEMENT i 

AND TERMINATION. 

















APProlInTMENTS HELD, Ee oe Pay. 
Re. 
From To 
mo 2 pi ti 4 
at PRG 2 EE LY) penalties RE AERC ERMIW 16 He, ERNE 
Professorship of Physics, Dacca} 12-2-1911 30-6-1916 || Time scale pay of Rs. 500—50—1,000 
College. * of the Indian Educational Service. 
Special duty in the Meteorolo- 1-7-1916 9-11-1916 Time scale pay of Rs. 500—50—1,000 
ical office, Simla, under the of the India’ Educational Service 
vernment of India, Revenue : plus deputation allowauce of Rs, 150 
and Agriculture Departinent. per mengem, 

Professorshi of Physics, | 10-11-1916 9-5-1917 | ‘Time scale pay of Rs. 500—50—1,000 
Dacca College: y of the Indian Educational Service. 
Professordhip of Physics, 10-65-1917 2.10.1918 | Time scale pay of Rs. 500—50—1,000 

Presidency College. : of the Indian Educational Service 


(in addition). 
~ Post of Assistant Controller | - 3-10-1918 


\ 


{ 
} 
Post of Meteorologist, Galcu:ta | plus Rs. 350—30—500. 


19-4-1919 | Timte scale pay of Rs. 500—50—1,000 


of Munitions under the of the Indian Educational Service 

Government of India. plus Rs. 8350—80—500 plus a ‘con- 

_ Post of Meteorologist, Calcutta F veyance allowance of Rs, 100 a 

{in addition). ; ae? month. 

Post of Officiating Director of | 20-4-1919 31-12-1919 | Pay of Rs, 900 as Assistant Coutroller 

Industries, Bengal, and Con- of Manitions plus acting allowance 

4 troller . of Munitions and, ; of Rs. 1,066-10-8. as Officiating 
Meteorologist, Calcutta, aie " Director of Iudustries plus pay of | 

PETE TO Airaee : Ans Rs. 850—30—500 as Meteorologist, 

; ; Pia Calcutta, ‘ 
P-2-19200 teens Pay of Rs, 2,000—50—z,250, 
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Certain 
statiatics about 
Mr, J, C. K. 
Peterson, late 
of the Indian 
Civil Service. 


Proposals of the 
Director of 
Industries on the 
recommendations 
of the Indian 
Industrial 
Commission. 
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Questions and Agowers. 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— ah es 
0) 
17. alte 


Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars 
regarding Mr. J. C. K. Peterson, late of the Indian Civil Service, viz. eae 


(i) the date of his appointment as Director of Industries; 


(ii) the date up to-which he held the post; - Jac > 
(iii) what was his pay before and after his appointment as Director of 
Industries; ‘ 


(iv) what special qualifications entitled him to this post? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 
‘« (i) The 10th October 1917. 
(ii) The 19th April 1919. 


\ 
(ii?) Rs. 2,500 per mensem with a daily allowance of Rs. 10 and a con- 
veyance allowance of Rs. 150 per mensem. He drew the same pay before 
and after his appointment as Director of Industries, 


(iv) As Controller of Munitions ( between which post and that of 
Director, there was a very close connection during the war) he had acquired 
a special knowledge of the industrial needs and possibilities of the province.’* 


+ iy ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


18. 4 i ‘ P| , 
(a) Will the-Government be pleased to lay on.the table the proposals. 
submitted by the Director of Industries to give effect to the recommendations 
of the Indian Industrial Commission? : - 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of inviting public 
opinion thereon? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


““ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
question No. 25 asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chau- 
dhuri on the 8rd February 1920. 


(b) It is difficult to give a general answer. Should a-case arise in which 
public opinion can advantageously be consulted, this will be done.’’’ . 


\ 


By the Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


19. 
(a) Is there an 
Europeans and 
aeroplanes and 
distance ? 


(b) Is there any truth in the cllogatinn that no Indian with a dhoti on 
alcutta races # mae eree reat 6 

(c) If the answers to clauses (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will the 

Government be pleased to say whether they are considering the desirability 

of passing such orders as may be conside lof is. 


passing such or necessary for the remova 
racial distinction in the aforementioned cases and in the case of other similar 
places and occasions ? seage ¥ sr betas ate aoe Maaosien 


foundation for the complaint that in Calcutta only 
entlemen wearing Euro dress are allowed to go near 
at all others are forced by the police to stand at some 


a 


yt 





Rh aoe 
Ry iiele, 
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inthe oC ; d ‘ . 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“‘ (a) So far as Government are aware there is no foundation for the com- 


plaint, but the aeroplanes on the Ellenborough Course are guarded by the 
Company’s own servants and the police have nothing to do with them. — 


(b) It has been ascertained that there are no written rules on the subject, 
but instructions are given that persons seeking admission to the Grand Stand 
imust be property dressed. The interpretation given to this is the same as 
in the case o 
present. 


(c) Goyernment do not consider any orders necessary.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


20. 
Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars with 
respect to the Department of Industries, viz:— 
(i) when was the department brought into existence; 
it) what was the object with which it was established; 
(vit) what tangible result has been achieved up to now; 
(tv) what amount has been spent up to December, 1919— 
(a) for the pay of the Director of Industries; 
(6) for the establishment of the Director of Industries; and 


(c) what amount has been spent on the department for other purposes, 
indicating how much has been spent for each of such purposes ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


“(i On the 10th October, 1917, the date of appointment of the first 
Director of Industries. 

(ii) (a) to inquire into the industrial problems of the province. * 

(b) To encourage and help new and existing local industries by offering 


‘ 


_ technical advice and giving any other form of suitable assistance. 





(c) To deal with industrial inquiries received from the public and the 
collection of industrial information. 
_ (d) To supervise any form of industrial activity which the local Govern- 
ment may themselves initiate, ¢.g., the research tannery. 


.\- (wt) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the administration report of the 


Department of Industries, Bengal, for the period between October, 1917, and 
December, 1919, which was laid on the table in reply to unstarred question 
No. 23 by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri on the 3rd 
February, 1920. 
(iv) ©) Rupees 52,860-9-1, but the Director of Industries was also Con- 
troller of Munitions, and the pay was never apportioned between the two posts. 
(b) Rupees 27,568-7-11.. 
“(v) Rupees 1,89,480-1-4 ‘as detailed below :— 
i : Ra ace. + 


Contingencies, etc. vn Oacr vp lanoe 2:2 
Research Tannery, Calcutta... pea «. 151,148 0 0 
‘Deputation of Special officers, Messrs. Hoogewerf, 
Ray ibson and Pilgrim sae es. RAY Ne ic ¢- Fie 2 Say | 
 . Development of hand-loom weaving... dot 209 0 0 





Hagen AEs, uy te Seo “Total |e 1,89,4800 14" 


* aay hy * —— 





other important social functions in Calcutta at which ladies are, 


The Department 
of Industries. — ~ 
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Questions and Answers. marae 
By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji:— 
21. 


Reorganization In reference to the answer given to unstarred question No. 4 at the 
of the Lower Council meeting of the 3rd September last, will the Government be pleased — 
\ al to state whether the general principles on which reorganization of the Lower 
Service. Subordinate Educational Service should procéed have been formulated, and 
whether there is any chance of provision being made in the fortheoming budget _. 
for such additional expenditure as may be necessary in regard to the improve-" 
ment of the pay and prospects of the members of that service ¢ 


’ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


¢ . . . , 
‘* The answer is in the negative.”’ 


By the Hon’bie Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji:— 


22. ° 
» Education of _ Will the Government be pleased to state— 


the matter of (i) whether it is in their contemplation to take early steps for instilling 
elections to the . into the masses, especially in rural,areas, a sense of their duties 
| noe ort _ and responsibilities in the matter of the exercise of their func- 
j tions as electors during the forthcoming elections of the reformed 
_ Council in November next; and 

(ii) whether they have considered the desirability of sowing broad- 
cast the principles of representative Government by the free 
distribution of a short résumé of the main features of the new 
Government of India Act and vernacular renderings of the 
election rules to be framed. thereunder ? 

: Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— J 7: 


‘ (i) The question apparently contemplates formal - official action in 
connection with the elections under the Reforms Scheme. This is only liable 
to be misunderstood, and it is not proposed to initiate it. Moreover here, as 
in other countries in which systems of representative Government are in force, 
the task of bringing home to the people theit duties and responsibilities as 
electors must rest primarily with those who seek their suffrages. - heen, 


(ii) It may prove expedient to give wide publicity to the rules, ete., 
governing the new elections. The desirability of so doing will be further 
considered when the rules, etc., have been framed.”’ , 


By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji:— * 


Fes ems een Pictonige te. 
Floods in the Will the Government be pleased to*state whether an 8 have been | 

[/ Damodar. taken to ascertain whether the palliative measure pHa 4 pie Poa to - 

reduce the intensity of thé floods in the Damodar have had the desired effect? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Gowley:— Timers itt | ist x 


« awe e mF aS ae 

The palliative measures already undertaken are the improvements of 

four outlets for the flood water of the Damodar river and the investigation 
into sites suitable for reservoirs in the catchment area in the upper reaches 

of the river. These improvements have not yet been completed, and cannot _ 


¢ et 
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be entirely completed for some time to come; moreover, since they were 

commenced, there has been no high flood to test them. It is therefore impos- 

sible to a, bye at present as to whether the measures which aré in hand 

have had the desired effect. It may be said, however, that the measures as 

ion gant ag to have a marked beneficial effect on a reduction of the 

ee ane which any future floods of the Damodar river will remain on 
é land.”’ 


- By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


24, , 

(a) In regard to the promotions given from Class VIII to Class VII of 
the Subordinate Eudcational Service as announced in the Calcutta Gazette, 
dated the 14th J anuary, 1920, will the Government be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement giving the following information :— 


(¢) names of the officers promoted; 
(%) their academical qualifications; 
(ii) their positions in the graded list; 

(tv) their designations; 
(v) the dates of first appointment: 


(vi) the date of ee in Class VIII, Subordinate Educational 
Service; an 


(vt?) the date of promotion to Class Vil, Subordinate Educational 
Service ? . 


(?) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a 
very large number of officers, viz., Nos. 31 to 63, 67 to 77, 79 to 82, 84 to 86, 
108 to 110, 113 to 117, 123. to 187, and a few others of Class VIII of the 
graded list of officers in the Subordinate Educational Service corrected up to 
Ist April, 1919, have been superseded in making selections for promotions ? 


(c) If so, what are the special reasons in each case of supersession ? 


(2) Are the Government aware of a fooling that exists that in the list 
of promotions referred to above most of the officers promoted have inferior 
academical qualifications and lower positions in the list than many others 
who have been superseded ? 


(é) Is it a fact that the 2nd clerk of the oftice of thé Inspector of Schools, 
Chittagong Division, who has been promoted, has superseded 8 teachers, 1 
Laboratory Assistant, 4 Sub-Inspectors of Schools, of whom 4 are B.A. ’s, 1 is 
an M.A., 1 is an M.Sc. 1 is an M.A., B.T., 1isa B.A., B.T.. and 1 isan L.T,? 


(f) Is it a fact that among the officers promoted eight are clerks who 
are employed in less responsible offices than the Head Clerk of a first grade 
college who has been superseded ? 


(g) Are the Government aware that such cases of supersession have 
“produced a widespread feeling of discontent amongst the officers concerned ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


" ** (a) A statement is laid on the table. It does not include the name 
of Babu Quikhe Ranjan Bose (No. I) who had been promoted under a 
previous notification. In the notification in question his promotion was only 


given effect to from an earlier date. 
.(b) Yes. 


Promotion in 
the Sabordinate 
Educational 
Service. 
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(c) It will appear from column 9 of the statement, laid on the table, 
that the officers who superseded those mentioned in the question, were draw- 
ing Rs. 50 per mensem for a longer term than those superseded. The order 
in which officers are considered for B erapoe ra is determined by the dates 
from which they have been nti | eir present rate of pay whether inside 
or outside the grades. The principle involved in the procedure was explained _ 
in the answers of Government to clauses (/) and (g) of unstarred question 
No. 29 asked by the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazlul Haq at the Council meeting 
of 19th November, 1919. 


(d) Promotions are not determined by academical qualifications alone. 
Length, of service and meritorious work have to receive full consideration. 


(e) Yes. But the clerk had been drawing Rs. 50 per month for a longer 
period than those whom he superseded. 


(f) There are 8 clerks among the officers promoted but all of them had 
been drawing Rs. 50 per month for longer , terms than those whom they — 


superseded. 
(g) No.” 


= 


Pop ne ee Se Ee 
Boas? ~ 2 
eae - : 
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BIBI ‘TAdY 381 wosg do1A208 
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“LI6T ‘sn3ny 31% wWoay vo1AI08 
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pape 043 apsyno Qg sy uo sv 


"0161 ‘J9quIEAON YIF WOsy eorasos 
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sf _ Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


25, ae 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state why the establishment of {/' prota a 


a district agricultural farm at Pabna for which the District Board has con- farnis*in certain 
tributed liberally has not yet been taken up this year? plaane. heir) ta 


(b) Is it a fact that a large provision was made in the Budget for the 
_ current year for two other district farms! _ 


@ If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why these 
farms have not been started # r 


(d) Is it a fact that the money referred to in clauses (a) and (6) will i 
lapse in time? ; . 


(e) Has any other scheme, either in the Agricultural or Sericultural 
section, for which money was allotted by Government, been abandoned for 
the current year, and if so what,are the causes of such abandonment? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“ (a) Although provision for this work was made in the budget, no pre- 
‘liminary steps had, at the time provision was made, been taken towards the 
construction of the buildings nor were bricks available. A project for the 
work has now been drawn tip and sanctioned; and instructions have been 
issued to arrange for bricks this cold weather. Proceedings for the acquisi- 
tion of land are now in progress, The buildings will be constructed by. the 
Public Works Department. next financial year. - : 


(b) Yes. : ‘ 


(c) The necessary preliminaries of the selection of the site, the acquisi- 
tion of the land and the preparation of initial and detailed plans and esti- 
mates in consultation with the Agricultural Department, the Public Works 
Department and other officers or bodies interested as well as the’ actual con- 
_ struction of the buildings by the Public Works Department naturally take 
time. Therefore the preliminaries of a scheme up to the preparation of. 
initial plans and estimates have ordinarily to be settled before provision is 
made in'the budget for it. In order, however, to expedite matters. Govern- 
ment, in accordance with what is understood to be the general wish, made 
the necessary budget provision jn anticipation of these preliminaries in the 
case of these farms. But, owing to the difficulty of accelerating the ordinary 
preliminary work, and for the fact that the Public Works Department have 
in hand an exceptionally large programme of building operations which had 
been postponed owing to the war, it has not been found possible to accelerate 
the work-to the extent Government hoped would he done.’ In the case of the 
two other farms referred to’by the Hon'ble Member, the sites for the Bakar- 
-ganj farm at Sagardi and the Birbhum farm at Suri have now been acquired ; 
and Rs. 5,000 will be spent during the year on the buildings on the former seer 
. farm. The Director of Agriculture has already been requested to settle the r 
_ preliminaries of future farms in anticipation of budget. provision. 
| (@) This is not altogether correct. Money has already been spent as 
‘indicated in the answer to (c). . The balance for the Pabna-and Bakarganj 
farms will be provided next year by the Public Works Department from their 
grant for hats in progress and for the Birbhum farm from the grant for 
the establishment of farms. : 


(e) No scheme has been actually abandoned for the current year.” 
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nae : 


Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— sp cee 
ee 


madan boys in the Royal Veterinary College at Belgachia ¢ 


(6) What facilities are there for hostel accommodation for the said 
College? ; 


(c) What is the capacity of the present Muhammadan hostel there, i.¢., 
how many Muhammadan boys are able comfortably to reside in the said 
hostel ? . 


a 


Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“ (a) Forty-three. ‘ 


(b) There are two hostels, one for Hindus and the other for Muham- 
madans, which together afford accommodation for 188 students. 


(c) The present Muhammadan hostel has accommodation - for 50 
boarders. ”’ 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 


27. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the conditions that are 
required to be fulfilled before it is considered that a case has been made out 
for the establishment of a medical school in a district or x division ? 


(6) Have the Government approved of the necessity for the establish- 
ment of such an institution in each division of the province? 


(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Government. 
be pleased to state i the Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions have not been 
provided with any such schools up to now 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


“ @ and (6) No specific conditions éan be laid down. Government are in 
reemént with the desirability of offering additional facilities for medical 
education in Bengal outside Caleutta, but in connection with any particular 
scheme it is necessary to consider the facilities offered by the particular centre: 
proposed, the opportunites it affords for supervision and hospital practice, 
and the area from which it is likely to draw both patients and pupils, as well 
as other incidental factors. The financial aspect has also to be considered, 


and Government must see whether funds can be provided before committing” 


themselves to any scheme i 
(c) The question does not arise.’’ ite ets 


‘By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 
28. . ‘ * 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Muham- 


_ (@) Will the Government be pleased to dilanaae is the principle atopiad. ae: 
paereving | py m nominating the governing bodies of Government and ‘aided: pollegt nis 


(6) Is it not a fact that the main principle is that it should be representa- eas 


‘ 


tive of the different communities? 
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By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 





\ 


J 


ys Questions and Answers. 
(c) Are the Government aware that in some cases this principle is not 
observed, as when the Divisional Commissioner is the Chairman of the 
verning body, it happens that. such body also includes the Deputy 
Magistrate of the district ? ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (@) In making appointments to the governing bodies of Government 
colleges Government endeavour to select gentlemen who, owing to their posi- 
tion, qualifications and interest in the colleges are likely to prove useful 
members. Appointments to the governing bodies of aided colleges are not 


made by Government. 
(b) The answer is in the negative. . 
(c) In view of the answer to clause (b) this question does not arise.’’ 


/ 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for the appoint- 
ment of a superannuated Maulvi from the United Provinces to the post of 
Head Maulvi of the Calcutta Madrassa in supersession of the claims of the 
Maulvis in the Education Department of this Presidency ¢ 


(6) Are the Government aware that the appointment of Shams-ul-Ulama 

M. A. Tonki, as also of his predecessor, Shams-ul-Ulama Maulvi Abdul Haq, 

directly to class IIT of the Provincial Educational Service (Rs. 500) was a 

al 9 dissatisfaction among the members of the Provincial Educational 
rvice 4 ; 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


“‘ (a) Pending the a of a permanent successor to Shams-ul- 
Ulama Mufti Muhammad Abdulla Tonki, Shams-ul-Ulama Maulvi Nazir 
Hussain, temporary assistant Head Maulvi of the Arabic Department of the 
Calcutta Madrassa, has been appointed to act as Head Maulviof the Madrassa. 

- He was appointed temporarily, for the present session only. because no other 
suitable teacher of Hadis was available and it was necessary to prevent inter- 
ruption of the studies of the title class students in the middle of the session. 


(4) Shams-ul-Ulama Abdul Haq Haqquani was a pointed Head 
Maulvi of the Calcutta Madrassa in 1913 and after his death Shams-ul- 
Ulama Mufti Abdulla Tonki was appointed Head Maulvi in 1917. In both 
cases Government carefully reviewed the claims of officers of the Education 
Department of this Presidency and the merits of the various a plicants for 
the post, and they eventually selected the gentlemen named above in con- 
sideration of their experience, attainments and reputation for learning. It 
is possible that their appointment led to ee, mae among officers of 
the Provincial Educational Service who desired the post, but Government. 
have no information on the subject.”’ 


a 


_ By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


(a) Has the scale of pay of the lower division clerks been revised in the 


offices of the Accountant-General, Bengal, Controller of Currency, Controller, 
India Treasuries, Accountant-General, Post and  Telegraphs, Deputy 
Accountant-General, Post and Telegraphs ? 


© 


Filling up of 
the'post of Head 
Maulvi of the 
Caleutta 
Madrasea, 


’ 
Scale of pay of 
the lower BY 
division clerks 
in the Accounts 
offices. 


Appointment of 
Indians in the 
Bengal Pilot 
Service. 


PUG BA 
ie 


140, “THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MARCH 17, 1920. [Pant TVA. 
ASE a ae Ree n ies Poa eee Cael ee ED UIBEE PETE 
Questions and Answers. 2 ise 


(b) What are the minimum and maximum rates of pay and increment 
under the new scale introduced in these offices 4 , . 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to say whether the work in those 
offices is considered to be superior to that of the Secretariat? z 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


‘* (a) In the offices named, there is no separation of the clerical service 
into upper and lower divisions exactly corresponding to that which exists 
in the Secretariat. The pay of the clerical service, which resembles the lower 
division of the Secretariat, has been revised in the offices of the Accountant- 
General, Bengal, Controller, India Treasuries, Accountant-General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, Deputy Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs. Pro- 
posals for the revision of pay of the clerks of the Controller of Currency’s _ 
office are under the consideration of Government. 


(b) Accountant-General, Bengal, and  Accountant-General, Central 
Revenues, formerly known as Comptroller, India T reasuries.—Rs. 44—4—120 
—5—150, with efficiency bars at Rs. 80 and Rs. 120. Clerks who pass the 
departmental examination receive increments at Rs. 5 instead of Rs. 4 or 
Rs. 3, and the maximum for these clerks is Rs. 170. 


Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, and Deputy Accountant- 
General, Posts and Telegraphs.—Rs. 30—3—45—2—55—1—65 and thereafter 
Rs. 70 after 5 years. 


(c) The work in the various offices differs so much that it is impossible 


to make a comparison.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
31. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to refer to Annexure XV, page 292, 
and paragraph 3 of the Report of the Public Services Commission, relating 
to the appointment of Indians in the Bengal Pilot Service. and state whether 
any endeavour has so far been made to enlist any Indian in the said service ? 


(6) Have the Government under their contemplation the establishment 
of preining classes in ships for the training of Indians as Leadsman, Mate 
ilot, ete. ¢ ‘ 


Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


_ (a) The recommendation of the Public Services Commissidn regard- 
ing the amendment of the existing rule on the subject together with the 
remarks thereon of the local Government and of the Government of India 
is still under the consideration of the Secretary of State. |” 


b) Government have had under their consideration the ogee of 
establishing a Nautical Institute in Calcutta for the training of Indian sea- 
men in the elements of the theory of navigation and for the training of Indians 
in the art of navigation on a scientific basis; and they have appointed a small 
committee to consider the question. A copy of the Gevernment Resolu- 


tion appointing the committee is placed on the table for the information of | 


the Hon’ble Member.”’ 


‘ 
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Questions and Answers. 
Resolution referred to in the answer to question 31 (b) (unstarred). 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
Marine DEPARTMENT. 
No. 478 Mne. 
RESOLUTION. 


Calcutta, the 3rd February 1920. 


The Government of Bengal have for’ some time past had under their 
consideration the question of establishing a school or nautical institute in 
Calcutta for the training of Indian seamen in the elements of the theory of 
navigation and for the training of Indians in the art of navigation on a 
scientific basis. No facilities at present exist in this Presidency for Indians 
to qualify themselves for certificates of competency for higher posts in the 
mercantile marine. The Governor in Council is inclined to the view that an 
institute or academy on the lines of training institutions in European coun- 
tries might prove beneficial to a section of Indians of average education who 
might be encouraged to take up the sailor’s profession in future. Enquiries 
made by Government show that there is at present no actual demand for 
such an institution in Calcutta but the Governor in Council thinks that the 
matter might be discussed with advantage at the present time. The ques- 
tior requires to be very carefully considered. It is necessary in the first 
place to ascertain definitely whether there is scope for such an institution 
in Calcutta. If so, the matter should be examined in fuller detail, viz. the 
course of training, the probable number of boys desirous of going to sea, the 
shipping companies willing to employ them, the educational and other 
ualifications required for such employment and any other relevant points. 
‘he Government of Bengal consider that the matter should be examined by 
4 representative Committee, as in Bombay and Madras, where a similar 
question is already under consideration. The Governor in Council is accord- 
ingly pleased to appoint a Committee consisting of the following gentlemen 
to consider the question with special reference to the points mentioned above. 
The Committee should report their conclusions to Government as early as 
practicable :-— 


President. 
The Port Officer, Calcutta. 


Members. 


Captain P. de St. Croix, Marine Superintendent, British India Steam 
Navigation Company, Limited. : 

Captain G. R. Simpson, Marine Superintendent, India General Navi- 
gation and Railway Company Limited. 

A representative of the Asiatic Steam Navigation Company. : 
A representative of the firm of Senaton Nittyanundo Roy, 2/1 Mission 
ow, Calcutta. 
Munshi Abdool Rahaman, Dubash, of Chittagong. 


_- The time and place for the meeting of the Committee willbe arranged 
by the Port Officer, Calcutta. 


y 


By order of the Governor in Council, 
eying 7 >< C. B. BAYLEY, 
erect) Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
: 


Tndians ae 
Inapectors 
under the 
Smoke 
Nuisances 
Commission. 


Distribution of 
pulse seeds in 
the cyclone 
affected areas. 
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(Juestions and Answers. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


32. ; ; 
(a) How many Inspectors are there in Bengal under the Smoke. 
Nuisances Commission, and how many of them are Indians? 

(b) Are these appointments advertised in newspapers ¢ 


/ 


“ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


‘‘ (a) There are three Smoke Nuisance Inspectors none of them is an 
Indian. ie 
(6) Yes, in the local newspapers.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


33. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(i) the quantity of pulse seeds of the different kinds purchased by the 
Agricultural Department for distribution in the cyclone affected 
areag in Eastern Bengal and Khulna; 


(vi) the quantity of different pulses actually distributed, centre by 
centre, in the different districts; 


(zit) the losses in the course of distribution in the different districts; 


(iv) the actual net balance in hand in the different districts and how 
it has been disposed of, and at what price. If the entire amount 
has not been disposed of, (2) how much has been disposed of, 
and (b) at what price; 

(v) whether it is a fact that the defective quality of the seeds stood in 
the way of their disposal; 


(vt) the quantity of rabi oilseeds of different varieties purchased by the 
department for distribution in Dacca and other Eastern Bengal 
districts and Khulna; 


(vii) the quantity actually distributed, district by district; and 


(vii?) total areas under mustard and linseed cultivation in all the districts 
concerned ¢ 


(b) Is it a fact that there was not a great demand for mustard and 
linseed seeds in any of the districts, and that the District Collectors of certain 
districts refused to take the seeds indented for by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment for these districts ¢ 


(c) Who were the officers submitting the district indents and who was 
responsible for the consolidation of the same ! 

(d) Was the entire arrangement nothing but an _ experiment ¢ 

(e) If not, what considerations led the department to go in for the 
scheme? 


(f) Will the Government state on which dates the indents from the 
subordinates were received by Director, on which date the order was placed 
with the firm or firms for the supply, and on which dates the seeds were 
actually supplied ? / 


(g) From which firm or firms were the seéds purchased 
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vi (Questions and Answers. 
(h) Was any public tender called for, for the supply # 


® What endeavours were made by the Department to consult the local 
rates? - 


(j) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement giving the prices current locally for these seeds and the prices 
charged by the firms, including freight and other charges? 


(*) What have been the contingent charges incurred by the department 
in connection with this distribution ? . 


- (2) What expenditure has been incurred by the Government on the 
following items in connection with the seed distribution— 


(7) travelling allowance of all the officers employed, rank by rank, 
; from the Director to the Demonstrators; . 


(ti) pay and travelling allowance of any temporary establishment. 


(m) How many officers, rank by rank, were employed in the work, and 
for how long, and what are the respective pays of these officers? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 





¢ 
“@ 

Manunds, 

Khesari ony ved ae .. 8,208 
Mung rey = iia .» 8,000 
Lentils oh oe: ae .. 6,150 
Peas Se Se meee se 596 
Mati-kalai_... sa ha .. 2,100 
Total wee 15,049 


(ii) A statement, district. by district, relating to the 48 centres, is laid 
on the Library table. 


(iii “A 
Mas. Srs, Ch. 

456 A3 2 

(iv) — 
Mus. Srs. | Ch. 
3,329 lL 4 


Separate information for each district is not available. 


All the seeds except 22 mds. 21 srs. 8 ch. of mati-kalai have beer disposed 
of at the following rates. Particulars for the Khulna seeds are not vet 
available:— 

Mati-kalai at Rs, 5-4 per mauni. 

Sonamung at Rs. 7 ~ 

Kala-mung at Rs. 10 - 4 

Peas sat Rs. 6-8 3 

Khesari at Rs, 6-12 of 
Lentils at Rs. 6-10 RS 


- 
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(c) No. The quality of seed was excellent and far superior to that of _ 


any other seed locally available. 


(vi) — 
Mads. Srs. . Ch. 
Mastard sd ve wpeaacay |! 1) 1 atime y Goer bY 
Linseed Nie ose 7s 400° 7 7 


(vii) A statement, district by district, is laid on the Library table. 


(viii) The Hon’ble Member is referred to-_pages 247-51 of the supplement 
to the Calcutta Gazette, March 3, 1920. : i 


(b) There was but a limited demand for mustard and linseed in all the 
affected districts except Faridpur, where mustard was in some demand. It 
is not a fact that the District Collectors of certain districts refused to take 
the seeds indented for by the Agricultural Department. An indent for some 
seed was received for southern Mymensingh; but the Collector suhsequentl y 
decided that loan distribution was not necessary in that district. 


(c) Agricultural officers reported serious damage; and consolidated indents 
were prepared with the approval of local officers and of Government. 


(d) Jt was not an experiment. The same kind of work had been success- 
fully accomplished in the year 1918 on a smaller scale in connection with the 


relief of distress caused by the floods in Rajshahi and Bogra. The seeds were °’ 
F ’ 


generally given in the form of loans. 


(e) The question does not arise; but the objects were to replace immedi- 
ately the stocks of rabi seeds reported to have been damaged by the cyclone 
and to stabilize the price of seeds in the affected tracts. ‘hese objects were 
achieved. 


(f)— 
Date of reports from subordinates vs 2-10-19 
Date of order’ to the firm .. 3-10-19 
Date of supply «10-10-19 


(g) Messrs. Ralli Brothers. ; 


' (hk) No. There was no time to do so; the cyclone actually took place at 
the commencement of the sowing season and heintnge immediate arrange- 
ments had to be made to make good . the damage. Messrs. Ralli Brothers 
supplied the seeds at cost price. 


___ (@) In investigating the damage Agricultural officers reported that prices 
were high and rising. — . 


‘(j) A statement is laid on the-Library table. In the large majority | 


of cases the prices current locally were reduced owing to the distribution of - 


these seeds. 
(k) Rupees 12,423. : . ; 
(2) (@) and (m) A statement is laid on the Library table. 
~ (0) (ii) Rupees 8,856-6-8.”’ , 


ee 
By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: % 
34. Oa 


x edo ea 


ee: 


_ (a) Is it a fact that the promotion list of the members of the Provincial 
as sei pad has not been gazetted although there are about 30 a eae nny 
the ca yet: Pee em meee Sa nticr Lr 
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Questions and Answers. 


_ (b) Will the Government be pleased to state when the last promotions 
were made, and how long the existing vacancies have remained unfilled ? 


(c) Are the Government aware that, consequent on the delay in publish 
ing the list, many officers have retired without having knowledge as to 
whether they were promoted although their promotion was due long before 
the date of their retirement ? : 











(d) What is the reason for not publishing the promotion list quarterly 
as used to be done before ! “ 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

‘* (a) No. There are now only two vacancies to be filled. 


(b) The last promotions were made in November last and included all 
woitpes due up to the 31st October last. . The existing vacancies date from 
that month. 


(c) Only one officer has retired since the 31st October last, causing one 
of the vacancies; no question of promotion arises in his case. 


_ (d) The publication of promotions that have fallen due since ithe 31st 


October last was deferred owing to the uncertainty of the date of introduc- , 


tion of the expected time-scale of pay. That date has now been fixéd as the 
1st December, 1919, and the promotions that fell due during November last 
will shortly be made.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


35. ‘ 
(a) Is there any truth in the statement that the prospects of Subordinate 
Judges are going to be impaired according to the’ scheme recommended by 
the Public Services Commission ! 


(b) Is it a fact that, according to the scheme, they will get Rs. 800 in 
5 years. while under the existing system they usually get their promotion to 
the Rs. 800 grade in about 3 years ! 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what is being done for 
improving the prospects of Subordinate Judges? 2 


(d) When is the reorganisation scheme for improving their prospects 


going to be given effect to? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— : 

‘A final decision regarding the future emoluments of the Provincial 
Judicial Service has not yet been reached and no estimate of actual results 
is at present feasible. A final decision is expected shortly and will be given 
effect to as promptly as possible.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
36. teian 


- (a) Is it a fact that Khan Sahib Munshi Ismat Ali, Overseer of the 
Alipur Central Jail Press, first entered service in 1879 and retired on 
pension in 1908 as Deputy Superintendent of the same Press? 

'(b) Is it a fact that he was reappointed as Overseer of the same Press 
in 1908, on a salary of Rs. 200, in addition to the pension he was enjoying? 
Tf so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for his reappoint- 
ment? — | at aM 


Prospects of 
the Subordinate 
Judicial Service, 


bro ee \ 
of Khan Sahib 
Munshi Ismat 
Ali as Overseer 
of the Alipur 
Central Jail 
Press. 


i 
- 
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* ‘(c) Is it a fact that the Inspector-General of Prisons ordered the Khan 
Sahib to be relieved of his duties, with effect from the Ist September, 1919? 
(¢) Was this order given effect to If not, why not? = | 
(¢) Is it a fact that he was given an extension of service till December, 
1919? Ifso, why? 
(f) Is it a fact that he has been given a further extension till the 31st 
December 1921? If so, why? *: 
(g) Is it a fact that the age of Khan Sahib Ismat Ali is now 63 years ¢ 
(h) Will the Government be pleased to state what special qualifications 
in press work the Khan Sahib possesses, if any, for which he has been 
reappointed after pension and given repeated extensions? i 
(7) Will the Government be pee to state whether any efforts were 
made to secure a suitable man in the place of the Khan Sahib, in the Alipur 
Central Jail Press or outside it, before reappointing him or giving extensions 
of service to him ? 


‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


, ‘* (a) Khan Sahib Munshi Ismat Ali entered Government service in 
1877. He retired on pension in December, 1908, from the position of substan- 
tive pro tempore deputy superintendent of the jail press. 

(b) Yes. Noofficer of the jail was competent to fill the vacancy 
caused by his retirement. The recently appointed deputy-superintendent, 
Mr. Gray, was new to India and unacquainted with the customs and langu- — 
ages of Indian prisoners. At the time the press had only recently been trans- 
ferred to the Jail Department, and the Press and Forms Department was 
about to be reorganised, : 

(c) Yes. : 

(2) and (e) As Mr. Gray fell ill at this time, the services of the Khan 
Sahib were retained for a further period of four months to the 31st December, . 
1919, by the Inspector-General of Prisons. 

(7) Owing to the sudden death of Mr. Gray, the press and forms 
manager, the Khan Sahib’s service has been extended by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons up to the 31st December, 1921, subject to continued fitness. 

(g) Yes. . ? rth 

(4). Owing to his long experience in the jail press, the Khan Sahib has 
special qualifications for this work. 

(2) No suitable man was available in th jail press. No effort was made 
to get an outside man. Bh 

The local Government have instructed the ° Inspector-General that 
arrangements must be made forthwith to terminate these repeated extensions 
by the selection of a suitable candidate.’’ ee 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
oe ; hs 
Proposed ‘Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement giving 
sy sev particulars about the prey legislative measure for rural improvement, 
rural foreshadowed by His Excellency the Governor in his recent speech at Suri? 


: ae ae. 
BIBS SOCks Tee Saat ee 


improvement. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:—_ 


‘A copy of the Statement of Objects and Reakoes:at i posed ns * ae 
is Inid on the table.” eee eee en ste VE 
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Questions dnd Answers. 


Statement of Objects and Reasons to the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary 
Improvement Bill referred to in the answer to question No, 37 (unstarred) 
of the meeting of 5th March, 1920. ; ; 


| the Bengal Presidency, especially the Burdwan and Presidency divi- 
sions, there is a considerable demand for the execution of drainage projects 
for sanitary as well as agricultural purposes, both large and small. e legal 
mechanism for such Le a is contained in various Acts, viz:—thée Bengal 
Tenaney Act, 1885 (. of 1885), the Land Improvement Loans Act, 1883 
(XTX of 1883), the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882 (Ben Act II of 1882), 
the Bengal Drainage Act, 1880 (Ben. Act VI of 1880), and the Bengal Sani- 
tary Drainage Act, 1895 (Ben. Act VIII of 1895). Thése Acts are, however, 
neither sufficiently suitable or effective in every case, nor simple enough in the 
case of small schemes. The relevant sections of the Bengal Tenancy. Act, 
even though coupled with the Land Improvement Loans Act, are practi- 
cally inoperative; the application of the Bengal Embani:ment Act is neces- 
sarily limited. The procedure prescribed in the Bengal Drainage and the 
Bengal Sanitary Drainage Acts is more applicable alates schemes, whilst’ 
the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act, as its name implies, cannot be utilised 
for purely agricultural projects. Moreover, even for large schemes, the, 
ae of these two Acts is unnecessarily rigid, cumbrous and dilatory. 

he Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act is the less elaborate of the two, but there 
are many matters in the Bengal Drainage Act which should be inserted in ; 
statutory rules rather than in the law. Neither Act contains provision for 
the execution of works initiated by private individuals or bodies of agricul- 
-turists registered under the Co-operative Societies Act, 1912 (IL of 1912). 
Finally, the provisions of both Acts for the apportionment and recovery of | 
costs. are unnecessarily rigid. It is, therefore, desired to consolidate and 
amend the Bengal Drainage Act and the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act with 
a view to the promotion of agricultural and sanitary works of improvement — 
generally. ; 


From the above it will appear that the main fault of the present law on 

the subject is its lack of elasticity. The present Bill has, therefore, been 
» drafted so as to contain only the essentials of the procedure: details have 
been relegated to statutory rules which can be altered in accordance with 
changes in conditions or experience. The Bill is designed to cover both 
Jarge and small schemes which are initiated or can be executed by any person 
or ody of persons, such as a Co-operative Society, or local authority. , 


For small schemes a simple procedure has been evolved, whilst a more 
elaborate procedure has been prescribed for large schemes, involving a refer- 
ence to 4 committee appointed ad hoc, the Sanitary Board and Government. 
The Bill provides for the payment by the applicant or for an advance from 
public funds of the cost of the proposed improvement; and for the recovery 
of costs, or of a portion thereof, from the landlords and tenants of the area 
benefited by the improvement. In the latter case the rigid and sometimes 
inequitable provisions of the al Drainage and Bengal Raniany Drainage 
Acts have been avoided. On the analogy of section 114 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act it is proposed that each apportionment order should follow the 
merits of each ‘newness barge and that the costs should be recovered from 

_ the individual landlords and tenants of the area benefited. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
areity of coke and the abnormal rise in its price in Calcutta and other ooke. 


— 
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Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Marr:— 


«In May, 1918, the Corporation of Calcutta established dep6ts in the 
four municipal markets in Calcutta for the sale of coke and coal for domestic 
consumption at fixed prices. These depots are still being maintained under 
the control of the Corporation. The selling prices at these dep6ts, fixed in 
consultation with the Coal Controller, are annas 9-6 per maund, and annas 10 
per maund for quantities below 20 seers. The demand upon these depdts has 
largely inicreased of late owing to the prices which are being charged in outside 
shops. Arrangements have, however, been made to meet al demands on 
these depots for domestic consumption. The Coal Transportation Officer has 
already acted upon the recommendations of the Calcutta Corporation as 
regards priority treatment for coal supplies to depéts under their control. A 
scheme for giving priority treatment to depdt holders at places like Howrah, 
Sealdah, Ultadanga, etc., is in course of being brought into operation. The 
demand for wagons, however, prevents similar treatment bemg granted at 
present to depot holders in the mufassal. But all supplies, preferential or 
otherwise, depend upon the number of wagons available from day to day, 
The Railway Board have under consideration the question of giving the Coal 
Transportation Officer larger powers to ensure that wagons shall be avail- 
able in the coal-fields to. comply as far as possible with demands for coal. The 
above measures have, it is believed, ‘to some extent checked profiteering and » 
further increase in the prices charged elsewhere.”’ y 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


39. 
seine HN What effect will the amnesty to détenus and State prisoners have upon 


_ the Special the strength and expenses of the Special Intelligence Department of the | 
{utelligenee Criminal} Intelligence Department and upon special appointments such as 
the Criminal, those of Additional Secretary and Under-Secretary in the Political-Depart- 


© Intelligence ment, and theirestablishment ? 
Department. : " 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


. “ The cessation of violent crime of a political character which resulted 
from the use of Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Defence of India Act 
against active members of the revolutionary movement enabled the Governor 
in Council towards the end of 1919 to decide upon a reduction in the strength 
of the Intelligence Branch of the Criminal Investigation Department of the 

officers and men noted below :— : 


*Special Superintendent 

{Deputy Superintendents , 
Inspectors anes 
Sub-Inspectors 

. Head Constables 

Constables 
Clerks 

‘Press employees 


eee 


S 
waatwooe 


, a Vacant since 21st October 1919. a 
- ¥ ~- . TOne post vacant since 1st November 1919, Prado , 

, P =; } ¥ ’ Pry Oh ee ae SP /G 
This relféction came into force on the 1st January last. 


Following upon previous deyelopments and the recent release of 


number of détenus and State prisoners in accordance with the aor ake. 
J Loh v % 


clemency announced in the Royal Proclamation, it is no proposed ato he 
the term of the appointment of the Additional scnslary which expires on 


+ ee 
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“the 2nd April, 1920. Since January last the Additional Under-Secretary 
has been employed on other work under the Chief Secretary. The establish- 
ment of the Additional Secretary has been reduced by the abolition of the 

following posts:— j 


Typints ; 
Record supplier ~ <i Pes 
Peons ay ee 


x 


‘By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
40. f « 2 a 
With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. 42 at the Tb oe. 
last meeting of the Council, will the Government be pleased to state:— si 


* (a) whether the estimate of outturn of rice as given therein is not 

' based on the usual statistical returns and forecasts which. were 

alleged by Government to be unsatisfactory and unreliable 

in connection with certain questions of mine in this Council 

last year; and what special steps, if any, have been taken by 
Government to ascertain their accuracy this year; 


» (6) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a recent 
press telegram from Rangoon in which it has been pointed out 
that the outturn of rice in Burma this year is estimated to fall 
far below that of last year; 


(c) the names of districts where speculation is stated to exist, together 
with the purport of the reports received up to date from the 
District Officers concerned, regarding such speculation; _ 


_(d) where and to what extent from each locality, ‘‘ stocks have been! 
_ acquired in any quantities by large traders *’ and in what places 
are such stocks held at present; 


(e) whether they are in a position to give a list of these large traders, 

s together with the approximate extent of their present stocks of 
rice; 5 

(/) what steps, if any, were taken by the local or other officers to 

_ discourage these large traders or their purchasing agents from 

making these large purchases, or to point out the erroneous 

-.., character of their impression that they would be enabled freely 

: to export to other provinces and ‘abroad under which the said 

_purchases are stated by Government to have been made; 


_~ (g) whether forward sale of standing crops was reported from any 
' district and to what extent mahajani loans were granted on the 
security of rice crops this year in each district as compared with 
‘the past few years; and. 1 
eas (h) whether they are considering the desirability of publishing 
- ...- pegularly the reports. of the different district economic. intelli- 
mien gence ihlosts on the food situation of the respective districts. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— pet gs %. 

_» “ (a) The estimate under reference is based on the usual forecasts, which 
» gueunies Occasion were “Ein gea more than usual care. For the. 
_ purposes of the Hon’ ble Member's question on the 3rd February, 1920, Govern- 
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Questions and Answers. 


‘(b) Government are aware that according to the final forecast the out- 


turn of rice in Burma is estimated to be 11 per cent. less than the last year. 
For the whole of India the estimate of this year is, however, 45 per cent. in 
excess of the last year. ae reg cits 


0 (d), (e) and (9) Government have already announced the. al, 
tren 


of their information; they do not propose to publish details. Accord-_ 


ing to-the information possessed by Government the acquisition of stocks by’ 


large traders is not abnormal. . 


(f) Local officers have instructions to give publicity to the prohibitions 
on the export of rice both to other provinces and abroad. In 


Beans. 
. tion copies of communiqués issued by the Government of India and the Local 


Governinent on the 24th December, 1919, and 11th February, 1920, respec- 
tively are laid on the table. ; ; 


(h) No.” 


Communiqué referred to in the answer to clause (f) of question No. 40. 
(unstarred) asked on the 5th Mareh. 1920. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE’ AND AGRICULTURE, 
PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 

Dated the 24th December 1919,” 


As announged in a Press communiqué of the 31st October last the Gov- 
ernment of India have had under consideration the question. of retaining con- 
trol over exports of rice in 1920. The prospects of the rice crop through- 
out India are generally good but prices are still high. Further, though the 
price of rice in India rules high, world prices owing to the failure of the crop 
m other rice-producing countries are very much igher: In thesé circum- 
stances, if exports from India were not restricted, the demand of mile 
countries for rice would probably draw out stocks which are required for 
replenishing reserves and would foreé up prices to such a level as to cause 


_hardship to the Indian consumer. The Government of India have, therefore, 


decided that it is necessary to continue control over exports of rice from 
India during the ensuing year. As regards exports from India Proper; the 
existing form of control will be continued. The quantities allowed for export - 


_ will be restricted to the minimum requirements of foreign countries which 
Rin a 


are dependent on India for supplies. These will be rationed 
quarterly allotments which will be communicated to the Collectors of Customs 
at the Ports of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and Karachi and will be distri- 


buted by them amongst established shippers on the basis of previous ship- * 
dio tailed the 


ments to the country concerned, Conditions in Burma have en 


enforcement of a’ more monyy 4 scheme of control over exports from that 
province. In order to keep down internal prices, exports a asin countries — 


- will be restricted to the —— estimated to be available for export after 


which wil ard an ample veturn tS Ub cutratr. The rt of ay 


providing for the needs of India. All sales and purchases for export from — 


ill be made through the Rice issioner. who will not 
rice izhout 1920 at my oe rate.than the eq a Pies “rupees birt moe hun- © 


dred and eighty per hundved baskets of paddy... It idered that this figure, 
peg ar ae paddy. It is considorod that this 


consultation with the local Government and the _ 
trade, is the highest limit to which prices in Burma can be allowed to rise 
t detriment to the consumer, but that it is at the same iar ta cto 
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Questions and Answers, 
maximum price would, in the absence of special measures, be to’ concentraté 


4 ; aa ; rar * 
large profits in the hands of expo merchants, and it is clearly desirable 
that thine profits should be shared by sh community at large. The Rice Com- 


~ missioner will, therefore, séll rice to foreign countries either by tender or at fi 


such prices as he considers fair with reference eo nm rates, and the 
difference between the purchase and sale price will be realised for Govern- 
ment. © Jt is impossible to estimate the probable extent of the profits, but it 
is recognized they will be made partly at the expense of producers in Burma 
_ who would, if control were removed, derive large profits from the present con- 
dition of world markets and world prices. For this reason the Government 
of India have decided that the net profits of the scheme should be made over 
to the Burma Government, subject to a limit of one crore, on condition 
that the money will be expended for the benefit of the cultivator. The scheme 
of control which has been designed. to attain the desired objects and which 
will come into effect from the first January, 1920, is as follows:—(1) No 
exports will be permitted except under license from the Rice Commissioner. 
(2) All importing countries will be rationed and given fixed quarterly allot- 
ments. (3) The Rice Commissioner will Bateman invite tenders from 
foreign purchasers for the amounts allotted, fixing a minimum price which 
may be varied on each occasion at his discretion, but in the case both of pur- 
’ chases and sa!es he will have a margin of discretion whether in making allot- 
ments to millers and shippers or in accepting offers from foreign exporters. 
(4) The maximum price to be paid by the Rice Commissioner throughout the 
year will not exceed the equivalent for big mills specials of rupees one hundred 
and eighty per hundred baskets of paddy. The prices of-other qualities of rice 
will be settled on a fixed ratioin proportion to the price of big mills specials and 
no tenders at any higher prices will be accepted. (5) ‘The quantity of rice 
which will be allotted for export to India will be fixed monthly and will be 
eas ap by the Rice Commissioner at cost price, and in order to prevent 
undue profits being made by Indian importers the present system of con-. 
“trol at Indian ports will for the present be continued (6) The headquarters 
of the Rice Commissioner will be at ya Wes but arrangements have been 
made for purchasers and sales also at Moulmein, Akyab and Bassein through 
his representatives. 


Communiqué referred to in the answer to clause (fof question No. 40 
Kees : (unstarred) asked on the 5th March, 1920, 


. GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
"+ + * REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 
(AGRICULTURE.) 


atte ' PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 
2 ie hon Calcutta the 11th February 1920. 5 


2 It is intimated for public information that the following control over the 
movements of rice from Bengal is in force:— Va Raneaet 

(1) All exports of rice from Bengal by rail to other provinces are 

_ © restricted to controlled amounts in the interests of the consumer 


“rhe 
\ 


Tet: Bengal. ; 
~~ (2) All exports of rice from Bengal to other countries outside India 
"are prohibited except by permission to such countries as are 
Page sh. Ne Ehsola ly dependent upon India for their requirements, and 
_. then only in minimum quantities and provided that the require: 
~ments of those countries cannot be met from Burma. ~ 
nda) a 2 ‘ r : 7 ' . 
Y : \ 
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iy % Pay Secretary to the Government of Bengal.’ 
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© Tho motion was em and eer to. za i .- 
THE ‘AMENDED DRAFT. FINANCIAL “STATEMENT. | 


Kaa ; \. 


its List OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 


Phe Hon’b r..Marr presented the amended d¥aft Financial Statement 
. the Bongal for 193 ae ‘ Serie & 


‘He said : ne 


“Sir, I lave thes Bonout to a £6 the Council the’ Amended 
Draft Financial Statement for the year 1920-21. My remarks may be brief, 
as Hon’ble Members hiave already received copies of ‘the apers and bhe general 
financial situation of the beep on in the current and coming year has een 
explained at some length in th 


Wes ’ 


ib 


i 


We started the’ current year with a balance Tals was Rs, 1,48,000 


- better than we expected. . The outstanding feature of the year, however, is 
"that the receipts have far exceeded our expectations. We expect to get from 
“Stamps Rs. 22} lakhs, Income-tax Rs. 66} lakhs, Registration Rs. 8 lakhs, 
Jails Rs. 74 and from Scientific and Miscellaneous,.on aceount of sale of 

uinine to the ‘military authorities, about Rs, 7} lakhs, over the budget 
‘figures. On the expenditure side also, the sanctioned estimates, so far as 


~ can be cect ang eae at.present, are likely. to be exceeded by over Rs. 14 lakhs for” 


ly explained in'the memorandum. . # 


“As for coming year, our revenue estimates have been framed in the 
- hope that he Nadustrial — commercial activity of the current year will 


ae 


Sean ‘the pasa of thd war the most rigid economy had to be exercised. 
aysaprious consequence, however, has been that all branches of the adminis- 
Farms have pat ones as the result of the financial strin siningetby. which’ pre- 

ted the con of the progressive policy ini tiated in 1914-15, and 
ere is therefore, much much leway make up. | The result of this economy for 
ast four years has been.a large increase in our balances, the bulk of which, 
tates seproeate Loa ig Sal Sclanses of earmarked Tmperial grants. -This 
oe ;us at any rate in.the possession,of someready money for expenditure 
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result that Bihe: ‘ex ture estima rasp the revenue 
wy Rs. € o0.000. am | 
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Bea, A sum of Rs. 22,63,000 has been allowed” to give effect to the resin 
oom in the next Phe s budget to meet the urgent demands of all the depart- . 


Bie 


ny fonias What the nil fu po 







ses! poner if, ad DKA Pinal Staton 
Mr, Cumming. 


by the non-official members of the Finance Committee. 
now be done uritil the Committee on Financia} "Relations 


conclusions, NS Fans 
Hon’ble Members will of course rashid that the ates il 
furnished are only provisional and that they will not be aa Bette 
is finally presented. ‘ Sine 
LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM Nov? 


» The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming introduced the following heads :— 


et 


Revenue— : 7 
I.—Land Revenue. BPN se 
Expenditure— 
8. Land Revenue. 


Revenue— c 
IX.—Forests. : zs 


Expenditure — 
ll. Forests. 
18. General Administration. 


Revenue— : er a 
XVIII.—Ports and Pilotage. since aS patente ae 
& Expenditure— . tes 
21. Ports and Pilotage. Zine Sop aes 
Revenue— : res acer 
_ XXIA. heer. Cait Js 
Expenditure— ; v 5 os ae 5 i 
264. Agriculture. : Hs * Bee ot ‘A pte 


Revenue— wireirae 4 25% 

XXIB.—Scientific and Mieco Departments. igiletatanee tts 
Expenditure— - : = spon ce 
26B. Beloit and Mien Departments. 


Bg se Desks hy 


sq ee 3 my i 
He said: ee eae A 


* “Sir, I have the honour to introduce ess ead, 3 Mie 
Biveiue’ and. its connected’ subjects. As the Financial Stat; under ree 


oe in much detail, i shall not Ps. on much of 







ie es er 

Nu dy 

; se ae 
Ae eS “ 


RRM SASS ASPET, PF RGAE ae fe SHEP 
(herwes oe 


Oy ae 


een et oe : eA Saar oe ao ames ‘ Fite sn ty: : - 


on 
a 


Page IVA} THE -CALOUDEA GAZHNTE, MARCH. 17,1090, 489” 

















Phe Amended-Draft Financial Statement. 
; Mr. Cumming. : 


% agalonn of September last. For next year, the estimate of such receipts hae 
- also. been. formed on the:assumption that agricultural conditions will continue 
- tobe good. On the expenditure side, the budget estimate is abdut 12} lakhs 
_ -sinvexcess of the revised estimate for the current year. 
S real This is due to— : ar . yo 
(1) a provision of Rs, 2$ lakhs in pursuance of the policy of appointing 
“ circle officers ; ‘ 


(2) the payment of a debt to the Government of India of nearly — 
Rs. 3 lakhs for expenditure incurred by them in the land revenue 
settlements conducted during the settlement operations in the 
district of Bakargan) ; , > 


(3) the provision of over Rs. 10 lakhs to give effect to the recommenda- 
"ga tions of the Public Services Commission for the improvement of 
the pay and prospects-of the Indian and Provincial Civil 

Services ; and 


(4) the provision of Rs. 2+ lakhs for the development of Kalimpong as 
- a hill station. 


In the case of the Forest Department, we may congratulate ourselves on 
an expected increase of revenue during the current year of over Rs. 24 lakhs 
more than was anticipated, whilst the estimate for expenditure will probably 

“be only exceeded by a little over a lakh-and a half, ‘his is due to the fact 
that departmental operations are being conducted on a more extensive scale 
_ than has hitherto been the case and’to an increased demand for raw mate- 
rials. Next year, we anticipate still larger revenues, in all Rs. 20 lakhs, for 
the same reasons. The estimate for expenditure for next year is, however, 
over Re. 4 lakhs in excess of the revised estimate for the present year. This - 
is due to the necessity for making provision for communications, buildings, 
improvements, etc., expenditure on which had been rigorously curtailed 
during the war. Much of this will repay itself. Half a lakh has also been 
provided for the reorganization of the Subordinate Forest Service. The nett 
surplus has been expanded to the extent of three and a half fakhs in three 
years. 

Under the head ‘Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments,’ the large 
increase in the revised estimate of nearly Rs. 6 lakhs is chiefly due to the 
large quantity of quinine supplied for the frontier campaign. In the estimate 
for 1920-21, normal provision has been made for the Cinchona Plantations. 


~~ &K sum of Rs. 10,000 has been provided in the budget for Fisheries as 
_ the first instalment of the money required for the establishment of a carp- 
culiural station near Calcutta with a view to the proper investigation of the 


various problems connected with the breeding, development and growth of 
carp. : 

The general agricultural budget includes the Co-operative Department, 

‘the Veterinary Department, as wakes the Agricultural Department proper. 

- These departments are not large revenue-paying departments, but the revenue 

head is remarkable for an increase of sales of silk cocoons from the sericul- 

tural nurseries since the year 1917-18 by over half a lakh of rupees ; and a 

further advance of half a lakhs anticipated next. year..On the expenditure 

side, provision has_ been made for the proper expansion of the agricultural 

---~ department by the provision of Rs. 2h lakhs more than the original budget 
-.. for the current year. Proyision has been made for the establishment of four » 

~~ mote farms in aécordance with the policy adopted by Government i skeet 
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E ag in every district, for the appointment another 
srt and for giving effect to the revisi 1 of the pay of Imperial 
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The Amended Draft Financial Statement, 
The Maharayadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. — 


school which was started on the 15th January last and for the Chinaura 

school whieh it is hoped will be comnplennaeae June. There is at present no 

provincial provision for the Agricultu Institute at Dacca; for the initial - 
expenditure. of Rs. 75,000 for the acquisition of land was met from san, 
Imperial grant. We shall try to obtain another grant, but, failing that, we 

shall rely on savings in order to commence its construction next year. The 

increased expenditure of about a lakh of rapees for Co-operative Societiés is. 
due tothe development of that Department and to the necessity of the 
creation of an adequate staff to keep pace with that development in accordance 

with the statutory obligations of the tate. ts 


Revenue— ey 
XVIII.—Ports and Pilotage. 

Expenditure— titer 
21.—Ports and Pilotage. } 


I also beg to introduce the subject ‘ Ports: and Pilotage’ under the 
Marine Department. Owing to shipping difficulties during the war ‘ pilot 
receipts’ fell, Tt is now hoped that the tonnage of the Port of Caleutta will 

~ gradually increase and that a rapid recovery in the receipts will be-effected, 


As regards the Port of Chittagong the position has been altered since 
last year. It has been settled in consultation with the Government of India 
that the Imperial Government will take over the administration of the Po 
of Chittagong as the terminal of the Assam-Bengal Railway ; but-it has been 
recently intimated that it will not be possible to undertake at present the 
necessary legislation in the lmperial Council. In the meantime, therefore, the 
existing arrangement will continue.” , 


LIST OF BUSINESS_iTEM No. 8. 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan introduped 
the following heads :— * : ; 
Expenditure— 
19A. Courts of Law. greek 
24B. Sanitation. 


Revenue— , 
XXXI.—Oivil works in charge of Civil officers, 


Expenditure— 
45. Civil works in. charge of Civil officers, : POT 
He said :— : De SASHA 
“ Expenditure— “4 ; re al atae 
m, 19A.—Courts of Law. Jot 


Sir, I rise to introduce the figures relating to Courts of Law. ‘The t 
t estimate for 1919-20 wag Rs. 1,04,35,000, but the revised estimate _ 
was raised to Rs. 1,06,33,000. This increase is due mainly to. e additic 
temporary courts Which it has been found nec ary to ‘open, to cope with ky 


the steady increase in judicial work, and partly to the. eel of war 
allowances to menials and: to larger oxpenditine gone ee eae ae 
Services and “Contingonn? STRAT PRP CES aa Aanelleg id 
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The Amended: Draft Financial: Statement. 
The Mahara yjadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


Phe total expenditure for 1920-21. has been estimated ‘at Rs. 1,14,87,000 


which, besides providing for a further increase in the volume. of judicial. 
work, includes provision of Rs. 2,50,000 for the improvement of the pay ‘of 
the officers of the Provincial Judicial Service, against a lump provision of. 
Rs. 1,25,000 for the same purpose in the current ‘year’s badget, and a 
provision of Rs. 52,788 for an additional Judge of the High Court and his: 
establishment for the whole year, as well as Rs. 10,668 for the re-organization. 


_of the record-room of the Appellate Side of that Court. 


- Provision has also been made in, the budget for 1920-21 for the addi- 
tional Judge of the Small Cause Court and his establishment throughout the 
year. Proposal for the permanent retention of this additional Judge has been 


‘recommended to the Government of India, because the existing staff of 


Judges is unable to cope with the volume of work which comes before the 
Court and also because it is proposed to relieve the Registrar of his judicial 
functions. Provision has also been made for the Additional Legal Remem- 
brancer and his establishment, the term of whose appointment, has been 
provisionally extended. ‘There has been, however, a considerable reduction 
under the head “Charges under the Defence of India Act” from Rs. 50,000 
in 1919-20 to Rs. 5,000 in 1920-21. 


* Tt has not been found possible to make provision in the) Provincial Civil 


* Works Budget for any new judicial major works for the year 1920-21, though 


a sum of Rs. 50,000 has been provided in the budget for judicial minor 
works as was done in this year’s budget. rt ye 


2418.—Sanitation. . ; 
Sir, I néw have the honour to introduce for the consideration of 


‘ Council the figures relating to Sanitation. The expenditure for the current 


year was originally estimated at Rs. 18,66,000 and has now been, reduced to 
Rs. 15,00,000 owing largely to the transfer, to the Irrigation’ Department, : of 
funds for expenditure on anti-malarial works. The Department acts as the 
agent of the Sanitary Department in regard to. these schemes and there is 
no diversion of funds from sanitation. The chief items of expenditure sanc- 
tioned during the currenf year from the grants for sanitary improvement 
are shown in page 41. 


As regards the expenditure for the coming year the statement given in 
Appendix C on page 104 of the amended draft Financial Statementshows that 
we are budgetting for the large sum of Rs. 19,30,000 to be spent on anti- 
inalarial works, to schemes of sanitary engineering and certain recurring 
charges and that we propose to’supplement the 94 lakhs grant by drawing 
on the accumulated balances of Imperial grants to the extent of nearly 
10 lakhs in order to provide for developments of public health work. 

Under the head of ‘ Recurring Sanitary Charges’ I may draw attention 
tothe large provision for quinine grants, During the current year the sum 
of Rs. 50,000 was alloted for this purpose and the amount is to be doubled 
inthe coming year. Another item of particular interest is that of Rs. 45,000 
for contributions by Government towards the pay of district health officers. 
It is hoped that this allotment will enable Government to provide half the 
pay of the Health Officers who are to be appointed by District Boards next 
year. The entry of Rs. 10,000 for a Subordinate Sanitary Service calls for 
a brief explanation, Hitherto subordinate medical officers, such as Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons, who are required for the Sanitary Department, have been 


“lent by the Medical Department under the Surgeon-General ; but there has 


been increasing difficulty in obtai their services, and consequently it 
has been thought advisable to provide for their separate recruitment. and on 
_ that account a separate allotment has been made. ; 


_.. A lakh has been provided for continuing the campaign against, hook worm 


disease which ‘was initiated last. year under His Excellency’s auspices. 
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The Amended Draft Kinanoial: Statement. 
Mr. Cowley. ; 


Provision has been made for the establishment at Dacca of a laboratory for 
the analysis of food and water which it is hoped will relieve the pressure. on 
the Sanitary Commissioner's laboratory i in Calcutta. . Rupees 30,000 have been | 
allotted for child-welfare work which is .now the subject of enquiry by a 
special ag noag e appointed by Government. Their report has not yet been 
received, but it is considered advisable to provide money to enable a forward 
movement to be made, ¢.g., by having dats trained by medical men in the 
mufassal. A Jarge sum, viz, Rs. 50,000, has also been set aside for a publicity — 
bureau, the object of which. is to develop. and extend nye health. 


propaganda. ‘ 
"i 
Revenue— 
m XXX.—Civil Works in. charge of Civil Officers, 
Expenditure— 


45.—Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers. 


I shall now introduce the figures relating to Civil Works in ane of 
Civil Officers. 


The budget estimate of receipts for the current year was Rs. 1,69 ,000, 
but in the revised estimaté this has been reduced to Rs. 1,45 ,000. "The 
decrease has been made mainly witli reference to the actuals of the first nine 
months of the current year under the head “Tolls”. The budget estimate 
for 1920-21 is Rs. 4,45,000. 


As regards expenditure, the decrease of Rs. 3,95.000 in the revised 
estimate is mainly attributable to the transfer to the head “21.—Ports and 
Pilotage” of a sum of Rs. 3,25,000 for payment of a grant to the Port 
Commissioners for the improvement of the Port of Chittagong. 


The estimate for 1920-21 is Rs. -12,50,000 of which details -for 
Rs. 11,17,000 are given | on page 53 of the F inaneial Statement.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 9. 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. Cowley introduced the following heads :— 
Revenue— 
XXIX.—Irrigation—Major Works, teh, 
Expenditure— 
42, Srrigation—Major Works—W orking mee 
Si a oa ; 
XXX Minor Works and Navigation. 


Expenditure— iN 
43, Minor Works and Nicvignatieas wes a idee aaa 


Revenue— eg hg 
XXXI.—Civil Works in charge of the Publie Works 

Pebertment. . ons 
Expenditure— %e eit Hs es sa o oe te 


a Civil Works. in’ hag of the: Public Wor 
ment a 
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Mr. Cowley. 
He said :— ; $ TER ‘ 
_ Sir, T have the honour to introduce for the consideration of Council the 
Public Works heads of the budget entitleda— 
» Irrigation—Major Works— 
XXIX—Receipts. 4 


42—Expenditure ; also 


Minor Works and Navigation— 
XXX—Receipts. ; - 
48-—Expenditure. . 


The major works included within this Presidency comprise the Midnapore 
and Hijli Tidal Canals. The chief sources of revenue are the water rate 
collections on account of the areas irrigated from the Midnapore Trrigation 
Canal ‘system and tolis received from navigation on the Midnapore and Hijli 
Tidal Canals. The revénue derived from Irrigation remains more or’ less. a 
constant figure, whereas the receipts from navigation vary. The small total 
increase in the revised estimates for the current year is due.to the increased 
receipts under navigation, owing to the shortage of railway wagons and the 
diversion of railway goods traffic to boat traffic on the Hijli Tid&l Canal. The 
budget estimate for 1920-21 follows the revised estimate for the current year, 


on the assumption that this boat traffic will continue during that year. 


In regard to expenditure under the major head 42, I have nothing to add. 
to the statement made on page 51 of the amended draft Financial Statement. 


In regard to minor works and navigation, the chief sources of revenue 
are the tolls received from navigation on the Caleutta Canals, the Sunderbans 
steamer route and the Madaripur Bil Canal which together form the 
navigable route for boats and inland steamers between Calcutta and Eastern 
Bengal. During the past 3 years the net revenue received from the 
Madaripur Bil Canal has been in excess of 6 per cent. on the Capital expendi- 
ture. During 1918-19, 5,880 steamers and flats made use of this route 

_ for the transportation of 424 lakhs of maunds of cargo. Owing to this large 
increase in traffic, work on the widening of the Canal has been commenced and 

_ will be continued during the coming year. A provision of Rs, 4,70,000 has 
been made in the current year’s revised budget for expenditure on this work ; 

' and for next year a sum of Rs. 7,00,000 has been provided. — The total cost of 
widening is estimated at Rs. 17,00,000; and the work will be pushed on as 

rapidly as possible. 

_ An estimate amounting tb Rs. 10,25,354 inclusive of the usual percentage 
charges for establishment and tools and plant has been sanctioned for the 
reconstruction of the Kidderpore bridge. During the current year a sum of 
of Rs. 70,000 has been provided in the revised budget for expenditure during . 
the year, and, for expenditure during 1920-21, a sum of Rs. 6,50,000 has been 
included in the budget estimate. 

A project forthe partial canalisation of the Tolly’s Nullah has been 
initiated ‘and a sluice is now under construction at Samukpotha, at the 
junction of the Tolly’s Nullah with the Bidyadbari river, A sum of 
Rs. 1,00,000 has been provided in the revised estimates forthe current year 
for expenditure on this work and the Work is now nearing. completion. "The™ 
amount provided for expenditure in the budget estimates for 1920-21 is 

~ Rs. 5,000. “When introducing for the consideration of Council the Public 

_. Works heads of the budget for the’ year 1919-20, I pointed out that’ the 

_ . efforts of Government in the Irrigation Department were largely expended « 

_ in the conservation and improvement of waterways, and that Ppnigior a 

bound up with this question was the question of drainage. I further state 

, 
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that data were being collected to enable Government to deal effectually with 
the whole problem of river improvement ; and as an example of a project of 
this character, I alluded to the work of the improvement of the Bidyadhari 
river. During the current year, work in connection with the improvement 
of the Bidyadhari river has been continued, and the revised estimates for. 
the current year provide for an expenditure of Rs. 2,10,000 on this work. | 
A further sum of Rs. 80,000 has been provided for expenditure during 


. 1920-21. ; 


Measures already begun for mitigating the effects of the Damodar floods by 
the improvement of the exit channels of the flood water into the Rupnarain 
river have been continued during the year and the probable expenditure 
during, the current year will be Rs. 2,38,000. A further provision of 
Rs. 1,76,000 has been made in the budget estimate for 1920-21. 


Investigations which were taken up in connection with the construction 
of reservoirs in the catchment of the Damodar river have been concluded 
during the current year, and we:now have available theynécessary data for 
the preparation of a project for the control of the floods of the river for 
the consideration of Government. During the current year a sum of | 
Rs. 8,000 is likely to be expended on these investigations ; and a. provision 
of Rs. 2,000 has been made in the next year’s budget estimate to permit of 
further investigations if found necessary. 


UY / 

During the year, work in connection with the Amirabad and Pichabani 
drainage projects in the Contai subdivision of the district of Midnapore has 
been started, and it is expected that a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 will be expended 
during the current year on these two projects ; work will be continued during 
the year 1920-21, and it is hoped that it may be possible to complete these 
two projects during the year. For these works a sum of Rs. 1,90,000 haf 
been provided for expenditure during the year 1920-21. 


A provision of Rs. 1,00,000 has also been made for the improvement of 


the drainage conditions of the Bullee Bil in the 24-Parganas. 
In regard to measures of anti-malarial drainage, the following works 


have been either completed or are nearing completion :— 


(1) Banka scheme. , 


2) Improvement of the Saraswati river. : 
3) Baragachi project. f 
(4) Monikhali project. , Y 


~ ie 
. 


The expenditure involved on these works is not provided for in the 
Public Works Department budget, but is provided in the Civil: Department. 
budget under sanitation. The sum required for expenditure during the 
year is, however, transferred to the Public Works Department for expendi- 
ture. Upder the Sanitary Drainage Act. the: following ‘projects are mow: 
under: construction :-~ " . Rogar 


(1) Arul Bil (Jessore). ’ 
3} Amta (Howrah). #4 

3) Jaboona (Jessore, Nadia and 24-Parganas). } 
4) Nawi Sunthi (24-Parganas). 


.. These works will be continued, and I hope that the Arul Bil scheme — 
will be completed and considerable progress made on the.others, in the course” 
of next year. Surveys in connection with anti-malarial drainage projects are 
continuing, and new projects are being developed. Provision for the general — 


. maintenance of works in efficient condition an 1 for small original ofan 


important nature have also been included in the revised estimates: 1, 
current year, and for expenditure on similar works during 1920-21, atic Be : 


” 
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Mr. Hornell. 


" Revenue— 
~ XXXI—Civil Works in.charge of the Public Works Department. 


- Expenditure— 
45.—Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 


Sir, I have to introduce for the consideration of the Council the Budget 
for Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 


On the receipt side I have nothing to add to the remarks in the amended 
draft financial statement. 


The grant for ‘ Works in progress’ for the next year includes provision 
. for relaying the surface of some of the roads on the Calcutta Maidan with tar 
macadam, continuing the i improvements of the Duars Roads, and providing a 
water-supply and new roads in connection with the dev elopment of Kalimpong, 
as a hill station. Provision is also made for protecting the river bank at Pabna’ 
against « erosion of the river Ganges.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 10. ~° 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. Hornell introduced the following heads :— 


Revenue— 


X1IX.—Education. 


Expenditure— 
22. Education. 
He said :— 


. ‘Mr. President, I rise to lay before the Council the heads of Revenue 
and Expenditure of the Education Budget for the coming financial year. 


Revenue. 


The receipts are growing—Rs. 9,47,392 in 1916- 17 and Rs. 9,83,109 in 
1918- 19 and the estimate I now place before you is Rs. 11,00, 600. The , 
increase is mainly due to the larger income derived from fees paid in Govern- 
ment Colleges and Schools. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure side has also grown—from Rs. 76,87, 152 in 1916-17 to 
Rs. 1,21,42,000—the amount which it is proposed to spend during the coming 
financial year. he figures on page 35 of the Financial Statement illustrate 
the stages of this growth. : 


_ ‘The sanctioned budget for the current financial year stands at, 
Rs. 97,86,000. Looking to the actual expenditure during the first nine 
months of the financial year, as also to the fact that no capital expenditure 
will be incurred during the period from the grant provided for giving effect — 
to the recommendations of the Calcutta. University Commission, it is antici- 
pated that the expenditure during the year will fall short of the sanctioned 
estimate by Rs. 2,78, 000, and will be in fact Rs. 95,08,000. 


~ The budget for thé period in prospect has been fixed at Rs. 1,21,42,000, 
een gave which exceeds the budget estimate for the current financial year by 
- more than 234 lakhs and the anticipated expenditure of the current financial 


» 
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year by nearly 264 lakhs. The new items ineluded-in the programme of 
educational expenditure for the coming financial year are explained in the 
Financial Statement on pages 35-38 and 82-88, I do not therefore repeat them. 


Besides the expenditure proposed under the main head it is anticipated 
that Rs. 10,30,000 will be spent by the Public Works Department in original 
building works for the Education Department and provision has been made 
accordingly. Details are to be found on page 58 of the Financial Statement. 


The various recurring Imperial grants which have been sanctioned from 
time to time have been provided in full. These grants include, as I shall 
show later, the Imperial recurring assignment of Rs. 545,000 for the Dacca 
University. F 


The Finanee Member has already shown that a sum of Rs. 1,22,23,000 
wtill stands to the credit of the Bengal Education Department, by reason of 
the balances of the various Imperial grants. which balances are still out- 
standing. During the coming financial year it is proposed to spend about 

8. 23,90,000 from these balances. 


I will now add a few words as to the various purposes on which this sum 
of Rs. 23,90,000 is to be spent. 


The Dacca University. 


It is proposed. to devote from this amount a sum of Rs. 4,55,000 to 
buildings and other capital charges necessary for the realisation of this long 
pending scheme. This assignment is not the only amount which is made 
available for this purpose in the budget estimates which I am now laying 
before you. In the years 1912-13 and-1913-14 Imperial recurring grants to 
the extent of Rs. 5,45,000 were sanctioned for the Dacca University Scheme. 
This amount has been provided in the estimates. We are now busily engaged 
in making such preparations as must be completed before the University can 
actually begin work. 


The provision of a hostel in connexion with the Apprentices’ 
Technical School, Kanchrapara, Eastern Bengal State Rail- 
way. 


This Council will remember that as a result of a resolution brought 
forward about this time year before last by the Hon’ble Sir R. N. Mukerjee 
and accepted by the Council, a sum of Rs. 45,000 was provided in the current 
year’s budget for the establishment of a hostel in connexion with the Appren- 
tices’ Technical School Kanchrapara. I neéd not repeat the details of the 
scheme. It is necessary to devote Rs. 31,000 of the balances to the comple- 
tion during the coming financial year of this hostel. 


The establishment of a Technical Institute in Calcutta. 


The question of the training of engineering apprentices has indeed been 
bulking large during the last year. In addition to the Kanchrapara scticme . 
the conference recently convened by His Excellency is formulating a scheme 
for a technical institute in Calcutta. This institute will be confined, to start 
with, to the instruction of apprentices in practically every -branch of 
engineering other than mining engineeting, but its subsequent expansion into 
something more like a technological institute is contemplated, In order that 
a start, long over-due. may be made in the direction of meeting this need, it is: 
proposed to devote 6 lakhs of the balances to the purchase of a site and to 
provide from the balances a further sum of 2 lakhs with which to make a 
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The development of the Engineering College at Sibpur has long been 
delayed by various suggestions that it should be moved from its present 
location, “It has now been definitely decided that it will,remain where it is, 
but the site and the géneral sanitary condition of the compound of the college 
need improvement and this improvement is a necessary preliminary to the 
further development of the college. A sum of 2 lakhs has been provided 
from the balances for this purpose. 


Primary Education. 


Turning to primary education, it is proposed to assign 3 lakhs of the 
balances to the inauguration .of the new scheme which has recently been 
worked out as between the Education Department and the Corporation forthe 


improvement of primary education in Calcutta. 'l'his scheme involves con- 


tributions from the Corporation as well as from funds at the disposal of 
Government. , 


When the Bengal Primary Education Act (Act TV of 1919) was passed 
the municipalities of the Presidency other than the Calcutta Corporation were 
called upon to submit the statements required by section 3 of that Act. 
Only.a few of these statements have been received and Government are not 
aware of what the general resources of the municipalities are as compared 
with their needs. It has not therefore been possible as yet to formulate any 
goneral scheme of Government astistance, but it was thought that a sum of 
at least one lakh should be provided from the balances so that if any muni- 
cipality in the mufassal found itself in a position to go akead under the 
Bengal Primnary Education Act Government would be able to help it to do so. 


The establishment of a Muhammadan College in Calcutta. 
It is proposed to devote Rs. 50,000 of the balances to making a start in 


the direction of the establishment of a Muhammadan College in Calcutta. 


This is a proposal of which this Council has heard more than once and it is 
one'to which the Government of Bengal are committed. Some years ago a 
site was purchased in Wellesley Street, but no further progress was made with 


‘the scheme partly because of the appointment of the Calcutta University 


Commission. ~ The Commission’s Report is now before the public. It 
recommends the establishment of an Islamic College in Calcutta as a 
constituent college of the University ; and its scheme of reorganisation would 
also probably involve either the development of the Anglo-Persian’ Depart- 
ment into an Intermediate College or the creation of an’ Intermediate College 
for Mussulmans in Calcutta. It is impossible for us to’say when these pro- 
posals will be carried out, if ever. But Government are unwilling that their 
promise should remain any longer unredeemed. What therefore we propose 
to do is to begin with this sum of Rs. 50,000 the construction of a building 
on the Wellesley Street site which would accommodate a First Grade College, 
comprising, as first grade colleges de now comprise, both Intermediate and 
Post Intermediate classes. This building could be without difficulty converted 
in future, should the occasion for this conversion arise, either into an Inter- 
mediate or into. a Constituent college. We have a plan of a building already. 


Madrassahs. 


"Tt is proposed to provide from the balances a sum of Rs. 81,000 for 
improving, the buildings of private’ Madrassahs. This expenditure is very 


necessary in the general interests of the Moslem community. I may add 


_ that the Madrassahs to receive assistance from this provision will be those . 


which are trying to meet the demands of the reformed Madrassah Scheme. 


i 
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The Victoria Boys’ School, Kurseong. 


The Victoria Boys’ School, Kurseong, is an institution which is especially 
intended to meet the needs of the less wealthy members of the domiciled 
community who educate their children in India. The school is in serious 
and urgent need of improvement and expansion. The Council will recall a 
resolution which the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin brought before ‘the Council last year 
with regard to this school. I trust that the Council will see eye to eye with 
Government in this their attempt to improve the educational facilities of this 
particular section of the community. Those members who have read the 
recent report on the domiciled community will not, I venture to hope, oppose 
this proposed expenditure as either unnecessary or of comparative unim- 


portance. 


The Chittagong Collegiate School. 


The Chittagong Collegiate School, one’ of the most promising Zilla 
Schools of the Presidency, is at present housed in what was formerly an 
office. A scheme for providing the school with buildings of its own was 
worked out in 1914 and a fine site has been acquired. The scheme should 
not be indefinitely postponed and it has consequently been decided to provide 
Rs. 75,000 from the balances. With this money it will be possible to make 
a start with this much-belated and urgent scheme. 


Manual instruction classes in Indian High Schools. . 


In 1915-16 a scheme was sanctioned for the opening of manual training 
classes at 24 selected High and Zilla Schools and one Middle English School. 
These classes have been successful in 21 of the schools, but all the existing 
classes are badly in need of adequate and suitable accommodation. It is 
proposed therefore to devote Rs. 74,000 of the balances to the provision of 
better accommodation for this promising and all-important branch of school- 
work, An amount of Rs. 34,100 has - been provided in the budget from 
Provincial Revenues for starting new manual instruction classes. I feel that 
I shall have the Council with me in this effort towards the general improve-- 
ment of secondary school training. Manual work is now universally accepted. 
as an essential element in a sound school.curriculum and there are special 
reasous why Bengal should not at this juncture be without this advantage. 


The Bethune College. 


The Bethune College buildings are in a dreadful state of congestion. A 
scheme for constructing a separate building for the college was mooted as 
long ago as 1907. The congestion cannot be tolerated any longer. Various 
big schemes for dealing with the future development of the college and its con- 
nected school have been put forward during the last.seven years, but all these 
schemes involve large expenditure, and until we know what, if anything, is 
coming out of the Calcutta University Commission’s report it is not possible 
to come to an ultimate and final decision... It is proposed.to provide Rs. 50,000 
from the balances, and with this amount available it will be possible to relieve 
the existing congestion in the class-rooms by means of buildings of a temporary 
nature, and to carry out some expansion of the college’s work. 


Grant to the Calcutta University for the construction of hostels 
of affiliated colleges in Calcutta. 


_ The Council will remember that in the year 1915-16 the Government of 
India sanctioned a grant of ten lakhs for the construction of hostels. To this 
was added a sum of Rs. 2,00,000, the balance of previous: Imperial grants. On —- 
the strength of these receipts a programme of hostel construction was. under- 
taken by the University and carried out. It is proposed to. provide Rs. 94,000 | 
from the balances to meet the last instalment of the balance due to the - 

* University. Zi 
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To’summarise the purposes to which it is proposed to devote the sum of 
Rs. %3,90,000 which is. to be taken from the Imperial balances. These 
purposes are :—. 


Rs. 
si Dacca University es» —4,55,000 
2) The provision of a hostel in connexion with the Appren- 
tices’ Technical School, Kanchrapara, Eastern Bengal 
Railway _ 81,000 
(3) The establishment of a ‘Technical Institute in ‘Calontta (for 
construction of buildings) abe kes «ss 2,00,000 
(For acquisition of site) oni eee ws —6,00,000 
(4) The Engineering College, Sibpur . oa se» —2,00,000 
(5) Primary Education in Calcutta... vie see 3,00,000 
Ditto outside Calcutta 1 ‘00, ‘000 
(6) The establishment of a Muhammadan College i in Calentta "50,000 
(7) Madrassas a « 81,000 
(8) The Victoria Boys? School, Kurseong yee geo 80,000 
(9) The Chittagong Collegiate School . oss eee 75,000 
(10) Manual [nstruction Classes in Indian High Schools ae 74,000 
11) Improvement of the Bethune Vollege buildings wee ~—- 50,000 
93 Grant to the Calcutta University for the construction of 
hostels for affiliated colleges in Calcutta ws» 94,000 
Total +++ 23,90,000 





At the close of the financial year 1920-21 we shall, if we spend “all the 
amount which T have just named, have to our credit an Imperial balance of 
Rs. 98,383,000 of which an amount of Rs. 57,36,000 will be earmarked for the 
Dacca. University. Thus. the money provided fur the Dacca University apart, 
we may anticipate that on the 31st March 1921 we shall still have a balance 
of Rs. 40,97,000 for general educational purposes. Let me explain in conclu- 
sion that, .as regards this last-named balance at any rate, it will not be 
paciiele ‘spend it save on objects of w non-recurring nature—practically 

uildings and equipment. The pace at which we can carry out any large 
construction programme is set by the rate at which the Public Works Depart- 
ment can get the work done. 


- 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 11. 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam introduced the following 
heads :— 


Revenue— 
X.—Registration. 


Expenditure— . 
12. Registration. 4 


He said :— 


Sir,—l have the honour to introduce for the consideration}o£ the Council 
the Budget heads of Receipts and _ Expenditure of the Registration 
Department. 


The actual receipts in 1918- 19 amounted to Rg. 19,17,737. The sanctioned 
estimate forthe current year is Rs. 19,00,000. But during the first nine months 
there has been a gradual increase almost every month and receipts are already 
Rs. 4,84,420 over those of the corresponditig poriod of the last year. It is 
anticipated that, on this basis, the total collection during the year will be 
i Rs. 27,00, 000. This large increase of Rs. 8,00,000 over the sanctioned 
“estimate is due to the abnormal rise in the number of registrations owing to 


yy 
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various causes. In the mofussil it was due to rise in the price of foodstuffs 
and tothe last cyclone in East Bengal; but in Calcutta and its suburbs, - 
it was mainly due to an abnormal increase in the price of house property and. 
a consequent speculation in land. The budget estimate, for next year hi 
accordingly been placed at Rs, 27,00,000 on the basis of the revised estimate 
for the current year. 


On the expenditure side the sanctioned estimate for the present year 
is Ra, 12,21,000 and the revised estimate with reference to the actual charges 
for the first nine months of the year has been fixed at Rs. 13,00,000.. The 
increase of Rs. 79,000 is due mainly to larger expenditure on temporary 
copying establishment both in Caleutta and in the mofussil. The budget 
estimate for the next year, which has been framed as economically as 
possible, has been placed at Rs. 13,89,000. This is in advanve of the revised 
estimate by Rs. 89,000 and of the sanctioned estimate by Rs. 1,68,000. : 


On pages 64 and 65 of the Financial Statement the items of expenditure 
are shown, the outstanding features of which, I am glad to note, are that it 
has been found possible to provide for two long-deferred projects, viz :— 


P Rs, 
1. Revision of the strength and pay of the ministerial establish- 
ment of - district headquarters and rural registration 
offices aes ste a0 90,339 


The main features of this scheme are (a) the increase of the pay and the 
strength of the district headquarters: establishment and the enhancement 
of pay of the clerks and mohurrirs employed in the mofussil registration 
offices from, Rs. 20 and Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 and Rs. 20, respectively. The 
scheme, which was sanctioned by the Secretary of State in 1916, will cost 
about Rs, 1,38,339, of which Rs. 48,000 was provided last year to give partial 
effect. to the scheme and the balance of Rs. 90,339 has been provided for in — 
next year’s budget. 


Rs. 
2. - Revision of the cadre of Sub-Registrars wee i a bye, OO 
The revised cadre which hag been based on Sir David Barbour’s scale 


provides for a larger proportion of appointments in the higher grades and is 
expected to quicken the rate of promotion. 


~~ 
Rupees 2,160 has been provided for raising the pay of Probationers from 
Rs. 30 to Rs. 40. ; 


} 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 12. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Marr introduced the following heads :— 
Expenditure ‘ 
1. Refunds and drawbacks, 
6. Stamps. 
Revenue— 
V.—Excise. 
~ Expenditure— 
'7. Excise. 
10. Income-zaz. 
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_Revenue— 
XII.—Interest. 


Revenue— 


“XXA.—Medical. 
Biponditiire— 
24. Medical. ° 


Revenue— 
XXII.—Reeceipts in aid of superannuation, ete. 


Expenditure— 
29. Superannuation allowance. 


Revenue— 
XXIIL—Stationery and Printing. 


Expenditure— * 
30. Stationery and Printing. 


Revenue— 


XX V.—Miscellaneous. 


Expenditure— 


32. Miscellaneous. 


He said :— 


Srmk.—I have the honour to introduce for the consideration of Council 
the various heads of Revenue and Expenditure with which I am concerned. 
The following heads call for no comment beyond the remarks which already 
appear in the Statement :— 


' Eapenditure— 
1—Refunds and drawbacks. 
6—Stamps. : 
_2%--Superannuation allowances. 
Revenue— 


+ XII—Interest. ; 
XXII—Receipts in aid of superannuation. 
~ XXITI.—Stationery and Printing. 


Turning to heads, ‘Revenue V and Expenditure 7—-Excise, with a view 


to check consumption, the duty on country spirit for different strengths was 
enhanced in the districts of Hooghl , Howrah, the 24-Parganas, Calcutta 
and Jalpaiguri in January 1919, and in March last the retail prices of country 


irit were increased throughout the Presidency. The opening hour also . 


__ of premises for the retail vend of foreign liquor for consumption therein was 

fixed at 11 a.m. in July 1918. As a result of these restrictive measures there 
_ has been an appreciable fall in consumption rig bien _ Owing to better ship- 
ping facilities, there has been a larger supply of imported hquor, which has 
“sy pelivd, eee . : yd y ; 
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caused a fall under the head, ‘* Liquors and spirits made in India after Euro- 
pean methods.’’ For these reasons, it is expected that the receipts this year 
will fall short of the original estimate by Rs. 6 lakhs. ee 


In January last the duty on country spirit for different strengths was 
again raised with effect from the 1st April 1920 in the districts of Burdwan, 
Jalpaiguri, Rangpur, Dacca, Mymensingh and Darjeeling. The price per 
seer of ganja was also raised from Rs. 60 to Rs. 75, and the rate o duty on 
bhang was uniformly fixed at Re. 1 per seer for all districts. These measures 
will perhaps further check consumption next year, but» with the cessation 
of hostilities, the commercial and industrial prosperity of the province are 
likely to increase, which will conduce to the consumption of excisable articles. 
The extension of the fixed fee system to the districts of Burdwan, Dacca, 
Mymensingh, Jalpaiguri, Rangpur and Darjeeling, with effect from the 1st 
April 1920, will also tend to increase the license fee and duty receipts and 
the coming year’s estimate has, therefore, been fixed at Rs. 1,87,00,000. 


Besides making provision for additional establishment for the intro- 
duction of the fixed fee system, the expenditure budget provides for normal 
growth and calls for no remarks. 


As for expenditure under Income-Tax, the figures represent the cost of 
establishments for the collection of taxes under the Super-tax Act VIII of 
1917 and the new Income Tax Act VII of 1918. Owing to the introduction of 
these new Acts the work of the department has materially increased and the 
establishment, especially in Calcutta, has had to be strengthened accord- | 
ingly. On the other hand, a large increase in revenue is looked for. 


XXA and 24 A.—Medical.—To meet to some extent the growing need: 
for qualified medical practitioners in Bengal, increased accommodation has } 
been provided in the Campbell and Dacca Medical Schools. This, together 
with the enhancement of the school fees in these two institutions, mainly 
accounts for the increase in receipts both in the revised and budget estimates 
under XX A—Medical. : 


It was announced last year that provision had been made for the con- 
’ struction of the Hygiene Institute attached to the School of Tropical Medicine, 
of anew medical school at Burdwan and of the new Eye Hospital at the 
Medical College, Calcutta. These works have been commenced this year 
and the a Institute is nearing completion. Necessa provision for their 
completion has been made in next year’s Public Works partment budget. 
At present there are no facilities for the treatment of diseases of the eye, 
throat, ear and nose in the Campbell Hospital, nor is there any provision for 
the education of students in those s ial, branches,in that School. Pro- | 
vision has, therefore, been made for the opening of indoor and outdoor wards 
"in that Hospital for the treatment of those diseases. All preliminary arrange- 
‘ments have been completed for the transfer of the administrative control of 
the Mitford Hospital from the 1st April to Government, and necessary pro- 
vision for the upkeep of the Hospital for the whole vear has been made in 
next year’s budget. Another important item is. the provision of Rs. 4 
lakhs for payment of a non-recurrin grant to the authorities of the Belgachia 
Medical Institute for reasons explained in the memorandum. To comply 
with the oy, So of the Calcutta University, pending the construction of 
permanent hostels, attached niesses have been started in hired houses. for 
the accommodation of the students of the Medical College. As it is desir- 
able to have permanent boarding houses as soon as possible, a sum of. 
Rs, 4,30,000 has been spent this year out of the unspent balances of the 
{mperial non-recurring grant for Medical Education given some years ago,. 
eS Sees a site for the construction of a 1, and a sum of 
Rs. 2,75,000 has been provided in the next year’s Public Works Department . 


a 
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budget for the completion of the acquisition. In accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Medical Services Committee, provision has been made 
= the improvement of the pay of the Provincial and Subordinate Service 
officers. 


-80.—Statronery and Printing.—The principal items are the expendi- 
. ture on ‘Government presses and stationery supplied from central stores. 
During the year a war allowance has had to be sanctioned for the employees 
of the press, and this will have to be continued next year also. There has 
. been a very great increase in the amount of printing work which necessitates 
longer working hours for the employees and therefore larger payment of 
overtime allowances. Thesé account for the increase in the revised estimate 
for 1919-20 and the budget estimate for 1920-21. As printing work is bound 
to increase very considerably with the formation of the enlarged council 
under the Reforms Scheme, provision for the purchase of more linos and 
rinting machines has been made. The construction of the new press 
uilding on the site acquired for the purpose at Chetla has already been 
taken in hand and necessary provision for its continuance has been made in 
next year’s Public Works Department budget. It is hoped that the build- 
ing will be completed and that it will be possible to remove the press to the 
new building in June or July, 1921. 


32-—Miscellaneous.—Owing to the increase in the vost of living, the 
sanction of the Government of India has been asked to a scheme for raising the 
pay of the menials. In the expectation that sanction will be accorded early 
next year a provision of Rs. 11 lakhs has been made for this. The contract 
contingent allotments of the various departments were fixed for five years with 
effect from 1918-19 in this Government’s Finance Department olution 
No. 9927-9984-F., dated the 15th December 1917. Consequent on ‘the rise 
in price of all articles of stationery and on the enhancement in the rates of 
postal and telegram charges, it has been impossible for some of the control- 
ling officers in charge of growing departments to keep wore Ps within the 
funds allotted. A provision of Rs. 2 lakhs has, therefore, been made for giving 
additional contract grants, where necessary, and a provision of Rs. 1,50,000 
has also been made to meet the initial expenditure likely to be incurred in 
the introduction of the Reforms Scheme, though the estimate is necessarily 

. of rather a rough description. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 13. 

' The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson introduced the following heads :— 
; Revenue— 

XVI B.—Jails. 
Expenditure— 

198. Jails. : 
Reverne— 

RV Baio ae 
| Expenditure— 

20. ‘Police. a a ' 


. ¥ r " ; 
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ement,— Resolutions. 


Mr. Stephenson; Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


He said :— 


Revenue—X VI—Jails —LExpenditure—19 B—Jails.—The estimates of the 
Jail Department reflect the high prices in the current year and that. ma: 
be expected in the immediate future. Thgre is an increase of 4 lakhs 
under the head of jail manufactures representing the increased ,cost of 
the purchase of raw materials. As a set-off against this, there is a rise of 
over 7 lakhs in the revised estimate of receipts for this year from jail 
manufactures. In the coming year we estimate for a partial return towards 
normal conditions, and the total both on the expenditure and receipt, 
sides is less than the. revised, There is an increase in expenditure under 
the heading Jails of 6 lakhs this year, and we anticipate very, much. the 
same expenditure in the coming year ; nearly 3 lakhs of this is under the 
head Dietary charges, nearly one lakh under the head Clothing and Bedding 
of Prisoners, while half a lakh is provided as a lump provision for revision 
of the Jailor establishment, 


Revenue—X V11—Police—Expeniditure—20—Police.—Turning to the 
Police Budget, increased receipts are estimated: chiefly from Arms Act 
licenses, and receipts under the Motor Vehicles Act. In the Presidency 
Police on the expenditure side the revised estimate is $ lakh higher than 


which is accounted for by the revised pay of European Sergeants, the 
establishment of a Public Vehicles Department and Clothing. In the General 
Police the excess in the revised is 5 lakhs over the budget, and a slight 
increase on the revised js propored for next: year. This increase is accounted 
for by the increased cost of the new time scale of the superior officers, and 
a very large increase under the head allowances and supplies and Services 
including chiefly increase under travelling allowance, building char, to 
repair damage done by the cyclone, an increase of a lakh in clothing wt 
and of half a lakh under the heading Railway Warrants. Against this, 
there is a decrease of a lakh under the Criminal Investigation Department. 


and police reforms ; in this is included 2 lakhs for improving the’ pay of 
head constables, Ray 1,29,000 for Strengthening:the cadre of sub-inspectors and 
Rs. 74,000 for raising the ordinary reserve of constables. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public tnterest), 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 14. ; 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution :— — 


_ .* This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a separate and— 

independent municipality be established at Ji j, district Murshidabad, 

Te the whole area of the Azimganj Municepalisy on the left bank of — 
e Ganges, ; ini Eien 
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He said :— 


“ Sir, in moving this resolution I have to place before the Government 
and this Council a few facts ;, firstly, the geographical. position of the 
Azimganj Municipality, The river Ganges runs through this municipality 
dividing it into, two parts—Jiaganj and Baluchar being on the left bank 
- and Azimganj proper on the right bank, and the municipal office is also 
located at Azimganj. So it is very inconvenient for the people of Manoolla 
Bazar and Jiaganj to go over to the municipal office because they have to cross 
the river by boat and their difficulties are greatly enhanced during the rains, 
But that is not the only grievance. As the;municipality is constituted at 
present it is run by people who live in the Azimganj ward of the town and, 
therefore, Jiagan) and Baluchar are the. most neglected parts of that 
' municipality. I need not’ elaborate the point because the District Magistrate, 
the Divisional Commissioner and Sanitary Commissioner and other high 
officials. of Goyernment have in their inspection notes repeatedly drawn the 
attention of the people and the municipal authorities to this, and it has been 
intimated that no amount of warning has been of any avail. The natural 
consequence will be that after one or two more warnings Government will 
come down on the citizens with the accusation that the Municipal - 
Commissioners have failed to discharge their duties efficiently and that 
Government are going to take action under section 65. That is no doubt 
a remedy; and if the circumstances are not what they are, J think ‘the 
Municipality of Azimganj would have deserved. such treatment, but the 
fact is that the citizens are not responsible for the present state of affairs. 
In the first place the area is large and scattered and the municipal executive 
cannot on account of the geographical position of the municipality take proper 
care and exercise proper supervision over its work. . Besides, there is the other 
fact that the constitution of the municipality is such that the Baluchar and 
Manoolla Bazar parts of the town, which comprisé about $rdsof the population, 
contribute $rds of the income of the manieipality, and also if the area is taken 
into consideration these two wards are entitled to elect more members. At 
present they elect 6 Commissioners, whereas Azimganj which has one-third of 
the total population elect 4 Commissioners. ° This gives a disproportionate 
importanceto the Azimganj Municipality and from the ‘constitution of the 
present municipality it will be found that Government have appointed ‘5 
members who almost all belong to the Azimganj ward. For this reason and for 
the fact that the administration of the municipality is going from bad to worse. 
and specially to avoid the catastrophe which befell the unfortunate munici- 
palities of Burdwan and Hooghly, | humbly submit to Government and to. 
this Council that the proper course would be to divide the present munici- 
pality into two parts as the rate-payers desire so that there may be proper 
supervision. The residents of Baluchar and Jiaganj will thus be able to 
manage their own business well. The income, I think, will be sufficient. 
_ According to the ordinary calculation the Jiaganj municipal area will have 

‘an income of Rs. 20,000, and Azimganj Rs. 10,000. There is no doubt then 
that there should be two small municipalities, and I think ofticient and well 
worked small municipalities are better than large and. badly managed ones. 
The Azimganj railway junction station is now a growing town and has a 
growing population. J think that ought to be. included in the Azimganj 
Municipality, and if this is done the population and income of Azimganj will’ 
greatly increase. Thus, both the Municipalities of Azimganj and Jiaganj 
_ will be able to work satisfactorily and will not be so bad as at present. 
_ The fact that accounts at present are not properly kept is due to the lack of 
supervision and this matter has been Severely: criticised by Government 
officials. I, therefore, beg to.move, Sir, that the Azimganj Municipality be. 
divided into two parts and a separate municipality. be, established on the other 

ide of the river.’ 
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Babu Surendra Nath Ray ; Mahara jadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said — 


“Sir, Tam sorry to have to oppose this resolution, It may be that the 
grievances of which my friend, the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, has spoken - 
are all correct, but there is a legal defect to this resolution being. accepted. 
My ‘friend most probably has read section 9 of the Bengal Municipal Act 
which expressly lays down that the’ local Government may, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioners at a meeting, by notification published jn 
the Culeutta Gazette, and in such other manner as it may determine, declare 
its intention among other things to exclude from a municipality any local 
area comprised therein and defined in the notification; or to include within 
a municipality any local area contiguous to the same and defined in the 
notification ; or to subdivide any municipality into two or more municipalities. 
If my friend wants to exclude a portion of the Azimganj Municipality from 
Jiaganj or wants to subdivide the present Azimganj Municipality. into 
two municipalities that division can take place only when the Commissioners 
at a meeting so resolve and send up their recommendation to Government 
for confirmation. So unless the recommendation comes from the Commis- 
‘sioners the Government practically has no hand in the matter. Thore is 
another thing which ought to be taken into consideration. Even if the 
recommendation is made the Government reserves to itself the discretion 
either to sanction it or to refuse it, but at present there is no’ recommenda- 
tion from the Commissioners at a meeting to Government. My friend 
simply moves that the municipality ought to be divided, but how? Govern- 
ment cannot do it ; there is that legal bar and there being that legal bar, 
I think Government have no hand in the matter and cannot accept the 
resolution. 


Then my friend has said that there are “6 Commissioners in. the 
Jiaganj and 4 Commissioners in the Azimganj side of the Municipality and 4 
Jommissioners are nominated by Government. I think this discussion will 
produce some effect on Government because when the next election takes - 
place Government may take good care that all parties are properly 
represented and not simply nominate some powerful men of one locality. _ For. 
these reasons, Sir, I cannot support this resolution.” 


_ The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“Sir, the legal difficulty which [ wanted to point out to the Hon'ble 
Member has already been mentioned by the Hon’ble Member who has 
just spoken. It is certainly sporting of the Maulvi: Saheb to champion 
the cause of a municipality from which he does not hail himself or even to 
Which district he does not belong. But as has been al eady pointed out. by 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray, no municipality can be partitioned under the Bengal 
Municipal Act except on the recommendations of the Commissioners at a 
meeting. The initiative must be taken by the Commissioners themselves. 
If the people of Jiaganj, Baluchar and Azimganj are in’ favour of partition, 
they must move Government to have the partition effected ; and if Govern- 
ment entertain the proposals favourably after due inquiry, it will then be 
‘for the Government to publish a notification declaring their intention. This is 
an essential preliminary to establishing any new municipality. Further, local 
opinion has also got to be invited even if the Commissioners at a meeting 
were to resolve in favour of such a partition, and it is open to any rate-payer to 
object. Government must take all such objections into consideration before — 
coming to a final decision. This being the existing law and no proposal . 
having beeu received by Government for the partition of the Azimganj 
. Municipality, I think it must be apparent to this Council that it is quite 
impossible to oo effect to the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul 
Kasem, and I would therefore advise him to withdraw his resolution. On 
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~ Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


the siti frend. if it, ai be the fact that the nominated members. of this 

~ municipality come dnly from one portion of that municipality, I shall certainly 
draw the attention of the local officers to the fact when the next eletion 
‘takes place.’ Sir, fam unable to accept: the resolution.” 


‘The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— 


“Sir, after what has fallen from the Hon’ble Member in charge and from 
the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, [ have no other alternative but to 
“withdraw the resolution ; but in doing so I have only got to say that as the 
law stands there is no other’ remedy but for the Municipal Commissioners to 
take the initiative, and as the majority of them come from one portion of the 
municipality, and as they’ have the advantage of collecting money from 
Jiaganj and Baluchar and spending it in Azimganj, I do not’ think we can 
safely hope that’ they will like to be deprived of their good food. What I 
wanted to do by moving this resolution was to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment’ to the fact that it would be a great hardship to the rate-payers if the 
municipality was not divided into two as the different wards are very incon- 
veniently situated. With these few words I beg to withdraw my resolution,” 


4 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


| ' LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 15. 
The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governoy in Council that early steps be 
taken to protect the areas in the Ketugram and Mangalkote thanas of the 
Burdwan district from damages caused by the normal floods of the Ajai river 
and to mitigate the effects of the inundation. 


He said — 


"“ Sir, since this Council has been constituted, Thave been moving resolu- 
tians on this subject in one form or another from year to year, and it may be 
pointed out to me that this is one of our hardy annuals. But in this parti- 
cular ‘case, Sir, I beg to submit that whenever I have moved a resolution on 
this subject I have received a very sympatlietic reply from the Government, 
“and I ‘gratefully acknowledge what has been done to mitigate the effects of 
the flood in the district of Burdwan. Good progress has been made with 
reference to the Damodar and also with reference to the Ajai, but on the 
other side of the railway lines nothing has been done. Last year when I 
moved a resolution, I was told by the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming, the Member in 
charge, and hopes were held out, that, provision would be made in the budget 
whie would prevent anything José than abnormal floods and that the whole. 

area would be protected. I then, as I do now, refer to the areas in the 
Ketugram and Majogram thanas ;but at the same time, as stated by Govern- 
ment, and from operations carried out, I submit that these two areas are not 
included in those operations. ‘The étabankniente:as: .well-as thevactivities of 
the Public Works Department are confined from Sagarputul to Bagshi Bazaar ~ 
_and on the other side of the railway lines from Bhedia down to these twothanas. 
_ ‘These twoareas have suffered from the effects of the flood for over 30 years. I 
am not speaking of the abnormal floods of 1916-17, or even of the floods of 1913. 
_ The fact i is that these floods were of an abnormal character, accompanied with 
loss of life. and cattle. The attention of the Government was drawn to that. 
gratuitous relief was given and the whole question came into considera- 
Foal ssw in these two areas, the abnormal condition is such. that for 
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Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


30 years this area has had no rice crop. . If the people have lived and managed 
‘to live for so long, it is due to other Crops, meagre crops no doubt, which 
they got from their land. I am told by some people that the proper course 
pe be for these people to give up their land, but in an agricultural country, 
especially in a purely agricultural district like Burdwan, it is very hard for 
the people to give up their lands, They live in hope and expectation. Even 
if they part with their land, what are they going to do? Their position ig 
very miserable and so I have to bring this motion forward every year. The 
osition of Ketugram is very peculiar., There is cay one breach at Chand- 
khali which if properly looked after and repaired, the whole area would be 
protected, and in Mongolkote thana there are only two breaches on the banks 
of the river which once repaired the whole area would ‘be provected, in 
the same Way as damages caused by the overflowing of the Ajai river near 
‘Kunur haye been made good by the measures taken by the Public Works , 
“Department, that portion is safe now. So far as T have been able. to 
_ ascertain we are now protected to a very great extent from abnormal. floods 
of the kind’ which we had’ in 1916-] 7, bat unfortunately the embankments on 
the banks of the river which has caused damage to the rice. crop are still 
there throughout the whole area, and this area is not small. I want it to be 
clearly understood that I do not want either any embankments to be made 
on the Ajai, or-any protection of that nature, but simply to see that the 
breaches caused on the Ajai on account of certain breaches above the river . 
‘are repaired. I have been told that they are zemindari embankments, 
and therefore Government ‘are not responsible for their repair or maintenance, 
but even if they are zemindari embankments, where are the people to go for 
protection ? I donot know. I do not know whois todothese repairs—either 
the Government or the zemindars. I have been told that the Raj contributes 
Some amount of money to Govérnment Yor the upkeep of these embankments— _- 
the Burdwan Raj is the zemindar of the entire area. J have heard it said that _ 
there are some embankments made on this side of the river. These embank- 
ments were made by the indigo-planters and not by -the zemindars ; ‘they 
used to keep them repaired and since they left the land, there have been 
' breaches in the banks of the river and the result is that great damage is 
caused to the rice crop and the land round about is damaged by the sand 
deposited there. It affects sanitation as well because the water that flows in 
cannot get out and it stagnates, We have been assured, and that assurance 
gives me hope, that something will be done to mitigate the effect of the floods 
in these two areas. I hope and trust that Government will be pleased ‘to 
expedite action, and that effect will be given to it. The cost is very small as 
I have ascertained. I do not think there can be any engineering or 
scientific difficulty in the matter, because when -the indigo-planters were 
there no damage was done either to the east side or to any other portion. If 
these three breaches are repaired, one at Chandkhali, another at Ketu 
and the other at Nowpara and Mejgaon, the whole area will be protected 
from the eflects of normal floods as well as from abnormal;floods. 


With these words I commend this resolutidn to the Government as well 
as to this Council,” Mt ah 


The Hon'ble 8ai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :— ne 


. My Lord, I beg to support this resolution. For the last two years letters 
have been Written to me as the representative of the District Boards in the 
Burdwan Division to move in this matter in the Council. As 1 have no 
experience of the locality, T thought over the matter, and considered it neces- 
sary that I should not lose the opportunity of giving my humble - rapport ® 
bject is to protect the areas i from d is nya iva he 
object is to protec areas in question from da caus 1@ normal | 
floods of the river. “Therefore, PF achioct this resolution,” ma me pe hor 
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: : Mr. Cumming. : 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said :— 


“ Sir, it is somewhat difficult to deal with a resolution of this kind which 
requires a geographical knowledge which all the Members of Council do not 
; and it is desirable to deal more definitely than the Hon'ble Member 
has done with the question of policy which his proposal involves. Put shortly, 
the position is this ; there is a river with a steep gradient, in parts upwards 
of seven feet a mile, which comes down-and passes under the Kast. Indian 
Railway bridge on the loop line, and after some distance joins the Bhagirathi 
river. There are four Government embankments which, under the Embank- 
ment Act, Government are bound to maintain—three ou the west side of 
this railway bridge, and one on the east side. It -is to the east side of 
the railway bridge to which the Hon'ble Member has directed the attention 
of the Council. 


Last year it was stated that Government on the advice of their engineers 
would do something on the west side of this railway bridge, by the creation 
of an escape for excessive floods, and .by the provision of a repaired 
embankment to keep normal floods under control, to alleviate thé circum- 
stances of any flooding of the whole area on both sides of the railway. 
I am glad the Hon’ble Member is prepared to recognise that Govern- 
ment in this respect are doing good ; and that when this work which will 
be finished in the ensuing year is completed something definite will have 
been done. But the Hon’ble Member goes further and says something ‘more 
should be done to mitigate the effects of the inundation, and he has mvited 
the attention of Government to two breaches which he desires should be 
filled up. I may say at once that an enquiry will be made regarding these 
particular breaches, but he seems to be under a misapprehension as to the 
policy of Government regarding the treatment of the land on the banks of 
‘the Ajai river. : 

Now, Sir, a question of this kind must have a history; and this question 
has a_ history, a very definite history, a recorded history of at least 80 years. 
If the Hon’ble Member means that the Ajai river between the East Indian 
Railway and the Bhagirathi should be confined by means of embankments 
within a fixed course, then I say that the engineers of Government who. are 
experts in the matter, have advised against this in 1836, 1858. 1883 and in 1916, 
and possibly on other occasions of which I have no immediate record. If the 
Hon'ble Member means that small minor breaches should be put in order 
in embankments which are at present under zemindari eontrol, then, as I have 
said, that matter will be examined ; but if he means that the whole length 

; the river isto be kept in confined limits‘ then I say he is fighting against 
nature, and he is asking Government to reproduce the same conditions as 
those, which exist on the Damodar river. Now what is the example of the 
Damodar river ? The example there is that on account of the embankment 
the level of the bed of the river has been gradually raised and the natural 
spill of the river has been impeded. + is of course very easy to obtain some 
reapite perhaps for a few years ; but the consequential harm in the raising 
the level of the bed. of a stream of this nature, and the damage caused 
when its embankments do break, are greater than if no measures had been 
taken at all. It is, I declare, a short-sighted policy which, as the experience 
and the advice of our professional advisers over this long period have shown, 
should not be adopted. It gives.a wemporary relief, but causes still greater 
damage ;nay more, it may be that any further prevention-of the spill in places 
where there is at present a spill, may cause harm in places where even now 
excessive damage is not done by normal floods. Of course, there is the still 
further possibility that, if the river is kept confined within a definite channel, 
an abnormal flood may come and the embankment may give way, and then the 

_ damage done will be still greater than ever. This policy was announced by my 
pre gor who was in charge of this department, the Hon'ble Sir Nicholas 
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Beatson-Bell ; and he pointed out that what was required in’ the matter of 
zemindari embankments was the entire removal of all such embankments, 
‘I can therefore only say with reference to this resolution. that regarding the — 
individual points which he has raised, Government are -prepared to examine 
them further—he has not previously brought them to the notice of the Publie 
Works Department— but if his intention is by confining the river channel to 
reproduce the circumstances which are found to-day in the Damodar river, ~ 
Government cannot possibly aecedé to such a proposition... In view of these 
remarks, I would ask him whether he will be prepared to withdraw. his 
resolution.” ~ 


The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said :— 


“T should have thought Government would be prepared to accept the 
recommendation contained in this resolution. The resolution does not seek 
to commit Government to any definite measure ; it merely asks that early 
steps may be taken. What those steps may be ‘the Hon’ble Member has. 
indicated and Government have been good enough to promise an inquiry. , 
If the case was so hopeless as some of the observations of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Cumming would indicate, it would be difficult to see what good there 
would be in having any inquiry into the matter at all. So far as the recom- 
mendations themselves are concerned, there is no question of large policy, 
but suggestions for relief at certain points are all that he has indicated. 
I should have thought that more vigorous steps should have been taken for 
relief to the areas affected by the Ajoy and Damodar floods now that and public 
opinion has been making itself felt as- strongly as possible. Within the last 
few days that J had an opportunity of going over some of the tracts in that 
part of the country, particularly the area flooded by the Damodar. ‘The need 
for special action is imperative. Government have been -good enough to 
begin ‘some relief measures and all whom JI had the opportunity of 
consulting were unanimous that they will bring temporary relief undoubtedly, 
‘but whether such relief will have the disastrous results that the Hon’ble 
Mr. Cumming apprehends is what the ordinary people cannot possibly express 
an opinion upon. It is remarkable, Sir, while in much smaller countries 
with much smaller problems, they have been able, sufficiently and completely, 
to grapple with the situation, we, with our comparatively larger resources 
—though not as large as they. ought to be—have not been able to make: 
‘my impression upon what is certainly a great public inconvenience and worse, 
a great public danger. We have indication, Sir, as to how the mischief 
arose. The railway bridge came, the gradient of the river.was there ; and 
those who constructed the bridge must have known what they were bargain- 
ing for. It is no good however quarrelling with the past, but what is 
possible now and what ought to be done is for the Government to decide on 
a course and then pursue it. Reference has heen made to what was’ done 
at the time that the indigo-planters were there—I am glad the Hon’ble 
‘Maulvi Sahib has been able to put in a good word for them—surely we can 
do now what they were able todo then. The bridge was there and questions 
of “policy” were also there, and yet it was possible then to give relief, 
There has been no material change in the river gradient or in the physical 
circumstances of the country. It is difficult enough to get a scheme ; it is. 
still more difficult when you have got a scheme to push it through vigorously. 
We must draw the attention of ‘the Government and of the Council to the 
need of the relief measures, and if any have already been decided on, they 
should be pushed forward with as great vigour as possible. ‘The Bakshikhal 
and Hoorhook Khal schemes, I am told, cannot be pushed forward for want 
of good dredgers. Our Government have been in communication with the 
_ Government of India, not however to much immediate purpose ; here we have 
_ got some relief measures decided on, but they cannot be completed—not for 
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want of funds, but for want of appliances that are lying idle elsewhere 
‘and that ought to be available for our purposes as soon as possible. We trust 
and beg that immediate attention of the Government may be drawn to 
this supreme necessity and ef pushing on the Howrah-Vishnupur Chord 
Scheme. In the same way the Ajai relief work which this resolution asks for 
is possible without unduly interfering with the question of policy and of 
protecting railway embankments. I do bhope—whether this resolution is 
withdrawn or pressed and theets with the usual fate—the inquiry which . 
Government have promised will lead to relief. .! 


' The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— 


“Sir, Lam thankful to the Hon'ble Member in charge for the hope 
held out this time that an inquiry will be made into my complaint. I can 
assure him that it was never my intention, nor of :he people , whom I repre- 
sent, that an embankment shoald be made all along the river from the 
railway lines up to whoré it meets. the Bhagirathi, nor do we want the river 
‘to flow through a particular channel. What 1 really suggested, and what 
I meant was that the breaches on the banks of the river, not the embank- 
ments, should be repaired, and that on account of the embankments being 
made, there have been certain breaches on the banks of the river, and that 
these should be repaired: True it is that the.repairs made to the scheduled 
embankments will protect a large area, but these repairs of these scheduled 
embankments will cause a greater rush of water through these breaches if 
they are not repaired in time. The areas mentioned are not really small 
areas, but they are very unfortunately situated because they are far away 
from the railway lines, and on account of the floods there can be no roads or 
public thoroughfares and it is impossible for a motor-car to go into them, and * 
so these roads and these breaches are not visited or seen by high officials or 
responsible members of Government. However, I am grateful that a hope 
has been held out that an inquiry will be made, and I am sure that the case 
is such that if an inquiry is made by a responsible officer, and his recommen- 
dations are accepted, our grievances will be removed, However, I hope 
something will be done. especially as the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhi- 
kari has pointed out that there is no definite demagd in my resolution. We 
only want some protection and mitigation of the effects of the Ajai flood. It 
would not be to the credit of the Public Works Department if in a small 
river like the Ajai and, the small breaches mentioned their engineering skill 
cannot provide a remedy’ With these words I beg to withdraw my ° 
resolution.” t 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 16. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abui Kasem was to have moved the following reso- 
lution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that early steps be 
taken to establish a city Civil Court at Calcutta. 


He said :— 
“Sir, in the first place I beg to ask that 1 may be permitted to withdraw 


_ the resolution that stands in my name. The resolution has not been 
properly worded, and the amendments which were sent in have been, declared 


. 
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to be out of order, 80 I do not think any good purpose will be served by moving 
this resolution, especially as somé time back we passed a similar resolution in 
this Council. My object in giving notice ,of this resolution was only’ to 
expedite the work of giving’effect to the former resolution. I beg to 
withdraw it, especially as the Government, in teply to a question put this 
morning. have been pleased to declare that no effect will be given to the 
former resolution.” 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


The Council was then adjourned to Saturday. the 13th March, 1920, at 


11 a.m., at Government House, Caleutta. 


J. F. GRAHAM, 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and - 
Secy. to the Bengal Leyislative Council. 
Cauourra ; N 
The 15th March, 1920. , : 
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to be out of order, so I do not think any good purpose will be served by moving 
this resolution, especially as somé time back we passed a similar resolution in 
this Council. My object in giving notice ,of this resolution was only to 
expedite the work of givingyeffect to the former resolution. I beg to 
withdraw it, especially as the Government, in reply to a question put this 
morning, have been pleased to declare that no effect will be given to the 
former resolution.” 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ADJOURNMENT. ¢ 


The Council was then adjourned to Saturday. the 13th March, 1920, at 
11 a.m., at Government House, Caleutta. . 


. 


J. F. GRAHAM, me 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 
Secy. to the Bengal Leyislative Council. 
JALOUTTA ; N 
The 15th March, 1920. fon ‘ 
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Questions and Answers, 


a lady doctor for a few months only 4 

Pie U f) Is it. also a fact that the new Chairman has neither appointed a 
midwife nor a spit doctor and that the male doctor in charge of the Hospital 
was given some allowance for looking after female patients and that only for 
some months ? 


-__(¢), Is ita fact that the Chairman of the Santipur Municipality muapetnied 


_' (g) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 


steps in the matter as they may consider fit to compel the Santipur Muni- 
cipality to fulfil their-obligations in this matter ? 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


“ (@), (0), (ce), (d), (e) and (f) A statement giving the information asked 
for is laid on the table. 

_ (g) It does not appear to be a matter calling for Government interven- 
tion.’ 


| Statement referred to in the answer to question No.1 (starred) asked on 


the 13th March, 1920. 


(a) Yes. 

(b) The donation was made over by His Excellency Lord Carmichael 
to the Santipur Municipality, and the Municipality accepted it for the con- 
struction of a female ward in the Municipal Hospital and for the appoint- 
ment of a lady doctor subject to the condition that if the interest did not 
cover the full pay of the lady doctor, the maximum of which was fixed at 
Rs. 50 a month, the deficit would be met from the municipal fund. 

(c) According to the information received by Government, out of 34 per 
cent. G.P. notes for Rs. 10,000, G.P. notes of the face value of Rs. 3,000 


' which were set apart’ by the donor for the construction of a female ward were 


cashed for Rs. 2,837-2-3. Owing to the rise of the price of materials the 
estimated cost of the ward exceeded this amount, and at a meeting of the 
ee, od Municipal Dispensary Committee it was resolved that the construc- 
tion of the ward be postponed till prices came down. | 

A lady doctor was appointed on 15th June, 1916, on a salary of Rs. 50 
per mensem, but resigned her appointment on 5th May, 1917. Repeated’ 
efforts were made to secure another lady doctor, but failed as lady doctors 
could not be obtained for less than Rs: 80 a month. The monthly income 


'- from the interest of the money given for the purpose was only Rs, 19 a month 


* 


and the Municipality was unable to pay the extra amount required to obtain 
the services of a lady doctor. It was therefore suggested to the donor 
either that he should make a further donation or that the Municipality. 
should be permitted to utilise the interest of the money for entertaining a 
passed and fully trained midwife in place of the lady doctor. The donor 
did not agree to either proposal and asked for the refund of the money on 


10th July, 1919. It was then resolved at a meeting of the Municipal 


Fa, are Committee held on 18th September, 1919, that the G.P. notes 
for Rs. 7,000 should be returned to the donor and a competent midwife 
appointed for the dispensary. Saber ay Babu Becharam_ Lahiri told 
in Subdivisional Officer that he would interview the donor at Benares and 
ascertain from him whether the money could be utilised for the pay of a mid- 
wife. The money has not been refunded pending a fi reply from 
the donor. The CP. notes for Rs. 7,000 are in the custody of the Accountant- .. 
‘al . ‘ 


cain ae From the inquiries made by Government it does not appear that the 
Municipality ee the money for any other pur 


ae 1m fi iy bee ‘already stated, a lady doctor was appained from 15th June, 
1916, to 15th_ ri Me 


May, 1917. ‘ 


Alleged x 
incident in the 
, Civil Court of 
the Munsif of 
- Netrokona, 
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(f) No midwife has been appointed up to the present, as the Municipalit 
did ha consider it desirable to do so while the Se eae of a lady dates 
was in contemplation. As it has now been decided thatthe Municipalit 
cannot afford to maintain a lady doctor, budget provision has been 

for the appointment of a midwife from April next. It is a fact. that the 
male doctor in charge of the hospital was given an allowance of Rs. 10 
month for a period of seven months. The payment was discontinued as the 
Auditor objected to it. . 














UNSTARRED QUESTIONS, 


4. 


1 


* lhe answers to the following unstarred quostions were laid on the 
table :— ‘ 
By the Hon’ble Maulvi A, K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 

1. me 

(a) Are the Government aware that on thé 11th J uly, 1919, Babu Satish 
Chandra Sen, then a Munsif of Netrokona in the district of Mymensingh, 
openly abused Babu Jnanendra Chandra Ganguly, officiating nazir of the 
Jocal Civil Court, and threatened him with assault? i 

(b) Are the Government aware that as a result of the said incident a 
criminal case under sections 500, 504 and 352, I. P. C., was instituted by the 
said nazir against Babus Satish Chandra Sen and Suresh Chandra Sen; two 
of the Munsifs of Netrokona? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the said case was subsequently with- 
drawn by the complainant at the instance of Mr. D. P. Bagchi, the then 
District Judge; who promised to inquire into the matter personally ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any inquiry was 
made into the matter and, if so, by whom and with what result? 

(e) Was the inquiry, if held at all, public and on evidence recorded ? 

(/) If the allegations made in the nazir’s petition of complaint have been 
found on inquiry to be true, what steps (if any) have been taken in the 
matter ? ; eons 
(g) Is it a fact that since April, 1919, one Sarat Chandra Sil, an officiat- 
ing peon attached to the Civil Court of Netrokena, has been living in the 
house of the said Babu Satish Chandra Sen and was serving as a menial 
there ? 7 oe 

(h) Isita fact that the said peon was not entrusted with any parwana 
for service in the mufussal up to June, 1919? 5 ; 

(7) Is it a fact that Babu Satish Chandra Sen asked the said nazir to take 
back some parwanas which he had entrusted to Sarat Chandra Sil for service 
in the mufussal in July, 19194 pry. 

_ ~ (j) Is it a fact that the above incident, referred to in clause (a), arose 
out of a report submitted by the nazir regarding the said peon on his 
returning the said parwanas on the pretext of illness? i oo 

(k) Is it a fact that in August, 1919, 4 sheristadars, I nazir and - 
1 accountant of Netrokona were simultaneously censured and transferred on 
the report of the two Munsifs referred to in clause (b) without any explana- 
tion being called for from them? 3 Maher 

wt SF (Dy is it a fact that one of the Munsif’s sheristadars filed an application 
to the District Judge on the 11th August, 1919, making certain serious 
allegations against Babu Ananda Hari Bysack, sheristadar, District. Judge’s 
Court, Mymsnsingh, and prayed for a personal inquiry by the District Judge 

and for a hearing ? PS Tite efi 


_ (m) Was any inquiry made and was any hearing given to him by the : 
District Judge? ; pater damn 


ee _ (n) Tf not, what was the reason for the District Judge not granting his | 
prayer? : mare ey Rae enters aaa ee boise | 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy:— i. At 

-  (q) Babu Satish Chandra Sen severely rebuked Babu Jnanendra 
Chandra aanguly for falsely reporting that he did not allow an officiating 
peon, Sarat Chandra Sil, -who had formerly been his servant, to go into the 
mufussal with processes. He did not threaten him with assault, ry 


(b) Yes. : 
or a) Babu Jnanendra Chandra Ganguly, after an interview with 


Mr. Bagchi, realised that he was in the wrong and withdrew the case. 
Mr. Bagchi did not promise to enquire into the matter personally. 


e (d) Mr. Bagchi called for a report from Babu Suresh Chandra Sen, 
First Munsif. On ns of this report, a committee consisting of the three 
Subordinate Judges of Mymensingh was formed by Mr. “Hogg, -who had. 
succeeded Mr. Bagchi as District Judge, to consider the se av and also a 
report which had been sent in by the Fourth Munsif, Babu Satish Chandra 
Sen. The findings of the committee were as follows:— 


(1) That Babu Jnanendra Chandra Ganguly had no justification for . 
bringing a criminal case against the Munsif, Babu Suresh 
Chandra Sen. ‘ 


(2) That Babu Satish Chandra Sen rebuked Babu Jnanendra 
Chandra Ganguly under provocation. 


(3) That the statement that the officiating peon, Sarat Chandra Sil, 
was to any degree exempted from serving processes was untrue. 


(4) That the case was instigated by the amla and peons of the Netro- 
: kona munsifi who had formed a clique to frustrate the reforms 
which were being introduced by Babu Suresh Chandra Sen 

assisted by Babu Satish Chandra Sen. 


(2) The inquiry was departmental. Evidence was not recorded. 


(f) Does not arise. 


. (g) Sarat Chandra Sil was a servant of and lived in the house of Babu 
Satish Chandra Sen. He was not in the Munsif’s service while officiating 


as a peon. 
(h) No. 
_ (*) No. 
‘(j) Does not arise. 


' (k) According to the recommendations of the committee above referred 
to, the District Judge censured the ministerial staff of the munsifi and trans- 
ferred the leaders of the clique, viz., the four sheristadars, the nazir, the naib 

_ nazir and the accountant. The District Judge, after taking an explana- 
tion from Babu Jnanendra Chandra Ganguly, punished him. 

_ (2) An application for a personal inquiry by the District Judge into 
the sues aceeeate was aes to the District J dis on the 10th io t, 
_ 1919, by Babu Mohini Mohan Dhar, a sheristadar of the Munsif’s Court, 
~ Netrokona. The application ‘contained allegations against .Babu Ananda 

. Hari Bysack, sheristadar of the District Judge’s Court. 
__.(m) and (n) The District Judge considered that the allegations made 
zainst Babu Ananda Hari —_ were vague and that no action was neces- 
y. The application, in so far as it dealt with the occurrence between the 
tand the nazir, was dealt with by the committee. Further inquiry 

in ecessary.”’ f ; ee feat ‘ ‘ ‘i 
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By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— Te nce eae en 
et, 2. . | 
The sheristadar (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what ‘panied has Babu 
rele ming Ananda Hari Bysack been the sheristadar of the District Judge's Court, 
iymensingh. Mymensingh? i 
My’ 6 
(b) Is it a fact that since 1917, one son-in-law of his, an onilinsiey. 
mega gn of the University, has been taken as Sub-Judge’s sheristadar on - 
70 and another son-in-law and a nephew have been taken as paid 
probationers and some other relations have been taken as copyists? — 


{c) Is it a fact that as a general rule senior and qualified ministerial 
officers are appointed to the post of sheristadar of Sub-Judges’ Courts ! 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
precedent for appointing an outsider as Sub-Judge’s sheristadar in mar 
_ Session of the claims of the senior and qualified officers in the service as was 
in the case referred to in clause (0b) 


(e) Were any applications invited from outsiders for the post referred 
to in clause (0) ¢ 


\ (f) Tf not, was there any special reason a5 adopting the special course 
followed i in the present. case ? 


(g) Is it a fact that there are only three Sra intervening between the 
sheristadars, District Judge’s Court, and the grade of the sheristadars of 
the Sub-Judge’s Court in the district of Mymensingh ¢ 


(h) Will the Government be pleased to furnish a list of relations and 
dependants of the sheristadars in the Civil Courts in the district of aren: 
singh and the place where they are posted ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. ey 


* (a) From 1906, 
(b) A son-in-law of Babu Ananda Hari Bysack was plane sherista- — 
dar i in the Sub-Judge’s Court, Mymensingh, in 1917. Another son-in-law 


"is a paid probationer in the Munsif’s,Court at Sadar. One of his nephews — 
' is a clerk in the Munsif’s Court at J amalpur. He has no rela}iens among — 


- the copyists. 
(c) Yes, ordinarily. 


(d) There are other instances in which outsiders have rane ap inted to , 
the post of sheristadar of a Sub-Judge’s Court. The rules provide that the 
appointment should be made by selection and not merely by seniority. 


(e) Yes. | 
(f) Does not arise. . seit 


(g) No. The post of Sub-Judge’s shscteiadbe on Rs. 10 i is in rae Vv. 
There are seven posts in grade V and four posts in grades I to IV. : 


(i) A list of the relations of the sheristadars of the Civil Courts’in’ 
district of Mymensingh and the places where they are oe des is laid o ei a 
table. "The information is not available regarding their Began: 
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Statement referred to.in the answer to clause (e) of Question No. & £: Bet 
(unstarred) asked on the 13th March,-1920. 


+ Cc 


The number of students who were refused admission to the Chittagong 
College in 1919, Z 













— Hindus. Muhammadans. Buddhists. Christians, 
res | See mama He Le ne ee Ae A Te 
Ist year se a 128 | 60. | 9 Nil 
2nd ,, by wa Nil Nil | Nie Nil 
‘i | } 
Brd ,, fib | 4a | 15 Nil Nil 
| . | 
Ath ,- ah a 7 aa 8 Nil Nil 
| 











‘By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — « 


6. 
(a) Will the Government. be pleased to state the age, qualifications Director of 
and industrial knowledge of the Director of Industries ? ; inden 
" What was his status and salary in the educational service ? 
c) Was he enjoying any allowance or other privileges up to the end of 
1919 besides the salaries mentioned in reply to Council question No. 24 
(unstarred) of 3rd February last? 
(2) Is it a fact that the Indian Munitions Board agrecd to pay one-third 
“of the salary of the Director for his services as Controller of Munitions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— ; ‘ 


“ (a) Mr. Meek is 35 years of age. For his qualifications and indus- . 
trial ee the Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to ques- 
tion No. 17 (IV) put by the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Dutt at the meet- 
‘ing of Council on the 5th March, 1920. 

(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the replies given to paragraphs 
(i), (vi) and (iit) of the same question. 3 

’_ (¢) (é) The post of Meteorologist, Calcutta, carries rent-free quarters 
with it. : 
(ti) The use, in conjunction with other Munitions Board officers, of 
‘the Munitions Board motor car or, while a private motor car was maintained, 


-an allowance of Rs. 150 per month. 
0. ” * * 


deity ' 


‘By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


7. %5 

__ (a) With reference to the recent communiqué issued+by the Secretary Manufacture of 
0 Manufacture Committee in regard to the prospects of the ra aber) way 
manufacture of drugs from Indian medicinal plants on a coramercial seale, plants. 

have the Go nt any idea as.to the extent of the possibilities of such - 
manufacture in i 


_ (b) What procedure do the said Committee Oa to follow in carry- 
‘ing on their inquiries, so far as Bengal is concerned oe 
3 ; piri D6) ; ‘ ‘oe 
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Questions and Answers. 
The Bengal Alluvial Lands Bill, 1920. 
Mr. Cumming. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


*“ (a) One of the objects of the appointment of the Drugs Manufac- — 
ture Committee was to investigate the possibilities of the manufacture of 
such drugs in India, and therefore in Bengal. Government are not there- 
fore prepared to answer the question. 


(b) Government will afford every assistance to the Committee in the 
conduct of its investigation; and they have already permitted the Secretary 
to it to communicate direct with the Heads of Departments subordinate to 
this Government in matters concerned -with its operations. Government 
lave no further information regarding the procedure of the Committee.’’ 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 


4 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 


THE BENGAL ALLUVIAL LANDS BILL, 1920. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming moved that the Bengal Alluvial Lands 
Bill, 1920, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson, the Hon'ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore, the Hon'ble 
Mr. G. N. Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin, ‘the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, the 
Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al- 
Mamun Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur and the mover, 
with instructions, to submit their report in time for its presentation at the 


August meeting of the Council. iisii=. 
: an 
Ry 
He said :— 


“My Lord, at the last meeting of this Council I had the honour to introduce 
the Bengal Alluvial Lands Bill, 1920. It does not appear necessary’ on the 
present occasion to add anything further to what I said on that occasion as 
to the necessity for ‘the proposed legislation. I therefore desire to move that 
“the Bengal Alluvial Lands Bill, 1920, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, the Hon'ble Sir Charles Stevenson- 
Moore, the Hon’ble Mr G. N. Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin, the Hon'ble — 
Mr, P. ©, Mittex, the Hon'ble Babu. Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, the 
Hon'ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy, the Honb’le Rai Sri Nath Ray | 
Bahadur and myself. 1 should like to add that it is not contemplated that 
mn Select Committee, if appointed, will sit before the first week of July 
next. " . . ’ Deen ‘eh i 


The motion was put and agreed to 





et 
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Revised \Financial Statement. 


Str Henry Wheeler ; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 


THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler presented the Revised Financial State- 
ment for Bengal for 1920-21.* 


RESOLUTIONS. 
APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS. 
ITEM No, |! 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was to have moved the follow- 
ing resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 20,000 be provided in the coming year’s budget 
for the improvement of the Comilla Hospital ; and . 

(6) that the said money be taken oat of the sum of Rs. 3,00,000 
provided for land acquisition for servants’ quarters of the 
Medical College or out of the sum of Rs.°2,75,000 provided for 
the land acquisition in connection with the hostel for - the 
Pig College or partly from the former and partly from the 
atter. ‘ r 


: 
‘The Hon’ble member being absent, the resolution went by default and 
was deemed to have been withdrawn. 


BS 


ITEM No. Il. 
. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following . 


resolution :— 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— : 
(a) that the sum of Rs. 6,500 allotted for the training of pupil-dais, 
ete., under “»4Ac—Medical” be raised to Rs. 15,000 and that 
Rs. 10,000 out of this amount be earmarked.for the training 
of dats in some of the important districts of the Presidency ; 
Pee tk Tey eee Wap cti po adpaie-hati, a , 
(6) that the excess amount of Rs. 8,500 be met by a deduction trom 
US the grant of Rs. 3,00,00) for the land acquisition of Medical 
é College servants’ quarters. A. 
\ 4 ; n ee 
° Not published in tiese proceedings 


. 
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He said :— 


“My Lord, it will be seen on reference to page 150 of the Civil Estimates 
that a sum of Rs. 6,500 is allotied for grants to pupil-dats, etc. Ido not know 
what particular proportion of this. amount is earmarked for the training of 
dats. It is well-known that one of the principal wants of this country is the 
provision of trained dads, for lack of which a large proportion of the infant 
mortality in this country is responsible. I do not wish to dilate much on this 
matter because this subject has been from time to time brought to the notice 
of Government not only in this Council but outside it. {am sure the import- 
ance of an adequate provision of trained dats is recognized by Government. 
I, therefore, move that this sum of Rs. 6,500-be raised to Rs. 15,000 and of 
this Rs. 10,000 be earmarked for the training of dats only. It would perhaps 
be: useful to have a separate item in the budget showing the amount of ;money 
spent for the training of dats. At present the estimates do not clearly 
indicate to the public the expenditure under this head. I, therefore, hope 
that this suggestion will be taken into consideration by your Excellency's 
Government.’ , 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said -— 


“My Lord, T have no wish to underrate the importance of the object on 
which the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur desires. this money to be 
spent, but it is not necessary to make the provision which he recommends, 
since funds of sufficient amount have already been allotted in the budget for 
this purpose. He himself has noticed that there is an item of Rs. 6,500 in 
the budget, and this is spent on 20 stipends to pupil-nurses and 8 stipends to’ 
dats who are trained in the Eden Hospital attached to the Mediéal College. 
Dais are also trained at the Mitford Hospital at Dacea, and, I think, at the 
Dufferin Hospital also. Apart from that there is a provision in the budget of 
Rs. 80,000 under the general head of child welfare, and although that is 
administered by the Sanitation Department, I am told by them that a large 
part of it will be spent on the training of dais. So much for the budget, and 
it will be seen that, in the aggregate, there are funds of something in the 
neighbourhood of Rs. 36,000, which, if thought desirable, could be applied. to 
this purpose, even though the activities of the Child-welfare Committee will 
doubtless take other.forms as well. 1 do not think therefore that there is any 
need to make a further provision of Rs. 10,000, and 1 could not agree’ to take 
away funds from the sum put aside for the acquisition of land for the servants’~ 
quarters at the Medical College, since without those servants’ quarters we 
shall not be able to open the extensions of the hospital, including the Eden 
Hospital, which are in progress. Apart from the efforts of Government in — 
this direction, I also find that money is given from the Victoria Memorial 
Scholarships Fund for the same purpose. Apparently it was spent in the 
beginning upon the training of indi nous dats at the Lady Dufferm, Howrah, 
Darjeeling and other hospitals, but the committee dseetea’ to its being spent on 
the training of dats on western lines, and the expenditure ceased, the a ney 
consequently being in deposit at the presert moment in the Bank of Bengal. — 
It seems to me that the position is unsatisfactory, and I will now ‘look up the ~ 
papers and see whether these funds can be made available. I would depre- 
cate specially earmarking any more.” : re ne igpae tas 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said-— == 

_. “In the first place I,am pleased to hear hat out of the Rs. 30,000 pro- _ 
vided for child welfare, a considerable jong ea be spent for the Ne 
dais. The civilestimates, which have been circulated to us, make no mention -_ 
of any specific amount that will be vate. Hew is a a and as far as 1. 


- 






ean gather from the Hon'ble Member's 


in 
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any definite information on this subject, but I hopo that a considerable 
- amount will be spent for tho training of dais, 1 do not know if the 
30,000 sanctioned for child welfare is a recurring expenditure. M 
object in moving’ this resolution is to have a separate head in the civil 
estimates for the training of dais, so that we may have a recurring sum 
every year. and we may watch what sum is spent and now many davs are 
trained every year. In view of tho fact that the matter has met with a 
sympathetic response from the Hon'ble Member, although he does not agree to 
the increase of Rs. 6,500 to. Rs 10,000 as there is a provision of Rs. 30,000 
for child welfare from which any additional amount required for the training 
of dais may be met, I do not press my point. I hope that this item will be 
kept in view and, if possible, Government. will be pleased to insert it in the 
civil estimates as the public take a keen interest in the matter. I beg leave 
to withdraw the resolution.” 


» Tho resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ITEM No. Ill. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following resolu- 
tion :-— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 25,000 be earmarked for anti-malarial survey 
of the area in the vicinity of Calcutta ; and ; 


(6) that the amount be met by the reduction of the provision of 
Rs. 1,00,000 for quinine under “ 24B—Sanitation ”, 


He said :— 

“This is a subject which has within the last few years been often 
pressed upon the attention of Government, and is now of much greater 
importance on accvunt. of the necessity now felt for the expansion of 
this city. It is well known that Calcutta is practically surrounded by 
a malarious zone, and that one of the chief causes of the congestion in the 
city is the unhealthy condition of the outskirts of Calcutta. Nothing can be 
done to improve these conditions especially in the area outside some of the 

- suburban municipalities unless Government take some vigorous steps to 
eradicate malaria from those places. In the north, excluding only to a 
certain detent do not say the whole—Uossipore, Chitpur, beyond that 
Baranagar, Panihati, Khurda, Kamarhati, ete., and in fact the tract on the 
east side of Barrackpore Trunk Road and on both sides of the railway line, 

* malaria prevails to such an extent that people are very unwilling to move 
there or even to live in their own homes in these places. Hundreds of residents 
_ of Calcutta come from that part of the country, being compelled to take their 
permanent abode in the city because they cannot live in their own homes 
under present conditions. As far as I gather from the report of the Sanitary 
Commissioner of Bengal the death-rate from fever in some of the places north 

_ of Caloutta is appalling. For instance, at Titagarh-out of 1,708 deaths I find 
1,261 were from fever, at Panibati 101 out of 331, Dum Dum 155 out of 356. 
It’ will be seen, therefore, from the figures which I have quoted from the 

| reports, and it will be admitted by all Hon’ble Members here present, that the 
state of things there is such that it will not be possible for people to go and 

_” reside there. I think therefore that the time has come for taking vigorous and 

active steps to rid this traet of country of malaria. If, my Lord, these places 

-— ¢ould be im d and j facilities—although this does not form part 

_. of the present resolution—were pro , I am sure a large number of the 

residents of Calcutta would be able to migrate there and take up permanent 
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residence there. This isa matter in which the municipalities cannot do much, - 
but the Government have at their disposal a number of expert Sanitary officers 
like the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal to whom we cannot feel sufficiently 
grateful for all that he has been doing in connection with work connected 
with the malarial scourge, Having regard to the fact that he and his 
colleagues are expert officers, and are in a’ much better position to take up 
this work, I would submit to Your Excellency that provision should be made 
for thie sum of Rs. 25,000 for the purpose of a survey of the tract of country 
in the vicinity of Calcatta. The sum may or may not be adequate, but, m 
Lord, I have not got any estimates before me, in fact the non-official Members 
labour under a great disadvantage because we cannot prepare estimates 
ourselves, nor is it possible for us to get these estimates from the Government. 
- Department before we send in our resolutions for the consideration of the 
Council. My object in putting this motion -is that a beginning may be made 
without delay from the ensuing year, and J am sure that if a further sum is 
required there will be plenty of savings during the current year under different 
heads, and Government will no doubt be pleased to make a further grant in 
order to meet this expenditure. With these words, my Lord, I beg to. 
commend this resolution to the consideration of the Council.” : 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said -— 


“My Lord, I consider the question of an anti-malarial survey in the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta as one of the utmost importance, As has already 
been observed, it will help towards a solution of the housing problem 
for the rich and poor alike. My Lord, I feel that it ig necessary to have a_ 
systematic investigation as to what steps should be taken to eradicate malaria, 
and the neighbourhood of Calcutta is eminently suited for a systematic 
investigation. The easy reach of the area from Calcutta will help the 
investigation. In the next place in the local population we have perhaps 
mon of greater. intelligence than we are likely to find in rural areas, and, 
lastly. | venture to think that it will pay all the municipalities concerned, 
_ the community generally and the Government if after proper investigation 
adequate and necessary steps be taken to eradicate malaria from these 
areas. But, my Lord, while 1 support the object. of the resolution, I desire 
to state that Ido not wish to identify myself with the proposal to take away 
Rs./25,000 from the one lakh provided for quinine, but if the Government. 
accept the substance of the resolution, | have no doubt that they will be 
able to find money for the ‘purpose, for after all the money required will not. 
be very much. With these words I desire to support the resolution.” ’ 


’ 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— 


“My Lord, Iam sorry I cannot see my way to support this resolution. In 
the first place, the resolution, as it stands, is self-contradictory, My .hon’ble 
friend wants Rs. 25,000 for a malarial survey, and he wants the money to 
be deducted from the expenditure on quinine, which is a necessary preventive 
for malaria and a cure for malaria itself. 1 think the idea is to spend the 
money particularly for areas within the. vicinity of Calcutta to the neglect 
of the mufassal. I think there is no necessity for a resolution like thi 
Your Excellency’s Government has been. interested in the question of malaria, 


and if I may say so, Sir, thekey-note of this Government from the start isto) : 
drive out malaria from this Bacar: and the provision for quinine. in the ne 


badget is for the same end w the Government have in view. Secondly, I 


think that a general survey of malaria has been made all over the provinee, 


think Caleutta. and. tho ‘suburbs will receive the same attention as the other 
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parts of the province. Unfortunately people of the metropolis on account of 
various difficulties “with which they are confronted, especially difficulties 
of accommodation, are anxious to find out outlets for the removal of their 
grievances, and they think that the question of the grievances of Calcutta 
and the suburbs are of very much greater importance than the questions 
which affect rural areas in other parts of the presidency. | therefore, my 
Lord, beg to oppose this resolution.” ; 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-- 


_ “My Lord, I candidly confess that I do not like the idea of taking away a 
quarter of a lakh of rupees from the provision that we have made for the 
distribution of quinine in the province, nor do I like the idea that this should 
be the case when we know that there are worse places than the vicinity of 
Caleutta which suffer from malaria. But I have consulted the Sanitary 
Department and I find that this year we have provided very liberally for the 
grant of quinine, and if we were to accede to the Rai Bahadur’s request, we 
would still’ have Rs. 25,000° more for the distribution of quinine than the 
amount we provided for in the present year’s budget. I therefore, on behalf 
of Government, am prepared to accept the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, [ have one explanation to offer. My object in suggesting .a 
transfer of Rs. 25,000 from quinine was because I presumed that a certain 
sum of money would be required for this area out of this.grant, and 
therefore that sum might be profitably employed for an anti-malarial survey. 


A's regards the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem’s observations, I am rather 
surprised that. my friend has raised, perhaps unwittingly, the question of 
the rivalry between Calcutta and its vicinity and other parts of the province. 
We are all interested in the welfare of Bengal as a whole, and therefore I 
have brought this motion for the improvement of a tract of country outside 
Calcutta, which is part of Bengal and which is peopled not by ‘the original 
residents of this place, but very largely by people coming from distant parts of 
Burdwan, etc. My hon’ble friend will see from the Census Report that a large 
proportion of the population of Calcutta consists of men coming from Western 
Bengal. Calcutta is the capital, although I regret to say not the capital of 
the whole of India, but still it is the capital of India for all intents and 
purposes and especially it is the capital of this presidency, and therefore if 
Oalcutta and ifs vicinity | are improved, my-hon'ble friend who lives for a con- 
siderable part of the yeat in Calcutta, and also his friends will be benefited 
because they have got to come to Calcutta for business and other purposes. 
With these observations I thank the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur for 
accepting my resolution.” 


- The motion was then put and agreed to. 


ITEM No. IV. 


as B. The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, in the absence of the Hon’ble Babu 
D acues Chandra Datta, moved the following resolution :— 


‘ 


eons Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


» (a) that asum of’ Rs. 4 lakhs be provided in the budget for financing 
_. the union boards constituted and proposed to be constituted 
under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act ; and 
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b) that a corresponding deduction be made in the estimated expendi~_ 
®) ture under the head “45—Civil Works in charge of the 


Public Works Department ” or in the Police Budget under the — 


head “ &xpenditure—20—Police.”’ 


(u 

He said :— ‘ 

“My Lord, in the absence of the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
I beg leave to move this resolution. In doing so, my Lord, I beg to observe 
that the object of the resolution is to bring before Your Exeelleney’s Govern 
ment the case of the village union boards. We are. not much concérned as 
from what source the money is to be found, although it has been the custom 
with the non-official Members in this Council to find out loopholes in 
the Police Budget and to try and see that the police expenditure does not 
go up by leaps and bounds. Previous attempts have failed, and we have 
found by experience that demands from the Police Budget have always failed 
80 I. would not press that point. The only thing to which I have to draw 
Your Excellency’s attention is the fact that when the Village Self-Government 
Act was passed, Government took upon themselves no fmancial responsibility, 
although some of us tried to put a little responsibility-on Government, bat. it 
was not accepted, but now that the boards are being constituted those whohave 
got any experience of rural Bengal will admit that it will be very difficult to 
put these boards in working order without some financial help from 
Government. The distriet boards will certainly contribute some amount of 
money for these boards, but they will not have sufficient money to make 
these boards work satisfactorily and bythe time théy impose fresh taxes so 
that the people may realize the advantages of these union boards it is necessary 
that they should be able to work satisfactorily and only can they call upon the 
people to contribute in the form of taxes. The sum usked for is a very 
modest amount of 4 lakhs for this presidency, and I hope and trust that Your 
Excellency’s Government will try and find the money for the financing of 
these village boards, and that something will be done in this current financial 
year.” x 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


finally ruled that such provision of committing the Government. to grants-in- 
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aid of this kind, or to bear a portion of the gost of the equipment required 


under this Act, could not be accepted. The present res ution has been. 
worded vaguely, and I do not think that the Hon'ble Maulvi Sahib has. been 
able to put very clearly what is the main object of it. It would be idle for 
Government to provide money when in the first place they have no applica- 
tions for grants-in-aid and there is no indication whatever of the purposes 
for which the grants would be used or how they would be distributed. It is 
for the union boards to decide what work they want to carry out during a 

year and to raise money by assessment sufficient for the purpose. If the 

works are beyond their means they can move the district boards for a 
special grant, and the district boards can then consider whether the works 

are really needed, and whether their cost is really beyond the resources of the 


« 


board. It is also up to any union or district board to ask Government. for 





is 


a special grant-in-aid, but Government cannot obviously put down alump 


sum like this without having any idea of what is actually required or w 
likely to be accepted. Secondly, the main reason for which I oppose t 5 
resolution is on the ground that the amount asked for is beyond all re: 


The total income of all union boards in 1918-19 was Rs. 239,000, of | 
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which Rs. 1,28,000 was contributed by district boards:and Rs. 58,000 was 


derived from self-taxation. It would be out of question.to expect Govern- . 


ment to contribute about double the present expenditure of the district 


boards, which in .1918 amounted only to Rs. 2,34,000. For these reasons it 


must be apparent to this Council that the proposal cannot be accepted, and 


I therefore beg to oppose it.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq said :— 


. “My Lord, I beg to support this resolution and although we have had an 
explanation of the position by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur. of 
Burdwan, [ think there are one or two matters which ought to be taken into 
consideration before a final decision is arrived at. In the first place, my Lord, 
it is necessary to remember that the union boards are going to be established 
under the Village Self-Government Act. I do not think it is necessary to 
take up the time of this Council by utging that in these village union boards 


we have really got. the beginnings of that responsible, government in the 


country to which we are all looking forward with so miuch faith and confi- 
dence. It is not merely the first step in the latter, but from every possible 
point .of.view it is by all means the most important. I do not think ‘it 


is necessary to’ waste the time of the Council by any lengthy speech if 


I were to urge that all possible means should be taken to make these 
union. boards the success which they ought to be from the very begin- 
ning. It has. got to be remembered that nothing succeeds like success, 
and at the same time it should also be remembered that nothing so 
much disheartens as failure, and that one unsuccessful experiment in this 
direction will retard for a very long time the progress of responsible govern- 
ment inthis country. ‘There is one matter which is generally overlooked; not 
merely by the Government, but also by the people, when criticisms are level- 
led at the self-governing institutions which we possess at the present moment 
under the Local Self-Government Act or under the Municipal Act. There 
have been certain instances, unfortunately, in which Government have had to 
intervene and to suspend the operations of the municipalities, and although it 


was not stated in so many words, the charge was at any rate levelled at these 


institutions that they had been failing in efficiency and that they had not been 
successful in satisfactorily discharging the trust that had been reposed in them. 
I do not. wish to take up the time of the Council by discussing those particular 
cases, but I have always had the opinion, and I say it with the utmost. confi- 
dence, that one of the main reasons for the failure of these municipalities 
to cope with their work has been the very insufficient means at their 
disposal for carrying out the duties that had been entrusted to them. 
Suppose, for a moment, that we asked these union boards to carry on the 
work that is going to be entrusted to them, and we allowed them to start 
with insufficient funds, it does not require any logic to convince either the 


Government or the public that in these circumstances the experiment of 


union boards would be’ foredoomed to failure. You ask the union boards 


' to take over from the local board the charge of rural roads, and you ask them 


' various sanitary problems, etc., and getting on with several other mattens, |. 


¥ 





entrusted to 
totell us that the sum that has been asked for, viz., 4 lakhs of rupees, is rather , 


we can accept that 


to take over the charge of looking after primary education within their area, 
you ask them to look after the health of the inhabitants and looking after 


without anybody coming forward to:see whether the means at the disposal 
of the union boards are likely. to be sufficient for the work that is going to be 
them. ‘The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has been pleased 

more than is at present the contribution made to the district boards. I think, 
resumably, he wants to make that as an argument that the sum that 


has been asked for is much too excessive. I submit, my Lord, that before 


t argument, we have got to concede that the contribution. 
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that is being made by the district boards. now is sufticient, -and T want 
to cut short the discussion by saying at once that I do not: consider that the 
contribution made by the district boards is at all sufficient. The | ict 
boards have not done their duty to the union boards, and I do ‘not 
expect in the present circumstances of the finances of the distriet boards 
that they will be able, even if they wanted to, to sufficiently finance ‘these 
union boards. What after all is going to-be the source of income i 
these union boards? I have not got a copy of the Act. I am spea 
from memory, but I think the income is derived from. fines imposed by 
union courts and union benches, also the receipts. from the fines imposed in - 
the pounds and ferries, then the chaukidari taxes realized by them, and as 
the Hon'ble the. Maharajadhiraja bas told us, they can raise money, if 
possible, by additional taxation and by asking the,district boards for grants, 
and, lastly, they can come up to the Local Government. 


Now, as regards fines imposed, which is the first item, one can ‘easily 
imagine that the income will’ not be very much under that head, taking into 
account the possible number of cases that are likely to crop up and’ the 
number of fines imposed we do not expect that people in villages will goon 
infringing the law and allow themselves to be hauled up before the village 
bench, and allow themselves to’be fined, simply because it is necessary to 
swell the finances of the union boards. As regards pounds and ferries, 
unless people become very careless about their cattle and people take it into 
their heads to cross rivers more often than necessary, I de not think the income 
under those heads will be much. As regards chaukidari taxes, we know 
that this income is not of a very appreciable character. Then comes that 
interesting point—raising money by taxation. It is all very well to say, .* Go 
and raise money by taxation’, but the point must not be lost sight of that 
although the income may not be quite sufficient, it is not possible for the 
people to bear any more burdens of taxation. — If you raise the chaukidari tax, 
you will do so only by inflicting another burden on the people which they 
cannot bear. Then comes the question of asking the district boards for 
grants. As I have already submitted, district boards have .not got enough 
money to spare, and as at present, the case has been that the district boards 
generally find themselves on the horns of a dilemma. Are they to “spend 
money on education, or on building bridges over canals? There have been 
many cases in which it was found that they had to look for funds from 
outside. Then remains the last resort—an appeal to Government,,and I think ~ 
it is the only resort available to the union boards for keeping their work going. 

As the case stands, there ‘can be no doubt that the union boards will 
have to come up to Government for help, and if that is going to be the case, 
why not make a beginning now. Let them have funds, let them have a 
start, and if they ‘do not succeed, then it will be time enough to say 
that the experiment has been a failure. I submit that it. is not wise, it is 
not fair to start these ‘inion boards, saddling them with heavy tespon- — 
sibilities, ani allowing them to begin the work with insufficient resources. — 
- There is nothing that conduces s0 much to failure as the want of the reale 
Sinews of war. 1 know in this particular case, Government will be lty of 
a gross breach of faith to the people, if they do not allow funds. to be placed — 
dt the disposal of these union hoards, in order to afford all possible facilities 
for carrying on the work that is going to be entrusted to thom. I submit 
that since the Government will have to give the money, at some future time, 
let them provide the money now. Before sitting down I have got to consider © 
another point. A Ap tein re ‘been made that it may be taken from the 
Public Works or the Police Budget. So far as T am concerned | have always _ 
held that the expenditure on the Police Department + Pie igs cagbiaesic i has 
gone.up since my life in this Council'from about 81 lakhs to the record figure 
‘of a crore and a half this year. It may be that there will be great opposition _ 
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if Itouch a single farthing under this head, but that is the best source 
from which we can get money. I beg to support this resolution, and I hope 
the Hon’ble Member in charge will reconsider the matter,” 


ae MALL AS i matt 
‘The Hon'ble Maulvi Abu! Kasem said :— 

_ “My Lord, I regret very much that the Hon'ble Member in charge has 
not found it convenient to accept the resolution, and that he is not prepared 
to make any provision in the budget for financing the village self-governing 
‘boards. The Hon’ble Member in charge has been pleased to observe that the 
matter was thoroughly discussed in this Council when the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Bill was before it, and it was definitely settled that Government would 
undertake no financial responsibility in the matter. Certainly that is so, and 
I said so when I moved the resolution. But, my Lord, the inpression left on 
my mind, at any rate by the discussions that took place when the Bill was in 
this Council, was that although Government undertook. no financial responsi- 
bility, they would come to our help, if help was needed, and emboldened with 
that hope which was held out to us, 1 ventured to move this resolution in 


. the absence of my friend. 


In the second place, the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has been pleased»to 
observe that no application has been received either from the district boards 
or from the union boards for this purpose, and that they are just the persons 
who should first move in the matter. I want to remind the Hon'ble Member 
in charge that the union boards are just now being constituted and they are 
not yet in existence. Burdwanis perhaps the first district in Bengal where the 
Act was introduced, and so far as I know no other board has been constituted 


‘in the presidency. They are under constitution. Insome cases elections have 


; 


been held and some have been notified). Soit-was not possible for any of these 
boards which are now in existence to approach Government. The men who 
have been elected to these, union boards or who will form.the new boards have 
at any rate no idea at present of what the work will be and they will have 
to be guided by the Government officials. - Certainly the district boards 
will come to their help, but the resources’ of the district boards are still 
more limited, and they have got on their shoulders many important works 
for which they do not find money, and I do not think that the district boards 
could have possibly now come forward with an application for the help of 
these union boards which are now being created. 


Thirdly, the ‘Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has been pleased to 
observe that these union committees collected Rs. 58,000 and the district - 
boards paid Rs. 1,28.000, but perhaps he forgets that the figures given were 
for, the union committees started and established under the Local Self- 
Government Act, which were very few in number and perhaps their number 
was very limited, about 8 or 10 in a district, whereas the village self- 


, governing boards are very numerous in number,: perhaps in every chaukidari 


union in the presidency there will be a village board. Therefore the money 
that hi will collect. themselves and the money that the district boards may 
be called upon to contribute for their expenses would be much larger than 
what has been the. case with the union committees. Union committees 
were of yery little importance and very few in number. Secondly, they are 


now collect will be practically wholly spent on the chaukidars 


8a oe the tenance of chaukidars and dafadars.. The chaukidari 
Py rt " 8 ‘will 





haye to make fresh taxation for the purpose of keeping their 
ing. My ~ friend has mentioned about some fees ‘to be realized, but 
be absurd to expect, an institution to be run simply on the hope of 
inancial liabilities by fines imposed for negligence or commission of | 
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I am sorry, my Lord, that the resolution has not been accepted, but at 
the same time I hope and trust that when these boards are formed and when 
they come up to Government for help, at least the Government will come to. . 
their rescue, and unless that is done, as has been observed by my friend to 
the left, the village self-governing bodies would not work satisfactorily, and 
thus the first ladder towards responsible government will be doomed to failure. 
I have nothing more to add. There is scarcely any chance of this resolution 
being carried, but it iv a matter of regret to me that when the Bill was under 
discussion. we were left with the impression that Government would come to. 
their financial aid if it was needed: So the present hope, which I have 
expressed that some money will be provided for these boards, is also hoping 
against hope.” i 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— ce 


“My Lord. I would just like to say one thing. I do not think in my 
speech I ever intended to convey the idea that Government would never give 
any assistance, but the whole point is this. When the Maulvi Sahib himself 
said that in the Burdwan district even now union boards had not been formed 
under the Act, surely he could not expect Government to provide, without 
considering what the demands may be,a fancy sum of Rs. 4 lakhs in the 
budget. I do not think that is a proper way of financing, and I do not see, 

. my Lord, how it could be possible for Government to hold out any promise | 
until they had conerste proposals for help before them. For these reasons I 
am unable to provide the money in the present budget.” 


The motion was,then put and lost. 


is ITEM No. V. 
The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
resolution :— ; 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— om 


(2) that suitable provision be made in next year’s budget for 
meeting the charges for improving the pay and prospects of the 
higher branches of the Subordinate Educational Service 3 and 


(>) that the sum required be met for next year from the allotment 
made for lump pfovision for Sanitation. Ht 


. 


He said :— , 


. 


_ “My Lord, so far as I remember, an assurance was given some time age in 
this Council that the question of the improvement of the pay and status of the — 
‘members of the Subordinate Educational Service would be taken up when the 
question of the Imperial and. Provincial ‘Educational Services could be con- 
sidered as the former was not dealt with by the Public Services Commission. 
Now that the question of the other two services is being considered, I think 
it 18 time that the question of the Subordinate Educational Service should also 
be taken up. I do not know whether anything has yet been done or any pro- _ 
_ posal has yet been matured and submitted to the higher authorities for 
- Sanction, lut I think it is high time that something should be done for the * 

low-paid officers of this service. I have proposed ‘the ‘improvement of the 
higher branches of the Subordinate Educational Service first as both the — 
grades cannot be considered together. It’ is really an economic qu tion of 
great importance as jn these days of high prices of foodstuffs and other _ 
necessaries of life it is very difficult for the members of this service to 
meet their necessary expenditure. I have therefore suggested that the lump _ 
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; provision for sanitation may be touched for any amount that may be ‘aigateoa 


in.the next year. The provision of propet fooding is an important charge 
upon sanitation and so I have suggested this item. I hope this question 
should no longer be delayed. 


With these few words I beg to commend the resolution to the acceptin 
of Your Excellency’s Government and tine Council.” 


‘The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, Government are fully alive to the requirements of the Sub- 
ordinate Tid vcatiocal Service. As'the Hon’ble Member knows the Secretary 
of State has only recently passed orders about the reorganization of the Indian 
Edueational Service and the Provincial Educational Service, but the details 
have yet to be filled in and it has to be decided what posts should be removed 
from the Provincial Educational Service to the Indian Educational Service 
and. from the Subordinate to the Provincial. Till this has been done it is 
quite impossible ‘to take up the question of reorganizing the Subordinate 
Educational Service as we do not know what posts would have to be provided 
for.’ It would, therefore, be impossible to estimate the amount which would 
be required. it has yet to be decided what the different, grades should be, 
what’ posts they should include and what the pay should be of such posts. | 
do not think, therefore, that at the present moment Government can possibly 
provide for any sum of money in the way the Hon'ble Member desires. All 


' that I can promise is that as soon as we have been able to go through the 





question of the posts in the Indian Educational Service and the Provincial 
Kducational Service, we propose to appoint a Committee to go into the 
question of the Subordinate Educational Service, and I therefore request the 
hon’ble mover of this resolution that under these circumstances he would 
be wise to withdraw his resolution,” 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, I am grateful to the Hon'ble Member in charge for the 
assurance that has been ‘given, and Ido not think it will serve any useful 
i ose to press my resolution. As the matter is engaging the attention 

overnment, I think it better to withdraw the resolution.” 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. . 


ITEM No. VI. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, in the absence of the Hon’ble Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta, moved the following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that the sum of Rs. 1 lakh provided for primary education ii in the 
mufassal be raised to Rs. 2 lakhs ; and 

(6) that this amount be met by reducing ma estimated sx pidieane for 
pee education in Calcutta from Rs. 3 lakhs to Rs. 2 lakhs. 


He said : — 


sat My Lord, aia isa illite which might be to some extent construed 
to mean a rivalry between the mufassal and the metropolis, but it has been 
placed before the Council not in that. spirit. We only want that the expendi- 


_ ture on primary education in the mufassal be increased by another lakh and 
oy ~~ in “order to find out the sum we have touched upon the money ake 
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for the same purpose in the city of Calcutta. ‘We would have been very glad 
if we could lay our hands on something else, but this was found to be most 
convenient by the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta because nobody would 
oppose it. ' ae: 
In the first place, my Lord, I submit that in Calcutta the people are. 
wealthy and they can afford to pay for education. and besides that they havea’ 
very rich Corporation to help them, whereas in the mufassal the municipali- 
ties, a8 has been observed by my friend to the left, aré in a very bad 
financial condition, and besides the people in the rural area cannot afford to . 
y money for their education. Those who have bad anything to do with the 
Deisaemont of Education know that the real difficulty for the extension of 
primary education in the mufassal has been the want of money to meet the 
expense. The Department of Education comes forward with a grant of a small 
amount for these primary schools when they have been established and they 
have to follow certain rules which insist on the provision of suitable staff, 
furniture, maps, books and other necessary articles : but the local people. poor 
as they are—and what is more they have not got much education—do not 
understand the advantages of au extension of primary education, and those 
people who are wealthy and well-to-do in the mufassal prefer for various 
reasons to go and live in the city and they have very little concern with the 
land where they and their forefathers were born, but that cannot be helped. 
Therefore the humble suggestion is made that this money, the sum of one 
lakh, be raised to two lakhs and the amount be met from that allotted for. 
the city of Calcutta. I hope and trust the city of Calcutta will not suffer by ° 
it because the people are better cultured and more intelligent and they are 
much more wealthy than the people in rural areas, and therefore I trust that 
there will be no opposition. The financial question rests with the Director 
of Public Instruction and I hope he will try to find out the money wanted, 
for Caleutta either from the local people or from the Corporation and that. he 
will increase the Government grant for the mufassal by another lakh so that 
ie om help the extension and expansion of primary education in the 
mufassal. : 


My Lord, in fact, the Primary Education Bill, which was passed in this 
Council, will practically remain a dead letter owing to its provision for the 
imposition of an education cess. I believe I am not far wrong when I say 
that almost all the municipalities have either refused to introduce the Act in 
their area or have asked for substantial grants from Government for the 
purpose. It is very difficult to find in a municipal town a majority of two- | 
thirds who support the idea of the extension of primary education because 
they are not, willing to pay the educational cess, If that is the case with the 
municipal areas the case of rural areas is worse. I therefore submit, my Lord, 
that this resolution should be accepted by Your Excellency's Government.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said -— 


epee 4 Lord, although my friend began his observations by saying that if he 
1s moving the resolution on behalf of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta he is not 
doing so in a spirit of rivalry to Calcutta, all the arguments that he has 
adduced controvert his profession. My Lord, with the object which the 
resolution has in view, Tam sure, every one here has the fullest sympathy. 
Those who were members of the Finance Committee are well aware of the 
fact that this matter was raised and discussed in the Committee, and, if T 
remember aright,.it was said that no scheme had come up from any of the 
‘Municipalities or at least from a large proportion of the municipalities 
concerned. So far as Calcutta is concerned, a fully matured scheme. Was. 
submitted by the Calcutta Corporation and it had been under consideration 
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for a long time. The Corporation has earmaked a certain sum of money in © 

_ order to carry out the scheme not only this year but for two or three years 
st and Government very reasonably came forward to help, or rather to - 
* co-operate with, the Corporation in introducing pritnary education in Caleutta. 
But what is the situation in the mufassal? Is there any scheme from any 
municipality or from the municipality of Burdwan of which the Hon’ble 
Maulyi Abul. Kasem may be a member which has been forwarded to Govern- 

- ment? So far as I could gather from what was stated from the Government 
side, Government Were quite willing to help the mufassal municipalities if 
they came forward with some definite schemes, but none came. “This lump 
sum of one lakh was simply budgetted in case any municipality should 
come up later on with a reasonable scheme for the introduction of primary 
education in its area. I am sure that if a large number of municipalities 
- come forward with definite proposals for the introduction, of primary educa- 
‘tion, Government would be pleased to find the required’sum. ‘he longing 
eye of my friend need not be cast or the Calcutta Corporation “because after 
all ‘the Corporation is not taking away anything from the mufassal muni- 
cipalities. There is a lump sum provision of one lakh, but if it is found insuffi- 
cient and the mufassal municipalities come forward with definite schemes 

further funds may be made available.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said :-— 


“My Lord, I beg to support this resolution, and in doing so I want to 
make a confession which my friend Maulvi Abul Kasem shrank from ° 
making. I will plainly say, my Lord, that if I were to bring ‘forward a 
suggestion of this character, 1 would certainly do so mainly on the ground 
that Calcutta seems to be very favourably treated’ in comparison with the 
mufassal. In other words, if a sum of Rs. 4 lakhs is going to be spent for the , 

‘improvement of primary education, it is unfair to the mufassal to be allotted 
one lakh which will be distributed between all the municipalities scattered 
over all the presidency and to allot 8 lakhs to Calcutta. The natural division 
would be half and half—2 lakhs each, if not,3 lakhs for the mufassal: as 
against | lakh for Calcutta. If by these remarks I lay myself open to the 
charge of zealousy of the metropolis as a mufassalite, | am quite prepared 
to face it and [ will not be afraid: of laying myself open to that charge. 


In the first place, the facilities for primary education in Calcutta are 
far more numerous than in ihe mufassal, and this is to be deplored because 
of the fact that the needs of the mufassal are so much greater than those 
of Calcutta. If it is the object to dispel, ignorance and prejudice by the 
spread of. primary education, we could not do better than take all 
possible means to foster the spread of primary education in places outside 
the presidency town. Calcutta has the least need of it and at the same 
time Calcutta is more fully equipped with resources for taking into hand - 
the almost gigantic task which the spread of primary education entails. The 
heeds of the mufassal are greater and it therefore follows; as between 
these two, if any party has to receive any help from Government, mufassal ° 
should come in first, and if any balance remains that may go to Calcutta. 
My friend, the Hon’blé Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur has come forward with 
the usual query, ‘How can you ask for a further allotment of one lakh having 
regard to the fact that you have not formulated any definite proposals’? To 

that I say, let the money come, and the proposals will be forthcoming. Pro- 

- posals have not béen forthcoming because the municipalities know that even 
- if they were to «ome forward with proposals they will not be able to find 
the money. It is open under the Act for municipalities to start operations 

_ according to the provisions of the Primary Education Act, but most of the 
municipalities have perhaps held their hands because. of the fact that they 
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know sufficient fands would not be forthcoming. At any rate, it is never 

a sound way of disposing of a question like this simply by saying’ that no « 
proposals are forthcoming. Tt may be the particular case of the Burdwan — 
municipality, that they are slow and are taking time t6 consider, but that does 
not prevent the allotment being made in the budget for meeting those pro- 

_ posals when they do really come. Then we have been asked,‘ Are any 
schemes ready?’ As in. the ‘other case, I would’ say that schemes would 
be ready only when the money is ready. Ido not wish to take up the time 
of the Council. The proposal here made does not affect the total allotment ‘ 
that has been made for primary education. - It is only suggesting a cha 
between the claims-of Calcutta and the mufassal, as suggésting that the 
-money should be divided half and half between the mufassal and Calcutta. 

{ submit that this is a very fair proposal, and by opposing this proposal the 
people of Calcutta will lay themselves open to the charge that they are un- 

.. mindful of raral interests and things in the mafassal, They do not know the 

condition of things there and therefore they. are not aware how necessary it 
is to help these movements in the mufassal. With these few words I beg to 
support the resolution.” sip es aban 


ee 


"The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said:— 


“My Lord, I wish to say a few words with reference to this resolution. 
As Your Excellency knows the Primary Education Act was passed in March 
. 1919, but no steps, no active steps, have yet been taken by. Government for 
the development of primary education in mufassal municipalities.. At first we 
thought that a suin of Rs. 5 laklis would be allotted this year for the develop- 
. ment of primary education in mufassal municipalities, but now we find that only 
a sum of one lakh has been provided for the purpose. Probably we will be told 
that schemes are not ready, and that proposals have not been sent to Govern- 
ment. As amatter ‘of fact Iknow that from some municipalities, proposals 
have been sent to the educational authorities, but they have been returned by 
them on the ground that the proposals are not. satisfactory and that proper 
statistics have not been given, though I know in some cases it is the educational 
authorities who have supplied these statistics andthelped the municipalities in 
framing these proposals. ‘he real fact is that some of the’members ol the 
Education Department are not very friendly disposed, Iam sorry to say, 
towards San otra bent of primary education in the mufassal, I shall give 
one single instance. I know there are one or two sub-inspectors of . schools 
under’ the district deputy inspector of schools. I personally asked the 
Director of Public Instruction (not Mr. Hornell, who was then on leave) to 
have at least in each district one or two additional sub-inspectors to help 
municipalities in framing their proposals. What was the result? In the- 
district of the 24-Parganas there is only one sub-inspector of schools. I asked 
Mr, Dunn to give us three additional sub-inspectors ; their pay would be only 
Rs. 50 or Rs. 60 each, What did/hesay ? He said that he was not in a.position 
to give us any officer, but that he would try and see what could. be done. 
Nothing was done. There are about 24 municipalities in the district of the 
24-Parganas and one single sub-inspector has to look after the work of the 
district board primary schools; and over and above that, he. has to look _ 
after the work of the municipal primary schools. He cannot ‘satisfactorily © 
carry onthe work. 1 think more sympathy is required from the educational 
authorities. to frame these schemes, and unless this is done, the Primary | 
Education Act will remain a dead letter and even this one lakh of rupees 
will not be used. So while fully actin the first part of the resolution, 
Ll is, " t ra Y ~ Ey 12 ne x ‘3 
_ Corporation has already provided 5: niece hens own funds 
the,way and so it is only. fitting that Government should al 
Corporation with some er on Parr. neaning i 
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Government “contribution of 3 lakhs to 2 lakhs. No doubt the Caleutta 
Corporation is a very rich municipality. [t has got a surplus of about 45 
lakhs this year. They do not knowhow to spend the money, and so they 
contributed 5 lakhs of @it towards primary education. Goyernment ought — 
to help the municipalities with contributions, but I cannot support that part 
of the resolution by which it is sought to reduce ¢he contribution to the 
Calcutta Corporation. ” ' 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 


“Your Excellency, I did not intend to address the Council on this 
subject, but for some observations which have fallen from the Hon'ble Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray who, of course, is in a position to speak on matters of 
this kind with some degree of authority. I happen however to know some- 
thing about the position of the South Suburban Municipality® which my 
hon’ble friend has worthily represénted for the last seven years in this 
Council, and with which he is still connected. His municipality which 
is closest to the tdwn of Caleutta, has failed up to this'time in submitting 
areturn of the number of pupils which the municipality expect will be able 
to join the number of proposed primary schools within the limits of that 
municipality, though that municipality has been repeatedly asked todo so. 
It is just a year ago that the Primary Kducation Act was passed in this 
Qouncil under the able guidance of my hon'ble friend, but so far as_ his 
municipality is concerned it has been adead letter up to this time, and 
one feels some difficulty in understanding the excuse put forward that the 
educational authorities failed to appoimt a sub-iaspector of schools, tempo- 
rarily for three months, to do this business for the South Suburban Muni- 
cipality. -Is the South Suburban municipality so poor in talent, in 
intelligence, not to be able to supply the statistics required? | should have 
hesitated to stand here at the present moment had I not been furnished with 
the information as regards the exact situation by a man in authority in that 
district. ‘Therefore I respectfully submit that it is no use allotting more than 
one lakh of rupees for the “promotion of primary education in the mufassil 
municipalities because they have by their past conduct shown themselves to 
be very lethargic, and as for taking away the sum of money which the 
Finance Committee hgve allotted for the promotion of primary education in 
Calcutta, for the purpose of promoting the same thing in the rural areas, it 
would be perfectly useless judging from the state of things disclosed. There is 
no gainsaying the fact that ‘the Caleutta Corporation have been ready with, 
schemes for the promotion of primary education in the town of Calcutta, and 


they are also ready with funds and they seek aid in this matter. They have , 


got large liabilities and they have also got a very large amount of debts ; so 
that it does not follow if their income is considerable, over one crore and half 
of rupees, that they should therefore be deprived of aid which they are justly 
_ entitled to from the State.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, having risen, the President 
asked : f F 
“Does the Hon'ble Member wish to make a personal explanation ?” 


“The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray ‘said —~ 
“Yes, my Lord, only a personal explanation... What my hon’ble friend 
has said about the South uburban Municipality is not correct. As a matter 
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of fact, a scheme was framed and submitted either in August r September — 
last, and I really-do not know who has given my hon’ble friend the informa-. 
tion that a scheme was not submitted to Government in time. Either he . 
has drawn from his own imagination, br his iiformant: has not. given him true 
information,” 


. 


- 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, I must confess the debate has been most interedting. Of 
course the hon’ble mover of the resolution and the gentlemen who followed. 
him have been so sentimental of late that I can appreciate their sentiments 
running away with them to-day in connection with the question of mufassal 
versus Calcutta. But I do not think it is the correct. attitude to take up on 
the present eccasion. Inthe first place, what is tie position regarding the 
mufassal ? It is this, that it is not as if the Government were unwilling to 
make any contribution, but that not knowing what schemes are likely to come 
up during the year, Government have not been able to put down a large 
sum of money: In fact, probably, even the lakh of rupees that. has been 
provided should not have been there, but the reason that it has been put ines 
simply that Government may not be accused of backing out from the promise 
of supporting primary education in the mufassal. We have at the present 
moment got only two proposals from the mufassal municipalities and I] am 
rather surprised that the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray in trying to make 
out a case simply because his scheme was sent back by the Education Depart- _ 
ment as not being complete, should accuse the Education Department of being © 
unsympathetic towards the whole question of primary education in the mufassal. 
I know from exprience that the Education Department is constantly kept busy 
with the question of these primary schools in the mufassal, and I can bear 
testimony to the fact that Mr. Hornell is constantly devoting his attention to — 
these primary schools or projects, when he goes to the mufagsal on tour, and I 
do not think it is quite fair to make this accusation against the Edueation 
Department. What, however, we.are concerned with to-day is this. Is the 
provision of one lakh of rapees in the budget sufficient for the demand that 
may be made on fhe Government from the mufassal municipalities ? I say 
it i8 sufficient. That being so, that disposes of the question as to whether: 
more funds should be provided. All I can say is, I can aseure the Hon'ble 
Maulvi Abul Kasem that there is no intention on the part of Government to 
bagk out of their share in providing for primary education in the mufassal. He 
and his friends have only got to watch and see what we are able to contribute 
from this lakh of rupees in the next yerr. If we can spend the whole of it~ 
there will be ample time for Members of Council for agitating for large sums 
of money to be provided in the budgets to come. - 


Now, I shall turn to the question of Calcutta. I do not think there is 
any question of rich and poor as has'been mentioned by the Hon’ble. Maulvi 
Abul Kasem in this matter. Government are willing to help where schemes 
have been crystalised. Here we have a scheme which has been crystalised 
by the Calcutta Corporation, which has been examined by the Education 
Department and which, Government in duty hound, should help. That being | 
so, I do not think it .s at all fair to try and take away the money srowded 
for the Calcutta Corporation. I think TI have explained enough, my Lord, and 
I hope it will be taken in good faith that the amount provided for for the. 
mitfassal municipalities is quite adequate for our present purposes, and that 


therefore there is no need either. to, rob Caleutta of another lakh, or to 


provide a lakh from elsewhere, 
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For these reasons I am unable to accept this resolution.” — aud 
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“My Lord, I again admit that I am sorry that this resolution has not been 


' sastablet: by the Hon‘ble MemLer_ in charge. +J can say that I do not agree 





with the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur that Calcutta deserves more encouragement 
and more money because they have got a crystalised scheme ready which 
has been examined by the Hon'ble Member in charge and by the Education 
Department and found to be quite satisfactory. My argument in the very 
beginning when | asked for this increased allotment, was that the mufassal 
municipalities have not ventured to put forward any schemes, matire or 
immature, for fear that they will not have any financial’ support, and if they 
were assured of financial support from the Government many schemes will be 
forthcoming. Reference has been made to mufassal municipalities, and 
their incapacity to prepare schemes. I admit, my Lord, that they are negli- 
gent in this matter. I have experience in the Burdwan Municipality, in the 
constitution of which at least the people of Burdwan have had no hand. 
The Burdwan Municipality~ is now formed of members appointed by Govern- 
ment, and it will be a matter of surprise to the members of this Council to 
learn that when the question of primary education came up before that body, 
‘it was found that a special meeting was necessary to decide whether an 
education cess should be imposed or not. The meeting was called*but no 
quorum was formed. If this isthe case in a municipality the Commissioners 
of which are appointed by Government and who are supposed t6 be the best 
available men in the whole municipal area, what would be the result in : 
an ordinary body inthe mufassal. he very. fact that because the Municipal 
Commissioners are careless or negligent, or aro unable to pay money for the 
extension of primary education, I think that is the very reason why Govern- 
ment should come forward with assistance and help for that purpose. ‘The 
“questioa of rich and poor arose inthis way. The rich can help themselves, 
but the poor want help from outside, but after the statement made by the 
Hon’ble _Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan for which we, the people of the 
mufassal are to some extent grateful, that whenever schemes are ready and 
submitted to Government assistance will not be denied to them, I may say 
that that will serve our ;urpose. We are vot anxious to reduce the grant 
to Calcutta simply because we want’ more money for ourselves. We 
thought that a little reduction of the amount to be paid to the wealthy 
Caleutta Corporation will not burt them much, but after the statement _ 
madeé by the Hon’ble Member in charge, I beg leave to withdraw my 
resolution.” ; 

~~ The resolution was then. by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


“ae «ITEM No. VIL. 


The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari was to have moved the 
following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the SS in Council — 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 8, 000 be provided in the budget for sehilicattipe 
: at Rs. 80 a month, tobe awarded to eight passed B. E. graduates 
é of the Bengal Civil Engineering College for further training in 
andaeh selected mining works, cotton mills, inte mills, docks and 

: harbour works ; and 
(6) “ron the. Ses oiidihcire be! inet “from -the budget _ provision of 
Rs. 2,00,000 set apart for the Civil Enginpering vollaae exten- 

sion at Sibpur. 
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“My Lord, this resolution seeks to ensure a natural Sequence, so to 
speak, of the promising field-which Your Excellency’s Government is providing 
for industrial education. In this debate, my Lord, education always looms. 
large, very properly, because there is no more real politics than education in’ 
all its aspects. Owing to the action that has been taken in connection *with 
the Imperial and Educational Services no suggestions regarding them have 
been found necessary this year. We have already disposed of the question of ° 
the Subordinate Educational Service, and through the good offices of the 
hospital-hearted Hon'ble Maulvyi Abul Kasem, the question of primary 
education has also had enough attention at the hands of the Council. Now. 
remains the question of industrial education. Commercial, industrial and 
agricultural education has been engaging considerable public attention and the 
attention of the University authorities. The Sibpur Engineering College is 
now the Bengal Engineering College and the’ prospects of the Kanchrapara 
Workshop seems to be hopefal. General provision for the technical institute 
will fill a large place as also the nautical school about, which a committee has 
been appointed. The Kanchrapara Institute is somewhat in the position of a 
whip without a horse in certain respects because of the omission of the 
general staff, which I am sure will be corrected in time. ; 

I propose in} this resolution to find the lost link as it were in the chain 
and that is to give an effective and thorough training at the end of the 
engineering course at the Bengal Engineering College. Wight years ago, a 

great engineer told me in England * for ordinary- purposes, your countrymen 
need never come abroad. Your educational institutions, if bettered, will do 
a great deal, and the works that you have ia your own country will do the rest 
in the way of training.’ ‘It t that. final and comprehensive training that is 
the objective of this resolution, which should"be assured. We have'no lack 
of brick and mortar engineers from our colleges, but when we want to deal 
with industries that are springing up in all parts of the country, that we find 
real difficulty. Reliable engineers with general -attainments are not lacking 
and they themselves would be very glad to have workshop training. There 
are the Tata engineering works and industrial concerns like the Banga 
Lakshmi Cotton Mills, which ean impart such training ; but there is always the - 
question of financing the apprentices during the time of their traming. 
Formerly, we used to have one or two scholarships in connection with mining’, 
engineering, but since the opening of the mining schools which are doing 
subordinate work, this has been done away with. To find some reniely for 
this state-of things I gave notice of this resolution, and I thought that\our 
docks and harbours and railways will be able to doa great deal in the way 
that I have in mind. I hope the matter will engage the attention of the 
Government and of the authorities concerned. I have consulted men who 
know the details of these institutions and there are serious practical difficulties 
in the way of effect being given to this resolution immediately even if it be 
carried and accepted. I would therefore ask Your Excellency’s permission 
to withdraw the resolution, with the hope that the matter will engage the 
gig of the-Government,”” +E a ee 
The resolution, was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn: ~~ 
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(a) that a sum of Rs. 15, be provided in next year's budget for . 

; » the construction of ‘quarte + Sarai aiijeaues for the P. N. 
Girls’ School at Rajs BME oe a onal ah Ryn teak 


+ 


' 


¢ 


ee 5 y - —" ~ Saw Ie : ‘ 
aaa ae ee ig: Os i ; 
» 7 , : Ad + ho Py 


= a4 4 a ‘ X 
Parr IVA] THE CALOU'TTA GAZETTE, MARCH 31, 1920. 215, 





Revised Financial Statement. 
Babu Krlag Mohan Chaudhuri ; Mr. Hornell. 


(6) that the said sum be met from the sums allotted for works in 
progress and for new works under head ‘‘ 45—Civil Works— 
_ Public Works Department.” 4 


He said ;—, — 


~“ My Irtrd, this is a simple matter. I am emboldened to bring forward 
this proposal simply because my hon’ble friend, Mr. Hornell, who had 
recently been to Rajshahi, realises the necessity. Some arrangement is 


“urgently necessary for the development of the girl sohool at Rajshabi 


and also of the primary school which has recently been converted into a 
Middle English School. The Hon'ble Mr. Hornell visited the institution some- 
time ago an| suggested that local help ought to be fortheoming for the ’ 
improvement. of the school. building as.s¢ was not ina proper condition. He 
further said that some female teachers would be appointed and their quarters 
constructed by Government. _ Land was-aequired about ten years ago and an 
estimate prepared for the-constuction of quarters, but the work could not be 
taken in hand due to the war. Recently the Inspector of Schools proposed 
that if out of Rs. 15,000 required for the building Rs. 5,000 could be raised by 
local contribution, Government would jpay the remainder. © Last month when 
the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell visited the school he said that more accommodation 
was absolutely necessary and that quarters for the female teachers should be 
constructed, and that, if an upper storey could be added to the existing build- 


- ing, he would go up to Government for.a grant of Rs. 50,000 at once. 


Kumar Hemendra Kumar Ray, the youngest brother of the Raja of Digha- 
patiya, at_once came forward with the proposal for.doing the thing, I mean the 
construction of an upper storey tothe existing building at a cost of Rs. 6,000 


- if the Government could be pleased ‘to construct quarters for the female 


teachers. I have brought forward ‘this resolution only, to strengthen the 
hands of my frined, the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell, and I hope the construction of 
the buildings will be completed during the course of the next year. As the land 
had been acquired a long time ago, the matter ought to be expedited. The 
money requtred for the construction of these buildings is not much and can be 
taken from the sum allotted for: the completion of works in ‘progress. 
There should not be any further delay in she completion of this much-needed 

reform, and I hope money will be provided for this purpose in the next year 
budget and orders issued for expediting the matter.” «| 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. Hornell said :-— 


~ “My Lord, the school for which the Hon’ble Member pleads is a middle 
school under private management, which receives a Government grant. ‘The 
schogl has not been eminently successful in the past. Rampur-Boalia is not 
one of the most advanced centres in’ the matter of the education of girls. 
Probably the’ greatest difhculty under which the school labours is the absence 
of residential quarters for its mistresses. This means that for: women 
teachers—and they really are essential—the school has had to rely on women 
who are available locally. This difficulty attracted! my attention some six or 
seven years ago-and a scheme, as the Hon’ble'Member has said, for the provi- 


sion of quarters was worked out. at a cost of Rs. 15,000 and land was acquired. 
~ But Government declined to consider their contribution unless and until a 


~ local contribution. of . Rs. 5,000. wag made available. — Well, this sum has not 


been forthcoming and consequently nothing has been done. . 
~ Last month I was in) Rajshahi and I visited the school: 1 found the 


‘school ‘had in the meanwhile increased considerably, and that it was badly in 


need not.only of quarters for, the teachers but also of additiona! class-room 
modation. I suggested that we might possibly come to some agreement. 


accom 
Ifthe local people would: provide the additional class-room accommodation 


* 


a 
£ 
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required by the school; I might try and obtain from Government the money 
necessary for the construction of the teachers’ quarters. A leading vamindar, 
who was present and whosesname the Hon’ble Member has mentioned, imme- 
diately took up the offer and undertook to build an additionel storey on tothe 
school building, if Government would construct the quarters in question, I was 
of course not im “a position to commit Government to this at the-time, but I. 
said in my inspection note that if the zamindar in question would: put his - 
offer in writing and also if plans and estimates for the additional storey 
of the main building approved by the Public Works Department sent to me, 
I would take the case up to Government. 


The next move is clearly up to the zamindar. The Hon’ble Member 
has suggested that provision should be made in the budget by reducing the 
sum available for civil works. That of course is neither necessary nor 
possible. It is not possible because the provision of money for civil works 
is for the construction of Government buildings and this school is not-a 
Government institution. If the zamindar’s offer materialises and if Govern- 
ment is prepared to accept the suggestion which I shall put up to them, 
it will be possible to find the money frum the allotment for grants-in-aid 
provided in the budget for the coming financial year. 


That is the position, my Lord, and I hope after this explanation the 
Hon'ble Member will not think it necessary to press the matter further,” 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, I am thankful to the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell for the assurance 
given. I can assure him that there will be no difficulty in getting the money 
from Kumar Hemendra Kumar ~Ray. I had a talk with him and he has 
already written a letter that he would pay at once Rs. 6,000, or more, if. 
necessary, for the construction of the additional storey in the main building. 
After the assurance given by the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell I do not think it 18 
necessary to press the matter. I may be permitted to withdraw the motion.” 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ITEM No. IX. eae 

The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 

resolution :— : gee 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— ‘bse 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be allotted in next year’s budget towards 
the construction of hostels in the Rajshahi College ; and 


(4) that the expenditure be met from the allotments made for segon- 
struction of Police buildings and for land acquisition for Medical 


College in Calcutta under head “ 45—Civil Works—Public - 


Works Department.” 


oe 


er 


He said :— ie isk Can Ber 


“This is also local matter. My Lord, I have brought forward. this 
proposal as there is a scheme for constructing hostels for the Rajshahi College 
for 250 Hinda and 100 Muhammadan students at a cost of about Rs. 3 lakhs ; 


Rs, 50,000 had been allotted in this year's budget, but the work could not eae 


taken in hand as I understand the plans and estimates were not sanctioned in 
time. I hope it will be taken up at once and shown as a work in s. The. 
matter is in the hands of the Public Works Department, and there. appears to_ 


~ » 
- 
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_be no ditficulty in beginning the work before the rains and completing it also 
before the completion of the rains. I have proposed that this should be done 
andvanother Rs. 50,000, be provided in the next year’s budget. A hostel for 
Muhammadan students is another item which also should be taken up at’ once, 
and if the sum for which | ask be provided im the next. yeag’s budget in 3° or 
4 years time the whole building will be completed. The Director of Public 
Instruction, who has recently inspected the college. will, I. think, support. my 
contention that this isan urgent necessity and that the Public Works De- 
partment: should be asked to expedite the construction of these buildings. 


I have suggested that the amount required for these buildings may be 
taken from the sum provided for the police buildings and the acquisition of 
land for the Medical College as the whole amount allotted for them may not 
be spent during the year. I see that aluhough a sum was provided in the 
budget for the improvement of the Rajshahi College the whole amount has 
not been spent. As regards the acquisition of land for the Medical College, 

I submit that the present moment is not opportune as land would be cheaper 
later on—at present it is very costly. I think the sum which I propose for the 
Rajshahi Ccllege is not a heavy one and asthe work has been taken in hand it 
should not be stopped now. If it be not possible to provide 3 lakhs in a year 
or two, it_can be done by part contribution every year so that the work may be 
completed without great delay. It is a necessity as is known to the Director 
of Public Instruction and, I believe, Your Excellency will also bear me out 
that the development of the Rajshahi College is urgently needed. At present - 
there are 800 students in the college and for 150 students.only there is 
accommodation available in the hostels. With these few words I commend 
the resolution to the Council.” 2 


The Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley said -— 


“My Lord, I think I can give the-hon’ble mover an assurance which will 
satisfy him that there is no need for making a special allotment of Rs. 50,000 
in the manner he proposes. The original project for the construction of 
hostels for the Rajshahi College provided for a single building to accommodate 
250 students, but it was decided that it would be preferable to have five 
blocks each accommodating 50 students. The total cost consequently rose 
from Rs. 1,95,000 to Rs. 2,3z,000 and the plans and estimates had to be 
revised. There was consequently some delay in proceeding with the scheme ; 
but according to a report of the Publi¢é Works Department, which was received 
early last month. detailed plans and estimates were then nearly ready for tech- 
nical sanction : revised administrative sanction has already been given. As soon 
as technical sanction has been given it is hoped to proceed with the wotk. The 
work is being treated as a work in progress inthe Public Works Department 


~ budget for next year and altogether Rs. 60,000 (or Rs. 10,000 more than the sum 


_mentioned in tlie resolution) have been provided for it. There is no necessity 
at present to augment the provision for the scheme, and the allotment 


- suggested in the resolution would not have the effect of expediting cons- 


truction. With this assurance I think the hon’ble mover may perhaps see 
his way to withdraw his resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said -— 


“My Lord, after the assurance that has been given I do net think it will 
serve any useful purpose if I press this resolution. I note that a sum of 
Rs. 60,000 will be spent during the next year and that the work will go on 
and be finished as early as possible. I therefore ask for permission to 
withdraw the resolution.” : 


: p ma The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. - 


Ree siti 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
ITEM No. X. 
The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 


resolution :— 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that Rs. 20,000 be provided in next year’s budget for 
supplementing the fund offered towards the construction of an 
additional college building in the Rajshahi College at a cost of 
about Rs. 50,000; and : 


(+) that the sum be met from the allotment of Rs. 5,00,000 for payment 
to the District Charitable Society for land acquisition for a new 
almshouse in the suburbs of Calcutta under head “ 20—Police ” 
and from the sums allotted for land acquisition for the Medical 
College, Calcutta, under head “ 45—Civil Works, Public Works 
Department.” 


Heé said :— 


“My Lord, there is history behind this resolution. A few years ago a sum 
of Rs, 30,000 was offered (through the Rajshahi Association) by Raja Pramada 
Nath Ray of Dighapatiya and his brother, Kumar Basanta Kumar Ray, and a 
part. of that sum was also deposited with the Principal of the Rajshahi College 
for the construction of a Hindu hostel. The sum offered could not be utilised 
as there was a proposal tnat a big hostel in five blocks would be corstructed 
for accommodating 250 students. Ip that proposal there was a condition that 
the building, when constructed, shotld be named after the father of the-Raja 
Bahadur of Dighapatiya. It was suggested that this sum was not, necessary, 
but if anything be paid it must be so done by way of contribution to 
Government.. When that communication was made and the money was 
actually returned, the Rajshahi Association submitted another proposal for the 
utilization of the sum offered by the construction of a college building to 
accommodate more students. ‘There was a further proposal that M.A. and B.A. 
classes might also be opened and this building utilized for that. This 
was, however, not accepted at that time. Recently whon the Hon'ble Mr. 
Hornell was at Rajshahi he said that an additional college building was 
urgently required even if the IA. and J.Sc. classes were removed from 
the present college compound and no Arrangements made for post-graduate 
. studies. The existing building has not sufficient accommodation for all 
_the classes. There was a talk whether the amount offered by the 

Raja Bahadur of Dighapatiya would be forthcoming or not aud unless 
there was any prospect of getting it, it was thought that about half a lakh 
would be required for this additional building. It was suggested that we’ 
might try to realise the Rs. 30,000 originally offered, but, I think, it would not 
be. possible to induce the Raja Bahadur of Dighapatiya and his brother to give 
the amount unless there is an assurance that it would be spent soon and the 
wishes of the donors complied with, that is, that the building would be named 
after their father. “With that view I have brought forward this resolution. If- 
Government will pay Rs. 20,000, there is every hope that the offer made a 
few years ago will be made good provided the additional building is proceeded 
with at once. Already there has been great delay and there 18 no knowing | 
whether the money would be forthcoming if there be any further delay. 
As the construction of a building is urgenly required, I think it is a fitting 
opportunity to supplement the sum offered by a grant_ from Govérnment 
of Rs. 20,000, so that the work may be taken in hand at once. This is a 
paltry sum, and it can be taken away without any detriment from the 
other works mentioned in my ‘resolution. I trast that the much-needed 
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building operation my be taken up at once and completed within the course 
of the next year. With these few words I commend this resolution to your 
_ -Excellency’s Government.’ : Helton 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Hornell said :— ee 


“My Lord, a scheme for the development and’ improvement of the 
Rajshahi College buildings has been under consideration for the last ten 
years. But practically nothing has been done. Meanwhile the college has 
increased and the congestion in what may be called its instructional build- 
. ings has ‘become serious, On the occasion of my recent visit to Rajshahi 

I ie ee that the only way of taekling the immediate difficulties—difficul- 
ties of too insistent an urgency to be any longer ignored—was to construct an 
additional college building at a cost of about. Rs. 50,000 and to construct it as 
s0on as possible without prejudice to the general scheme of development. 
Some years ago, as the Hon’ble Member has said, certain zamindars of 
Rajshahi offered to place at the disposal of Government a sum of Rs. 30,000. 
This offer was first made with regard to the proposal to construct a Hindu 
hostel, but that project has since given place toa much larger project which 
is to be financed wholly by Government... The next suggestion was that this 
sum of Rs. 30,000 should be used by Government in developing the college and 


in adding to it M.A. and B.L. classes, but this offer could not be accepted. When . 


I was discussing the matter at Rajshahi last month ‘I pointed. out. that: it would, 
be very difficult, if not impossible, to provide in the budget for the comin, 
year any money for this additional college building, but what l pe. 
was that if the donors of the sum of. Rs. 30,000 would be willing to allow 
Government to use that money for the construction of. this building without 
attaching any conditions, the great need of the college might be much more 
expeditiously met, I understand from the Hon’ble Member that the donors 
are inclined to accept that. view, though they would not be ‘prepared to agree 
unless they saw a reasonable. prospect. of Government contributing - the 
additional sum necessary to complete the. building. I also gather, though this 
is new to me, that the principal donor desires that the building.. when 
completed, should be called after his father. As regards the last condition, I 
do not suppose there will be any difficulty. As regards the other.condition this 
‘is of course a proposal which has not yet been worked out in detail. I consulted 
the Executive Engineer and showed him what I required.and he assured me 
that.a building of a more or less temporary nature to meet the urgent needs 
of the college could be constructed for something like Rs. 15,000 and he 
assured me that it would not cost move. Ifthe donors-of Rs. 30,000. are 
willing to let their money be used, and if Government, when the details’ are 
_ before them, can accept the proposal to construct the building, then the work 
can obviously be begun this year. aa 


Government are of course unable to accept the alteration of the budget 
suggested, nor would it be necessary, because even if all the money were 
made available next: year, it is very doubtful whether it could all be spent. 
_ Again, if Rs. 30,000 can be spent before the 31st March, 1921, on the con- 
stuction of.a building which is not to cost more than Rs. 50,000, then that 
_ will mean that by the 31st March, 1921, the balk of the building will be 

completed and in that case it will probably be possible to find the additional 

Rs. 20,000 in the budget estimate for 1920-21. This means that the new 
building will be available for the use of the. college before the. opening 
_ of the academic session, 1921-22. While, therefore, jt is impossible to accept 
‘the Hon'ble Member's: resolution in\ the. first place because this scheme has. 


not been worked out‘and in the second place because it is impossible to. alter 


~ the ager estimate in the way he suggests, I would assure him that his pro- 
; , 


worked out, will have my support, and I hope on this understand- — 


_ ing he will not press the vesolution further. 


x 
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The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said — shaky 


‘My Lord, I want to say a few words, but not on the merits of the 
Rajshahi College scheme. I paid particular attention, to shaadi ee 
Rajshahi College, as has been referred to by the hon’ble mover of the resolu- 
tion, and I support the demand for ‘increased accommodation both in the 
college as well'as in the hostel. But there is just one matter that has struck 
me, which I will not have any opportunity of drawing attention to, and that . 
is the course of the river. ‘There is the Muhammadan school hostel, there is 
the Sanskrit college there, and if these institutions are removed and temporary , 
accommodation found in other buildings for them, the education department 
as well as the engineering department may more carefully consider the 
question ‘as to how the buildings ought to be situated, and whether anything 
can be donerywith regard to the taking of the road to the back of the library. 
The library and college buildings are now separated by a road. 1 myself 
thought that it would not be worse to place the houses nearer the river. ‘That. 
may be lost sight of when the accommodation question comes up and that is 
why I draw attention to it, and I hope that it will be borne in mind.” ch 


A 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :-— 


“My Lord, I am thankful to the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell for the reply he 
‘has given, and I thank the Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari for the 
question which he has rised. The suggestion is a very practical one. It 
should indeed be considered whether there is any danger to the new buildings 
if constructed now. Of course the department will consider it, and as there 
is every hope that the matter will be sympathetically considered, I trust some 
portion of the building will be started this year‘and completed in the year 
1921-22. I donot think it necessary to press the resolution, and’ beg leave 
to withdraw it.” 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


[At this stage, the Council adjourned for lunch.] 


AFTER LUNCH. 
ITEM No. xt. 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was to have moved the 
following resolution :— . ; 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that suitable provision be made in next year’s bude for giving « 
effect to the scheme already sanctioned for new uildings for 
the Comilla Faizennessa Girls’ School and for raising it to the 
standard of a High English School ; and is 


_(b) that this amount to be taken out of the sum of Res. 5,00,0 
' provided for the reconstruction of Police buildings destroyed by 
“slg or out of Rs. 5,00,000 provided for the new alms- _ 
ouse, 5 ee * ee SR ; 


The Hon'ble Member being absent, the resolution went by detdultiand: : 
was deemed to have been withdrawn, ie we Aad meR nS Lt 
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ITEM No. XI. 


“The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Shandra Mitra Bahadur moyed the {ollowing 
resolution :— 


This Couneil, Somieid té the Governor in Council— 


fa). that a sum of Rs. 8,50,000 be spent for raising the salaries of all 
- non-gazetted ministerial officers of this Government em- 
" ployed in Calcutta and the suburbs by raising their respec- 
GH ~ tive salaries by 50 per cent. ; and 


jet (0) that the cost.be met for next year by curtailing the expenditure | 
on ane following heads in the financial statement, viz. :— 
‘ Rs, Re. 
(i) Supply of boots and munda shoes to 
constables and head-constables «80,000 
(ii) Strengthening the cadre of sub-ins- - 
pectors to replace see under 


practical training «. 1,29,000 
(iit) Replacement of — the {earth a. 
Henry of the river police ... 27,000 


(iv) Contribution towards the pbabebastion 
of a floating ne. peti at 





Goalundo bs «+ 30,000 out of 40,000 
(v) Grant of District Charitable animes, 
for a new almshouse ne i =2,50,000 ,, 5,00,000 
(vi) Survey Office building me - 1,00,000 ,,  2,00,000 
(vit) Land acquisition for servants’ quarters, 
Medical College + 1,50,000 ,, —3,00,000 
(viii) Extension of Civil Engineering College, 
Sibpur We 34,000 4, 2,00,000 
(iz) Reconstruction — of otlde buildings \ 
destroyed by cyclone bbe +» 1,00,000 ,,  5,00,000 
Total + 8;50,000 





He said :— 


_ “My Lord, the ; *Hon’ ble the Finance Member in introducing the F inancial 
aeleesennt for 1920-21 in the Imperial Legislative Council observed :—‘ The 
burden of high prices has been felt im a special degree by a large number of 
low paid Government servants and both the Central and the Provincial 
Governments have been obliged to give large increases of pay either in the 
form of allowances or of a general revision of emoluments. ‘The process of 
revising the pay of our ‘establishments still continues and. will be responsible 
for a heavy increase of expenditure in the coming year.’ 


Bearing that in mind, my Lord, I venture to put this resolution to-day — 
and I hope it oral receive support from all the Hon’ble Members. In connec- 
tion with my resolution in the last Council meeting it was said by 
Sir Henry W eeler that a scheme was already before. the Government of 
“India for the improvement of the pay of the menials, amounting to 17 lakhs 
(taken with what has already been done). But what about the non-gazetted 
“ministerial officers whose case was not taken into consideration by the Public 
‘Seryices Commission? It has been said by the Hon’ble Member that relief 
~ has been given to those on pay below Rs. 50 and that the expenditure on that | 
account is De lakhs. It is no relief worth the name, and, as T have already 
SS: ike a drop | in the ocean. 


Vy 
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Is it a good deal that has been done according to the resources of the 
Government and the relative urgency of the eases ?y It cannot certainly be — 
argued that those who have got no relief are quite well off and that their 
cases do not come under the category of ‘urgency’. ‘I'o accept my resolu- 
tion has been found to be more than practicable. But how is it that.a lump . 
provision of Rs. 22,63,000 could be made in the Budget. of 1920-21 for iving | 
effect. to the recommendations of the Public Services Commission? ‘There is 
no gainsaying the fact that those officers in whose favour the Public Services 
Commission recommended increase of pay are living more comfortably than 
the illpaid non-gazetted officers who are daily shedding tears because they 
are unable to feed and clothe their wives and children. 


If finance were the only real difficulty one would expect menials to get 

relief first, ministerial officers next and superior officers last of all ; but 

- Government have provided amply for superior service men and have already 

taken up the question of giving relief to the menials and for some inexplicable 

reason left the non-gazetted staff to face the present economic crisis without: 

attempting to give any real substantial relief to them. A sum of about 

Rs. 17,00,000 18 given as salary to. ministerial officers in Calcutta and in the 

neighbourhood, and if a general rise of only 50 per cent. of their respective 

salaries is given it would cost about Rs. 8} lakhs, They would still have to 
face a deficit of 36 per cent. in the rise of prices of commodities. 


¢ There are, my Lord, numerous items for which provision has been made 
- in the budget unnecessarily and lavishly. Why this provision of Rs. 30,000 
for munda shoes to the constables who are recruited from the baré=footed 
coolie class? Is this a matter of extreme urgency? The provision of 
Rs, 1,29,000 for raising the reserve of Sub-Inspectors of Police is yet ee & 


ee 


Qs night Pott 
8 salah a 


wpnNne 


unnecessary, for the Police strength in Bengal is decidedly more that enough 
and a further addition to it seéms inexplicable, and tlie extravagant provi- 
-sion for the Criminal Investigation Department. officers and their office 
establishments is open to strong criticism. Without, however, quarreling over . 
this matter, my Lord, I think this provision of Rs. 1,29,000 can at any rate be 
‘kept in abeyance till a better’ financial position is attained. There are other | 
items noted in the second part of my  resotutiow which cam be curtailed) 
without much difficulty. vert : Met Rare 
We have been kindly informed. by the Hon'ble Member that the Gover es 
sea 


ment are doing what they can in individual cases and will cont 

Tam thankful tothe Hon'ble Member for this and I find that in some — 
cases this has been. provided for in the budget. But no general revision of 
pay of Government servants have been‘ attempted to keep the promise of | 
OF Givorsmnaak during the year. I know cases in which ‘epresentations. by — 
; ‘rnment servants have been refused time and again without rhyme or _ 
' reason. On Peet: np ti a ae = 08 1 oe Selb Hage bets oes 
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- the necessities for the extension of activities in all the other departments the 


- Government of Bihar and Orissa with an income considerably less than ours 


could make © sag ow for increasing the pay of the ministerial officers, we 
could certainly do the same if we were a little more cautious to discourage 
extravagance in the various departments of our Government. > 


A reference to the report of the Director-General of Statistics shows that 


_ the prices of food grains have increased by 86 per cmt compared with pre- 


war prices, and it is cruel to keep the ministerial officers confined to their 
old pay. It may be urged by the Government that the distress due to the 
high prices is only temporary and relief will come when prices go down. But 
it 18 a condition which is not likely to be fulfilled in the near future. On 
page 29 of the Amended Draft Financial Statement Government have sanction- 
ed an increase of the pay and prospects of the subordinate jail establishment 
in order to ameliorate present distress owing to rise of prices.at the present 


' time. This argument is equally applicable to ministerial officers. They are * 


recruited from the intellectual and respectable classes of society and are 
really the back-bone of the Administration. Because of their respectable 
position, education and cultured ideas they cannot take to strikes as a means 
to an end like the Press employees ‘and other Government servants of similar 
status, who have had their remunerations recently, enhanced by Government. - 


In Caleutta, my Lord, the difficulties of these officers are greater than 


elsewhere owing to the very high rents which prevail. They have to pay for © 


everything they want at rates which are considerably higher than in the 
mufassal. he rates of articles published weekly in the official gazettes may 
not appear to be staggering, but everybody knows that nothing can be pur- 
chased by an average consumer at the rates quoted. 


In several instances recently, the Government in England as well as here 
have taken steps to prevent further rise of prices of the articles of the neces- 
Saries of life, but in no case has any appreciable relief Leen felt by people who 
work for a fixed income. 


_ These men are feeling the distress very acutely and as servants of the 


. Government naturally look to Government for relief, Although relief is 
_ Tequ:red by-the entire body of these servants, if Government decide to afford 


relief only to those who work in Calcutta and the suburbs, a general increase 
at the rate of 50 por cant. would cost Government about 8$ lakhs only which .s 


_ considerably less than the amount provided for the relief of the superior , 


Services... ‘ 


~The amount can be met either from the free provincial balance or by 
_retrenchment of the heads specified in the second part of my resolution which 


_ I suppose will not be objectionable.” 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said — 


“This ‘and the. next resolution, although somewhat different in form, 


- both deal with the same subject, and the general arguments bearing on the 


3 





“point are commoa to both. If I do not speak at length in reply to this 


resolution it is not because I do not realise that high prices are at the 


“moment a source of considerable hardship to the ministerial establishments, 

- a8 they are to every body else ; neither is it because I do not appreciates that 

ithe relief of these establishmonts is a subject on which certain Members of 
this 








incil are very keen, as indeed their persistency in moving resolutions 
Shows ; but it is because it was ‘only at the last, meeting that I 
9 the Council the arguments which had weighed with Government 

ing this matter, and ‘neta Pew was merely pes ee to 
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Sir Henry Wheeler. — ih 
Council is well aware, the argument that I previously put forward is that the : 


present time is not opportune for a general revision of the pay of ministerial 
officers, partly because the ‘conditions are abnormal, and partly because our — 
knowledge as to our future financial position is extraordinarily vague at the- 
moment. Therefore I have consistently deprecated taking this up nowasa 
general subject and endeavouring todo something simply by a stroke of the pen. 
But I have given to the Council instances in which we have in recent months 
materially improved the prospects of ministerial officers, and I have said that _ 
as these cases come’ up from time to time we continue to take ‘action in those 
which we consider most deserving of relief. These are the arguments which 
I put forward ‘before, and these are the arguments which I urge to-day. 
The present resolution is almost touching in. its simplicity. It asks for an 
increase of 50 per cent. all round. It is only a month ago that we raised — 
the pay of the lower division of the Secretariat ; it is only a few months 
ago that we raised the pay of others. Are they all to go up 50 per cent.? 
The minimum pay of our clerks is Rs. 40 and in the offices of Heads of » 
Departments it is Rs. 30. We are now making enquiries whether we 
ean raise that minimum in all offices to Rs, 40, since it is with the clerks 
on minimum pay that T have got most m a: If we raise the minimum 
of Rs. 40 by 50 per cent. then we shall have no elerk in Caleutta drawing 
less than Re. 60. and considering that many of our men have not passed 
the entrance examination, I maintain that there is no business office in 
Caleutta'that would accept a resolution of this kind. Again to raise all at 
once by 50 per cent. cannot possibly be justified. There may be individual 
cases deserving consideration, and, if they come up, they get it, but to enhance 
in every case cannot be justifiable. The Hon'ble Bia oe in his speech main- 
tains that we have not kept our promises, but considering that for the last 18° 
montlis T have been arguing against a general revision of clerks’ pay, I. cannot 
see how the maintenance of that attitude can in any way be considered a 
a breach of any promise. / 


Then we have the argument that as we have raised the pay of other 
services, the conditions of which were enquired into by the Public Services 
Commission, therefore we must logically raise the pay of ministerial officers. 
The Public Services Commission made a most protracted enquiry in a matter 
long over due for reform, and if their conclusions have been accepted in many 
respects as the result of infinite discussion and examination, I think we ean. 
safely maintain that they are justified on their merits. Neither does the 
examiple of other provinces move me very rhuch. If conditions in Bihar are- 
anything like what they were when I was a junior officer there, and rates” 
were exceedingly low, I very much doubt whether, even assuming there has 
been any recent enhancement, the clerks now. get as much as clerks in — 
Eastern Bengal. i 


As regards the finding of money, the Hon’ble Member's suggestions are _ 
somewhat airily put forward. J will not deal with them at length, though 
there are one or two points: that deserve a passing: mention. C) em Cy 

ember considers that giving boots and shoes to head-constables and 
constables is an unnecessary extravagance. If his ‘heart bleeds for the 
troubles of poor clerks, I wonder it does not -bleed still more for the troul esol 
still poorer constables. Shoes are part of the equipment of the Caleutta 
police, The proposal that, we should pay for them came up on ee ae ? 
parcel of a very much larger appeal which the Commissioner of Police made. 
on behalf of these mon. We curtailed that demand very much, but realised 


<9 
that it was yery hard to make, these constables and ead-constables pay. 
themselves for the boots and shoes which we prescribe as part of their ¢ ee 
ment. Itis like asking an infantry regiment to find their own boots and shoe 
As for the pei ing of the cadre of sub-inspectors, it is merely in erde 
_ to put an end to t > bad practice of treating sub inspectors under training _ 
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as part of the sanctioned strength. They are in no sense part of the cadre, 
as they are unfit to undertake the full responsibilities of sub-inspectors, and 
treating them as part of the cadre merely means that others are deprived of. 
leave. The replacement of a police launch is merely to make good one which 
is worn out. The improvement of ‘the emigration hospital ‘at Goalundo is a 
much needed sanitary improvement, designed to meet the needs of coolies 
oing to Assam. I will deal with the matter of the almshouse at further 
ength in connection with another resolution but money cannot. be spared 
from that source. The survey office building is an overdue project, which ‘ 
if not put through rapidly will land us ina serious difficulty. I have men- 
tioned the servants’ quarters at the Medical College in connection with 
another resolution. ‘he extension of the Sibpur College has met. with the 
general approval of the Council, while the provision for police. buildings 
destroyed by the cyclone, is only a part of the amount which will be needed, 
“The total bill is some Rs. 20 lakhs. 


Therefore, Sir, money cannot conveniently be found, and.on the general 
grounds that | have again briefly referred to, 1 deprecate any attempt. to 
make a sweeping all-round enhancement of the pay of ministerial officers. 
[ still prefer to take individual cases as we are doing, to deal with the most 
urgent cases as they arise, and to give such relief as is possible to them.” 


‘The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur’said — 


“* My Lord, I have listened to the speech of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, * 
and I must say that I am not convinced by the arguments whieh he has 
put forward in the Council against the resolution which I have moved. My 
Lord, the question for consideration is one of comparative urgency. Is 
it so very urgent to provide boots and Munda shoes to the constables? Let 
us take a practical view of the matter. Is it not a more urgent matter to 
make some provision for these poorly paid assistarits? Ifa practical view - 
be taken and the urgency of the question is considered, | am sure T can 
carry conviction to the Hon'ble Members that it is necessary for the sake 
of humanity that a civilised Government should provide some means for 
the relief of their poor assistants. ‘The main issue in the case is whether 
the amounts which have been mentioned in the second part of my resolution 
could. be ‘curtailed without any inconveneince. We should not depart from 
that issue which is the subject matter for consideration, and I think that 
these amounts can be curtailed without any difficulty and relief may be given 
to the ill-paid assistants of Government. If the fact be, and I have put it 
before the Council, that these ill-paid assistants of Government are suffering 
much, if the fact be that they are without. funds to provide for themselves, 
then certainly it is the duty of Government to give relief to them. 
Now, if we argue on the principle of analogy, then I submit, why is 
there this difference between ‘the Jail elerks, and the clerks of other 
offices. Now on the ground that there is distress in that quarter, Govern- 
ment have very kindly come forward to remedy it. Why not argue on the same 
principle mutatis mutandis and give relief to these poor clerks on whose 
behalf I am pleading. Now, if you provide relief on the same grounds to 
some clerks, that is, on the ground of distress, then the Council ought to 
consider whether the same argument ought to be applied to the other officers 
of Government. We find that the menials have been provided for by.’ 
the benign Government, we find that the officers drawing high salaries have 
been provided for by Government, why then should the case of these clerks be 
“neglected? That is a position which I fail to appreciate. Hon'ble Members | 

‘will kindly consider that notwithstanding the refusal of Sir Henry Wheeler 
_ to remove their distress at present, notwithstanding his arguments it is my 
humble submission to the Council that they will appreciate the difficulties — 
in which these clerks are placed. If the ‘aleiks have to provide for their 
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children and families, is it not desirable that a civilised Government should 
give them something to allay their .present distress? Is it! not necessary 
for the Hon’ble Members to consider that ? Provide the menials, provide 
the higher officers. of Government if you like, but you should also provide 
for those’ who aré really needy. The arguments advanced against this view, 
my Lord, I-cannot appreciate, and that is the reason why I have th t 
it necessary to trouble the Council three or four times, that is why T wish 
that the amounts which have been budgetted against the several items 
mentioned in the second part of my resolution should at present. be postponed. _ 
I think Hon’ble Members should consider the matter seriously. ul 


‘ 





Those who are acquainted with the position of these ministevial officers 
know that they are reall in distress and I am sorty to find that no one listens 
to their cries. Even the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler cannot be persuaded 
to accept the statement which I have made. If the figures which I have . 
brought to his notice be accepted, what will then be the conclusion ? It is this. 
that relief ought to be given to the clerks, but I cannot say further than that. 


In reply to the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler's observation about. relief 
being given to some of these officers that is inadequate. All 1 noed say 
is that on account. of the economic distress these officers are coming to 
Government for relief. The old pay which was previously fixed was based 
on various considerations. I would refer the Hon'ble Member to the 
-position of these officers at the time when the Regulation Law was in 
force and the Government of that day in consideration of the price 
of foodstuffs, thought it. necessary that a small sum should be given’ 
. to the assistants of Government. Things have changed and Govern- 
ment ought to consider the question of the pay of these clerks, and in fact 
we find that some time in the eighties a Commission under the supervision of 
Mr. Beames was appointed and the result was—I am referring to the Commis- 
sion's report—that at that time consideration was taken as to what work 
was done by these . officers as well as of the price of foodstuffs at that time. 
But is it right that the pay—the old pay which was fixed some years ago. 
before many of us were born—should be stuck to when the officers themselves 
are coming to the authorities to state how matters stand? My Lord, with all 
respect and with all the emphasis which I can command I submit the case 
of these clerks ought to be taken into consideration now. Hereafter if ; 
economic distress is alleviated there will be no necessity for relief,” 


The motion was then put and lost. ‘9 


ITEM No. xin. Benen Fant 
The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved the following resolution — 


This Council recommends 10 the Governor in Council— Path es ete ony 
(a) that a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs, or such sum as might be necessary, be 


allotted for granting 2 months’ bonus to all ele csieees nanent 
‘servants of Government in superior service (te, those who 
are not menials) and who draw a pay of not-more than Rs. 100° 
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He said :— 


_,“ Tt needs no speech from me to impress upon Your Lordship's Govern- 
ment that the price of articles of food have risen very considerably, some by 
about 50 per cent. and some by about cent. per cent. Cloth has gone up in 
price by about 150 per cent. From a statement made in this Council a week 
ago, it appears that the general average prices of staple articles, which 


generally enter into an Indian family budget, have risen since J uly, 1914, by 


68 per cent. in September, 1919. There has been, according to the report of 
the Rent Committee, an increase of at least 50 per cent. _ The poor clerks who 
are employed in Government service are all hard hit by this economic 
condition. .The pay of many of the highly paid Government servants whether 


‘of the Indian, Provincial or subordinate service have recently been increased 


by a decent amount. By a resolution of the Government of Bengal, 
Finance Department, dated the 12th June, 1919, Your Lordship’s Government 
gave-.some relief to all Government servants (including: police officers) draw- 
ing over Rs, 12 and not more than Rs. 50 a month in the shape of special 
monthly war allowance. But unfortunately the amount of that allowance is 
very small. It does not bear.more than a microscopic proportion to the 


increased cost of living. Everybody feels the difficulties of one who has to 


make two ends meet with the limited ‘means at his disposal, We’ fully 
recognize that there is no knowing what the Reform Scheme would cost and 
in what way the financial relations between the Government of India and 
Your Lordship’s Government would be settled. We also recognize that the 
Government have been pleased to raise the pay of subordinate assistants in 
some of the departments whereas some services or departments have been 
altogether left out. When we take into consideration that in spite of these 


difficulties the Government have been able to provide for recurring additional 


grant of about 11 lakhs of rupees to meet the increased pay of the members 
of the various Indian and Provincial services, in some instances even going 
beyond the recommendations of the Public Services Commission, when we 
see that Your Lordship’s Government have been able to provide a sum of 
another I] lakhs of rupees for increasing the pay of the menials, we think 
we ought to approach Your Lordship’s Government for some consideration for 
the subordinate staff of the Government. 


Within the last few days the Bihar Government on their own initiative 
not only increased the pay of the menials and subordinates but stated that 
they have in contemplation a revision of the pay of the ministerial officers 
as soon as the necessary calculations had been worked out. It was further 
stated that the matter would be taken up early in the coming financial year 
and that it was probable that an officer would have to be put on special duty 
for the purpose. Pending his report and the passing of orders thereon it 


_ ‘was proposed to continue and very possibly to increase the temporary 


allowance now being given to ministerial and subordinate officers. If the | 
Bihar Government which has only a precarious existence amongst the 
Governments of this country can go 80 far, we can fairly ask Your Lordship’s 
Government to contribute its dole to tha poor clerks and employees in the 


¥ 


I think Your Lordship’s Government will be pleased to see its way to 


_ accept my modest resolution. My Lord, I have not purposely asked for a 
recurring grant for increasing the pay of the subordinate staff of Government 


officers because I do not want at the present unsettled state of the finances 
the Presidency that there should be any permanent recurring charge. But 
pending permanent improvement in the lot of the various grades of. public 
béedinate departments of Government something should be 
done to relieve the unusual financial: strain to which they are now subject. 
tf oy 
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A contented servant is bound to prove more efficient than one who is 
tormented by gnawing cares and anxieties. It would therefore be to the 
self-interest of Government to be humane and charitable in the present 
instance. 1 thitik a grant in the shape of bonus of two months’ pay to these 
people would be some relief and which would be greatly appreciated. =~ 


The amount of this expenditure may: be found by effecting a reduction in 
the Budget under Civil Works.” _ es , 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— 


Le) 

“My Lord, it must be obvious to the Hon’ble Member that the remarks I 
have just made are practically equally applicable tothe resolution which he has 
moved. The only difference between his resolution and that of the Rai Mahen- 
dra Chandra Mitra Babadur is that this proposes a slightly smaller enhance- 
ment of about 16 per cent against 50 in the case of men on less than Rs. 100, 
but on the other hand it covers a wider field as,it is not restricted to Oaleutta 
alone. However, considering that the estimated cost is Rs. 10 lakhs against 
Rs. 84 lakhs, it is obvious that there is no material difference between the 
two proposals. Neither can I accept the contention that this proposal is ‘one 
for non-recurring expenditure, while the other is of a recurring nature. If 
it is.accepted in this form and on the grounds that are urged, we shall prac- 
tically have to admit it again hereafter. As a matter of fact. we'did quite 
recently consider the possibility of giving a bonus of a month’s pay in 
connection with-the Peace Celebrations, and we came to the conclusion that 
we could not find the money ; that was a matter of only one month’s pay, and 
I am afraid for the same reasons we cannot accept a proposal for a bonus of 
two months’ pay.. It is not that we have any desire not to do our best for these 
ministerial officers, and I think that Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
is slightly hard upon us in his failure to recognize the many enhancements 
which we have given and are giving. But my point is that it is preferable to 
deal with the urgent cases as they arise, and not to hold out a hope of a 
general all-round enhancement of the kind contemplated in these’ two 
resolutions,” ; 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— 


“My Lord, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has said that if we grant two 
months’ pay as bonus to the subordinate staff that will be some precedent 
hereafter for increasing their pay : but my argument against that is that the’ 
price of foodstuffs may come down in a year or so and. if the price comes down 
nobody will ask for these bonuses. Government might then very well say that 
it was only under extraordinary circumstances and an extraordinary rise in the 
price of foodstuffs that this grant was made and now that the normal condi- 
_ tions have come back ‘we cannot accede to your prayer. This is all, my Lord, 
I have to say with reference to this resolution. ” a Bets Leet 

The motion was then put and declared lost. The hon’ble mover asked 
for a division, but subsequently withdrew his request. Ris. hay 
" ® : . ad shiny J 
The President said :-— ) * Pig sachin: 5h 

““Hon’ble Members must first make up their minds before calling fora — 
division. In future once a Hon'ble Metuibot calls for @ divicion i ghelliier 
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___ The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. moved: the following resolu- 
tion — Sewing > 


. 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Couicil— 


(a) that suitable provision be made in next year’s Budget for starting 
an agricultural vernacular school at the Rajshahi experimental 
farm; and 


(b) that the sum required be met from the allotments made for a 
sericultural nursery. at Bholahat and for the construction of 
4 district agricultural farms under head “ 26A—Agriculture. ” 
= r ‘ 


He ‘said :— 


“My Lord, so far as I understand, the experimental agricultural farms are 
not doing much useful work, If proper arrangements cotld be made for 
bringing home the important knowledge of improved agricultural methods to 

_ the enltivators then and then only can real improvement be expectéd. This 
year two agricultural classes have been opened, one at Dacca and another at 
Chinsura. {understand four experimental agricultural farms have been pro- 
vided for in the next year’s budget. At Rajshahi the Rajshahi Association 
made over about 200 bighas of land for the opening of the farm there. It is in 
working order for several years and Mr. O'Malley, who was for a long time 
there, will be able to say whether it was able to do any useful work. There 
is no provision for taking apprentices there. Really what is being done there 
by the officers is not communicated to the cultivators and the cultivators 
derive very little benefit from the farm. They simply know that in a few 
katas or bighas of land some experiment is being made which may be success- 
ful in the farm, but if it is.carried out in practice elsewhere nobody knows. 


A sericultural nursery is going to be opened at Bholahat in Malda. It is 

in a flourishing condition there, but I.do not know whether sericulture would 

‘bé able to cope with.the jute cultivation or other forms of agriculture which 
are more paying: At Rajshahi sericulture was in a flourishing condition, but 

it is dying out at present. There is a sericultural school, at Rajshahi, which 
turns out 12 students annually, who, when they pass their examination, are 

paid Rs. 250 and are-given a microscope each to start nurseries in their own 

: tone or wherever they like. In this way something is being done for the 
spread of sericulture, but I greatly doubt whethor it is advisable to spend a 
good deal of money upon it at Bholahat. At Rajshahi where there is a school 

- something is being done by the people as well. Government have now de- 
cided that gradually some agricultural schools would be started’ where the 
sons of cultivators would comie and be trained in the practical method of 

_ improved agriculture. If they derive much benefit from the instruction they 

_ receive there, they on return to their homes would be able to follow it up in 
their own farms. That would certainly be useful work and it would be 
better than the mere starting of new nurseries and spending a good deal of 
money over them. If it is thought necessary to give. a impetus to the 
growing cultivation of mulberry at Malda more aid can be given to it but 

_ merely opening out nurseries, like the one at Goari, where none is needed, for 
_ the spread of sericulture means only. a lot of money for comparatively 
_. less useful purpose. , I have already submitted that real work would be 
done by the agricultural schools and in these schools sericulture can be 

Bac a8 a branch of agriculture. I, therefore, propose that, as this year 
| two schools have been arranged for, another school may be started at the 
-- Rajshahi Agricultural Farm and suitable arrangement may be made for the 
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purpose. It is difficult forme to mention the amount that would be required — 
for the purpose. Whatever may be the amount, I think it would very usefully 
be spent on an agricultural school on a vernacular basis, and _the cultivators 
would be very greatly. benefited by it. Government have decided to spend a 
large sum of money on agriculture—a portion of this may be taken out for this 
useful purpose. With these few words I commend the resolution to the 


Council. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said :— 


“My Lord, as I understand the Hon’ble Member, he desires that a new 
agricultural vernacular school shonld be started in the Rajshahi district at the. 
existing farm belonging to Government at Rampur-Boalia. He considers that 
sericulture can be taught there also; and thus the necessity for starting a 
sericultural nursery in the Malda district, for which an allotment has been 
made, ‘would be obviated. I regret I cannot understand the hon’ble gentle- 
man’s position. He says that the vernacular schools, which have been 
started, are not doing much useful work. What are the facts ? When the 
idea of creating these schools was mooted by the Bengal Government, it was . 
on its own initiative. There was no particular request from the public, I 
regret that the two schools which were suggested by Government, one in 
Eastern Bengal and one in Western Bengal, have not materialized more 
quickly. However, one has been started go lately as the middle of January 
last, and one is still under construction, I thereforé fail to see how he can 
draw any inference from the experience gained from these two institutions. 


Your Excellency has stated on no fewer than three oceasions what the 
policy in connection with these schools is. It has also been stated in a’ 
publig communiqué that the object of the vernacular schools is to provide 
boys of the agricultural classes with a more specialized form of instruction 
in agricultural subjects than they can receive in their own homes or derive 
from their experience. Your Excellency has also stated that it was im- 
possible yet to say whether such schools will justify themselves, and that it is 
too early therefore to consider any expansiog of the experiment. That was 
said at Serajganj. Your Excellency later at Rampur-Boalia stated that 
Government were establishing these schools as an experimental measure and 
that, until experience has proved that such schools are justified by results, 
it is premature to extend the experiment. Again, on a third occasion lately . 
at Suri, Your Excellency further stated that before extending the system of 
agricultural vernacular schools we must await the results of the experiments 
which are now being made at Dacca and Chinsura. In view of these pro- 


nouncements, Sir, I fail to see that it would be ‘advisable to start another 


school, as the Hon'ble Member has suggested, at Rajshahi, Indeed, if there 
‘was any question of starting another school: on these lines in the course of 
the ensuing year, personally I should be inclined to give the palm to another 
district, not to Rajshahi, “ 


As regards the goneral development in this province of this form of 
vernacular education, which, as I have stated, is still in its infancy, I may’ 
Say that Bengal compares not unfavourably with any other province with the 
exception of Bombay. In Bombay the circumstances are peculiar and 
different ; as is shown not only by the literature on the subject, but b ‘the 
reports of those officers from Bengal who have gone to Bombay to obtain 
advantage from such experience as they could gain there. we oh 

So far, ‘Sir, for the substantive part of the resolution. As regards t “4 f 
question of a sericultural nursery at Bholahat, which the Hon'ble Member 


considers to be unnecessary and to be unremunerative, he has stated that ~— 
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garde hone nin in the Malda district are in an experimental stage. I 
_ have visited thé locality, and | emphatically deny that assertion. [have known 
_ the history of sericultural, work in the province for upWards of 15 years and 
ean Say that within the last 5 years there-has been an enormous advance. ‘I'he 
argument of the Hon'ble Member should not appeal to the members of this 
ouncil, when they learn that there has been a steady increase in the amount 
of receipts and that within the last year there has been an increase of half a- 
lakh of rupees from the sale of pure seed. Therefore, if’ we have in this 
district of Malda schemes which have already justified themselves, I think it 
‘is perfectly reasonable that Government should continue on the same lines. 
Again, regarding the matter of the four district agricultural farms to which 
the Hon'ble Member does not desire to give money during the ensuing year, 
I can only say that the increase of such farms jis a policy which, notwith- 
_ standing what the Hon’ble Member has said, has met with general approval 
throughout the province. At the present moment: we have no fewer than 
nine Government farms. We have also got three farms in private proprio- 
torship which are under the supervision of Government. Theto are three 
more which are in hand at present ; and it ig proposed, as the estimates show, 
to make a start with four more in the ensuing year. As was stated in the 
resolution concerning the Agricultural Department issued in June of last year, 
it is the object of Government to have one farm at least. at the headquarters 
-of every district ; and it is in accordance with that policy that provision 
for these four farms has been placed in the estimates which we have before 
us. For these reasons, my Lord, I suggest that the hon’ble mover is not on 
good ground in suggesting that instead of following up experiments which 
ve already justified themselves we should advance on lines which have 
not yet justified themselves. I therefore ask him whether he would be 
‘prepared to withdraw his resolution.” 


The Ron’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said:-— 


“ My Lord, I have already submitted to the Council that it is to be seen 
whether the agricultural farms which are already in existence in the province 
are doing really useful work ém “imparting knowledge of improved methods 
of agriculture to cultivators.’ The real issue is whether Government should 
support these experimental farms only, or should support agricultural schools 

-as well. IT have deer that two of the schools are not yet in full working order, 


but I submit that the time has not yet arrived :to judge what these schools can 


do. Arrangements are being made in another direction to impart knowledge 


in improved methods of agriculture by the starting of a Board of Agriculture, 


and I think the cultivators will derive more benefit from this than from farms. 
_ As [have submitted, the time has not yet arrived for judging the works of 
‘these schools already started, and therefore [ submit that. money should be 
_ taken away from the sericultural nurseries which, as a matter of faet, have not 
done much for the spread of agricultural education. In these nurseries only 


- seeds are perpaced and sold. I know that at Rajshahi sericulture is declining, © 


__ but in Malda it is improving, and this question ought also to be seriously 
_ considered in this connection. Therefore. | submitted that more money should 
be given to Rajshahi where it is most needed. If we are to do something 
 \ towards agricultural education, we must start agricultural classes in connec- 
hie tion with rimary schools er M. B. schools, In that way. we can do some- 
__ thing for the spread of agricultural education, As for experimental farms I 
> think they do not properly benefit the cultivator. My submission is that 
Government should not spend more money on experimental farms at present, 

d reserve some money for the starting of agricultural schools. In‘ that way 
tivators will be more benefited, so I do not think it. would be proper for 
thdraw the resolution, and I press it for the consideration of the 
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| 


‘The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following 
resolution :— =~ 


+. =¥This Council reconimends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be provided for a pasture ground in the 

vicinity of Calcutta ; and 

© (6) that the amount be met by reduction of the provision of Rs. 2,00,000 
for. survey office building under ‘45—Civil Works—Public Works 
Department.” » 
‘He said :— 

“My Lord, the subject which I am about to ‘bring before the Council 
is not a new one; it has been discussed four or five times in this Vouncil, and 
I believe three or four times in the Imperial Council. ,My present resolution 

‘confines the question to the area in the vicinity of Calcutta, The object is 
to improve the milk supply of Calcutta. Lands for grazing grounds have been 
steadily diminishing in Caleutta and its vicinity, and the condition of the 
cattle has been steadily deteriorating, and the question has now become one of 
very great importance, to which the attention of the Government should 

. besdrawn. The prporation of Caleutta for some years have been devoting 
their attention fo this subject. They prepared a scheme for -the establish- 
ment of a dairy farm, but as the Government is aware, on account of legal 
difficulties, that schome had to be kept in abeyance. The main difficulty is not 
only the legal difficulty, but alsothetlack of pasture ground in the vicinity of - 
Calcutta. Added to that. is the high price of fodder. Having regard to 
these facts, I think that ‘the Government should reserve a grazing ground 
near Calcutta. I do not of course mean reserving ground ‘near Maniktola’ 
or Oossipore-Chitpur, but a place somewhere on the Eastern Bengal or East 

- Indian railway line, from where the milk supply of Culcutta can be brought in 

within a few hours’ time. I may also mention that Ido not confine myself 

‘to one grazing ground but as many as can be provided both in the northern 
and southern quarters. I only require Rs. 50,000 to be set apart for this 
purpose, This question was discussed in 1918, when Government decided to 

reserve grazing ground in Government estates and in other places. In the 
vicinity of Calcutta there are still patit lands available, but I am afraid at the 

_ fate they are being reclaimed now, in a few years’ time there ‘will not be land 
enough to start a grazing ground, and hence my proposal if to reserve 
certain lands from now. I therefore move this resolution for acceptance.” 


"The Hon'ble Mr. P. G. Mitter said ;— 


-, “My Lord, so far as. this resolution serves the purpose of drawing the 
attention of the Couucil and of the Government to the necessity of improving 
the milk supply of Calcutta—a question of great importanee—I welcome it, 
but I am afraid the remedy proposed by my hon’ble friend is pot very 
practical. The amount proposed will.not serve much practical purpose, but 
_ above all what will’he do after the grazing ground is-acquired, who is going 
to take advantage of it? If it is the abisht onions goala, then I expeet very 
+ little good. I press for an enquiry and suggest some lines. Your Excellency’s 
' Government is aware that by the extension of the co-operative movement im 
~ the northern suburbs, some benefit has been derived. There is also the 

orporation scheme which, although abandoned by the Corporation of 

ta, eould be taken up by it along with the suburban municipalities 
sary legislation, The question is of such importance that it. 
eful consideration at the hands of Your Excellency’s Government, 

‘it will have that consideration.” ‘ 
; ean ae! 
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Rai M. U. Mitra Bahadur ; Rai D. C. Ghose Bahadur. 
_ “My Lord, I beg to support the resolution. ‘This que: 
of santas land is an old one and nothing in the shape of a t 
is before the Council, The previous discussions on the subjec 
avail. Your Excellency’s Council have been informed that there 

difficulties in carrying out. the scheme in the heart of the gee iia 
such a resolution is vetoed by the Council then in my opinion nothing can be 
done for the supply of good milk to Calcutta. The chief reason for the deteri- 
oration of the milk supply is the high price of fodder and we know this from — 
16 difficulty of ~ 


















our own experience. In Caleutta every one experiences th 
getting fodder at a reasonable price but in’the mufassal this difficulty is 
obviated. The question is how is this difficulty to be solved. [| think there. — 
ought to be not only one pasturage ground for Caleutta but several and the 
Hon'ble Mr. Ps C. Mitter says that lands are to be acquired under the + 
Land Acquisition Act and effective steps ate needed in this connection, If — 
we defer the matter to some future date the difficulty is not solved, and it is. 
therefore that the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur submits for consi-_ 
devation his resolution on the subject and urges that a plot of land or different. 
plots of land be taken up for the purpose of pasturage. I trust if Your 
Excellency's Government. will take into consideration the gravity of the 
situation you will accept the resolution moved by my friend. _In the mufassal — 
the same difficulty was experienced and we could surmount it as there we: 
were ina much better position than Calcutta, because we have large fields — 
where we could graze our cattle. Even in the mufassal it has been suggested » 
that local bodies should provide pasture grounds. It is advisable that ae 
steps should be, taken for the provisign of pasturage lands in the Vicinity. 
of Caleutta.” wont ; oy ES OF 
The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :-— erie er ce 
“My Lord, I too support the resolution. Jt may not. be possible to wor 
it out properly at the present moment, or the amount mentioned in the B 
tion of my friend may be considered insufficient for the purpose, but the — 
resolution serves one purpose—it ventilates the idea of securing pasture 
_ lands in convenient places for the improvement of cattle, Ther e 
there be no immediate benefit from the resolution. were it accepted, aie 
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have some ulterior effect which has much to recommend it. « Itis 

_ view that I have ventured to give my support to the resolution. But I want 
‘to correct one mistake which seems to have crept in in the speeches of t 

preceding speakers, namely, that the milk scheme of Calcutta was al 

: becnuse a legal difficulty was raised. The Corporation of Calcutta k 

ander the existing law tro g of their conirapionts Heated, bate lieve 

_ that the new Calcutta Municipal Bill, which was then -before the Couné 

_ might contain a clause empowering them to carry on a business of this’ kind, 

that is, the business of milk supply. That idea was in the mind 18 


Hon'ble Mr. Payne, who w: probably responsible for th 
tion with which he Waa contain, outlying tracts. es - 
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acquisition proceedings will be taken. I know that land acquisition navece 


ings take only six weeks, but I fajl to understand.why the scheme, which 
is hanging fire for about ten years, cannot be' carried through. I understand 
that the Revenue Department of Government previously raised some objection 


as to giving away some of the khas mahal lands which fell within the scheme; 


They have now given these up, then why is this delay? Iam told that as this 


is not a street scheme the Improvement Trust will have to pay the statutory 
allowance, under the Land Acquisition Act, of 15 per cent. over and above the 
market price to the owners for the acquisition of lands for the purpose of a 
park. I am not inclined to believe this, though it is true that the scheme is 
not progressing. The resolution will have served its purpose if it in any 
way accelerates the acquisition of land for the purpose of a public recreation 
ground. If Government help the Improvement Trust in providing for a 


. public recreation ground, which will also be used asa grazing geound, the 


suburban municipalities may be induced to provide such recreation grounds. 
It is very difficult to acquire lands as suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 
Mitter. It requires the payment of money all over the province and some 
legislative measure has to be undertaken for the promotion of such a scheme.” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Phelps said :-— 


“My Lord, I had no idea that the discussion will take such a turn. One of 
the most detestable things is the spirit of mendicancy, either private or public. 
This matter of the milk supply of Calcutta has been engaging the attention of 
the Culcutta Corporation, to my certain knowledge, for the last 18 years ; 
many schemes have been brought forward and have all ended in failure. 
Some two or three years ago it was thought that we had come to something 
reasonable, and the present Chairman, Mr. Payne, exerted himself very 
considerably over the matter so that the milk committee of that time induced 
some wealthy Marwari gentlemen to put down Rs. 10 lakhs in order to start 
a pasturage and dairy farm. ‘Tat was certainly a manly, straightforward and 
honourable course for people who wanted to benefit the State to take up. 
There was no mendicancy about that and the Corporation was permitted to 
dothe best they could, but I am sorry to say that when the time came for 
these Marwari gentlemen to put their hands in their pockets nothing was to 
be found at all. In this way not only that scheme but several others failed. 


Tt seems to me, Sir, that what is wanted now-a-days is that Government 


should help people who cannot help themselves. As a self-respecting member 
of the Corporation | resent any appeal to Government for assistance in 
this manner unless I misunderstood. my friend, the Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur. If 1 misunderstood him I beg his pardon. I understood him 
to mean to ask the Government to take up certain land outside Calcutta at 
a cost of Rs. 50,000 with the object, I presume, of making,a present to the 
Corporation. I feel sure that the proper thing for the Corporation to do is: to 


-move.in the matter themselves and not to appeal to this Council for assistance 


like a mere charitable institution. If we cannot help ourselyes we have no right 
to ask for help from others....Wealthy and powerful as we are as a Corporation 
we ought to be ashamed to come tothe, Government for help like a, poor 
little village union. We ought to do'these things ourselves. I should like to 


yemark that if one-twentieth or one-fiftieth of the money that is being 


wasted—wickedly wasted—in raising the price of lands in Calcutta unneces- 
sarily had been put, into some useful object like the securing of pasturage or a 


_ dairy farm for Calcutta, it would have redounded to their credit. As it is, 


‘it is 1o their disgrace because at present taking advantage of their wealth 
certain men have made it practically impossible for a middle class man to get 


| asuitable house.” 


‘ 
Mivtiny 
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The President said:— ~ . ‘ Net 


“ Order, order, The Hon'ble Member must not discuss the question’ of 
high rents at present.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps, continuing, said -— 


“TI beg your pardon, Sir. I meant to say that if this wealth had been 
diverted in an honourable manner for providing pasturage for Calcutta. it 
would have redounded to their credit.” : 


_The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :-— 


“My Lord, I support the resolution and on a former occasion I spoke at 
length on this very question. It is not necessary to repeat those arguments 
again. ‘l'o my mind it is the State that ought to provide for the land. It is 
difficult for individuals to arrange for any large piece of land for grazing: 
purpose and, whatever may be the opinion of the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps, I thin 
that, without Government help, nothing can be done for the acquisition of an 
extensive piece of land for the use of the people of Calcutta, ‘The milk’ 
supply ought to be provided for. The maidan, I understand, is not sufficient 
for the purpose of grazing cattle, and although some attempts had now and 
then been made by the Corporation and other private individuals nothing could 
be done. For this reason I think that the land question should be solved by 
the Government and the manner in which the land should then be dealt with 
can be considered later on,” aoa 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said :-— 


“My Lord, the Hon’ble Member, who has moved this resolution has done 

8o obviously for the purpose of drawing public attention to the defects in 

the milk supply of Calcutta. I am quite in. accord: with him and 

other Hon'ble Members who have spoken that a ventilation: of this subject 

i8 right and proper ; but.I disagree with him and the Hon'ble Babu Kishori 

Mohan Chaudhuri, and I agree with the Hon'ble Mr. P. ©. Mitter and the 

Hon'ble Mr. Phelps, that the remedy proposed inthe resolution is’ unsuitable. 

No one can deny that increased pasturage not only in the vicinity of Caloutta 

but throughout Bengal would be better for milch cattle in this country. On 

this subject, as the hon’ble mover has mentioned, there have been frequent 

discussions not only in this Council but in the Imperial Council, on no fewer 

than three times in the Imperial Council and five times in this Council. 

Nevertheless, notwithstanding all this discussion, I am afraid that the 

Hon'ble ‘Member is under a misapprehension if he thinks that at any time 

during these debates the. principle was ‘ever accepted that land should be 

acquired for pasturage at the expense of State fands to be provided by the 

general tax-payer. That is a proposition which has never been accepted 

by Government, and on behalf of Government I do not accept it on the 

present occasion. Itis true that one Hon'ble Member has indicated the 

difficulty of acquiring land jin any quantity without reference to the Land 
Acquisition Act. But that is not the pomt here. ‘The point here is the’ 
furnishing of Government funds for the purpose of the acquisition of 
pasturage land. aan 


As regards the milk supply of Calcutta, we have recently had a very 
useful and interesting analaysis of. the existing arrangements. made by Mr. | 
Donovan, Registrar of Co-operative Societies in 1, In a publie lecture 


® recently placed before the Calcutta public the defects in the existing 
arrangeménts, and he pointed out that these defects were chiefly ie ane 
of bad management which to some extent could be rectified. He pointed — 
out, moreover, how the adoption of co-operative methods had effected an « 
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‘ improvement not only in quantity. but in quality. I also agree with the 


suggestion which has been made that when any more open lands are acquired 
by the existing public bodies, the question ab utifvaing them for gragimg pur- 
poses as well as for recreation should be considered. Finally, as regards the 
question of the powers of the Corporation and the attitude of the Calcutta 
Corporation towards this subject, the Hon'ble Mr. Payne, the present Chair- 
man of the Corporation, has informed the Revenue Department that the 
Corporation scheme for milk supply is at present awaiting the anticipated 
amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act. ma 


These are three possible lines of advance ; but, as the Hon'ble Mr. Phelps 
has correctly painted out, the problem is primarily one jor the Corporation. 
Government appreciate all the difficulties, but they cannot accept the principle 
that land should be provided by the general tax-payer for the purpose. : 


As for the reappropriation suggested in the hon'ble mover’s resolution, it 
was, if I mistake not, not even mentioned by him in his speech. Hon'ble 


. Members will see that it is a suggestion to take-away 2 lakhs from. the 


rovision for a new survey office building in Caleutta. My hon’ble colleague, 
Bir Henry Wheeler, has already directed the attention of the Council to this 
entry in the estimates. Speaking on behalf ofthe Revenue Department, I 
can Say that we are being driven out of our present tenancy. We have 
atranged during the present year to secure land for a new building, and 
we have made arrangements during the next year to construct a building 
for the Survey Department. The sooner we construct a new. building the 
sooner we shall avoid the very high monthly rental, which we are being 
ealled upon to pay in order to get temporary accommodation inthe meantime. 
For thése reasons, Sir, I suggest-that the substantive part of the resolution 
should be rejected, and that it is not practical to adopt the reappropriation 
mentioned in the resolution.” Ma eare 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


ft My Lord, I think the situation has not been clearly understood. In the 
first place there is no question of mendicancy. Mr. Phelps, with rather 
unusual warmth, deprecated mendicancy. 1 do not know where the question 
of mendieancy comes from the resolution which I have tabled before this 
Council, My proposition is a simple one of providing grazing grounds in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, and indirectly although it will benefit the Corporation it 
is not merely the Corporation but also the people outside the »city of Caleutta 
who will be benefited. When the-Corporation took up the question of the milk 
supply in Calcutta, and when their proposals could not be given effect to 
owing to legal difficulties, there was no proposal to ask for grants from Govern- 
ment. We all know that people from outside Calcutta, after meeting tho local 
supply. send their surplus milk to,Caleutta. It-is very reasonable to expect 
that they should have grazing grounds for their cattle. There is no question 
of mendicancy in it. No doubt Mr. Phelps, from his point of view, is quite 
right in saying that so much land might have been more usefully developed, 


_ if money had been spent in that direction, My hon’ble friend has done 


well to take the lead in the matter by launching land devéloping companies 
why could be not do the same in the matter of milk supply ? Example is 
better than precept. However, that is another matter. My hon’ble friend, 
Mr. Mitter, has stated that this is a question which ought to engage the atten- 


. tion of Goyernment, but he says that Rs. 50,000 will not be adequate for the 


urpose. My object im mentioning a particular sum of money was only to 
lraw the special attention of Government to this matter because unless the 
question is taken up by Government nothing will be done. I have also men- 
joned a particular area for this purpose, and if it is necessary 1 am sure the 


, Oaleutta Corporation will not be behindhand in contributing to the scheme.. 
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I repeat there is no mendicancy in it. It is in the fertile brain of the — 
Hon'ble Mr. Poelps. He’ thinks so much of land speculation and wicked rent 
transactions that he cannot but imagine that every resolution that is moved in 


this Council is wicked. 


Coming to the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming’s reply, I find that it is stated that 4 
the Government never promised that they would provide pasture land. That 
is quite correct, but indirectly the Government is bound by a promise in that ~ 
they said that they would offer facilities for the provision of pasture ground, 
There’ are Government estates and Government khas mahal lands in. the 
vicinity of Caleutta, and I think some of this may be utilized as pasture 
grounds. I do not want to tire the Council by quoting the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr 
m reply to some of the questions which were put in this Council. It was 
stated that so far as Government khas mahal lands were concerned, Govyern- 
ment were quite prepared to reserve certain quantities of land for grazing 
purposes, Therefore, in a manner, Government have promised to provide 
grazing ground. The question has been discussed both in the Imperial 
Couneil and in this Council, and has not been decided in any practical way, 
but I believe I-can safely urge Government to redeem their pledge in this 
connection. That this question has been so often discussed in this Council . 
as well as in the Imperial Council is sufficient proof that public opinion is 
very much interested in the matter and desires that Government should pay 
attention to it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said -— 


“ Sir, I should like to mention.one matter with reference to what the 
‘Hon'ble Member has just.said. The action of Government in providing 
grazing grounds in Governmenit estates is in its capacity as zamindar. Jt is 
only right that Government.should set a good example ; and in January, 1919, 
when I had the honour of addressing Council on the same subject, I said that 
IT hoped that this example would be. copied by other zamindars_ in. the 
province.” ’ 


The motion was then put and lost. 


“ ITEM No. XVI. 
The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following resolu- . 


tion :— ‘ 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— i : 
(a) that a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 be provided in the budget for an Alms- 
house for Indians; and yey 
(o) that the expenditure be met from the pftovision of Rs. 5,00,000 to 
the District-Charitable Society under the head “ 20—Police.”’ 
oe 


He said :— \ 


“My Lord, in moving this resolution I have to place certain facts before 
_ the Council. It was in 1832 that the Almshouse was erected in Mirzapore 
Street in Calcutta. This street is well known to many of my Indian srlends 
here. This was temporary accommodation, In 1838 the District. Charitable 
Society was divided into two parts, one looking after the Christian poor of the 
town and the other after the Indian poor. The Indian commiitee, which 
looks after the non-Christian poor, suggested the establishment of an asylum 
for the non-Christian poor, that is for Indians, and Babu Dwarka Nath 
Tagore offered the use of one of his gardens. That suggestion did not 
materialize, for soon after, in 1839, the almshouse committee was int ec 


and the report of that committee was submitted some time in 1840, d they 
salt Wan. 3 





sked Government for a grant of the necessary plot of land 
and also resolved to ite subscriptions fe Re Gaines Ne 
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ment in Amherst Street ; an estimate was prepared, and public subscriptions 
were asked for. The estimate amounted to Something like. Rs. 33,000 
for the ‘necessary buildings and Superintendent's quarters, and was sane- 
tioned in about 1841. In 1844 a further extension was made, ‘but this was 
all for the Christian poor. In 1843 it was decided to make the experiment 
of accommodating a few ‘ native ’ paupers. In February, 1844, 12 huts were 
‘constructed at a cost of Rs. 138 and another range was built ata cost. of 
Rs. 65 in 1845, a total of Rs: 253, which was for ‘ native ’ paupers. Such is 
the brief history of the Almshouse. . The accommodation for the Indian poor 
‘gradually dwindled away. ‘The huts broke down, and were not repaired ; the 
accommodation was not suitable and the structures were demolished. I want 
to draw attention to the fact that a subscription was raised for the building of 
of an Almshouse, Government granted the land, and from the Society’s 
' joint funds Rs. 16,610 was obtained, and subscriptions -to the extent of 
- 15,416-were raised‘; and the subscriptions of Indian gentlemen amounted 
' to Rs. 6.025, besides the sum of Rs. 2,053 made over by the Native Committee 
. of the Central Committee in 1885, ‘They collected that. amount separatel ‘ 
- in order to build a separate Almshouse for Indians, but they could not do - 
‘so, as funds were not sufficient, so they coalesced with the other committee 
and Rs. 8,000 was made over to them, Such, in brief, is the history of the 
Almshouse, and this Almshouse has been all along accommodating the Christian 
oor of the city. I do not wish to distinguish between Indians and Europeans 
in this connection, but many of them are really Tndians, although they are 
Christians, As regards the non-Ghristian poor, there is no accommodation, 
Now that the whole thing is to be started afresh and the land is being sold, 
I belieye Government get about 4 or 5 lakhs of rupees out of the proceeds 
»and that money will be utilized for building an Almshouse. T (ake this 
‘opportunity to respectfully represent to the Government whether some : 
‘money sd Some accommodation should not be provided for the Indian poor, J 
mean the non-Christian poor. I hope that, this reasonable request of mine will 
receive sympathetic consideration. There isan institution in Calcutta known 
as the ‘Refuge,’ which partially accommodates the poor of the city, Christian 
‘and non-Christian. But I’ think that it will be admitted that it is not 
adequate and although it is managed by private subscriptions and partly by 
a grant-in-aid-from Government, I think that. a sum of money should be | 
‘set apart for the erection’ of.an Almshouse for the Indian poor. It will greatly 
help the large number of indigent and distressed people who:loaf about the 
city, and T believe that the beggar question will be largely solved by  pro- 
viding them with accommodation. | have nothing more to say.” ~ - 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :-— ‘ty 
““My Lord, the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur, if I understand him rightly, seems 
to have been impelled to move this resolution by some kind of idea that the 
Indian community, as: distinct from the Christian community, have some 
claims in connection with the recent, proposals in regard to the Amherst Street 
Site, though it seems clear, even from the details he has given, that, historically, 
the relief given in the way of poorhouse relief has been practically given to 
the Christian community, as indeed was onl to be expected, looking’ to 
the social customs of the two communities. Whoteas almshouse relief is a 
- feature of Poor Law relief in the West, it is not so, to anything like the same 
degree, in the t, where charity is provided in other, and perhaps better, . 
_ Ways, I will, however, briefly refer to what has been done as regards’ the 
_ Auherst Street site. My information is that the Amherst Street sité was given 
to, and has been in the possession of, the District Charitable Society for the 
‘elief of poverty since the year 1840, when the almshouse for Christiaus was 
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constructed upon it. In 1878 the workhouse was built on a portion of the 
land, and in 1915 a committee; which enquired into the working: of this 
institution, strongly condemned the running of the almshouse and workhouse ; 
as more or less one and the same institution, They were also influenced by the 
idea that in a congested area like Calcutta it is best to push this kind of institu-, 
tion further out, leaving valuable land in the heart of the city for other 
purposes. Therefore they proposed that the workhouse and the almshouse — 
should be separated, and a new-almshouse constructed in the suburbs. ‘The 
Society then approached Government for assistance towards this See 
they, on their side, offering to part with their right of use of this land, which 
was given to them in 1840 for so long as it was used for poor ‘relief, We 
negotiated last year, and eventually we agreed thatthe northern ‘portion of . 

_ the land should he sold to the Improvement Trust for an open space, which 
in itself would be a considerable improvement to that part of the town; the 

» workhouse will remain where it is. and we shall also get a site fora new 
police section thana. In consideration of the whole transaction, we said 
we would give them a grant of Rs. 5 lakhs towards the building of a new 
almshouse in the suburbs. G 


I do not think, therefore, from the history of this transaction which I 
have given, that the theory is correct that there is anything in the nature of 
a claim pertaining to the Indian community in respect’of this land. while as 
a proposition advocating the. construction of an almshouse for the Indian 
community I doubt whether the resolution is altogether opportune, As this 
Council is aware, we had a debate some 18 months ago on the question of 
mendicancy in Calcutta and we subsequently had an enquiry. The results 
of that enquiry have recently been made public ‘in a resolution of the 10th 
February, and we have outlined a policy for the construction of an 
infirmary, that is, a refuge for the infirm and disabled poor, and an industrial 
school for the children of that same class, and we have convened a’ second 
committee to put up practical details as to what can be done in that direction. 
They are not bound by our tentative decisions, but we have given them as a 
fair basis for further vestigation. Therefore, we are bound to wait for the 
report of this committee, and the proposals that they may put before us, 
before we can go further into the matter. If they recommend the construc- 
tion of an infirmary and. an industrial school, wg shall have to do our best to 
undertake it. But pending that, it is not much use making a budget provi- 

* sion of this kind, - ‘ . 


_ It is further to be remembered, in respect of the Indian poverty in 
Calcutta, that there is also the ‘ Refuge,’ which, since 1913, has received very 
nearly a lakh of rupees from Government, while it also receives a recurring 

ant. I mention this to show that Indian poverty is: not neglected ‘by ~ 

overnment. For these reasons, I do not propose to make the _change 
suggested in the budget.” as Biot ck vey 2 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— (aera 


“My Lord, I have listened with great interest to the reply of the Hon’ble — 
Sir Henry Wheeler. He ig quite right in saying that in 1840 the land was | 
made over, but I, as an pirate, official of the District Charitable Society, - 
and the Secretary to its Indian section, m ‘itted to point out that es 
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by As. the Hon'ble. Member _has rightly observed on account, of the social 
differences and customs, there is great difficulty in providing for the non-. 
Christian poor, That is one of the difficulties, but [ may say this, that we 
have enquired into this question. The difficulty is there, but quarters pro- 
“vided for the Indian poow were only miserable huts and my proposal is to 
replace these huts by a building and not to accommodate both Christian and 
non-Christian poor in the same building. Now that the whole thing is to be 
sold outright, I have thought fit to suggest that a lakh of rupees out of 
this 5 lakhs should be set apart for the non-Christian poor, so that an 
(ee may be provided for them. With this object in view I move this 
resolution,” - <a 


oe The motion was put and lost. Babe 


ITEM No. XVII. 


" ? Tke Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following resolu- 
tion :— =~ ; % 


This Council recommends ‘to the Governor in Gouncil— 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 10,000 be provided for promotion of cottage 
industries among destitute widows ; and 


(6) that. the expenditure “be : met from the lump provision of 
Rs. 1,72,000 for the development. of industries in “ 26B— 
Scientific and Miscetlaneous Budget.” : 


He said :— 


“My Lord, I do not think I need take up the time of the Council by a 
long speech. In the Civil Estimates, page 163, there is a provision of 
Rsz 1,72,000 for development of industries, and, this is perhaps the first 
year when the Director of Industries will take up his work in right earnest. 

previous years we made provision for the appointment of a Director of 

Industries in the budget, but I believe he was too mach engrossed with his 
_work in the Munitions Board to devote any time to this subject. Nothing 
has been said as to the main heads on which this provision should be spent. 
My present resolution is that having regard to the economic distress in the 
untry, especially among the poor women and widows, a beginning may be 
made in the direction of helping all the small cottage industries in which 
_ female labour is employed. I know that there are some charitable institutions 
and societies and with the district charitable institution I am personally . 
connected. We have started a small industry where poor widows receive 
- some stipend which is hardly sufficient for one meal a day. If some other 
_ industries are started these poor widows may earn something in addition to 


what they fon the Indian commanity which amounts to about (say) Rs. 3 
AR EA oe Phergfore tarieeceeaiical knowledge of difficulties of these 
women learning some sort of industry, I thought that if Government were 






?p to pay some attention to this matter that would goa great way 
~ towa By lc ol widows. What I want, my Lord; is this : 
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industries to t poor widows. It willbe a gteat advantage if the 
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the Director of Industries which will be granted to such institutions or 
societies which he thinks fit. This matter, my Lord, requires more earnest, 


and sympathetic consideration of Government, and it is with that view I 
have brought this matter before the Council.” « 


- 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :-— 
“My Lord, I beg to support this resolution, I have some experience of the 


condition of these poor widows when we found that the price of foodstuffs and — 


other necessaries of life was rising very high. We then thought it nec 

to have some sort of school where these poor widows could be taught some 
cottage industry to earn their livelihood: The difficulty was that we did not 
get skilled teachers and consequently we had to abandon that idea. Then again 
we wanted to employ, as my hon’ble friend has said, literate widows but they 
could not learn the work very well. It is necessary that Government should 
encourage these widows to taka up some cottage industries and without 
Government intervention it would not be a success. The resolution asks for 
the provision of the very modest sum of Rs. 10,000 and if Government accept 
this resolution that will, I think, give some encouragement to these poor 
widows.” 


* 


- The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said -— 


“My Lord, while I deprecate carmarking this sum in this manner in’ the 
budget, I do not want to rule out of court the possibility of money being spent 
in'this way during tlie ensuing year. If it is thought desirable so to spend it, 


_ it is in the budget, and it can be spent without the acceptance of this resolu- 


tion. My objection to earmarking it is that no body seems to have any clear 
idea as to what exactly is meant by the proposal, and I doubt if the speech *of 
the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur has altogether dispelled that 
vagueness. nse 


‘> 


~ When we. received notice of this resolution we consulted Mr. Meek, the 


Director of Industries, about it, but as the Hon’blé Rai Radha Charan Pal has 


Pe 


assistance to the devélopment of cottage industries through the Home 
tries Association, which receives a grant of Rs. 18,000, and. ‘ibly assist- 


said, the Department of Industries has only just been formed, and while we 
hope it will soon get fairly into its stride, it is handicapped by the absence of 
the necessary establishment subordinate to the Director. We'hope to secure 
that shortly, but the matter-is being delayed at the moment until the Govern- 
ment of India finally decide whether the recruitment for the department. 
should be by provinces, or, following the lines of the Industries Committee's 
report, of a central character. Therefore Mr. Meek has not yet got at his 


disposal the establishment that can work out the details of a scheme of this 


kind. He tells us that something is being done in -this direction in Madras, 
though he has not got detailed information about. it. Further enquiries will, 
in 


however, be made and if there are any possibilities of money being uti 
this way, | have no doubt they will be made use of. But I° would utter one 


word of warning as regards the general tenor ‘of this resolution, and ‘that is. 
- that the Department of Industries is not intended to be a charitable’ institu-. 
tion ; it is meant primarily to foster the industries of the country, not to give — 


relief to poor widows. The Council will also remember that we alroaly 
ance to these widows comes within the purview of their activities.’ 


although we are perfectly ready to make further enquiries as to-the fea 
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Brvieal Pianwiak Savonont. . 
Rat R. C. Pal Bahadur. 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, I never meant that it should be a charitable gift to the poor 
widows. What I meant to express is this : that at present there are certain 
institutions which are helping these poor widows to learn some sort of indus- 
try, and the difficulty first of ull is that they cannot get suitable teachers. 
What [ want is that Government should train some literary females to learn 
the business and they may in their turn teach others. There are some: insti- 
tutions no doubt, but they do. not want that Government should assist them, 
but what they want is that Government should train some widows and give 
grants to such institutions as may seem deserving to them. It will be also - 
helping the poor women to earn’ their livelihood. This cannot be said to 
be purely charitable—it is reproductive becatte they will not want charity 
for ever.’ 


The motion was then put and lost. 


ITEM No. XVIII. 
The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan et Bahadur moved the following LES - 


tion :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— 


(a) that a sum of Rs. 25,000 be provided for building quarters for 
sub-registrars in the Presidency for the year 1920-21 ; and 
(4) that the amount be met by a corresponding reduction being made 
in the mF provision of Rs. 2,00,000 under “ 82—Miscella- 
neous. 


He said :— : 
““My Lord, this is a subject to which the attention of Government has 
from time to time been drawn, and it is well-known, I believe, that the 


Registration Department has got some 400 sub-registrars who are ‘employed 
throughout the Presidency of Bengal. Their salary ranges from Rs, 50 


‘to Rs. 250. ‘Their hardship is such that I am sure it will excite the 


ogo ped of everybody, having no place to put their heads. in. In many 
places they have to live not only in thatched huts ‘but also in cow sheds, 
and some of them have to lie down on the office table as there is no other 
place obtainable in many places i in the mufassal. The Registration Depart- 
ment is now a very remunerative Department : its income being 27 lakhs and 
the expenditure only 14 lakhs. Therefore, I think, it is fair and equitable 
that *some portion of this money should be devoted every year for building 
houses and offices for the sub-registrars, At present I understand Govern- 
ment haye to pay rent for their offices and the sub-registrars have also to 
pay rent for their quarters in thatched houses.. If they are provided with 
some decent quarters they will also be paying rent to Government and 


Government will also, I think, be saved of the expenditure on house-rent 


for their offices, and in my humble opinion this will not wholly be an unre- 
munerative outlay. My object in asking to provide Rs, 25,000 is simply to 
make a stari. I am not in a position to say how much, the Government will: 
be able to spend every year. I want to draw the. attention of Government 


to the urgency of this matter and also to induce the Government to make a 


Start so that a reasonable sum of money may. be set ent every vent for the 


dias igen of the sub-registrars. 


’ With these observations I beg to commend the ‘resolution to iis accep- 


. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said oT heparitl A served edher rch ad aw ast? 


“My Lord, the hon'ble moyer desires to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to the desirability of building quarters throughout Bengal for the sub- 
registrars in their rural offices. He is quite right in stating that the present 
situation is not satisfactory; but he might have informed the Couneil how 
the present situation has arisen. He is aware that before 1905. the sub- 
registrars in the province were all paid by commission ; they stayed at their 
own homes, and there was no question of Government quarters. The 


provincialization of the department in 1905 however entirely altered the - 


position. It is true, as the hon’ble mover has also said, that Government 
by the present arrangement have to pay a considerable sum, not lese than 
Rs. 32,000 a year, in rent. Some time ago the Inspector-General was asked 
to formulate his requirements in order of urgency. He submitted a list of 
no less than 49 places where quarters for the sub-registrars and offices 
should be built. During the present year I find that three sets of buildings 
are under construction, and in the estimates which are before us I find that 
it has been proposed to build at Government expense at least one extra 
sub-registration office. That being so, the point which the Hon’ble Member 
desires to press is conceded, namely, more might be done; and in view 
of that Tam prepared to accept his resolution. But in view of the amount 
of money available, I would ask that the first part, of the resolution should 
* read as follows :— . 


‘That a sum of Rs. 23,000 be provided for building offices and quarters 
for sub-registrars in the presidency for the year 1920-21 :’ 


That is to say, Rs. 23,000 would be substituted for Rs. 25,000. 


As regards the reappropriation suggested, it is always undesirable to 
spend money from the allotment. for * miscellaneous’ at the beginning of 
the year. But I am able to meet the case because there is a provision for 
the improvement of the conditions of sub-registrars regarding which some 
time ago the Bengal’ Government submitted proposals to the Government of 


India. Owing to this provision I find an item of Rs, 23,000 in the budget, - 


which has been entered under orders of the Government of. India. This 


Government, however, has quite independently made provision under - 


another item for as much as will be required under this head (approximately 
Rs, 11,000), in the present year. . That being so, the sum of Rs. £3,000 in the 
Registration Budget becomes available, I am therefgre prepared to say that 
Government will accept the first part of the resolution provided that 


Rs. 23,000 be substituted for Rs. 25,000, and the second part if it read as. 


follows :— 


‘The amount be met from the provision of Rs. 23,000 for thé revision of 
_ salaries of officers in accordance with the recommendation of the Public 
_ Services Commission under the head XII—Registration.’” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said -— Ete 
. My Lord, I accept the suggestion of the Hon'ble Member.” 


The resolution was then put in the following amended form and agreed 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council— ae 


(a) that a*sum of Rs. 23,000 be provided for building offices and ‘ 


* quarters for sub-registrars in ‘the presidency for the year 
1920-21; and ; : eens “as 


~ 
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_ Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
' the prowisions of the Government of India Aet, 1915, 





‘The Obani met in the ici Chamber at Government House, 
Caleuita, on Monday, the 15th Mareh, 1920, at 11 a.m 
) 


Present : 


His KzccHlaioy the Right Hon'ble Lawrence Joun *Lumuey Dunpas, 
Eart or Ronaupsnay, G.c.L4., Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, presidin ng. 


‘The Hon’ ble Str Henry WHEE.eR, k.c.LE., C.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Cummine, 6.8.1., 0.05. 


The Hon'ble Sim Bisay CuHann Manran, K.C:8.1., _K.0:1.B3, 1.0.M.. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


The -Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Srernenson, C.8.1., C.1.E. 

The Hon'ble Sir Cuarces SrEvENsoN-Moore, K.C.LE., C.¥.0, 

The Hon'ble Masor-Genrra. W. H. B. RoBINsON, C.B., 1.M.8. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monanan. 

‘The Hon'ble Mr. L. S. 8. O’Maztey, CLE. 

“The Hon'ble Mx. G. N. Ror. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. Marr. 

The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. McAurin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowxey, mia 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornet, OLE, 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. ‘Payne, 

‘The Hon'ble Kuan Bawapur Mavivs Aminun Istam. \ 
v the Hon'ble Mr. 8. W. eee 


The Hon'ble Imrisnam-vi-Mu.x Rats-up-Davia Amrr-uL-Omran Nawab , 
_ Sm Asir Qavr Saryip, Waster Avr Minza Kwan Banapor Manapat 
; ee K.C.8.1., K.C.V.0., Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 


‘ ‘The Hon'ble Siz Harmwons Nata Mookersee, K.0.LE. 
‘The Hon'ble Sir Nuraran Sarxan, Kr. 


‘The Hon'ble Mr, U. D. M. Hinpiey, 


a 
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The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. ArpEn-Woon, CLE. 
The Hon'ble Rasa Hrisnixesu Law, 0.1.5. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Provash CHUNDER on C.LE. 

The Hon’ble Basu Stv Narayan MukHeErJt. 
The Hon’ble Kumar Suis Soeknaneswar Ray. 
The Hon'ble Basu Brosenvra Kisnor Ray Onaupuort. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Cuanpra Sinan. 
The Hon’ble Sir ienl Prasap SARBADHIKARI, Kr., C.LE. 
The Hon'ble Rar Devenper Cuunper Guose Biniboa ’ 
The Hon'ble Rat Rapna Cuaran Pat Banapor. 
The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Warson-Suyri. 
The Hon’ble Mr. W. O. Grazesrook. 
The Hon'ble Mr. W: H. Pues. 
The Hon’ble Maurvr Anu. Kase. 
_ The Hon’ble Mr. M. Asurar Ani Kaan Cuaupnori. 
The Hon'ble Maunyvi A. K. Fazi-ui-Hag. 
The Hon'ble Kaan Sanip AMAN ALI, ‘ 
The Hon’ble Basu BHapenpra OCnanpra Ray. 
The Hon’ble Rat Monenpra CHanpra Mirra Banapour. 
The Hon'ble Basu Surenpra Natu Ray. | 
The Hon'ble Banu Monenpra Nava Ray, CLE. 


The Hon’ble Banu Kishort Monan Cuaupuurt. 





LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. | 


THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. 


_ The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved for - 
are to introduce a Bill to restrict temporarily the increa$e of rents in 
alcutta. . , ) 


He said :-— 


‘ 


‘ 
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_ The Calcutta Rent Bill. 
he Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


“My Lord, it will be within the recollection of Members of this Council 
that at the meeting held on the‘3rd of September last the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps 
urged that Government should appoint- a Commission to inquire into the ° 
causes of the excessive land values and high rents in Calcutta and. if 
possible, to suggest remedies. Government recognised that there had been 
a remarkable enhancement in land values and house-rents in Calcutta. They 
accepted the resolution and appointed on the 30th September, 1919, a re- 
presentative Committee to inquire into its causes, its extent and degree. to 
examine the charge of profiteering made against landlords and t> submit 
proposals for remedial measures if they considered it practical and desirable 
to control or limit the rise in rents. The Committee's report was received by 
Government on the 23rd February and Members of the Council are probably 
aware of its contents. 


The Committee came to the conclusion that-the situation was such as to 
call for direct and immediate action. They deprecated the enactment of an 
.Act for the restriction of rents on the lines of legislation in England, Bombay 
‘and Rangoon, but urged’that an Act should be passed for the creation of an 
authority with power to extend up to one year the period of notice to quit in 
the case of tenants who admit liability to ejectment from the premises 
occupied by them. They further recommended certain measures for the 
permanent improvement of conditions by opening up suburbs into which it is 
unnecessary at this stage to enter, although I may say Government are 
‘ giving their serious attention to the question of permanent improvement of the, 
position in Calcutta and are now examining the proposals of the Rent Committee 
with regard to further building developments as without which a Rent 

Restriction Act would be futile by itself. 


The position revealed by the report is that the expansion qf Caleutta has 
not kept pace with the needs of its population, while building operations were 
reduced to a minimum during the war. At the same time there has been a 
land boom consequent on the fact that house and landed property was a 
favourite field for the investment of large profits made during the war ; and 
there has been speculation, often of a wild and reckless character. As a 
result of these factors-an abnormal situation has-arisen. ‘The housing accom- 
modation in Calcutta is unequal to the demand, and landlords are in a 
position to abuse their legitimate rights and to. compel tenants to pay exor- 
bitant rents. Scarcity or monopoly rents are being exacted not only for 
residential premises but also, I believe, for shops and offices. The supply of 
houses cannot be made equal to the demand for some time to come ; and it 
seems certain that unless there is some system of control, rents will rise still 
higher and an intolerable situation will be created. It is, therefore, necessary 
temporarily to protect the general public against the rapacity of a limited 
section and so tide over the transitional period which must elapse before house ; 
accommodation in Calcutta is adequate to the requirements of its residents and 
economic rents are paid instead of monopoly or scarcity rents. 


Government recognised that the evil called for prompt action and the 
question for their decision was what immediate steps should be taken. The 
remedy suggested by the Committee appeared to Government to be inadequate, 
and they were not impressed by the arguments advanced by the Committee 

-against legislation for the restriction of rents. The same view has been 
taken by the public and the press, both Indian and European... They are 
generally against the proposals of the Committee and insistently demand 
- immediate legislation in order to control and limit the rise of rents. Public. 
meetings have been held, the correspondence columns of papers have been 
- filled with complaints and requests for Government intervention, and a 
strong agitation has already been set on foot. 
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The report of the Committee does not give any specific instances of 
large increases of . rents which have oceurred, but [may be 
permitted to cite some cases which have come ,to the notice of Government 
and which show how inordinate are thé enhancements’ which have 
been made. In one case rent was enhanced by 17 per cent. in 1918, by 83 
per cont. in 1919, and yet again by 50 per cent. in 1920. In another case 
there was an increase of 10 per cent. in 1919 followed by 160 per cent. in 
1920. In athird an enhancement of 20 per cent. was followed by one of 
140 per cent. Ina fourth the rent was enhanced by 15 per cent. in 1918, 
by 16 percent, in 1919 and by.144 per cent. in 1920. In another case the 
enhancement amounted to 30 per cent. in 1918 and to only one per cent. in 
1919, but this was made up for by an enhancement of 146 per-cent. in 1920, 
Another bad case was one in which there was an increase of 40, 8 and 84 per 
cont. in the three years. 


To leave percentages and come to actual figures I may quote some cases” 
to show the difference between rents in 1917 and 1920. ‘Firstly, I may 
mention small premises with a rental of less than Rs. 50 a month: in two 
cases a rent of Rs. 16 has risen to Rs. 32-4 and Rs. 40, respectively. A rent 
of Rs. 22 has risen to Rs. 56, of Rs. 27 to-Rs. 60, of Rs. 35 to Rs. 82, and in 
two cases of Rs. 36 to Rs. 80 and Rs. 82. 


In the case of more highly rented houses the rent of one house has. risen 
from Rs. 52 to Rs. 150 per mensem. In another case it has gone up from 
Rs. 58 to 100, and.in a third case from Rs. 70 to 225. ’ 


Again in the case of houses at a rental of more than Rs. 100, the follow- 
ing enhancements are typical— . 


From Rs, 155 to Rs. 350, 


” ” 


20.,, ,, 400. 
» » 260, Re. 290 and Rs. 300 to Rs. 600 in all three cases, 


In yet another case where a rent of Rs. 350 was paid under three years’ 
- lease, arent of Rs. 375 was demanded and agreed to Jast year ; the rent has 
now been put up to Rs. 1,000. The rent of a shop which used to be Rs. 750 
was suddenly raised to Rs. 2,750. ‘To show what’ wild speculation there has 
been—certain property in Caleutta was offered two years ago-for a price 
of Rs, 3,40,000, and recently changed hands for Rs. 22 lakhs. The rapacity 
of certain landlords appears to have been further stimulated by the Rent’ — 
Committee's report, the publication of which led.them to demand highly 
enhanced rents. In one case, for instance, a tenant received from his 
landlord, on the date on which the report Was published, a notice demand- 
ing an increase of rent from Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 and threatening 
ejectment in case of “non-compliance. The exorbitant denmiands of such. 
landlords apply not merely to any singlé, class of houses whether large or 
small, but both to large premises and small ones, and to shops and offices as ‘ 
well as to residential buildings ; and the rise is not confined to any particular 


' part-of Caleutta, but as far as we can ascertain, it is general. 


_ For instance, in Lower Circular Road the rent of three rooms has been 
raised from Rs. 100 to Rs, 175; in Elliot Road the rent of a house-with seven 
rooms has been increased from Rs. 220 to Rs. 400; in Zakaria Street the 
rent of one room was Rs. 18, it is now Rs. 35 ; in Boloram De Street Rs.'80 was 
demanded for a house let for Rs. 40 in the year 1916, and the rents of many , 
flats south of Park Street have been raiged from Rs.:200 or thereabouts 
to Rs. 400. ° at ; BORON HAG 

After careful consideration of the problem and its possible solutions we 
_ came to the conclusion that the best remedy was to proceed with a Bill on the _ 
_ lines of the Bombay Rent Acts and of the Bill for the restriction of rents in | 
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Rangoon which was passed by the Burma Legislative Council at the end of 

- January. We have ascertained from the Bombay Government that their: 
Acts have had an appreciable effect in checking the rise of rents in Bombay and 

_ their working had been on the whole successful. 


These Acts were of a temporary nature, . but their benefit has been so 
much appreciated that last: year their operation was extented for two 
years after the date of the termination of the war in response to a genuine and 

widespread demand that they should be continued. I frankly admit that a 
measure of this kind is an interference with private rights, but those rights 
have, been clearly abused in many instances, and it is the duty of Govern- 
ment, as guardian of the public interest, to prevent private persons from 
abusing their privileges when their abuse deprives the public of the necessi- 
ties of ‘ie such as houses, As I said in replying on behalf of Government 
to the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps’ resolution in September—“ In cases such as 
this it is, I conceive, where profiteering becomes a general and flagrant abuse, 
that State control in an economic sphere can be most easily justified.” At the 
same time however Government feel that such a measure should be only of 
temporary duration, and it is therefore provided that the Bill, which'l have 

’ the honour to introduce, should be in force for only three years. It is hoped 
that by the expiration of this period conditions will bave improved, the supply 
of houses will have been made equal to the demand, the present shortage will 
have disappeared and rents will again be on an economic basis. Further in 
order not to discourage building and private enterprise we have provided 
that the Act with its limitations shall not apply to any houses which may be 

in course of erection at the time of “its commencement or which may be 
erected subsequently. 


» [now turn to the provisions of the Bill. Clause 2 of the Bill is proposed 
to apply to ground rents a8 well as house’ rents and to shops, stalls, etc., 
as well as to residential premises, It has not been possible to bring rooms 
in hotels and boarding houses within the scope of the Bill. “They are left for 
the most part to persons who come and go, and apart from this, people pay 
not merely for thé rooms they occupy but also for their food and the service 
given them. Their case is therefore very different from that of ordinary 
tenants. But if it were possible in any. way to bring them within the 
purview of the Act, I personally w6uld welcome it and Government. have an, 
open mind on this subject at present. : 


\ Clause 2(f) defines standard rent. This will ordinarily be the rent at 
which premises were let on the Ist of April 1919 or in cases where they were 
+ ms let on that date the rent at which they were last let before the Ist of 

pril, 1919. The'reason why this particular date is fixed’ is that the Rents 
Committee’s Report has shown that it was in the second part of 1919 and 
in the present year that abnormally high rents became common. There had 
been considerable increases in 1918 and the first part of 1919, but they 
were not so preposterous and out ‘of reason as they became later. The 


. sélection of a particular date is necessarily a matter of some difficulty and it 


must be somewhat arbitrary, but we have selected this date as approximat- 
- ing the time from which conditions became abnormal. In doing so we ‘have 
endeavoured to be fair both to the landlords who have already obtained 
considerable enhancement, and to the tenants who at that time were not 
tte. axed to the same extent as later in the year.. The effect of fixing 
the will be that the landlords will get the same return on their money 
as on the Ist of April 1919, when there had been already considerable 


increases of rent. There are however some reasonable ‘exceptions made 


_ in fayour of the landlord. First, ‘where the landlord’s. taxes have been 
increased since that date, the standard rent may be increased proportionately. 
Secondly, it may. be increased on account of improvement and structural 


‘ 
\ 
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alterations made by him. Thirdly, if the rent actually paid on the Ist of 
April 1919 was iB low, the Controller may substitute for it a higher rent . 
which however shall not be higher than the highest rent paid since April 
Ist, 1914. In addition to this the landlord is protected against harass- 
ment by the provision that no charge of an offence shall be brought without ° 
the previous sanction o° the Controller or after six months from the date on 
which the offence is alleged to have been committed. Clause (/) (i) provides 
that in cases where premises were not let on or before the Ist of April 1919, © 
the standard rent shall be the rent at which they were or shall be first let 
after that date. This should be read with the lagt clause of the Bill about. 
néw houses to which I have already referred. ‘Thé*effect will be that this 
’ provision will apply only to houses which have already ‘been built, while 
andlords will be free to charge whatever rent théy like in the case of honses’ 
which are now being built or may be built hereafter, - Ns ros 








Clause 4 proyides that if the rent is increased above the standard rate 
the excess amount shall be irrecoverable ; but there is the important proviso 
that this shall not apply to rent which accrued due before the commence- 
ment of the Act. In other words landlords will be in a position to recover 
rent from ‘tenants for the occupation of houses before the Act comes into 
operation. The idea is that the Act,shall restrict the increase of rent in future 
and not have retrospective effect. In fact, the desire of Government, is not to 
have any punitive measure, but to allow past transactions to hold good. On 
this account 'it is not proposed to debar the recovery by landlords of rent 
due upto the date of the:commencement of the Act or to allow tenants to 
recover from landlords sums paid prior to that date. " 


Clause 5 allows an increase of rent on account of improvements or 
structural alterations effected by laidlords and should be read with clause 15 
under which the Controller may make an order increasing the rent in such 
eases by an amount not exceeding 10 per cent. of the expenditure incurred 
by the landlords, This provision is more generous than the Rangoon Bill 
which allows a maximum of only 8 per cent. i id 


Clause 9 is an important feature of the Bill as it is designed to prevent 
the payment of salamis. If salamis were not prohibited, the object of the 
Bill would practically be defeated, as landlords unable to enhance their rents 
would undoubtedly recoup in this way. At the same time we have been care- 
ful to provide that this clause will apply only to future payments of salami ; 
payments already due under written agreement made’ before the passing of 
the Act are not affected. 

. Clause 10 deals with the important matter of ejectment, and I trust it 
will be realised that it gives substantial protection to the tenant. He is 
saved against ejectment so long as he pays or is ready to. pay rent to. the 
extent allowed by the Act and performs the conditions of the tenancy. He 
will not of course be protected against his own negligence or misconduct if 
he makes’ himself a nuisance or damages the premises.” a 

Clause 15 defines the powers and duties of the Oontroller. Here I way 
point out that under clause 2 the standard rate is automatically fixed and the 
Controller has power to fix the rents only in cases where there are. special 
reasons justifying a variation from the standard rent. 3 


He is noi to be a final authority and is not to be allowed to exercise’ hix 
powers without challenge, for under clause 18/there can be a reference from 
his decisions to the Chief Judge of the Small Cause Court or to the Judge of 
such other Court as the Government may direct ; che mnrowiniot tones mais 
other than the Small Cause Court Chief Judge will cover cases in which the 
latter has no jurisdiction. BRITE FE digi nae sy % 

Before I conclude { wish to make a few observations of a candid nature 
in the way of an appeal to all such Members of the Legislative Council, 


’ . 


‘ . 
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whether European or Indian, who have landed interests. In making this 


appeal my special qualification is that, apart from being a Member of Govern- 
ment, | am myself not only a landholder but a Calcutta property owner as well 
and as such I have fully considered the position of the landlords in this city 
in a measure of this nature: and in introducing it feel that when we take 
into consideration the gtate of things in certain quarters that have been 
brought to light, the measure ig urgently called for and deserves the support 
of all rational thinking men. No civilised Government could after these 
revelations sit still and do nothing, and therefore action and early action has 
got to be taken. 


_ As you know, recently, ‘rént-paying Calcutta has been conyulsed with 
anti-landlord feelings for the grasping tactics of some of the property owners’ 
in the city, and in consequence to-day the Government are faced with a problem 
which in duty bound they have to face and solve as satisfactorily as possible 
for all parties concerned. I should like to assure you that in pressing for this 


legislation Government do not wish to show any zid against the landlords 


as a body. The main object underlying this legislation is to create a healthy 
spirit of competition for further building developments and to restrict rents 
until the growth of Calcutta is more assured and until those landtords who 
have in their lu8t for greed inflated house rents in a most. unwarrantable 


“manner realise their mistake and accept the principle that, whilst it is really 


wicked to put up rents in the exorbitant way that they have done when build- 
ing accommodation is hmited, the principle of building more and distributing 
the increase of rents over a larger number of boldings is not only legitimate 
but a commendable one. | . 


I have tried my best from the point of view of fairness to the Calcutta 


.landlords to include in the Bill safeguards to their legitimate privileges, and 


it is quite possible that m discussions in the Select Committee or in this 
Council hereafter, any such provisions that we may have overlooked or which 
are at the present moment in the Bul, may either have to be inserted or modi- 
fied, provided the demands were both logical and reasonable and provided 
between this day and that om which the Bill will come up for final discussion 
in this Council for being passed into law profiteering or rack-renting to such 
an extent is not indulged in as to force the hands of Government to with- 
draw the safeguards for landlords which, in good faith, they have already 
inserted in the draft Bill: i 


I should like the landlords of Caleutta and even those outside it to bear 


“in mind that we are living at a time of world-wide unrest. One has only got 


to see around to discover for oneself the mighty war of Supply versus Demand, 


- Capital versus Labour that is raging everywhere. It would, therefore, be to. 


the real interests of landlords to consider very carefully their attitude 
towards this Bill. On them would lie a graver responsibility than on Govern- 
ment if fhe Bill by any chance got wrecked. If, however, they are guided 
by a spirit of reasonableness then it is a golden opportunity for them to show 
that they are not altogether selfish, that their motto is * To live and let live’ 
and that the gentlemen, who represent the landlords’ interests in ‘this 
Council; really mean to assist Government in pushing through a measure 
which cannot any longer be delayed. Let it be a fair show for all,:and let 
if not be, as it unfortunately in some instances has become, due to the grasping 
nature of a particular coterie of man, a Savage grim conspiracy of plunder. 


© We-have arrived at an age of assertion when even amongst the lowest 


strata of human society there are perceptible rumblings of upheaval and an 


_ lead to disaster. 


awakening among the humblest which cannot be lulled back to sleep. Those, 
therefore, in authority, in power or in possession of wealth and riches, have 
got to realise that in imbibing the spirit of tolerance alone lies safety for 
thai is the ery of the hour, of the day, of the age whilst intolerance can but 


“4 
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I, therefore, with all’ the emphasis I can command, appeal to all in 
the Council possessing landed interests to weigh the matter very carefull 
in your minds and to lend us your support and use your great influence with. 
those outside in getting for your city an Act which is after all going to bea - 
temporary measure, but which is full of great potentialities for the future 
. 


devélopment of residential Calcutta. ” 


The. motion was then put and agreed to. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 6 AND 6A. 
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that 


the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. consisting of the Hon'ble 
Mr. O'Malley, the Hon’ble Mr. G, N. Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. Payne,’ the 
Hon'ble. Mr. Goode. the Hon’ble Mr. P..C. Mitter,, the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, the Hon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth, the Hon’ble Mr, Ashraf 
Ali Khan. Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray and the mover, 
with instractions to. submit their report in time for its circulation to members + 
on the 22nd March, 1920. , , 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Gharan Pal Bahadur moved by way of | 
amendment to the motion of the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan (Item No. 6 of the List of Business), that the Caleutta Rent. Bill, 
1920, be cireulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. pe 


He said :— 


“My Lord, this Bill was circulated about a week ago, and 1 may say 
it has hardly been examined by the piblic at large. I think it will be’ 
admitted that all sections of the community, whether belonging to the land- 
owning class or belonging to the class of tenants, are practically unanimously 
of opinion that the Bill has not been thoroughly examined by them, that it 
has been only recently published in the newspapers, and that the provisions 
of the Bill are now engaging the attention.ofthe public and observations and 
opinions are gradually forthcoming. It, is, therefore, necessary that, such an 
jmportant ‘measure should be fully discussed by the public, and that a 
reasonable time should be given to them to express theiy opinions on the. 
several provisions of it.. My Lord, /before this measure was introduced, this 
Council, on the motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Phelps, agreed to a proposal that 
a Rent Committee be appointed to enquire into the whole question, and to” 
report, if necessary, what steps should be taken to control the abnormal rise 
of rents in Calcutta: That Committee consisted of 14 members, out of 
which I find that 9 were Europeans and 5 Indians. Out ofthese 5, three 
of them, the Hon'ble Raja Reshee Case Laha; Mr. Abdur Raheem and Babu 
_ Ram Deo Chokhani, may be called as representing or coming from the land- 
owning class. It will, therefore, be seen that the Committee was not, as has 
been erroneously supposed, dominated by the land-owning element. It 
was a Committee in which, I may be permitted to say, the land-owning element 
was in a very small minority. ‘That Committee, as has been fully described 
by the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, went thoroughly into . 
the matter ; they issued about 1,000 notiées to ascertain the rents that had 
prevailed in Calcutta from the year 1915 tothe year 1919. It is stated in 
the, report that only 250 or 260 residents responded to that. notice—and it ~ 
appeared to the Committee that there was an abnormal rise of rents in the 
southern and commercial parts of the city, that is, in the quarter south of Park — 
Street, and also in some quarters where the Anglo-Indian community is, * 
domiciled. It has also been stated that no information has been forthcoming 
’ ‘as regards an increase of rents in other parts of the town. My Lord, if we 
wefe to take the statistics of houses in Caloutta under consideration, I may, 
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state for the information of the Council: that out of 36,000 hoases in’ 
Walcutta, there are 15,000 houses used by the owners for their residential 
purposes, 17,000 are let out to tenants for residential purposes, and about 5,000 
or a little more for commercial trading and for shops and godowns. It will 
be seen, theréfore, that out of 17,000 houses (I take first the tenanted 
houses) the figures that have now been placed before the Council by the 
Hon'ble Maharaja, perhaps only a fraction of these houses could justly be 
calculated as having been subjected to extortionate increase of rent. As 
regards the commercial and trading places, I do not know what percentage of 
that number is really covered by the statistics now placed before the Council 
‘by the Hon’ble the Maharaja. It is rather unfortunate that these statisties 
Were not given in the report of the Calcutta Rent Committee, because we 
~ should have then been in a better position to examine these casés, and to 
know where and to what extent and for what reason the rents had been increas- 
edin those places. Atthe same time, my Lord, I donot at all sympathise with 
those landlords who have been extortionate in their demands, and who have 
so unreasonably enhanced the rents without any legitimate ground. ‘The 
case in Bolaram Day’s Street mentioned by the Hon’ble Member in charge 
is the only case in the northern part of the town. My Lord, the Centrak 
Avenue passed through the heart of Bolaram Day's Street, and I donot know 
whether this house is situated near the Central Avenue or not where lands, 
which weré acquired at Rs. 2,000 to 3,000 a cottah, have been sold by 
the Improvement Trust at from Rs, 6,000 to Rs, 8,00) a cottah, and 1 think 
there must be some legitimate ground for the increase of rent of that 
particular house in that locality. Then as regards Zackaria Street, 
this street is now changed beyond recognition by the operations of the Im- 
provement Trust. Land here was acquired at ‘Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 3,000 a cottah 
by the Improvement Trust and sold by them at a minimum of Rs. 10,000 a 
cottah and a maximum of Rs. 26,000a cottah, It seems, therefore, that there 
was some ground for the increase of rent in that locality too. I may say, 
my,Lord, that the operations of the Improvement Trust have been to a 
large extent responsible: for the high price of land and the consequent . 
inerease of rent in the city. I speak from personal knowledge and as a 
member of the Improvement Trust. I am also a property owner on a 
small scale. I know of a case in which a house was acquired by. the 
Improvement Trust for Rs. 10,000 and the exemption fee demanded from the 
owner was Rs. 42,000. The owner was a poor boy and he could not pay 
that exemption fee without raising the rent of his house. In many such 
- cases; house rent has been increased and those imcreases have been taken 
exception to, What could such poor men do; they are not big landlords 
like the Maharaja Bahadur; they travel in tram-cars and cannot afford to 
drive in motor cars. My Lord, in this country people are so much attached 
to their ewn holdings that they do not willingly trade upon their houses in 
order to make money. I regret very much, my Lord, that the statistics of 
increased house-rent have not been taken by the House Rent Committee. 
If they were taken it would have been found that it is the tradition of the 
country for even poor people .to stick to their ancestral holding. A large 
_ number of them, with an income of Rs. 150 or Rs. 200 or at mostRs. 500 
_ month, live in the northern part of the town and the economic distress bas 
affected them also, I know of hundreds of such-cases. 1 know of a case in 
which a man’s income. was Rs. 300 a month and with his life’s savings he 
built a house. After he died his family became entirely dependent. on the 
income of that house. Now, if the rent of that house is increased a little bit 
_ +0wing to economic causes, would it not be fair? The standard rent might 
have been Rs. 30° or Rs. 40, but could it not be raised to Rs. 50° or Rs. 60? 
kk sel oi ue offen ps There sig pea and capa as Bir 
% are ten: nts and tenants, and Government has now come to the help of the 
tenant by belabouring the landlord. .I am sure they will have the sympathy _ 
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‘of all impartial men. I am, not speaking as a landlord but T feel for the ~— 
so-called poor landlord. What will be their condition under this Act? They ¢ 
are not vociferous, and they cannot speak. They want to live under the 
protection of the British Government and they do not want to be starved out 

in these days of economic distress. But I may say candidly that there is a 
section of landlords who squeeze the tenants, but. because of these few, why 
should you. punish the entire body of landlords? There are refractory 
tenants too, but in a case in which a tenant.comes and offers Rs. 1,200 for a. 
house which was ordinarily let at Rs. 400, knowing full well that he could - 
afford to pay owing to increased business which he anticipates, why should a 
landlord be prevented from accepting the offer? It is a free offer made by’ . 
the tenant, why ‘should the Government come forward and say, ‘You must not 
accept it, and that you must let out the house at Rs. 400.’ I think-these | 
matters ought to be more fully considered. Whatever the Hon'ble Member 

in charge might say, I am sure in-his heart of hearts he feels that he will 
himself find these difficulties as a landlord. There are many other. points 
which require to be fully examined. I do not oppose any legislation 
to control the exorbitant and unreasonable increase in house rent, but 
why legislate for all cases ? My Hon’ble friend Mr. Phelps himself did not 
suggest any legislation in the House Rent Committee. I therefore submit, 

7 tort: that at least a reasonable time should be given to the public to © 
express an opinion ‘on. the Bill. There is another point to which I want to 
refer before I sit down. It is the question of salamt. I find that salami is 
prohibited in the Bill and is practically made penal. You have ruled India 
for a century and-a-half, and in this country you respect traditions and 
customs. Salam? is an old-established custom in the country. The Hon’ble 
Member in charge cannot deny this, and I believe it is also practised in his 
Raj; it is prevalent everywhere, and I may say that that custom is 
prevalent in the Calcutta Corporation too. 


Tenants there come forward and gladly pay salamés of from Rs. 5,000. to 
Rs. 20,000. Why do they pay it? Ti is because they know that they will be 
able to pay it out of their business. Why do you not exempt commercial 
houses and godowns, ete., from this salami-system? They are rented for 
business purposes, and you are only going to control the landlords. Is that 
justice, my Lord? There is another point. Practically the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act, the Presidency Small Cause Court Act and the Contract Act which * 
were enacted ‘for the good of the people are going to be set aside. If such — 
Acts’ are going to be set aside what will be the state of things? If such 
Acts could be set at naught by a fiat from the Government. it will not improve _ 
the state of things. Where will be the security of our property under! the . 
British Raj? It may be said that it would benefit the people, but I must say 
that. it will benefit only one section, those who are not landlords and also the 
European community. My Lord, the House Rent Committee was appointed to — 
enquire into this matter. Government themselves appointed that Committee. 
It consisted of nine European members and only a few landlords, and you now 
throw their report in the wastepaper basket, although they said that legisla- 
tion on these lines was not desirable or practicable. There was of course a 
meeting in the Town Hall protesting against the report. There have been 
many such meetings in Calcutta and that should not have scared — 
Government. Let Government keep an open mind in the matter and 
proceed on reasonable lines. : te UR Ae 

With these observations I put my motion before the Council for con- — 
sideration.” pi pti een te 


- 


_ “My Lord, I welcome this Bill but.T have to offer a few sugation on . 3 





, the principles which have been enunciated in it. ‘It cannot be 
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tenants of the Calcutta houses are now required to pay exorbitant, excessive: 


and extraordinary rents ; it cannot be denied that there is a strong feeling in 
Caleutta that some measure ought to be taken in order to alleviate their 


: sufferings ; it, cannot be denied that there is less accommodation in Calcutta 


for. the oceupation of the tenants: . Whatever may be the causes there is a 


- loud demand for some measure for the protection of these people. There 


is no doubt that the Improvement Trust is largerly responsible for this state 
of things, as that body sold lands at exorbitant prices, but that is not the: 
question at issue before the Council. The question before the Council is. 
what measure oaght to be taken in order to alleviate the suffering of these. 
people. The Bill, as has been drafted, shows that some principles have been. 
adopted which are open to criticism. I fully sympathise. with those people: 
who ask»Government to frame an Act which is suitable under the present. 

~cireumstances. The action of those landlords who realise excessive rents is 
not only open to severe criticism but to strong condemnation, but mere 

_ Xpressions of opinion are of no avail, The real fact is how is the relief to. 
be given. 


Now taking the Bill as it is, the first principle is what should be con= 

* sidered as the standard rent. ‘The Bill suggests that the date let April 1919 

‘should be taken as the conventional year. Now from the facts and figures, 
which have been supplied to-the Council by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan it appears that the year 1919 was considered a suitable: 
year. I suppose this is open to objection and it ought to be considered 
not only hy the Council but also by the Select Committee. “May I humbly 
suggest that a certain reasonable percentage ought to be allowed on the 
valuation of the houses? That may be considered as the standard rent and 
if it. meets with the approval of the public and of the members of thé 
Council and of the Select Committee probably all further discassions ‘will. be 
greatly shortened, , , 


There is another principle whieh I find in the Bill which lays down im 


- Glear terms that it shall not be lawful for the landlord to take any premium 


in addition to the rent. My Lord, this is the language of the Bombay Act, 
but this Act, I may point out; is inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Transfer of Property Act. [ mean section 108 (J). That section allows a 
bonus or premium to be accepted and the language is clear that the lessee is 
bound to pay the premium. Now if this law is put into force it will, in my 
humble opinion, be inconsistent with the provisions of the Transfer of Property 
“Act of the Indian Legislature. Consequently it is a matter of importance 
‘ whether this principle is to be adopted in clause 9 of the Bill. T do not find the 
opening words of the clause “ Notwithstanding the provisions of the Transfer 
of Property Act or of the Contract Law”. ‘There is a total omission of this. 


- in the clause which lays down only that it shall not be lawful for any person: 


in consideration of the grant of renewal or continuance of a tenancy of any 
premises to require the payment of any fine, premium of any other like sum 
in addition to the rent. The Stamp Law, the Contract Law and other cognate 
laws allow the payment of salami and consequently it is a matter for con- | 


- sideration whether the-landlords will be prohibited to accept salamis from 


" exeouted before the date of the comm, | 
i which the order was made may, if it is of opinion that the order or decree 






the tenants who are willing to pay them. 


‘Then there is another principle to be considered. Although it. is said 
. that the Bill has no retrospective effectI find that in clause 11 the orders 


og pa ee of Civil Courts are to be interfered with. ‘This, I submit, is - 


from the provision, of clause 11 which state—'When any order or decree’ 
the kind mentioned in section 10. sub-section (Z) has beet’ made but not. 
encement of this Act the Court by 


not have been made if this Act had been in operation at the date of the 
of the order, rescind or vary the order in such mannot as the court 
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may think fit, for the purpose of giving effect to this Act.’ My Lord, I think 
this is an undue interference with the provisions of law which are in force, — 


Turning again to another principle I think that clause 15(d) should not 
be avcepted by the Council. ‘Then there is the procedure .of appointing a 
Controller and reference to the Small Cause Court Judge at Caleutta., We 
are quite familiar with the proceedings under the Land Acquisition Act, . 
where an inquiry is made by a Collector, authority being given to the liti- 
gants to goup tothe Civil Court for a final decision. This, I believe, is a 
procedure which is dilatory in its nature and ought not to be accepted. I 
would rather wish thatthe Uontroller in making an inquiry in this matter be 
guided by a jury of expert assessors, and if we are to. leave the matter for 
decision hereafter in the Civil Court again then the matter demands 
further consideration. I ‘do not approve of the way in which double 
references or double inquiries are to be made because in matters like « 
this we should not allow a crop of cases to be instituted in Calcutta for 
tue decision of a very simple point, ‘There are various matters which require . 
consideration and I am sure the Select.Committee will take notice of them. 
But I am afraid this Act will be a dead, letter unless the principles put for- 
ward are reconsidered by the Select Committee or by the Council. My Lord, . 
there is a dearth. of house accommodation ‘in Calcutta, and unless sufficient 
accommodation is provided for what is the use of a law like this? I submit 
it is the duty of Government under the present situation to provide sufficient 
accommodation. I hear that private. companies are floated or are being 
floated for the purpose of securing accommodation. It is a good news no 
doubt, but at the’ same time it is the paramount duty of Government to take 
up this matter. 


The provision in clause 24is a very healthy provision, which is that 
this Act will not apply to buildings erected after or in course of erection at 
the commencement of the Act. [Iam entirely in favour of an Act being 
passed at present. I know the State has authority to interfere, but there 
must be a reasonable procedure to adopt. - These are the reasons which led | 
me to discuss the principles of the Bill. Many people of Calcutta are caré- 
fully watching the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council meeting 
to-day, and when I was coming to the Council many were inquiring what , 
were my views inthis connection. My Lord, it is necessary that Your 
Excellency's Government should exercise the authority vested in them in 
such manner, After listening to the lucid speech of the Hon'ble Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and the eloquent appeal which he has made to 
the landlords it is the duty of the landlords to make some sacrifices because - 
unless the tenants are happy and contented the position of the landlords will 
not be secure.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— aneaeet 


“My Lord, I have not got much to say on this except that I oppose the 
amendment of the .Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan’ Pal Bahadur. He began by 
saying that he does not object to any legislation of a reasonable character 
and he does not sympathise with those landlords who want to squeeze out 
money from the tenants. But in his whole speech, if I followed him aright, 
he has defended those very landlords. ‘The Bill does not propose to do any- 
thing which will be very harsh on those landlords who are reasonable and~ 
who are not trying to get as much money as they can from the pockets of 
their tenants or to oppress thew unfortunate tenants, and the landlords have 
no grievance in the matter because they could not get an abler and more 
zealous advocate of their interest than in the person of the Hon’ble Member  _ 
in charge of the Bill himself. Besides, this measure is an emergency — 
measure and it would serve no useful purpose to delay its passing intoa —~ 
legislative Act. The result of this amendment would be to postpone the 


} 








© Mr. AC. Singha; “Babu B.C: Ray. 





/ @onsideration of this measure this session and to let it come in the autumn — 
_ session and that would not: be desirable. I think the public opinion had 
alr “been expressed long before this measure was contemplated und 
published -for general information. The people of all sections of the commu- 
rity, landlords-and tenants, have all asked for a legislative moasure in this 
- matter. Reference has been made to the report of the Rent Committee, but! 
_anfortunately that report has been adversely criticised by the press as well: 
~ as by public bodies and individuals, and as far as’ have been able to see, no: 
_ one has yet, come forward to stand in defence of the report of the Rent: 
Committee. This an emergency measure and it ought to be passed-as_ soon 
as practicable, and therefore I think the -motion as it stands should be 







“IT would make only one further suggestion in this. connection. The 
tenants ‘of Calcutta are to a large extent indebted to Mr. Phelps for being the - 
. fir8t Member of this Council to bring the matter to the notice of Government. 
7 Bios be ‘a great advantage if Mr. Phelps could be included in the Select 
ommittee.” ” e j 


“The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Ghandra Singha said — 


“My Lord, | have much pleasure in welcoming the Calcutta Rent Bill. 
Such a measure was most urgently needed to bring relief to the 
thousands of persons who live in rented: houses: from the rack-renting of a 

- “mnost- oppressive nature that has been begun of late by the majority .of 
landlords of Calcutta. Various reasons have been put forward supporting 
the present abnormal rises in rents, but I consider that almost all of them are 
unsound, The rents -have been forced up artificially, in many cases being 
the consequence of speculations and in others for the sake of sheer profiteer- 
ing. It has become absolutely impossible for persons of moderate means to 
live in Caleutta. Houses are a necessity of life and the Government is quite 
justified in stepping in to control rents. I am sure no one wants that 
ide shall not receive a fair return on their investments in bond fide 
cases, hut no sympathy can go out to those amongst them who have been led 
to invest purely for speculative purposes. They undertook the risks attendant 
' upon-such transactions and they must not complain if they are landed in Joss, 
The Bill as it has been drafted has left many loopholes for unscrupulous 
landlords to evade control, and I trust the Select Committee will make it a 
point to set right such defects.” . 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said ;-— ; 

x “My Lord, I am sure the present measure will consvitute an important. 

_ landmark in the history of legislation inthis Province. However much opinion. 
may differ as to the merits of its provisions, whem they are,examined in detail 











-. even the worst enemy of the Bill. will have: to admit that it marks a new 
awakening of the legislative conscience of the Government. of this country — 
_ @ departure from age-old notions and cherished economic dogmas that proved 
ore le in practice and had-to be thrown to the winds by Europe during 


+t ies of the State towards the individual. Every member of 
* yh be helped to secure the minitaum human requirements, and 
| Be the people’s needs has to be penalised. That is now the ruling 
Se pe d. “The question o igh rents is only a small phase 

: ‘that, awaits solution at the hands of the Government. — 

t the Sable sill is only the beginning of a series, 












the people to support existence. during 
onfound the profiteer whenever he may 
cal parties will be formed not on. artificial 





war, A great change has been brought about in our conceptions ~ — 
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differences as at present’ but. on definite issues involved: in the problems of 
practical administration as they turn up. A particular section. of: the 
Nationalist party is often represented as pledged to oppose Government. in 
season and out of season—a description which I need hardly point out has 
been proved to be false to-day. hat is more the Hon'ble Mr. Watson- 
Smyth will find that the hand of fellowship that was stretched by him only 
the other day to a particular political party will miss its accustomed grip on 
this occasion. It will perhaps be a surprise to many in the Council to know 
that one of the points of view from which the Bill is opposed in certain. 
quarters, where the cult of co-operation holds sway, is that the measure would 
ultimately benefit the Europeans more than the Indians, the idea evidently 
being that the Indian landlord should be left free to relieve the European 
tenant of his superfluous cash. I feel that war-time wealth should be very 
heavily taxed whether in the hands of the European or of the Indian, but. 
every pice that should or can be legitimately raised by’ taxation should come 
into the coffer of the State and not into the long purse of the landlord. 
Though I support the principle underlying the Bill, 1 am not blind to its 
defects, I cannot but observe that it does not .provide’ more than a mere 
palliative of the disease that Calcutta is suffering from. Indeed, it does not 
aim at anything more than that. The radical remedy lies in an expansion of 
cheap housing accommodation which will possibly be discouraged to tome 
extent by the restrictivé operation of the Act. Unless Government desire to 
seek the measure defeat its own object, they should take definite action to 
Seeure immediate development of the suburban areas. ‘The State should. 
make its mind and cheerfully shoulder its obligation in this matter. by 
founding garden cities, either through it8 own exertions or by subsidising ~ 
private enterprise. Half measures cannot lead to any lasting benefit.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said :-— 


“My Lord, I beg to support thie motion for referring the Bill to Select 
Committee and consequently | oppose the amendment moved Ly: the Hon’ble 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. Having regard to the fact that so much 
has been said already, I do not wish to detain the Council by making a long 
speech, but I wish to saya word or two in answer to certain observations 
made by the Rai Bahadur. My friend has said that in many :cases although 
it may be considered that fancy rents have been demanded the tenants have 

id quite willingly. My Lord, this reminds me of a little story which with 
wor Excellency’s permission I would like to repeat to this Council. A. 
certain man was being prosecuted for having committed a highway. robbery: 

Ta answer to the Magistrate who asked whether he pleaded guilty or not, 
the accused said; ‘Iam not guilty. I did nothing, .I certainly had a pisto) 

in my hand and I only said “stand and deliver” and the man_ willingly 

- -poured out the contents of his purse. So I submit, Sir, there was no highway 

’ gobbery, and therefore it was no offence.’ I wish to remind my friend that 
when he said that the tenants paid willingly they did so Mike the poor victim. 

of the highway robbery who poured out wi contents of his pocket simply - 

_ because a pistol was levelled at his head. ia 


My Lord, it has been said that this piece of legislation really wants to — 
contravene all existing legislation such as the Contract Act, the residency “es 
_ Small Cause Court and the Property Act. It is nothing of the kind because 
the condition of things prevailing in Calcutta at the present moment is — 
practically a negation of the existence of these Acts and, therefore, this” 
5 ibeirr legislation has been called for, and for this reason Government have i 
been forced té intervene and undertake legislation. — wd a A 









ted Io 


_ As regards the amendment, if this is agcepted it will simply mean 
_ the piece of legislation which ought to have come much. earlier will.be po 
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poned for some time more. It~is a measure which was long overdue and 
, Government cannot do better than to proceed with it as expeditiously ae 


. ome 


* 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— : 

\ “My Lord, I must congratulate the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan on his admirable speech of this morning, and if I had not some 
adverse views upon the matter I’ should have surrendered myself to his 
judgment. Permit me, my Lord, to say that it is a great advantage go the 
Government that a man in the position of the Maharajadhiraja Bahadar of 
Burdwan, who owns very large house property in the city of Calcutta, 
should pilot the Bill on the present occasion. 1 should not like to say that 
T am opposed to a Bill which aims at protecting people who are oppressed 
by their landlords—this is a Kill which on humanitarian grounds should have 
my support. But I would like to point out that during the last two years 
win appeals were made to Your Excéllency’s Government to take action to 
relieve the poorer section of the community who were suffering from extreme 

‘distress on account of the scarcity and high cost of cloth, very little was 
done.” I do not mean to say that the Government were really stony-hearted, 
because I believe that the Bengal Government did their best to do somethin, 
in the direction of relief, but they were bound to follow the policy o! 

» the Imperial Government. It is true the Imperial Government passed a 
Standard Cloth Act, but it was left to the local Governments to extend its 
operation anywhere they pleased. ‘his Act was introducéd in Bihar, but 

* not in the province of Bengal. Ido not know on whose advice the Govern- 
meént, of Bengal thought it best not to make the Cloth Act operative here. It 

isa very sad thing that though 40 millions of people who are r beyond 
conception did not get any help, the clamour of a section of the people of 
Calcutta has succeeded in getting the Government of Bengal to take action — 
for their protection and relief. ‘That isa very sad commentary. No doubt 
the Government of Bengal has 4 freer hand in a matter like this, and not 
so probably in giving relief in the matter of cloth distress to the people 
of the whole province. I can only imagine that at least one of the reasone 
of this is that those who have clamoured in the present instance are in the 

_ neighbourhood of Government House and they can make themselves heard to 
Aome extent. Well, we had a very novel suggestion at the last Town Hall 
méeting by more than one &peaker, that there should be strikes and that the 
tenant class should refuse to pay rent. and that they should also suspend paying 
arrears of rent. One gentleman went so far as to refer to something which — 
happened in Wales some years ago, when the tenants refused to move from the 
holdings that they were occupying. Saner views have prompted anozher 

44 tleman to come before the public in the shape of letters to the press, [mean * 
Pr Si el Pugh, who has pointed out some of the weaknesses of the proposed 

_ ‘Measure now in Couneil, As I said | would support a measure if it is based on. * 
_ bumanitarian grounds.’ Do something for the really oppressed, for those who ~ 

are really poor, and then it does not matter whether you contravene the provi- 
sions of the Contract Act or the Transfer of Property Act or the Presidenc 

Small Cause Court Act. Your duty is“plain ; you have'to help the cucoamed. 

_ It does not matter if the bogie of the Transfer of Property Act comes before 
' you. Probably, the Hon’ble Member Rai Bahadur Mohendra Chandra Mitra 
thy, 3 thinking of the state of things which existed some time before the. 

f the Government of India Act. of 1915. Before that it, 
have been possible for a Pomanela lamers to do anything , 
pheno of a measure passed by the Legislative Cousgt A 
by a certain provision of the Government of India — 
(Council can pass an enactment which is in conflict with 

a superior legislature, and therefore there is no difficulty 
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> # “My Lord, I must cotifess that [ have fever seen my Hon'ble friend the 
_ Squire: of Baranoshi Ghose “Street so much on the war-path as he has been 

_ today, but knowing’ as I do'that his bark is worse than his bite, I hope that 
by the time we mest around the table’ for our deliberations in the Select 
Committee that he will have cooled down to a great extent. T must also 
confess that in all the arguments that he has put forward today I really do 
not find a single sentence as to why the Bill should be postponed. I take it 
that in his anxiety toyprove to the Council certain her aspect® of the 
"question he forgot to emphasise that fact in the way that perhaps he had 
~ intended to do in the beginning. One of the arguments that. he has brought 


against my statement is that I ah not give him sufficient statistics to 
convince him of the extent to whic profiteering and rack-renting had gone 
on in Calcutta. My Lord, I had rather been congratulating myself, whteh was 


perhaps a rash'thing to do, that I had made ‘a very clear statement, for I - 
> thou in a measure of this kind it was best to lay one’s cards on the . 


© *¥able, “but evidently that‘has not satisfied my Hon'ble friend opposite. Then 
_ the Rai Bahadur went on‘to say that there were several reasons for rent of the 
' houses in Balaranr De Street and Zackeriah Street having gone up, and 
then naturally being so much in ‘touch with the Improvement Trust he 
thought he would produce a big’ stick to beat the Improvement Trust with. 
There was one Seater Kos case which he mentioned and which I think 
must have amused: .the Council, as: I am sure it must have amused Your 
_ .Excellency and the rest of theHousé, the picture of the gertleman-who paid 
~ Rs. 42,000 as exemption fee to the Improvement Trust: Where my 
friend went too far was when he gavé the whole show away by over-drawing 
_ that picture,for he went on to explain why the man had paid this. Accordi 
_to himpit was because in accordance with the traditions of the Tudians, whic 
I person ghee Very well, he did not wish to give up his ancestral house 
nor did he want sonieone else to come and build next door. Now, thy Lord, the 
Bill is going “otc! persons Who rent their houses and not those who are 
_ going to live in their own houses: . Therefore, I was net quite able to follow 
aay this man; who had’ topay Rs. 42,000 as exemption fee, should object to the 
Bi which we are now Hipenteataie® Then, my Lord. he went on to speak about 
ke ag a and other things regaraing. which Ldo not: wish to copy. his frivolit 
in the Council today. I am afraid my Hon'blé friend Sir Henry Wheeler ha 
the same difficulty in following him when he started to champion the widows’ 


eause the other Gay ss T find today, for it is difficult to toll6w his arguments. 







I really have not been ablé fo gather quite why itis that he is so muctf in 
‘arms against the whole Bill.” I can well understand, as the Hon’ble Member 
_ from Hooghly and-one or two other gentlemen pointed out, his criticising => 
» cer provisions of the draft Bill, but the Rai Bahadur has tried to pie 

















the whole measure, Now, my Lord, I shall only say one word more 
; ur. “He ‘Wants Aline su Gieiont time should be given to ie: 
Bill. My Lord. the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem has pointed out 
Ss a1 egislation and why we should treat it as fan 
ink at this stage it is therefore. necessary 
for I think I made it quite clear in introducing 
D mmittee went into the question we did 
legislation in some form or other should - 
who have their offices or haye other. 
ose who were oppoge oe measure. 
hose who had or who represented: 
ing embod wd, Ido not thi sf 
cireulate this Bill and delay 





possib pat hey ie gladly done ‘so; 


wg, 


ir t. . M be 
“wanted my friend Mr. Phelps to be, 


— 
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but I think Mr. Phelps will himeclt ddbiit that having identified, himself with — 
the Rent Committee's report it would be best for him not to identify himself — 
at this stage at any rate with the Select Committee on this Bill, and it is — 
because the Government really wanted on the Select Committee fresh homes 
that we excluded his name, and for no other reason, 


' T have to thank «my Hon'ble. friends Mr, Arun Chandra Sinha san 
Mi. Bhabendra Chandra Ray for the support that they have given me at this 
stage of the Bill. I ean assure them that Tam fully afive to the responsibility 
of Government and myself as a landlord in a measure of this kind, but I am’ 
really glad to find that they have been able to'grasp the position and to gauge 


-the situation. It is ap to the landlords themselves to make sueh a legislation 


unnecessary, and I hope that these two gentlemen Who have spoken to-day 
will support us at a later stage too. ; 


; Now I turn to. the speech of the Hon'ble Rai jaesaner Chunder Ghose. 
Bahadur. | I admit, my Lord, I havé not beén.able to follow him clearly. Nor). 
is it my intention to follow” ‘the labyrinth of his. mind over certain ‘matters.. 
But L do think that when he goes back from this Council to-day that he will 
think over as to whether it was really” a generous remark for him to make 
that this Government or some of its higher officials were influenced » in a 
measure of this kind by personal consideration— 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur mid’ he 
~“ Nothing was farther from my mind. ( : 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, visalscatad: ‘ein nh 


I beg the Hon’ble Member's pardon, but “that was the im ee 
was left in wy mind. I also rather gathered that he thought that this © was a 
good opportunity for Government, to get out oft the position for the high prices - 
of dhoties and other things by this means. I think here bs ory an explanation: 
from him might Glear the air. What I do think is this, what after all is the 

ition of Government in this? Is Calcutta: to ba Rg when in places 
Tike even Barma and Bomba) they have seat had this Act, and i in Bombay _ 






_ at Teast, as [-said in my openinat g remarks, the people had ' appreciated er 
0 eut 


benefit. - Arve the citizens ta going to be so narrow minded as to see 
nothing good in this Act? How are you, gentlemen, who have got to seek 
suffyage hereafter, not through your corporations, ‘but through your large 
body of electors, going to figure in @ measure of this paged wh ‘ou have- 
not the slightest sympathy with. the tenants? I thank my oe 
Mr. Aron Chandra Sinha and Mr. Bhabendra Chandra 
simply landlords in the narrow sense of Calcutta landlords, ae 
that \they have shown today in st Report this measure. Tt is 
‘say, hat I think that Rai Pal Bahadur = w« 
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t of bravado to-day. be would indeed be a Sout 
comes to face a larger body of electors for his future 
this isa measure which hay been very 5 
have an open mind, as I have said 


~ Bill, but T do not think that the ita wa : ratur 


Ce ent ae the Bill, I have 
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the very hedagind “My Lord, I beg 
‘The ‘Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadu 
My ‘Lord, after ‘th ed re 
Hon'ble Mavens aahnagied 
in reply. In the first place, although I haw 
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there should be some control ‘over extortionate’ and rack-renting landlords. ~ 
But because [ cannot see eye to eye with, the. Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bill as regards its different provisions which he has drafted—Ldo not know 
whether he is responsible for it but he is in.charge of the Bill and therefore he 
is responsible—he has assumed that [ am opposed to any control being exercised 
over rack-renting landlords. However exalted his position may be and 
howeyer authoritative his observations may be, I must say that by making this ‘ 
assumption which he has no right todo, he has @ne me great injustice.’ What. 
I meant to say, my Lord, is this. ‘Lhe publication of the Bill with a view to 
eliciting publie opinidn did not mean indefinite postponement or the wreckage 
of the Bill by obstructing legislation in any way.. This is an: unusual proce- 
a very Sa asa po very ‘rarely resorted to. When knowing the fact 
that excessive an aexechitert rents were to some extent® prevailing in 
certain ge of Oaleutta, Government appointéd a Committee consisting of 
some impartial European gentlemen and when they. could wait for so many 
months for the report of the Committee, which was received on the 25th 
February last, they cannot have the patience to wait for 10 or 15 days more. 
to-have the public opinion on -the subject ? What is the harm ? Does the 
Hon'ble Member seriously mean to say that the tenant clasa will be decimated 
out-of Caleutta if 15 days more were. i for the consideration of the pro- — 
visions of the Bill? IT believe not. However frivolous my arguinents may 

_ appear to him, T mast ‘say, if I am permitted to say so, that the Hon'ble 
Member's observations were quite uncalled for. : ayer 

c ‘Then, my Lord, so much has been said ‘about any defendmg the land- 

® lords. dam not defending the rack-renting and rapacious landlords. ‘The 
Hon'ble” M. r in charge of the Bilt; who is a Member of your Excellency’s 
Government, knows everything both of the landlords of Caleutta-and of the - 
landlords who belong to public bodies. \ His speech bristles with new facts’ 

_ which are not known to the public and he seems to assume, which he should 
not, that the Bill that he’ has prepared is a counsel of perfection. Ddes 
he’ know that the Port Commissioners—of Gdurse they. are an individual 
landlord—have increased thé rent to double’ and: treble the amounts’ 

previously charged. They have demanded Rs. 100 of a tenant who used 

_ to pay’ Rs, 40, and Rs. 360 in the case of a tenaht who used to pay Rs. . 200. 
They have given notice to all tenants to quit if they are not agreeable -to 
"pay the enhanced rent. This is the notice from the Port Commissioners. 
_ If an inguiry-is made in that quarter, it will be found that their rack- 

“renting is more than in other’ parts of the town tuken together. That: 
is the reason why I say that the information given by the Hon’ble Member 
in charge should be carefully examined and we should all consider the 
provisions df the Bill with a balanced and open mind. Out\of the 17.000 

 tenanted houses in Caloutta I'want to know in how many cases rack-renting ~ 

has been resorted to and what is the perée of eases. I am not o tat 








_» to legislation at all, but what I say is this. This Bill was circulated to us_ 
about five or six Ways ago, and perhaps lesser time—three or four days—was 
given to the public, And when 1 suggested that sufficient time should be 


















given to'the public to submit their suggestions, the Hon’ble Member in’ charge 
turns ‘with the g ess Which is always att: to the position of 
0 If he earries “the impression | 
y a taken.” ~~ 
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etn Sty ) » Wl Mahavajadhivagja Bahadur of Burdwan. oe 


"The Hon'ble the Mahardjediirajs Bahadur of Burdwan said: 
ers 2 Lord, T 3 peneee that [ have never seen my Hon'ble friend the 


Squire of Barandshi Ghose pee so much on the war-path as he has been 
‘today, but knowing as I do that his bark is worse than his bite, I hope that—_ 
by the time we meet around the table for our deliberations in the Select 


‘Committee that he witl have cooled down to a great. extent. I must. also 
~ confess that_ in “all the arguments that he has put forward today I really do 


Bs, 


not find a single Sentence as to why the Bill should be postponed. 1 take it 
that in his anxiety to prove to the Council ceriain other aspects of the 
question he forgot to emphasise that fact in the way that perhaps he had 
intended to doin the beginning. One of the arguments that he has brought 
‘against my stapociont is that I did not give him sufficient statistics to 
convince him ‘of the extent to which profiteering and rack-renting had gone 
on in Galeutta. My-Lord, I had rather been congratulating myself, which was 
‘perhaps a rash thing to do, that I had made a very clear statement, for I 
th t that in a measure of this kind it was best to lay ‘one's cards on the 
table, .but evidently that has not.satisfied my Hon'ble friend opposite. Then 
the Rai Bahadur went on to say that there were several reasons for rent: of the 


_ houses in Balaram De: Street and Zackeriah Street having gono up, and 


> 


why this is. 


hy. this me 
a ence e and 1 


then naturally *being so much in touch with the Improvement Trust he 
thought he would produce a big stick to beat the Improvement Trust with, 
There was one characteristic ¢ase which he mentioned and which I-think 
must have amused the Council, as I am sure it must have amused Your 
Excellency and the rest of the House, the pete of the gentleman who’ paid 
Rs. 42,000 as exemption fee to the Improvement ‘Trust. Where my , 
friend went too fas he" when he gave pid a men away by” nif sao 
that-picture, for hé went on to explain why the man had paid this. Accordi 

to iin was because in accordance with the traditions of .the. Indians, aha 
I.personally know very well, he did not wish to give up his ancestral house 
nor did he want someone else to come and build next door. Now, my Lord, the 
Bill is going to affect persons who rent their houses andnot those who are 
going to live in their own houses. Therefore, 1 was not quit able to follow 
why this man, who had to pay Rs. 42,000 as exemption fee, should object to the 
Bill which we are now consi ering. Then, my Lord, he ‘went on to speak about. 
mgotor-cars and other things rding which I do not wish to copy his frivolity 
in the Council today, Tam afraid my Hon'ble friend Sir Henry Wheeler had 
the same difficulty in following him when he started to. champion the widows’ - 













- cause the other day as‘I find today, for it is difficult to follow his argdments. 
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have not been able’ to gather quite why it'is that he is so mueh in 
ainst the whole Bill, ~I can‘well understand, as the Hon'ble Member 
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to the Rai Bahadur. He wants that sufficient time should be given to citeu- 
late this Bi an aie, ‘the Hon'ble, aulvi Abul Kasem has, pointed out 
‘ r legislation and why we should treat it as an 
lo not think at this stage it is therefore neéessary 
t, for kthiek 1 made it quite clear in intfoducin 

mt Committee went into the question we “tid 
gislation in some form or other should 
(o, have their offices or have other 
who were opposed to the measuré 
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irenlate this Bill and “delay 
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Kasem wanted y friend Mr. Phelps. to be 
e, kwould have gladly done so, 
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m., Hooghly ‘and one or two other gentlemen pointed out, his criticising _ 
: eras wat g the draft Bill, bat the Rai Bahadur has tried ta pick 
Mostemeate wba? measure. Now, my Lord, I shall ag say one word more 


7 


261 ‘THE CALCUTTA GAZHTTE, MARCH $1, 1920. [Pant IVA _ 





The Caleutt ita Rent Bill. — ost % & 

Rat D. C. Chote Babies Ser chee, Bahidue of Burdioan ; eg 
dur, _ 
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but think Mr. Phelp 5 will ee admit that having i finest with — 
the Rent Committee's report it would be for him no ify h impel 


at this stage at any rate with the Seleet Committee on ill, and it is 


The Hon'ble ai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 


‘comes to face.a larger, body of electors fo 
a isa mene w fe oon oes z 


because the Government really. wanted on the Select Committee fresh minds. 
that we excluded his name, and for no other reason, == +s 4 


TL shave. to thank my Hon'ble! friends Mr. Aran Binhaaned 
Mr. Bhabondra Chandra gh for the support that they have given me at this” 
stage of the Bill. I can assure them that Iam fully alive to responsibility 
of Government and myself as a landlord in a measure of this kind, but I ise 
really glad ‘to find that they have been able to grasp the position and to 
the situation. It is wp tothe landlords themselves to. make such a 
unnecessary, and I hope that these two gentlemen who have spoken oe 
will support us at a later stage too. x wes ci 


Now I turn to the speech of the Hon’ ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur. ‘Tadmit, my Lord, I have not been able to follow him clearly. Nor 
is it my intention to follow the labyrinth of his mind oy _ certain matters. 
But Ido think that when he goes back from this Council to-day that he® will 
think over as to- whether it was: veally a gener remark fe - him to make 
that ihis Government or some- of its higher o' cials werd uenced in a 
measure of this kind by pereeny! consideration— : 


wae 


“Nothing was further from my, mind.” — 
es mak 

The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, cif tabi, ‘eat 

I beg the’Hon'ble Member's pardon, but that was the impression that 
pack left-in my.mind, " I also rather gathered ks rd he thought that this was ‘a 

opportunity for Government to get out © position for the high prices 
of dhoties and other things by yo onthe: I think ae again an explanation 
from him. aright clear the air. that bdo t i ithat after: ail is. the 
peti of Government in’ rea Is Gale ; 

ike even Burma and Bombay they have already pat 


at least, as I said ‘in my opening remarks, the act foe Bl uly 


“benefit. oe the. citizens of Calcutta. going to be so narrow minded as to see 
















in in this Act? How are: you, gentle ho have yot to seek — 
pre asia not through your crpoaton ee t through urs Jarge . 
body of electors, going to figure im a measure of this. “ye a when you h 
not Lagi slightest sympathy ei a hen Jehan fon’ble friends 
Mr. Arun Chandra Siihe shit wie io teigtir 
riage iat - the narrow. yea “ ve linen hia : 
ey have shown t in supporting this measure. - not, “ae 
say, a a think nr Rai aia Oharan P tome hs wait himself. ns 
away from any public, meeting of tenants showed ae ; 
amount of bravado to-day. * Tt would nag apy” ae ain ee 
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there should be some control ‘over extortionate and rack-renting landlords. 
But because ees: eye to eye with the Hon'ble Member in charge of the 


— 


Bill as regards its. difforent provisions which’ he has drafted—Ido not know, 
whether he is” ible for it but he is in chargeof the Bill and therefore he 
_ is responsible—hé fas ass ‘that | ati opposed to any control being exercised 
 eversrack-renting landlords. However ‘exalted his position maybe and 
»» however authoritative his observations-may be, I must say that by making this 
assumption which he.has no right todo, he has done me great injustice. What 
I meant to say,.my Lord, is this. The publication of the Bill with a view to 
—- public opinion did not mean indefinite postponement or the: wreckage 
of the Bill/by obstructing legislation in any way. This‘is an unusual proce- 
_dure “ery seldom ,and very rarely resorted to. When knowing the fact 
” tHat exeéssivesand exorbitant rents ‘were to some extent . prevailing in 
‘certainy parts of @alcutta, Government appointed a Committee. consisting of 
“some impartial Puropean gentlemen -and when they could wait for so man 
montis for the report “of the Committee, which was received on the oath 
‘February last, they cannot liave the patience to wait for 10 or 15 days more 
Kees ‘tave-the public opinidn-on the subject ? What is the harm? Does’the 
Hon’ble Member s@tiously mean to say that the tenant class will be decimated) 
ont of Caleutt 5 days more.were given for the consideration of the pro- 
_ visions: of the Bill? “1 beljg¥e not. However frivolous my arguments/may 
appear to him, ust say, if-I am permitted to say so, that the Hon'ble - 
Member’s observations were quite uncalled for. : 

_. Then, my Lord,*so much hag been said about my defending the land- 
lords, I am not defending the rack-renting and rapacious landlords. ‘The 
‘Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill, who is a Member of your Exeellency’s 
Government, knows everything both of the landlords of Calcutta and of the 
landlord’ wh6"belong to public bodies. His speech bristlés with-new facts 
which are not known to the public and he seems to assume, whieh he should 
not, that th® Bill that he has prepared is a counsel of perfection, Does - 
he know that the Port Commissioners—of course they are an individual 
landlord—have _ iner the*erent: to? double and treble» the amounts 
previously charged. They, have demanded Rs. 100 of a tenant. who used 
to pay Re. 40, and Rs. 360 in the case of a tenant who used to pay Rs. 200, — 
They’ have given. notice to all'tenants to quit if they are not agreeable to — 

pay the enhanced rent.» This is the notice from the Port Commissioners. 
f an inquiry is made in that quarter, it will be found that. their rack~~ 
renting is more than in other ‘parts of ‘the: town taken togethers That 
-ix the reason why I say that the information given by the Hon’ble Member 
in. chargo should be carefully examined and we should all sider the 
provisions of the Bill with a balanced and open mind... Out of vhe 17.000 
tehanted houses”in Calcutta I want to know in how many cases rack-rentin 
has been resorted to and what is the percentage of cases. I am not oj ae 














to Tgielstiog ae all. but what I say is this.- This Bill was circulated to us 
- _ about five or six days ago, and-perhaps lesser time—three or four days—was 


_ given to the public. And when I suggested that sufficient time should be 
given,to the public to submit theirsuggestions, the Hon'ble Member in charge 
tam8 away with the graveness which is always attached to the position of 

m’blé Member belonging to Government. If he earries the impression 

ity in his mind, then I mast say that-he is greatly mistaken.” — : 
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Mr. P.C. Mitter; the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; Rai D. Co 
| * Ghose Bahadur. epi ci eh 


: 5 oy ana is hs 
Ho said :— Sane: er Sea? Riba ects 
“My Lord,.my motion.is a very modest one, and I h u d Grunt that after. 

the somewhat heated discussion whieh we had*the 1 will abjure. 

heat and ask for more light. If my amendment be accepted it will Pagan ‘ed 
easy to pass the Bill before the present sexsion of the Council is over. ,. 

My Lord, | believe that the question is one -of utmost importance t® the 

eomnitnity, and I am one of those, who think that it is necessary in 

the interest of landlords as also of tenants to pass this Bill at-an oa 
date. It is extremely undesirable that the landlords and tenants should 
go on quarrelling with each other. The sooner the prepens bitter controversy _ 

ceases the ‘letter for all parties concerned. That is the rea son why I ain * 

genuinely anxious that this Bill should be ‘passed anio law, whatever _ 

thas law may be, before your Lordship’s Government retire’ } ills. > 

My Lord, the time that 1. want is only.a week's time and my ee 

asking for it: is this..; Naturally Government action had. ti .be somewhat’ 
hurried in this matter.~ Since the report of the Rent ¢ i : 
published.in the Calcutta Gazette on thie 25th February ‘he. Bill had to te « 
drafted somewhat hurriedly. between that and the date nen the Bill. was. 
published, or laid before the Council, I have™mo doubt that Government. 
did not draft or prepare the Bill. so long as the report of th, nt Committee 
was not placed before it, for that would, be prejudging the whole thing. 
Therefore the Bill had to be drafted in a hurry—to-day is the 15th and if 
we take it up'on the 22nd necessarily we will again be unduly hurried over the 
matter. The Bill, though of a temporary nature, deals with important. 
matters and we should give our best. consideration to it. That-is why I~ 
am asking for 4 week’s adjournment and the adjournment will:he very- elpful 

: Pin members ‘of the Select Committee to giye their full attention to the - 





+ i 1.5 : ; fe * f fr ‘ 
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan pid se ye ee, 


“My Lord, on behalf of Government T am willing. to acce ot the amend- 
ment moved oy the Hon’ble Mr. P. 'C. Mitter to erlatitelagtorehs words 
_ “22nd March’, the words ‘29th March.’ ” aia Ye pes fas 


a j ae ride % a9 
The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur RIG egg 5h gauge ysial” nw 
“My Lord, | am-very much pained by the observations of thé Hdi’ble | 

» ‘Member in charge of the. Bill that I made any PASE Tag to the object ‘of 

launching this measure in Council—that it was for the benefit ‘of particular 
persons named. T think that only “an “idiot “or a mad man gan t ink of 
such a thing. [ afy-really sorry’ if my ‘words have led to any such‘h 
sion. I am sorry that I should be considered capable of making - 

rs eS 3 ‘ me he Mt: tay . 


insinuation.” — 























The motion’ (Item No. 6 1) was. then-put and agreed tow 
“That the Qaleutta Rent Bill, 1920, be referred to tt 
of the Hon'ble the-Maharajag ype ‘Burdwan, the. 
Hon'ble Mr. Goode, the Hon'ble Mr. B.C. “ her are Rai Radba ** 
is Ali ‘Khan Chau Arye 


“The original motion (Item No. 6 in the” ist of Busin seinate) ; 
iaper Saltoging tom and agp 2 ee pada, “siesta 
: eferred to a Select Oc 
Sots th Ose the Hon’ iy te xan 
a ble Mr. alley, on’ G..N. the. Mr. 
_ instractions ta ‘submit. their.*t tim 
t - the 9th Mare, 1930." "a he 
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_» degiSlation undertaken in this Council; and this Council, even if it would, has 





: Sir H. Wheeler. 


unlimited amount, but anything between Rs. 500 to Rs. 2,000; but unless we 
are to assume > oh Nig ad i3 by nature and design a malevolent crea~ 
ture we may take it for certain that in ordinary cases he will not ask 
7 Aree a 500 the minimum’, ‘One would like to know in how many 
. tase > nove: security demanded. | yen ol rt 
4» After the, Royab Proclamation which has been received throughout 
the cotntry With gratitude and thankfulness to His Majesty every one | 
naturally expects that your Lordship’s-Government following the spirit of 
~ that proclamation would abrogate that enactment and leave the Press under 
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the ordinary laws and as an act of clemency befitting the occasion return all . 


; oe isi _of money and thus earn the lasting gratitude of a really influential 
. po r in the coontry—the Indian Public Press,” ‘ 


Ps OS 
: Henry Wheeler said :— 
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/ © "My Lord, although the last speaker has travelled somewhat far trooy the” 


matter of the resolution, | do not propose to inflict upon the Council 
Ste gee le subject of tho Press Act, more especially since the ~ 
-Hon’ble Maulyi Abul Kasem has recognised that the Act was not apiece of 
‘not the. power to amend if. But in explanation of the action we have taken — | 
~ in respect of the Press Act in the light of the recent Royal Proclamation, I 
must submit three general propositions with reference to that Act. For a 
more élaborate argument in that connection, 1 would refer Hon'ble Members ° 
to the very able refutation of objections which was grven by His Excellency 
Lord Chelmsfofd in response to a deputation in 1917, but for the sake of brevity 
' I will confine myself now to the conclusions arrived at, and these are they. 
In the first place, 1 submit that anybody who takes the trouble to refresh 
his memory as*to the old history between the years 1905 and 1910, —<— 
eaidithie'debates at the time of the passing of the Act, cannot but be convinéed | 


that there was a very real need of legislation of this kind, and that, if afy-  _ 


“thing, owing to the delay in bringing it into force great harm was done which 
had many evil manifestations in various parts of the country. - i ase 


The second point I would submit. is that the Act has been worked, in 
Bengal at any, rate, with extraordinary moderation. ‘The other day we 


f 


; ~ compiled some figurés of the action taken between 1910 and 1919, and 1 will 


mention some of the*more salient of them as they are not without interest. 
Of course, taking the period 1910 to 1919, we include a province of different.- 
"areas, the one preceding the second partition, and.the other after it, 
‘but both. included Calcutta which, is far the most important locality’ 
~ from this point of view. Between those years 1910-19 Government 













forfeited 137,publications in all, pamphlets and leaflets, under this Act, and 
‘® if anybo to see samples of the kind of thing we have dealt with 
* ainder s ¥ I think they will readily admit that they were blood- | 


nary productions. Turning to the taking of \securities in 
ications, we have demanded in those years 74 securities, but 
425 we did not ask for any security at all, thus disproving the 
ee We pounce upon every’ nascent journalistic enterprise and 
the heel-of the Press Act. In respect of presses, we have 
sin 141 cases or 3 orskenhopmecre at m 616 cases. 
urities on occasions only, while wéhave been content 
edure of warning in 34 instances. Therefore, Sirs 1 
se figares the Bengal, Government can claim tohave 
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by Sir Herbert Risley at the time of the original debates, that the time for 
that might come when we had a press temperate in tone and honest in 
conviction, and while it may be’said that a large section of the Press comes 
under that description, yet, unfortunately, even now, there remains a section 
which hasnot so far afforded us reason to. think that they cam be trusted 
with an absolutely free hand, were tliat to be given to them. : 


Bx 


+ 

Now, Sir, from these three general propositions, J will turn to the 
more particular matter of the resolution, which can only be read a 
meaning that, as a result of the Royal Proclamation, we should remove 
all the restrictions which have been imposed under the Press. Act. 
What we have done is this, On receipt of the terms of the Royal 
Proclamation, we examined in detail the action’ which we had taken under 
the Press’ Act, and that fact accounts for the alleged dilatoriness which I 
have seen charged against us in various quarters. It is said that we have 
not struck off the fetters with the rapidity which has characterised Bombay 
and Madras and Rangoon, but the reason is that, having taken action in 
particular instances for valid reasons, we thought it best to re-examine those 
particular instances ‘before we modified our action. That necessitated 
consultation with those who were acquainted with the facts, and Some time, 
was occupied in the process. We concentrated upon those cases in which 
security had actually been deposited; we have disregarded those in which 
security was demanded but not furnished, as if a man seeks a revision of 
orders of that kind he can come up and get the matter looked into once 
more. Taking the securities which have been deposited, we exempted 9 
newspapers in Calcutta and 4 in the mofussil ; also 30 presses in Calcutta, 
and 33 presses in the mofussil. That is a total of 18 newspapers and 
. 63 presses. The orders have gone out to. refund these securities, So 
I submit that we have given a real earnest of. our desire to carry out to the 
full the intention of the Royal Proclamation and to encourage those who 
are prepared to show that they wish to introduce a better tone into the press, 
Certain cases are still pending, viz., 6 newspapers and 16 presses in Calcutta, 
and 2 presses in the mofussil. From the details previously furnished we were 
not satisfied that we had sufficient facts before us to allow of adecision. These 
were cases in which the local officials recommended that exemption should not 
be given, but we have asked for further information, on receipt, of which 
orders will be passed. I submit, Sir, that we are ‘doing our duty to the full 
in respect of the Royal Proclamation in its bearing on this matter, but in so 
far as the resolution implies that. we should promise to discharge all restric- 
tive orders that have been passed under the Press Act, | cannot undertake 
that we will do so, and therefore I cannot accept the resolution,” 


~ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said -— . 


_. “My Lord, I have nothing further to add, except the fact that my 
intention was not to remove all orders of restriction under the Press Act 
but only a request to be more lenient to more presses and publishers and news- — - 
papers. I admit, Sir, that there have been very inflammatory writings in the ‘ 
press, but at the same time I can assure this Council that those who want. to. 
publish inflammatory newspapers or pamplets or leaflets are not in want of _ 
money ; they have got funds behind them to do it without depositing security ; 
they do not mind if their paper is confiscated or their security. Thename — 
of the press at which they are printed is not given on those’ pbrs nor ¢ ‘aes 
they deposit any security. Bui the fact is that it works hardly in the. case— 
honest journalists who want to conduct a paper on honest lines, and 
se they are asked to furnish security before they start the press or — 
newspaper they are handicapped and recede from their , therefore we 
are in need of good, honest newspapers, However as I find the Hon'ble 
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PART IVA. 





Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings.of the Benyal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, Oaleutta, 
on Monday, the 29th March, 1920, at 11 a.m. 


Present : ; 
His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Lawrence Jc un. LoMiey Dunpas, Earn 
OF Ronapsnay, G.c.1.E., Governor of the Presidency of Fort Wiiliam 
in Bengal, prestding. 
.The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wueexer. K.CALE., 8.1, 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. CUMMING, C.8.1., CLE. 


The Hon’ble Sir Buay Cuanp MAHTAR, K.O.8.1, K.C.1.E., 1.0M., Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON, C.8.1.. Sie. 

The Hon’ble Sir Onanves Srevenson-Moore, «.¢.1.8., c.v.0, 

The Hon'ble MasonO wens: W. H. B. ROBINSON, ©.B., LM.8, 

The Hon'ble Mr, F. J. Mowanay, ; 
The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. 8, O’Matey, CLE, 

The Hon'ble Mn. G. N. Roy. 


‘The Hon’ble Mr. A. Mair. 


PS 





" 
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Oath of Allegiance ; Questions and Answers. 
4 | ; LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 
‘AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 


- The Hon’ble Babu Sarat. Chandra Chakrabarty made an affirmation of his 
allegiance to the Crown. 


\ 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
STARRED QUESTIONS. 


The following questions which had been statred were put and 
answered :— 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
*1. } 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any sanitary survey maps 7 
of this province, district by district, was made with reference to the follow- pirvey of the 
vo eg : 


(i) improvement of silted up rivers and khals and bils; 


(ii) improvement of sewerage in municipalities and drainage in rural 
areas; 


(iii) improvement of water-supply in municipal towns and rural areas ? 


(b). What are the recommendations in this connection in the report of » 
the Drainage Committee (1906-1907) 4 


(c) Have the projects recommended in the report been carried ont? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


** (a), (i), (ii) and (iii) No sanitary survey has been made district by dis- . 
trict, but a considerable amount of work has been done in the last few years 
in surveying various areas in the Presidency. Schemes for sewerage and 


water-supply in municipal towns are generally prepared on the requisition 
of the Municipal Commissioners. 


(b) The recommendations of the Drainage Committee are contained in 
Chapter V of the report, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 


(ec) Of the four schemes recommended for execution, the Bagjola scheme 
has been completed. The Nawi Sunthi scheme has been commenced and is 
now in course of construction, The Bhairab scheme is being investigated, 
and it is hoped that a sees will be ready before the close of next year. As 
regards the Gobra Nala scheme, action was taken to declare the nala under 
section 40 of the Bengal Irrigation Act and attempts were made to remove 
obstructions from its course under the provisions of the Act. These, how- 
ever, proved ineffectual as pabang rights in the nala and the right to erect 
bunds for fishing purposes were claimed. The drainage cut from the Bistu- 
pur Bil to the nala been remodelled, and for many years the water of 
the bil was allowed to flow into the nala in considerable volume. In regard to, 
the Chalta and Chundoo Bils, the drainage channels leading into the nala 
were excdvated. : 
_ Since the report of the Yilarsary w Committee was published there has been 
By Te in the principles adopted for anti-malarial schemes of drainage. It 
* is na sett considered advisable to drain the srry Bil into the Gobra 
Nala. The present idea is that it should be kept as. ull as possible in order 


rng te a 
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Questions and Answers. m 
to prevent the breeding of. uitoes and that at the-end of the season the 
bi! ‘should be run Gey take the Bhagirathi itself and not into the nala. In 
regard to the Chalta and Chundoo Bils, no further ‘action has been taken 
bevond the excavation of the drainage cuts already alluded to, Before any 

rmanent and effective anti-malarial scheme for the improvement of the 

obra Nala as a drain channel can be _ effect to, ‘a scheme must be 
evolved which will include the flushing of the nala by means of water. from. 
some river and maintaining the water in the bils at a given level for the pur- . 
pose of agriculture. and then for final drainage. Such a project has, how- 
ever, not yet matured,”’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


*91.: } 
(a) Are the Government aware of the ogee and inconveniences to 
which pedestrians, especially women and chil ren, are subject in cross- 
ing the poantion of Harrison Road: and Strand Road in Caleutta on 
account of the continuous running of tram cars and carriages and also owing 
to cart traffic? ’ 


(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 
action as may be necessary with a view to constructing an over-bridge joining 


. . 


_ the opposite footpaths at the junction 4 


Poids 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, 0’Malley :— 


“ (a) and (b) The matter appears to be one for the consideration of the 
Corporation of Caleutta and not of Government. Government have re- 
ceived no complaints on the subject and are not contemplating any action,” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


(a) Are the Government aware that there are no sheds on the up and 
dowr platforms of the Hoo hly Ghat and Garifa stations on the Bandel- 
Naihati branch of the East elias Railway for the protection of Passengers 
from the rain and the sun? 


. (b) If so, are the Government considering the desirabjlity of recom- 
mending to the Railway authorities to take such action as they, may consider 
necessary with a view to remove this grievance ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


" (2) and (b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to 
unstarred question No. 7 asked by him at the Council meeting on 5th March, 
1920. The attention of the East Indian Railway authorities has been drawn 
to the alleged inconvenience, and the Government of Bengal have no further: 
inlormation on the subject,’ ; net Mn 


y" 


*IV. 


(a) Are the Government taking any. steps to ea a Hie: Rabi 


of the Government of India on the progress of education in India, 1 


_ para. 100, page 42, regarding the appointment of District Ir eae . 


the Provincial Educational Service in each district? tga SN 
(b) If so, when are these appointments likely to be maie? c tae 
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Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Matley:— 
be (2) and (b) The scheme for the appointment of ‘a District Inspector 


of Schools in the Provincial Educational Service for each district has been 
kept in abeyance in view of financial difficulties, and Government see no pros- 


_ pect at present of being able to introduce it.” 


By the Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
*“y, 


(a) Are the Government er steps to increase the pay of officers of 
the Lower Subordinate Educational Service ? 


-(b) Will the Government be pleased to state what provision has been 
made for the 18 officers of the Lower Subordinate Educational Service whose 


‘services have recently been dispensed with on the abolition of the posts? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


‘‘(a) The answer is in the negative. In this connection the Hon'ble 
Member is referred to the reply given to unstarred question No. 21 asked 


‘by the Hon’ble Babu Sib Narayan Mukharji at the meeting of Council held 


- rice is subject to a system of control? 


_and not to rice. 


on 5th March, 1920. 


(b) The Hon’ble Member apoeste to be under a misapprehension. Goy- 
ernnient have not dispensed with the services of eighteen officers of the Lower 
Subordinate Educational Service.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 
(Answers to which were laid on the table.) 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


1. 
‘a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the discus- 
sion, held in the Imperial Legislative Council on the 24th February last, on 
a resolution moved by the Hon’ble Mr. B. N. Sarma, recommending the 


- abolition of control over inter-district and inter-provincial movements of rice 


and other food-stuffs, and particularly to the official statement made by the 
Toen’ble Mr. Mant in connection therewith to the effect that control had been 
removed everywhere except in the Punjab and the United Provinces? 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to explain, in the light of the 
above remarks, their recent statements that the inter-provincial movement of 


_ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“* (a) The attention of Government has been drawn to the discussion 
in question. The Hon’ble Member is, however, labouring under a misappre- 
hension. He is referred to the record of the proceedings of the Imperial 
Legislative Council which will be found at e 367 of ‘Part VI of the 
Gazette of India of the 6th March, 1920, from which it will appear that the 
statement made by the Hon’ble Mr. Mant referred only to wheat and gram, 


ae 


(6) Needs no reply.” 
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5 ae ; 
. i ; Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:—. ” i ee 
3. ‘J . pe. ts 


_ Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- Uureleased 
ing the names of any political and State prisoners and other persons detained “emus in 
for political reasons, in Bengal, who have not been released yet? Bee 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— " 


“* The number of persons confined under Bengal Regulation III of 1818 ¥ 
at the instance of the Government of Bengal is at present 37. Government 
are not prepared to publish the names of these persons. There are no other 
persons detained for political reasons in Bengal.’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


(@) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the observations Standard cloth 
made by Mr. Noyee, Controller of Cotton Cloth, in his report, published in fer Bengal. 
the Gazette of India, January 31, 1920, to the effect that in Bengal standard 

cloth was‘ popular amongst the people who got it ’’ and that ** the quantity 

of standard cloth sold was insufficient to affect the market rates of other cloth, 

but the fact that standard cloth could be counted on had a salutary effect 

on potential profiteers ¢”’ 


(b): Has the attention of Government been also drawn to the very small 
quantity of standard cloth indented for Bengal, as compared with the other 

provinces ¢ : ' ae 
(ce) Will the Government be pleased to state their reasons for not indent- 


-ing for standard cloth in larger quantities in view of the observations referred 
toabovet = ~ ; 


: (2) In what circumstances does the case of Bengal differ from those of 
- the other provinces which indented heavily, justifying such action or lack of 
action on the part of this Government? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr :— 
“ (a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 
} and (d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the speeches of the 


. C 
2 Hon'be Mr. Crum and the Hon’ble Sir H. Wheeler at the meeting of this 
Council on the 19th February, 1919.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
5. : 


(a) Is it a fact that the Indian Association recently addressed the Opinions of 
Government stating that it would appoint a standing committee who would pnblic 
be in perpetual session and would promptly submit their, views on all jy \\tstions 

uestions relating to the reforms that might be referred to them from time to of reforms. 
time as in the case of the committee appointed by this Council on the 3rd 


_ February last for a similar purpose? : 
_ (b) If so, what reply has been given to the said comrhunication ! 


: (e) Are the Government aware that there is a considerable feeling in the 
country that public opinion on these questions should be ascertained not 
merely through a committee of this Council, but i reference to recognised 
public associations that might offer to deal with them expeditiously ! 


t 
HY 


+ 
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Questions and Answers. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 
“ (a) Yes. 
(b)'A copy of the reply of Government is laid on the table. 


(c) Government have seen certain statements to this effect, but they have 
to be guided by what is practically possible, looking at the date on which’ the 
final elections will be held.”’ ony 


Copy of letter No. 570/71 A.R., dated the 27th February 1920, referred to in 
the answer to question No. 5 (unstarred) of the 29th March 1920, from the — 
Additional Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Appointment 
(Reforms) Department, to the Secretary to the Indian Association and 
Secretary to the Marwari Association. , 


T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your se: No, 14 dated 
the {j February, 1920, regarding the formation of an Advisory Committee 


to deal with matters arising out of the proposals for Constitutional Reforms. 

2. Inreply, I am to say that, for the reasons outlined by His Excellency 
at the meeting of the Legislative Council on the 3rd February, 1920, it is not 
considered expedient to enlarge unduly the size of the standing committee 
which has been formed, and which it is intended to restrict to Members of 
the Legislative Council. The admission of claims to res resentation from 
some outside bodies must obviously lead to claims from ot ers, which could 
not be conceded if the committee is to remain of manageable size. An endeavour 
will, however, be made to consult particular interests about individual points 
with which they may be specially concerned. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— - 


(2) Did the local Government modify all or any of the rates mentioned 
in clauses 1 and 2 of the notification No. 5068 Com., dated the 23rd Decem-, 
ber, 1919, fixing the maximum price at which salt should be sold with effect 
from the Ist J anuary, 1920, in the case of contracts entered into before the 
date of the said notification ? ; 


(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn by a number of 
Indian salt. merchants to the fact that the European importers of salt com- 
pelled the Indian purchasers to pay rates higher than those fixed in the said 
notification, in respect of contracts entered into before the said notification 
but in respect of which contracts there was no appropriation of goods within 
the meaning of section 83 of the Indian Contract Act? Se i 


(c) Did the Indian salt merchants bring to the notice of the Government, 
in their letter to the Financial Secretary to the local Government, dated the 
15th January, 1920, that they have received legal advice that the realisation 
of the higher rates by the sellers in respect of deliveries effected after the 
1st January, 1920, even under contracts entered into before the date of the - 


said notification, was a breach of the orders under the said notification ¢ 
(d) Did the Indian merchants approach the Government for relief in. 


this connection ¢ 9 I a 








a {Feat ( : 
Questions and Answers. 


_ (e) What inquiries have the Government made in this matter and what 
steps have the Government taken against those who committed a breach of 
the said gata 
_ (f) What steps have the Government taken to accord relief to the Indian 
mer eo in r pect of the higher rates realised from thein by the European 
-_. (g) When issuing the said notification were the Government aware of 
the fact that on account of the shortage in the supply of wagons and on — 
account of inadequate arrangements at the Sulkea Salt Golahs, salt pur-. 
chiased since about the 24th November, 1919, had not been given delivery of _ 
at the date of the said notification ! R 


_ (h) Are the Government aware of the fact that at the date of the said 
- notification, on account of the non-delivery of salt for the reasons mentioned — 
~ in the last preceding question the Indian purchasers had to take delivery of 
about ,7,00,000 maunds of salt under contracts entered into before the 
23rd December, 1919, and that if they had to pay at the contract rates and. 
"sell at the rates mentioned in the said notification, they stood to lose heavily 
for no fault of their own? ; 





bye the 


' (i) Ave the Government aware that, although the demands require a » 
supply of about 100 wagons per diem at the Sulkea Salt Golahs, a much 
smaller number of wagons (sometimes numbering only 10 to 15) are in fact 
supplied ? ‘ 
(j) What steps have the Government taken to secure a larger supply of 
_ “wagons to prevent serious shortage of salt? - 
(k) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that this shortage 
of supply cannot be merely due to the scarcity of a tg inasmuch as 
wagons for despatch of salt have for some time been supplied at the Howrah 
Ghat Shed by reason of which preference is secured by a very few number of 
merchants ? : 
‘ “(l) What steps have the Government taken to see that. all wagons 
available for the conveyance of salt are supplied at the Sulkea-Salt Golahs? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 
_ * (a) No. , 
(4) These statements were made in their representations to Goverhmeut. 
(ce) Yes. ‘ 

(d) Yes. shen er 
-- (e) and (f) As this was a matter of Jegal interpretation which only @ 
court of law was competent to decide, Government refrained from interference. 

_ (q) Government have no official knowledge’ of the amount of salt pur- 

chased Seabed the 24th November and 23rd December; but their information 
is that the purchases made in this period were very largely in excess of the 
‘amounts that could possibly have been delivered within a reasonable time in 
ne most favourable conditions. It is true that there was a shortage of wagon. 
pply, but this was well known to the trade before the large urchases 
ferred to were made. There were occasions during the period when facili- 
ies for the removal of salt by boats were offered but were not accepted. 
~ (h) See answer to (g). This has been stated by the Indian merchants 
their tations to Government, who have no other source of informa- 
regarding contracts. = site S 
_ (j) The Customs Department have repeatedly drawn the attention of. 
the Railway Company concerned to the shortage of wagons. 
(ky This is a matter for the East Indian Railway. 
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Questions and Answers, aoe 

By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray:— pe 
PRN (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether a programme of 
acetone for major settlement operations for the Rajshahi Division has been decided upon? | 


’ Division. (b) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay a copy of the programme’ 
on the table? ee ; 


{ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“* (a) and (b) The provisional programme of survey and settlement 
operations in the Rajshahi Division is as follows:— : , 


Years of travense 


. survey. 
Pabna and Bogra SS Rik -» 1919—22 
Rangpur De ‘a --- 1922-96 + 
Dinajpur ee ites -+- 1926—30 


Survey operations have been commenced in the first, block of the districts 
of Pabna and Bogra,”’ ' ; 


By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray:— 
8. 


Non-represeuta- (2) Is it a fact that there is not a single Hindu member representing the - 
Sthae’™. . Natore subdivision on the Rajshahi District Board (excepting the present 
subdivision on  Subdivisional officer, who is an ex-officio member) ? 

~~ wea (6) If the answer to clause (4) is in the affirmative, are the Government 


considering the advisability of nominating a Hindu member to the District 
Board from this subdivision ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O”Malley:— 
‘‘ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 


(6) Under the Local Self-Government Act appointments ‘to District 
Boards are made by the Commissioner of the Division. That officer ‘will ~ 
consider the thatter when the District Board is next reconstituted,’ ; 


. 


By the Hon’bie Maulvi A. K, Fazi-ul-Hagq:— — 


9, 
fp ws 0a be (a) Will the Government he pleased to state when it is proposed to. 
“ate give final effect to the recommendations of the Public Services Commission 
sorvicos, regarding the pay ‘and prospects of the members of the Provincial Services, 
Executive and Judicial ! ; 


(6), Will the Government be pleased to lay on the'table a detailed state: 
ment of the proposals, as finally decided upon, regarding the future prospects — 
of these Services ? i 4 , i donaned 

: e) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps are proposed to 
be taken regarding the future pay and prospects of sub-deputy collectors! 
Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— pEhe 2 ur pan ee 


*“ (a) and (b) Final orders arding the future pay and { pects bone: 
the Provincial Services, Executive and Judicial, have tnok yet eae ‘passed, — 

















~ but it is hoped that a decision will now be reached very shortly, 

(ec) The Hon’ble Mentber is referred ‘to the answer given to uns a: 

bhatt si question No. 10 at the meeting of the Council held on the 3rd Februnry, 1990, Res 
“% eden AAT ees a ras 
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7s sdgnra dat Questions and Ansuers. 
By the Hon'ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— 
Pe oe | aa 4 } bi Ae pay 3 ¥ ‘ , s ¢ 
_. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what amount, if any, has 
. been spent pogerding the improvement of the khals in Eastern Betigal, viz., 
~ Tulsi and Dolai khals out of the sum of Rs, 50,000 allotted in the current 
year's budget # 


mri tae % y. 














(6) If nothing has been spent, will the Government be pleased to state 


the reason why ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


“* (a) Of the special budget provision of Rs. 50,000 for improvement of 
waterways in the Dacca district, nothing has been ‘spent. 


- (b) Owing pq! to the shortness of establishment which precluded _ 
the formation 9 


a temporary works division at Dacca and secondly to the 
fact that-no dredger is available,” . 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— ° 


11. J 


Will the Government be pleased to state what has been done during 
the year for the improvement of the river navigation in the districts of 
Dacca and Mymensingh and what the Government propose to do during the 


coming year? 


_Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley :— 


“ The expenditure during 1919-20 on the maintenance of waterways in 
' the Dacca district is estimated at Rs. 33,000, while for the year 1920-21 the 
budget estimate has been placed at Rs. 41,750. 


It is not the intention of Government for financial and administrative 
reasons to take up, during the year 1920-21, any works involving capital 
expenditure on waterways in either the Dacca or Mymensingh district. It 
is, however, intended that as works now under construction are completed 
and financial and administrative reasons permit, to undertake capital expen. 
diture on waterways in the Dacca district.’’ 


‘ 


_ By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


12. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement detaili 
the building and sanitary schemes that may be wnder their consideration in 


. sonnection with the Dacca University? 


_ (b) What is the total amount now to the credit of the Dacca University 
as grants from the Imperial and Provincial funds, recurring and non- 
recurring? 


What will be the probable capital and recurring expenditure for the 


‘ “a 
: ute), ' 2 
- Dacea University? 


 (e) TE-80, what will spprexinnds be the amount to be so charged for 
"the respective buildings and other items of property, and on what principle 
A ‘has the said valuation been made? ut ; ; 






a) Ts it the intention of the Government to charge the Duvea University 


fands or the value of the Government buildings to be transferred to it? 





ay 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— ——- te niet hans ran 

fee ; “ {a) Government have under consideration proposals for the sewer: re < 

ke. of the Dacca University area and for the following buildings projects:— 


(1) Three halls. 


(2) Ten residences for members of the University staff. Pe A a 
(3) Three residences for Government officers to replace houses which ° 
it is proposed to make over to the University. din 
(4) Three intermediate colleges. t 
(5) Buildings for the Dacca Training College, including a demons- 
tration school. ; mf 
(6) A hostel for the School of Engineering. ee Pipe aon 
: Fs 
; (7) Additions to and alterations in the buildings of the Dacca College, 
bie ,* School of Engineering and the Eastern Pengal and Assam 
iar. Secretariat. t di 
te (b) Approximately 62 ‘lakhs on 31st March, 1920. 


4 


(c) The estimates have not yet been worked out, 


wee (d) and (e) It is proposed to meet from the balance of the Imperial 
fare tants for the Dacca University the cost of constructing-residences to replace 

the residences of Government officers which will be made over to the Univer-. 
sity. Estimates of cost are not yet ready.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

13, i i ion te 

(a) Is it a fact that. the first clause of the terms of reference for the 

Indian Industrial Commission was ‘‘ whether new openings for the profitable 
employment of Indian capital in commerce and industry can be indicated.’?? 
(6) Is the Department of Industries being orgamsed on the basis of the _ 
ne _ recommendations of the Commission ? ieee 
im, (c) Was the clause referred to above accepted. by the Imperial and local ; 
pcs Governments as a principle for the guidance of the activities of the Depart- _ 
Mt _ ment of Industries 4 ra ohare) 
Ree or (d) Before st land for industrial purposes for the companies 
1 eaten Mentioned in reply to the Council question No. 34 (unstarred) on a 


The Department 
of Industries. 


5 aa December, 1919, did the Government inquire as to, and, if so, will be 

; pie pleased to state, what percentage of the capital of these companies was 

5 : “Indian”? In what sense has the word been taken? Sat ese 

Bess. -.. (e) If no such inquiry has been made, will the Government be pleased to _ 

Reet consider the desirability of directing such an inquiry to be made! aN 

_ __ (f) Is the Director of Industries the final authority to 4 dge of the 

- national ‘importahce of the industries applying for asecist- facilities of Naaid ne 

_ aequisition? ~ : ~ ay Sherrie ey Dvn. 

a (yg) What procedure is followed before an acquisition is made? ~y veh Spa 
’ _(h) Have further lands been acquired for industria’ poses Hy 
uent to the 18th December, 1919, Ce aes application receive r facil 

for the purpose of land acquisition? atin Mee er Nae 
(i) Did the Government inquire as to, and, if so, will they be p 

" state, what is the percentage of Indian capi ia the: Peni that 

aa aoplind fon ox obtained special facilities in. the forests for developn 

‘na . in es : 3 1 ye a ; val ora « tei ae am Lo Nb 
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(j)Is it a fact that several large European companies lave acquired and 
are acquiring extensive plots of-land in the neighbourhood of Calcutta for 
‘starting industrial concerns? ; ' 


(k) Have they applied for or received any help from the Government ? 
* Ifso, will the Government be pleased to state what is the nature of such help? 


“Ansiier by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— ; 
(a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(ce) Yes; but the suggestion in this and the following questions that 
facilities for the acquisition of land have been given to European capita] and 
_ hot to Indian capital in despite of this principle is misleading, The principle 
which Government have adopted in respect of such facilities is to grant them 
4 order to foster industries in the interest of the general public. Whether 
European or Indian capital is employed is a question of initiative. Govern- 
ment would emphatically welcome an extension of the profitable employment 
of Indian capital’in commerce and industry. Hitherto Indian firms have 
allowed European firms, whether the capital is mainly Indian or European, 
to take the initiative in most cases of the kind under consideration; they have 
themselves only taken the initiative in a limited number of cases, 


‘(d) No; but it is understood that in three of the cases the capital was 
offered for subscription in India. It is impracticable in the case of specitic 
companies to state what percentage of capital is Indian in the sense o being 
-held by Indians, as such capital can change hands from day to day’ Indian 
capital can therefore be best defined as capital which is offered for subscrip- 
tion in India. f ; 

(é) Government do not see the necessity for such an inquiry. The 
considerations which will weigh most with Government are the nature of the 
undertaking and the public interests therein. - 


f) No. Government are the final authority to decide whether the 
special facilities of land acquisition should be utilised in the interests, of the 
general public. E54 2 


; (g) Fhe procedure, which. has been in process of development, is now 
‘as follows in respect of cases covered by the recommendations of the 
Industrial Commission. The application is referred for opinion to the 

_ Director of Industries, who refers it to the Board of Industries and Munitions, 

_ if the advice of that Board is required either by the Local Government or by 
- him. Qn the receipt of his report Government, if they consider there is a 
-. prima facie case for the grant of facilities under the Land Acquisition Act, 
direct an officer to hold an inquiry under section 40 of the Land Acquisition 
Act. This report is submitted to Government through the Commissioner. 
If Government on perusal of that report and the Commissioner’s opinion 

_ thereon are satisfied that the conditions of section 41 of that Act have been 
fulfilled, an agreement is executed with the company which is published in 


the Gazette. Action under section 6 and the following sections of the Land 


Acquisition Act is then taken. ARE ie 
- (h) The question Lipet by the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta merely 


_Telated to the names. e industrial companies to whom facilities for land 
_ acquisition had been given prior to the 18th December. Applications from 
_ the following firms had also been received prior to that date— my 
is Sills Ri ada i pe ‘ 


Me koe . 


(1) the National Tannery Company; . 
(2) the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, Limited; 
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Questions and Answers. , 


(4) the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation Limited, and . 
(5) two European firms. ; 


The first three applications are at present under consideration, Facili- 
ties have been granted in respect of the fourth application in the ordinary 
course apart from the recommendations of the Industrial Commission; and 
they have been refused in the case of the fifth. 4 og 


(7) No. 


. (j) Several companies, both European and Indian, have acquired or are ' 
acquiring extensive plots of land in the neighbourhood of Calcutta for start- 
ing industrial concerns. ‘pa 


(k) The only large European companies to whom help has been given 
by Government for starting industrial concerns in the neighbourhood of 
Caloutta are Messrs. Marshall, Sons and Company and Messrs. Thornycroft 


(India), Limited, on their application for the facilities of the Land Acquisi- 
tion Act. a 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
14. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the extra cost involved 
in the schemes for the revision of the pay and other emoluments of the officers 
in the following Imperial Services, so far as Bengal is concerned :-— 


(7) Indian Civil Service, 
(it) Indian Police Service, 
(vii Indian Medical Service, 
ir) Indian Educational Service, 
v) Indian Forest Service, 
(vi) Indian Engineering Service ? 


(b) Are the Government in a position to give an approximate estimate 
of the additional cost likely to be involved in the near future by revision of the 
pay and other emoluments of gazetted officers employed in the different Pro-, 
vincial and Subordinate Services in Bengal ? 


(c) Has any estimate been prepared for any revision of pay of the 


ministerial subordinates employed at the headquarters offices of the Govern- 


‘ment of Bengal and in the district offices ? 


(d@) What class of officers are entitled to house rent allowance under the 


Calcutta House Allowance Scheme, and what are their maximum and mini- 


mum salaries? a 
(e) Will the Government be pleased to state why ministerial officers 


employed in. the Secretariat and attached offices are excluded from ‘the 
benefits of the said scheme? ; : ' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— er pie 
“* (a) and (b) Only approximate figures can be given in the following 
Cases :— f puree arhtesi Sh 


_ (2 Indian Civil Service, Rs, 4,63,000. Rn, A areas es 
(4% Indian Medical Service, Rs. 1,81,000 IRR 
i Imperial Public Works Service, Rs. 85,375. tt See i 
_ (ie) Provincial Civil Service, Rs. 5,900,000. = 
__ (v) Provincial Medical Service, Rs. 1,383,000. = = = 


(vi) Provincial Public Works Service, Rs. 35,000. Pee 


a. 


Ae | mS asst! 
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- Separate figures are not available for the other services. The total 
figures of the estimated cost of revision of pay of officers, Imperial and Pro- 
vincial, in the following services are as follows:— a 

Police Service, Rs. 1,87,000. 
Education Service, Rs. 3,76,000. 
- Forest Service, Rs. 38,000. 


(e) No. 


_\(d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to rules I, If and LI of the rules 
relating to the Calcutta, Bombay and Rangoon House Allowance Schemes. 


(e) Ministerial servants empires in Calcutta are not of the class regard: 
ing which administrative difficulties have arisen. They have been generally 
recruited directly for Calcutta appointments, while the allowance is primarily 


intended for those gazetted officers who are liable to serve in any part of the . 


province, and who receive no special salary or allowance when transferred to 
the Presidency town.” : 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
15. 


(a) Have the Government’ any statistics taken from any regular process 
of registration, of the total number of seamen employed in the Mercantile 


Marine? — 
(b) If so, what are the total number and main districts of recraitment ? 


(c) If there is no such record kept, are the Government considering the 
desirability of taking early steps for the purpose of keeping a proper record ? 


(4) What is the total number of these men who shipped from Bengal 
ports during the war and who were employed in keeping the seas open ? 


(¢) Is it a fact that nearly nine hundred of these men, though non-com- 


batants, lost their lives in the war? 


- (f) What relief has the Government granted to the dependants of those 
who died? ® 

(g) Is there any agency of the Government through which they exercise 
supervision over the requirements of Bengal seamen employed in the 


Mercantile Marine, in the matter of their terms and conditions of service, 
health, food and clothing ? 


iN) Is there any special hospital provided for Indian seamen in Calcutta 
and Chittagong ? , 


(i) Is there. any place provided for these men to meet together for 


‘ 


(j) What arrangement is there for the improvément and protection of 


their morals? 


(k) If the answers to clauses (f) to (j), are in the negative, are the Gov- 
ernment taking any steps to remedy this state of affairs? - 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


(a) Yes. te ee : 
*- (b) The total number is 155,911, but it is not known how many of these 


“have died or discontinued working as seamen. 


‘p., The main districts of recruitment are Dacca, Noakhali, Chittagong and 


- Calcutta in Bengal and Sylhet in Assam. 


banter 


ares oN Dg 


Bengal >» 
Seamen in the 
Mercantile 
‘Marine, 


respective j 





Questions and Answers. : ae 


(c) The Hon’ble Member is ateerad” to the answers gine, above to 
questions (@) and (0). 

(d) The total number i is 108, 392: Ne DeErdick 

(e) Yes, slelacheace 

(f) A scheme of compensation for the dependants of lascars of British | 
are who were killed or injured through war risks was sanctioned by His — 

jesty’s Government and worked by the War Risks Insurance Associations 
of oe Toited Kingdom with the assistance of the Government of India and 
the Local rebtabs oe in the matter of the identification of the dependants 
and the ent of the allowances sanctioned. The details of the scheme 
were publi in ed in a Press Communiqué issued by the Marine Department of 
the Government of Bengal dated the 5th Tieceiber, 1916, a 4 ORY of web is 
laid on the table. 


. A 


9) The Indian: Merchant Shi Act, 1859 (I of 1859), and the 
articles of agreement prescribed un e provisions of the Indian Merchant — 
iy V of 1883), er the for the terms and conditions of 


Shipping Act, 1883 
Sealth, food and clothing of the seamen. The Shi ipping Master, 


service, . 
at the: ect 


Calcutta, is the officer of Government responsible for seeing 
and interests of seamen are safeguarded. 


(h) No. 
(i) No. 
(j) This question is not understood. 


(k) Government are taking no steps in connection with the matters: 
referred to in questions (%), (7) and (7).’ 


Communiqué referred to in the answer to question No. 15 (f) tupaarned) of 
the 29th March, 1920. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
* Marine Department. 
Dated Calcutta, the 5th Piasecahe: 1916. | 
SCHEME OF COMPENSATION FOR LASCARS OF ares Sars... 


Wire a view to provide for the dependants of lascars of British ass 
who are killed or injured through war risks, a scheme of compensation has 
been sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government and will be worked by the War — 
Risks Insurance Associations in the United Kingdom with the assistance a 
the Government of India in the matter of the identification of the dependants 
_and the payment of the allowances sanctioned. The War Risks . vy 
will settle all claims on receipt of the papers of identification from eevee om 
ment of India, but payments to claimants will be a in India. reek 







2. In order that the claims may be, peraenst pies 
as possible after a casualty or sah a so pen, the Shipping 
Masters, Calcutta and Chittagong, the Commissioner of Police, Caleutta, 
and the ates of the districts of this Presidency, which are o inarily 
the homes of the lascars, rit ac Pedr to issue notices throughout the 

the scheme an invil s fro 
gerne Hi ‘affected by the death or in = prea se offic 
a prbresdcen cond atm oes 2. + Baga Es 
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lascars. To relieve immediate distress the Government of Bengal, will, on 
receipt of the identification papers, sanction the payment, pending final award 
by the War Risks Association, of a provisional advance, not ordinarily 
exceeding one month’s pay of the deceased, to the person entitled to receive 
the compensation. The scale of compensation is given below :— 


i SE 











WIDOW’S PENSION. 


First Class.—Husband whose pay exceeds Rs. 35 monthly. Pension 
Rs. 12 monthly. 


Second Class.—Husband whose pay is over Rs. 25 but does not exceed 
Rs. 35 monthly. Pension Rs. 10 ndehly. 

Third Class—Husband whose pay is over Rs. 20 but does not exceed 
Rs. 25 monthly. Pension Rs. 8 month y. 

Fourth Class.—Husband whose pay is under Rs. 20 monthly. Pension 
Rs. 6 monthly. , 


The widow’s pension to cease on re-marriage. 


CHILDREN’S ALLOWANCES. 


An extra rupee per month to be allowed to all classes for each child up 
to the age of 14 years. ° 


OTHER DEPENDANTS. 


If no widow’s pension is awarded then in necessitous cases allowances 
may be made to other dependants up to, but not exceeding, the amount of 
» widow’s pension. ‘ i 


The amount.awarded (within the above limits) to be based on the degree 
of dependency. , 


GENERAL, 


: The pay to be taken at the rate received by the husband at the time of 
his death without any addition by way of victualling allowance. 

Arising out of a single death there cannot be awarded amongst all the 
dependants more than an amount equal toa single widow’s pension, and 
children’s allowances. 

Claims for injury will, except in very serious cases, be settled by lump- 
sum payments calculated to cover the probable period of incapacity. 

3. All claims should be submitted to the officers named in the above 
paragraph. pon 

. 4. The Government of India’ are anxious that all ms entitled to 
compensation should receive it as quickly as possible the Governor in 
Council he that the publication of this notice will tend to accelerate the 
receipt of the information necessary to enable Government to dispose promptly 
of all reasonable claims of lascars and their dependants. 

SOAS ox Oa re ee eee ale Oa ‘COWLEY, 
ee ; Secretary... 
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Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brejendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: = 


16. i ; ‘ . 
_ (a) How far has the question of the establishment of a nautical school 
for the training of Bengal lascars advanced? _ ; 


(b) Will the Government be. pleased to state the general outline and 
scope of the school and its proposed standard of education ? 








Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


~ ** (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the'answer given at the Council 
meeting of 5th March last to —— No, 31 (b) by the Hon’ble Member, 
on the subject of the training of Indian seamen in the elements of the theory of 
navigation and for the training of Indians in the art of navigation on a scientific 


basis. : 
(b) The report of the committee referred to in that answer is awaited.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


17. 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the grievances 
of a very large number of Hindu pilgrims at Sitakund railway station on 
the Assam-Bengal Railway for want of a raised platform, a waiting-room, 
rest-house and a sufficient number of carriages, particularly on “‘ Shiva 
Chaturdashi *’ day? 


(b) Are the Government aware that these rievances of the Hindu 
public have repeatedly been brought to the notice of the Railway authorities 
and that nothing has yet been done by them for their removal ? 


(c) Are the Government Canenering the desirability of taking such 
action in the matter as they may think fit‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


“ (a), it) snd (°) The Bengal Government have no information on the 
subject. The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Railway Board.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
18. ; 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table an exhaustive 
statement showing the following. particulars, viz. :—. 


the officers of all the services, Imperial, Provincial, Subordinate, 
Ministerial and others; i } 

: the total increase in each service; ad 

(iit) the percentage of increase over the existing pay; 

er the date of sanction of such increase; and reitieate 


(i) the increase in the rates of pay recently sanctioned in Bengal te 
1 


£559 


(v) the date from which effect has been given or is proposed to be’ 


given to the scheme of increase in the different services? —_ - 


(0) What are the services, if any, in which no increase of pay has been’ 


allowed ¢ Bews 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


t 


zeady. 


7 


“A statement is being prepared and will be laid on the table when it is 
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- The Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Bill. 
Mr. Oumming ; Rai M. C. Mitra Bahadur ; Maulvi Abul Kasem. 





LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 


“THE BENGAL AGRICULTURAL AND SANITARY 
_ IMPROVEMENT BILL, 1920. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming moved that the Bengal Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement Bill, 1920, bs referred toa Select Committee consisting 
of the’ Hon’ble Sir Charles: Stevenson-Moore, the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin, the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley, the 
_Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh ‘Laha, the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhereswar Ray, 
the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali, the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali, the Hon’ble 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur and the mover, with instructions to submit their report in time for 
its presentation at the July meeting of the Council. 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :— 


“ My Lord, I welcome this Bill, but I beg leave to discuss a matter which’ 
ig a very important one regarding the principle of the Bill for the recovery 
of costs. I find that in the Bill itself there is no strong indication as to the 
recovery of costs from tenants, as well as the mannér in which the costs are 
to\be recovered. We find in clause 36 (7) and (4) §ndications to. show that 
rules are to be framed for that purpose. I beg leave to say that the rules, if 
framed, are not open to the public for consideration, because the authority is 
delegated by the legislature to the Executive Government. It is far better 
that thesé rules, especially this rule being of a very important nature, should 
pass through the legislature and the public ought to have a free hand in this 
matter. I am fully aware of the fact that in the Drainage Act there are 
certain sections—41 to 44—which give indication as to the manner of the 
recovery of costs. but/we do not find any such provision in this Bill, and the. 
matter 18 delegated by the legislature to the Executive Government. - If rules 
have been framed already, I submit that these rules ought to be brought 
before the Select Committee, and the legislature ought to have a voice in this 
connection, Tf the rules have not been framed, I submit it is high time that 
they should be so drafted and brought to the notice of the Select Committee 
and the.legislature. It is highly necessary that it should be provided in the 
‘Act. In the Embankment Act we have got an indication as to how the cost 

‘will be recovered ; in the Drainage Act we have also an indication to that. 
effect, If they, are not so_indicated in this Bill it would be rather'a difficult. 
matter both for landlord and the tenant. My submission, therefore, to the 
Council is that the authors of the Bill will kindly consider whether it is 
necessary to do so here or not. If the rules are framed hereafter and given 

effect to, the public will not have the opportunity to speak in this connection. 
The principle which I have enunciated may be considered by the Council as 
well as by the Select Committee and particularly by the authors of the Bill.” 


_ The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— 
“My Lord, Dtake this’ opportunity of expressing the gratitude of the 
rural ulation in general and the agricultural class in particular to the 


Hon’ble Mr. Cumming and to your Excellency’s Government for the intro- 
duction of this eran needed measure, In this connection I submit for the 
consideration of the Hon’ble Member in charge and the Select Committee 
that as has been suggested by the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
' Bahadur that everything ought not to be left to the rules and that some of 
the most important things which are to be included,in the rules should be 
_. with advantage incorporated in the Bill itself. Secondly, I submit that 


‘ ; Pads Si 


aly . ‘ r 
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there should be some more definite proposals for ve-excavation and what 
is more reclamation and improvement of irrigation tanks. . It should be made 
obligatory on the Collector. to pass necessary orders for the same whenever 
on inquiry he finds that it is necessary in the interest and improvement of 
agriculture. My Lord, there is one difficulty in this connection, and it is this : 
some of these irrigation tanks ate owned by several owners, and the cannot 
combine together or agree to re-excavate or to improve or repair them, and 
the law should provide that if any of these co-owners 80 wishes he may with 

legal help be allowed to purchase the whole tank at a reasonable cost to be 
settled by the Collector or the Revenue authorities so that he may improve 
the same. 


There is another matter to which I wish to draw the attention of this 
Council and that is about the pasture land. We deeply feel the necessity of 
pasture land in the rural areas and unléss our cattle have got a pasture land - 
they cannot be of much use. It is. true that they can be fed with fodder 
and other things. but a grazing land is more necessary to the cattle than 
ordinary food. I hope this matter will be taken into consideration when the 
Bill is considered by the Select Committee. 


With these words, my Lord, I beg to support the motion now before the 
house.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Commigg sata: 


“My Lord, at this stage the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Ohandra Mitra 
Bahadur has raised a question of principle, namely, the method according to 
which recoveries should be made. But after hearing his remarks on the 
subject, | venture to think that these remarks appertain more properly to a 
question of procedure. He is under a misapprehension if he thinks that it is 
proposed that.the public should not be consulted at all regarding the rules for 
the recovery of costs. If he will refer to clause 36, he will see that it is laid 
down that no rules are to be passed without previous publication, which obviously. 
includes consideration of any opinions which are received after such publica- 
tion. In any case, I can inform him that there are at present rules in draft, 
which will be shown to the Select Committee ; but, if this Bill is hereafter 
passed, the rules will be published formally and submitted for public 
criticism. So much as regards his objection. 


As, regards the first point raised by the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, I 
an assure him that the question of the re-excavation of tanks will be consi- 
dered by the Select Committee. As to his other oint, the provision of pasture’ 
land was not one of the primary objects contemplated in this Bill. i 


With these, remarks, Lord, I desire again to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee.” bt 


The motion was then put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS_ITEM No. 4. 
THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. 
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ptoseated thé 
Report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1920. REI Nee: 8 
He said :-— 4 Jr iay 


f ~ hues nae a 
“My Lord, I beg to present the report of the Select Committe on the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. nppert of the committee summarizes the se ; 
made by it in the Bill and although it: is perhaps unnecessary for me to 


‘ a ‘ 
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Rs. 
367, 164,073 8,70,52 


ee 


an bee , Rs. 
Opening balance” Ve 2,79,19, 185: |. 5,39,64,089 
Oe 


Prinelpal He Heads of Revenue—. 





1,61,19,880 


t 
Revoons —...| 1,65,02,460 1,67,97,277 
Wo v= | 1,20,75,985 | 1,16,05,915 | 1,24,82,625 
V—Exciee caw] 1,84,48,229 | 1'56,36,202 | 176,68,711, 
Vi—Provincial Rates .... 1,834,841 -1,89,091. | 112,484 














Vill—Income tax wa 84,27,714 | 1,08,96,235 | 1,12,01.828 
1X—Forvsts wef! 13,88;779 13,76.970 | '19,44,104 
X—Registration — ...| 2148927 19,04,027 1917/7837 
+ Pott aa. | 660,272,985 | * 5,71,78,9405) ° 6,21,19,211 |. 


X11—Interost at 649,042 | 6,89,791 


Resuljisc ay Civil Dipartinsat 
XVI—Law and Justice— 
‘A.—Courts of Law. 921,386 11,22,200 














11,24,384 
B—Jails vee} -12,18,040 -12,01,718 14.76,874 
“xvu—reliee ae 1,83,633 . 1,87,154 | ' 2.591168 
XVIL—Ports and Pilotage | . 12,60,964 10,06,412 12.36,052 
X{X—Kducation ~~ 4. 9,47,392 9,51,950 9,83,109 
XXA—Medical © «|» 373,618 4,00,834 -4,15,812 
+ XXB—Sanitation. si 83,937 12,322 6,509 
en har Bi 1,16,197 1,21,456 1,67,583 
XXIB—Scientific and Mis- 12,60,469 26,35,397. 13,64 /492 
'” eellaneous Depart- 
©. ments, 
mot. 69,60,698 | 76,80,488 | 
RI sfeospes in rn of 59,011 57,369 
' XXI1I—Stationery and “Pitot: 1,49,799 1,40,097 1,72,803 . 
ing. 
~ ¥XV—Miscellaveous <e 7,51,242 5,65,563 6,07,227 
: eee |. 960/052 7,63,029 | 6 44,786 


Oe ee 





Works irae 144,866 189,151 152,437 





OXXX—Minor — Works and Fh, 
$n vs Nav ‘ation — ; ; y 
, By “Public Works 3,92,248 4,238,696 | 4,738,988 |: 
st 7 t, , 
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Direct Demand on the Revenues— 
“1, Refunds and Drawbacks ss 2 48,021 
2." palate ne Com nga- 

- aoe 76,399 
8. Land] Revenue ... tee 














6. Stamps ‘eee eee 
%. Excise + awe ous 
10. Income-tax —.., on | 
11. Forests, wee one ie 
12. Registration... ear : 11133,912 
, Dovel eiai:\ Have 1 76,40,622 | 










13. Interest on ener debt . .. 
» Salaries and Expenses of Civil De- 
partment— , A 


5,01,745 | 4,272,128 4,56,074 





. 













24,82,180 | 25,88,941 | 25,93,267 




























18, , General ‘Admivistratioa oe 87,98 
19. Law and Justice— . 14 
- A—=Courts of Law ++ | 99,20,187 | 1,00,08,704 | 1,04,01,062 314, 

; B—Jails ++ | 27,96,818 | '80,85,129 | '87/89'306 30,04 40,60 
20. Police ie nus 1,26,13,287 | 1,82,25,406 ~ 160,32 
21. Ports an. Pilotage oe 11,60,185 | -12,85,749 |. ‘ b 4 16,02 
22, Rduca! a 4 80,92 86,12,234 9508) 12142 - 

24A. Medel ne Nas : “|. '8%10 
243. Sanitation ©... | 898,456 | 4,69,180. 16467 
25. Political wee ot awe | 189,880 | 2,979,797. Pineal CB “laterite aid 
26A. Agriculture... + | 10,86,600 11,71,522 14'26,032 , ey 45 24515 





268. Scientific and Miscellaneous 
Departments 






vo] -4,69,606 | 5,556,266, 2547.79 
Pin ‘Total ate 400,88, 427,78,062 062 “4,78,82,860 






ag am , é‘ on — 

. perannuation, ete, oe 01 ory 37 24,96 Bb a 

80. Stationery and Printlig® aao1oH8 ith 723 7 Oe 7a66e | _ 1498 
32. Miscellaneou vw] _2,47)886 | 9.24,079- "694.265 | one cy 


ae 48,40,619 | ay -55,68,007 


Pr 








Total 
Panivg Relief and Insurance— 
* Famine relief... me 1,47;237 
ry coin or avoidance of 




















: XS ae Nae 4 deh 0”. 
* ‘Mate Ttcrcbae Accounts)— oy Se ucadicy a 
40. Subsidised Companiee-=Lana, we als (6 A 
PRES) MUS - nt Mee ~ 6 |e pies 
eee ekiie sims ery yy eae ee 
~ Arrigation— ne 
42. Major Works— aa gat 
ae ne aaa avs ere 
aes terest.on t . ons 1 4263 
Works and Nayiga- RE a ne 


we 


+ Paver IVA] THE CALOUTTA GAZBTTE, APRIL 7.1920. / 801 








not a = SSS eas 


rane SE SN par " Rie . eee ey» 
ee BUDGET 
yp t : OF THE 
. GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 


1920-21. 


} 


PART |.—General Review by the Finance Member. 


GENERAL FINANCIAL SITUATION. 


This ‘statement is presented to the Council under rule 33 (i)of the 
Bengal Legislative (Financial Statement) Rules, published with Notification 
No. 4482 F., dated the 10th December 1912. On the 19th and 22nd of 
December last, when the departmental budgets were-under preparation, the 
Hon’ble Members of the Finance ‘Committee were invited in an informal 
meeting to advise Government as to the selection of new schemes for inclusion 
in the coming year’s budget. As required by rule 6 (1) of the Bengal 
_ Legislative. (Financial Statement) Rules, 1912, copies of the Draft Financial 
_ Statement were formally presented to the Finance Committee on the 23rd 
ola anuary 1920, and the Committee was asked to advise on the distribution of 
the ‘‘ unallotted ’’ expenditure iba «cea allowed by the Government of 
- India in passing orders on the first edition of the budget. On the 27th of 
_ February 1920, under rule 11 (1) of the Rules for “the discussion of the 
-* Annual Financial Statement, all the Hon’ble Members of this Council were 
_supplied with copies of the Amended Draft Financial Statement, together 
with: copies of the second edition of the Civil Budget Estimates. Again under 
rule 14 (7) of the Bengal Legislative (Financial Statement) Rules, copies of 
..- the Revised Financial Statement were supplied to all the Hon*ble Members ° 
of this Council on the 12th of March 1920. 
-_-'This memorandum is divided into two parts. Part I gives a brief review, 
and Part II more detailed particulars, of the provincial transactions. It 
"> 4g only necessary here to refer to the more important figures. = 
2, The budget for the current year provided for an opening balance of 
Rs. 3,70,52,000, but the actual opening balance amounted to Rs. 3,72,00,000,- 
exceeding the estimate by Rs. 1,48,000. The increase in receipts occurred 
mainly under Income-tax (Rs. 2,01,000), Land Revenue (Rs. 1,76,000), 
Public Works Department (Rs. 2,74,000), Jails (Rs. 1,77,000), Forests 
's. 1,44,000), Stamps (Rs. 83,000), Law and, Justice—-Courts of Law 
Rs. 57,000) and Transfers between Imperial and Provincial (Rs. 8,33,000). 
he increase would have been sr but for the fall in revenue under 
fe marr erties ae “hate 
. tthe revi’ estimate, due mainly to an 
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increase under Land Revenue. (Rs. 3,03,000), Jails (Rs. 4,46,000), Police 
(Rs. 1,80,000), Medical (Rs. “aig act gue and Miscellaneous’ 
(Rs. 3,39,000), and Education.(Rs. 1,12, 06 ). The excesses were, how> 
ever, to some extent counterb d by savings under Sanitation — 
(Rs. 1,33,000), Agriculture (Rs. 1,08,000), Public Works Department | 
(Rs. 2,66,000), 43—Minor Works (Rs. sawp and smaller savings under 
Stationery and Printing and Miscellaneous. ‘The transactions of the year 
thus showed a surplus of Rs. 4,36,000, against the surplus of Rs. 2,88,000 
anticipated in the revised estimate, thereby causing an increase of Rs, 1,48,000 
in the opening balance. - ei ey 2 ew a 
3. Turning. now to the general financial situation of the province in 
the current and coming financial years, the following is a summary of the 


position :— 
RS. Rs. Rs. 
Opening balance ioe +. 3,70,52,000 3,72,00,000 4,07,07,000 
Receipts mv +++ 7,29,83,000 - 8,32,25,000 —_-8,39,74,000 
Expenditure 5 + 7,77,12,000 —7,96,18,000 _ 9,03,39,000- 
Closing balance 18 ve 3,23,23,000 4,07.07,000_3,43,42,000 


_ Two features presented by these figures are likely to attract attention. 
In the first place, a very large growth of reyenue is. noticeable during the . 
current year, in spite. of the fact that the districts of Ti pera and 
Bankura suffered from famine, and that a part of East Bengal was 
Swept by a severe cyclone. The causes which have helped to swell the receipts. 
are examined below. : 


In the second placg it will be observed that at the end of the year 1918-19 
the closing balance amounted to Rs. 3,72,00,000. In spite of the fact that 
the provincial expenditure has increased during the current r by 
_ Rs. 19,06,000 over the budget estimate of the year, the closi “ee 
expected to reach the high figure of Rs. 4,07,07,000. Under the orders 
of the Government of India, Local Governments have hitherto been precluded 
feom budgetting for expenditure within the year in excess of the revenues of | 
that year; and even when an overdrawal was allowed, all new expenditure 
proposals were very carefully scrutinized, and only urgent and unavoidable. 
expenditure permitted, on account of the enforced economy caused by the 
war.» This polioy has resulted in a large increase in the balance, In view 
of the cessation of hostilities, however, this Government applied to the Govern- 
‘ment’of India to permit a heayy draft on balances in the ensuing year, and 
it will be seen that, according to the estimates which are now presented to. 
the Council, an expenditure of no. less than Rs. 63,65 Wwe i nosed i 
the year 1920-21 in excess of the receipts of that year. The f 
of the Presidency will thereby be reduced from Rs. 000 to 
Rs. 3,43,42,000. © manner in which this extra expenditure is going to 
he employed is explained later. if Lapa: Pra 
The current year’s budget provided for an 
; ns 3,70,52,000, a revenue of Rs, 6,98,24,000, and 













“en = ae sp revenues of Rs. 31,59,000, 

- 11,00,35,000. is sum it was oposed to spend | 
leaving a closing balance of Rs. 3,23,23,000. ‘The revised estimates show how _ 
far these anticipations are likely to be realised ih actual boa “a ies 
an attempt to forecast the probable receipts and expenditure 
adding to the actuals of the first ten months n estimate 

_ of the sonerting pew As the actuals o eC 

’ available ; the estimates are further. ; 

_ liable to modification up to the time the | 
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figure. The table below compares the budget and revised estimates 
; year under the chief major heads:— : 
MY ae | } Variations ~ 
; : Actuals, Budget Revised between bud 
Hans ov Revarce. 1918-19. ine TN pee dates rt 
‘ ia evento bennett 
; 1) 7 } 2 3 ‘ | 6 
| 
Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. 
I—Land Revenue se | 1,67,97,277 | 1,66,21,000 | 1,66,80,000 | + 59,000 
1V—Stamps vis . | 1,24,82,625 | 1,27,50,000 | 1,50,00,000 | + 22,50,000 
| WeRxcieg | 176,63;711 | 1/87,00,000 | 1,81,00,000 | ~ 6,00, 
Vill—Income-tax ... «| 1,12,01,823 88,75,000 | 1,55,00,000 | + 66,25, 
IX—Forests on «|  19,44,104 16,30,000 | — 19,00,000 | + — 2,70,000 
-X—Registration ... is | 19,17,737 | .19,00,000 27,00,000 |.4+ 8,00, 
XVIA—Law Soe Sustior—-Courts | 11,24,384 , 11,88,000 13,30,000 | + 1,42,000 
aw. | 
XVIB—Jails 1% «i 14,76,874 10,01,000 17,32,000°| + — 7,31,000 
XVIII—Ports and Pilotage ww} 12,386,652 12,64,000 13,00,000 | + 000 
. .XIX—Edacation ... w | 9,838,109 | 10,29,000 | —10,40,000 | + —_ 11,000 
XXIB—Seientific and Miscella-|  13,64,422 10,82,000 18,00,000 | + —7,18,000 
neous Departments. 2 
XXV—Miscellaneous ../-6:07;227 | -6,99,000./ 650,000 | - 49,000 
XXX—Minor Works and Navi-| 4,73,988 | 5,00,000 | 4,25,000 * 75,000 
gation—Public Works) 
Department. | 
XXXI—Civil . Works—Public | 8,39,669 | 5,55,000 | 6,00,000 | + 45,000 
G Works Department. i | 
i Other heads ade vs |) 20,71,088 | — 20,30,000 | 23,38,000'| + — 3,08,000 
Transfers’ between Imperial | + 17,16,730 | + 31,59,000 | + 20,30,000 |,-  11,29,000 
and Provincial Revenues, } , 
Total me 7,39,00,920 | 7,29,83,000 | 8,31,25,000 +1,01,42,000 








From the above figures it- will be noticed that large increases are anti- 
cipated under Stamps, Income-tax, Registration, Jails, Scientific and Mis- 
laneous Departments, Forests and Law and Justice—Courts of Law, a 
decrease in transfers between Imperial and Provincial, and a set-back in 
Excise, Miscellaneous and Minor Works’ and Navigation. The largest 
incréase occurs under Income-tax. ‘The framing of estimates under thie 
’ ‘head under present conditions is a matter of the greatest difficulty, not only 
. because of the introduction of different rates of taxation, but also in conse- 
‘. quence of the varied effects on profits of the revival of trade and industry 
rally since the cessation of hostilities. Last year the profits of the jute 
industry were satisfactory, while there was increased pros rity in certain 
mercantile trades. On the other hand the cotton piece-goods trade suffered, 
while the loss of revenue on account of the exemption from assessment of all 
incomes below Rs. 2,000 per annum, and the rebate of income-tax payable 
in respect of the amount paid as excess profits duty, had to be allowed for, 
In view of these facts a decrease of Rs, 214 lakhs from the revised estimate 
for 1918-19 was fl and the budget estimate for the current year 
was fixed at Rs. 88,75,000. The first nine months’ actuals, however, indicate 
that this forecast was an under-estimate, and that the trade prosperity and 
industrial development in Calcutta was much above expectation. e revised 
estimate for the current year has, therefore, been fixed at Rs. 1,55,00,000. 
‘This also takes into account the large arrear collections this year on account 
of assessments for 1918-19. palsifle we 
The high prices of food-stuffs which have led to increased litigation, 
continued industrial and trade fig: rc oy Calcutta, and activity in the 
_ piece-goods market and, in wat in busi generally, have contributed to 
me the very ‘large ve incre se er e head St am. ps. . 
‘The considerable rise under Registration is mainly due to the abnormal 







property in Calcutta an: also to the high price 
to more borrowing. The cyclone in East Bengal 
s caused an increase under this head. 
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The work of the office of the Administrator General and Official Trustee : 


has increased more rapidly than was expected; the result has been an increase 
in fees and Siatinidgeerte which are credited under the head Law and 
Justice—Courts of ‘Law. The Forest Department has undertaken 
departmental operations on a more extensive scale than was NIE ar 
when the budget “was framed. This accounts for the increase under the 
head Forests, which is, however, counterbalanced to a certain extent by an 


increase of over Rs. 14 lakhs on the expenditure side. The high: prices 
obtaining for articles of jail manufacture and a large demand for quinine — 


have contributed most to the increase in revenue under Jails. On the other 


Rs. 41,00,000, on the expenditure side under Jails. The sale proceeds of 
uinine are shared equally between the Jails and Scientific and Miscellaneous 
partments, under which head there is a corresponding increase. This 


_ unexpected demand for quinine was mainly from the Mi itary -authorities 


‘for the Frontier Campaign. The original estimate periee for an assign- 


veh 


$ 2%. chemin Caleta 


ment of Rs. 19,75,000, payable f the Government of India as compensation 
to this Government on account of t 

for the rupee, on the sum of Rs. 6,25,00,000 estimated as the excess profits 
tax this year. ‘As this Government, however, is entitled to compensation 
at the rate of only 2} pies for the rupee on Rs. 6,25,00,000, the assignment 
has been reduced to Rs, 8,13,000 in the revised estimate. The reduction in 


Rs. 
For the payment of a grant to the Port Com- 
missioners, Chittagong, for the pur- 
chase of a dredger ay -» 800,000 
Grant to Sir J. C. Bose for scientific research _.. 1,00,000 ~ 
Grant for agricultural education 75,000 
Grant for anti-malarial schemes ae 97,000 


The fall in revenue under Excise is mainly due to the measures adopted 


. by Government to check consumption and to a fall in revenue under the 


. 


head ‘‘ Liquors and spirits made in India ‘after European methods,’’ owin 
to larger imports of eres liquor. Owing to a decrease in the boiitidipe cof 
goods transported through the Madaripur Bil Canal and the Calcutta and 
and Navigation, and the revenue under the head Unclaimed Deposits, which 
is of a very fluctuating nature, having been below expectation, there has been 
a fall under the head Miscellaneous. : das 
On the expenditure side, against the budget 
the revised estimate stands at Rs. 7,96,18.000. showing a net anticipated 
excess of Rs. 19,06,000. Since the budget estimate for the cu 


was passed, the Government of India have sanctioned the following ‘andi. 


tional grants which are available for expenditure :— 


Bee ot 


Grant for the purchase of a dredger by the Port... >. 
missioners of Chittagon reciveaty ; 
_. For t of a grant to Sir J. C. Bose for. 
, is Research Institute bed Macioth4 Soe ian 


For agricultural education (Rigen oaperne ei 
or development of evening classes in mining 
nh centres i Oy gh BN SMe Ui ee eh hag ib ete wise 
Drawal from balance to meet the cost of sa 
4 a@equisition for a medical. dents’ 


| 
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and, there has been a still larger increase, from Rs. 30,04,000 to 


he loss of income-tax, at the rate of'6 pies | 


estimate of Rs. 7,77,12,000, 
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Variations 
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Ry 
oye apha eager ek i? i Ses fis BS i 
8, Land Revenue see} 88,21,266 38,14,000 | .. 38,50,000 | + 36,000 vi ‘ 
Ase Mxowe i ae} 10,57,500 11,387,000 | 11,69,000 | +s, 32,000, ~ 
Li. Forests ne Je) Bj25835 7,66,000 ~ 9430,000 | + 1,64,000° 
12. ARegistration ... cy}-12,33,912 | 12,21,000 | -13,00,000 | + » 79,000 
g®eWeneral Administration ... |‘ 25,93,267 | © 26,388,000 | 27,17;000 }+° 79,000; 
19A. Lawand Justice—Courts of ' ’ TB 
i Law ai .. | 1,04,01,062 | 1,04;35,000 | 1,06,33,000 |-+ —1,98,000 
Bie Apiireid Susliee dai”. 37,82,306 | — 30,04,000 | 41,00,000 | + 10,96,000 
20. Police ase as | 1,82,25,406 | 1,36,21,000 | 1,43,00,000 | +” 6,79,000 
* 21. Ports and Pilotage ~ —.,.|_12,85,749'| " 13,31,000 |” 25,34,000 | + 12,083,000 
22. Education... | 86,12,234 | 97,86,000 | 95,08,000 | — 278,000 
24A. Medical xe "| -29,01,028 | 27,69,000 | 31,00,000 | + 3,31,000 
24B, Sanitation ... - aos 7,71,020 | 18,66,000 | 15,00,000 | - 3,6 
' 26A. Agriculture .., és 14,26,032 17,48,000 | -17,25,000 | - 2300 . 
26", Scientific and Pal Si By est 
“ ous Departments see |  25,47,719 |. 10,68,000 9,15,000 | ~ 1,53,000*% 
29. Superannuation allowances, 
ete. a vee | B4,96,064 |  35,47,000 | 87,77,000.| + 2,30,000 
30. Stationery and Printing ... 13,783,668 14,93,000 16,30,000 | + 1,837,000, 
| 32... Miscellaneous .. . 6,94,265 9,34,000 5,88,000°'| - 3,46,000 
43. Sestiogs-Minor Works ee 
( and Navigation, Public a 
"Works Department —... |_-12,95,089 | 17,538,000 | 15,25,000 | -  2,28,000° 
45. | Civil Works—Civil ve | 11,42,123'|  15,64,000 | 11,69,000 | -/ 3,95,000 > >, 
45. Civil Worke—Public Works ; 
“Department ... wa. | 92,34,411 | 1,13,00,000 | 1,05,00,000 | ~  8,00,090 
Other heads... a. | 18,45,092 | 19,17,000 | 21,48,000 | + 2,381,000 
ees hotel «.. | 7,34,65,048 | 7,77,12,000 | 7,96,18,000 | + 19,06,000 
; foe Triaiee vey ly, ceties 
pagers ir 


Under the head 21—Ports and Pilotage, it will be observed that an excess 
iture of Rs, 12,03,000 is expected during the current year. The main 
se for this increased expenditure are the grant of Rs. 8 lakhs by the 
ernment of India to the Port Commissioners of Chittagong for the 
iba of a dredger this year, and the transfer to this head of the fer adaitiba 
a -3,25,000 made by the Government of India to the head ‘‘ 45--Civil 

, Civil,” as an Imperial grant for the improvement of the port of 
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This transfer accounts peaialy for: the saving under the head ~ 
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over a lakh in ehh nite of co damaged by the cyclone of September tem 1 
Jast and to the abnormal rise in e prices of cloth and food-stuffs, which | 
have caused a very great increase in so in the rghit 
and rations to the force. ne to an abnormal rise in the prices of food- — 
stuffs, medical stores and medical requisites, and to an increase in.the ber — 
of patients, the sanctioned estimate of the Medical Department is also likely — 
to be exceeded by about Rs. 3,31,000 this year. The increased expenditure 
under Law and Justice—Gourts of Law, is mainly due to the opening of. 
additional courts in/several districts and the consequent appointment of * 
additional District and Subordinate Judges and Munsifs to cope with the. — 

increase of work, which has also necessitated the appointment of additional 
establishment and increased contingent expenditure. The excess expenditure 

- under Superannuation Allowances, etc., is due to an increase in pensionary 
_ charges. Departmental operations on a larger scale than was contemplated 
when the budget was framed have also been undertaken by the Forest Depart- 
ment, which accounts for the increase in Forests. As has y been 
explained, this outlay will be productive of revenue. The great i in 
the work of the Registration Department has necessitated the employmien 
of larger temporary establishment and increased expenditure under contin- 

_ gencies. The smaller excesses under’ Land Revenue, Excise, General 
Administration and Stationery and Printing, are generally due to the rise 
in prices of all articles of stationery, rise in the rates of postal and telegram 
chargesyand to the general increase in the volume of work. Against these 
excesses, however, savings occur under Education, Sanitation, Miscella- - 
neous, Minor Works and Navigation, and Civil Works—Public “Works | 
Department. ee i aoe 


<The savings under Education are mainly due to the non-utilization of 
the provisions for the Dacca University scheme and for the scheme for the 
training of gurus, the sanction of the Government of India not having been 
received in time to admit of full expenditure being incurred. Those under 
45—Civil Works—Public Works Department are due to the inability of 
the Department to spend the budget grant in full. Owing to some of the 
schemes of the Department’ of Industries not having matured in time, 
savings are expected under the head Scientific and Miscellaneous Depart- 
. ments. The savings noticeable under Sanitation and Miscellaneous are more 
apparent than real. The savings under the former head are chiefly due 
to the transfer of provision to Irrigation for anti-malarial works, ie also. 
to a certain extent to the non-utilization in full of the lump provision for 
. Sanitation. It has been the practice to include under the head Miscella- 
. heous, a reserve of Rs. 2 lakhs to meet expenditure under any head of account _ 
for which money may be immediately necessary. As the ocal Government | 
is precluded from drawing on its balances without sanction, it is essential | 
that there should be some money in reserve, for though lapses do apne . 
occur under many heads of me sonoma these savings seldom become avail- 
pble until late in the year, and in the meantime some provision must be at 
and to meet urgent and unforeseen demands. All ap ropriation out of 
this reserve, as well as all sanctions accorded by His Excllen - the Teta 
from the petty grants allotment and the adjustments of expenditure on grain 
compensation allowance, appear under the appropriate ‘major heads; 
this accounts mainly for the savings under the eed Steed - Owing 
to the paucity of superior officers, works in connection with the ment 
of waterways and drainage projects, for which provision was made inthe — 
current year’s budget, are not likely to be undertaken, which accounts mainly 
for the large savings under Minor Works and Navigation, 
4. In consequence of these changes in the figures of recej 
diture, the estimated closing balance of the ca, Whe the st 
for 1920-21 has been taken at s: 4,07,07,000, or 
han the budget. Of the el ance Rs. 20 lakhs 
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po daniaty however, that. ue under Stamy 
{ dine and Ports and Pilotage will be maintained, while a lerge-4 . 
‘ted under Income-tax. During the war there were onsiderabl 
flurtnations of revenue oe ee it on the figures pect 1912-13 'to 
1918-19 there has fee re ie about Rs. 64 lakhs a year. © 
On the assumption’ 1990-91 be a Bre Yeipenty an. additional 
* revenue of — . 6 lakhs over the revised estimate for the eorpent , 
* anticipated, one 
As an offset against this, a fall of reobipte under Scientific pace Miscella- 
neous Departments is probable on account of a smaller demand for quinin 
_ The receipts from Jail Manufactures will also be affected by this and by 
likely decrease in the demand next year for articles manufactured in t 
jails. The revenue under Registration this year has been high, « 
-the prices of foodstuffs, the scarcity in some parts of the Presidenc ‘th 
distress caused by the cyclone in Eastern Bengal. The two latter conditions 
at least, are not expected to recur next year, and the revised estimate has been 
repeated in the expectation of only the normal increase. A very lar 
is shown ‘under the head Transfers between Imperial Sad. Sonn 
Revenues. This is due to the fact that it is not expected that 


ants will be repeated next year, and also to the necessity of y ng anc 
Jarger sum to the Government of India as their share of cog ba cote 














For the next a total expenditure of Ra. 8.08 89.000 has bers 
‘ vided, whith is orby. Rs. 1,26,27,000 and Rs. , HOF 2L000 than the 6 t 
, year’s budget and revised estimates respectively. Details by chief 
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6. In framing the estimates of expenditure the Governor in Council 
- has made provi8i foball the recommendations of the Public Services Commis- 
sion in respect of the pay and ee of oe ean services, orders 
on which are expected to be received in the course of the year. ‘This accounts ~ 

for the greater part of the inerease under Land etentie under which head 






a provision of Rs. 2,50,000 has also been made for carrying ow the scheme 
of Circle Officers appointed under the Village Self-Government Act, for 
which an initial provision of Rs. 1,25,000 was made in the current year’s 
budget. »A sum of Rs: 2,50,000 has been provided for the resumption of land 


‘in connection with the scheme for developing Kalimpong as a hill station. - 


There isa considerable increase under Forests. oe e war expendi- 

~ ture was rigorously. cut down and the development of the forests was thus 
greatly retarded. To make up this lost ground, considerable expenditure is 
ROY necoelry, much of which will repay itself. An increased provision 6f 

. 65,000 has, therefore, been made for Communications and Buildings and 

of Rs. 1,18,000 for Improvement and Extensions. A sum of Rs. 50,000 has 
also been’ provided for the reorganization of the Subordinate Forest Service, 
and’ Rs. 36,000 for the compilation of working plans for the forests in 
Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Under Registration, provision 

_ has been made to give effect to the reorganization of the Registration Depart- 
ment, and for the revision of the strength and pay of the ministerial staff. 
The local Government has been pressed to give effect to these necessary reforms, 

* which have been delayed only on account of financial stringency. Under 
_ General Administration, to replace the present old and uncomfortable saloon, 
a provision of Rs. 61,767 has made for the construction of a new metre 


gongs. ey saloon for the use of His Excellency, and a further provision of. 


1 

has been added to improve the pay and prospects of the lower 
-grade assistants of the Civil Secretariat and to reorganize the establishment 
of the Board of Revenue. The Secretary of State has sanctioned the reten- 
tion of the additional Judge for the High Court till a vacancy occurs among 
_non-Civilian judges. A provision of Rs. 52,788 has been made on this account, 
_ and of Rs. 2,50,000 for revising the pay of Subordinate Judges and Munsifs 

~ in accordance with the proposals of the Public Services Commissi6n. 


~~ The budget. provision under Jails follows the ‘revised estimate, but a ° 


ited of 50,000 has-been made for the revision of the py of jailors. 
: der the head of Police provision has had to be made for the Public 
Vehicles Department, Calcutta, for extra establishment for the licensing of 

’ arms under the new Arms Act, for extra motor launches for riyer traffic, 
_ for a considerable additional cost in supplyi g first kit and for strengthening 
_ the cadre of sub-inspectors to replace probationers under practical training. 
There has also been an increase under Salaries, due to the reversion of 
officers ery duty and to an increase-of force through better recruit- 

- ment. As the Calcutta’ Alms-house is being removed from its present site, 
it has been decided to help the District Charitable Society financially in order 

_ to enable them to acquire a site in the suburbs of Calcutta and to construct 














a new alms-house there. A provision of Rs. 5 lakhs has according] ee 


made for this purpose. These items account for the Rs. 14 lakhs agi vs 
Pa droid provision exceeds the figure in the current year’s budget. Under 


‘Ports an Hg M 2 provision has made for the payment of a_ fee of 
_ Rs. 90,000 to Sir | padiford Leslie and Mr. Basil Mott mS connection with the . 
_ design of the new rah Bridge. A sum of Rs. 49,000 has also been pro- ” 


ded for the payment of w to lasears taken prisoner by the Germans 
_ from British ships, and Rs. 20,000 on account of the recommendations of the 
Services Commission. The large decrease, however, under this head,.is 





nly due’to the omission of any provision for the Port of Chittagong, the. 
erm ta tagong 








ae being transferred to the beget ag Ty bud 
er ation shows an increase of about Rs. over 
year t is expected that considerable progress will be made 

with the. scheme for a University at Dacca. A sum 
) effect to the recomm ndations of the 
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sg ous MS , Bea OT se 
uisition of a site for the establishment of a Technical Institute in Calcutta, — 
Re 1,08,000 fo imparting of manual instruction in schools and-for the — 
opening of manual training classes. and Rs, 81,000 for end rapannong | 
Mephagamactael education in madrasahs. “ It may be mentioned that a sum of | 
* Rs. 2 lakhs also has been provided in! the Public Works Departm gin iat 
for the construction of buildings for the Technical Imstitute. The or 
in Council hopes to carry out several important Medical schemes in 4920-21. 
The Mitford Hospitakin Dacca has been bry Fy a and is now to be. . 
taken over by Government. A sum of Rs. 70,000 has been es in the 
budget for this. The Belgachia Medical Institute in Caleutta has received 
' temporary affiliation up to the M.B. standard from the ie dans Os 
Calcutta, which has intimated, however, that permanent afliliation would . 
not be'granted unless and until certafh improvements ‘are made, *T + 
improvements are estimated to cost Rs. 6,17,000. Of this su Go 1 
in Council has agreed to contribute Rs. 4,00,000, provided the balance is 
raised privately. A provision has been made in the budget on this acequnt. 
A sum of Rs. 1,33,000 has also been provided for the revision of phy in acgord- 
ance with the proposals of the Public Services Commission, and Ks. 50,000 
for the revision of pay of Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 


Among Sanitation posed is a proposal to establish four laboratories- 
in different parts of the Presidency for the analysis of water and food. Pro- 
vision has been made in the budget for one such laboratory at Dacca. ‘The 
opening of the Panama Canal and the outbreak of yellow fever in Africa has 
brought the danger of infection much nearer. To guard against this, anti- 
stegomiya apemces are to be taken at the ports of Calcutta and Chitta ong. 
A sum of Rs. 20,000 has been set aside for this, and Rs. 30,000 for hil - 
welfare. work. Besides provision for the above mentioned schemes, a sum of - 
Rs. 18,75,000 has also been allotted for carrying out various schemes of 
ppniacr improvements the details of which are shown in Part [1 of this memo- 
randum. Taian! a: ca : . ‘ 


Agricultural development also has not been-neglected. In continuance 
of the scheme for the distribution of improved paddy and jute seed it is pro- . 
io to establish four, new district agricultural farms, at'a, cost of 
. 1,10,000. A sum of Rs. 62,788 has also been provided for a sericultural 
nursery at Bholahat, in the district 6f Malda. The measures taken for 
improving the paddy and jute crops in Eastern Bengal having met with — 
» remarkable success, an Economic Botanist is now wanted to take up the same 
work in Western Bengal. Provision for this officer has been made in the 
budget.. The increase in the number of co-operative societies naturally - 
sitates an increase in the supervising staff. Proyision has, therefore, been 
made for a uty Registrar and additional auditors and inspectors for 
, Whom a sum hasbeen provided. The full programme of the new artment: 
of Industries will entail an expenditure of Rs. 16 lakhs. Only part. of this. 
pane is expected to be carried out in 1920-21, howeren, and Be 4 lakhs. 
ave been provided for this purpose under Scientific and Miscellaneous. 
Departments. Under the same head a sum of Rs, 40,000 has: entered 
’ as a contribution towards the construction of a floating emigration hospit 
at Goalundo, and Rs. 20,000 to ae effect to the recom 
. Pub os Cc e mumber_ of factories is. 
+ rapidly, especially in the neighbourhdod of Caleutta, that it has’ found — 
a oem? provide for the appointment of two additional inspectors of 
ries. : va Bey in een Daina | 






ations of the ~ 


“ ing wo 






* The provision under head 82—Miscellaneous shows an i piceuat “ goto 
Rs. 18} In above the figure in the current: ear’s Me say Pad ih 


hs for in 





is accounted for by a pe of Rs. 10 





~ menials, Rs. 1 lakh for War Allowance, Rs. 2 : act 
contingent grant, Rs. 25,000. for the maii e of détenus, provision-for.. 
‘which for Was made under 25—Political, and Rs. 50,000 > meet the - 


_ made for drainage schemes-in connection. 
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the Amirabad, Pichaboni and Bulee Bil drainage projects, for mitigating 
the effects of floods, and for the reconstruction of the Kidderpore Bridge 


- A-sum of Rs. 7,00,000 has also been provided for the widening of the Madari- 


pur Bil route, Rs. 2,00,000 for repla 6 two bridges over the Circular Canal, 
and Rs. $5,000 for the gonstruction of buildings for the establishment of a 
newtw. ys divisions at Khulna. In the Civil Works budget, there is 
rovisi the extent of Rs. 35,17,000 for new works, including Minor 
orks, details of which are given in Part Ii of. the,.quemorandum, while 
the usuainecessary allotment has been made for works in progress, repairs | 
and establishment. Owing to a large number of new works having been 
reves, lately, the allotment for works in progress is considerably 
higher tian in previous years and includes provision for the works in con- 
a hh 3 partition of the districts of Midnapore and Mymensingh. 
or the supervision of the’very large outlay on buildings and communications, 
7 strengthening of the superior staff is absolutely necessary, and as the 
vermment of India is being moved in the matter, increased provision has 


"been made under Establishment. 


The closing balance has been placed at Rs. 3,43,42,000. Of this Rs. 20 
lakhs represents the prescribed minimum closing balance of the province, 
whichtmust be kept intact, while Rs. 1,69,32,000 represents the unspent 
balances of Imperial recurring and non-recurring grants or sums which are 
earmarked fér specific purposes, as detailed below. The free proyincial 
balance, therefore, amounts to Rs. 1,54,10,000:— 


Rs. } 


Balance of Imperial grants for Education -98,33,000,~ 
Balance of Imperial grants for Agricultural 





Education SR 69,000 
Balance of Imperial grants for Sanitation 60,51,000 
Ranchi Lunatic Asylum a 9,79,000 
- Total ..- 1,69,32,000 
Minimum closing balance ... | 20,00,000 
' Total ... 1,89,32,000 
Available free balance aE ..» 1,54,10,000 
re Total ... 8,43,42,000 
a 
H. WHEELER. 
The 27th March 1920. , 
4 % 
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PARTI. naan cite tl 
’ ; ‘ j * 
Si references in the margin are to the pages of the Civil Budget Betichans. 2 ree 
< 4 ‘~ 
! a 
and 3—Land Revenue. eR a 
‘ 2 k yer ms 
mo : Revenue. “4 wre 
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sae Acrvats. . ' Fi 

Budget Revised_ Writager 

— j estimate, estimate, | estimate, 

1916-17, | 1917.18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. |, 1919-20, 1980-21. 
Sete Wt oud at. fa ral ron | ae Si | ra 
Smanep. | Rs. Ra’ | Rs. Rs. RS. & : 

we . 

Ordinary —_ revenue-fixed | | re 
collections pees 2,24,42,108 | 2,27,65,934 | 2,25,00,000 | 2,26,50,000 |2.26,00,000 
\ Sale of Government estate: 1,475 53,400 | 145 5,000 1,000 5,000 
Sale-proceeds of waste | ° | | 

lands, ete, 2 83,815 | 51,731, 53,948 43,000 50,000 


‘ | 
2 } { 1 
Assessment of alienated | 
.lands—fees less quit- 
rents y oe ane 


68,618} 67,427! 67,473 | 68,000 68,000 










Recoveries on account of 
survey and settlement 
+ charges ... eee 





10,603 10,000 | 10,000. 


4 
3,000 | "4,000 


1,85,000 1,89,000 


“7,080 5,066 | 


Rents, etc., vf fisheries ... 2,019 4,773 3,692 


| 


Miscellaneous 1,97,800 | 1,64,602 | 250,051 





Total shared —_,., | 2,28,49,518 | 2,27,91,091 





2,31,46.809 | 2,28,40,000 | 2,29,60,000 hava 2,29,26,000 











| 





gyi 
¢ 


Ordinary revenue collec- 
tions from Government 


estates... 50,76,709 47,04,247 | 52,083,278 | 52,00,000 | 52,00,000 


| 


Recovery B cost of main- 

















tenance. of boundary | . | s Oe ee 
pillars... ne 992 20,088 |. 20,544 1,000 a 
Total... | 1,65,02,460 | 1,61,19,880 |1,87,97,277 1,66,21,000 | 1,66,80,000 + 1,66,69,000 
ry os : —_-—— - ~ Pe pe 
REVENUE. - it 


The Provincial share of this head of revenue is one-half, except for recip 


from Government estates and from the recovery of the cost f maintenance of 
peries pillars, which are wholly Prowinniaie e 


the revised estimate f 918- . 
nikesoe te or 1 19, the b t estimate for 


at Rs. 1,66,21,000. The collections soon” we ~ 
actually amounted to Rs. 1,67,97,277, and considering the: neh ie 


actuals of the current the revised estimate f nthe a in ala 
Rs. 1,66,80,000. "The neon ainly under the bead,” Ordinary a 
{fixed collections ee acs ions. 


paliorat 
the ction for the year 1 forthe yen 19903 oats 


a a oe ee 
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° oH 
oe Expenditure | ae 
(Eten ceanewer cect: - Page 23. © * . | 
mas ACTUALa. Budget | Revised: | Budget re 
— | estimate, | estimate, estimate, +24) 
r 1916-17. 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20, | 1920-21. ye ee 
J a oe i | a 
"Toe ps es ae Pires Pw 
ie vd 
a. Rs. 4s Race | Rs. | Rs. Ra. | Rs. ae 
Survey and settlement ...| — 1,04,256 89,903 | 72,763 | —_-2,10,000 | * 1,256,000 |. 496,000 “ 
Charges of district ad-| .~ + | ‘ ¥ 
inistration w» | 28,71,098 | 27,76,970.| 28,14,655 | 28,89,000.| 30,30,000 | 36,00,000 , 
Milapment of "Govern: | } j | 
meut eutates ws |) 4,389,845 | 5,564,681 | 8,47,812 | 6,26,000 | 6,15,000 | 8,92,000 
Charges da account of eel ps | | ; i 3 
Land Revenue collec-) | | { 
tions & ... vee] 14,881 9,400 | 23,166 | 14,000 17,000! 17,000 
= | sd \ 
Land records a 62,401 64,222 | 62,870! 76,000 63,000 90,000 
Total £. | 34,992,481 | 34,94,026 | 38,21,266 | 38,14,000 | 38,50,000 | 50,95,000 
2st ba sled Milas ie LA oli Nel aay ld hkener PN MCS WILY ROS PR lpr ak re 
ri 
“a 
EXPENDITURE. : 


The budget estimate for 1919-20 was fixed at Rs. 38,14,000 against the Page 23. Tin 
actuals of Rs. 38,21,266 in 1918-19, but considering the actuals of the first 
nine months of the current year, the revised estimate for this year has been 
fixed at Rs. 38,50,000. There has beeri a large increase under the head : 
“* Charges of district administration.’’ This is partly due to the payment of Pas** 29 to 34. 
grain compensation allowance and war allowance to menials, for which no 
allowance, was made in the original estimate under this head, and partly to 
an increase in expenditure under travelling allowance and contingencies, The 
increase would have been larger but for the savings under the head ‘‘ Survey 
and settlement,’’ consequent on the non-utilization in full of the provision for Page 28. 4 
the purpose.’ | 
The budget estimate for the coming year is higher by Rs. 12,45,000 than 
the revised estimate for the current year. The increase is shared by all the 
minor heads, except the head ‘‘ Charges of land revenue collections.”’ 


Survey and settlement.—The budget estimate for the ensuing year Pages 23 to 28. 
includes a provision of Rs. 2,96,046 for payment to the Government of India 
in final adjustment of the accounts of the Bakarganj settlement. The cost 
of district survey and settlement operations is advanced from Imperial 
revenues, and three-fourths of the cost are recovered from the landlords and 


+ tenants. In areas,. however, in which there has been a settlement of the 


land revenue, the local Government has to pay to the Government of India the 
three-fourths share of the cost, as in such areas the cost cannot be recovered 
from the landlords and tenants. The provision made is in final adjustment 


. of the cost on this account in Bakarganj.. The budget estimate also includes ; a 


_ district and Rs, 42,000 for 36 estates in Bakarganj and 65 estates in Faridpur, 


Rs. 68,0005 for the land revenue settlements of estates in the Darjeeling 


most of which could not be taken up earlier owing to the war. ay 


Charges of district administration—A provision of Rs. 1,25,000 was 
made in the current year’s estimate as a first instalment of the expenditure to 
be incurred on circle officers appointed in anticipation of the hoped for 


Pages 29 to 34, 


‘development of pep self-government; In furtherance of the same policy 
2,50,000 h 


a sum of Rs. 


as been provided in the coming year’s estimate, whic 
also includes a provision of Rs. 10,53,000, to give effect to the reeommenda- | * 


- tions of the Public Services Commission for the improvement of the pay and 


P ts of the Indian Civil Service and Provincial Civil Service officers. » 


Management of Government estates.—Besides the: usual provision of Page3s 
~ Rs. 50,000 for improvements, the next year’s estimate includes a sum of 


A 


Peak 





for the completion of the resumption of‘lands in 


for the settlement of waste lands under the raiyatwari , and Rs. 2,50,000 


Rs 1,07,000 for the colonization of the Sundarbans in pursnance of the scheme 
C with the develop- 


ment of Kalimpong asa hill station, 


Page 7. 


Pages 7 and 8. 


’ 
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Land Records.—In the districts where settlement operations have been 


completed, the land registration registers have to be rewritten on the 


basis of the records of rights. The increased provision in the estimate for 
1920-21, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, 
is mainly for this work. | 

IV" and 6—Stamps. : 


, 


Revenue. 











: ’ 
eee : . 
7 > , | ho ” iv 
sree | Budget "| Revised .| Badget 
_—_— ogra: qo. Tt uwtgewe MO Ward aye eee estimate, [ estimate, esti te, 
| 2916-17. | 1917-18, | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. | sogd-g, 
| U 1 ; 
Te eR ORIN Cen ci mam We ee 
Ra. Rs. | Rs. } Rs. Re, ee 
| ‘ 
Sale of general stamps ...| 70,89,758 | 68,78,549 | 69.81,651 | 81,00,000 | 1,05,00,000 1;07,00,000 





Sale of court-fee stamps 1,63,53,246 | 1,61,90,369 | 1,73,71,112 | 1,67,00,000 | 1,87,00,000 1,95,00,000 
Sale of plain paper to be | 


used with court-fee | 






































| | } 
stamps .., see 3,53;696 | 3,46,214 3,55,470 3,60,000 3,85,000 4,00,000 
Duty on impressing docu- | H 
ments .., < 2,538,262 2,59,598 2,76,209 | 285,000 8,10.000 3,20,000 
Fines and penalties oe | 35,239 86,195 29,778 | 40,000 35,000 40,000 
Migcellaneous w+ | 68,769 905 1,030 | 15,000 70,000 40,000 
Tota) aah | 2,41,51,970 | 2,32,11,830 | 2,49,65,250 | 2,55,00,000 | 3,00,00,000 | 3,20,00,000 
{ : reemeenenarencal isi ye 
Provincial share (one-half) 1,20,75,985 | 1,16,05,915 1,24,82,625 1,27,50,000 | 1,60,00,000 1,55,00,000 
i RCM tag “This head is not open to discumion, ae 
REVENUE. 


The receipts represent the share, credited to this major head, of the sale- 


proceeds of the unified postal and revenue stam 8, the sale-proceeds of bills: 


of exchange and other general stamps, the duty on embossin receipt, 
cheque ind lier stamps, the duty levied under the Taian Stamp Act, 1899, 
on documents brought for adjudication and on documents unstamped or 
insufficiently stamped, and fines and penalties levied by Judicial and Revenue 
officers under the Stamp Act on insufficiently stamped instruments. The 
revenue from the unified postal and revenue stamps is credited to the Imperial 
head ‘‘ Post Office.” Out of this revenue, a sum of Rs. 4,99,000 is credited 
under the sub-head ‘‘ Sales of general stamps,’’ as the Civil Department 
share of the sale-proceeds of those stamps. 


In view of the industrial development and revival of trade after the . 


essation of hostilities, an improvement in stamp revenue was expected when 

the budget was framed last year. The estimate for 1919-20, therefore, 
allowed for an improvement of Rs. 7 lakhs (Provincial share Rs, 34 lakhs) 
over the revised estimate for 1918-19: ; 

The progress of actuals so far, however, indicates that the current year’s 
forecast was an underestimate and that. the revenue under this head will 
much exceed anticipations. The revised estimate on the basis of recent 
actuals, has, therefore, been fixed at Rs. 3,00,00,000, half of which, 
Rs. 1,50,00,000, is Provincial, This great increase in revenue is attri- 
butable to the rapidly increasing commercial and industrial prosperity, 
especially in Calcutta, and to the high price of food-stuffs, which has led 
to increased litigation. Since 1912-13 the growth of revenue under this 


| [Pawn TVA. 


“ 


head has been at an average rate of a little over Rs. 7 lakhs a year, but in 


. . . 


that trade prosperity and industrial development will continnes but allow. 


ing for an average crop next year, which, it is hoped, will bring down the 
rices of food 8, the estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs $ 
This allows for a growth of revenue of Rs, 10 lakhs over that of the current 
. te. * a See +) < 


The Provincial share is one-half, and amounts to Rs. 1,55,00,000, 


-10,00,000. — 





aE has gars 











Page 39 





; x Budget | Revised Budget | 
penn ent EGR RR URAC HIN 0 std dea ee eee ay 12d OE estimate, estimate, 


1916-17. | 1917-18. |, 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. | 1920-21, 








° Rs. Rs, | Rs. Rs. Re, Rs. 
Superintendence 30,061 26,773 25,897 31,000 27,000 | 29,000 
Charges for the sale of |. ; } 

general stamps 2,41,236.| 1,96,181 | 2,08,811 | 2,10,900 | 3,04,000 | _—_8,25,000 


oir on sale of court . | 
1,25,970 1,27,198 1,2°,884 1,35,009. 1,35,000 | 1,438,000 
22,187 21,627 } 22,066 25,000 24,000 | 25,000 


2,06,917 2,58,468 2,86,772 2,84,000 3,00,000 ' 8,15,000 


Disowat on plain paper. 
Stamp and plain paper 

supplied from Central 
P Stores 5 one 


Total 














626,371 |  6,80,197 | 6,72,530 | 6,83,000 | 7,90,000 | |_8:87,000 








' Provincial share (one-half) 





a Se ae eS 





3,18.186 | 315,099 | 3,86,285 | 342,000 | 3,95,000 _4,19,000 





2 


EXPENDITURE. 


The estimate for 1919-20 was Rs. 6;83,000, but this has been raised to Page 39., 
Rs. 7,90,000 in the revised estimate for the current year, and the estimate. 
for 1920-21 allows for a further intrease of Rs. 47,000 over the revised estimate. 
Thei increase is mainly under the heads, “‘ Charges for the sale of general 
stamps ’’ and ‘‘ Stamp and plain paper supplied from Central Stores.’ 
The charges for the sale of stamps and the cost of paper supplied, naturally 
vary with the receipts, and as an abnormal increase in revenue is expected, 
increased provision for expenditure has been allowed for. 

The charges of this department are divided equally between I mperial 
and Provincial, and the Provincial shares amount. to Rs. 3,95.000 in the 
revised estimate for 4019- 20 and to Rs. 4,19, 000 in the badget estimate rok 
1920-21. 


V and 7.—Excise. 















































Revenue. 
7 | Page 8. 
tus ACOA, | Budget Revised , Budget 
a pears pet ye eapere estimate, estimate, estimate, 
1916-17. 1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20. 1919-20. ' 1920.21, 
License and distillery foes 4 . | Bae 
and duties for tie sale , ) | { | i 
© of liquors and drugs ... | 1,12,21,403 |'1,26,44,627 | 144,21,876 | 1,53,00,000 | 1,47,40,000 | 1,52,00,000 
~ Gain on sale- B..08 fe NN ale } | % 
excise opium and other |; i Y | 
drugs www sees} 18,27,533 12,94.817. | .14,50,132 | . 17,30, 000. 16.00,000 16,40,000 © 
Duty on ganja... |-:18,35,037 | 16,37,465 | 16,14:877 | 16.00,000 | 17,00,000 | 18,00,000 
Fines, confiscations and f ‘ 
"miscellaneous seb. & “60,256 59,813.) 76,826 70,000 | 60,000 _ 60,000 
saga) * | eat ney eee 1,56,36,222 ae | 1,87,00,000 | 1,81,00,000 | 1,87,00,000 » 
‘ Yt { j F i Binge 4 
< 3 H “ - 
* Yi ie id : : 9 v4 


ain 





or ee view. of th the ideas of the first nine months; spaniel the sanctioned pages, 

_ estimate of Rs. Jee for 1918-19, the revised estimate for that year. 
was fixed tee . 1,78,000, and on the assumption that with the cessation 
icin j sagan d be a further increase in the a a a of excisable 
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articles, the estimate for 1919-20 wasplaced at Rs. 1,87,00,000. The actual 
collections in 1918-19, however, only amounted to. Rs. 1,76,63, 711, while the 
progress of actuals so far this year shows that the original estimate . 
1919-20 also is not likely to be realised; the revised estimate has, there- 
fore, been fixed at Rs, 1,81,00,000. The fall in revenue is mainly under the 
head, “ Liquors and spirits made in India after European methods,’ owing 
to imported foreign liquor being now increasingly available, and also ‘under — 
‘‘ Country spirit—Distillery license fees and pachwai revenue,’”’ due to a 
fall in consumption, as a result of the measures adopted by Government 
to check consumption. On the assumption that the commercial and indus- 
trial development of the province will cause an increase in _the consump- 
tion of excisable articles, and that the extension to more districts next year 
of the restrictive measures of fixed prices and the monthly adjustment of 
license fees, will tend to increase the license fee and duty receipts, the budget 
estimate for the coming year has heen fixed at Rs. 1,87,00,000. ' 


- 


























Expenditure, 
Page 89. 
| ACTUAL. Budget Revised | Budget 
r Bes “| estimate, | estimate, | estimate, * 
1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20, | 1919-20, | 1920-21. 
i 


jolie. Re. Re | Rs. ee Rs. 


Superintendence  ... we | 1,28,854 1,48,966 1,583,546 1,656,000 1,70,000 | 1,61,000 


Presidency establishment 1,938,575 | 1,682,828 | 2,07,210 | 1,99,000 | 2,57,000 | 2,08,000° 


i | 

District executive establishment | 6.08,819 | 6,28,157 | 6,67,415 | 680,000 | 6,85.000 | 6,94,000 

- Distilleries ere “eee | 2,08,245 2,389,710 | 229.329 | 2,938,000 | 2,57,000 | 3,22,000 
) J» x ~ 

2,00,000 | 2,00,000 | 2,090,000 | 2,00,000 2,00,000 









Deduet—Fixed share chargeable 


to “5—Salt 2,00,000 























Total 9,389,493 | 9,99,661 | 10,57,500 | 11,87,000 11,69,000 11,85,000 















EXPENDITURE. 


R The total expenditure , for 1919-20 was originally estimated at 
| ages 89 to 44. pen 4 gina 
i Be: 11,37,000, but in view of the actuals of the first oa months, the 
revised estimate for the current year has been fixed at Rs. 11,69,000. The 
— increase occurs under the minor head, ‘‘ Presidency Establishment,’”’ * 
and is mainly due to increase under ‘‘ Salaries,”’ owing tothe present Col-. 
lector being a first ag Magistrate, whereas’the original estimate provided 
for a second grade officer, and under establishment, consequent: on an 
increase in work. There has also been an increase in expenditure under the 
_, head “ Supplies and services,’ due to larger payments of rewards.” The 
perenne a the coming year met ee ut at Rs, sex Besides 
wing larger provisions for travelli owance, rew. } clothing, | 
based on recent actuals, the estimate pi sci Rs. 12,420 for the entertain- _ 
“ — ment of additional establishment at Asansol to allow of the introduction of the 


fixed fee system of licensing pachwai shops, Rs. 5,676 oa Boh entertain 


, ment of eo od preventive staff to deal 
0) ' 
Rs. 2,640 for an excise staff to supe 


ie Rs. 4,925 the ee of an excise” s 
_ * factory at Contai, an q supervis ew 
manu ctory at the Alliance distillery ; ak an Senne ea ah 








4 . ae sheds us) Myatt ok 
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The ia 
VI.—Provincial Rates.” 


Revenue. 







sa cane sin’ | Budget |. Revised, | Budget 
3 ; me ~| estimate, | estimate, |- estimate, 
1916-17. 1917-18. i 1918-19. 1919-20. | 1919- 20. 1920-21. 


) 
ij 








Re. Re. Shae Rea Rls lava Re. 
| 


Public Works Cexs .. 29,219 8,675 
General rates for the manage: “| 
-ment of private estates 


ry yet 
105,822 | 1,385,416 | 1,12,434 , 1,24,000 | 1,10,009'| 1,10,000 
334,841 1,39,091 


® This head is not open to discussion, 


Total 











1,12,434 | 1,24,000 | 1,10,000 | 1,10,000 
; 1 





REVENUE. 


Page 2. 


Since the surrender of the Public Works cess to District Boards this Page 9. 


head of revenue is now practically confined to the general rates which are 
levied from Wards’ estates to cover approximately the cost of manage- 
merit (including supervision charges and contributions for pension and leave 
allowances) of the staff employed. The variations in the receiyits from year 
‘to year are due to old estates ts baits released from management by the Court 
of Wards and new ones being taken up. 

As some of the big estates, viz., the Nayabasan estate in Midnapore, 
the Churaman estate in Dinajpur, and the Gobardanga, Tagore and Janbazar 
No. 1 estates in the 24-Parganas are likely to pass out of the management 
‘of the Court of Wards, aid as the rates in some cases have beeh reduced 
by 4 per cent., the estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 1,10,000. 


Vill and 10—Income-tax. 












AcTUALS. Budget 


A ON an cme nemme | 
1916-17, | 1917-18.- | 1918-19, "| . 1919-20. 


Revised Budget 
estimate, | estimate, 
1919-20. 1920-21. 


Rs. Rs. Rs, | RB Rs, Rs. 


Income-tax eer ,68,55,428 gape 2,07,92,470 ~— 2 4,02,646 1§77,50,000 | 3,10,00,000 | 4,00,00,000 











Provincial share Core 





~ 84,27,714 [1.083 {08,986,235 | 1,12,01,323 | 88,75,000 | 1,55,00,000 | 2,00,00,000 


» This head is not open to discussion, 


press 
, 


REVENUE. 


As income-tax is assessed on the income of the previous year, a favourable 
consideration was the large profits made in the jute industry and the increased 


Page 10. 


Page 10. 


prosperity in certain mercantile trades, last year; on the other side were the - 


dull state of the cotton piece-goods trade in 1918-19, the exemption of all 
incomes below Rs. 2,000 per annum from assessment to income-tax with effect. 
. from the 1st * sa 1919, Cad the rebate for the pur of the income-tax 
aX in he oe of the amounts pe as excess profits duty; balancing these factors 
ip budget. estimate for 191 

saint seca actuals of the current year indicate that the estimate was an under- 
_ estiniate, and therefore, on the basis of recent actuals, and taking into account 
ae fact that a demand of Rs. 19,00,000 has issued only this year on account 
~of 1918-19 assessments, which it is hoped to realise, the revised estimate has 
fen laced roan ea 000. eons Rs. 19, 50, 000 as the additional 


9-20 was fixed at Rs. 8,75,000. othe firet nine 


Hage 47. 


| Pager 47 and 48. 


; Page 11. 





a 


The Budget. rey on leat 
amount which would be realised as income-tax, if the excess profits tax is 
abolished from next year, and allowing for a further growth of revenue over 
the revised estimate for the current year, on the assumption of the continuance 
of industrial and commercial prosperity, the budget estimate for the ensuing — 
year has been fixed at Rs. 2,00,00,000. Series 

With effect from the 1st of April 1916, the Government of India ithposed 
additional taxation, and that part of the increase which depends on the © 
increased rates is made over to the Government of India by means of an assign- 
ment under the transfer heads in accordance with their decision to appro- 

riate the whole of the extra receipts from the new rates to the needs of the 
mperia! Exchequer. After this item is excluded, the revenue from income- 
tax, is shared equally between Imperial and Provincial. No part of the 
super-tax on incomes imposed under Act VIII of 1917 or of the duty on 
excess profits -is included under this divided head, as these are wholly 





















































of increments of salaries. The budget estimate also includes Rs. 6,6 











Imperial. ’ 
Expenditure, 
; DOTHAL. Budget arin Budget 
rasan } estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
, 1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20, | 1920-21, 
\ 
nnn cn na ee Beer Cemenencmenmeeen oameme menace moe rennin 
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Calcutta establishment 98,967 | 1,09,774 | 1,29,902 | 1,389,000 | 1,46,000 | 1,57,000 
District ditto | 63,787 | ~ 64,898 | 66,106 73,000 72,000 | 70,000. \ 
| SSSR ERE SIR SY: A PEIN OA WY URRY MRA 
Total . | 1,62,754 | 1,74,172 | 1,96,008 | 2,12,000 | 2,18,000 | 2,27,000 
Provincial share (one-half)... | 81,377 87,086 98,004 | 1,06,000 | 1,09,000 | 1,14,000 
: 
EXPENDITURE. — 


The variations between the sanctioned and revised estimates for the 
current year are small and call for no remarks. Against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 2,12,000 for the current year, the next year’s estimate has 
been placed at Rs. 2,27,000."| The increased provision is mainly under allow- 
ances based on recent actuals and under establishment to allow for the on 
or 
additional establishment in the office of the Collector of Income-tax to cope 
with the increased work in connection with the new Income-Tax Act VII of 
1918. . 

The Provincial share of expenditure is one-half, and amounts to 
Rs, 1,09,000 and Rs. 1,14,000, respectively. 


IX and 1i—Forests. 














| Revenue. jt Ne ER 
: — - 
aerate. iene: Revised | Budget. 
aaa | estimate, || estimate, | estimate,” 
1916-17. | 1917-18, | 1918.19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20, 1920-21. 











‘ | Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Timber . and other — produce. j fa hig obe 
removed from the forests by | - x % 

- Government agency a 15,557 

Timber .and other — produce +, 

joved from the forests by ct 
nsumers or purchasers af 12,53,903 | 

Confiscated-drift and waif wood ~ 10,906 . 
Miscellaneous as 58,413 | 

Total the Regan 


, 
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vs The Budget. 
Ory REVENUE. 


On 
timber and sleepers for military purpose would cease, but that there would 
ie eit F for all kinds of ae materials from consumers and pur- 
chasers,"the éstimate for this year was Scape at Rs. 16,30,000. Recent 
actuals show, “that the expectations under the head, ‘‘ Timber and other 
produce removed from the forests by consumers or purchasers,’ will be 
almost realised. Since the budget was framed, however, the Forest Depart- 
ment have undertaken departmental operations, for which the corresponding 
expenditure head provides for a larger expenditure of Rs. 1,27,000. This 
outlay, it is expected, will yield this “as! an additional revenue of over three 
lakhs, which _ mainly accounts for the increase in the revised. as compared 
_ With the sanctioned estimate for the current year. 

‘As it is proposed to carry on departmental operations on a more 
extensive scale next year, and as it is hoped also that the demand for raw 
‘materials from consumers and purchasers will continue, the estimate for 
1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 20,00,000. 


Expenditure. 


Budget Revised | "Budget 








: si aa RA eR MaeaeN Pacers Page 49. 
. ‘ | AcTuaLs 


\ estimate, | estimate, estimate, 
| 1916-17. | 1917-18, | 1918-19, | 1910-20. | 1919.20, 1820-4, 


tt i - 


Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. ‘Rs, 











> 
2,49,992 | 3,58,840 | 4,50,815 | 3,73,000 | 5,v0,000 |” 7,67,000 


‘ Conservancy and Works 
si 8,69,657 | 8,79,873 | 3,75,020 | 3,93,000 | 4,30,000 |” 5,90,000 


Establishments 


























ss ew 
Total ws] 6,19,549 | 7,38,713 | 8,25,835 | 7,66,000 9,30,000 | 18,57,000 
EXPENDITURE, 


ne assumption that, with the cessation of hostilities, the demand for Pase 1. 


+ PR 


aad 
xe | 


Bs 


The sanctioned budget for the current year is Rs. 7,66,000 and the “Pages 49 and 5C, 


revised estimate has been taken at Rs. 9,30,000. The bulk of the increase in 
the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current 
year. occurs under the head ‘* Conservancy and works,” and is due to the 
additional provisions sanctioned to enable the department to undertake direct 
operations, which, as already explained, it is expected, will yield an addi- 
tional revenue of over three Jakhs this year. The small increase under the 
head ‘* Establishment,”’ is chiefly due to the recent revision of the ay of 
officers of the Imperial Forest Service, and to larger expenditure under Travel- 
ling allowance and contingencies due to the more extensive undertakings of 
the department. ' 


Owing to the enforced economy during the period of the war, expendi- - 
‘ure on communication and buildings and on the organisation, improvement 
and extension of forests, on which increase of revenue depends, was kept at 
“a minimum. To make up the leeway to some extent a provision of 
Rs. 3,67,000, against a budget provisiow of Rs. 1,49,000 in the current ear, 
~ has been ‘int in the ensuing year’s estimate. Besides Gosling 
a sum of Rs. 30,600 for the revision of salaries of the Imperial Forest Service 


officers for the whole of the next year, the estimate for 1920-21 includes . 


__ Rs. 50,000 for the reorganisation of the Subordinate Forest Service, Rs. 30,000 
for the recruitment of five officers for temporary service in'the Forest Depart- 
ment pending tle recruitment of Imperial officers to fill the increased cadre 
of the department. Rs. 36,100 for the “Gre of working plans for 
Chittagong and the Chi ng Hill Tracts, Rs. 18,000 for the splitti ‘up 
the Chittagong Forest. ivision into Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar Divi- 






i Buxa Divisions, Rs. 10,000 for the construction 
hed Imperial officers quarters at Rajabhatkhawa, and Rs. 3,000 - 
intment of an extra Assistant Conservator ‘of Forests. nh 


. vA Sai .t 


Rs. 39,000 for the purchase of barbed-wire and sheep netting for the 
2 ee gur’ an 


‘ie 





. Pages 51 to 53. 
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X and 12—Registration. és 


Revenue. SALW ALES 5 





























} + 208 . ‘ x 

ACTUALS. d ~ SBofiges 

Bais. estimate, 
1916-17, | 1917-18, | 1918-19, | 1919-20. 


Rs, Rs. Rs. | Rs, 


Foes for registering documents | 19,81,536 | 17,43,720 | 17,869,935 | 17,56,000 
Fees for copies of registered 77,763 73,605 65,051 |’ 64,000 
documents. 





Miscellaneous 206 eo 89,628 86,702 82,751 80,000 
Total «ov | 21,48,927 | 19,04,027 | 19,17,737 | 19,00,000 
1 


wT SEO es! BOER ES RO ae 





REVENUE. 


’ Following the revised estimate for 1918-19, the estimate for 1919-20 was 
fixed at Rs. 19,00,000. Owing to the high prices of staple foods and, in fact, 
of all necessaries of life prevailing at present, to the scarcity in certain dis- 
tricts and to the devastation caused by the recent cyclone in Eastern Bengal, 
there has been a large increase in the registration of documents. In considera- 
tion, therefore, of the actuals of the first nine months the revised estimate for 
this year has been fixed at Rs. 27,00,000.. The budget estimate for the 
ensuingsyear follows the revised estimate for the current year... 


Expenditure. 







i 


Sen Budget} Revised | Badget 





eS 














Ee estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17. 1917-18, | 1919-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. |. 1920-21, 
eid FB RR we aa. OR ee ee “3 
SOIT PT REY LENT PILI SERRE SA EF | ; . ; 

; Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs. * Rs. - 
Superintondence *s 4. | -78,883 | 79,591 | 78,820 | - 74,000 | 88,000 | 80,000 
District charges... ve | 10,556,887 | 10,61,448 | 10,60,082 | 11,47,000 | 12,17,000 | 18,09,000 

Potal sve | 11,384,770 '| 11,41,089 | 11,83,912 12,21,000 | 12,00,000 18,89,000 
Phas Reto haa Be tas rs nbomoean LRZIG 6 e  Na 
EXPENDITURE, 9)” . 


aN 


The minor head ‘‘ Superintendence ’’ comprises charges on account’ 
of the Inspector-General of Registration, his office establishment and 
contingencies, while ‘‘ District Charges ’’ represent the salaries of District — 
Registrars and Sob Pagiicms and their establishment and contingent — 
charges. The increase in the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned - 
estimate for the current year is mainly due to large Pa gear Wal fray. ee 


_ establishment to cope with the very large increase in the work 


ment, and also to slightly increased expenditure under contingencies. 
The budget estimate for the sp year is higher by Rs. 1, ia ' 
e to 


Apne: woos: ip the ae ar. bi ee ee du Be 
a provision of Rs. 90,339 to give fu ect, to the scheme for evision of 


and pay of the ministerial of the district head-— 








quarters and rural registration offices, which has been: introduced fe 
year, Rs. 42,300 for the revision of the cadre of i witha view 


secure an even flow of promotion thr des 
istrars are distributed at. sent, Rs. 4,800 for the ex 
Registr: on lines of the } fac vs 





rhe fat 








ey 


¥ 
321 














1916-17. | 1917.18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20.) 1919-20.) 1920.21. 
| 


7 . piccdthttnetteme) minal cnsenaeectes cme, cakes uavidemptpesety 

















. 4 Rs. | Rs, Rs. Re, Ra. | Rs. 
Land Revenue. «| 80,444 15519. 20,103 | 20,000 | 18,000 | -18,000 
Stamps ty _ we] © 90,064 | 1,00,678 | 94,049 | 90,000 | 140,000 | 1,50,000 
Excise aye ue | 97,713 | 76,696 | 41,034 | 75,000 | 28,000 | © 26,000 
‘Tncome-tax Meee see 47,448 44,580 66,725 85,uL0 1,42 000. 50,000 
Forest oan ane 280 2,750 1,983 1,000 2,000) 2,009 
Provincial rates... we | 140 588 1,584 vee 1,000 1,000 » 
Registration Wa oe 2,273 8,510 | 3,425 J 3,000 4,000 3,000 

Total... | 2,868,362 ' 2,468,021 | 2,28,903 | 2,74,000 | 3,85,000 | 2,680,000 
TT i, ee *Deawbee\n sesgrjusder Cusbome only aad are wholly lapertal. 

PENDITURE. 
EXPEND Pago 22. 


The amounts shown above represent. the: debits to Provincial funds of 
the expenditure under refunds in proportion to the Provincial shares of the _ 
revenues under the respective heads in connection with which refunds are made. 
The charges under the head are of a fluctuating character and are not subject 
to any departmental control. As there has been an abnormal growth of 
revenue under ‘‘ Stamps,’’ the expenditure under “‘ Stamps refunds ’’ has 
correspondingly increased, which accounts for the large increase under this 
head in the revised estimate for the current year as compared with the sanction- 
ed estimate for 1919-20. The large increase’in the revised estimate under 
Tncome-tax is mainly due to refunds, by way of adjustment under section 19 
of the Income Tax Act. The budget estimate for 1920-21 generally follows 
the revised estimate for the current year, with the exception that it makes 
allowances for an increase in stamp refunds to correspond with, a further 

owth in stamp revenue, and does not provide for any large refunds under 
, Soh ot as it is proposed, for the sake of the convenience of the assessees, 
to adjust from the next year, the amounts payable by way of refunds under 
section 19, as a set-off against the amount due on assessment under section 18. 


2.—Assignments and Compensations.” 






































_ Page 22 
: < 
, as | AcTUALS. Budget | Revised | Budget 
= f —————| estimate, | estimate, } estimate, 
| 1916-17. | io17-18, 1918.19. | 1919-20. | 1919-20, | 1920-21, 
pimbnigts ce AN 8) Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. | Ra, | Re. 
Land revenue compensation... 19 ‘ese 5 6 we pa 
Pension in lieu of lamad lands 825; . 904 951 1,000 1,000 - 1,000 
Malikana. NC | 68,851} 59271} 87,496 | 48,000 | 50,000 |. 50,000 
Excise saoe oes ove H 16,224 | 1,00,485 | 1,01,340 | 1,031,000 | 1,20,840 
Por rounding om yin wef ae és =-346 poy iets ke 100 
iy sapspsih 1,560,000 | 1,52,000 | — 1,72,000 
* This head is uot op «n to discumion, hom 


is major head are treated as wholly Imperial, page 22 
divided betwern Imperial and Provindial’. according td 
rresponding heads of revenue; but purely ~ | 
ds which are not under the financial control of the Gov- 
are not shown in the above statement. The charges - 





, 


Sate The Budget. 
Marriage Registration offices. The last named appointinent is with a view 
to investigate the cause of the small number of marriage registrations and 
the possibilities of increasing the number and, incidentally, checking mal-. 
>: re -- 4,Refunds and Drawbacks.” . 
nif ’ Expenditure. | Re te 
eet MAM Aaolinn h-L Budget |’ Revised | Budget 
oe panne ta a eles © ——————| estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 


a 


pared 





| Page 12, 
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ist chiefly of pensions paid to landholders as compensation’ for lesite. 
mea by armen ea st allowances and other special comp. 


tions. Excise compensations represent mainly the compensation’. paid by — 


Government in lieu of abkari rights which have been resumed in Native 


The main items under this head are annual pa’ ; 
of Rs. 97,000 as compensation for, val of ey vet shops from the — 
borders of the State, of Rs. 4,000 to the Behar State for. the transfer 


to Government of the excise administration of certain isolated areas belone- 


ing to the State, and of Rs. 11,000 2h ope to be paid from next year to 
French Government for closing liquor shops at Kalabagan in Chandernagore. 






















Xi and 13.—tnterest. } 
Revenue, 
—_——— 
> Ws 
AcTUALA. | Budget | Revieed-|* Budget 
ERT SPIRE TOM MAE AEM ACP | estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
} 1916-17, |} 1917.18, | 1918-19. 1919-20, | 1919-20, 1929-21, 
EOE OF : rat © Vinehare cle tien | 
Re. Rs, Ra. Ra. Rs, Rs. 
Interest ‘1 provincial loans and 623,113 | 6,69,685 | 5,438,633 | 5,183,200 | 5,88,500 ~6,02,000 
advances. { 
literest on Government securities! 12,281 12,281 ~ 12,280 | 12,300 12,000 12,000 
Miscellaneous aie ‘ 4 13,648 7,825 | > 6,342 7,300 6,500 7,000. , 
For rounding on oe ose eee . +200 | on a 
Miaedis sesh es Mic MA Bcf 2 OB 
Total... | 6,49,042 | 6,89,791 | 562,255 | 5,83,000 | 6,07,000 | ‘21,000 
AE AN a ST ae ON Se del RINE ai diseb (3? 





REVENUE. ; 
The revenue under this major head represents*mainly ‘the interest 
received by the local Government on advances and loans made fromthe Pro- 
vineial advance and loan account. This account, the capital transactions of 


_ which are outside the budget penres, provides for the grant of loans to agri- 


culturists, local bodies, etc. e monies required for the loans are furnished 
by the Government of Indja. The local Government pay interest thereon 
and bear losses due to bad debts. In order to cover risks and cost of manage- 
ment, the local Government charge a higher rate of interest. than 

which they have to pay to the Imperial Government. The revenue under 
this head also includes interest on Government. securities belonging to insti- 
tutions taken over by Government along with the endowments for the up- 
keep of such institutions, and also interest on advances to ex-students.of weav- 
ing institutions. In spite of the enhancements, which are noticed below, 
of the rates of interest charged by the Government of India to this Govern. 
ment, no change has at present been made in the rate charged by this Gov- 


The Budget. cae a ae 





yments to the Bhutan Darbar - 


ernment for loans to agriculturists. The rate of interest c rged on loais — 


to local bodies made after the enhanced rates came into force has, however, 

been raised to 6 per cent. ; ‘ Pins 
The estimate of loans, as submitted to the Government of India, - 

vides for a return in the way of interest during 1920-21 of Rs. 6,21,000, 


against Rs. 6,07,000, the revised estimate for this year, as shown below :— 


Revised Budget 
‘ . estimate, estimate; 
: 1919-20. 1920-215 ©» 


wr, Dp 


Interest on advances to cultivators - "eee 1,48,000  1,57,000°. - 
1,400 : 


Interest on advances to co-operative societies ne see . ; je ‘ 
Interest on drainage and pe, 2; tet advances = , -.4 :18,000* 16,700 ~ 
Interest on.loans to land holders es 1,52,000 : 


Interest on advances to ex-students of the 
_ Institute and Messrs. Carew & Co, - 
Interest on Government sec eA 
Miscellaneous _ Nabe Sc ea pi 


“a 52,000. 144,000. 
Interest on loans to municipaligies and District eerie ee 2,63,000 ° 2,77,000 ) 









apps 
ei aR cine Aiport 
Sa akan a ain 


‘ 
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The increase in the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned 
estimate for the current year, is mainly due to the large advances made to 
agriculturists in the Tippera and Bankura districts and in the Eastern Bengal 
districts which were swept by the cyclone. The variations between the revised 
estimate for 1919-20 and the budget estimate for the ensuing year are small 
and call for no remarks. oa 


Expenditure.* M4 
ee 
ACTDALS, | » Budget Revised Budget 








—— 


PT RRR | estimate, | estimate, | extimate, 
1916.17. | 1917-18, | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20, 1920-21. 
| 





Re. Rs. Re. Re. Rs, Re. 


Tuterest on provincial advance 
and loan accounts ve | 501,745 | 4,72,128 | 4,56,074 smapee 5,10,000 | 5,27,000 











ae eT A See ll 
* This head is not open to discussion, 


EXPENDITURE. 


The interest which is re to the Government of India by _ the local 
Government, on sums placed at the disposal of the latter for advances and 
loans to cultivators, co-operative societies, notabilities, municipalities 
(excluding Presidency Corporations), District Boards and ex-students of 
the Weaving Institute and for advances on drainage and embankment 
schemes, is shown as expenditure under this head, the interest being calcu- 
lated on the mean between the outstanding balance of the Provincial advance 
and loan accounts, at the beginning and at the end of each year. The rate 
of interest charged to the local Government by the Government of India, 
was until recently 34 per cent. per annum, but with effect from the 1st Octo- 
ber 1916 this rate was raised to 44 per cent. in respect of loans sanctioned 
on-or after that date. and again to 54 per cent. in respect of loans sanctioned 
on or atter the 1st April 1917, while loans sanctioned prior to those dates 
are charged at the old rate of 34 per cent. 


18.—General Administration. 
Expenditure. 





AcruaLs. Budget Revised Budget 








T ———"| estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17, | 1937-19," | 1918-19, | 1919-20,.) 191920, | 1920-21. 





Rs. | Rs. 





| ‘ | 
} Re. | Ks. i Its, Re. 
! 
Salary of the Goyernor ese | 1,28,3887 | 1,11,613 | 1,20,000 | 1,20,000 1,20,000 1,20,000 
Sumptuary allowance of the | } 
Governor eos ase 82,097 27,9038 | 30,000 30,000 $0,000 80,000 
Expenditure from . contract hs 
, allowance 3 w| 78,689} 72,826 | 77,358 | 78,090 | 1,00,000 | 1,00,000 
Staff and housshold of — the 
Governor, ace «| 2,94,880 | 3,07,702 | 3,083,470 | 3,22,000-| 3,05,000 | 3,59,000 
Tour expenses = oe 62,874 68,000 | 68,081 1,10,000 85,000 | 1,42,000 
Execntive Council ... eon | 2,24,233 | 2,38,275 | 1,99,902 | 2,27,000 | 2,380,000 | 2,27,000 
Legislative Council ew | 118,749 | 1,380,802 | 129,461 | 1,41,000 1,21,000 | 1,51,000 
Civil Secretariat... . + | 9,11,024 | 959,096 | 9,95,883 | 9,49,000 | 9,85,000 | 9,52,000 
Board of Revenue ... eee} 1,172,662 | 1,238,184 | 118,679 | 1,26,000 | 1,583,000 | 1,89,000 
Commissioners 407,980 | 4.18,110 | 4.14,460 | 8:93,000 | 4.37,000 | 4/18,000 














Civil offices of Account and Andit] 1,15,705 | 1,381,980 | 1,36,978.| 1,47,000 |. 1,51,000 | 1,54,000 
Total eve | 24,82,180 | 25,83,941 | 25,93,267 corn 27,17,000 | 27,92,000 





EXPENDITURE. “ ; 


Page 52 


Page; 53. 


Page 54. 


- In view of the.actuals of the first nine months, of the current year, the pages 54 to 66. 


revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed at Rs. 27,17,000 against the sanc- 
tioned estimate of Rs. 26,38,000. The increase of Rs. 79,000 in the revised 


Page 13. 


Page 13, 
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estimate is the result of several variations under the minor heads, but the 
chief excesses. occur under the heads ‘‘ Civil Secretariat,’’ ‘‘ Board of 
Revenue *’ and ‘‘ Commissioners.’’ The increase is partly due to larger 
expenditure under ‘‘ Salaries,’’ owing to the leave allowance of some: 
on leave in England having been drawn in India, and under ‘‘ Establish- 
ment,’’ consequent on the large increase in work. The increase under 
‘“ Commissioners ”’ is due to the appointment of an Additional Commissioner 
at Dacca to control the relief operations in the cyclone-affected area in 
Eastern Bengal. The excesses would have been larger but for savings under 
the head ‘‘ Tour expenses,’’ owing to the non-utilization of the provision for 
the construction of a new metre-guage bogie saloon for the use of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, the sanction of the Government of India to its construc- 
tion having only just been réceived. ‘ 
The budget éstimate for 1920-21, besides allowing larger provision for 
the contract allowance of His Excellency and increase in the pay of the band 
establishment with a view to allow the staff the increment sanctioned for 
British soldiers, and larger provision under ‘‘ Civil Secretariat—Contingen- 
cies.”’ based on actuals, includes Rs. 61,767 for the construction of a 
new metre-gauge bogie saloon, to replace the present saloon, for the use of 
His Excellency, Rs. 5,000 for the revision of the office establishment of the 
Military and Private Secretaries to the Governor, Rs. 5,000 for repairs of 
Council room furniture in Government House, Calcutta, Rs. 14,000 for the 
revision of the pay of lower grade clerks of the Civil Secretariat, Rs. 9,228 
for the reorganization of the office of the Board of Revenue, and Rs. 3,240 for 
the entertainment of a temporary establishment in connection with the revi- 
sion of the Bengal local statutory rules and orders. — : 


XVIA and 19A—Law and Justice—Courts of Law. 


Revenue, 





















Revised 
estimate, 


Budget 
estimate, 


Budget 
estimate, 





| ACTUALS. 






} 
| 
| 
| 


















} 1916-17. | 1917-18. : 1918-19. 1919-20. | 1949-20, 1920-21. 
neat EOE Ssh DAY Se Maps cape PN ic Rp) Roi eA ; 
Rs. | Rs, Rs. Rs. Res. Rs. 
; 
Sale-proceeds of unclaimed and Y 
excheated property sve 24,617 85,376 31,400 35,000 70,000 40,000 - 
Court-fees realized in cash vee | 1,06,277 97,206 91,630 | 1,00,000 | 1,830,000 | 1,50,000 
General fees, fines and forfeitures! 7,35,415 | 822,642 | 7,638,111 8,20,000 | 8,00,000) 8,00,000 
Pleadership examination fees .., 22,905 22,248 24,246 23,000 26,000 25,000 
Miscellaneous fees and fines | ... 8,813 | 1,14,275 | 1,85,830 | 1,80,000 | 2,60,000 3,00,000 
Miscellaneous anes noe 28,359 80,453 28,667 30,000 000 
} 
BEE ax Foc Seat, SNORE. EWS svi beta ct X 
Total +» | 9,21,386 | 11,22,200 | 11,24,384 


















Receipts from Court fees and fines are not open to disoumion. 


REVENUE. 


The principal sources of revenue are, ‘‘ General fees, fines and forfei- 
tures i 
heads are, however, liable to fluctuation, as they depend largely on the amount 


of judicial fines inflicted and the fees and commissions realised. by the 


Administrator-General. Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 11,898,000, 


consideritig the vats of actuals, the revised estimate for the current year , 
at Rs. 13,30,000. The increase is more or less contributed’ 
to by all the minor heads, but is mainly due to the fact that-the realisations — 


has been fixed 


by the Administrator-General ‘on account of fees and commissions are much 

better than was anticipated last year when the budget was framed. — 
Following the revised estimate, and allowing for a s 

revenue, the estimate for 1920-21 has been placed at Rs. 13,50,000,. 


¥ VE pate: 


ah oe tied is Be SF! . * 


” and ‘‘ miscellaneous ‘fees and fines.”” The receipts under these - 


small expansion of 


[eke Son a kale x 
53 : oh ese ~ , 
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ACTUAL. 






sisi 
















| 
| estimate, 


. Budget Revised 
— oa estimate, estimate, 
] 1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19. 1919-20. | 1919-20. | 1920.21, 






en mee 





al ee ia 
Rs. Be fy Ba 

















f ‘ Ra. | Rs. Rs. 

* High Court ... s+ | 14,216,577 | 14,65,450 | | 14,49,384 | 14,91,000 | 15,08,000 | 15,44,000 
Law officers +» | 7,681,490 | 6,89,495 | 8,76,946 | 7,39,000 | — 651,000} 7,383,000 
Administrator-Genera! an 

Official Trustee ie ee 46,373 | 1,06,323 | 1,26,000 | 1,05,000 | __1,14,000 
Coroner's Court ren 7,922 7,910 8,036 | 8,000 | 8,000 8,000 
Presidency Magistrates’ , | 

Courts... 5 1,69,906 | 1,40,256 | —1,58,005 1,52,000 | 1,64,000. 1,683,000 
Civil and Sessions Court | 48,836,172 | 49,20,046 | 51,26,156 | 51,60,000 | 53,06,000 | 54.19,000 
Courts of Small Causes... 2,58,498 | 2,70,080 | 2,65,029| 286,000 | 2,81,000| _2,82,000 

! 
Crimioal Courts +. | 23,92,202 | 23,87,890 | 23,384,324 | 23,90,000 | 25,29,000 | 30,938,000 
Pleadership examination - 

‘charges ... or 18,240 | 11,942 10,950 13,000 11,000 11,000 

Refunds... er 5 64,190 | 69,262 65,909 soe 70,000 70,000 
fe pret Bie aie deb whl 
| | | 
Total +++ | 99,20,187 | 1,00,08,704 | 1,04,01,062 | 1,04,35,000 | 1,06,33,000 |1,14;37,000 
i / | ‘ 














EXPENDITURE. 


High Court.—Under this head are shown the salaries of the judges and 
officers and establishments of the High Court, and the connected contingent 
expenditure. The small increase in the revised estimate is mainly due to the 

-retention of the additional Puisne Judge for the whole year, instead of for 
four months only, as was expected when the budget was framed last year. 
The ensuing year’s estimate generally follows the revised estimate for the 
current year, with the exception that a slightly larger provision has been 
made under contingencies according to requirements, and a provision of 
Rs. 52,788 for an additional judge and his establishment for the whole year. 

Law officers.—This minor head comprises the charges on account of the 
Advocate-General, the ee Remembrancer, the Government Solicitor, the 
Standing Counsel, the Public Prosecutor and Government pleaders in the 
High Court and in the mufassal. It also includes the fees paid by Govern- 
ment to pleaders in civil and criminal cases. The expenditure being depen- 
dent on the number and importance of the cases entrusted to hee 

the charge under the last named head is of a fluctuating nature. The small 
decrease in the revised estimate is mainly under the head “ Salaries ’’ and 

. “ Supplies and Services.’? The estimate for 1920-21 allows for the normal 
; come of expenditure, but the increase is mainly due to larger provision under 
“ Fees to pleaders ’’ based on the current year’s ten months’ actuals. 

Civil and Sessions Courts.—To this minor head are debited the charges 

in connection with the Courts of District and Sessions Judges, Subordinate 
Judges and Munsifs and process-serving and copyist establishments. The 
increase in expenditure in the current year is due mainly to the additional 

_  témporary courts which it has been found necessary to open, to cope with the 

; yas ishererine in judicial work, and partly to the payment of war allowances 

_ to ials and larger expenditure under contingencies. The ensuing year’s 


work, includes a provision of Rs. 2,50,000 for the improvement of the pay 


pet ast ta ate 2 ‘ 


estimate, besides providing for a further increase in the volume of judicial 


Pages 67 to°71, 


/ 


Pages 71 to 73, 


Pages 77 and 78 


Pages 79 and 80. 


Pages 80 and 81. . 


Page 13. 


Pagos 18 and 14 
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of the officers of the Provincial Judicial Service, against a lump provision 
of Rs. 1,25,000 for the same purpose in the current year’s budget, The 
estimate for 1920-21' also includes a few schemes involving small expendi- 
ture, the details of which are given in the schedule attached as an annexure. 
to this memorandum. -, : 2 

Courts of Small Causes—The salaries of the judges and officers of the 
Presidency and mufassal courts, their establishment and connected contin- 
gent expenditure, are shown under this minor head. The provision for the 
seventh additional judge and his establishment, which exists in the current 
year’s budget, has been repeated in the estimate for 1920-21. 

Criminal Courts—Under this minor head the variations in the figures 
follow the corresponding alterations under the head, ‘‘ 3., Land Revenue— 
Charges of district administration,’ a portion of which is transferred to this 
head. The large increase in the revised estimate for the current year is mainly 
due to an increase in expenditure under ‘‘ Supplies and Services ’’ and 
‘* Contingencies,”’ owing to a rise in the price of all articles of stationery, 
and to the enhancement in the rate of postage and telegram charges recently 
made by the Postal Department, as also to the payment of war allowance 
to inenials. The estimate for 1920-21 assumes the continuance of these 
abnormal causes, but the increase of Rs. 5,64,000, which represents a share 
of the total increase, over the revised estimate for the current year, is mainly 
due to a lump provision of Rs. 2,50,000, against a provision of Rs. 1,25,000 
in the current year’s budget, for the furtherance of the scheme for the 
appointment of circle officers, and to a_ provision of Rs. 10,53,000 to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Public Services Commission for the 
revision of the pay and prospects of the Indian and Provincial Civil Services 
officers. The last named scheme is at present before the Secretary of State 
and it is hoped that orders will shortly issue. 





XVIB and 19B8,—Law and Justice—Jails. 





| 
ee | Budget | Revised 
estimate, | estimate, 


” Budget 


SF iain; SIPS Fs Salman Caaa cen RRL estimate, 

















| 
1916-17. | 1917.18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. 
RARE PR PO TES ro 8 SPIE OT HERTS RR RTT TO Ca ARES 
Bef Bad Be | Re. Rs. |. Be; 
| ie 
Jails... er oe es 925 | 1,586 1,000 2,000 | — 2,000 
Jail manufactures ... eee | 12,11,902 | 12,00,788 | 14,75,288 | 10.00,000 | 17,30,000 | 16,00,000 
' —- jf 
Total “| 12,13,040 | 12.01,713 | 14,76,874 | 10.01.00 | 17,82,000 | 16,02,000 
REVENUE. 


The main source of receipts under the head. Law and Justice—Jails,”’ 
is the sale-proceeds ' of articles manufactured in jails and supplied to the 
public and puis departments, The sale-proceeds of quinine packets are 
also credited in moiety under this head and the head XI B.—Scientific 
and Miscellaneous Departments.’’ The large increase in the revised esti- 
mate is mainly due to a large demand for quinine from the military author- 
ities for the frontier campaign, and to the high prices that are at present. ” 
obtainable for most of the articles of jail manufacture, especially for cotton 
goods, mustard-oil and castor-oil. ‘i : 

_. In view of the difficulty of obtaining good raw materials for uniforms. 
and other cotton ‘goods, and of the fact that a good crop next year might 
cause a fall in jail population and also in the demand for oil, gunny bags. 
and other articles, the next year’s receipts cannot be ted to be as high 
as those of the current year. The estimate for 1920- 1 , therefore, been 


919-20. 


; pied at Rs. 16,02,000, against the revised estimate of Rs. 17,32,000 for 
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%s , Expenditure. Page 82. 





ACTUAIS. 


Rigel paee se « Shale oes RorreReRRre RY aE aE eo TIP 


Arf | | 
1916-17. | 1917-18. 





Revised. | Budget Raa an | 
H ; estimate, | estimate, | estimate, § 
1918-19. ee 1919-20, | 1920-21. | 


Budget 








wl ae a SS. ECR STEN } ts 


1 1 | 1 

Rs. | tia’ el i ae 

, | | * - x 

Jails 4. sts ces | 19,22,545 | 19,389,844 | 22,46,541 | 20,43,000 |. 26,93.000 | 26.7300 . tT 

Jail manufactures ... we | 872,291 |,10,95,214 | 15,383,121 | 960,000 | 14,00,000 | 13,84,000 ea sa 

Refupds Ais; viet 1,482 671 | 2,644 1,000 | 7,000 8,000 \ ce 
. | . \ Saree <a 

















\ Total wee | 27,96,318 | 30,35,129 | 37,82,306 | 30,04,000 | 41,00,000 ] 40,60,000 
, | } 














EXPENDITURE. ee 


Under this head are shown (a) the salary of the Inspector-General of ; 4 
Prisons and the cost of his office establishment and contingencies, (b) the sve end 
diture connected with the staff employed in the supervision of Jails, es 
(c) the charges for the maintenance of convicts, and (d) the cost of the pur- SEES 
chase of raw materials for jail manufactures. The items (c) and (d) are. 
fluctuating, being dependent on the strength of the jail population and on: 
demands for jail manufactures. Variations in the price of food-grains and 
outbreaks of epidemic diseases in jails affect the sharper for the mainten- : 4 
ance of prisoners, while fluctuations inthe price of raw materials affect the Se 
cost of gap tne of jail manufactured articles. WE ict 
Jails.—The increase in the revised estimate for 1919-20 as compared Pages 82 to 90. . 
with the budget estimate for that year, occurs mainly under ** Dieta ; 
charges ’’ and ‘‘ Clothing and bedding of prisoners,” lat to the hig 
prices of food-stuffs and clothing prevailing at present. The dietary charges 
are expected to rise by Rs. 4,16,000 and charges for clothing and bedding of 
prisoners by Rs. 1,00,000, besides an expected rise in expenditure of 
Rs. 21,000 under hospital charges, and of Rs. 43,000 under ** Miscellaneous— 
supplies and services.’” Increases made up of small sums occur also under 
other sub-heads. 
The estimate for 1920-21 makes allowance for the the continuance of the 
high prices of cloth and bedding materials, but assumes that the crop pros- 
pects will be good and, therefore, that there will be a fall in the prices of food- 3 
‘stuffs. The only noticeable addition to eg Sag expenditure in the next =, 
' year’s budget, is the provision of Rs. 50,000 for the revision of the Jailors’ “ 
establishment. The members of the Subordinate Jail establishment, at the 
‘beginning of the present year, submitted a memorial for the improvement 
of the pay and prospects of their service. Although the whole question of 
jail administration is shortly to be scrutinized by the Indian Jail Commis- 
- gion, after full consideration of the case, it has been decided not to postpone 
the improvements till the recommendations of that body are fully formulated, 
‘as the present conditions of the Subordinate Jail establishment are not what 
they should be under any’ economic conditions that are likely to be normal 
Gn future, while the phenomenal level of prices at the present time makes 
_ it necessary to. attempt some immediate amelioration. The recommenda- 
tions of this Government to the Government of India involve an additional 
expenditure of Rs. 50,000 next year, and provision has been made accordingly. bes 
Jail Manufactures—The increase of Rs. 4,40,000 in the revised esti- Pages 9iand 92, . 
mate for 1919-20 is due mainly to the rise in the price of raw materials and 
to the purchase in larger quantities of such materials to supply yhe heavy 
; detunside for jail-made ashe 39 As a fall in the price of raw materials cannot , 2 ae 
at present be hoped for, adequate provision has heen made in the ge 
ite) bata for 1920-21 for their purchase, while provision has also been made for 
the 7 se of European stores to make up deficiencies, as such articles 
during the war were not only scarce but expenditure on them was kept ata - 
minimum as a measure of war economy. 
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XVII and 20—Police. earn. : 
Revenue. ae Net ae oR } 


, 















REEMA ot Budget | Revised |. Budget 
ae estimate, | estimate, estimate, 
1916-17. | 1917-18..|} 1918219, 1919-20- | 1919-20. | 1920-21. 
Fes ‘Sap 
ee Rt ER i es axl 9, helio se Pita SS SP 
és Rs | Re. Re. Re. Rs. Re, 
Cash receipts ander the Arie , : } i ' 
Act 809 | 347 589 ! 500 4,000 6,000 * 


Police supplied to public depart- 
ments, private companies and : 
persons See eee | \ 24,987 21,823 15,851 23,000 

Presidency police ... se -1,17,109 | 1,21,495 | 1,30,681 1,62,000 

Recoveries ov account of village : 
police ack ee 

Fees, fines and forfeitures 

Miscellaneous ee 

Superannuation receipts see | 

Police supplied to municipalities, ‘ 
cantonments and town funds |. 10,603 5,305 4,178 6,000 | 


———— a 


Total + | 1,838,688 | 1,87,154 | 252,168.) 2,37,000 | 340,000 







279 321 817 500 
14,727 17,914} 22,961 | 22,900 
15,145 | 20,446 77,641 23,000 

24 8 sa me 

















REVENUE. 


The receipts under this head consist, mainly of (a) fees and fines levied 
under the Cattle Trespass Act, (b) the recovery of the cost of police supplied 
to public departments, private companies and persons, (c) fees levied under 
the Motor Vehicles’ Act and the Hackney Carriage Act, and (d) fees under 
the new Arms Act rules. The large increase of iis. 1,083,000 in,the revised 
estimate for the current year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate, is 
partly due to larger receipts than were contemplated under the Motor 
Vehicles Act, owing chiefly to the rapid increase in motor traffic, but mainly * 
to an expected revenue of Rs. 72,000 as fees under the new Arms Act 
rules, a factor which was not taken into account when the current: year’s 
estimate was framed. Allowing for a small growth of revenue of Rs. 15,000 - 
over the revised estimate for the current year, the estimate for 1920-21 has 
been fixed at Rs. 3,55,000. 


Expenditure, 

























; Exch sored |) «Budget Revised 
cea estimate, | estimate, esti: 
1916-17. 1917-18, | 1918-19, 1919.20. 1919-20. 
















i Re, Rs. Rs, 

Presidency Police e+ | 19,861,089 
Superintendence oes 8,46,816 
Distriet Executive Force 77,99,845 
Village Police dia 13,290 | «7,121 5,388 
Special Police ~~ eee $512,625 8,24,858 8,70,521 
Railway Police ~ wet 3,56,867 | 8,68,621 4,02,237 
Criminal [nvestigation | j 

Department uae 864,188 | © 8,52,427 
Cattle pounds eee 225 216 
Retonie = Peebles uid 2,388 2,572 
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“The cost of establishment maintained in connection with cattle ppunse 
e Police 


is debited to this head, but the bulk of the expenditure relates to th 
res ooking The charges relating to the maintenance of settlements for the 
reclamation of criminal tribes is also recorded under this head. 


Presidency Police-—Against the sanctioned ‘estimate of Rs. 22,77,000, Paces 98 to 98. 


for 1919-20, the revised* estimate for the current year has been fixed at 


_ Rs. 23,55,000. The increase of Rs. 78,000. over the sanctioned estimate is 


partly due to larger expenditure in clothing, and partly under “‘ Salaries,” 


ee the revision of the pay of the Imperial Service officers sanctioned by 


the Secretary of State. ‘The increase in expenditure would have been larger 
but for the savings in the provision for the pay of the force owing to vacancies, 
and for smaller savings under several other heads. 


The budget estimate for 1920-21 provides for a further increase of — 


Rs. 6,61,000 over the revised estimate for this year, which is mainly due to a 


* provision of Rs. 5,00,000 for payment to the District Charitable Society to” 


enable them to meet the cost of acquiring a suitable site in the suburbs of 
Calcutta and of building a-new alms-house, Rs. 76,000 for the creation of a 
Public Vehicles department, to control the hackney carriages and the motor 
vehicles which have, this year, been transferred from the control of the 
Calcutta Corporation to that of the police, and Rs. 50,000 for the entertain. 
ment of extra staff for the licensing of arms under the new Arms Act rules. 
A sum of Rs. 36,263 has been provided to meet the cost of additional staff and 
recurring charges of the four new motor launches sanctioned for river patrol 
work, and Rs. 30,000 for the supply of boots and mwnda shoes to head con- 
stables and vonstables. Another noticeable alteration in the estimate is the 
change in the apportionment of the police charges between Government and 
the Port Commissioners, whereby such charges will be apportioned in future 
in the ratio of three-tenths and seven-tenths, respectively, with regard to the 
force of the Port, Dock and the Jetty Police, while the Port Commissioners 
will contribute also three-fourths of their seven-tenths share towards pension 
charges. : , 


‘ 


Superintendence.—The salaries of the Inspector-General, Deputy 
Inspectors-General and of their establishment and contingencies are 
accounted for under this minor head. The increase of Rs. 29,000 in the 


' revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current 


year, is mainly due to the revision of pay of the Imperial Police officers 


_- Tecently sanctioned by the Secretary of State and to the drawal in India of 


leave allowances by some of the officers who are on leave in England. There 
has also been increased expenditure under contingencies owing to the rise 
in the price of articles of stationery and increase in the postal and telegram 
charges. The budget estimate for 1920-21 provides for the normal require- 
ments of the department. 


District Executive Force.—The salaries of District Superintendents, 
Assistant and Deputy Ruperinienden and of their establishments, and the 
cost of the District Police Force and of the provincial Police Training Schools 


‘at Sardah, Dacca and Berhampur are included under this head. The expen~ 
diture represents nearly 70 per cent. of the expenditure under the whole - 


major head. Against a sanctioned estimate of Rs, 93,22,000 for the current 
ou the revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed at Rs. 98,38,000. The 


. iergp inorepae a, seal p.18,000 is mainly due to an expenditure of over a lakh 
{ of 
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increase in expenditure on age The budget for the current year made 
insufficient provision under ** Travelling allowance,’’ and the revised — 
estimate under this head has been fixed at sR. 10,00,000, on the basis of recent 
actuals, against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 5,50,000. Owing to the v: 
great rise in the price of articles of stationery and increase in the rates of . 
postal and telegram charges, an increased expenditure of Rs. 1,18,000 is. 
expected under ‘‘ Contingencies.’’ The sanction of the Secretary of State 
to the increase in the pay of head constables not having been yet received, a 
saving of Rs. 2,17,000 is anticipated. But for this saving, the excess expen- 
diture would have been larger. Rit ae 


. In the expectation that the sanction of the Secretary of State will be 
received early next year, a provision of , Rs. 2,08,950 has been made for raising 
the pay of head constables in the next year’s estimate. Besides making 
sufficient allowance for the continuance of high prices during 1920-21, the 
coming year’s budget provides Rs. 74,472 for raising the proportion of the 
ordinary reserve of constables in pursuance of the scheme already under- 
taken, Rs. 1,29,120 for strengthening the cadre of sub-inspectors to replace 
probationers under practical training, Rs. 18,863 for the continuance of the 
post of an Additional Superintendent at Asansol, Rs. 8,100 for the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Principal for the Police Training College at Sardah, 
Rs. 16,784 for raising the pay of European sergeants, and Rs. 4,902 for rais- 
ing the scale of the emergency force in the Noakhali district. Owing to a 
rjse in the price of food-stuffs, the rates of diet in police hospitals have 
recently been raised, and a provision of Rs. 8,000 has been made to meet the 
increased cost. A sum of Rs. 11,760 has been included in the budget for 
the payment of an additional grant for the Karwal Nut Settlement, due to 
an increase in the population of. the Settlement, Rs. 7,497 for the employment 
of a detective staff on rails and rivers, and Rs, 27,000 for the replacement 
of the launch Helen Henry of the River Police. 


Special Police——Under this: minor head are recorded the accounts of 
the Bengal Military Police, the Frontier Police, Chittagong, and the charges 
of the oper Burma Police Depét. The large increase of Rs. 1,02,000 in 
the revised estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for this year, 
is mainly due to an increase in expenditure under “‘ Ration allowance,” 
owing to the rise in the prices of food-stuffs, and under ‘‘ Clothing,’’ owing 
to the abnormal rise in the price of cloth. The estimate for the ensuing year 
makes necessary provision, for the normal charges of the department. 


' Railway Police —This head includes the cost of the supervising staff and 
their establishments and the are force employed on the East Indian, Eastern 
Bengal, Bengal-Nagpur and Assam-Bengal Railways. Except in the case 
of expenditure on the Eastern Bengal Railway, which is wholly met from 


~Provincial revenues, the line being a State railway, seven-tenths of the total 


cost used to be realised from the railway companies‘ concerned and the 
recoveries used to be shown as deductions from the charges. The apportion- 
ment of the cost between Government and railway companies, has, however, 
been a from this year, and under the new arrangement railway com- 
panies will bear the. whole cost of watch and ward and Government that of 
crime and order. The companies will pay their shares as lump sum con- 
tributions, which will be taken as a set-off against expenditure. ‘ 


Criminal Investigation Department.—The revised 
saving of Rs. 38,000, as compared with thé sanctioned estimate for 
year, while.the budget estimate for 1920-21 shows a further redu 
Rs. . ‘These reductions in expenditure are mainly due to less" 
under ‘“ Temporary force.” = i WER Sethe 
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Budget 
estimate, 
1917-18, | 1918-19, | 1919-20, 









ACTUALS. Revised | Budget se 
estimate, | estimate, vite 


1919-20." | 1920-21. 





1916-17. 





Rs. Re. Ra. Rs. Pe Bale Rs. \ 
Bape) 484 | 4 


“ Bale-proceeds.-of . veswls and | 
‘ . cel 
78,309 | 70,853} 79,186 72,000 | 95,000 95,000 


Registration and other — fees, 
Caloutta; 

Pilotage receipts, Caleutta —... 

Miscellaneous An on 


eG 


10,69,811 
1,17,844 


12,60,964 


8,683,709 | 10,42,874 | 11,083,000 | 10,50,000 | 13.02,000 - pia 
71,850 | 1,14,108 | 89,000 | 1,56,000 | 1,53.000 ‘ 


10,06,412 | 12,86,652 | 12/64,000-/ 18,00,000 | 15,50,000 et 


























Total » an 





: REVENUE. _ Page 15 


The total receipts under this head in 1918-19 amounted to Rs. 12,36,652, ‘ 
and the sanctioned estimate for 1919-20 was fixed at Rs. 12,64,000, In x 
consideration of the actuals of the first ten months of the current-year, how- 
ever, the revised estimate has been fixed at Rs. 13,00,000. Owing to shipping 
difficulties during the period of war the receipts under this head fell gradually. 
But now that hostilities have ceased, it is hoped that tonnage will. increase, 
causing a rapid ine i a the receipts, and the budget estimate for the com- 
ing year has, therefore, been placed at Rs. 15,50,000. : 


Expenditure, Page 113. 





AoTvALs Budget | Revised Budget 
cat 8 ———-——| estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
| 1916-17. 1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20. | 1919-20. 1920-21. 


| 











j 
| Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs, | Re, Rs, : 


Purchase-and hire of ‘ships and | dow wes oe oe | 
vessels, . | 
Salaries and allowances of officers 1,08,884 ; 92,638 1,06 ,414 1,17,000 1,07,000 | -1,29,000 
and menu afloat, ; a 
eee of: officers and men 27,878 32,829 26,439 $2,000 40,000} 40,000 
oat. | | 
Purchase of marine stores and 1,18,336 | 2,24,.249 | 1,62,733 | 1,69,000 | 1,69,000 | 1,96,000 
coal: for the building, repairs; | | 
and.outfit of ships and vessels. | ‘ 
Pilotage and pilot establish- | 5,80,968 | 5,05,147,/ 5,89,776 | 6,29,000 | 7,50.000 | 8,060,000 
| ¢ 


~ ments. i 

Ports and _ pilotage establish-} 59,088 | 78,826 | 74,788 | 1,00,000 94,000 
“ments, e . 

Subsidies to’ Steamer Com+ 8,000 | 8,000 | 8,000| 4,500} . 3,000.1 ~ 8,000 
panies. : 

. Miscellaneous 1,86,896 } 2,10,188 | 3,02.226 | 2.80,000 | 13,32.090 2,108,000 

27,250 10,817 17.178 51,000 80,000 34,000 


State yacht eétablisiment —... } 
Refands =| 2,779 | 2,541 | 8,200 8,000 3,000 8,000" 
oes oe ove ove —100 ove 


95,600 





_ For rounding aa 








oo 


fos Total nod ate 11,60,185 | 12,85,749 | 13,31,000 | 26,84,000 | 15,02,000 
ia atnditabie rai EXPENDITURE. 
_ The important head under this major head is, ‘‘ Pilotage and Pilot 




















Pages 113 to 122, 
establishment,”’ the expenditure being dependent upon the collection of 

-pilotage receipts, of which the pilots get about 55 per cent. The chief ~ 

_ Causes, however, of the large increase in the revised estimate, as compared 

with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, are the Brent of Rs. 8 lakhs Perl 

_ by the Government of India to the Port Commissioners 0 Chittagap for the A 

e of a dredger and the transfer to this head of the a dition ef epee 

ade by the Government of India to the “‘ 45—Civil Wo 1 aoe 

jan Imperial grant for the improvement of the port ‘ 
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Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 13,31,000 for 1919-20 the oe 
estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 15,02,000. The large increase in the 
; ensuing year’s estimate is partly under the head ‘* Pilotage and Pilot 
~ establishment,”’ as increase in pilotage receipts causes an increase in pilotage 
charges, and partly under the head, ** Purchase of marine stores and coal 
for the building, repairs and outfit of ships and vessels,’ owinty to a rise in the 
prices of machinery and all articles of European manufacture. The ensui 
year’s budget also includes Rs. 20,000for the revision of the salaries of officers 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Public Services Commission, 
Rs. 16,000 for the revision of the scales of salaries of the Royal Indian Marine 
officers, Rs. 19,728 for increasing the pay of engineers, marine surveyors and » 
Assistant Shipping Masters, and Branc Shipping Office, Rs. 9,310 for the 
purchase of a new boiler for the steam launch Isabel to replace the present 
old one, Rs. 90,000 for the payment of fees to Sir Bradford Leslie and to 
Mr. Basil Mott for the preparation of designs, etc., for the proposed new 
Howrah bridge, and Rs. 49,000 for the rémoval of the disparity in the treat- 
‘ment between lascars taken prisoners from British ships and enemy ships, in 
respect of their wages. As the last named expenditure is entirely due to the 
war, the Government of India have been moved to make a corresponding grant. 
to reimburse this Government for this expenditure and a similar amount has 
been claimed on the receipts side this year under the head ‘‘ Transfer between 
Imperial and Provincial.”’ , 
In view of the transfer of the administration of the port of Chittagong to 
the charge of the Railway Board, the usual provision of Rs. 1,50, as a 
‘  gontribution to that port has been omitted from the next year’s estimate, but 
full provision for the salary of the Port Officer, instead of half as at present, 
has been made. Since the greater part of the duties which the Port Officer 
has to perform is on behalf of Government, it has been decided that'no recovery 
for his pay will in future be made from the Port Fund. 


XIX and 22—Education, 


Revenue, 















Page 16. AcTUALs, Budget Revised 
~| estimate, | estimate, 


1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1919-20. | 1919-20. 


Budget 
estimate, 
1920-21. 





Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. "Rs, | Rs. 


Fees, Government colleges— d 
ob $,48,322 | 3,56,415 | 3,738,844 | 4,00,000 | 3,85,000 | 420,000 
85,000 


General 


Professional os woe 59,539 60,521 57,907 62,000 77,000 
Fees, Government schoole— 
General we we | $,82,096 | 4,26.982 | 4,838,093 | 4,38,000 | 4,43,000 | 4,55,000 
Special hes one 39,864 89,166 41,604 45,000 |» 57,000 65,000 — 
Cohtributions from Native States, 5 
: private persons and — munici- 5 
ma palities % so 12.185 | 15,225 4,985 16,000 |, — 8,000 6,000 


Income from endowments , 


Miscellaneous 56.446 | 3,341 | 72,176 | 68,000 | 70,000| 70,000 





| | LT 


9,47,392 9,51,950 | 9,838,109 | 10,29,000 | 10,40,000 | 11,00,000 








Total Sal 





‘fuer Wan)’ ‘The actuals of 1918-19 amounted to Rs. 9,89,109 and the budget esti 
‘mate for this year was Rs, 10,29,000. Considering the actuals of a Rak 
ce mize neta ie Gietont ene, te Stan See eee ee 
: ed at Rs. 10,40,000. Allowing for a normal growth of revenue, the esti- 
"mate for the ensuing year has Beer placed at. Ra: 11,00/000,.°°° wer nes 
i oy . ‘ ? Rs i E ait M 
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The Budget. 


Expenditure. 





’ 


ACTUAL. 


Budget Revised. | 


estimate, estimate, | estimate 
1919-20, | 1919.20, | 1920-21. 


1916-17, 

















Grants-in-aid Lh 
Scholarships sq ote 
Miscellaneous hae hs? oes 
Refunds ae 


7 y 
18,983,911 | 20,18,445 | 28,67,843 | 24,73.000 24.50,000 ; 26,95.000 
2,48,827 | 2.49,598 | 2.74,506 | 2.76,000 | 2.821000 | 2'80,000 

3,386,261 | 4,25,060 | 276,180 | 705,000 | 5.76,000 | 5'49,000 

2,028 | 8.220 3,168 2,000! “1,000 2,000 

{ 


1917-18, | 1918-19, 
5 1 
Rs. Rs. Re, | Re | Re. Rea. 
University =... s= | 121,076 | - 116,199} 1,15,000 | 16,15,000 ' 1,15,000 | 6,60,000 
Direction AE. | 1,5%171 | 1,62,286.) 1,22,389 | 154,00 | - 1'65\000 | 1'85:000 
Inspection et + | 8,95,833 | 8,98,391 | 894,980 | 9.231000 | 9,60,000 | 9'70'000 
Government { Gener wr} £06,729} 9,29,985 | 9,9,481 | 9.56,000 | 10,50,000 | 10,46,000 
Colleges | Professional | 840.840) Baziog2| 3168234 | B'77:000 | B'69'000-| 8'97,000 
Government {-Genoval = | 20,62,678 | 22,29.573 | 25,46,257 | 25.74.00 | 28.00.00 | 33'60'000 
“Schools. U Special | 7,26,801 | 7,11,182/| 7,09,246 | 9,08,000 | 7,60,000 | 16'46,000 
| 
| 


Provision for giving effect to 
the recommendations of the 7 
Public Services Commission ... | Con oan vie | oi 8,76,000 

Lump provision for expenditure | } 

_ of the recurring — imperial 
assignment ee ove wee | ste tine | 10,200 | 

Further grant for improvement | | | 
of education =... eee’ 

Lump provision for recutring ex- 

: res for improving popu- 

r ‘ 





soe 2,410 





8,730 | 3,420 


! 

! 

> } 
education .. «so vee tee Rete 6,564 | ote As 
Lump provision for recurring ex- H 
penditure for the development 























| 
of primary education BY doo oe ‘ze 2,664 | ° 
‘Probable savings... bod 40 tee An 12,00,158 | re 
For roundiug ie scape Cleat ale amt aed tie ape +170 
Total +++ | 76,87,152 | 80,92,061 | 86,12,284 | 97,86,000 | 95,08,000 | 1,21,42,000 
EXPENDITURE. 


Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 97,86,000 for 1919-20 and the 
revised estimate of Rs. 95,08,000 for the current year, the ensuing year’s 


estimate has been fixed at Rs. 1,21,42,000. The coming year’s estimate | 


includes a provision of Rs. 3,76,000 to give effect to the recommendations 
of the Public Services Commission for the improvement of the pay and pros- 
pects of the Imperial and Provincial Services officers. Even leaving. this 
provision out of account, the next P sustt budget provides for a growth of 
expenditure of Rs. 22,58,000, over the revised estimate for the current year. 
The main features of the budget estimates are explained in detail under the 
minor heads below. ‘ ' “ 


_ University—The sanctioned estimate of Rs. 16,15,000 for 1919-20, was 
made up of the recurring Imperial gromts of Rs. 30,000 for administration, 

: 65,000 for the development of the 
University, besides a lump provision of Rs. 15 lakhs for capital expenditure 
that may be necessary in connection with the recommendations of the Uni- 
versity Commission. “ The findings of that body having been received too 


late, it is improbable that any capital diture will be incurred this year, 


- and hence the revised estimate for the current year has been fixed at 
- Rs. 1,15,000. The estimate for the ensuin, year peo vnee for the usual. 


*. 


Rs. 5,45,000 for the 










; ent of a University at Dacca. _ 
‘Direction —Under this minor head are shown the salaries of the Direc- 
oe ublic Instruction and of his Assistants, also the pay of the establish- 
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- small] increase in the revised estimate vt ces = under “‘ Salaries,”” and is 
due to the privilege leave allowance of ll having been: rere = ae 
India*instead of'in England. He gee 
Bee) ‘The budget estimate for 1920-21 provide for normal charges. 
L Payes 125 to Inspection.—The salaries of the Inspectors of European schools, of 
127 technical schools and industries and of other schools, together with the cost 
of their: establishment and conti t expenditure are recorded under this” 
head. The expenditure incurred by the District School Committee is also 
included under this minor head. e small increase in the revised estimate 
—~ over the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is, mainly under establish- 
ment and contingencies. The provision of 36,000 for the appointment . 
of Additional Assistant Inspectresses of Schools out of the Imperial grants © 
has been repeated in the next year’s estimate, which also includes a sum of 
Rs. 13,380 for strengthening the subordinate iE ie by the creation 
of 18 additional appointments in the Subordinate Educational Service, and . 
Rs. 13,080 for the’ improvement of the conditions of the services of school 
mistresses ‘and female inspecting staff, and for granting them house rent 


allowances. 
Pages 127 to Government ~ Colle es—General.—The estimate for the current year — 
130. under the head, nglish—Arts Colleges—Salaries,’’ was fixed at_ 


Rs. 6,59,200, after deducting Rs. 77,612 as probe vings, owing to some 
officers being on miiltary duty , and on leave in England. ‘The actuals, 
however, indicate that the deduction was excessive, and the revised esti- 
mate has, therefore, been fixed at Rs. 7,10,000. This, together with an 
increased expenditure of about Rs. 20, 000 under “ Supplies and services,’ 
mainly account for the increase in the revised estimate for the current year. 
The increase under ‘‘ Supplies and services,’’ is chiefly due to increase in 

ding charges, owing to a rise in the price of food-stuffs and to larger 
saplnditare under ** Laboratory charges’ and “‘ Purchase of maps, books 
and periodicals.’’ The coming year’s estimate, besides providing for nor- 
ma! charges, includes Rs. 4,800 for the creation of a post in the Imperial 
Educational Service for the Principalshi of the Rajshahi College, Rs. 2,400 
for the appointment of a lecturer in English for the same College, ‘and 
Rs. 18,800 for the purchase of scientific apparatus and chemicals for the 
hysical and chemical laboratories attached to Government Colleges. 
Du ing the war scientific apparatus and chemicals could not —be obtained — 
and the result has been that it has not been possible to keep stock up to the 
normal level. The increased provision, therefore, is to make up that AAR 
ciency to,a certain extent. 
Pages 180 to _ Government Colleges—Professional.—The small reduction a, ie 
133. revised estimate is mainly due to the transfer’ of the ‘Provision of Rs.'8 

for mining instruction in the coal-fields to the head ‘* Grants-in-aid.”” the 

estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 3,97,000 against the sanctioned 

estimate of Rs. 3,77,000 and the revised estimate of Rs. 3,69,000 for the 
cutrent year. The increase in the next year’s estimate, as compared with the 
sanctioned estimate for the current year, is mainly due to a provision of 

Rs. 13,640 for the improvement of pay and prospects of the Euro] { 

foreman-instructor and laboratory ps HE Gj ivil Engineering Col colle, 

Rs. 3,900 for the appointment of a personal assistant on Rs. 250—10— 

with a house allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem for the Prineipal,, Givil Er 
neering College, and Rs. 7,685 for the poearah of pene apperst a 


_the same College. O to the reduced freeships, an in 

vision of Rs. o 840 has also been made unger rding stipends.” LS mi : 
Pages 133 to ‘Government Schools—General. —The, increase: in. revised estimate 
ane for the current year, as compared with the Bene ogee oo tie wild 

is mainly due to an increase in expenditure . under H eBecenelery 





schools—English:’”’. In consideration of recent. iyo ae! 

1919-20 under this sub-head was’ fixed at Pal ge 

Rs. 3,90.759 eo probable ae as nonths ‘actua 

current owever, indicate that will Prt ‘ 
Srginally antinipeted, ‘and the revised ar been 

; . 12,138.00, See meereyee Ho ostly under “ Supy 

i, carding charges.” f 
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» - Against the actuals of Rs. 25,46,257 in 1918-19 and the revised estimate 
of Rs. 28,00,000 for 1919-20, the budget estimate for the ensuing year has 
been fixed at Rs, 33,60,000. The pe somes in the estimate for 1920-21 
is mainly due to larger provision from Imperial grants for the development of 
secondary and pepe education, and to the provision of Rs. 3 lakhs for the 
improvement of primary education in Calcutta by opening a limited number 
of model schools, by.taking over new schools every year, by im roving a - 
certain proportion every year of existing schools which are capable of improve- 
ment, and by the provision ofa training college for teachers. The additional | 
expenditure involved in the improvement of primary education in Calcutta, 
will be shared by the Government and-the Calcutta Corporation. Another 
important improvement allowed for in next year’s estimate, is the provision of 
Rs. 1,08,100 for the imparting of manual instruction in schools and for the 
opening of manual training classes. Besides provision for the above- 
-mentioned schemes, the coming year’s estimate also includes Rs. 15,750 
for the appointment of a European headmaster for the Hastings House 
School and for recurring charges for teaching science, Rs. 10,000 for the 
establishment of a central Purdanashin Hindu schoo! at Calcutta, and 
Rs, 4,200 for the appointment of two mistresses for teaching English in. 
Dr. Khastagir’s High Sehool for Girls, Chittagong. a 
Government Schools+Special_—The large decrease’ in the revised estim- 
ate, as Compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is 
partly due to the non-utilization of the lump provision of Rs. 1,73.671 under 
e head, “‘ Guru Training Schools,’’ for additional pandits and maulvis, and 
to savings under “‘ Stipends to pupils,’’ owing to the sanction of the 
Secretary of State to the scheme for the training of gurus not having been 
received in time for the provision to be utilised in full. In the estimate for s 
1920-21 the provision for additional pandits and maulvis under ‘‘ Guru- 
training Schools ’’ has been repeated,.and Rs. 1,00,000 has been provided 
against Rs 1,24,000 in the current year’s budget in pursuance of the scheme 
for the construction of buildings for guru-traming schools. In the expecta- 
tion that the sanction of the Riacises of State will be received during the 
course of this year, and that it will be possible to introduce the scheme for 
the training of gurus next year, only Rs. 1,69,371 has been deducted as 
probable savings, against Rs. 2,45,111 deducted from the gross estimate 
under ‘‘ Guru-training Schools ’’ this year. The noticeable additions, 
however, in the next year’s budget, are the provisions of Rs. 6 lakhs for 
the acquisition of a site for the establishment for a Technica! Institute in 
Calcutta, Rs. 81,000 for Muhammadan education in madrassas, and 
‘Rs. 31,000 for the completion of the Technical School hostel at Kanchrapara. 
The coming year’s estimate also includes Rs. 4,445 for the improvement of 
the pay and prospects of the five weaving teachers in charge of outlying 
centres and the two lecturers attached to the Government Weaving Institute 
Serampore, Rs. 4,800 for the establishment of weaving schools at Noakhali 
and Zorawarganj, Rs. 6,120 for additional staff for the Government Commer- 
cial Institute, and Rs. 6,360 for the improvement of the pay and prospects 
of European instructors at the Dacea School of Engineering and for the 
reorganization of that school. 


Grants-in-aid.—In consideration of recent actuals, the current year’s Pages 143-aod 
estimate was fixed at Rs. 24,73,000 after deducting Rs. 2,57,906 as prob-  !44 
able savings. In the expectation that most of the schemes will ‘mature by 
next year, and that the Imperial grants, which have been repeated in the ensu- 
ing year’s budget, will also be utilized, a sum of Rs. 42.626 only has been 
deducted as probable savings from the next year’s gross estimate, and the 
net estimate has been fixed at Rs. 26,95,000.- This, together with the omis- 

~sion from the next year’s estimate of the provision of Rs. 1 lakh for the 

Calcutta Girls’ School; mainly account for the increase of about Rs. two and 

~ a half lakhs over the revised estimate for this year. The only noticeable 

features in the next year’s estimate are a provision of Rs. 1 lakh for the 

z ement of primary education in the mufassal, Rs. 19,880 for the pay- 

_ ment of a grant tothe Indian Society of Oriental Art, Calcutta, Rs. 3,240 

_ for additional training stipends for girls in Western Bengal, to meet to some 
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extent the present dearth of trained female teachers, Rs. 40,000 for raisin 
the, rate of boarding grants under articles 46 and 47 of the European School : 
Code, and Rs. 2,000 for giving facilities for the education of the children of 
the teachers employed in European schools. y ‘ 

Scholarships.—The sanctioned estimate for 1919-20 is Rs. 2,76,000, but 
on the basis of recent actuals, the revised estimate for the current year has 
been fixed at Rs. 2,82,000. The estimate of Rs. 2,80,000 for 1920-21 closely 
follows the revised estimate for this year. 


- 


_ Miscellaneous,—Under this minor head provision is made for the pay- 


ment of grants for the encouragement’ of literature, examination charges 
and other miscellaneous charges. The large reduction in the revised estimate 
for the current year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate, is mainly 
under the.last named head, and is ey due to the non-utilization in full of 
the provision for Calcutta messes and hostels out of the Imperial grants. 
Besides providing for the normal requirements of the department, the 


_ comming year’s estimate includes Rs. 9,792 for the appointment of 16 additional 


peripatetic needle-work teachers, Rs. 6,000 for the appointment of a scout 
master, and Rs, 18,500 for the development of evenmg classes in mining ~ 
centres. 
Imperial grants.—The distribution of the various recurring and non- 
recurring grants made by the Government of India to this Presidency for the 
en. of education under the several minor heads in this and next 























year’s budget is shown below :— 
1919-20. 1920-21. 
Rs. Rs. 
University bie ies A ww. —3,65,000 6,10,000 
Inspection aoe iso ats 46,849 47,159 
Government colleges General be oo o 6,960 6,960 
Ditto Professional me ie = 4,020 4,020 
Government Schools—General © ... oe sew 14,55,038 . 23,72,342 
Ditto Special a obi -»  9,60,150 13,381,582 
Grante-in-aid Ki * ..  16,52;733 9,382,787 
Scholarships a bis wi 21,182 27,132 
Miscellaneous vet} bah ve ei se TT One 2,31,188 - 
Lump sum unallotted ae LA a 23.158 5,830 
Total « °44,17,704 55,79,000 
; 
XXA and 24A—Medical. 
' Revenue. : 
' " AervaLs. | Budget 
— MALL: START ATL CAML * see cocks 
1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1929-20, 1920-21 
: Re. | Re. | Re. f i 
Medical School aud College fees | 114,758 | 1,29,266 | 1,82,77 1,75,000 
Hospital. receipts (receipts from| 1,56,080 | 1,54012 | 1.78,1 1'75,000 
paying-patients). Fe eat el iubdaras 
Lunatic Asylum receipts eat 24,008. 26,191 | 12,167 11,000. 
Contributions «(from — munici- 64,030 65,259 | 64,606 79,000 
palities and private rama , nS ie 
Medicines sold by Civil Surgeons HES as Sas Oe SOD thik Sah papa oie 
Miscellaneous ode Poe awe (4777 26,106) 31,425. 1). 84,000" 85,000" 







Total ae | 3,78,6 18 


(Pane 1A 





| | ate 





The Budget. 


REVENUE. 





The budget estimate for 1919-20 was placed at Rs."3,96,000, but the 
revised estimate for the current year has n fixed at Rs. 4,40,000. The 
large increase in the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned esti- 
mate for this year, is mainly under the minor head ‘‘ Medical School and 
College fees,’’ and is due partly to the additional accommodation for 100 
‘students in the Dacca and Campbell Medical Schools and partly to the 
raising of school fees for all new admissions from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 per mensem. 


Allowing for a further additional accommodation for 100 students next. 


ear, and re ig a oa of Rs. 20,000;from the Dacca Mitford 
0 


ospital, the budget estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 4,75,000. 


Expenditure, 





AcruALs, Budget | Revised || Budget 
| estimate, | estimate, { estimate, 








1916-17. 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. i 1920-21. 
| | ‘| | 
| Re, | Re, Res. Re. | Rs. Re. 

Medical establishment - ve | 4,538,141 4,5°,816 | 4,89,957 | 6,72,000 | £,81,000 |, 6,16,000 
Hospitals and dispensaries «++ | 10,84,780 | 15,41,284 | 15,57.119 | 12,389,000 | 15,63,000 | 19,380,000 
Grants for medical purposes ...| 1,09,283 | 96,406 99,700 | 1,00,000 | 1.00,000 | 1,10,000 
Medical Schools and Colleges ...| 4,37,107 | 4,565,371 | 509,191 | 5,18,000 | 5,70.000 | 5,98,000 
Lunatic Asylum... «+ | 1,96.528 | 1,95,443 | 1,89,479 | 1,82,000 | 2,380,000) 1,99,060 
Chemical Examiner oe 38,010 40,095 39,225 42,000 40,000 58,000 
Refunds by | 17/481 ' 15.656 16,857 |. 16,000 16.000 | 16,000 
Lump provision for the revision of jess 1. ACR, cA ibeed ons elsawt +“ 5v,000 


pay of Sub Assistant Surgeons 
Improvement of the pay of Provin- pa rs aan nae oon 1,833,000 

cial Service officers'according to 

Public Services Commission 














Total - | 28,836,380 | 28,04,071 | 29,01,028 | 27,69,000 | 31,00,000 | 37,10,000 
| } 


} 





EXPENDITURE. ; , 


Medical Establishment.—Under this minor head are shown the salaries 
of the Surgeon-General, Civil Surgeons and their establishments, together 
with contingent charges. It also records the pay of the Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons paid by Government and of the reserve medical officers 
and subordinates. The large decrease in the revised estimate for this year 
is chiefly due to the transfer of a part of the lump provision of Rs. 1,50;000 
for the increase of pay of Indian Medical Service officers to other minor 
heads, to which the pay of officers is debitable: The estimate for 1920-21 
generally follows the sanctioned estimate for the current year, but a sum of 

. 38,520 only has been deducted as probable savings from the gross _esti- 


mate under ‘‘ Salaries—District Medical Establishment,’’ against Rs. 60,620 ' 


deducted from the gross estimate for the current year. This is due to the 
fact that, hostilities having now ceased, it is expected that the medical officers 
who were on military duty will now revert to their civil duties and, there- 
fore, next year there will be the normal savings on account of officers on 
leave. The increased rates of :pay recently sanctioned by the Secretary of 
_ State for the Indian Medical Service officers in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Public Services Commission, have also been provided for 
under the various minor heads to which they are debitable, instead of in 
lump, asin the current year’s budget. 
Hospitals and Dispensaries.—The accounts of all the Presidency hospi- 
- tals and of the ts to hospitals and dispensaries, together with Goy- 
_ ernment share & nditure in mufassal hospitals and dispensaries, are 
recorded under this head. The expenditure of the Albert Victor Asylum 
for lepers is also shown here. The large increase in the revised estimate, 
as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is mainly 


Ra due to the increased rates of pay sanctioned for the Indian Medica] Service 


* i “ 
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Pages 151 and * 
152, 


Pages 158 to 158. 
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officers and to the payment of war allowance to menials. Greater expen- 
diture under ‘‘ Cgntingencies’’’ in the Medical College Hospital, General 
Hospital and Campbell Hospital, and under ‘‘ Supplies and Services ”’ in the 
Campbell Hospital, also contributes largely towards the increase. \ The 
increase in expenditure under ‘‘ Contingencies ’’ and ‘‘ Supplies and 
Services,’’ is mainly due, in the case of the former head, to the abnormal rise 
in the prices of all articles of stationery, and under the latter, partly to the 
rise in the prices of all articles of food-stuffs and medical stores and partly 
ee an ean in the number of patients, due to the growing popularity of the 
ospitals. 

oA ainst the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 12,39,000 and the revised esti- 
mate of Rs. 15,63,000 for the current year, the budget estimate:for 1920-21 - 
has been fixed at Rs. 19,30,000. The very large increase in the comin r’s 
estimate is chiefly due to provision for the payment of a grant of Rs. 4,00,000 
to the Belgachia Medical Institute to enable the authorities to effect certain 
improvements to comply with the requirements of the Calcutta University, 
Rs. 15,000 for’ payment of a grant to the Madaripur Dispensary Com- 
mittee for the construction of a hospital, and to smaller deduction as pro- 
bable saving under ‘‘ Salaries,’’ owing to the expected reversion of medical 
officers to civil duty. The next year’s estimate, besides providing Rs. 70,000 
to meet the expenses of the Dacca Mitford Hospital for the whole year, 
includes Rs. 3,000 for the improvement of the Voluntary Venereal Hospital, 
Rs. 3,960 for the establishment of an external maternity organization in 
connection with the Eden Hospital, Calcutta, Rs. 3,600 for the appointment 
of an assistant radiographer for the Medical College Hospital, Rs. 3,900 
for the appointment of a caretaker of instruments on Rs. 250—10—300, 
with a house rent allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem, for the same hospital, 
Rs. 18,838 for the establishment of a special department at the Campbell 
Hospital for the treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, both’ 
in the indoor and outdoor wards, and several other schemes involvin 
smaller expenditure, the details of which are shown in the schedule append 
to this note. ‘ 

Medical Schools and Colleges.—The increase of Rs. 52,000 in the revised 
estimate for the current: year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate of 

“Rs. 5,18,000 for 1919-20, is partly due to increased expenditure under 
“Salaries ’’ and partly to larger outlay under ‘* Allowances,’’ ‘* Supplies 
and Services~’ and ‘‘-Contingencies,’’ owing to the rise in the price of all 
articles of European manufacture. The estimate of Rs. 5,98,000 for 1920-21, 
besides providing for the normal growth of expenditure, allows larger pro- 
vision for medical and Euro stores to make up the deficiency_in stores , 
in the Campbell Medical School, and Rs. 3,500 for a stone-topped. dissect- 
ing table for the Dacca Medical School. seen 

Lunatic Asylum.—Owing to the rise in the price of food-stuffs and 
and clothing, there has been a large increase in expenditure under the head 
‘* Diet and clothing,’’ which mainly accounts for the increase in the revised 
estimate, as cenperes with the’ sanctioned estimate for the current year. 
The estimate for the coming year provides for the normal requirements of the 
Asylum, and assumes that with a good harvest there will be a fall in the price’ 
of food-stuffs. 

In the estimate for 1920-21 a sum of Rs. 1,383,000 has also been provided 
in lump for the improvement a pay of the Provincial Service officers, in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Medical Services Committee, 
and Rs. 50,000 for the revision of the pay of Sub-Assistant Surgeons. —. 

XXB and 24B-—Sanitation. Adame CAE: 





J 


Revenue. ¥ ‘ 






Sanitation and  — vaccination 
\ receipts . see 


: Rs. 15,000 


4 
- 
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: REVENUE. 


~ Under this head are recorded thie sale-proceeds, of lymph, fees for water 
nalysis, fees from candidates for training as sanitary inspectors, and mis- 


' ¢ellaneous Teceipts. An anonymous donor has paid a sum of Rs. 50,000 to 


His Excellency the Governor for expenditure on sanitary improvements, and 
the Indian Research Fund Association have paid Rs. 2,640 for testing vital 


Page 18. 


statistics. “ These have been credited under this major head, which mainly 


aecounts for the increase in the revised estimate. As no contribution is 
expected next year, allowing for a small growth of revenue from sanitary 
and other fees, the estimate for the coming year has been fixed at Rs. 18,000. 


Expenditure, 















Revised 
estimate, 
1919-205 


Budget 
timate, 
920-21. 












ae 


athielaiaida ” estimate, 
1916-17. j°1917-18. | 1918-19. 


1919-20, 





‘ Rs. Rs. ieee ae 8 2: ian Ha 
Sanitation and Vaccination | . 
- establishment ... see | 2,566,271. | 2,72,264 | 3,06,961 | 4,60,000 | 4,58,000 | 5,71,000 
Grants for sanitary purposes... 1,08,050.| 3,85,142 oan 9,47,000 | ee 
Expenses in connection with | 
bubonic plague, malaria aud) 
epidemics ate * 


. ° 45,565 | 72,072 | 65,846 | 23,000 | 80,000 | __85,500 
Bacteriological laboratories and | | 


i} 














| 
oe} 
| | 
Pasteur Vaccine Institute 4 16,771 | 12,807 | 13,000} 15,000 | _ 13,000 
ahgpagrivicen for sanitation ... | enn ane ve | 18,70,000 oy 897,500 
Refun eee ae | oe 23 4 | eee one 
Totul . “| 8,93,456 | 4,69,180 | 7,71,020 | 18,66,000 | 15,00,000 | 15,67,000 


Se See 





EXPENDITURE. 


Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 18,66,000 for 1919-20, the 
revised estimate for the current year has been fixed at Rs. 15,00,000. The 
large saving in’the revised estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate 
for this year, is partly due to the non-utilization in full of the lump grant 
for sanitation, and partly due to the transfer of a sum of Rs, 1,94,000 to the 
Irrigation Department for expenditure on the Saraswati, Baragachi and 
Monikhali anti-malarial works and Rs. 10,000 for anti-malarial surveys. 

Besides providing for the normal-charges.on account of the staff of the 
Vaccine Department and the Sanitary and Deputy Sanitary Commissioners 
and their staff and contingencies, the budget estimate for 1920-21 includes, 
in pursuance of the scheme already andseieen. Rs. 1 lakh for an enquiry into 
hookworm disease, Rs. 12,500 for investigating river pollution, Rs. 50,000 
for the establishment of a Publicity Bureau to educate the general public in 


Page 162, 


Pages 162 to 165, — 


regard to public health and Rs. 10,000 for the creation of a separate subor- _ 


dinate sanitary service for Bengal. 

Grants for sanitary purposes.—Under this head are debited the grants 
to local bodies for minor sanitary works and for water-supply and drainage 
schemes which are sanctioned out of the lump provision for sanitation. ‘This 


accounts for the debit of Rs. 9,47,000 against this head in the revised estimate, 
which includes the following important ‘schemes sanctioned this year:-— 
_ Rs. 3,00,000 for the Dacca Sewerage scheme, Rs. 1,25,000 for the Krishnagar 


Ww supply scheme, Rs. 1,00,000 for the Amta drainage scheme, Rs. 50,000 
for the Mymensingh water-supply scheme, Rs. 20,000 to the Joynagar Muni- 
cipality to enable them to bear their share of the Magrahat drainage scheme, 


-- Rs. 11,000 to the Jessore District Board towards the execution of the Arul 


Bhil drainage project, Rs. 21,000 for the Noakhali water-supply schéme, and 
for the Malda drainage scheme. 


AMS 


CAvryiiogs, #ih2 2 pyers . f 5 ’ 
1 hd Send a Be Aube ory eek Ke . ‘ * <9 
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Expenses in connection with bubonic plague, malaria‘and epidemics.— 
The only noticeable items under this minor head are the provision of 
Rs. 20,000 for anti-stegomyia measures for the prevention of yellow fever, and 
Rs. 30.000 for child welfare work. A scheme for the establishment for four 

' laboratories for the analysis of water and food in the differént parts of the 

y Presidency has already been approved, and Rs. 5,000 has been provided in 

next year’s budget for the establishment of one such latoratory at Dacca. 

ump provision for sanitation —Necessary provision has also been made 

Page 162. in the budget for 1920-21 on account of sanitary improvements and develop- 
ments. e details of the schemes to be undertaken next year will be found 
in-the schedule’ which forms an annexure to this note. | PERRET 


Page 164. 
































4 
25—Political.* 
: Expenditure, 

ACTUALS. trae Revised Budget 
dig cosas —__— estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
a | 1916-17, | 1917-18, | 1918-19. 1919-20, | 1919-20, | 1920-21, 

Rs, Rs. Re. | Rs. _ Rs, 
Political Agents... | “46168 | 22,41} 4@411| 21,000} 20,000 | a0,000 
Durbar presents and allowances 5,732 3,144 5,847 7,000 7,000 7,000 
to Vakils, etc. ‘ 
MiscAllaneous ——... s»| 67,480 | 2,54,442 | 2,683,279 | 2,42,000 | 16,000 | 19,000 
Total ws | 89,880 | 2,79,727 | 2,87,087 | 2,720,000 | 43,000 
Fe eae - © This head J» not open to discussion. 
x EXPENDITURE. 
. In the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 2,70,000 for 1919-20 a provision of 
Page 166, Rs. 2,25,000 was included for the payment of personal and ‘family allowances 
t's of détenus under the Defence of India Act. , Since the passing of the estim- 
> ates, it has been decided to debit such charges under the head ‘* 32— 
Miscellaneous,’ and the revised estimate has theretore been fixed at 
Rs. 43,000, excluding all expenses on account of @étenus. a 
The estimate for 1920-21, besides allowing for larger provision for the 
pursuance of the scheme for the reporting of Bengali and Urdu speeches of 
importance in Calcutta and in the mufassal, generally follows the current 
year’s sanctioned estimate. bh f 
‘ St 
_ XXIA and 26A—Agriculture. 
4 Poe uly 
<r : . Revenue. 
_ Page 18, ° 






' Revised | Budget 
estimate, | estimate, 
1919-20.) 1£20-21 


AcTUALS. | Budget 


ip |, cntinat, 
1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19. | 1919-20, 

















we 


Rs. Rs, 













' : Re. 
'. Veterinary receipts sve 43,585 45,628 59,803 | 60,000 |. 
Agricultural ‘receipts vs | 72,612 |. 75,833 | 1,08,280,| 1,25,000 |... 1,830,000 3,000. 
: otal “4 146,197 | 1,21,456 | /1,67,583 | 1,856,000 | 1, 55.000 
i : q Z Loven Lh) V5 
Seat 5 REVENy Riess oe ete th Lane 
ee ah 


igei Page 18.<< The veterinary receipts consist mainly of the fees. Hic cong? lised in the 
: ‘ee veterinary school and the fees levied Piages alte 3 horses Beg a 
Bees mips’ 98 at the veterinary hospitals, together with miscellaneous receipts. eth esi dhtie ine 


‘ 









. 
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t,he co gimme receipts are made up mainly of the sale-proceeds of farm. 
produce at district farms and of receipts from sericultural nurseries, 

is inst the budget and revised estimate of Rs. 1,85,000 for the current 
year, “erga, year’s estimate has been fixed at Rs. 2,55,000. The increase 
expected is partly from the sericultural nurseries, for which a larger outlay 
has been "sop cen on the expenditure side, and partly from district farms, 
owing to the opening of three new farms at Tippera, Mymensingh and Bogra. 


/ 


Expenditure. 





Actuats. Budget Revised Budyet 
— SRSA COM i estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17, | 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. | 1920-21, 








an OS 





; } 
Rs. | Rs, Rat)! Ba Rs... Rs. 


Veterinary charges se | 1,95,424 | 2,138,308 | 293,790 | 2,44,000 | 3,10,000 | 2,76,000 
Agricultare oo «| 7,66,116 | 7,95,212 | -9,47,088 { 11,58,000 | 10,85,000 | 14,01,000 
1,6 


























Co-operative credit soe | 1,84,985: | 3,007 | 255,184 | 3,46,000 | 3,30,000! 4,88,000, 
Refund rH iat 125 hp re ihe sage, Tye INES 
Seis EE ED eee TE ui fs 
Total | 10,86,600 | 11,71,522 | 14,26,082 | 17,48,000 | 17,25,000 | 21,15,000 
2 SST: eC mi iF erty Lat Wid gerne, af epee boils bytes 
ain EXPENDITURE, 


Veterinary charges.—The large-inerease in the revised. estimate, as 
roe to with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is mainly under 
the head, ‘‘ Purchase and keep of cattle,”’ and is due to the rise in the price 
of fodder. The estimate for 1920-21 provides for the normal requirements 
of the department and follows the revised estimate for the current year. 

Agriculture.—The activities of the Agriculture Department have expan- 
ded greatly lately, and the department at present compriante the following prin- 
cipal officers:—(a@) a Director of Agriculture, (b) three Deputy Directors of 
Agriculture, (c) a Fibre expert, (2) an Agricultural chemist, (e) an Economic 
Botanist (7) a Saeretamdens and two Curators for the Botanical Gardens, 
(g) six Superintendents of Agriculture, (/) five Farm Superintendents and 
six Assistant’ Farm Superintendents, (7) a Superintendent of Sericulture and 
(7) 26 District Agricultural officers. , 

The small decrease in the revised estimate, as compared with the sanc- 
tioned estimate for-the current year, is mainly due to the transfer of a sum. 
of Rs. 97,000 from the lump provision of one lakh for agricultural education 
to the head “ 45—Civil Works—Public Works Department,’’ for the con- 
struction of buildings in connection with the establishment of. agricultural 
vernacular schools at the Chinsura and Dacca farms. The savings 
would have been larger, but for increased expenditure under ‘‘ Travelling 
allowance and contingencies ’’ and smaller excesses under the various minor 
and sub-heads and larger outlay under ‘‘ Sericulture,’’ owing to the exten- 
sion of cultivation. The Government of India have sanctioned an additional 
grant of Rs. 75,000 from Imperial revenues for the development of agricul- 
tural education, and’ though this amount does not appear in the Civil esti- 
mate among’ the sc a allotments of the current year, it is available for 
expenditure. The budget estimate for 1920-21 has been placed at 

Rs. 14,01,000 against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 11,58,000 for the current 
year. In pursuance of the scheme for the construction of district agricul- 

] farms, a provision of Rs, 1,10,000 has been made in the coming year’s 

estimate for the opening of four new additional farms at Bankura, Faridpar, 

Chittagong Hill Tracts and Jalpaiguri. The ensuing year’s estimate also 

; includes Rs. 59,000 for the revision of the pay of the Imperial Service officers 
1 accordance 


‘with the récommendations of the Public Services Commission. 


and for the appointment of additional superior officers, Rs. 62,788 for the 


f 7 ye 
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Pages 167 to 169. 
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of 4 new sericultural nursery at Bholahat, Rs. 11,661 for the appointment 

‘of an additional Economie Botanist for taking up the question of improving 
the rice crop in Western Bengal and Rs. 2,500 for the appointment of an 
Assistant Curator for the Botanic Garden, besides larger provision under 
temporary establishment for the appointment of additional demonstrators, 
increased provision under travelling allowance on the basis of the revised: 
estimate for the current year, and larger provision under “‘ Sericulture *’ 
for further extension of cultivation. : 

“Page 176. Co-operative Credit.—The small saving in the revised estimate, as com- 
pared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is chiefly due to 
smaller expenditure under ‘‘ Salaries and establishment.’’ The budget esti- 
mate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 4,38,000 against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 3,46,000 for this year. The coming year’s estimate includes 
Rs. 20,640 for one Deputy Registrar and his establishment, Rs. 18,576 for 
the appointment of 12 additional auditors and their peons, the entire cost 
of which will be recouped by the levy of audit fees on the societies, Rs. 15,000 
for the appointment of additional inspectors and their peons and Rs. 3,600 
for the payment of grants to such co-operative societies as are established 
among poorer urban classes, in order to enable them to entertain a clerical 
staff for the maintenance of their accounts, besides a larger provision under 
** Travelling allowance ’’ on the basis of recent actuals. A provision of 
Rs: 25.000 has also been made for the development of industrial societies, 

’ i and Rs. 9,000 for a new boiler for the launch belonging to the Department. 


XXIB and 26B—Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 




















Revenue. 
Page 18. 
AcTUALS. Budget | Revised | Budget 
somos estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
| 1916-17. .| 1917-18. | seaghie, 1c See tere eee 
. Bint 
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. oii Rs. 
Cinchona plantations «s+ | 11,99,128 | 25,64,635 | 12,90,053 | 10,00,000 | 15,94,000 | 11,71,000 
Emigration fees we | 9,887 9¢| 1,786-| 100 | 2,000 2,000 
_ Inland labour transport fees... 2,002 | 1,622 wa | 1,900 
Examination fees ae 928 | 8,176 3,828 | 8,000 4,000 4,000 
- i ! 
Miscellaneous . Fees | 49,574 65,798 68,546 75,000; 2,00,000 80,000 
Fisheries nee atnatibs 70 209 2,200 ~ ae Be? 8,000 
| \ } ¢ 
For rounding otc 172. ange od we R00]. 
2 1 
[a 
Total 








«+ | 12,60,469 | 26,35,397 
' 
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Pages 18 and 19. Owing to the cessation of hostilities the budget estimate for 1919-20 
_ was fixed at Rs. 10,82,000 on the assumption that there will be a fall in the 
demand for quinine from the Military artment. The large increase in 
the revised estimate, as compared with the sanctioned papa the © 
current year, is chiefly due to the large quantity of quinine supplied to the 
- Lahore Medical Store for the Frontier Campaign, which: was not foreseen - 
-when the budget was framed, and to the realisation of fees for registering _ 
a number of new companies started on the revival of trade» = 
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The Budget. 
E Expenditure. 
« uf } 
Budget: |: Revieddo| \-Batuel soe eb 
_ ETE 7 —~| estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
: 1916-17, | 1917-18. | i cr A el ald Himes oe 
| Re. Ree cot 0) a fre Ra Rs. Re. 
é | | 
Cinchona plautations eee | 2,16,388'| 43,39,824 | 21,44,476 | 3,16,000 | 3,338,000 . 280,000 ; > 8 
Donation to scientific societies... 18,375 17,472 | 21,875 22,000 21,000 24,000 oe) 
Emigration | s | 21,782 | 20.954 | 29,883 | 21,000 | _-—- 80,000 |. 82,000 
Anand Jabour transport 23,052 | , 20,592 | nee | 24,000 Sei eaip nile 
Inspector of Factories - | 57,164 | 73,840} 77,496 | 74,000 | 66,000 | 85,000 
Gazetteer and statistical memoirs 1,440 | wes ote | 8,000 oo 3,000 
Provincial statistics ove | 88,644 | 39,999 38,679 | 39,000 88,000 89,000 
Preservation, etc., of ancient | 9,200 9,200 6,000 | 9,200 6,000 6,800 
manuscripts. 
Examinations ee | 907 1,422 1,889 | ‘1,500 bat 2,000 2,000 
Fieheries axe ose 39,475 44,355 ibe | we ites as 
Development of industries a. aa 44,746 |. 1,85,748 | 4,58,000 | 2,97,000! 4,76,009 : 
Miscellancous ane eae 26,423 26,754 75,021 77,000 | 1,00,000 88,000 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies 15,991 16,844 16,755 22,000 21,000 22,000 
~ Inspector of Mines oan 71 193 128 200 100- 100 
Refunds a see 764 560. 879 700 900 900. ; 
Lump provision for the revision of sa ove ase ons sos 20,000 
pay according to Public Services - 1 : 6 rs Be 
Commission recommendations. . 
Rounding bee ots mer" av +400 one +200 — : 
-—3—>————- | ——_——_ - | a . 
Total + | 469,606 | 5,055,256 | 25,47,719 | 10,68,000 |  9,15,000 | 10,79,000 








EXPENDITURE, 


The original estimate for 1919-20 was fixed at Rs. 10,68,000, but it has pages 177 t0 188," 
been reduced to’ Rs. 9,15,000 in the revised estimate. The decrease is mainly — mn ; 
due to savings under the head, ‘‘ Development of industries,’ owing to some 
of the schemes of the new Department of Industries not having matured in 
time for the full provision to be utilized. 

‘The estimate for 1920-21, which has been placed at Rs. 10,79,000, besides 
allowing for the normal provision for the Cinchona Plantations and 
' Rs" 1,483,000 for the office of the Director of Industries, includes Rs. 1,72,000 
for the development of industries, Rs. 85,000 for the working of the Calcutta 
Research Tannery, Rs. 18,000 for the payment of a grant to the Bengal Home 
Industries Association, and Rs. 40,000 towards the construction of a floating 
emigration hospital at Goalundo. A sum of Rs. 10,000 has been provided a 
for the establishment of a carp culture station near Calcutta, with a view to 
arrange for the supply of pure fry of the commoner fresh water carps 
_ und to carry on experiments and investigate the various problems .under- 
~lying-the breeding; development and diag of these fishes, and Rs. 3,240 
. for the appointment of two district fishery officers at Pabna and Faridpur, 
with a view to obtain first-hand information regarding the condition of 
- fishermen and fisheries. With the development of industries there has-been 
an increase in the number of factories, and a sum of Rs. 8,404 has been provided 
for the »y rom of two additional inspectors in order to strengthen the 
Factory Department to cope with the increase in work. To give effect to 
the recommendations of the Public Services Commission Rs. 20,000 has been 
provided for the revision of salaries of superior officers. 

“As it has been decided to reduce considerably the strength of the office 

- of the Director of Civil Supplies, which was established as a war measure, 
only R$. 10,000 has been provided in next year’s budget on this accounv, + 

Tt may be noted that, though the ‘expenditure for this is met from Provin- 

gia revenues in the first instance, it is ultimately recovered in full from the 
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The Budget. 
XXII and 29—Superannuation. 


Revenue. 


Budget | Revised | Budget 





Seyu. ” Pha cneeiie da ptladecears ak ed > ae estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17, | 1917-18, | 1918-19, j 1919-20.) 1919-20, | 1920-21. 
i ee ee | 4 | eee. Late 
Seca SU ae = EN eee ar a aaa 
Ra.) Res Re. Rs. Rs. “Rs. 





Contributions for pensions and 


} 
52,000 | 48,000 











gratuities oe wa | 48,278 45,987 | 52,717 46,000 
Deductions for Pilot Service Pen. | | | ‘ 
sion. Fund. |... vs | 10,738 11,882 12,089 12,000 12,000 42,000 
NE Kamen peel es naadiee anes as9- 83: 
Total ve | 59,011 | 57,869 | 64,756 58,000 | 64,000 , 60,000 
t | ! 
OA ae 2 ee a Ain ae Re a Ma AL bas 
, REVENUE. 


The receipts under this head consist chiefly of contributions for pensions 
and gratuities on account of officers of Government. lent to foreign service 
for employment under the Court, of Wards, municipalities and other local 
bodies and Native States. Deductions for pilot service pension funds are also 
shown under this head. ‘The variations in the estimates, which are based on 
the progress of actuals, are small and call for no remarks. 


Expenditure, 









on 
| 














forgery | Budget | Revised | Budget 
t a ee ~~} @atimate, | estimate, | esti We 
1916-17, | 1917-18, | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20. | 1920-21, 
' 












Superannuation and retired | 

allowances, —.., «| 8142,581 | $2,60,282 | 38,19,171 
Covenanted Civil Service pensions| 35,000, 30,000 38,957 
Compassionate allowances at 3,643 8,702 
Gratuities we 
Refunds eee ov 
Commuted value of pensions - ... 99,029 


Total +++ | 38,01,098 | 83,765,972 


33,556,000 | 35,50,000 | 38,00,000 
45,000 | 48,000 | ‘45,000 
4,000 | 12,000! — 10,000 

17,000 








— 





—_ 





EXPENDITURE, _ “ 


This head comprises charges for pensions, gratuities and con i 
ate allowances and for the commuted value of pensions to Government _ 
servants. In consideration of the actuals of the first nine months of the 
current year and of the increased expenditure that -will be. necessary 
to the improvement of the existing rules ting. to superannuation. 
the retiring pensions of gazetted officers in certain ivi ices, 
meer His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India in 
* the recommendations of the Royal Commission on the P lic 
the revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed at Rs. 
i provision for commutation of pensior 
commute part 
lump cash payments, and taking into account the ra 
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d The Budget. . 


reased establishments 





rges which is evident in recent actuals, and which is the result 
and higher salaries sanctioned some 
1920-21 has been fixed at Rs, 40,22,000, 


XXII and 30.—Stationery and Printing. 


Revenue, 


. > . . ~ 































pa - Actuals. Budget | Revised Budget 
—- “= pS estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17, | 19! 718, | 191840 ) 1919-20. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. 
Ra. | Re. Rs. | Rs, Res. | Rs. 
Stationery receipts ... we} 2,084 2,630 1,158. 3,000 2,000 8,000 
; : 
Sale of gazuttes and other publi 97,735 | 79,680 | 1,18,078 | 85,000 | 1,44,000 1,45,000 
cations, | i | 
| 
Other press receipts 49,130 | 57,887 | 58,567 | 61,000 | 54,000 | _—_-87,000 
| 
| 
Total 1,49,799 p00 | 1,72,808 | 1,49,000 | 2,00,000 | 205,000 
REVENUE. 


Following the revised estimate of Rs. 1 
for a small expansion, the estimate for 19 
In view of the nine months’ actuals of the’ current 
revised estimate has been fixed at Rs. 2,00,000. 
as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is 
publications of the Customs Depart- 


estimate, 


chiefly due to a larger sale’ of the various 


ment and ofthe Indian Law Reports. 
A further rapid increase next year cannot be safely hoped for, and the 
budget estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 2,05,000. 











Expenditure, 


ACTUALS, 








Budget 
"| estimate, 
1918-19. | 1919-20, 


| 
1916-17. | 1917-18, 














pe Rs. Rs. | Re 1) Re. 

Stationery purchased in the 27,794 21.815 27,033 25,000 

Government presses 5,80,498 | 6,:2,995 5,84,657 

Printing at private presses 2,251 1,410 1,431 2,000 

Stationery suppliod from central | 6,80,401 | 6,36,762 | 7,59,871 | 9,25,000 

stores, * 

Refund a ‘i ear) 40} 4,176 | 1,000 
‘Mota zl 19,91/586 | 13,73,798 | 13,73;668 

The increase in the revise 


er 
“i 










42,000 for 1918- 
19-20 was fixed at Rs. 1,49;000. 
year, however, the 
The increase in the revised 










19, and allowing 







~ Revised Budget 
estimate, | estimate, 
1919-20. | 1920-21, 

Rs, Rs. 
35,000 36,000 


640,00 | 6,42,000 | 7,14,000 


2,000 2,000 
9,50,000 | 8,50,000 
1,000 1,000 


14,93,000° | 16,80,000 | 16,02,000 
are ) 





i as compared with the sanctioned 
estimate for the current year, is mainly under the head ‘‘ Government 
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Page 189, 


Pag 8 189to 195, 


Page 20. 
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- The Budget. 


presses.’’ The excess expenditure is mainly due to larger payments of 
overtime allowances in the gal Secretariat Press, owing to an increase in 
the printing work. ’ Z 

Against the provision of Rs. 38,000 in the current year’s budget for the 
purchase of two linotypes and a book sewing-machine for the Secretariat 
Press, the estimate for 1920-21 includes Rs. 95,000 for the purchase of more 
linos and printing machines in order to cope with the anticipated increase 
in work. The only other noticeable provision is a sum of Rs. 5,508 for the 
revision of the Press and Forms Department establishment. 











XXV and 32—Misceilaneous. 


Revenue, 
2 ee 
ACTTALS, | Budget 





———— - a Estimate, 
1916-17, | 1917-18, | 1918.19, | 1919-20. 


1 ee ae Bs dental 7 


Estimate, 
1919-20, 


Estimate, 
1920-21. 











Revovery on account of famine ‘| \ 
expenditure ose oe |. 74,695 2,220 | 6,358 | one 4,000 2,000 








Unclaimed deposits vs | 647,427 | 4,50,852 | 4,41,934 | 5,10,000 | 4,560,000 | .5,00,000 
Treasure-trove —... ooh he's | 97 126 | on oop 
Sale-proceeds vf Durbar presents} 8,005 | 1,095 960 | 2,000 1,000°| "1,000 
Sale of old stores and materials 1,449 | 8,286} 8,822 2,000 | 4,000 4,000 
Qalé of lande'aid Houses, ato. | 9,712 | 681 880 1,000 2,000 2,000 
Fees for Government audits _... 16,690 | 18,104 62,604 66,000 74,000 77,000 
Rents ie oa 18,999 | "10,251 11,160} 14,000 14,000 14,000 
Miscellaneous fees, fines and : . 

forfeitures ose Soe 7,292 6,751 22,409 9,000 8,000 7,000 
Coritributions 2) tse mee ae rosy 20,000 80,000 
Extraordinary items Ae 4,455 oo  |* 80% =i wen vate 
Miscellaneous Sf ut 79,588 | 68,396 54,909 | 75,000 | 63,000 63,000 

Sisal Repose e) ons args otine 
Total we | 7,541,242 | ° 6,65,563 | 6,07,227 seen 6,50,000 | 6,70,000 











_—_—————— 





REVENUE. 


_ Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 6,99;000 for 1919-20, the revised 
estimate for this year has been fixed at Rs. 6,50,000. In view of the actuals of 
the first nine months of the current year, the original estimates of Rs. 5,10,000 
and Rs. 75,000 under the heads‘‘ Unclaimed deposits ’’ and ‘‘ Miscellaneous ”’ 
have been fixed at Rs. 4,50,000 and Rs. 63,000 in the revised estimates, while 
on the latest actuals the revised estimate under ‘‘ Fees for Government audits ”” 
has been raised from Rs. 66,000 to Rs. 74,000. The increase of Rs. 10,000 
under the head ‘‘ Contributions ’’ is mainly due to the part payment of the 
advance taken by the Hooghly-Chinsura -Municipality last. year. The 
estimate for 1920-21 is Rs. 6,70,000, and includes Rs. 5,00 for 
* Unclaimed deposits Mi 


*¢ TY; q 1 i; 000. : “MM 1 3 ir Nid 
sa uncertain sources of revenue, and Rs. 77,000 for ‘‘ Fees for Government _ 
woiibe. baer aaa researc ange 


\ 
* r Z : 
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The Budget. i ae 
Expenditure, , 
‘ ee Budget | -hevieod Budget 
: —_ ART TERT aR es <I “TR ee Estimate, | Estimate, | Estimate, 
| 1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1910-20. | 1919-80. | 198081. 
1 jee a SR ot a Pe 7 
Ep SE OE Se Pe ss Ne alte ae ; nal / 
Rs. Rs. | Its, Ra. Rs. H Rs. 
Peace Celebrations /.. oS eT eT | arn a 1,26,000 
* War Boards—Publicity Board ... | * ; 60,699 | ase 60,000 | 
Charges for search of hidden } , | : 
treasure ‘ 380 33 109 | eae ave sot , 





Miscellaneous charges for the | 
treatment of patients at the \ | ' 
Pasteur Ltistitute : Sis 1,968 | 2,519 5,482 | 3,000 | 6,000 6,000U : ; 
Rewards for proficiency in orieh- ‘ | | | | 
tal languages aud allowances | | | 
to. Language Examination | | 1% 
Committees “ * 21,253 14,004 10,982 | 14,000 14,000 14,000 








Cost of books and publications 604 | 2,125 1,200 600 a see 
Donations for charitable purposes 64,486 | 57,717 | 1,27,110 76,000 65,000 73,000 
Charges on account’ of Kuropean , y | 
__, vagrants seg a 7,885 | 5,237 6,108 | 6,000 8,00 8,000 
Rewards for destruction of wild | . | . 
animals iY ips 14,623 |* 16,108 | 8,355 16,000 , = 10. 000 13,000 
Petty establishments ve 22,772 | 21,969 | 21,746 22,000 | 23,000 22,000 
Special commissions of enquiry | 3,509 | tae | ove 10,000 20,000 | 15,000 
Irrecoverable temporary Joans | | i - 
written off ba w+ | 10,620 1,51,755 | 3,567,578 | 10,000 | 10,000 | __ 10,000 
Rents, rates and taxes | 28.229! "81,502 | '32\950 | 32.000 | 33,000 | 83,000 
Contributions a aa 8,043 | 4,626 | 83,866 | 8,000 | 4,000 6,000 
Miscellaneons and unforeseen | | 
charges i we 50,246 | 10,065 | ~—-12,489 | 3,21,000 | 1,95,000 | 7,380,000 
Miscellaneous refunds we) 18,185 j 8,825 9,724 12,000 | 12,000 12,000 
Annual stipends to holders of | ; ‘ 
: literary titles =... ons 1,900 | 2,400 1,998 2,300 2,000 2,000 


Subscription to pericdicals —... 3,633 | 794 3,969 1,000 1,000 |, 1,000 
Luinp provision for grain.com- | : 
pensation and other allowances | | 
to be distributed under — the ! | | | 
' 

















varioux heads os ie sat 4,00,000 a 15,00,000 
For rounding | 1cu o> ave 
et —S a —_— _—_: 
Total w| 247,886 | 324,679 | 6,94,265 | 934,000 | 5.88,000 | 24,45,000 
| | , 








EXPENDITURE. 


The estimate for 1919-20 was originally fixed at Rs. 9,34,000, but in the Pages 196 to 198, 
revised estimate this has been reduced to Rs. 5,88,000. The large reduction, 
which is more apparent than real, is chiefly due to the adjustment, under 
appropriate heads, of the expenditure sanctioned by His Excellency from his ; 
allotment for petty grants, of expenditure on grain compensation allowance, . 
and to the re-appropriation of the reserve provision of Rs. 2,00,000 in order \ 
_ to meet expenditure under other heads. he reduetion would have been 
larger, but for an expenditure of Rs. 1,25,000 for the free distribution of’cloth , 
to the poor onthe occasion of the Peace Celebrations. The revised estimate 
also includes Rs. 1,51,000 for the maintenance of détenus under the Ingress 
into India Ordinance and the Defence of India Act. The expenditure on 
these accounts formerly used to be debited to the head ‘‘ 25—Political,”’ but 
it has been decided to record them under this head from this year. 
Besides including the usual provision of Rs. 40,000 for allotment of petty 
grants by His Excellency, Rs. 4,00;000 for payment of grain compensation 
allowance, Rs. 75,000 for gratuitous relief and: Rs. 2,00,000 as a genera! 
reserve. for unforeseen requirements, the coming year’s estimate includes 
_ Rs. 25,000 for the maintenance of détenus, Rs. 2,00,000 for-raising the contract 
- contingent grant of officers in cases where, consequent on the increase in work 
and rise in the price of articles of stationery, such a course will be found AS, 
_ Necessary, Rs. 11,00,000 to give effect to the scheme for the improvement of the = ° se 
. pay of menials and for the grant of war allowance to menials and low-paid 
_ @lerks, for which the sanction of the Government of India has been asked 
..for,-Rs. 1,50,000 to meet the necessary expenditure in connection with 
Peacunewene wponty ; - ‘ : 





Page 199. 


Pa 199 and 
200. 


Page 21. 


Page 21. 


Page 200. 
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reparations for the int uction of the Reforms scheme, and Rs. 8,000 ° 


. The Budget. 
or 


towards the maintenance of a 
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cone i ie 


33—Famine Relief. . 








Expenditure, 
‘nae i Budget | Revised | Budget 
Pah Pv Raat) i aaa estimate, | estimate, estimate, 
1916-17. 1917-18, 1918-19, | 191920. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. 
ae ln tt a, 
ig Sere pa Toe: PARRA Bs» Re. 
Famine relief L387 | as 8,626 - 50,000 | 8,15,000 | ». 25,000 














Owing to the outbreak of famine in the Bankura district and the 
Brahmanbaria subdivision of the Tippera district and to the damage caused 
in Eastern Bengal by the cyclone of September last, regular oe gh mt for 
the relief of distress had to be undertaken, which accounts for the large 
expenditure in the revised estimate for the current year. Besides the direct 
expenditure shown under this head, large sums were also advanced to cul- 
tivators in the affected areas, ais 
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XXIX and 42—irrigation Major Works. 







































Revenue. ‘ 
1 
+ al Budget | Revised | Budget 
—_ y estimate, | estimate, estimate, 
1916-17, | 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20. | 1919-20, | 1920-21. 
| aah 
Rs. Re. Rs. Rs. - Rs. Re. 
In charge of Public Works R 
officers— : 
Direct receipts + | 2,89,732 | 2,78,301 | 3,04,875 | 2,80,000.| 3,00,000 3,00,000 
} EiAbt PVRS BA ahs peck Danae Weesrars eo a a ms, 
Provincial share (one-half) ASE} 1,389,151 | 1,52,437 | 1,40,000 | 1,50,000 1,50,000 


’ REVENUE. 

The small increase in the revised estimate, as compared with the sanction- 
ed estimate for 1919-20, is chiefly under navigation receipts, due-to the 
continuance of the diversion of railway goods traffic on account of the shortage 
of railway wagons, to boat traffic on the Hijli Tidal Canal. The budget 
estimate for 1920-21 follows the revised estimate for the current year on the 










































assumption that such boat traffic will continue during the next year. 
Expenditure. 
| AGTUALS, | q 
| Budget Revised Budget 
_ | estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17, : 1917-18, | 1918-19. | 1919-20. | 1919-20, | 1920-21 
, : | 
aes, Eite iwek. ——— > aot DE 
Rs. | Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. Re. 
Interest on debt + | 3,80,804 | 348,526 | 349,410)! 3.49,000 | 3,49,000 | 349,000 
Provincial share (one-half) 1,65,402 | 1,74,268 | 1,74,705 | 1,75,000 1,76,000 | 1,75,000 
. re cae  Saesapi 1 eos ie 
Working expenses in charge of | cat 
Public Works officers — , i 
Works. (extension and im- 681 | 189 | 1,228 | 4,000 3,800 11,500 
provements). | ; 
Maintenance and repairs ...| 72,505 | 86,711 | 1,483,892 | 1,12,000 | 1,20,000 sh.o0d , 
Establishment 98,022 68,848 | 83,201 | 63,500 | "68,500 | 85,000 
Other items* 19,596 | 15,601 5,264 | 23,500} 37,700 | 35,500 
“Total ee! 1,85,804 | aaeee 2,03,000 . 2,25,000 [226,000 
Provincial share (6i-half) | 92,902 5,650 | 1,15,543| 1,02,000 1,138,000 -1,18,000 


“ * - ‘ ‘ ; en ee ; or Ue 
Ms : : po Sigh om a aay 

/ " ‘ shag ‘ pets ee ig hanes 

tac mei tM SA a Sy a Jas Sa 
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Wibgicre Stenasilk EXPENDITURE. Br 
_ Against the budget estimate of Rs. 2,03,000 for 1919-20, the revised Page 200. 
estimate for this year has been fixed at Rs. 2,25,000. The small increase in 
the revised estimate is mainly due to the change in procedure under which 
rovision for tools and plant of the wm Division is made under this major 
‘head instead of both under Major and Minor Works as under the old system. 
The estimate for 1920-21 follows the revised estimate for this year and provides 
for the ordinary requirements of the department. 


. 
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XXX and 43.—Minor Works and Navigation. nas 

















































Revenue. ; : pe 
: | Page 21 ~ . 
pac Budget Revised Badget | 
easy Spel ; estimate, | estimate, |. estimate, 
ata 1917-18. | 1918-19, | 1919-20.) 1919-20, | 1920-21. 
} i 
“In charge of the Civil Depart-! Rs. | Re. Rs. Re |. Ras Re, 
ment— mites \ { ‘ 
Recoveries on account of lands 
benefited by embankments, 49,879 44,256 49,882 | 58,000 58,000 62,000 
SES aE ES Cini Ca —— 
Provincial share (one-half) vet * 24,940 | 22,128 24,941 | 29,000 | 29,000 e 
Total in charge of the Public —————— 9 ee enn —_— ~ 
. Works Department, 7,84,497 | 8,47,392 |. 9,47,975 | 10,00,000 | 8,50,000 | 9,00,000 
. Provincial shure (one-half)... | 8,92,248 | 4,23,696 4,738,988 | 5,00,000 | 4,25,000 | 4,50,000 


. 





i ee a 


REVENUE. b 

. The Sopp ee sources of revenue under this head are from navigation Page 21. 
tolls. on the Calcutta and Eastern Canals and the Madaripur Bhil Route. 
Owing to the scarcity of railway wagons there was an increase in water-borne 
goods traffic, and, therefore, following the revised estimate for 1918-19, the 
budget estimate for 1919-20 was fixed at Rs. 10,00,000. The actuals of the 
last year, however, amounted to Rs. 9,47,975, and in consideration of the 
actuals of the first nine months of the current year, the revised estimate for 
this year has been fixed at Rs. 8,50,000. - In expectation of a small incréase Pf 
in water borne traffic due to the widening of the Madaripur Bhil Route; the 
budget estimate for 1920-21 has been placed at Rs. 9,00,000. 


\ 

















































Expenditure, 
ation’ l Page)201. 
: 4 Budget Revised Budget 
—- TEE Ps aa ~~~! estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17. | 1917-18, | 1918-19. 1919-20, | 1919-20. 1920-21. 
Rs. Rs. | Re. | Rs. Rs. Re. 
In charge of Civil officers eee 1,705 1,579 | 1,892 | 2.000 2,000 2,000 
Provincial share (one-half) —... | 790 | 946 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 
| | — _—$ $$ —}_—___ 
In charge of Public Works , : rant 
. Officers — | ' | 
Works ose ++ | 6,39,337 | 5,40,662 | 10,55,799 | 18,86,450 | 14,47,815 | 22.67,550 
Repairs vo ++ | 7,86.349 | 11,16,808 | 9,98,912 | 7,97,930 | 8,97,811 | 9,26,800 
Ve Establishment s+ | 4,97,752 | 5,41,403 | 4,99,786. | 641,500 | 541,500 | 7,81,500 
, Other items ... nee 78,981 | 1,44,264! 35,680 } 1,80,120 | 163.874) 1,09,150 
Total es | 20,02,419 | '23,43,137 | 25,90,177 |" 35,06,000 | 30,50,000 | 40,85,000 
Provincial share (one-half)... | 10,01,210 | 11,71,568 | 12,95,089 | 17,538,900 | 15,25,000 | 20,42,000 
{ 





: ; EXPENDITURE. 
... _ To the original sanctioned estimate of Rs. 35,06,000 for 1919-20, a sum Pace 901 
- of Rs. 1,94,000 has heen added during this year by transfer from the sani- '**? 7°" 
_ tation grant for expenditure on anti-malarial schemes, so that the total amount | 


. 


Nw 





f Page 21. 


3 ‘ake a 


eat 


In charge of the Civil Depart-} 2,90,949 | 1,38,959 |“ 1,39;390 |» 1,69,000 


~ ' 
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available for expenditure under this head stands at Rs. 87 00,000. Con- 


sidering, however, the actuals of 1918-19, which amounted to Rs. 25,90,177, 
and the first nine months’ actuals of the current year, the revised estimate __ 
for 1919-20 has been fixed at Rs, 30,50,000. The large saving in the current — 
year is mainly due to the non-utilization of the provisions for drainage projects 
and for the formation of a new waterways division for the management and 
development of the inland waterways in the districts of Khulna, Jessore, 
Faridpur and Bakarganj, owing to the paucity of superior officers. Fe 


- the continuance of the schemes already undertaken, the budget for 1920-21 
provides Rs. '7,00,000 for widening the Madaripur Bhil Route, Rs. 6,50,000 


for rebuilding the Kidderpur bridge, Rs. 1,00,000 and Rs. 40,000 for mitiga- 


-ting the effects of floods in the Hoorhoora Kha! and in the Sagarputal Bakshi 
‘Bazar Bund, eepenayeys Rs. 1,04,602 for the Amirabad, Rs. 85,186 for the 
f 


Pichaboni and Rs. 1 lakh for the Bullee Bhil drainage projects.. The comin, 
year’s estimate also includes a provision of Rs. 16,000 for coal barges, an 

. 2,00,000 for the construction of two bridges over the Circular Canal. 
In the hope that officers will be available next year, the provision of Rs. 85,000 
has been repeated in the next year’s budget for the construction of buildings, 
in “Sarmiepge with the establishment of a new permanent waterways division 
at Khulna. 


XXX! and 45—Civil Works. 









ACTUALS. 





Budyet | Revised | Budget 
estimate, | estimate, | estimate, 
1919-20, | 1919-20, | 1920-21. 





1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19, 





pS 
Rs. Rs, Re. Ks. 











ment, 


5,66,507 | 4,79,016 | 8,39,669 | 5,556,000 








In chargeof the Pablic) Works 
Department. 


chaser; SH cence NGA ic 


i] 





, 
Total «| 8,57,456 617.975 | 9,79,059 7,24,900 


REVENUE, : i 

Civil Works in charge of Civil Ujficers.—-The bulk of the revenue under 
this head’ is from tolls. Considering the first nine months’ actuals of the 
current year, the revised estimate has been fixed at Rs. 1,45,000. As a sum 
of Rs..3 lakhs is expected next year by the sale of a portion of the land~ 
of the Alms House and the bui ae thereon, to the Calcutta Improvement — 
Trust, the budget estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 4,45,000. 
_» Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department.——Considering _ 
the progress of actuals, and the fact that the Corporation of Caleutta have 
paid: the balance of Rs. 55,000 in full satisfaction of the cost of the Ka 


outpost site taken by them, the revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed 






at Rs. 6,00,000. As no special receipt is ex next 
for. the coming year has been placed at Rs. 5,00,000. 


Preise? te te 


year, the estimate =~ 


“ 
. 
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fe MAP Dey FRRIATN ee ¥ t 


Budget.’ | Rovised 











“Fa Bride bate 
‘ are gs estimate, estimate, | estimate, 
1916-17. | 1917-18. | 1918-19. 1920-21. 


1919-20, 1919-20... 


Si : / Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Ra. Ra 





Tn charge of Civil officers ©... | , 7,84,342 12,24,608 | 11,42,128 | 15/64,000 | 11,69,000 12,560,000 


a Sete ; 
In charge of, Public Works | 56,55.883 | 77,95,690 | 92,34,411 |1,13,00,000 1,05,00,000 | 1,26,74,000 


CRIT Tae eee ee a oe a ee 
’ 
aoe 

















Total 64,389,725 | 90,20,298 |1,03,76,534 |1,28,64,000 |1,16,69,000 | 1,39,24,000 | 
; EXPENDITURE. | 
Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers.—Commissioners of Divisions Pages 202 and — 
and Collectors of districts have been empowered, with reference to the recom- * Bar| 
mendations of the Decentralization Commission, to make discretionary pai: | 
grants for general purposes of a public: nature calculated to be of benefit to ‘A coe 
their distriets. The expenditure so incurred is budgetted for under this head j 
in the first instance, and the actual charges incurred are subsequently 
adjusted to the appropriate heads of accounts. This partly accounts for the 
reduction in the revised estimate, but the main cause is the transfer to the head _, 
‘* 91--Ports and Pilotage ’’ of a sum of Rs. 3,25,000 for payment of a grant 
to the Port Commissioners for the improvement of the port of Chittagong. 
' The estimate for the year 1920-21 includes the following :— 
Rs. 
. Augmentation grant Regan = ‘... 8,15,000 
Grant to the Calcutta Improvement Trust ... 1,50,000 
Special grants at the disposal of Divisional 
Commissioners and Collectors ... 1,52,000 ; 
Civil Works in.charge of Public Works Department.—The large reduc- page 204. 
tion in the revised estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for 
the current year, is due to the inability of the department to utilize the, ee 
budget provision in full. In the hope that better progress will be made next re 
ear the estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 1,26,74,000. The table es 
- below shows re position :— cronies | 
a My Budget 1919-20 | Budget 1920-21. ‘ Niele 
Rs. * Rs. | 
_ Establishment Bean tris +» 12,40,000 15,85,000 
Tools and plant wis sei 50,000 91,000 
: Stock and suspense 3 w. 10,000 Be tt, Dan Man ‘ ‘ 
Peeves Repairs <i wus 82,00,000 * 34,21,000 , 
Riadiarsii Works in progress a es» 20,72,000 — 60,50,000 
whlaaaige New works (including minor works) ..,  47,28,000- 35,17,000 
; Total —° —.,:1,13,00,000 . 1,46,74,000 
Deduct—Probable savings . a ra 20,0,000 i cee 
Ha m Total es 1,13,00,000 1,26,74,000, Reis ee 
Si 


Owing to the inability of the department to work up to the full budget , 
umme this year, larger provision under works in progress has been 
de in the next year’s budget for the completion of works already com- > pa 
- This, together with the further provision in the coming year’s 
e for new urgent works, necessitates larger provision under“ Establish- 
1s ”’ As a number of buildings have been dam- | 









», larger provision has also been made for their ha 
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As no-income-tax is leviable on the amount on which the Excess Profits Pages 205 and 
“Tax is assessed, the original estimate provided for an assignment of 
Rs. 19,75,000 payable by Government of India, as compensation, to this 
Government on account of the loss of income-tax, at the rate of 6 pies for 
the rupee, on the sum of Rs. 6,25,00,000 estimated as theExcess Profits 
tax this year. -As, however, the total yield on account of the enhanced rates 
of taxation is appropriated by the Government of India in full, this Govern- 
ment cannot claim compensation at a higher rate than 2} pies for the rupee, 
on Rs. 6,25,00,000 and a sum of Rs. 8,13,000 only, has therefore been entered 
in the revised estimate as compensation payable by the Government of India 
_ to this Government. A sum of Rs. 2,37,000 was provided as a contribution 
to the Bihar and Orissa Government for the construction of the Ranchi 
Lunatic Asylum for Indians. In the revised estimate only Rs. 1,97,000 has 
been provided for the purpose as estimated by that Government. In accord- 
ance with the instructions received from the Government of India, a provision 
of Rs. 1/22,000-has also been made in the revised estimate as the share payable 
by this Government to the Government of Bihar and Orissa, of the cost of the 
upkeep of the European lunatics sent by this Government to the Ranchi 
Lunatic Asylum. These items account mainly for the reduction in the revised 
estimate for the current year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate 
for 1919-20. The fall would have been larger but for some additional 
‘grants given by the Government of India, of which the following are the 
most important :— 


Rs. 
For the payment of a grant to the Port Com- 
‘missioners, Chittagong, for the purchase 
of a dredger, me ... 8,00,000 


Grant to Sir J. C.” Bose for scientific research 1,00,000 


é Grant for agricultural education .. 75,000 
Transfer from Imperial as India’s share for anti- 
malarial irrigation schemes ws» 97,000 


The budget estimate for 1920-21 shows a plus entry of Rs. 28,02,000 
against a minus entry of Rs. 20,30,000 in the revised estimate for the current 
year. This is due to the fact that in yiew of the very large increase expected 
in income-tax revenue next year, this Government will have to pay a 
larger assignment to the Government of India in connection with the new 
scheme of taxation, whereas, owing to the abolition of the Excess Profits 
Tax, no compensation will be peye le by the Government of India to this | 
Government.in the coming year. These, together with the fact that no special 

ants are ex ted in 1920-21, result in the payment by this Government to 
e Imperial Exchequer of a sum of Rs. 28,02,000 next year. 


‘ 


Wiis 


ot oat ‘A. MARR, 
mn 8 HY _ Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, Financial Dept. xe 


‘ The 27th March 1920. 





‘ 
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APPENDIX A. 


List of Public Works Department New Works for wone-eh. 


Rie 


458,—clvi Works—Pubiic Works Department, 


Rs, 
Research tannery building ay rags ri 9 Foe 40,000 
Survey office building Re, Ry 2 Case 80,000 8! 
Pabna-Bogra Settlément i ee om 60,000 
_Sub-Registry office, Hasnabad’ nt ; a 12,700 
Additions and alterations to Fenwick aks Police 
building to convert it into an office for the new Traffic 4 
Department a 60,000 
Reconstruction of Police baildings destroyed nt eeudee 5,00,000 
Buildings for Dacca University .., “oak ae 455,000 
For a Muhammadan College‘in Calcutta seestd's wit 50,600 
Temporary barracks, Dacca Lunatic Asylum .,, 43s 7,350 | 
Bathrooms, etc,, Swarnomayi hostel } iy 16,000. 
Construction of outhouses, at 3 Lee Road for the Nursing, 
Superintendent, Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital A 6,500 


Land acquisition for servant’s quarters, Medical College 3,00,000 
Replacing gear of the electric hai is lift. in Govern- 


ment House, Calcutta ... 12,000 
Acquisition of land at Asausol for the e development of the 

civil station “80,000 
~ uisition of land at Nonk ali ins view of the erosion of ; 

that town Per : Me «++ * 2,00,000 — 

New Council Chamber ... | gg ee 75,000 . 
Improvement of the Bethune snags vies to 50,000 
For the Calcutta Technical School . +» 2;00,000 
For the Civil Engineering College extdaaion at ‘Ribpox se -2,00,000 
For the Chittagong Collegiate School building ye 75,000 


For the construction of two pavilions for the accommoda- 
tion of surgical patients at the Campbell Hospital ss  1,16,000- 


For the installation of electric fans in the Baker and 





Fraser wards of the Campbell Hospital ee <-> .126,000,. 
For the land acquisition in connection with the a hoa Pa pied 

the Medical College _,., oy «ee 2,75,000. 

“s —. , 

Total av) B0,16,550 

For rounding hit pn «ee wey 450 

igs _ 80,17,000- 

For minor works grant mart ei -» — 5,(0,000 





Net Total .». 85,17,000 
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ere 


The Budget. = — tae 
APPENDIX C. 


OBLIGATORY. 


Statement of expenditure which will be met out of the Rs. 9) lakhs im- 
perial grant and out of the unspent balance of the imperial grants. 


1.—Sanitary Schemes. 












: Rs. 
1. Dacca sewerage ° ~ Ae +» — 7,00,000 
2. Midnapore water-supply we ~ +s / 1,238,000 
3. Comilla water-supply ... ion See 50,000 
4, Narayanganj water-supply as ioe 50,000 
5. Asansol water-supply ... “rt one 50,000 
6. Kurseong drainage ose! wast ce 28,000 ; 
7, Krishnagar water-supply es ese 44,000 
8. Budge-Budge drainage ... ana sam 9,500 
9. Quinine grants ose mr “ae 75,000 
10. Anti-malarial survey ... aD te asp 20,000 
11, Anti-malarial measures in the schools in the * 
Chittagong Hill Tracts oes se 1,000 
12. Calcutta sewerage experiment see eee 5,00u 
13. Cateutta Fringe area drainage oh iogn 45,000 
14. Contributions for sanitary inspeciors Sie 12,000 
15, Contribution towards the pay of district health : . 
officers ...5 oe) aa soe 45,000 
' 16. Dacca conservancy + Sam ae 7,500 
17. Vital statistics (special establishment) Se 6,700 
18. Subordinate Sanitary service ~  .,, a 10,000 
19, Emergency fund for epidemic | ,,, ns 23,300 
20. ‘Training of sub-inspectors and second class 
health officers pa das naa? 7,000 
‘21. For school hygiene whe eee ee 15,000 
22, For course of training to qualify for appoint- 
ments as district health officers “6 5,000 
23. Expenses during the prevalence of bubonic and 
other plague ose ods yon 12,500 
24, Expenses during prevalence of malaria ink 3,000 
, Chemical and contingencies for laboratories .., 10,000 
26. Hook-worm enquiry... math * ase 1,00,000 
27. Investigation of river pollution .,, ar 12,500 
28. Publicity bureau oie ove av 50,000 
* 29, Kala-azar survey ah. nie oy bap 15,090 
30. Establishment of a laboratory for the analysis 
“of water and-food -,,, av La 5,000 
' 31, Anti-stegomiya measures in the ports of = . ° 
Calcutta and Chittagong on 3 20,000 
82. For Child Welfare work wéa nee 30,000 
33, For Anti-malarial survey of the area in “the 
vicinity of Caleutta -...* at ies 25,000 
: ‘ 
. Total «+ —16,15,000 ‘ 
1.—Anti-malarial Schemes. : 
(a) WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT AT GOVERNMENT COST, 
Rs. 
1. Saraswati .., ses oh 40,000 
2, Baragachia ... on oe 9,000 
3. Monikhali ... one pas 31,000 
80,000 : 
(6) WORKS TO WHICH GOVERNMENT WILL CONTRIBUTE. / / , 
Rs. i hs 
1. Jabuna” .., pss be 50,000 hy 
2. Amta se ron oa 50,000 4 ; 
3. Engineering surveys  ... eis 10,000 . 
y ——___ 1,10,000 
f (c) NEW ScHEMEs. 
1. Anjuna... BEG ids BS ss 
. 2. Dhunia ..... eee pa } -1,25,000 : oy 
. 8. Arapanch ... sae 2 Gene 
‘ GRAND ToTaL if : oe 7 ee ene 
ahs Deduct probable savings nd Dhow nn? Beau sh 78 sa 
Beis verry tinh Go re 
< Me Ma Dy adele ge ; , aie a 
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The Budget. 
APPENDIX D. 


OBLIGATORY. 


43.—Irrigation—Minor Works and Navigation, 


Coal barges aon ee 
Widening of Madaripur Bi! route 
Rebuilding Kidderpore bridge 


For mitigating effects of floods— 


(a) Uchinala project on tes 
(+) Sagarputal-Bakshi Bazar Bund eee 

~(¢) Hoorhoora khal ° 
Amirabad drainage project ove oes 

Pichaboni ditto 

Ballee Bil ditto fo 
Buildings for new Khulna Irrigation Division 
Two bridges over the Circtilar canal eee 
Total 


Provincial share 


“ 


oe 


Rs, 

16,000 
7,00,000 
6,50,000 


1,000 
40,000 
1,00,000 
1,04,602 
85,186 
1,00,000 
85,000 
.2,00,000 


20;81,788 


_ 


10,40,894 
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APPENDIX E. 
Statement of receipts ang Charges of District Boards and District Road 
Fund In Bengal. r 
RECEIPTS, 
























































si iste . oti, eat | Horan 
| Rs. Rap oe 
Land Revenue aS. his, | . 26,234 36,978 | 48,351 x 
Local Rates 69,74,046 69,51,887 71,44,559 
Interest 48,348 41,730 | 38,538 : 
Law and Justice—Courts of "2.899 3,269 3,178 : 
Police’ 332,591 | —3,36.996 3,387,518 
Education _ 15,98,270 13,86,203 14,38,462 ; 
Medical 1,382,807 1,835,233 1,29,879 
Minor Departments - 11,001 9,612 21,059 
Superannuation and Pension 3 
Stationery and Printing 593 1,000 , 700 
Miscellaneous 333,422 4,02,373 248,269 
Railways 80,405 71,000 71,000 
Minor Works 21,131 18,050 18,050 
Civil Works 14,40,594 18,11,951 12,92,611 
Debt, deposits and advances 7,84,504 9,82,495 6,97,750 
. sis belectietes : 4 
Total 1,17,26,275 1,16,88,777 1,14,89,924 
, =a = 
Opening balance 21,58,467 24,79.896 6,96.180 
| 
GRAND ToTAL 1,38,84,742 1,41,68,673 | 1,21,86,104 é 





“ j AJ 





,- eT TE ESTEE SAT * . 7 : my 























THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL pose! 
: ————— SS oxen pee rreeeraereeerseer . —— 
: The Budget. 
peer bs “CHARGES. . 
Actusley) 4 Revised |. Budge | ; 
aS se 1919-20. 1920-21" | api 
| Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Refunds Se 1,034 1,500 530 
Land Revenue 71 1,039 1,702 
Local, Rates 3,038,885 1,95,068 2.19.51 Inlie ane Proviso 
Interest | 1,27,243 1,19,124 121,826] churees of ihe oe 
General Administration...) 3,15,686 #56265 | 8,78,671.] bem iy Dhaa 
Law and Justice—Courts of 5,053 10,910 | 10,253 
Cilia eer 21,574 22,529 21,892 
Ports and Pilotage = ss74} 9,020 10,220 | 
Education on Bi 27,29,174 | 29,380,106 | 27, 62,396 
Medical a carts 9,97,398 12,10,972 13,32.612 
Minor Departments a 158,317 2,02,793 2,27,466 
depesetinastion and Pension 79,452 85,691 87,447 
Stationery and Printing ... 45,851° 49,876 43,805 
Miscellaneous... he 36,082 * $0,247 50,051 : 
Famine relief... met 69,507 1,74,075 7,000 
Railways on “i 50,000 34,000 33,000 
Minor Works... Se Reteieter 2,54,712 
Civil Works... ' | 56,483,084 | ~66,90,078 55,76,915 
Debt, deposits and advances 8,14,411 10,44,493 7,68,231 








_ 1,14,04,846 


Total 1,34,72;493 1,16,53,048 













Closing balancé 6,96,180, 5,33,056 


——— 


1,41,68,673 1,21,86,104 | 





* GRAND Toran 








Fy JP Seligoe) wpe gus 


sere 


406 THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, APRIL 7, 1920. _ 





The Budget ; Adjournment. 
Str Heniy Wheeler; the President. 
‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— ; 


4 


“The brief memorandum which is in the hands of the Hon'ble Members — 
draws attention to the few rhinor points which are deserving of notice in this 


connection.” 


oiled 


ADJOURNMENT. y 


' 


The Council was. adjourned to Wednesday; the 7th April, 1920; at 11 a.m. 
at Government House, Calcutta. 
A x 


_ 
*. . 


J. F. GRAHAM, 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 
Secy. to the Bengal Legislative Council. 


CaLcurta ; 


The 5th April, 1920. 
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PART IVA. 





Proceedings of. the Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstraciygf the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
, the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 
- Pitch fe 


The Council met in the Council Chamber at Government. House, 
Walcutta, on Wednesday, the 7th April, 1920, at 11 a.m. 


“ 


Present : 


His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawrence’ Jonn Lumury Donpas, 
Eart or RoNALpsHay, G.C.L¥:, Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, presiding. 

‘The Hon’ble Sik Henry Waeevrr, K.C.LE., C.8.1. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Gummine, cser., c..k. 


The Hon'ble Sir Bisay Cuanp Manran, K.G.8.b,  K.C.1WE., 10,.M,, 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


"The Hon/ble Mr. H. L. Srepwenson, c.s.1., c.1.8. 

‘The Hon'ble Sir CHarces SrevensoneMoore, K.C,LE., 0.V.0. 
‘The Hon'ble Masor-Genera W.H. B. ‘Ropinson, eve. 1.00.8. 
The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monanan, 

“¢ ‘The Hon'ble Mr. L. S. 8. O’Maxuey, ¢.1.4- 





The Hon’ ble haan PRrogenpra Kisnor Ray CHauprort. 


elni tee Ser bed a ys by ee) Sage ye 
The Hon'ble Basu Sunexpra’ ‘Nara RA ees piece sp oe 
The Hon'ble Basu Kisnort Mouan Cuavpuunt. 2 ec Rial 





The Hon'ble Me. G. N. ECR 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, Mim eo he ae se 


» The Hon'ble Mr. WO. Michie, “is ot ee ks | Pa os . 
The Hon'ble Mr. F, A. A, Cows, oF, a. ‘s - Gea 


7p hay? 
+ 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. Ww. Hornrut, 0K. , wy 
“The Hon'ble Mr. ©. W. Gurwen. a fe Aare ; rag 
The Hon'ble Kuaw Bauapur Macivi AMaNuL Iai yt 
The Hon’ ble ERG BE 38 | Batsup-Davia Amir-vL-Omran Hutan 


Sir Asi¥ Qapr Saryin Wasir ‘ALI Mirza Kuan Banapur Manapar 
JANG, K.C.8.1., K.0.V.0., Samad Bahadur of Murshidabad. | . 


fae 


that 


> 


Pr 


oat Sait 


’ 


«vy 4a 


The Hon’ble Sir RAJENDRA Mire MOOKERJEE,_K.C.LE. 
~The Hon’ble Sir Nuvratan Sarkar, Kr, 

The Hon’ble Mr, 0. _D. M. Brxpiey. 

The Hon’ble Mx. W. H. H. Arven-Woon, c.1.8. 


Phe Hon’ble Rasa Huisnixesu Lana, CLE, 


The Hon'ble Mr. M. Carucarr. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Cuunprr Mirrer, 0.1.8, 


- ‘The Hon’ ble Kumar Sure SHEKHARESWAR Ray. 


The Hon'ble Rar Depenper Cuunper Guose Banapur. “ Ge 
The Hon’ ble Rat Rapwa Ouaran Par Bawapor. 

The Hon’ ble Mr. R. M. Warson-Sarru,, , 

“The, Hon'ble Mr. W. H. Puea.ps. Gee at 
The Hon'ble Mr. G. A. Barney, ; Sagi 
The Hon’ble Mr. M. Asirar Ai Kuan ar Sat ‘ <i we « moe. to 
"The Hon'ble Matuyi A. K. "Fazi-01-Hag. Se re 


~ ‘The Hon’ble Kaan Sanip Aman an has SER ee 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arar: ‘Aut a atnelgey § Phi te. 3 
H rt ispaoe i é “ 


The Hon’ble Basu Sa Nari Ray Banapur. 
The Hon'ble Baru. Aku, Cuanpra Darta. sas M i 
The Hon'ble Rat. Manenpra Cuanpka Mirra Baiianon. TORN II 3 a bl 


t 






The Hon’ ble Basu Sagas Cuaron Cnasanuien Pah Mees are ai # 
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! Questions and Answers, : sf 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


3 The Hon’ble Mr. GC. W. Gurner made an oath of his allegiance to the von 
rown, | 


‘ 7 q ' 7 
? : - % A . 
. i 


\ 


“STARRED QUESTIONS. ‘ite 


The following questions, which had been starred, were put and answered :— 


By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— a 
i. “a Pay of the 
_ _ (@) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the pay of the lower sistent of the 
division assistants of the Bengal Secretariat has been recently raised ? Bengal _ af 
(b) If so, will the’ Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact penne) 
that the Legislative Department, which is a part of the Bengal Secretariat, 
has been excepted from the operation of the said scheme of revision of pay? . 
. (e) Ifso, why? : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


““(a) Yes. 

.(b) Yes. : 

(ec) The Legislative Department was only recently constituted a depart- 
ment/of the Secretariat. The conditions, which regulated the appointment 
and grading of clerks in that department in the past, were so widely different 
from those in force in the Secretariat, that it was considered advisable to 

‘ keep the ministerial establishment of the Legislative Department separate 
from the general cadre of Secretariat establishments, specially as the educa- 
tional qualifications of the former are markedly inferior to those of the 
latter. The pay of the clerical establishment of the Legislative ‘Department 
was reorganised on the Ist June, 1918, independently of any question of 
revising pay of the clerks in the other departments of the Secretariat. 

It will also shortly come under re-examination again in connection with 


the arrangements for the Reformed Councils.” 


. 
i “~ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


bt LD , \ Increase in the 
(a) Will the’ Government. be pleased to state whether they are contem- pay event 
plating increasing the pay of the veterinary inspectors ? ‘ : 
Jy 5 If so, to what amount ? ’ eae : 
(6 Are the Government considering the desjrability of allowing them 
travelling expenses according to the scale of the Civil Service Regulations? 
e.' bites 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:——__ . 


“(@) Veterinary « inspectors are paid on the scale -Rs. 100—5—175. 
It is not proposed at present to increase this scale. 
©") The question 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 5 


yy) 
ial 
“aes | 


rae 
. 


a 


(eit Se ar 
CS Balint ER Fee oy 


‘ not arise. be 


me at present draw travelling allowance accord- 
" . “ing'to the Civil Service Regulation.” — —~ eee " 





& 2! 

| "Tranefor of 

|, teachers from 

ef 2 Agere 
», schools 

Ms to Government 
ne 


= 


i ‘anisation 
Er 

» Provincial 

Judicial Service 


ew 
fr 


| mormal schools, 


to fe on the table the orders of the Secretary of State in the matter? Ee es 


ae Ee rs j be 
‘ f . te 5 Ha 2 
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: ‘ : q a Sw ; 
, ‘ ‘ Questions and Answers, —~ rate , 
By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— : 
“rd. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
teachers are very often transferred from Government high schools to normal 
training schools and vice versa ? / 
(b) If so, are the Government aware that the teachers in the Lower 
Subordinate Educational Service who have been recently transferred to . 
Government normal schools will suffer considerably in view of the fact that 
these schools have been excluded from the scheme published inthe Calcutta 
nomd of the 17th March,.1920, for the improvement of secondary educa- 
tion ¢ , ys 
(c) What measures are being adopted by the department for the redress 
of the grievances of these officers ? 


: © ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
“(a) Transfers of Government high school teachers to normal schools 


_. are not frequent and are ordinarily made on the application of the teachers 


themselves. Such transfers are sometimes accompanied by promotion. 


es. : 
i A scheme for,the improvement of the pay and’ ‘prospects of teachers 


‘in normal schools ‘is under the consideration of the Direetor of Public 


Instruction.” 
/ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


*IV. 
. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the proposed . 
Agricultural School at Chingurah has not yet been completed whereas the 
Dacca school has already been started ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the plan and estimates of the Chinsurah school have 
not yet been completed ? + eg 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


‘‘ (a) The Chinsurah work was delayed mainly on. account of the. 
difficulty in obtaining bricks, : 

( » The- detailed plans and estimates for the buildings originally pro-. 
posed for Chinsurah were sanctioned in May, 1919.° Plans and estimates 
for certain. additional buildings which are now considered necessary are 
under preparation.”’ ’ Wr stars 


’ 


‘UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. — eee 
\ (Answers to which were laid on the table.) F : Ty weheaigis 
By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— = 


(a) Will the Government be pleased ‘to state whether any sanction has 
been received from the Secretary of State regarding the proposed reorganisa- 
tion of the Provincial Judicial Service, in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Public Services Commission? > , Sa eae ce eee 

b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Government, be pleased 


“ 


: \ id yt 
. ‘ ipl a f ‘ es , 
XN ye sii “A inh 


\ 


the Government circular on the subject.’ 


Pant 1YA)] THE CALCUTYA GAZEDTR, MAY 3, Sr nee a 
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‘ a ) ¢. e 


Questions and Answers, 


__(¢) Are the Government aware that a feeling exists that until any re- 
opr is given’ effect to or announced, it will-be difficult for provincial . t 
judicial officers to make |the election about the new pension rules as directed + a 
m the India Government Resolution No. 1085 E. A., Finance Department, tae 
dated the 15th November, 1919? : a 

. (d) If so, are the Government considering the. desirability of extending ~ ie 

the time for making such election ? SDA pis 
(e) Will*the Government be pleased to state whether the actual period 4 

of continuous and non-continuous service put in by judicial ‘officers béfore ot ea 

confirmation will be taken into account in granting time scale increment in San 

’ respect of the proposed re-organisation ? ; : 


. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“ (a) The Secretary of State has passed orders -detining leading ‘prin- meet | 
ciples and suggesting certain lines of action. The scheme to be adopted in «| 
Bengal is under discussion with the Government of India and it is hoped pee | 
that a final decision will shortly be arrived at. ei 
__'(b) Government do not propose to lay the Secretary of State’s state- 
ment on the table at this stage. ; ‘ 

Ve) Yes. : LAM 

(d@) An order extending the period within which the option should be i 
exercised is under issue, i 


(e) The matter is still under consideration.”’ 


By the Hon’bie Maulvi Abul Kasem:— : ng 
2. ; 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the proportion of Representation of 
Hindus and of Muhammadans to the total population in the Mymensingh Mtbemmadans 


: AAS. PO Local and 
district and the Tangail subdivision of that district? District Boards 


(5) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Hindu and #" Mymeneingh | 
Muhammadan members of the Escal Boards and the Mymensingh District a 
Board, elected and nominated by Government? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether in making nomi- “fA 
nations to these bodies full effect wasgiven to the Government resolution on * 
the subject of Muhammadan representation on local bodies ? ; 

_(d) Are the Government aware that a petition was submitted to the ¥ 
Magistrate in which it was alleged that there were several serious irregu- at 
larities in the election of members of the District Board by the member of ee 
the Tangail Local Board and that the petition was rejected without hearing oe 

“the petitioners or giving them an opportunity of establishing their case | aoe 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. 0’Malley:— 


“ (a) and (b) Statements are laid on the table. ek 
(c) In making nonfinations regard was‘ had to local circumstances and 


_. (@) Government are informed that a_ petition was submitted to the 
Di @ Magist: ee shat he did not forward it to the Commissioner as a 
jt"was’ couched. in ‘improper language. Two petitions received by the | 

Dciintieleent ware auenarert into.” ary Abide a Ms 


Ls . ‘sei ARG | 


wastes. 
Re Pym % 
Bae 

* 

< 

be el 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O”Malley:— 


‘of M.Av’s in Arta subjects and of M.A.’ and M So.’s ih» ience 
rare. Rte oe a Arts subjects do not receive preferential 
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“Questions and Answers. ) hea 
Statement referred to in ithe answer to question No, 2 (a) unstarred of 7th April, 
. 1920, showing the percentage to the total population of Hindus and 
Muhammadans in the Mymensingh district and Tangail subdivision. rine ut 


. Muhammadans. Hifdus, © 
Mymensingh district ve se ~ Nr agey” i 25 
Tangail subdivision z on ee 3 a =: MBPs 


Statement referred to in the answer to question No. 2b), unstarred, of Vth April, ; 
1920, showing the composition of the Mymensingh District. Board and* Local 







































Boards. é 
a Re bai rte 
| TOTAL NOMBER OF MEMBERS aPpointED, | TOTAL munpiitov Sinise 
SXor'{ "aha'Local Bouras.” | Sumber ot ; 574 Ries. 
i Hxvoftelo.| Hinds. | Miun’ | Totus. | Hindu. | uname | Total. 
‘ ot : 
1. |Mymensingh  Dis- 24 2 Tile 8 12 | 3 9 12 
trict Board, . | 
2 | Sadar Local Board © 18 ete 2 4 6 .| 4 8 12 
8 |Jamalpur) Loc? 15 |. 3 2 5 | “40 10 
Board. | | 
H mR p 
4 | Kishoreganj., Local 15 1 2 2 5 5 5 10 
Board. ' 
% | Netrokona — Local 12 1 le | 8 4.) 6 2 t> 
Board. y 
6 | Tangail Local 18 ay 4 2 6 | 2 10 12 
Board. | es 
. { aS as pie es ee 





By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
z. Ps 


~ @ Is it a fact that M.A.’s and M.Se.’s in science subjects are rarély 
appointed directly to the Provincial Service, however brilliant their academic 
careers may be, while in Arts subjects even second class M,A.’s are directly 


~ 


appointed to the higher service? 


b) Is it also a fact that science graduates liave to serve rm | yearsin . 
the Subordinate Educational Service Totus they get into the Provincial: 
Educational Service? a. ie 

_(c) Are the Government aware that as a result/of this differentiation - 
the science graduates, who are fortunate enough to get appointments in the 
higher service are always in lower grades and in inferior positions than their 
class friends, and many of their juniors who took up Arts subjects? 

* . Om? J ve at ee ech I 


* 


? 


\ 


nee § 


'_ ** (a) Direct appointments to the Provincial 






aD 
ed (Th view of the reply 


A 


to (a) this question does not arise.”” 


‘ 
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Questions and Answers. - wane ee 

“Mab Gh Honate that ‘Sabai coll Mitra Bahadur:— | 

4. ¢ % ie 
ou 


a as Will the Government be | ee to staté tec what college and The Officiating " 
in what year the present officiating Director of Agriculture passed ae Be. 1 Direction ae te 


(6) Is he a pass or an honours graduate ? epee 


(c) Did he take Agriculture as a subject for the B.Sc. d ‘s gt 
subsidiary subject ? rs q ee Ste ooh 


(@) What other subjects had he for the degree? ' - <a 
(e) How long did he study Agriculture? meer | 


(f) What was his previous experience in the following subjects :-— 


(7) demonstration work and other district organisations; ag 

_ (vi) administration of big staff; one i 

- (iit) agricultural statistics; ar 
(iv) office routine and control ; eet ~ a 

¢) agricultural engineering, i.¢., laying\out of farms, construction. of aye 
buildings and roads, etc. ; "and ae 

(vi) crops other than jute, ¢.g., sugarcane, tobacco, potatoes paddy ne be 
Sonar ae 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— rs s 4 
** (a), (b),(c) and (d) The Hon'ble Member is doubtless referring to the 
answer given to his unstarred question No. 9 of the 5th March, 1920. Further ie 
information has -now> been obtained. .The officiating Director of Agri- 4 
culture took’ a pass em ee in science at the University of Wales in 1899. Mensa 
For his degree he took chemistry and physics. Subsequently in 1901 he passed) | 


‘the Intermediate examination of the Institute of Chemistry, of which he 
earn a Fellow in 1914. He also obtained the University diploma at the ° 
niyersity of Wales in agriculture in 1897, for which there was a separate 

course-which was not part of the science course. 
-(e) Two years for the diploma of agriculture. 
f), (®, (a), (tii), (iv) and (vi) He is an experienced officer who has been 
irect contact withthe practical working of the Agricultural Department fi 
in all its branches for the’ AR of his service. et. 
(v) The diploma in agriculture includes surveying and building 
. construction.”’ ' 


oa 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 


ain 5. if : 7 4 
Will*the Government be pleased to state whether the research and the The caadbaeh gah 
» administrative sections of the 3 ope Service are parts of the same unit administrative 


in hae 1 cond mp ae eats le, or are they different units? <r a 
38 ¢ ) Service. wha 
a des % Be ‘ .. aah. 5 . 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


sia: practice the research and administrative branches of the Agricul- - " 
tural are ordinarily'tredted as distinct; but Government are at wists 
Bone reine such ele de mat as are in their opinion suitable.”’ . 


f 


hye ake 
} 








ue ‘ Ti “ f ER igs pai 

4e ' ‘ am x . yeaa ee 
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aa Ch aa 4 ‘YH CALCUTTA ae way & 1920. teat va 











Be ~ a eee -_——— — — anna Wel ~ 
|” gl aaa . 

a $i Questions and Answers. 

a By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 
fae / ey ; . “ihn 
or 6. 

l. Numbet of (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a. sishseaiats Pope 

| “persons who the last 5 years giving the number of persons who have passed the different 


fe swt Caen examinations in Sanskrit conducted under the pace of Government, 
Examinations. together with the number of unsuccessful candidates ? 
BS) (b) Have the Government any idea as to the approximate nuihber of 


ee. private tols in eet and of persons who receive instruction in Sanskrit in - 
5. such tols Pagel . 
Pics (c) at 1s ie ial expenditure incurred by Government ‘during the 
E last 5 years for Sanskrit Stun in Bengal in tols and such other citer 
Be institutions 4 

E , 5. 
Bees Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

Bayes ow ‘« (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

a (b) The number of private tols is 1,570. Statistics of the number of 
Ke? persons under instruction are not available. 

(c) Rs. 2,91,204.” ‘ y ” 
ee | , . 

Bis! Statemént referred to in the answer to question No. 6 (unstarred) of the 7th April, 


1920, showing the names of candidates who have passed the different 

examinations in Sanskrit. conducted under the auspices.of Government, 

together with the number of unsuccessful candidates during ve years 

1915 to 1919. f 3 
| 


| TiTLe EXAMINATION 





' 
Finst Examination. isntu FEMS, 
































| 

lL. | 
Wat . ~ ¢ Year. + ata <ealeme To keeey 1 rae, seed Ps ire 

" 62 Successful; | Unsuccess- Ruidoedefal. Seanipeis: Sucbessful, | Unsuecess- 
Se a. | ful. | ful: ful, 
ley i f * ae Wee ees ee ERE” SE RE eee RL . uN 
Bees: aah ae | 2 8 | 4 6. 4 6 7. a 
"sh a ' 
Be ws.) 1,881) 2047, |, | 1,599 $42°"| 0d aah 

elf 

iy! 1916 |... 656 | Sl | | 606 | 715) 284 or 
3 1917) ..| 4, 689 | 890 TBR | 1M). OBL 4. LBOT 
tae 1089s (|, 792 | are | mae: | iba 365. | 800 
she I: R } pg 
ee 1919. a} 986 | aed TP. G91. wea | yas 380 
a Bisse: Ait le AROUSAL I WoT BIEL OES aa Rimmeie a ls aoe Ra 
£5, ; ce ee he Meee ee 
ee By the Hon'ble Babu Brajnara Kishor Ray hesmmioiis noob y 
Ba et 2a : Po a Re 
PiGteadstenhoabtenis (a) Regarding uiries referred to by the Hon'ble = eae % 
between in nig reply to she Senda the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, at: ae 


Cesta communication between Calcutta and Dacca, has nsf are 
cat 


f ‘ arrived at in the matter? LSB § 
Ra (b) Is it a fact, that the Government havesaddveneld we 


| Leloutta and. of the Council held on the 12th August, 1919,’6n the question of san 
80 


re 








Beers of India on the questibn of a railway line between nee and A Poet 
|< haar (c) If so, will the Government. eth poor of such 
Se ee communication an at what rae the ey rae ne 
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. abs Questions and Answers, . + "i 
_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— ; 
bet aes (a) No. % 


a b es. ‘a — 
aoria In September, 1919, the Government of India in the Railway Depart- 
"tent were asked to communicate their views on the general question of the 
‘Construction of railways or light railways in the area lying between the Padma 
and Dhalleshwari rivers, and more particularly on the improvement of rail- 
way communication between Dacca and Calcutta, consistent with the protec- 
_ tion of-the natural drainage and the sanitary condition of the area, After 
further correspondence the Government of India, Railway Department, in 
Febrnary, 1920, intimated their acceptance of the proposition that an examina- 
tion of the question of railway extension in that area should be undertaken 
by a committee consisting of railway, drainage and sanitary expert officers 
with the co-operation of a representative of the inland steamer companies, 
and have undertaken to nominate a suitable railway officer to conduct the 
inqniry as soon as circumstances permit.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: 
: , 


- (a) With reference to the reply to my unstarred question No. 42 of the 
5th March ast, has the attention of the Government heen drawn to the 
‘auswer-to question No, 1 asked at the meeting of the India Legislative 
Council on the 11th March, 1920, regarding the relative increase in the price 
of rice in the different districts of Bengal? : 

(b) Is it a fact that the statement made in answer to the said question 
shows that there has been no noticeable increase in price this year over the 
corresponding period of last year in any province except Bengal and Sindh 
and that there has been actually a decrease in the United Provinces, Punjab 
and the Central Provinges? 

~_(c) In view of the above, how far is the rise in price of rice in Bengal 

_ attributable to the change in the purchasing value of money (referred to in 

reply to my unstarred question No. 41 of the 5th March, 1920) or other non- 
local factors? — 


. 


‘ me * 
ah 


_- Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAipin:— 
n> a) Yes. 
». (b) Yes. . : s 
(c} Government adhere to the reply given in answer to the Hon’ble 
Member’s unstarred question No..41.of the 5th March, 1920. The Hon’ble 


Member must be aware that the widespread failure of the monsoon in the year 
~ 1918 led to famine and distress on an extensive scale in other parts of India 


Increase in the 
price of rice, 


with the usual result of a rise in prices. On the other hand, stocks of rice - 


were so plentiftl in Bengal before the end of the same year 1918 that it was 
a matter of anxiety at one time as to how to dispose’ of them. Therefore » 
Bengal was longer in feeling the full effect of the change’in the purehasing 
ilue of money or of other non-local factors on the pee of rice. In this 
“connection the Hon’ble Member is referred to the following remarks of the 
- ,Hon’ble Mr. Mant made. in the Indian Legislative Council on the 15th Sep- 
Se ee 
* ~« ‘The Punjab consumer has suffered from the high price of wheat prac- 
do lt 







a beginning of the war.” In Bengal, on the other hand, rice 

low w tothe end of last year that they were a cause of serious 
anxiety. At thi nf of Registrars of Co-operative Societies held 

iety. . At the nce “y ey 

herein A igacabee Beng Registrar said that the solvency of many _ 

"= societies pe ‘by the low prices of rice and jute, and: in this 

Coun mber, the Hon'ble the Maharaja of Kasimbazar, as I 

he ; g- ° : ‘ v v 
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Questions and Answers. 


reminded him the other day, ealled attention to the large surplus of 
rice in Bengal and asked whether we could not do something to find a market 
for them. Even up to the 8th of July, i.¢., about two months ago, the Direc- 
tor of Civil wn ane Bengal, ms te that there was no demand for Burma 
rice in Bengal, and that the Burma rice shops’ operted in Calcutta had 
‘ definitely proved a failure. Possibly the rise in prices is now being felt 
more keenly in Bengal, because it has come so suddenly.’ ”’ 


i By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— o 
9. i i ty 
Publication (a) Is it proposed to pattish the recommendations made by the advisory 
of the committee appointed by the non-official members of this Council to consider 


Ape we smoates draft rules in connection with the reforms, for publiv criticism before they 
committee are forwarded to the Government of India? Restores 
mopanted Ae (b) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving this 


consider draft onncil an opportunity of discussing the said recommendations before they 
connection with. are so forwarded ? . 
the reforms. t ‘ " 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“ (a) The attention of the Hon’ble Member is drawn to the reply given 
in the Imperial Council on the 17th March to a somewhat similar question 
‘put by the Hon’ble Mr. Patel. SipgWilliam Marris then remarked, as regards 
the request for the publication of the proceedings of the advisory committee 
appointed by the Imperial Government, that— vi 

‘ Tt would be neither suitable nor in consonance with the practice in such 
cases that these reports should be made public.’ 


The local Government propose to be guided by that ruling in the vase of the 
roceedings of the informal advisory-committee selected by the Provincial 
ounci!, while as regards the publication jenig of pr Js relative to 

the rules to be framed under the Reforms Scheme, the attention of the Hon’ble 

Member is similarly invited to another reply given in the Imperial Council 

on the same date, in course of which Sir illiam Marris remarked as 

follows :— 

‘The Government of India will consider when they despatch the rules , 
to the Secretary of State whether they will also publish them for general 
information for the purpose of affording parties interested an opportunity to 
lay their vids before the Joint Committee. But it is-quite impracticable for 

: the opinion. of all the various communities and interests concerned to be 
. invited and considered before the rules are sent home. ' 23". 


(b) The Governor in Council does not consider that any such op rtunity 
could be given compatibly with the dates on which the recommendations of 
the local Government are required to reach the Government of India.’’ . 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


‘ 10. 4 ARS: we ‘ . 
Improvement of (a) Has any action been taken for the wots of the pay and 
the pay and ie prospects of the navigation establishment of the Public Works Departmi@at, 
prospects of the since my question on the subject in July, 1918¢ ot wie 


ce 






couibvabnasit' (b) Tf so, willthe Government be to indicate thedéabinas'ob the 
the P.W.D. —_peyision, the date from which effect been given thereto, and the'total 
"| jnerease in expenditure involved thereby? — ea x8, Liles, eecontylonacey eo 
(c) Will the Government be p! 8 
effect to the revised scale as from 1914, sir 
for the benefit of clerks attached to the Executive En, 
y man ; . 
eee 3 » % « as fe 


= 


Py 
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; “Questions and Ahiswers. 
E Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


(a) Yes; frowns were formulated and worked out in December, ~ : 
1938, for a sempiete revision of the pay of the navigation establishment of the oA 
Public Works Department. re - . a 
(0) The features of the revision proposed in 1918 provided for the intro- oe 
duction of a time scale for promotion in a combined provincial cadre. Effect ey 


was not given to these proposals for financial reasons. The increased expendi- ie 
ture involved in these proposals amounted to Rs. 1,100 per mensem. 

~ fe). The reason has already been stated in the answer given to unstarred 

: tion No. 3 (b) asked by the Hon’ble Member at the meeting of this soa 

uneil on the 3rd July, 1918.”’ 


e 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— e m vy 
11. <i ? 
(4) Has the’ special attention of the Government been drawn to the Revised rules” 
fact that the ‘revised rules of Travelling Allowance as per Government of Py ean 
India, Finance Department, Notification No. 1809, dated the 30th September, ” 
1919, affect prejudicially the Provincial Service officers drawing @ salary Aeusin 
of over Rs. 200 inasmuch as they are allowed inter class fares on steamer wees 
journeys where there are only three classes of accommodation and no second 
class accommodation ? 4 
=, (b) Was it not the intention of the Government of India in issuing the 
Dia % "ei to simplify the rules and at the same time to make them more 
iberal ? > 
(c) Was the attention of the Government drawn to the question put b 
the Hon'ble Haji Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan in the Imperial Council 
and to replies thereon ¢ : al 
(d) Are the~ Government considering the desirability; in view of the 
reply given by the Hon’ble the Finance Member that ‘* Local Governments 
. have been specially authorised, in cases in which arrangements for accommo- 
dation on the steamer make it desirable to raise the class of officers,”’ of 
raising “the class of officers referred to in clause (2) in cases. where there is no 
second class accommodation on steamers ? 
(e) Are the Government aware of the existence of a feeling that it is 
- undesirable that Provincial Service second class officers, whose pay is not 
below Rs. 200, should be classed in such steamer journeys with officers who 
_ are subordinate to them? 


&5 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


* (@) Officers of the second class, drawing Rs. 200 or more, benefitsin , 
comparison with the old rates whenever they happen to travel first class, 

- This is invariably the case when there are only two classes on the steamer. 
An cases in which arrangements for accommodation on the steamer make 
it desirable, the Government have been authorised to raise the class of an 

~ officer ay 


> © (0) Yes. per ti ; ga 
$n (d) Individual cases will be dealt’ with under article 1020, Civil — - | 
_- Service Regulations, if any instance of real hardship is represented, but 
__» the general question willalso be further examined. : ‘ 
~____ (e) This and the earlier question in the Imperial Council afford some 
_- evidence in the direction indicated, but apart from them Government have : 


_ no definite information.” 





A 
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Discwtssion of the Budget. 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. riageervantsa 
LIST OF BUSINESS—iTEM No. 3. tiny SE 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT 
- OF BENGAL_FOR 1920-21. ears 


The Hon'ble the Nawab Bahadur ‘Of Murshidabad said :— 


* The point on which I desire to lay special stress is the ifulianionadih, 
education. It is needless for me to repeat how backward the Mussulmans are 
in this province (as also in other provinces) in their education and how wer a 
they need special awtention in this respect for their moral’ and materi 
regeneration. The Reform Act opens a new era in the history-of India. The 
realisation of responsible government depends for its success on the educa- 
tion of the masses and no effort should be spared to spread edneation. among 
_ them if we mean to receive full success of the boou now conferred on India. 
In the matter of education, the Muhammadans are hopelessly behind their 
Hindu brethren. 





The Hon'ble Mr. Hornell in his.speech has dealt fully with the a : 
of the establishment of a Muhammadan College in Calcutta. That the estab- 
lishment of an Islamia College is of vital interest to the Mahomedan com- 
munity is wellrecognised. But from the statement of the Hon’ble Member, - 
it appears that the pros; ect of the fulfilment of the obligation. promised long 
ago is still far remote. It is not known how far the intention pf Govern- 
ment to construct a building with Rs. 50,000 to accommodate a first grade 
college by way of giving a firat instalment. of ‘the promise will satisfy 

“the fervent desire of the community, as the Hon’ble Member cannot assure 
that immediate steps will be taken to start the construction of the building. 
It is admitted that it will take some time to settle the preliminaries, but 
things done in the ordinary course in Government departments are pe to run 
the risk of considerable delay. 


I gratefully acknowledge that a good deal has been done for developing 
Muhammadan edueation, still a good deal more has to be done for imparting 
education among this vastly backward community. Government have given 
effect to several measures referred to in their famous Resolution of August-3, 
1916. But many of the proposals had to be postponed on account of the war, 
but now we hope the Government will give full effect to the schemes, o— as 
regards the primary and the secondary and collegiate education. 


It is very satisfactory to note that a good sum (Rs. 81,000) has been set 
aside for the’ improvement of the private madrasahs, and we trust the 
demands of those coming forward for help will be met readily and at the 
end of the year we may see substantial improvements in this respect. 


. Another point which I wish to put fotward for the consideration of. 
z _pGovernment:i is this. The Muhammadan population of this presidency consists _ 
“chiefly of agricultural classes, the majority of whom are very poor. These - 
poor cultivators baye to depend on their children at such tender ages as eight 
or so for help in many minor works, such as tending cattle, carrying meals to 
fields, etc., and-can ill afford to send their boys to schools or madrasahs for 
education even if they have a strong desire to do so. In these cireum- 
stances, in spite of every effort .of Government to spread education among the 
masses, these poor classes of cultivators will” seldom have the > aepotlen of © 
deriving the benefit of education'and their condition will remain as. Sess rip 
as before. I would, therefore, urge that Government should take early steps - 
- to encourage the establishinent of primary night gchools and iaareseliis “80 
that these poor ciasses may have the opportunity of giving seapriegt 4 educa- 
tion to their children without losing the little s aerviee they gee ie: 
under ei to get from them. isd preyiy 
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slate -—— Diseussion of the Budget. ee 
re eee \ _ Raja Hrishilesh Laha. 


' © "Phe steady and continual increase: in the expenditure under the head 
“Police” en somewhat gloomy, and the rate at which the increasé has 
taken uring the years-for which the figures are given, if allowed to go 
on, it is not known ier enormous figure will be reached at at the end of the 

next ten years or so Since 1916-17 every ygar shows a large increase over the 
preceding year, namoly, by 10,.6 and 11 lakhs, and during the year for which 
it is forecasted it again slows an increase of 7 lakhs against the current year, 
Now a comparison of the figure for 1916-17 with that of the year of forecast 
(1920-21) shows an increase of 34 lakhs. Imay be excused if I make the 
remark that the, increase is abnormal and, as 1 have alveady remarked. 
‘The rate of increase, if not restricted in some way, will come to such a large 
i neta within the next ten years or 80, that the State will ill afford to bear 
_ it conSidering the other pressing needs of the people for their welfare, viz., 
-» Education, Sanitation and several other matters. 


~ Remarkable increases have taken place in the item “ District Executive 
‘orcee’-for reasons explained by the Hon'ble Finance Member, but.on the 
othershand under the head “ Village Police” the figures show a tendency to 
curtailment, for which no explanation is given. In villages where robbery 
and dacoity are of frequent occurrence. strengthening the force seems more 
desirable. The Criminal Intelligence Departinént shows somagmprovement 
jn this respect. “H is mainly due to the abolition of the extra establjghment 
required in connection with State prisoners and political dévénus who have 
now: been set free under the Royal clemency. Still there should be further 
‘curtailment which it.is expected Government will give effect to now that a 
throroughly new road of political activity. is inaugurated by the Reform Act. 


It is noticeable that there has been a considerable increase of expenditure 
during the current year owing tothe revision of the scales of-pay of the. 
Imperial Police Service and provision made in the next year’s budget for the 
improvement. of the pay of the Sub-Inspectors and Head-Constables. We hope 
in the case of the latter officers the increase will be as substantial and liberal 
as has been in the case of the superior officers. On the other hand, the case 
of the rank and file of the police force, namely, the Constables, including the 
village police, remains still unattended. - It isof the utmost importance that 
the question of improvement. of the pay of these ill-paid officers should receive 
the kind attention of Government without any further delay owing to the high 
coat of living. Asa consequence of this, of course, there must be increase 
- of expenditnre, but we should ungrudgingly bear it.” 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said :— 

~ “Your Excellency, I beg to congratulate Your Excellency’s Government 
‘on the prosperity budget which has been presented to the Council. After the 
_rigid economy practised during the last four years, 1am glad that so many 
. i. a for the prevention of malaria have been taken in hand. I hope 
~ there will be nu unusual delay in the-completion of some at least of the drain- 
‘age schemes, so that the country which will be affected by them might derive 
~ benefit similar to that-from the Magrahat scheme. Lam glad to observe that 
- provision has been made for contribution towards the pay of District Health 
rs. Under the orders of Government, the District Boards have in 
their budget provided for the pay/of such officers, but as the: income of the 
Boards is moderate, the provision for paying half their salary would be a 
| great-help to them. The Boards are now beachitely in the.dark as to how 
‘their Health Officers would carry out the sanitary works, and if it involves 
the Boards in a large szpendiburs they wotld not be able to give effect to 
em. We want a declaration from Government ‘whether in such a contin- 

the Government would come to their help and, if so. in what way. 
re is a proposal toestablish four laboratories in different parts of the 
the analysis of food and water. But I consider this number 
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to be too small for the purpose, Instead of four, we ought to have more of 
them in various paris of thé province with a view to decrease the ravages of 
mary kinds of disease, the causes of which may be traced te adulterated food 
and impure water. They would prove a great-blessing to the people of the 
country who from ignorance of hygienic principles eat and- drink whatever 
comes in their way. It is a happy idea that Rs. 50,000 has been provided for 
the establishment of a Publicity Bureau to educate the people in matters - of 
public health. fire ; 


It is indeed gratifying to observe that Rs. 33,60,000° has been fixed for ~~ 
the ensuing year for the- development of primary and secondary education. 
Only Rs. 1,00,000 has been provided. for primaty education in the mufassal, 
but it is only intended for those municipalities which would be in a “position 
toavail of it under the Bengal Primary Education Act: My friend, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Hornell has not, however, indicated in his speech whether any 
portion of the-amount could be distributed to the District Boards which are — 
also in a position to establish primary schools. for the furtherance of upper 
and lower primary education,.a8 there are many places where no sthools 
have been established owing to the povert y of the population. I hope Govern- 
ment would reconsider this matter and place some fund at the disposal of the 
Boards for this purpose. 


The long-felt want of a technical school is going to be. removed, as the 
Technical School Committee has already recommended a site at a, convenient 
position in Calcutta for the construction of the necessary building so as to 
accommodate approximately one thousand students. Government have 
provided Rs. 6,00,000 for the purchase of the site and a further Rs: 2,00,000 
for the construction of the building which, I hope, will be commenced, ag 
early as possible, so thet the school*may be open at the end. of. 1921, or 
earlier, if possible, iiegitet 


«Lam glad thai agricultural development ‘ha’ also received due attention. 
Four new district agricultural farms are to be established at a cost. of 
Rs. 1,10,000 in pursuance of the scheme for better ‘distribution of improved: 
paddy and jute seed.. This is a step in the right direction, as the agricul- 
turists are too conservative, and as they are steeped in ignorance and poverty, 
they are very reluctant to accept any reforms unless it is demonstrated that 
they would be able to.grow. four blades of corn wheré they now grow one : 
and [have no doubt they will avail themselves of these advantages. In ~ 
spite of adverse cireumstances, some efforts should be.made for. the cultivation 
of cotton on an extended scale with a view to make us independent, in course 
of time, of obtaining our supply from* the sister-provinces, as the mills for 
manufacturing cloth are gradually increasing. I hope this will _receive the 
favourable consideration of Government, ae 


‘Last year, there was a provision: of Rs. 50,000 for the erection of resi~ - 
dences for additonal Sessions Judges and Munsiffs, but this year her have | 
been left out entirely in the shade: As -Mhost of the’ latter Las tolive in- 


S 


wretched huts, the scheme for providing them with pucca buildings should 
be steadily followed every year, preference being given to those places: Where - 
pucea buildings are not available, and there’ are still many such places in the 


Lon eck 
2m, 


mufassal. : 


As it is stated in the memorandum under the head of Sup 
that ‘owing to the improvement of the existing rules relating to s 
tion and. the retiring Pensions of gazetted anes « ‘tai 
Services, recently sanctioned _by His. Majesty’s Sec 


in accordance, with the, recommendations of the Royal « 





Public Services in India,’ itis, I think, incumbent. 1 
into consideration: the pensions of members of the 


. 
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who are drawing less than Rs. 300 a month, as they find it impossible to 
make two ends meet owing to abnormal rise in the prices of the necessaries 
of life and the excessive cost of living generally. They have devoted the 
best part of their lives to the Service. of Government and have to maintain a 
position which is not possible under the present economic strain. I hope 
- Government will consider their case favourably. 


_ A welcome feature of the budget is the allotment of Rs. 1,000 to ‘ meet, 
expenditure in connection ‘with the examination of Vaishnab Philosophy.’ 
[have no doubt the effect of the institution of this @xamination will be 

hly beneficial inasmuch as it will furnish a stimulus to a deeper study 
_ of the philosophic principles underlying a cult professed by. no less than 

150 millions, or more than half of the Hindu population of India.” bs 


The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps said -— 


; _ “My Lord, I have no. criticisms to offer; on the contrary I congratulate 
~ the Government on the statement showing increased expenditure on so many 
useful objects. 


a 


I desire, however, with Your Excellency’s permission,. to offer a few 
observations and suggestions which may serve to keep alive some interest in 
certain matters. 


It is interesting to observe that un account of the enforced economy 
caused by the war, large balances have resulted which enables the Govern- 
ment to devote.a large sumrto extra expenditure in the coming year and yet 
leave a very large balance unspent. 


+ Another interesting item is the increase of revenue by no less a sum 
than eight lakhs, under the head of Registration, ‘mainly due-to the abnormal ~ 
increase in the value of house property in Calcutta,’ and one wonders whether 

_this could not be utilised in some way ; for instance, by providing interest on 
a larger sum, which might be spent in the acquisition of cheaper@lands. for 
the benefit of those poorer people who have suffered by the speculative 
operations of the rich, “Your Excellency’s Government havegno doubt alread 
noted the unanimous recommendation of the Rents Committee to acquire land 
for building sites. 


There is another matter, which is bound up with the development of 
Calcutta, and I am sorry to say does not appear to have reached a definite 
Stage of advancement. I allude to the Grand Trunk Canal project. This 
igeon-holing seems to me'to have been thinly veiled under the Hon'ble - 

: Masia for Financo’s statement that ‘owing to the paucity of superior 
officers, works in connection with waterways and drainage projects for which 
provifion was made in the current year’s budget are not likely to be under- 
taken, which accounts mainly for large savings under Minor Works and 
Navigation’. But the Grand Trunk Canal is not a minor work. In its 
first eee it was regarded mainly as providing a short route to Eastern 
Bengal ; but. of late years the project has assumed another added importance, 
inasmuch as it is so intimately bound up with the schemes for a greater 
» Calcutta. Ihave visions of some day, when the spoil earth thrown out by 
fe ‘giant dredgers will fil] in the pis | lands in the vicinity, and provide 
_. building sites for a new and healthy suburb, where tired denizens of the city 
‘will be able to approach their havens of rest by their own motor-boats. By 
the same token the cost of this project might be reduced by the sale of 
_ developed'lands. I think the public have some right to expect some definite 
pronouncement on the Grand Trunk Canal scheme after all these years of wait 
ing, and I hope this matter will receive the serious attention of Government, 
~* Another matter in which I am interested is the use of the Kinema in 
»ducatio: . Tam quite aware, that our educational’ quidnuncs are disposed 
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to think that the education imparted through the médiuin of the Kineiia is 
superficial. It may be ; but is may for that very reason prove véry ‘valuable 
because of the incentive to imagination, and in affording the relief of colour in 


the drab lives of poor people whose horizon is.g0 very limited. ~ 


I had oceasion to call attention to this matter last year. It is nota mere — 
passing fancy ou my part, and Ido not speak without nowledge, for in. my 
capacity as one of the film censors Thave been much impressed with the avidity — 
with which young India flocks to the Kinema shows. Unfortunately, the ~ 
material shown is often unsuitable for the class of people | have in mind ; @. 
but educational‘authorities in England and America are keenly -alive to the 
ae qualities of mavinis pictures, and are doing much by -way of 
producing films specially calculated to serve the pittpose of educating the 
young mind in nature studies, in hygiene, in healthful exercises; in the care 
of the body, in manners and deportment, in housing, in industrial occupations 
and a thousand good things which may be practised or acquired: even by the 
illiterate. 'The Health Officer of the Corporation. and the Sawitary Commis- 
sioner of Bengal are already turning their attention: to the collection of 
suitable subjects in their own sphere of interest,’ and I know that My. Madan 
and Mr. Ducasse will be only too’ pleased to help with their resources to 
produce films of local interest. pain Ay Se 
Just think for a moment how even an ignorant person’ may. be made to 
understand ideas in a few minutes which would take hours and days of 
painful study. to assimilate from books... It is said that thé knowledge, gained 
is Superficial. If you want to prepare a field for cultivation your first care is 
to clear away the jungle and prepare the earth for the good seeds. In like 


_ manner we want, in an ancultivated mind, to clear away the rank weeds of - 


‘ 


inthe future de 


ignorance and superstition and then set about real cultivation I claim that 
the Magic Lantern and the Kinema would do wonders in teaching the young 
mitids to think, in stimulating curiosity and the desire for knowledge, and to 
suggest Some ambition to excel in some occupation which will enable them — 
to earn a good living, or may be-to improve upon old methods. 


1 commend these simple ideas to Your Excellency’s Government. There 
is no abstruse problem involved, but a. few inquiries in the right quarter 
might be the means of starting a little scheme which would grow and 
probably expand into something great and good.” 


~ 


. » 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hindley said :— en a a come ee 
“My Lord, it is a matter for satinfantiol thas the budgét gives. an . 


; indication of the desire of Your Excellency’s Government to push om with 


the construction of the new Howrah Bridge. I find that provision has been’ 
made for the payment of fees to two eminent engineers in connection with — 
the designs of the new bridge, and I take it that this means that some 
progress is being made. Much attention is now. being directed to the 
pressing problem of the congestion in Caleutta and-the economic difficulties — 
caused by competition for the available houge accommodation, The legista-  — 
tion now being undertaken will no doubt relieve some of. the imm eS 





difficulties, but it can only be regarded as an emergency measure and can 
provide any permanent remedy. The only practical remedies which will 
ensure against a recurrence of the same-difficulties in the future are the 
bor ipsa ae at of the city into the: outlying areas and the provisic 
of means of rapid communication with those a ; 
Government have no doubt recognized uke necessity of o 
merous evidences of Your | 


| we have | ; 
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“2 . ay Mr. Hindley. 


_. The temptation to leave rity to solve its.own problems is great, and 
we are sometimes led to ‘think that our present day-problems would have 

been easier of solution had our predecessors exercised more foresight and had 
they considered themselves trustees forthe future. © ~ Oe 


OF Abteyom . 


PI Meee ce of traffic in this city with which we are now faced and 
with which the Caleutta Communications Committee are now grappling, as 
_ well as the difficulties which necessitated the creation of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust, are the outcome of a shortsighted policy, or perhaps I 
@hould say the want of any policy in the past in connection with the lay-out 
* and width of our streets. - 
jared: i is Ty 

It is the paramount daty of the present generation to see that the further 
expansion of our-city is planned on such lines that never again in the, future 
will there arise an ouargetoy such as that with which we are now faced in 
the housing problem. To secute this end, in my opinion it is imperative that 
a comprehensive scheme of expansion and development of the suburban 
areas should be prepared without delay and co-ordinated with all feasible . 
methods of passenger transit into, out-of and within both the urban and 
suburban areas. _ é , 


_ One of the most important works in this connection is the provision of a 
through main roadway from Calcutta to the district of Howrah, where there 
is a large area of good land awaiting development at no great distance from 
the heart of the city. This necessitates the immediate rebuilding of the 
Howrah Bridge and the provision of a well laid out network of roads connect- 
ing with it on the far side of the river. It is unfortunate that the war has 
impeded the progress of this work and as ‘an engineer | may perhaps be 

ardoned for viewing with some impatience the rather cautious way in which 
brag Excellency’s Government are dealing with the proposals for the new 
ridge. ( - 


’ 
y 
. 


The present bridge has long ceased to provide adequate means of com: 
munication’ bet ween the two sides of the river, and as a structure, it is rapidly 
nearing the end. of its normal life. 


_ In 1909 the necessity for replacing the bridge by an improved structure 
was recognized as being so urgent that the Port Commissioners, who are 
entrusted with its maintenened, appointed a Committee of the most prominent 
engineers in the city to select firms from whom designs and tenders should 
be called for and to reeommend the general design to be adopted. Z 


_. In 1912 the designs received as the result of this action-were considered 
by this Committee who in the following year determined on a modified specifi- 
cation for a floating bridge which they were satisfied would meet all require- ’ 

* ments. TI understand that this specification was submitted to Government 
and was sufficiently complete to enable tenders to be called for from bridge. 
* building firms, and ifthe war had not interferéd with all furthor progress, I 
imagine that by this time we should have had our new bridge. 
PON ath bog bes . 7 : / ‘ 


* — From this point the responsibility for fyrther progress rested. with, 
Government, and it was unfortunate that the delay which the war caused _ 
“gave an opportunity for another expert to come on the scene who was. in aed 
avour of a singlerspan design as against the Cooking bridge design previously 
epted as satisfactory, The subsequent history of the matter or ‘all that ~ 


“4 ‘ Aa Yin ‘ , 
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Me Hindley. 


* js known to the public is contained in the following: letter aie ‘Weax) — 
lency’ 8 Government to the Bengal Chamber of ns. spe a eT RIB EI 
a Pa Beart 
‘The report of « Mr. Saat Mott, ag visited al tite ‘ins the cold 
weather in 1916-17, was not received’ untit November 1918. 
Mr. Mott's report, which was in favour of a finaly. span. bridge 


was not sufficiently detailed to enable the Bengal Government + 
_ to°come'to a decision on the matter at issue} and therefore 
_. subsequent negotiations régarding ~ the preparation of. more 
“eumplete technical details were made. It is understood thate 
Mr. Mott will visit Japan during the present winter, and nego- + 
a Katiope are also in progress with a view to invite him to come 
to Gs utta and discuss matters personally and ee hie views 


to the professional advisers of Government. : - 


(2) Oit'the other hand, negotiations have been made with Sir Bradford 
Leslie for the submission of complete drawings for a: floating 
bridge ; and it is expected that these will, be received, during » 

the current calendar year. bo ay i ‘ 

(8) It will thus appear that Government are desirous of ignite the 

fullest particulars regarding both types of design, namely, a 

single span arch bridge anda floating bridge, before coming to 

‘a, decision as to which type of bridge would. combine most 

advantages under the modern conditions of the spools Wi 


I do not wish to criticise the desire to explore every possible alteinative 
before coming to a decision on this most important matter, but I. think it is 
legitimate to ask whether ‘it is likely that the best scheme in such a case 
would*emanate from the engineers who formed the Committee who reported 
in 1913 or from either of the-two eminent engineers who are now he 
consulted. On the one hand, we have engineers at the head of the profes 
in India and .with many years’ experience of local conditions and practical 
experience’ of bridge building, namely, Sir Robert Highet, Sir Robert Gales, 
the late Mr. John Scott and Mr. McQabe. On the other hand, we have Nir 
Bradford Leslie, who retired from India in 1887 and is now approaching his 
80thyear, and Mr. Basil Mott, who has already given one opinion which it 
has been found necessary to ask him to elucidate by giving anothers 


I wish to pay every respect to the venerable Engineer, Sir Bradford 
Leslie, to whom Calcutta owes one of its most precious of ancient monuments, 
the present Howrah Bridge. and if a floating bridge is built over the Hooghly I | 
believe it will be largely ae to his energetic advocacy-of this type of bridge. 
But my Lord one is tempted to.ask if there are no engineers left in India. 


~ The engineers of India have never yet found a river which they have not 
been able to bridge, and I venture to say that if a river similar to the river. 

Hooghly had stood in the way of a railway project, the railway would have 
taken it in its stride. « 


The Technical Advisers to. Your Excellency’s Government a appear to. 
want a little heartening up in the matter, and if they want a practing sugges- 
tion, I respectfully suggest that tho specification prepared by the C ommittee 
of engineers in 1913 be made public and that tenders be called for in 
aceordance with that specification from experienced firms of bridge builders 
in Great Britain and elsewhere 


“Lbelieve that the adoption of this conrse ieee ea in Caleutta. “being” 
peated with anew bridge 12 months earlier than under the present : 
| I recommend it to Your. etinemener's Soeierement are t step 
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towards the expansion of Calcutta and the removal’ of the congestion which 
, 18 causing so much public eoncérn to-day.” Rae : 
The Hon'ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur said :-— 
1% " ‘ 3 . * 
-  .<!My-Lord, since my election to this Council, the ‘irrigation. and improve: 
~ ment of canals and khals in’ East Bengal have been the principal matters t6 
which T have earnestly tried to draw the attention of Government by repeated 
: interpellations. On several occasions, I had the honour of dddressing the . 
» Council on the importance of this subject. Butthe Government-do not appear - 
to have paid that amount of attention to it which it deserves. Last year the 
Government allotted Rs. 50;000 for the Dolai and Tulsi khals in Dacca. But 
now I undetstand that noaction was taken to give effectto the proposal, 
which is very much to be regretted. Inreply’to my last year’s budget speech 
the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming was pleased to say ‘that experience has shown 
that in the commencement of such’ projects as the Dolai khal and the new, 
‘navigable~ route from the Pudma to the Dhalesvari expenditure cannot 
proceed at a rapid rate; andthe amounts which have been allotted for the 
present financial year are meant primarily for land acquisition and other 
preliminaries.’ During the last Dacca session,’I interpellated the Govern- _ 
ment to consider, the desirability of establishing a waterways division in East 
_ Bengal with Dacca as its headquarters. The Hon'ble Mr. Cowley on behalf 
- of Government teplied that “the question has already been receiving the 
attention of the’ Government and that when the projects investigated by 
Rai 8. N. Banerjea Bahadur mature, the maintenance of such projects ‘will 
‘form the nucleus of a* permanent waterways division.’ But absolutely no 
provision has been made‘in this year’s budget for tho#e khals and nothing has 
been done to establish a waterways division at Dacca. I amglad that a 
waterways division has recently been established at Khulna, but the water- 
ways of East Bengal, which stand in need of immediate improvement, have 
‘been left entirely in the cold. Ths attitude of the Government towards 
much-needed reform seems to be iricomprehensible. ’ . 


, My Lord, I have been insisting on this matter for a long time and _ for, 
very good reasons. Thé canals and khals of East Bengal are gradually drying 
up to the very great inconvenience of the people to whom they ‘are the only 
mode'of communication. The improvement of . these waterways is also 
necessary for the purposes of irrigation and sanitation. ‘The Government 
must be fully aware of the havoc caused by malaria and kindred diseasés in 

. our country. We are thankful to Your Excellency that the improvement 
- of public health forms one of the principal items of reform of the present 
. Government. » I verturé to say;that if the Government were more attentive” 
to the subject, East Bengal would have been comparatively less Mable to 
the annual ravages of cholera and malaria than at present. F ‘ 


~ My Lord, the difficulty and hardship experienced by people in trayelling . 
over my part of the country with canals and khals gradually ,silting up are” 
possibly mot fully appreciated by the: Government: For some time past 
railway-projects in the Dacca district are in the air such as Dacca to Aricha 
. vt@Manikganj an'l Munshiganj to Aricha. It may be that on account of 
| these projects the Government have put off the question of improving these 
canals and khals. Railways, my Lord, are good in their own way, but they 
should not be allowed to interfere withthe scheme for improving the canals 
and khals. Improvement of waterways will benefit a much larger area and 
YY oe serve a greater number of people, especially the agriculturists, than the — 
_ Railways. East Bengal is principally a land of rivers and khals.and a 
‘can never by themselves solve the difficulty of communication. If the 
Gor cannot on financial consideration give effect’ to both at present, 
_ it is desirable that the’ railway projects should be postponed. = 


"] 
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On my last year’s budget speech the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming was pleased) ~ 
to say ‘that the levy of toll on all boat traffic imthese water channelsis, | 
indefensible = —. ‘. nena suggested 7. tax - all water channels: | 
but on ‘ silted-up khals only.’ I may mention here that such a tax est 
now is levied on boats that pass’ tivobghe Doli chi: oy retoaie We we ; 
said last year that nobody will. grudge a small tax if khals,are improved. 
On the contrat'y, people will consider a freely navigable canal a. great boon 
even if a toll is-levied, as they now have to incur greater expenditure and 
experience greater inconvenience due to the khals becoming gradually silted 


up. ‘ 


My Lord, last. year I objected to the spending of a.huge sum for — 
building magnificent hostels, etc. I am glad the Government have set 
apart a much Jesser sum this year for that.purpose.. But I must. affirm 
. what I said’ then, that we do not want imposing hostels furnished ‘with 
unnecessary costly paraphernalia. For the boarders being mostly, boys. of . 
tg parents imbibe habits of luxury which are apt to spoil their careers in, 
ife. 7 t po, aan 


; 


_. My Lord, I view, with alarm the general increase in the .pay #94." 
pension of the Indian and provincial services in the country, This increased 
expenditure will be a great handieap on our province which. will occupy 
financially a very weak position when the Reformed Couneils will come, 
into existence. Besides, when we expect the higher departments of the , 
* «public service tobe gradually Peened there is no reason why the emolu~ 
f ment of these services should be enhanced.” In no country of the world are 
_ the Civil Services in» rgceipt of such exorbitant salaries, and in a; poor ! 
‘country like, India with the calls upon its. purse for various measures of 
social reform, a retrenchment in this direction is specially desirable and 
necessary. But [nevertheless plead for the betterment of the prospects of 
the subordinate services and the ministerial establishments. They can 
afford to stand the stress of high prices. I am sorry to observe thatthe > 
Government are not paying that attention to these poor servants of States 
which they deserve. f want HR 


_ My Lord, we have long been praying for a Medical College and Agri, 

cultural College at Dacca.. Now that the Dacca University Bill. has 
~ been passed incorporating these two colleges, we earnestly appeal to Your ~ 

Excellency’s Government to establish these colleges a8 soon as possible.” >. 


% 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said:— == 


“My -Lord, it is customary in the .Coungil, to. be’ permitted to speak 
on the various items in the annual budget estimates. Ihave to offer a few 
remarks on the sevéral heads provided therein. : aLaheR deny Ng Ae 
t * d 


ve | 


_ Head No. 22.—The total amount of expenditure is Rs. 19,39,872. : es 


It is a matter of satisfaction that there is a provision of Rs. 6,00,000 for a > 
ag ee sis ee 2538 31,000 ors A technical school’ hostel at. 

Kanchrapara, There is a further the opening of manual train-. 
ing classes in 20 classes: _ Ouichodent of Primary Education in the mufassal, . 
the provision of 1 lakh is insufficient, but the result of the discussion. in the — 

 Coungil is very cheering... The 4 HES eG ignllen rer ye a ae 

encouraging. On,the general head Education, I may be. permitted to say — 
that the secondary eduéation schemes, which have been sanctioned for Bengal, » 

. Bihar .and Orissa, contemplate the creation of a. District Inspector in ‘the. 
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Sir Nilratan Sarkar, 


~ it-was in other respects found to be a suitable place, was discarded mainly on 
account of its’ highly insanitary condition. Attention of the Government 
~has been drawn by an Hon’ble~Member of this Council to the insanitary 
condition of the subdivisional aréa of Manikganj and the town of Tangail. 
I would therefore request the Government to undertake to make a sanitary 
rid and prepare schemes for the Sanitary improvement of these two 
places. 


~ It may be within the memory of the Council that the District Adminis- 
tration Committee recommended the partition of the district of Dacca into 
two. They recommended that the sadar and Manikganj subdivisions should 
remain as one district with its headquarters at Decca, and -that the Narain- 
*ganj and» Munshiganj subdivisions should form into another district with- 
with its headquarters at Narainganj. There is no knowing whether the 
proposed partition should at all be undertaken and, if so, when. It is now 
Gnderstood that the local authorities have recommended the partition of 
the district on artother basis, In their opinion, it is understood the best 
way to partition the district would bé to keep the sadar and the Narain- 
.ganj subdivisions together with Dacca as the headquarters and to make thd ’ 
Seatchicans and Manikganj subdivisions into another district with a new 
headquarters to be selected by them. My Lord, I am not in favour of 
either of these two basis of partition nor in favour of the partition 
itself. The principal argument of the District Administration Committee 
in recommending the partition was on the assumption that the charge 
of the district upon one District Officer was too heavy. Admitting that 
it was 80 in 1912 and 1918, it is to be considered whether it is so in : 
1920 or will it be 80 a few years hence when the partition may at all be 
taken up in handi® Recently the District Officer has been given much relief 
by the appointment of a non-official Chairman of the District Board. Much 
of the function of the District Officer devolves upon the Additional District 
Magistrate. The heavy expenditure that will be required to make a new 
district headquarters and the recurring charges of maintaining anew district 
will far outweigh the consideration of a supposed efficiency of administration 
ky having two districts instead of one.” 

ate Hon'ble Member having exceeded the time-limit had to resume 

his seat. . 


The Hon'ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar caid :— 


“Your Excellency, I desire to offer my sincerest congratulations to 
Your Excellency’s Government on the praétical accomplishment of the long- - 
pending scheme ‘of a teaching and residential University at Dacca for which 
a substantial allotment has been made in the budget for thespresent year. 
There is an almost unlimited scope for expansion of facilities for higher 
education in the country. We all hope that-the foundation of a second 
University in Bengal will help the diffusion, of knowledge tothe widest 
possible extent in the presidency. I trust that in addition to the if aculties of 
Arts, Science and baw the Dacca University will have the Faculties of 
Medicine and Agriculture in the near future. a 

’ Another important matter in whieh Your Exeellency’s Governmént have 
taken a ‘decisive step forward is technical education. During the short space 
of a year two schemes having for their object’ the imparting of education in 
mechanical engineering may be said to have materialized. These are, first, 
the Kancharpara Apprentices’ Tenchnieal School, started by the Eastern 
‘ Bengal Railway authorities, at which provision has been made for 
training of a number of Indian and Anglo-Indian youths and, secondly the 
Technical Institute to be started in Calcutta, whieh the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell 

xpects will eventually develop into a fully equipped technological institute. 
The grants made in the present budget for both these schemes, as also for 


c “ ~ 
. 


~ 


432 THB CALOUTTA GAZBYTE, MAY 5, 1920. [Parr IVA 


Distuasion of the Budget. - —* 
Sir Nilratan:Sarkans> 


the Engineering College at Sibpur, show that Your Excellency is. determined - 
to wipe out the charge levelled against Government of continued neglect-of _ 
one of the most important branches of education. pi ele 


I cannot, however, congratulate the Department of Public Instruction on 
the provision for the education of girls in the province. It is true that a 
sum of Rs. 10,000. has been ‘allotted for the establishment of a Central 
Pardanashin Hindu School in Calcutta and another sum amounting to _ 
Rs. 50,000 for the improvement of Bethune College, but those allotments are 
quite inadequate. They fail to Satisfy even a fraction of the present needs. 
The results of the experiment of a Pardanashin School will be awaited with 
interest. With reference to the grant for the Bethune College, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Hornell, in introducing the eteostion Budget, said that 1t was proposed 
with this amount to relieve the existing congestion in the class-rooms by~ 
means of buildings of a temporary nature and to carry out some expansion 
of the work of the college. We have no information about the nature of the 
-expansion of the work of the college that the Director of” Public Instruction 
has in view, as also the amount that will be available for the purpose after 
the congestion in the class-rooms has been relieved. It appears to me, 
however, that the most pressing need of -the college is the provision ‘of 
teaching of physics and chemistry in the intermediate stage. The absence 
of such teaching is actually preventing many of our women-students from 
joining our medical colleges. : sii 


Your Excellency, it would serve no useful purpose if I were to recite a 
long list of the needs of the Caleutta University. We are all grateful to 
Government for the additional grants that they have made to the University. 
My excuse for pressing upon Your Excellency’s notice some of the wants of”. 
the University, is that they are of the most urgent nature. One of these 
needs is additional accommodation. The fish market has béen acquired for 
the University but we have no funds to begin building operations on it, 
accommodation for the post-graduate classes is most inadequate ; the library 
needs expansion and the press requires more space ; and what is more 
serious it will not be possible for us to utilize properly Sir Rash* Behari 
Ghosh’s reeent princely gift so long as funds are not available for providing 
further accommodation for the extension of the work of the University College. - 
of Science. I appeal to Your Excellency with all the earnestness at .my 
command to come to the rescue of the University and thus remove the im= . 
pression created-in the public mind, which ascribes the“financial straits of the. 
University to the-unfriendly attitude of the Local Government. ai 


In this connection, I would like to invite the attention of Government to 
a small matter. It appears that. while the ‘Presidency College and the 
Calcutta Medical’ College are’ allowed to use alcohol duty free for their 
laboratories, the University College of Science is treated in a different way. 
Is it too much to expect equality of treatment for the University College of _ . 
Science with the.other.two colleges ? “9 ' . 


_ While thanking Your Excellency’s Government for the new allotments in 
this year’s budget under the head “ Medical,” and»particalarly for the grant 
of 4.lakhs"to the Carmichael Medical College, I cannot help observing that the 
provision for meeting the growing demand-for qualified medica} practitioners, 
in Bengal is'not at all commensurate with the requirements of this presidency. 
The establishment of a medical school at Burdwan -would, of course, afford 
some relief, but this touches»merely the fringe of-a vast problem. In a 


statement supplied by the Bengal Council of Medical Registration to the 
Calcutta University Cofnmission, it.was showmthat in March, 1919, outside 
Calcutta, leaving out of ac -the holders of English medical degrees, and 
- the small number-of medical men employed -on tea-gardens, jute-mills, 
fields, ete., there was only-one--medical graduate or qualified practitioner of | 
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‘the assistant surgeon class’ for every 181,000 persons, and one of ‘the 
sub-assistant surgeon..class’ for every 48,000 persons. The number of 
gistered practitioners of both classes’ was one for 38,000 for Bengal outside 
tta and Bihar and Orissa. These figures tell their own tale. It has, 
however, tobe noted that the field of medical practice is not vacant. The 
province is-overrun by a large army of quacks and-non-descripts, and in view 
of the recent recrudescence of reactionary tendencies in certain quarters, 
which unfortunately receive at times support from Government, it is impera- 
tive that efforts should be made to multiply as quickly as possible the number 
of medical schools for instruction in the scientific system of medicine. The 
time is opportune, and any scheme that Government may adopt for the wider 
spread of medical education may be expected to receive hearty co-operation 
from non-official members of the medical profession and material assistance 
from the general public. In the absence of any definite schemes the spirit of 
co-operation is likely either to stagnate or generate futile. but mischievous 
rivalry and the sources of material help are likely to be diverted to other 
channels, I submit that such schemes need not be very expensive as the 
existing resources in the»shape of mufassal hospitals and dispensanes and 
the services of non-official medical men. may be advantageously utilized for 
such a purpose. m 

In view of the absence of any facilities for the teaching of dentistry 
anywhere in India, and having regard to the necessity of practitioners in this 
line, it was expected that Government would take steps for establishing’ a 
School of Dentistry in connection with the Calcutta Medical College at the 
earliest possible opportunity. It is a matter of very great disappointment 
that no provision has been made for any scheme for the teaching of this 
subject. ; 

The thanks ofthe community are due to Your Excellency for your kind 
interest’ in the cause of maternity and child-welfare, for which an allotment 
of Rs. 30.000; has been made in the budget. What, however, the situation 
urgently demands.is a provision for the training. of a class of lady health 
visitors and a‘much larger number of midwives. It is also necessary to make 
arrangements forimparting elementary training to as many as possible of 
our 15,000 indigenous dads. Further, maternity homes and baby clinics 
should be started for the purpose of affording relief to suffering mothers and 
children as well as for providing facilities for training midwives and Judy 
health visitors. “Any steps that Government may take in this matter are 
sure to receive the support of the public from whom substantial assistance 
may be expected.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— 


My Lord, this is the last budget under the Minto-Morley Reforms. The 
system of receiving doles from the Government of India will cease. We are 
still inthe dark in what way the decision of the question of financial settle- 
ment between Your Lordship’s Government and the Government of India 
will be arrived at by the Meston Committee. We simply ask for justice and 


fair treatment at the hands of the members of that Committée.-* = . & 
I do not want to enter into’a criticism of the whole budget, but Should 


liké to touch upon only a few of the important items. 5 x 


Medical College Hostel. 


~ * The provision of a sum of Rs. 430,000 for land for a medical students’ 
hostel in Caleutta will give satisfaction to all. Since’ the year 1913 T have 
_ advocated the netabliabansit of a hostel for the students of the Medical 
College. I am glad that a beginning in this direction is going to be made this 
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Criminal Investigation Department expenditure. 


Now that the political prisoners liave been ureleased# and the ebullition 
of temper of some of our young men has calnied down, it behoves the Govern- 
ment if not to completely abolish the Criminal Investigation Department of ~ 
the Police, at least to reduce the expenditure on this. head to the lowest 
limit possible. I hope and trust Government will be pleased to make a 
sympathetic pronouncement on this head of expenditure. 


Kidderpore Bridge. 


It appeare that some money has been allotted for the Kidderpgre Bridge. 
lt was in thesbeginning of September, 1918, that the bridge Was Condemned and 
was closed to traffic. We can see very little’progress made in the construc- 
tion of the bridge» The public press have been loud in their condeinnation 
of the slow progress made in its construction. “I have bréught to the notice of 
the authorities the inconvenience to which the public have been put. Every- 
thing has been put down to the war—the unfortunate War—steels cannot be 
had, engineers cannot be found to prepare designs, mistakes in calculation, ete. 
We are now told that.it will take another eighteen months for the completion 

“of the bridge. When first in September, 1918, the bridge was pronounced 
unsafe and it was closed, | asked those who are responsible-for the bridge how 
long it would take for the construction of anew one. I was told it would 
take about 12 months. Since then Ihave inquired probably half.a dozen 
times and have invariably been told that it would take about avyear, @.é., in 
September, 1918, I was told that it would take about a year, three months 
after 1 was told the same thing, nine months after the same thing,. a year 
after the same thing, 15 months after the same thing, 18 months after I was 
told that it would take another 18 months. To be assured int September, 1918 
that the work will be ready in September, 1919) and then to be told in Marck 
1920, that it would be ready in September, 1921, or beginniti® of, 1922, speaks 
of a state of things about which I leave it to Your Lordship.to jadge. I have 
been informed, and. 1 give the information for what it is worth, that a firm. of 
English contractors (Messrs. Brethwell & Clerk), whoare not registered contrac- 
tors of Goyernment have sent in an. incomplete tender after due date ; that 
they waut two-years to complete the work, whereas some of the’most. respect- 
able firms in India have also given their tender and they have promised to finish 
the work within six months; that it is the desire,of the authorities to accept 
the-first tender and wait for another two years. Is it a fact that the rates 
of the English firm are higher than those of the’ other firms. It is for Your 
Lordships to inquire if these are facts. jan ws 


it 


Hastings House School. 


It appears that a provision of Rs. 15,000 hag been.made for a Head 
Master for the Hastings House School at Alipore. Qne fails to understand 
why the schoolwas opened and what useful purpose it has served or is 
intended.to serve. Ifit is intended for the sous of a few England-returned 
gentlemen who do not like their sons. to be sent to England, all I can say is 
that they should maintain such an institution out of their own pocket.” What 
is the number of such students and what.is their expense ? The school, aa_ 
I understand, was established for five years. Tt was meant to accommodate 
100 students. In August last the Member in charge admitted that the 
Government themselves were not satisfied with the present state of the pra: 
but admitting’ it the Government ‘were not prepared to cry peccavt. . B 
_ unfortunately Government never do it. They never. admit that they have 
committed a mistake. Though the probationary period of the school was for. 
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five years ouly ¢e., from 1915 to 1920, we are surprised to learn that the 
Government, of India have been approached to extend the period up to 1922. 
Not. content with spending—wasting would be the better word—a very large 
- amount of money-per annum, Government are going to provide for a teacher 
on a pay of Rs. 1,250 per mensem. He would not only be an Indian Bducational 

ervice man but would get at one jump about the maximun Salary of the service 
and that when the rupee is worth 2s. 11d. The probationary period has ex- 
tended for a pretty long time. A tree is known by its fruit. ‘The boys who are 
being educated in the school have so far become neither fish, nor flesh, nor good 
herrmg. Government have so far wasted more thau a lakh of rupees in the 
experiment. The public have a right to ask Government to stop here and 
not to proceed any furthér. That the school has deteriorated will be evident 
from thé fact that not only have the number of boys greatly decreased, 
it has decreased from 105 to 43—but that the resulis of the examinations of 
the last two years when compared with those of the first two years. of 
its existence have been far from satisfactory. I am told that at the last 
examination no one was successful. Such is the school over which Govern- 
ment are going to spend more money. It is high time we should cry halt. 


Primary Education, 


I. shall now speak a word@about primary education. In the course 
of a resolution for allotting a larger amount on primary education I have 
practically said all I had to.say on the subject. I am glad that a sum of 
three. lakhs have been allotted for the development of primary education in 
Calcutta. It is said that only a lakh of rupees has been allotted for the deve- 
lopment of “primary education in the muffassal municipalities because the 
municipalities are not ready with their schemes and would not be able toutilize 
a larger amount even if it were allotted. The municipalities, as I have already 
said, would not be ready with the scheme necessary for the purpore of asking 
for a contributiow from Government unless they are assisted by uhe executive 
officers of the Education Department. I would therefore ask the Director of 
Public Instruction to lend the services of, say, six Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
for three months to these municipalities to prepare the schemes for submis- 
sion to Government, as required by the Primary Education Act. It would not 
cost more than Rs. 2,000, The amount is trifling, but the gain will be 
enormous. Government know very well how to make a scheme a success 
and how best to make it a failure. By helping the municipalities to a very 
small extent by lending the services of a few Sub-Inspectors of Schools in the 
way indicated by me, Gao ment would be really furthering the cause of 
primary education in the country. 


Provincial Civil Service. 


Government have been pleased to%set apart a substantial amount to give 
increment to the salary of the members of the Provincial Executive and 
Judicial Services and generally to give effect to the reconmendations of the 
Public Services Commission. . This‘has pleased a Jarge number of deBerving 
servants of Government. We hdpe and trust that the members of these 
“services will be recruited by, means Of such competition as the Govern- 
ment think proper and not by nomination as is done at present. The 
present system has a most demoralising effect and ought to be put a stop to 
- atonce, aaa 5 ; ih a 
My Lord, We are literally on the parting of the ways. F rom next year we 
enter-into.a new stage in the political development of our, country. We are 
on the eve of momentous changes in‘ the constitutional: history of our— 
~eountry. The financial side of this important change is of special interest to 
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us at the present moment. A great deal depends upon the amouut which is 
allotted on the reserved subjects in this year’s budget for tha. would be the 
uide in succeeding years so far as expenditure on those subjects is concerned. ~ 
The amoung allotted this year on the reserved subjects seems to us to be 
rather. large, larger than in any preceding year. Curtailment is necessar 
where it can be done. For Your Lordship will find that henceforth the 
fight between the non-official and the official member§ will be keen as regards 
the allotments on ‘ reserved’ and ‘transferred’ subjects are concerned.” : 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— - 


“My Lord, I congratulate the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Marr on the budget presented this year for the lucid tanner in” 
which the general situation and the several heads of revenue and expendi- 
ture have been explained. Fuller information, however, is ‘wanting for 
42—Irrigation—Major Works, 48—Minor Works and Navigation and XXXIJ and 
45—Civil Works,’specially for repairs and works in progress under head 45— 
Qivil Works. There is no explanation why the expenditure incurred 
under the management of Public Works officers under head 45—Civil Works 
should not be adjusted to the appropriate headsvof account as far as possible 
as done in the case of lump grant to Commissioners of divisions and 
Collectors of districts under this head. A lump reservation of Rs. 20,00,000 
has been shown,as probable savings without any explanation for what 
particular works this heavy saving is. expected. The budget should 
show in detail what repair works are to be undertaken and what are 
the works in progress and what explanation is there for the inability Gf the 
department in finishing the works undertaken within the year. 


There was a large increase last year in the available free balance, and it 
has been shown that a sum of Rs. 33,65,000 has been utilised out of the 
balance at credit of this presidency. But when the figures are examined it 
will be seen that a sum of Rs.” 29,46,0U0 only has been “taken under the 
sanction of the Government of India from the real available free balance and 
at the end of this financial year there would still be at least Rs. 1,54,00,000 
available to be spent for useful purposes in future years. The Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler very justly noticed in conclusion of his budget speech 
last year that this available free balance has id factybeen built up by the 
overcautiousness of the department in preparing the budget estimates 
during the last several years. If this fortune really belongs to us and if 
it was.accummulated through the economical management of the ~Provin- 
cial revenues for several years, I fail to understand why this heavy 
sum should still be allowed to remain idle wherever it may be. We may not 
be allowed to spend it without special sanction, but there is no reason~ why 
it should not be deposited in a bank at least to carry interest. 


I may be permitted to notice in connection with the budget that th 
time has really come when some bold and courayeous step should be taken 
for-the relief of the people of Bengal. We are, hard’ pressed on all: sides. 
The ptice of every nevessary of life has gone up abnormally high. The country 
is groaning under the oppression of the middleman_ and the money-lender 
on one side and on the other the profiteering and the privileged classes 
grown .up under the peculiar circumstances of the. great European war. 
If-some means “ould be devised for being Tahene from the clutches and grips 
of these persons most ofthe difficulties would be removed. What has fare 
done at Naogaon for the ganja cultivators can, with great advantage, be done 
in other direetions also so far as the cultivators are concerned. New indus- 
tries should be started, and the vast resources of the country should’be 
developed and fully utilized for directly benefiting the country. The pur- 
chasing ‘ae silver has increased, and the exchange rate is very favourable. 
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larger import. It is high time that the large free balance referred to before 
should be fully utilized, and any more useful purpose. cannot be conceived for 
its further detention ‘and development. If 16 lakhs will do for the full pro- 
nme of the new Department of Industries as stated in the budget, why 
should 4 lakhs only be provided for the purpose this year and why should 
not a technological institute, be at once started with up-to-date machines 
for its full working? Your Excellency will, I hope, rise to the height of 
the occasion for inaugurating ‘schemes for the relief of the sufferers 
committed to your care.. The, co-operative movement at Nacgacn has 
not only benefited the ganja cultivators, but the Government and the 
Naogoan public as well, and it remains for Your Excellency to see if, with the 
credit of ‘this large cash balance within the reach of Your Excellency’s 
Goverhment, some such thing cannot be done for the immediate relief of the 
people of Bengal. - 

In this connection I may refer to one other thing of very great national 
importance. which has attracted public attention—I mean the sale of reverse 
Council bills. It ig an irony of fate, my Lord, that a sympathetic Secretary 
of State of Mr. Montagu’s stamp should at this time of strain permit sale of 
reverse Council bills causing heavy loss to India and counteracting all the 

+ benefits of the favourable exchange rate. 


Theré*is additional provision in the Budget of Rs. 1,07,21,000 over and 
above the~last year’s revised budget. Of this heavy sum Rs. 34,19,000 come 
fromthe balance’of Imperial earmarked grants for Education, Sanitation and 
Ranchi Lunatic Asylum, Rs, 29/46,000 from the savings and Rs. 43,56,000 
from the general revénue, but the latter two items are nearly swallowed 
up practi¢ally for ordinary purpcses by— 


: Lakhs. 
%—Land. Revenue, nearly fea vt 124 
19—A—Courts of Law, over wide wed 8 
20—Poliee (Presidency Police), nearly oer 7 
29—Superanuation and retired allowances, nearly 24 

32—Miscellaneous, over ... iss oie 18 

45—Civil Works, nearly ,.. fr de 21 
Total a 70} 


The budget, however, shows that Your Excellency’s,Government are 
keen about the requirements in all possible directions, and large schemes 
have been taken up for the improvement of sanitation and education and 
development of agriculture, forestry and industrial movement. .Steps are 
being taken for giving effect to the recommendations of the Public Services 
Commission and for improving the pay and prospects of the Subordinate 

- Educational Service and the ministerial departments. I may be permitted in 
this connection to bring to Your Excellency’s notice the hard case of the 
‘Civil Court peons, mufassal sfinisterial officers, Subordinate Executive Service 
. ‘and Assistant Surgeons. 
With due deference to the observations made last year, it is greatly to 
_be regretted that the police expenditure is gradually increasing and the much- 
- needed reform for the sepgyation of the judicial and executive branches has 
not as yet been taken up. tae 
_.. Development. of villages, and the question of the unemployed and the 
“solution of the bread problem are the burning questions of the, day. If the 
~ villages are to be at sanitation, education and medical relief shall 
have to be more largely provided for. 
. The spread of knowledge of the improved method of scientific agriculture 
and agricultural education is another very important factor in the village - 
i Hopes are being entertained that the recent measures for the 
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development of village self-government and spread of primary education and 
the much coveted administrative reforms would be judiciously and sympathe- 
tically worked out without undue official interference and a new era-of 
progress and relief may be inaugurated under your Excellency’s guidance and 
support. ’ ie 

In conclusion, | beg to draw the attention of the Hon'ble the 
Finance Member -to another requirement in the Budget Statement. In 
Appendix E a statement of receipts and charges of District Boards and 
Distriet Road Fund has been given in an abstract form. Instead of this a 
comparative table showing the receipts and charges under the several ‘heads 
enumerated for each district and a-similar statement for the municipalities’ in 
Bengal would be a great help in understanding the real situation and the 
possible lines of improvement and this will make the budget complete for 
ordinary purposes,” ' . x) 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said -— ee 


“My Lord, the most remarkable feature of the figures presented by the’ 
budget, mentioned on page 4, is a very large growth of revenue. Now, my 
Lord, a growth of revenue is always welcomed whether in private individual 
life or in the ease of Government, and therefore it is a matter of,congratula- 
tion; but a cursory examination of the figures rather reveals to! us that this, 
growth of revenue is not a matter of congratulation™so far as the sp@ople: are 
concerned. I find that there has been an increase of révenue under Stamps, 
Income-tax, Registration, Jails, Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments, and 
soon. Letus take the case of the growth of revenue under the head Stamps. 
There, it is said, the high price of foodstuffs is one of ths reasons. which 
have swelled the receipts, and the next reason given is the continued indus 
trial and trade prosperity in Calcutta. That is again a matter whether the 
people can be congratulated on that because it is well known how a certain 
section of traders acquired fabulous wealth .at the expense of the people. 
Then again, under the head Registration, there are three causes mentioned for 
the large growth of revenue. The*first reason is the abnornial increase in the 
value of house property in Calcutta. It is doubtful whether that is good for- 
tune or a misfortune to the people. The next thing is the high price of food- 
stuffs. I cannot conceive a greater misfortune to the people than this high 
price of foodstuffs which leads to more borrowing and all sorts of evils. 
Then the third cause for the growth of revenue under thiswhead is the 
cyclone in Kast Bengal—another great national calamity. hese are the 
reasons which, it is said, have swelled the receipts under this head. ~ 


Then, my Lord, take another case, the case of Income-tax. This is due, it 
is said, to the satisfactory profits of the jute industry and the increased pros- 
perity in certain mercantile trades. So far as the profits of the jute industry are 
concerned, there again, I do not know whether we can congratulate ourselves 
upon them It is well known how these profits are made at the expense of 
the growers. Here on page 4 it is-said, ‘in spite of the fact that the districts 
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of Tippera and Bankura suffered from famine.’ It appears to me that it 


would have been more appropriate if the phrase ‘because of’ were used 
instead of ‘in spite of’, tise Ye 


There is one item for which I must oonbratalase the Gove ament and the ‘ 


people also. I find that the revenue has fallen wider the hea “Excise” and 
this is said to be mainly due to the measures adopted by Government to 


check consumption and to a’ fall in revenue’ under i head ‘Liquors and — 


spirits made in India after European methods’. I find in the Hon'ble 
Mr.: Marr's speech that, with a view to check consumption, the diaty on 
country spirit for different. strengths was enhanced in the districts of 
Hooghly, a ee a anas, Calcutta and Jalpaig 

» and in’ last the retail prices of country spirit was 
throughout the presidency. ‘The opening hour also of premises for th 


iguri in January, 


* 





; “edb toe adlniptions: therein. was fixéd at. 
ns x 
“In January last last the duty on country spirit for 
ay Te with effect from the lst April, 1920; 
3 ene a » Jalpaiguri; Rangpur; Dacea, Mymensingh: 
fee Pe A find HN the price per seer of ganja was also 
s. 60 to Rs, 75, and the rate of duty on bhang was uniformly 
seer for all districts. I mufst express our gratefulness toe 
adopting all these restrictive measures and for the-fall in 
@ This i is about the receipts side. 


the expenditure side I fied there are some savitigs over which, “sia 
Lord, ‘to observe that I cannot congratulate Government.. I find 
ings haye been effected under the heads of Edueation, Sanitation, 
18, Minor Works and Navigation and Civil Works—Public Works 
ment. "As regards Education, speaking generally, that is not a 
where savings opabi: to have been effoeted. The savings under this; 
‘said to be main due to pe. non-ntilization of the provisions for 
eavaine and for the scheme for the training of gurus, 
ernment of India not having been received in time’to 
snditure being incurred, Then about Sanitation, Here also 
have beemany sayings effected. It is said that the savings 
d are due toa certain extent-to the non-utilization in full of the 
: provision for Sanitation. It is rather a matter of regret that while there 
cnr qari sanitary measures could not have been adopted. Then 
another head—45— ivil Works—Public Works Department, the savings 
inability of the department to spend the budget grant 
ar as this matter is concerned, this réminds me*of a certain 
by ‘the Hon’ble Mr. “Cumming in the course of the 
‘Putiget resolutions last year when some of us | Suggested that 
sh ‘money might be taken out of the grant for “ Civil Works— 
forks. Department”. He said that: ‘ everybody must dip his hand 
“of the Pablic "Works Department.’ It is rather interesting to 
ak rat she fall amount has not been utilized. Then we find, as regards 
improvement of waterways and drainage projects, that, owing to the 
ene ‘of superior rand og eines 3 works could not, be executed. _ This. again is , 
es There was money available, and only there.” 
ey to execute the works. 


ees ds eae for the next year is cgncerned, I find that under'the, 
Land Revenue there is a very large increase sanctioned. This 
incl | Rar 2,50,000 for carrying on: the. scheme of vircle officers appointed 
x ne PV. ce es, Act. As the case stands now, there must 
be provision mad circle officers, and I have no complaint against that ; but 
: Tdo complain is the absence of some provision for financing the union 
ives. When the | Bill was passed into law we asked for same 
‘on in the Act for fineaoing these boards. That was not, 
ypted by Government, but assurance was given about these” 
n although no statutory obligation was made. It is rather” 
; wee o vest aie should be no provision made for. financin: 


poin 
these u ti which or constituted. Large or stall, 
Pe ovis cea es mt ade 













































boards, and in the veined of 
Sc nice le officers will be more or 
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The Makacajethie ja hide es Burdwan, 


ground given, namely, that the pent ‘have’ iit mania 
schemes for the development of primary education, is a sufti ‘groul 

was certainly the duty of the municipalities, but at the same time ( 
might (fave - been expeditéd by'Government also. = = 


With the permission of the Hon'ble Member in ‘charg to ma 
a swall prayer in this connectién. My prayer is this ; or pt years past I 
have been moving for raising the Comilla. Girls’ School to the-statua. of a. 
High English School.- This is not a very ambitious project, and though it is 
a small matter it is very necessary, as there is a great emand for it. ; The * 
poor people cannot send their girls to other districts, and the result is that 
ial rls have to go without any education. I appeal to your Lordship to 
pees r whether if is not possible to make some B stad for raising: the 
school to the status of a ‘High English Pel Me ea 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said -— | 


“My Lord, Ido not propose on behalf of Government to wenigke. ibe,” 
‘length on some of the points »raised the speakers on the budget 
rn. The Hon'ble the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabe eet vory — 
ny aia to the notice of Government the general of 
» 4 ale education. I can assure him that this Govern e fully 
alive to the responsibility they have with regard to Muhammadan | vin tha 
Recently the question of Mubammadan education arose in the Imperial. 
Legislative Council in consequence of a resolution, and we hope eo ‘to 
re-examine the position with regard to Muammadan education gener 






I shall now turn tO some of the points raised by - mg hon'ble' friend: 
Raja Hrishikesh Laha, in his speech. He has very pertinently put two 
questions toGovernment. First of all, he has asked for a declaration as to_ 
whether Government would come to the help. of the District Boards if 1 
expenditure was required for sanitary works which they could not meet; a 
if so,in what way. ‘Thisisrathera hypothetical question, and it is impossible 
for Government to give a definite promise or to commit themselves without - 
any details as to the expenditure involved or the amount. which the District. 
Boards themselyes would provide. I may remind the Hon'ble | 
Government have already been generous in making grants j 
schemes. The District Board, of which he himself happens 
Chairman, has already reosiyed a grant of Rs. 2 lakhs fox as the Nowe 













“Sunthi scheme, while the .Magrahat scheme was rendered possible } 
loan and grant given’ by Government. If he will refer to the Sanitary” 
Budget for this year he. will also see that, in. geri Ree Rs. | 

quinine grants, Government are contributing Rs (2 lakhs towards a 

‘malarial schemes in District. Board areas, besides providing a ‘sum os 
Rs. 80,000 for works to be carried out.entirely at Government cost. The 
contributions of Government in future years will depend on the amounts — 
available for expenditure, but I trust that it will be possible | for Goy. 

to contribute to help District Boards that are willing to take 1 

ed works. ‘Fhe Hon’ble sees has also asked w 


- Seb ptr sg for. esd 
» would be given to District. ae Te a 












_ share of the burden of providing a more cc 
cation and cannot be diverted to the Dis’ 
rds in any ¢ tame gait pUse- foris< in 
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LS EE en In addition to this, Government hava undertaken 
He _ the panchayati union system the object of which is to provide each-union with 
Ne. ~ a decent’primary school. Under this scheme 119 primary schools. for boys 
- and 80 schools for girls were established during tee leat r for which 
Ps ( ebetiotion are available, and it was intended to go on with »the scheme till 
es union had a primary school conducted on approved lines. ; 


The flon’ble Raja Sahib has very rightly pointed out that we have wide 
no provision in this year’s budget for the erection of residences for additional 
: matte ip Sa and Munsifs. I plead guilty to a certain extent, my Lord, 
. but if the Hon’ble Member wil Nt to the budget he will find that for 

paucity of funds we have had to cut down the judicial portion of the budget 
considerably, but I believe the Public Works Department can later on advise 
_ us as to whether any ec could be taken up, but for the present it is not 
iy possible ae do so. 


to! shall now turn to some of the points touched by - ‘the Hon'ble Babu 

Sarat Chandra Chakravarti. He comes from Dacca and it is natural that he 

~ should advocate some of the needs of his city and his district. But Ido not, 

think he can complain thee Dacca -is at all neglected by the Government. 

~-- We are already proceeding with} the sewerage scheme, and I think that by 

the time Government are ready with a Town Planning Bill for the presidency 

the people of the city might desist. from the rather indelicate use of the 
Dalai khal that they present indulge in. 


~ 


As regivas the starting. of an Improvement Trust for the city of Dacca, 
vee think that..when the Town’ Planning Bill is before the ere it will be 
time to consider the matter. é 


With regard to the Dacca University, which we all hope will be started 
before long, the Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor and both the Hon'ble Babu 
Sarat Chandra Chakrabartti have spoken and shave given their approbation to 
the scheme, On the other hand, they have asked Government to provide 
for the Faculties of Medicine and Agriculture whilst Babu Sarat Chandra 
Chakrabartti would like also the Faculties of Engineering and Technology 
introduced. Regarding the Faculty of Engineering it ought to be quite 
- clear by now that it has been definitely ruled out. As regards Modicine and 
: Aaricditiies provision fas been made and it is not for my department to make 
any sr penaorte as to the possibilities of starting them or otherwise. 


Regarding ‘the mer 28 & of Manshiganj and sanitary improvements of 
j and Tangail, 1 shall certainly have the matters looked up, but 
i at pene present moment | am unable to say definitely one way or the other. 


Phe Hon'ble the Vice-Chancellor has very rightly-brought to the acting 
of Pamernsiene the necessity for the provision of larger facilities for female 
aati and 1 fully sympathize wit him in bis desire. But on the-other 

I do not quite see eye to eye with him about Government's action in 
this matter. Tt is true with the growing needs of female education in this 
country the-responsibilities of Government are increasing, but in Calevtta or 
P< thar Sige for that matter we do possess quite a fair number of 
the higher education of girls and where I differ from him is 
our immediate need is more in the oe of primary education for 
gir s than anything else.“ ae 
is rae that in tho quoted higher education figures furthor developments 
’ od | will come, | the bottom, so far asthe education of 
» have to try to. build, and I can assure the ‘Hon'ble 
ion Department i 8 working with their pe apaaibe on 
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<a ‘ Pa ; Aha 

_ | shall now turn to the-speeeh of the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
He has mentioned two facts with which I am immediately concerned... One is _ 
of course the Hasti House School. dingthis I have very little to 
add to whateL said when the matter was discussed in Dacca. Wehave 
provided in the budget for morestaff. It is true that the number of boarders: _ 
is not what it used to be, but the number of day scholars is increasing. 1 ~ 
hope my hon’ble friend from Behala will not charge me with infroducing a 
spirit. of levity, but I am inclined to- say in the words of the well-known 
Bengali adage : Uc crY rs arfe Sta BAM ATF; that is to say,“ whom I donot like. 
even his mode of walking or gait is distasteful,” that anything in connection ~ 
with the Hastings House School is not likely to meet with the approval of © 
my hon’ble friend. But on the other hand, | think that theré is another 
aspect of the matter to be considered. It is all very well to get up and say, “ If 
a handful of enlightened gentlemen of Bengal desire to give an education on _ 
the lines of the education that ig imparted in some of the public schools in >- 
England, that they should support the school and maintain it out of their own 
pockets,” but on the other hand, is that really a true estimate of the traditionsy - 
the tenacity, the pride of the Bengalees as a race? Would he like that this 
project should be given up by Government without @fair trial; would he like. 
that in a province where enlightenment is to be found to such a degree, where 
‘alone, if anywhere. such a public school could ee i kaye the Government 
should give it up without afull trial? |My Lord, the Hon’ble Member. has 
himself in his budget speech said that this will be the last budget discussion 
under existing conditions. It will be up to the ministers of the fitmre to close 
down the Hasting House School if they like, but on behalf of rnment 
Tam not prepared at the present moment to cry a halt as any lron’ble friend 
has desired. I think that the Government should be permitted to go on with 
this experiment, which is being carried out at the request of some of the ~ 
Hon’ble Mr. Ray's own countrymen like Lord Sinha of Raipur and others, and 
] think that it'is a mistake to think that this Government has ‘absolutely, so 
to speak, made up their mind and that in spite of repeated requests they do ~ 
not wish to give up the project. Government only want to give this school OF! 6 ae 
this type of School a chance, for after all, it is not very pleasant for the 
Government either to go on spending such a considerable sum of money each 
year, when, the results have certainly not been altogether encouraging, and 
I would therefore urge my hon’ble friend to postpone judgment on this 
question until some time hereafter. a rea NR 


I now turn for a moment to the question of primary education regarding 
whieh the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray has drawn the attention ofthis 
“Council. My Lord, Government are only too anxious to assist municipalities 
with regard not only to the question of returns, but also to give advice and 
help by lending the services of the inspecting staff under the Director of 
Public Instruction, and if the Hon’ble Member ‘were to bring the munici-- —_ 
a i that are anxious to get sueh advice to the notice of the Director of 
ublic Instruction, I am sure every facility would be afforded to them. ie Pt = 
~ have nothing further to'say.” wil I sea Rt ts aoe Ne Jaggi Sheet 


we 







The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said :— gies a pom . 
_ | “My Lord, there are a few subj cts regardin; which iv Pp ey were 
T should offer some remarks te the Council” Thetas narks deal with points 


about which there seems tobe some misapprehension in. 
departments which are under my charge. There is first ¢ 
ment of Agriculture. Under that. head the Hon'ble Raja hl 
has reconmen ted to Government that in spite of adverse circumstances 
effort should be made for the cultivation of cotton on artextended scale with 
2 a. view: to, ki B ? | “4 y 1 in‘ u Ms of tim Chi ve 2) on 8 
what hopeful against hope in this matter myself; "ae gta 


ote yy — 
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fact he is quite unaware ; further that, 
Dr dete ‘the tenor of his remarks. That fa ; 
— is a legatee of certain action taken by its bap 
camped the time seemed to be good and sufficie 
Jess than courtesy demands that the rie eh paw hat 
~ explore the line of action which was then open 
"ean say, moreover; that Government have antic seth he Hon 
in taking into consideration, the ropes) © ¢ 
ot his il regarding a practical suggestion, But “woke 
' ‘Hindley does ize that this practical suggestion does 1 
question whisk “els ie ne oie bridge , namely, forthe he 
form of bridge to sitit both present and future requirements ; for t prac 
sng on tia the calling forsondet ter lly tes: type of bridge, ni 
floating. bridge. Pe rer: ees ps peg in view of action | 
possible-+o 


taken 
‘more a than ing io been. “sai ang inl case. 


siticceebialy Unite a a ccileeel i'Vigd ok ie 
ithe Neck of the Publie Works De ent, which wovers | _ onl; 
- of drainage, but questions of intertial waterways. 
- Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Ohakravarti and the “Hon'b 
Bahadur*have made certain observations. — ‘Government qu c 
force of their remarks, and recognize that some impatience is i ineviti 
has been nomen ement Rise Pa oe Sita in this conwect 
n in e. It is, an val] possib) 
carry on the work, w hich Government equally with the Fb embers 
- desire to effect, without: nee “The Public Works D sss n 
= Babu AkhileChandra Datta made a passing rem 
considerably from: paucity of officers. At present the d 
“cent. understrength. Recently ihe Chief Engineer of thi 
submitted proposals with: Det “personal full jconcurrence 
‘ -inerease in the cadre of this department; and to — a 
nt: denn -which he oe forward are by no means in excess of t! : 7 
4 own’ view is that this deparment requires no fewer than 1) ; 
_ and proposals have been made to nf joey Ame water ways divi 
new circles of. superintendaness: 09 rar Ch te di 
‘or which the Tad » Babu Sa 













“pete: Hon'ble Sir Claude Hill sites is quite relevant in answer to his 


“enquiry. ‘With Your Excellency's permission I shall read it :— 


See “Phe project for the Grand Trunk Canal in Bengal. which has be 

es Aa “under consideration, has now been worked out ‘in detail and - 

bt “which amounts to Rs. 309 lakhs, has been forwarded to- the 
s Basesetty of State for sanction. The scheme is designed to provide direct 
Bb sernoad steamer navigation bet ween Calcutta and (a) - Ganges, (b) Assam, 

- Cachar and Sylhet and (c) Barisal. The canal is eventually to have a width ° 

of 400 feet, though in the first instance its width will be 250 feet, with widen- 
Sen pd intervals for crossings. The canal will form a most important link in 

of waterways in Bengal, and will be an asset of the greatest 

ee ete to Calcutta and those districts i in the presidency which depend upon 

vei as an outlet for their trade.” 


‘Ido not think I require to add anything further to that statement, : 
“except to say that Goverment regret just.as much as the Calcutta ‘Improvement 
_ Trust that circumstances over which they have no control have deferred the 
_ eonstrugtion of this. very importan Gite It was sent to the Government 
~~ of India last year ; and if ever it materializes, the public of Bengal will have 
Mie ason to be very ‘grateful to its engineers, and more specially to Mr. Addams; 
ee to whom the merit for ‘this particular alignment — should be 


ves “My Seas -I have no further remarks to make regarding the subjects in 
the departnasnts which are under my control: * 


‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— 


“My Lord,it has already been noticed by more than one speaker, and 
the fact seems tO me to be worth emphasising, that this is the last occasion on 
‘which the budget will be discussed in a meeting of this kind. In that sénse 
we are at the end of a chapter. ‘This somewhat discursive and general 
debate had a raison d’étre in the old days, before the time. of questions, 
ivate legislation and resolutions. It really died a death with th orley- 
into Reforms, and it might almost have been discarded when these were 
epaeeiactd. In fact the idea of discarding. it was thea mooted, but it 
_ survived largely in deferance to traditions an in accordance with the wishes 
-~ of the non-official members, But under the new procedure it will disappear, 
and under the revised budget rules, in so far as we have seen them in draft, 
the future course of action will be the presentation ofthe budget, followed b 
an adjournment ; a a general discussion upon the budget, in which there will 
be no voting but which, it is to be hoped, will be confined more closely than 
now to financ issues, "and bsvteg tho introduction by the different members 
and ministers | of votes on grants which will be taken according to the different 
. jor heads. ‘hat will probably be the procedure of the future, 
pe bate im iately, we are concerned ° with ‘things as they are, and, followin, 
pre nt, I wi ' notice briefly. one or two points which have beori raisi 
oday “3 cially braaey eoneerning the Dopattnaytiy rite I am 


ptt 















sites has tsdstolited by Baba Akhil Ohaades Dutta, who 
; ee Relic! the reasons which have been given in the 
‘in in the revenue of the year. JHe appears to | 
tas of the the Bianco Department is one of fierce joy over 
jes See ‘almost to, éxultation if we hear of 
0 dis: itrous: ‘aga iy of. one ae <— sa, be a 
ons in the st pe ae tl explanatory of different finance ap 
| we ebare with him his | tin so far wer nen indicate ft 
 prospe y of the people of the province. sald 


- sa \ 


aa 40 
‘ faecal =a ap Hs ave wy renee Fe ome A 
il difficulties. In the first place there “a poin 
iently draw upon our soreness ae we havo 
a a ‘and other provinces i ellen pu Midis yo drawn on. them 
extent which would be w “Government of : 
this matter, after all siieda' in the bined: of our: on 5 
© there is a practical re beyon: which hi Sot pang i 1) 
ear even if we go through the 
r. Cumming has pooner. referred t 


Departament, and that is tra sel 
‘EEEC part wre 


Gears 

sir ~ to get things t 

were precluded from vous 
he ogi ‘ble - Sgsate ‘would have liked to see. 


: 2 a to more partioular issues, we aha Se ‘atd-friena 
‘Sutil the foreboding ‘voiced in’ various quarters, sotebly. a the. Hon'ble 
Nawab Bahadur, as to the growth of police a. 
saathes place we had a sporting lg from 
* ges was handed over to him he ‘onl 
the present expenditure. 1° am a rally 3 
nd of offer. "It savours of the flat~catch 
terise the less reputable financial 
‘i aa pete. Sh a aie te 
' ols me cag gd how eG mld p 
erances of 
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wise ; enema Sir Henry Wheeler. 

- licenses ; and “another large item, the enhancement of the pay of head- 


constables, which is decountable for two lakhs of rupees and which h 
himself advocates as a necessary and reasonable measure. The matter of the 
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“-village police has of course, been misunderstood since Government do not , 


_ pay for village chaukidars. In our budget there is small item on acco 

- ¢lerks and rewards, but the ordinary expenditure is incurred nuaay? te 
Village Chaukidari Act. I think if the Hon’ble Member will study our 

ss pagar of the Police budget, he will see that the expenditure ofi the 

- Police is largely of a reasonable and justifiable character. 


~ Babu Surendra Nath Ray has joined with him in expressing a hope that 


I should make a sympathetic pronouncement on the subject of the Criminal 
rable ts, sca Department, the abolition of which is very close to his heart. 

n talking of the Criminal Investigation Department it is somewhat. over- 
lodked (largely, no doubt, due to the fact that the political aspect of the 
Criminal Investigation Department has loomed rather conspicuously in recent 
years) that it was primarily an organisation for dealing with ordinary crime, 
and until criminal tribes become angels, and the ordinary criminal who preys 
upon society grows wings, it will be necessary to maintain an, organisation for 
curbing their activities. Therefore, it is never, likely that the Criminal 
Investigation Department will entirely disappear from the budget. ‘On the 


4 


political side it is no doubt true that unfortunate events of recent years have ~ 


led to an enhancement. of our expenditure, but with the disappearance of 
various ugly features in our provincial life we have already reduced our 
ex iture on the Criminal Investigation Department, and Hon'ble Members 

- will notice that the budget shows a reduction of Rs. 65,000 under “ temporary 
foree,” which, roughly speaking, is the force employed more particularly in 

connection with seditious crime. We. hope. if the present state of things 
continue, to effect) still further‘ reductions. We have saved money by the 
very large reduvtions we have made in the number of detenus under surveil- 
lance and of people who unfortunately had to be dealt with under Regulation 
_ UT, and with the return of happier time further economiés may -be possible. 
So much, Sir, for the police. ne ” 


- I-now tarn to Medical. Most of the criticisms which have been offered 
under that head have to do with Medical Education, and I defer*my remarks 
on that point till the resolution which is about to be moved by Mr. P. C: 
Mitter. Apart from this we have a wish expressed by Babu Sarat Chandra 
Chakravarty that the Dacca University should include a Medical Faculty ; 
that is already dealt with in section 22 of the Act, and we shall now haye to 

_, consider in consultation with the Education Department how the practical 
details can be worked out, Sir Nilratan Sircar has brought up again the 
very worthy: project of a school of dentistry, and I share with him the hope 
‘going to be expensive. e recently apie, scheme before us, and 

approved of it even despite its cost, as it/had been examined by our expert 

Sa icors. who thought that it was the minimum which we ought properly to 

’ undertake: But the total estimate was no less than a matter of Rs. 10,00,000 
oni me Rs,,32,000 for recurring expenditure. Therefore it may be diffi- 

engeye e the money, although I hope it may be possible to do 8o before 
very | But we have not included it im next year’s budget in view of 

a her important projects which are already 1m progress in connection 
; tal Colloge. : ‘ 








01 Stine nincbiianbbut point is pethaps worthy of remark, and that is 
connection with the comment of Babu Strendra Nath Ray that the Provin- 
al Services should in future be recruited by competitive examination. It 


giving to the Provincial Executive Service, it may be 
De na A 


that before long that may be an accomplished fact. Unfortunately it is . 


uch todo with the budget, but as we have just published the improv-_ 
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Sir Henry Wheeler. 


worth while explaining how. matters stand in. this ‘matter stil: “ ts sh : 


When we submittgd our opinion to the Goyernment.of India qn the report. of 

the Public Services Commission in connection with the Provincial Service we 
made arecommendation in the matter of future recruitment... To that we 
have had no reply frorffthe Government of India, and the issue has bec 
complicated by another consideration which has been introduced. Section.38 
of the Government of India Act establishes a Public Services Commission to 
discharge in regard to recruitment and control of the public services, such 
functions as may be assigned by rule by the Secretary of State. We do not 
yet know what rules the Secretary of State is going to make, and we do not 
know whether this Public Services Commission, which will be a statutory 
body, will deal swith such things as the recruitment of the Provincial 
Services. The same idea was mooted by the University Commission, who 
desired to see small Service Commissions established in all provinces 
to deal with the standard of educational qualifications required in r- 
ent services, to conduct the examinations and to approve direct nominations. 
That idea has nct so far been pursued, and until these two matters are settled 
I am afraid we shall not be able to come to any definite -decision as to 
the future recruitment of the Provincial Services. a 


‘These are the only detailed points raised to-day with which I propose to 
deal, and as I began by a reference to the future, so { will end, . 

We not only to-day see the end of an old procedure for the discussion of 
the budget, but we stand on the threshold of entirely new changes in the 
presentation of the budget and the control over it which will be exercised by 
this Council. In fatare the budget will be presented under “ reserved and 
transferred ” heads, and the power of the Council in controlling the votes on 
grants will be very much greater than they are now. From every: point .of 
view we are deeply interested in seeing that the rising sun of the Refornis 
is not obscured by heavy financial clouds. For the dispersal of these clouds 
we look to the Meston Committee, which has recently visited this province, 
and the report of which has not yet been published. Since it has not been 
published it would not be suitable that I should discuss in detail the “consi- 
derations which we .pat before them, but I would’ like to mention the two 
main lines of argument which we took. As the Council is aware, the 
general scheme of finance under the Reforms Scheme is to take a standard 
of expenditure n the different provinces, and, deducting that from the 
various estimated provincial revenues, to arrive at “an estimated proyincial 

surplus. Against that surplus the scheme put the anticipated deficit. of the 
- Government of India, after keeping for that Government the normal Imperial 
revenues as they exist at present—that is tu say, Post Office, Customs, - a 
ways, etc.—and adding to them Income-tax and non-judicial Stamps ; lastly 
it was proposed to realise that deficit by similar percentage contributions 
from the different provincial surpluses. That, very roughly. is the financial 
scheme of the Reforms Report, and Hon'ble Members, ill. doubtless have 
_ noticed that other provinces have criticised Bengal as being v ip 
treated under the scheme, and have suggested that we shall not subscribe. 
our fair share to the Imperial revenues. In putting up our case before the 
Meston Committee we tried, with the valuable assistance'of the Finance 
Committee of this Council, to press two points. In the first place, that in 
calculating the standard expenditure of the province account ought to be 
had of.the fact that, under instructions from the Government of India, z 
~. expenditure had very largely to be curtailed during the war, and the ‘efore 
ot were not in our normal standard, which in/ordinary times would have 
. found a place there; that is to say, but for the war our expenditure would 
by now have risen to a higher figure than that at which it lly 
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_sthat is to. say, the Government of India first took away Income-tax and 
_ non-judicial Stamps, and then judged’ us (or rather notthe Go¥ernment of 
— India, but our outside critics judged us) by our contributions under® the 
remaining heads of which the chief, of course, is Land Revenue. Bengal’ 
being a permanently setiled province, our land revenue is mucl, smaller than 
_ in other provinces, and we seemed to show up badly. But on the other hand, 
eo er Income-tax and non-judieial Stamps the Government of India take. 
- from Bengal very much larger sums than they take from any other province 
except Bombay. ‘he same is true under ee although it is difficult to 
assess under ustoms exactly what duty levied in Calcutta is derived from 
things consumed in Bengal-and what.from consumption outside it. But there 
“is little doubt that the-lion’s share is derived from Bengal, and, therefore, we 
_ argued that if the contributions from the different provinces to the Govern- 
ment of India are to be properly judged, they should be judged under all 
aoe of revenue including in particular those of Income-tax and non-J udicial 
- Stamps. 


— 


I apologise for boring the Council with this rather technical discussion, 
but-as the report of the Meston Committee will be published shortly I . 
thought the members would like to know the general lines on which the 

Finance Department had presented the provincial claims. 


This, however, is at the moment a matter of the future and we are deal- 
‘ing with the present and the-past. It has been, I think, a matter of regret 
to us all that during the three years of Your Execellency’s incumbency our 
expenditure has been very badly hampered by the war and its consequences, 
but it is equally a matter of gratification to us all that during this year 1920- 
21 we hope to be able to some extent to shake ourselves frea from these fetters 
that have bound us during the last two or three years, and to make real 
- progress in many works of utility and benefit to the province. We hope to 
hand over to the new Ministers a large share of the accumulated provincial 
balances, as also approved schemes in various stages of maturity and elabora- 
tion, which, we trust, under their able guidance will be duly carried through.. 
If they are carried through to fruition under the auspices ofthe Ministers and 
not, of the old official Government, the old official Government will at least 
have the satisfaction of knowing that they have toiled at the foundations; 
though it was left to others to raise the superstructure ” 


we 


RESOLUTIONS. 
. LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 
(Under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public.interest.) 


The Hon’bie Mr. P. G. Mitter moved the following resolution :— 


_ This Council, while placing on record its appreciation for what the 
~ Government have done for extension of medical edtication, recommends to 
| the Governor in Council that early steps be taken to open more medical 
~ sehools in the Presidency of Bengal. 


He said :-— ~ 


re 







“My Lord, I venture to observe that the question of the extension of 
~ medical scliools is a question of the utmost public importance. . My Lord, the _ 
_-fact that there is need for a large number’of medical practitioners is evidenced * 
inal: gures of the census table, where we find that in the year 1911 37,439 
_. persons” were returned as medical practitioners, but althoygh such a large 
number were returned as medical practitioners in that year, we find that in 


bi the year 1918 only 3,000 and odd persons were registered as qualified medical 
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practitioners under the Medical Act. One may therefore say with confi- 
dence ‘ht in the year 1911 as many as 34,000 medical practitioners were ~~ 
quacks, men without any proper medical qualification, and if that number — 
were 34,000 in 1911, the number is not likely to be less than 40,000 to-day. 
My Lord, with such a demand for medical men is it not v2 desirable that 
we should have more qualified men to setve thé needs of the Province? My 
Lord, I: hope the Council. will -bear with me if I address them on another . 
aspect of the question. My Lord, in rural Bengal we have.only one medical 
man with registrible qualification—and it must be remembered that a medical — 
man who passes the vernacular course is deemed to have proper qualification 
under the Medical Act—to a population of 42,500. In England that figure - 
is somewhere near 1,250. and this difference is all the more striking when 
we compare the state of public health of England with that of Bengal. The 
figure42,500 which I have given may not be absolutely accurate, According — 
to Sir Nilratan Sarkar. it is nearer 48,000 than 42,500. Soif I erred I have 
erred on-the side of moderation. In the face of this undoubted need it is 
"hardly necessary to labour the point about more medical schools. I ought to 
say that my resolution deals with more medical schools not colleges, and I 
think a word of explanation is necessary for this. From the medical schools 
we hope to turn out men who will be of service in the rural~ areas—the 
population there is pocrer than the urban population—and they cannot afford 
to have highly qualified men, If they can get medical men with a training of 
say 3 or 4 years, then they will be able to afford to pay their fees, whereas in 
the case of highly qualified men, they will not beable to meet their fees. I do 
not for a moment advocate that we should not have move medical graduates, 
but the proper course for. increasing medical graduates will be first, .of all to 
increase the number of medical men educated in medical schools, and the 
increase in their number will create a demand for a larger number of consul- | 
tants. At the present,moment, I believe we are turning out less than 150 
medical men from our medical schools. J believe that the total number of 
medical students is somewhere near 600 or 700—I am “quoting these figures 
from the Director of Public Instruction’s report. Now about 150 medical 
men pass out Of the medical schools yearly, and that number is wholly ; 
insufficient to meet thedemand. As against this small number of medical stu- 
dent8 we have about 26,000 undergraduates passing through our literary and 
scientific colleges every year. Many of them have no liking for higher educa- 
‘tion but for want of something better drift towards higher~education, Many 
of these undergraduates will welcome a course of instruction in our medica 
schools if they get the opportunity. I always favour higher education, but 1 
do not like that those who are not really cut oat for higher education should 
drift to higher education. My Lord, if my suggestion be accepted, in the 
course of the next few years we shall have a at number of medical men _ 
who will be earning their living, and who will not only benefit themselves but 
will benefit their society and country. Now let us see whether the students _ 
who pass out of these medical schools will lack employment. The Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler is, I believe, under the misapprehension that these men 
will perhaps lack employment, but I can assure him that there will be no 
lack of employment. I may relate one of my personal experiences in this __ 
connection. Some time ago I advertised for a number of medical men who had 
passed from a medical school, on a salary of Rs. 40, and with liberty of private 
_ practice. I got only two applications, but 1 am sure if I had advertised for — 
ordinary graduates, I would haye got at least a hundred applications. About — 
six weeks later when I was in a position to appoint these two applicants I 
_ found they were already employed elsewhere. For their education we might 
utilise the hospitals in the town such: as i ig ospital, tke Howrah 
Hospital, or the Sambhu Nath Pundit Hospital, and in 
have the Mymensingh Hospital, Chittagong Hospital an 
the town hospitals the question was dis cussed la 
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member oe ee ie it would add to the already increasing number 
lents in the town, bat I venture to point out for the consideration of my 
~ hon’ble friend opposite that if we substitdte a member of medical students — 
for general students it will not add to the congestion of student population 
in -Caleutta. I agree with. Sir Henry Wheeler that it may be desirable to- 
_ reduce the congestion of the student population in the city, if possible 
~ but that is a vory different. problem, and should not be confused with the 
sent issue. However, all I want is more medical schools, and I would 
leave it tothe Government to choose for themselves. whether they should 
have more medical scliools in the town or in the mofussil or in both places. 
My Lord, at the present moment, I believe at any rate, according to the ° 
actuals of 1917-18 we have been spending about 14 lakhs for the two medical 
schools we have in the province. I know this expense will be higher when 
the Burdwan school is started, but, whatever the expense may be, it will 
be very litile as compared with what we spend on edueation»in general 
and higher education in particular in Bengal. I donot want the Government 
to ‘commit themselves definitely to medical schools and the fmancial question “ 
a number of will have to be considered by the Government when they take 
up any particular scheme. What I do want is that the Government should 
‘push ahead. My Lord, the resolution which ] move is a modest one, and I do 
not think more words are necessary from me to commend it to the Council.” 


‘The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar :— 


“My Lord, in supporting the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend 
Mr. P. C. Mitter, I have to draw the attention of Your Excellency’s Council 
to the fact that the Medical Act and the Medical. Degrees Act have res- 
_ trained the educational activities of the regularly trained medical men of 
Bengal. Indirectly, therefore the field-has been left to outlaws and quacks 
‘and this has been rather unfortunate. Of course, quackery can never be 
suppressed directly by law, but we can do a lot in the way of cornering quac- 
kery by a diffusion of medical education far and wide in Bengali society. It 
was expected, my Lord, that provision would be made after the passing of this 
Act for the diffusion of niedical education throughout Bengal. At one time 
there was the idea of subsidising and reorganising some of the medical 
institutions that were being conducted by some of the practitioners of 
Calcutta. One may be mentioned here—the National Medic.l Colleze—which 
was then and is still conducted by Dr. Mullick and a Committee. There 
- was an idea that this medical institution should be subsidised and reorganised 
by Government, and that this institution: should be brought into contact 
with some of the hospitals in Calcutta for clinical teaching. Evidently this’ 
idea fell through. Then on another ovcasion, Government accepted .a 
- resolution containing a proposal for starting a lower grade medical school for 
the training of village. practitioners. Nothing came out of that proposal. 
. [do not regret it because times have changed, and it “is not necessary 
- to sacrifice quality to quantity at the present time. We could now 
ke ciligt ¢4ulldiently, large number of passed students of our higher schools 
for the purpose of recerving medical education in our medical schools. The 
~ question is we must havea larger number of medical schools. As regards ~ 
such institutions it would always he necessary for Bengal to pool our resources 
~ both in the mofussil and in the town—resources both in existing hospitals 
and in prospective hospitals ant~theesérFice of non-official medical practi- 
'tioners. It is in this way that some of the medical institutions of this 
city have been built up. Of course we -cannot expect to start such institu- 
. tions on | yme standard on which the medical school of the whilom 
~ capital of “Western | , I mean Bitrdwat, has: been established or the 
¢ which the prospective school of dentistry is going to be ostab- 
ane. At the same time I believe if we work combining the — 


‘economy, it will be possible to conduct medical 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Khan Sahib Aman li. Tac 
‘institutions “for the purpose of training a fair number of medical: men at. 
different centres in Bengal. My Lord, 1 should not enter into detai vat this. 


stage, but the need is urgent. ‘The field, as | have already said, is left 
to quacks and outlaws, and medical schools well spring up, turning out — 
practitioners and who will have nothing whatever to do witli the Medital Act 
or the Medical Degrees Act, and the only way to prevent the activities -of 
such institutions and such practitioners would be to increase the number of 
miedical schools of the right sort in different parts of Bengal. ane 

I have nothing more to say. 1 am rather frightened tosee the activities 
in different quarters—activities devoted to start schools and institutions that. - 
donot come within the scope of the two Medical Acts, both of Bengal and of 
India. I hope Government-will realise this, and -will devote their attention to- 
wards the solution of this most important problem.” 


‘The Hon’ble Babu Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri said :-— 


“My Lord, I fully support the proposal. After what has been said 

the Hon'ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, | am fully convinced that Government wi 
consider, theguestion carefully... There is véry great need of medical practi- 
tioners in the mofussil, but as to how relief is to be given it is for Govern- 
ment to decide. They will collect the necessary material. I would only _ 
make one or two suggestions. ‘There is one class of practitioners—I mean the 
Kabirajes—and some of them are very successful physicians ; but the 
difficulty is that there” is no good system of studying Ayurveda. I would 
take this opportunity to suggest that if an examination like the tol examina- 
tion is introduced and anatomy and surgery are taught to the Katirajes the 
question of medical relief in the mofussil will be partly solved. As the matter 
of granting medical relief to the mofussil will have to be considered in various 
aspects, I beg that my suggestion may also be considered in this connection.” 


The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali said -— ~ 


“My Lord, I rise to support the resglution. ‘lo my mind under Your 
Excellency’s adminstration medical education las become very important 
and urgent. If Your Excelléney’s Government will look to the births and 
deaths account of the Province, Your Excellency’s-Government will see that 
the number of deaths is nearly double the births. This is a fact which Your 
Excellency’s Government should not lose.sight of ; moreover the Government — 
of India wants that the mofussil districts should. have more hospitals, and 
Your Excellency’s Government are not unmindful of the necessity, Your 
Excellency in different centres evinced feelings for the health of your people. 
‘Such being the facts, I hope and trust that Your Excelleney’s Government. — 
will be pleased to accept the-resolution. In my question. in this. Council — 
Government told me that for having a medical school for Chittagong, the 
matter is under consideration of Government. When in, last year’s “budget 
time I had opportunity to move the Finance Member in the matter, I was.old ~ 
that the scheme is a new one and so could not be taken up during wartime 
when there was a crying need for money. In this year, I repeated the same 
‘thing over again ; I was told that before the Burdwan Medical School is com- _ 
pleted no question for a medical school can be taken up for Kastern Bengal. 
My Lord, the remark was very disappointing A member of this Council — 
has taken up the subject right earnestly.” The learned Vice-Chancellor in his 
expressed’ his earnestness for medical schools. Every non-official 
member, I think, is keen for having medical schools in the mofussil. Goyern-— 
- ment energy should be directed to the mofussil. I hope 
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Government will accept the resolution and give effect toit as. 
In the oe ney ooo “a can ayailable for giving ein v: 
enterprises for establishing tals. Under such circumstances, I woul 
. again to Government that-they will grant relief as suggested in the resol ; 
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art Ba 
‘The Hon’ble Babw Akhil Chandra Datta said --— es 


~» « “My Lord, T beg to support this resolution. In doing so T do not want 
. to make any speech as the resolution speaks for itself. The only question is 


_ the question.of ways and means and how this can be accomplished financially 


or otherwise. . Tt is a question of vital importance to the people of the country 
_ and T hope that if there are any difficulties they will be overcome. 


- T have got. only one suggestion to make, and that is this, that we 
_. should start with one school in each division of the Presidency. With these 
words I beg to support the resolution.” 


’ 
. 


_ The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:-— 

“T apologise for so often having to stand before the Council ‘to present 
facts and arguments of whic they are already aware, but the position is 
rather oe into which I am forced than one of my own choice. In this 
particular matter of medical education, we had a fai: ly lengthy discussion in 
connection with the budget of 1919-20, and as recently as February last 
Your Excellency, when laying the foundation stone of the Burdwan Medical 

School, gave a very full explanation of the policy of yourGovernment. In the 

- matter of ‘policy, those gentlemen who have spoken to-day urging the impor- 

~ “*tange of increasing the number of medical men in this province are already, 

so far as Government i8 concerned, preaching to: the converted. In Your 

_ Excellency’s speech at Burdwan some six weeks ago, you defined the policy 
of Government in the following words:— 


MeO oy 
x 


‘The local Government hgve decided that the right policy to pursue is 
» gradually to establish in aie, ‘dein centres througuout the Presidency, 
medical schools on modern lines,’ 
and Your Excellency defined that policy after dealing with the argument 
that we xhould supply an inferior form of medical education—sémething less 
than the standard of sub-assistant surgeons which, compatibly with our 
obligations to the province, we thought. to be the lowest standard we could 
endorse—and with the argument that we should add still farther to the 
congestion of students,in Calcutta by concentrating new medical institutions 
-in this city. Therefore the policy of the local Government and the poliey 
of the Hon’ble Mover of this resolution are very largely one and4he same, and 
_ itis merely a question of the pace at. which we shall proceed. In our view 
_ We cannot proceed at too rapid a rate, but we have-already done a good deal 
_ both by increasing the facilities in existing schools, b¥ starting the Burdwan 
~~ school (which we hope to complete this year), and, again, in this year’s budget, 
ap er gsing the very liberal sum of Rs.4 lakhs to what is practically a new 
oe ical college in Calgntta. 2. 


ae In this connection I would-deprecate drawing a line between school 
_ and college education, or between one form of medical expenditure and 
another, The object of all Medical expenditure is the relief of suffering, 
~ and the training of new doctors is not for the purpose of ‘providing fresh 
/seareers but in order that doctors may go forth and help the sick: The 
Provision for hospitals is designed to attain the same end in another way. 





ae Well, Sir, that is what we are doing now-and the extent of what we 
te taking up during the ensuing year. There are other possibili- 







' Faenlty at the Dacca: University. If that is gone into and found to be a 
_ practical proposition, it will naturally raise the question of the status of the 

oce ‘Schock. and were it found possible to raise that to a College—I do not 
now whether it will be found -possible or not—it might equally then be 
| desirable to open a new medical school in Eastern Bengal for which Mymen- 
rex ‘singh, with its new hospital, is an obvious place. Then again, the 6ther 
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| before us, noticeably in connection. with the creation of a Medical. 
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day, a representation was made to us from Jalpaiguri. that the tea industry | 
would like tOwassist in the opening of a school at that place and the conse- 
quential improvements of the hos italy That suggestion came from the 
Indian section of the industry, and I do not know how far it will be borne. — 
out by the more influential European gardens: but we have referred the _ 
matter to the local officers and we shall see what comes of it. These are the. 
only two definite propositions which we have before us, and we shall continue. 
the examination of them during the year. Apart. from them there is no very 
obvious centre in the mufassal where a new school could be started, since, — 
as Your Excellency emphasised at Burdwan, it is very often overlooked. that 

the first essential for a school is an efficient hospital. Neither do I think 
that it is wise to™ry to g° too rapidly in this matter. We have got to— 
complete the Burdwan School and we will be wise to see how it answers. .. 
It is a somewhat new experiment to open isolatgd schools of a small 
type, and we should reasonably like to be Patisfied that the staydard of 
‘efficiency of teaching will be maintained. It is not- unreasonable if we 
move with some caution, progressing gradually where we see that facilities 
offer thentselves, A a ' nee 


In defence of our policy I would again advert to our efforts towards 
medical relief as a whole, as we so often hear speeches which seems to infer 
that the local Government is at any rate not overkeen on the subject of | 
medical relief, although I admit the resolution of Mr. Mitter specifically 
states the contrary. I submit that the action of the local Government in 
the matter of a medical development should be judged as a whole. We can , 
only spend money on the Medical Department compatibly with the claims of, 
other’ Departments, and on one particular aspect of the Medical Department, — 
-compatibly with the claims of other aspects. . Viewing our expenditure on the © 
Medical Department asa whole, it has increased considerably during the incum- ~ 
beney- ofthe present local Government, and we have undertaken many schemes 
for the benefit of the province. Our expenditure has risen steadily—Rs. 28 
lakhs jn 1917-18, Rs, 29 lakhs the next year, Rs, 31 lakhs in the revised budget 
of 1919-20 and Rs. 37 lakhs in the budget of the-ensuing year, ie, an 
increase of about 32 per cent. in four years, and I think the Couneil will. 
admit that we have not neglected the very important~claims of this side of 
the administration. " : 


As. regards individual works, I would emphasise the many improvements 
which we have effected since 1917. To take Calcutta first, and to confine, 
_ ourselves to schemes of first rate importance, the works that we have actual 
carried out of which are in progress in the Campbell Hospital comprise various. — 
extensions, noticeably in the surgical wards, the construction of servants’ | 
quarters and the acquisition of a site fora hostel ; in, the Modieal .Wollege. = 
the construction of an enormous block of servants’ quarters, the commience- 
ment of the very long delayed project of the Eye Hospital, quarters for new ~ 
nurses and the acquisition of’a site for a hostel, to say nothing of improve- 
ments in the X’-Ray and Electrical Department ; to Belgachia we: Mie 1 
to give a large grant of Rs, 4 lakhs during the ensuing’ year ; the ‘opical »«, 
School of Medicine and Hospital have been constructed and are now only ae 


awaiting equipment and staff; the lunatic asylum ‘at eetrgee or” 
rebuilt,~ and various improvements have been carried out at the Howrah — 
hospital. ‘Turning to the mufassal, we gave liberal grants to the Mymensingh: 
hospital enabling its completion on a scale far superior “to that of most other 
district headquarter hospitals, We have a fine new hospital nearing compl 
tion at Dacca and we have made material improvements to the 
we have the Burdwan school under construction. I could give an 
long list of projects waiting to be undertaken, but I will not 
Council. Apart from these institutions, we have added | 
expenditure under the head of the pay of the Indian Medical 
ps + . heb 
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: have also improved the pay of civil assistant surgeons. I urge, Sir, that we. 
> ery satisfactory record in respect of medical relief, as.was indeed. — 


only to be expected from the well-known interest that Your Excellency takes” 


in anything. connected ‘with the public health, which has been so frequently _ 
a sdged by members of this Council, I have been associated wah the 


~ Medical 


_ Medical Department continuously since 1909, and from the financial point 
of view it has*never been accounted as a disadvantage to a department that | 
ibs aS l-be a subsidiary charge of the Finance Member. . . i 


’ 


»"Pherefore, Sir, we have gone ahead substantially under the head of 


th 


Medical, and we hope to go ahead still more, and even though we are not 
prepared to go quite so fast as the Hon’ble,Member would wish; I hope we 
may be given credit’ for our achievements in the past. | sympathise to 
such a large extent with the intention of this resolution that I do not propose 
_ to vote against it. On the other hand, if it means that we should undertake 
forthwith the opening of new schools, I cannot conscientiously vote for it, as I 
have just explained to the Council the extent to which only we are prepared 
to go. But ifthe Council pass the resolution as an adeal, I personally have 
_ not the slightest objection to it.” ees 


The Hon'ble Mr, P. C. Mitter said ;-— A Cab igs 
"My Lord, Ihave to join my hon’ble friend opposite in apologising to the 
Council for bringing this matter so often to 3 attention, The raihon fo my 
bringing forward this matter so often is that although, as I have»admit- 
ted in my regolution, the Government has taken some steps yet the ‘progress 
has not been commensurate with the demands of the situation, and that is 
the’ reason why I have again brought forward this resolution. The Hon’ble | 
Member in charge has remarked that I am preaching to the converted, and— 
I hope he. will excuse me if [ say that if he is a convert he has certainly not 
the zeal of a convert. He has approached the question more’ from the point 
of view of a hard headed Finance Member than of a zealous convert imbued 
with the enthusiasm of opening more medical schools for the medical relief 
ofthe province. The Hon’ble Member has said that i: is the policy of” 
Government to have medical schools in important centres throughout the . 


Presidency. We welcome that policy, but our point of disagreement is that 


‘ 


» Government is not following the policy it has laid down with sufficient 
_ earnestness, determination and expedition. he Hon'ble Member says that 

ment has increased expenditure on the medical head. It is undoubted- 
@ that medical expenditure has gone up under your Excellency’s adminis- 
~ tration ; the figures given just now show that what was 28 lakhs four years 
_ @igo is now 87 lakhs, but in the earlier part of, to-day’s debate it was 
explained that on account of the war many necessary, expenditure had 
to. be curtailed, and. 1 have no doubt that medical expenditure generally 
had to share the fate of various other important. projects which were 
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ned ,or* the expenses, of which’ were curtailed. From that point 
f view, my Lord, the rise from 28 lakhs to 87 lakhs is not very much, and 
en we remember that this year at any rate we have gome money to spend 
1a for some years past this question has been pressed upon the Govern- 
that Government has accepted the policy of extension of medical 
T expected more money being spent on the extension of medical 
weation. No doubt the Burdwan school was started last year which I hope 
lt ill be completed this year, but will these additional expenses . 
by Sir Henry Wheeler on the Burdwan school really solve 
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“Mr. PC. Mitter, donate 
Appreciable relief can be rendered if the’ Government makes up its mind ‘to 
spend 3 to 4 Jakhs annually. Human life is far, more important than a few 
lakhs of rupees, and for a Government like ours which has an income of 
nearly 7 crores of ‘rupees, I do not think it ought to be very difficult to find | 


_ four lakhs of rupees. My Lord, I quite appreciate that the Hon’ble Member's . 


weal, point‘is that he wants to see how the experiment will work. This. 
question was discussed in the Imperial tacgetive Council Years ago, and — 
this question has also been discussed ih.‘ 

once and the Government has accepted the position that it is necessary to 
have more medical schools. Then why wait any longer ? My Lord, if the 
resolution be accepted in the sense in which Sir Henry Wheeler wants 
to accept it, and if)you will only give me the assurance that Government, 
will try to do all they can, I shall be satisfied. After all, the elected re- 
‘presentatives of the people will come in_ shortly, and as your Govern- 
ment has tried to be helpful to the future Ministers, they will no doubt be 
helpful in doing the necessary spade work in the intervening period. With 
these words I leave the resolution to the Council.” 


The motion was then put and’ carried, 


! - LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. 


"The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter moved the following resolution — 


his Council recommends to the Governor in Council that Government 
,do take into consideration the*amendment of section 153A uf the Ben 
Tenancy Act (VIII of 1885) with a view to the addition of a provision to the 


_ following effect— 


“The applicant must file an affidavit stating whether he has paid. any 
rent during the period in suit and, if 80, the amount andparticulars of such. 
payment or payments together with receipts ér vou¢hers in support thereof.” 


“My Lord, I shall very briefly explain to the Council the object of this 
resolutions “The object of this resolution is to minimise preventible litigation 
as also to give effect to what was suggested in the report of the Belect 

‘Committee when the Bengal Tenancy Act'was passed into law. . In dealing. 
with this section the Select Committees Report says that a deposit of the . 
decretal amount is required in the. case of such an application under 
section 17 of the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887.. We have ~ 
insérted a’ new section 153A with the object of preventing. vexatious . 
‘applications for the purpose of delay, not, only under section 108 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure but also under section 623 of the same Cade.’ | 
We think that the tenant should be bound to deposit either the amount, if ~ 
any, which he admits to be due or stich amount as thé Court direc 
The Court should be empowered to regulate: the.amount of the deposi 
after consideration of the statement of injury filed with application. In all 
cases the Court should state its reasons for the order it passes whether it — - 
requires or excuses a deposit. The section is quite explicit on the point, and— 
that was undoubtedly the object of the Select Committee) but in actual 
practice what is happening is this: the section unfortunately does not say’. 
anything about demmnding an affidavit or a verified statement; the tenant 
merely files a statement on a petition stating that he ‘has paid everything 
although he has not paid anything, but rcp, landlord files a suit he has 
to submit.a verified plaint, and if there is a misstatement the Court. can get — 
at the landlord, whereas when’a person who wants to set aside an ex-parte — 
ecree he files the application without a ae ‘statement or without any — 
affidavit and the Court cannot hold him nt “ogg for the statement. _ 
‘The result is that oa goes on merrily much ‘to , the profit: 
and enjoyment of thé vi lage touts but to the detriment both of © 
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tenant and the landlord. Therefore if’ my resolution be accepted much 
preyentible litigation will cease. Neither the landlord nor the tenant is — 
~ benefited by prolonging the agony. While the landlord gets his money in 
. \ two or three years the tenant has to pay a great deal more because he has 
 t@ pay interest for that farther period besides costs. I therefore submit if 
this resolution be accepted litigation will be greatly minimised.” © 


ee ae arr rae , y4 . 
‘The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -— 


_ “T beg to support this resolution with this object that litigation will be 
ayoided a good deal. When this section was before the Select Committee it 
was thought that a mere statement on the part of the applicant (the tenant) 
will be sufficient for the purpose, but my own experiénce shows that a mere 
statement is not sufficient because, my Lord, it appears that the Court lias 
authority under clause 153. (b) to regulate the amount of deposit fo"be taken 
from the tenant. If the tenant pays the amount in fall or pays it in part or 

» in excess or if thete be any other reason for the claim to be accepted 
‘he can say so; it is highly necessary that a sworn statement or an 
affidavit should be filed in Court.. If that is not done and merely a petition 
is put into Court, the Court is powerless hereafter to deal with the question. 

. Therefore if there be full materials before the Court as evidence the Court 
will be in a position to deal with the matter. When no such statement is made 
the tenant can put the landlord to difficulty, but once he had made a sworn 
statemeht he cannot resile. It will benefit’the landlord as well as the tenant 
if this procedure, which was the subject matter of consideration by the 
Select Committee, were adopted. These are the reasons for which I support 
the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartti said :-— 


My Lord, I bég' to oppose this resolution and hope that all the members 
of the Council who have got the interest of the tenants and raiyats at their 
heart, will oppose it. The object of this resolution is sinagl to benefit 

the landlords and to add to the already heavy difficulties undéry which the 
‘tenants are to live and carry.on litigation with a powerful member, 
What is the object of this resolution? ‘The hon'ble mover says that there 
ought to be an affidavit sworn by the tenant when he files an application. 
under section 108 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, that is to say, when theres an 
ex-parte decree in favour of the landlord or when there is a revision of the 
judgment er when there is a failure of justice on any insufficient ground the 

* tenant has under the existing law only to file an application before*the Court. 

‘ My Lord, we have to consider wHat sort of difitculties he labours’ under. 
\ Besides the court-fees ‘on ‘his petition or application he has.to pay process- 

_, fees, pleader’s fee and other necessary expenses incidental to litigation. In 

~ view of these harassments the learned Judge shall have to take into consi- 
‘deration the fact whether the application of the tenant is justifiable or not. 

~_ Moreover under section 153(a) he has to deposit the very limited amount of rent 
’ which "he admits is due from him tothe landlord. So notwithstanding all 
these difficulties if the tenant think that there has been a failure of justice 
or there has been some misrepresentations of the overzealous zamindar’s 
ie t or that there has been, for some reason or other, an ex-parte decree 
‘against him he has the power under the legislature to submit an application 
before a Court either to review the judgment or. reconsider the matter 
altégether. So, my Lord, I think my: hon’ble friend’s resolution. proposes 
ah amendment which will add to the difficulties of atenant. He has simply . 
moved it for the benefit of the landlord to the detriment of the tenant, — 
Moreover what will be the benefit of passing this resolution if it 1s proposed “ 
that the applicant’ mast file an affidavit stating whether he has paid any rent. 
| during the suit and, if so, the amount and particulars of such payment or 
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payments: together with receipts or vouchers in support thereof. If-thi 
done landlords would not be greatly benefited, but it would simply add to 
difficulties of the tenant,. With these remarks I. beg to. oppose the 
resolution.” ~~ 0 Sat oe Sos, line eel ie oo 
The Hon’bla Mr. Cumming said :-— a mS Ot 
“My Lord, I am sorry that the Couneil should be troubled with a sugges- 
tion of a somewhat technical nature regarding tenancy legislation, which the _ 
Hon'ble Member has seen fit to bring forward. Indeed I am also astonished, 
since I am sure the hon'ble mover must be aware that there are many, possible 
changes which might be made in the Tenancy Act, whether in the. andlords’ — 
interest®or in the tenants’ intere&ts. Indeed some, of which Government are | 
personally well,aware, are of greater importance than this. I may also say _ 
that so far as the Revenue Department have information there has been no 
general demand for the increased protection which he asks ; nor am I pre ; 
to admit that, so far as Government are aware, the landlords have any legiti- 
mate grievance in the matter: Now, shortly, what is the point ? The hon’ble 
mover says that he desires to minimizg litigation in the interests of both 
landlords and tenants ; but, even according to his own statement, the interest 
is primarily that of the landlord ; and. as the last. speaker has shown, it is’ 
almost entirely in the landlords’ interests. The point is that at the time when 
this section 153A of the Tenancy Act was passed in 1907, it was laid down 
that under certain circumstanges an applicant who wished to have a review in 
his. favour should deposit in court the amount of rent which he admitted to 
be due. The hon’ble mover says—so far so good ;_ but in practice that advant-. 
age has been minimised by the fact that the tenant putg forward vexatious 
‘Statements on the basis of which he is able to persuade the court to fo oh 
this deposit. As a further check the hon’ble mover ‘now suggests that it is — 
desirable .that a tenant defendant should file an aflidavit stating the amount 
due from him as rent together with the details of payment. Inthe matter of 
this kind, Government at present have no preconceived yiews. Government 
are quite prepared to make an enquiry as to whether this proposed amendment _ 
is necessary! or not, but Government at present are not prepared to be com- 
mitted in any way regarding either its merits or demerits, or as to the 
wording or the terms of the Hon'ble Member's resolution ; nor are they 
eared to commit themselves to any promise of future legislation. If the 
on’ble mover is ie to accept this view of Government, that they will _ 
make enquiries as‘to the necessity or desirability of such a change in the 
law, then on that understanding Government | pai the Boi ly But | 
» [should like to point out, my Lord, that if any amendments of this nature are 
‘to be brought forward, it is highly desirable that they should be preceded | 
a Rent Law Commission. During the time that T have been in ¢ 
Revenue Department of this province, I have realized that the time must — 
come, though the present timé is not opportune, when there should bea — 
further stock-taking as to the working of the Tenancy Act. It'may be that 
some pro-landlord amendments are required and that some pro-tenant amend- — 
- ments are required ; but unless some definite injustice has been committed, — 
or some wrong has té be remedied, Government are not prepared at present 
| to! undertake piecemeal legislation of the nature su cd. ‘As regards the | 
particular matter which has been placed before the Council, namely, tha 
«affidavit as well as a deposit is. pe ie in certain cases. Government 
ft mes to make an enquiry ; and to that extent. as ‘1 have already sti 
‘teat 
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e to explain one or two points. The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming 


~ has pointed out to the Council that it is not desirable that changes in th 
- Tenaney Act should be ‘introduced ' piecemeal, and that all changes abd ; 


4 ‘be preceded by a Rent Law Commission. I may assure my hon’ble friend ~ 


opposite that I have fully and carefully considered that position, and’ I quite 
agree that that is a valid position. But even while holding that view. my 
reason for moving this resolution was this. I am not seeking for the intro-” 
_ duction of a new principle '; this principle has been accepted by the Act as. it 
| . stands; it is only an evasion of the principle embodied in the Act which 
_ renders my resolution necessary. I have no doubt that if the Government 
enquires into the anette it will find that out of 100 cases in which ex-parte —. 
decrees are set aside, cases are ultimately decréed’*to the fully so that 
- Government will find that, although the wording of section 153A is quite 
_ clear, yet during all these years much preventible litigation has beengoing on. 
The consideration of changés in the Tenancy Law is a point of great impgr- 
tance. ‘he Rent Law Commissioners will have to consider all the various 
changes in principle which may have to be introduced. But this does not 
involve a’ question of change of principle. That is all I have got to’say in 
reply.to the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming. 4 ' oer 
* “With reference’ to the remarks of the Hon’ble Babu Sarat’ Chandra 
Chakravarti, to whom Uhave listened to with the utmost respect, I may say that 
my resolution is certainly not opposed to the real interests of ‘the tenants. I 
look upon the true interests of the landlord and the tenants are identical. The 
interests of the oppressive landlord are no. doubt entirely different’ from the 
true interests of the tenants, but the landlord who has certain dues to realize, 
if he sues the tenants, and if interested people advise the tenant to go on 
litigating, that is not serving the true interests of the tenants, because in any 
ease the tenant will ultimately have to pay, and the utmost he can get is one 
or two years’ ‘respite, and’in that case he will have to pay much more. Thave 
- no doibt that my hon’ble friend will agree with me when he considers the 
matter in cooler moments that such a course is not furthering the interests of 
the tenants. Co ng , ‘ 


| With these words, my Lord, I beg that this resolution be put.” 
.- The motion was then put.and agreed to. 


- , LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved tho following 
resolution :— ; ‘ 
. “This Council recommends to’the Governor in Council that the Railway 
- Board be moved to take, up immediately the construction of the railway line 
from Issurdi.to Nachoul v4 Rampore-Boalia connecting the two sections of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway, viz., Godagari-Katihar line and Calcutta to 

antahar main line, the construction of which has already been approved.” 
ot He said :— eels : 

_. "My Lord, in moying this, resolution I cannot . perhaps do better than to 
-quote’a letter of my friend, the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley, then District. Magistrate 
of as ae oF to the Commissioner, Rajshahi Division, dated Rajshahi, the ith 
Mare 1916, regarding the subject of the present resolution. 
>. But before I do it I will.ask for the indulgence of the House for giving a 

- short account of the movement that has, as a last resort, resulted in the 
present resolution before this Council. It was in ‘the year 1882 or 1883, 
Porch pa se headquarters of the Rajshahi Division was at Rampur- 
ia, that Lord Ulick ait the ner ar tenons ane ‘of the eee 
Division, started the proposal. for a railway line from Nator to Rampur- ~ 
it Boalia, adistance of only about 28 , and even went so far as to settle with 
Be pvt te yfik ie, AMLIB 9! .) Ki ¥ «© : 
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Menara. Mitchell &: ei ‘om weak all: ren tom memory ‘aha yerefore 
speak subject to positon ange ORS ction and working.of ‘the 
them with. guarantee from the. Cess Cavnistioe ‘and the Rampur- 
Boalia Municipality for a profjt of Rs. 850.a mile.and alump phon nena 
Rs. 90,000 was then promised by .Babu, afterwards Maharaja, Gobinda- 
lal Roy of Tah 3 in Rangpur, on the occasion of his accession to. the Raj brewed es 
for a bridge balmalia. Every arrangement was compleie for the wie) 
up of the work and even ‘the necessary. deeds were drafted and .consi ‘ipkl 
but, eee riage for the people of Rajshahi, Lord Ulick Brown socieclagane nite 
time in 1884 and his successor in office, Mr. Lowes, with the help of his 
Personal Assistant Rai Bahadur Harimohan Chandra—my predecessor in. this 
Council—induced the donor to divert his promised céntribution towards con- 
structing the Lowes Jubilee Sanitarium at Darjeeling. Ido not,know pore 
this diversion was the consequence of the removal of the. divisional 
quarters to Jalpaiguri. The result, however, was that the proposed railway] lise 3) 
was practically abandoned altogether. The sanitarium became extremely s 
useful in'its way no doubt, and it might have also secured a life pensionof 
Rs. 900 a year to my friend Rai Bahadur Harimohan Chandra, but the 
of Rajshahi could not help regarding it as a great loss to them and as an act - 
of deliberate injustice—possible only because of the official influence of some — 
intereste | porsons—done to them stifling their natural aspiration to be in sleies: = 
uch with Calcutta and the outside world. Noone can possibly doubt thi 
it was a great loss to them for if the proposed line were then established, 
Rajshahi ine 4 surely have expanded much more than it has done in the 
few years. There was at that time no metalled road, as now is, (a 
Rajshahi.to Nator nor was there any steamer service connecting Rajshahi ~ 
_with the railway line and thus Rajshahi remained, as before, cut off for want 
‘of speedy communication and more especially so-during the rains. Your 
Excellency and my hon’ble colleagues can. easily realize the great fisappent 
~ ment that we the people of Rajshahi felt at the time. ~ iy 


After that again and again the people of Rajshahi tried theis ral bestito 
cas: their just grievances redressed by the. construction of a railway line, ie 
ry with a contribution from the Provincial fund. They even got, my ix 
i , repeated assurances from the successive rulers of the province and H 
Honour the Liettenant-Governor, Sir Alexander Mackenzie, on the ‘ sbéauign 
of his visit to the town, assured us that as, soon.as the site of the Sara Bridge - 
would be finally settled we. would get a railway connection with that place. — 
: Site of the bridge was settled, the Hardinge Bridge was c 
bia c over it has been eee, ng on for several years, om, the people. of 
are, my Lord, just where they were, and ¢he much repeated promise 
Government—I am very sorry to say—remains unredeemed to this day. 
et of Rajshahi are even worse than they were ‘before, because, not to 
of the establishment of the promised railway connection. with Paksey 
t e steamer service that was plying before the construction of the ee 
Bridge was discontinued—to our great surprise not ene unmixed 
a sense Of humour at this irony of fat 


‘There are now at Rajshahi a first-grade sleet with weal 800. rs ieee 
a central at pet an agricultural farm, the Vayrendra Research Society, a 
sericultural school, a technical school with B classes attached to it, a Sanskrit _ 
~ College, two High ‘English Schools teaching up to Matriculation standard, and _ 
within 10 miles from Rajshahi there is the big Police T rane 9 fe one ‘ea 
and there is every possibility of the Rajshahi College 5 sai ily y dev veh ec 
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> the. Nator route when they return to college from. 4 
he-vacations, had sometimes to wait for two days’ at Nator for want: 
daily steamer service between Sarda and Lalgola Ghat ma Rampore-Boalia, 
which is also. very uncertain and. irregular, especially during the summer. 
This aspect of the question has. been very fully dealt with in the letter 
referred to above of my friend the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley, which I may be 
‘permitted to quote here— | abe BE ag 


- 
._ 


No, 4006, dated Rajshahi, the th Marchi, 1916, 
_-- From—L: 8. 8. O’Mariey, Esg., 1.¢.8., Chairman, District Board 
i Maoh th Rajshahi, ; 
To—The Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, Jalpaiguri. _ . 
. Thaye’ the honour to forward herewith a copy of resolution regarding 
railway communications in the district of Rajshahi, which"Wwas passed at a 
special meeting of the District Board held oa the 7th Februaty last. , 
_ 2. Imay, in the first instance, state briefly how the district is situated 
in respect. of railway communications. To the east Northern Section ‘of 
Ea Bengal Railway runs through the Nator subdivision from near 


 Issurdi to Raninagar, the length of the line within the district being approx- 


ES 


imately 14 miles. To the extreme south-east a short length of the Godagari- 


Katihar extension of the same railway runs from Godagari Ghat on the 
Ganges to Digram station, a distance of about 11 miles. The whole of the 
distriet between these two lines is without any railway. 


3. The absence of raitway facilities is especially felt by the head- . 


quarters station of Rampur-Boalia. This town was formerly the headquarters 


of the division as well as of the district, but owing to difficulty of access the 


Commissioner’s headquarters were transferred. from it in 1888. In’ spite of 
this recognition of its inaccessibility nothing has yet been done to extend the. 
railway to thetown, _ Its position has, moreover. been seriously affected by the 
opening of the Hardinge Bridge across the Ganges in 1915. Before that 
e was Opened, a steamer service ran between Lalgola Ghat and Damuk- 
‘hat touching at Rampur-Boalia and thus furnishing a link with the rail- 
; but sanethe bridge has been opened the service to Damukdia Ghat has 






ut, a village 14 miles south-east of Rampur-Boalia. -The result is that 


- 


BUR yal to go to Calcutta, have totravel by steamer to Lalgola 


fit or by road to Godagari Ghat. Those who undertake the latter journey | 


_ have to go over a bad road, 13 miles long, the first two and a half miles of - 


which are on the Public Works Department embankment and so badly main- 


- tained that they are-passable with difficulty. Those who wish to go to other 
. parts of North pene. cen only do so by going to Nator—a tedious and 
cette am ar 


‘expensive journe: 


miles. In addition to this, the steamer service 
_altogether relied on owing to the shifting of the river channels : in 
instance, the steamers could not put in nearer than 7 miles from 









‘ 


4, Tho present state of affairs is.a source of considerable inconvenience 

only to the public but also to the administration, there béing no means of 

ady access. to the outlying subdivisions and to the ene part of the 

r subdivision., Moaear Boas, moreover, is the fith largest town in 

and Eastern Bengal, its population boing exceeded only in Dacea, 
 Narainganj-and Serajganj. It eontains a central jal with over 

ners, most of whom are received from other districts of North Bengal , 

age La Ae ie Ae ehhh ae ; 
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“of conveyance. And such instances.are not rare, There is also of course a pre 


tinued and the steamers now run only from Lalgola Ghat to‘ -, 
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and require ‘escorts. It also contains a Government college, which is the 
third largest Government college in Bengal, the number of - ent cite 
surpassed only in the Presidency Colege, Calcutta, and the Jacea C e. 
‘The actual number’ of students varies, but averages from 725 to-750. | 'T 
come from 22 districts of Bengal and as one-sixth come from Pabna and a 
fourth from Dacca, Faridpur and Mymensingh taken together, it will easily 
be realized to what inconvenience they are put in coming to and going from 
Rampur-Boalia.. IMA Bape Beer on 


5. The people of Rajshahi are naturally anxious to have a railway to the 
headquarters, but have hithérto taken no steps to secure the construction 
of a line as it has long been expected that one would be constructed by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. No such line, however, has qnaterialized. Their’ 

_ long deferred hopes have given rise to a not unnatural impatiénee,“and they’ 
desire to know definitely what is intended by the railway authorities. | It is 
now felt that if the Eastern Bengal Railway is not likely to build a line in 
the near future, the District Board itself should take up the question.’ ‘The 
District Board considers that such enterprise is directly encouraged” by the 
recent pronouffeements of the Government of India in paragraph 31 of its 
“resolution Nos. 55-77, dated the 25th April, 1915,-on local self-government 
olicy and of the Government of Bengal in paragraph 12 of its resolution’ 
Ro. 2993 L. 8.-G., dated the 29th December, 1915, on the working of District. 
Boards in Bengal? At the same time it realizes that it is out of the question 
' to consider any such project if the railway itself will definitely undertake to 
build a line. It is also aware that the sanction of the Railway Department | 
would be necessary in order to ensure that the project shall not ocd int with 
others that it, may have under consideration. It, therefere, considers. it 
desirable to ascertain, in the first,'instance, whether the railway authorities 
will build a line to Rampur-Boalia and, if so, when. ; 


% 


6. In this connection, I may remark that a note by the Agent of the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway, on the development of railways.in North 
Bengal, was published in the Statesman of the 21st August, 1915. In this note’ 
‘thé comparative merits of a line from Nator to Godagari through Rampur- 
Boalia and of another line from Issurdi to Nachaul chr oda Rampur-Boalia 
were discussed, he conclusion of the Agent was that the advantage lay 
with the latter route and that ‘this line should take an early place in the 
"chjetiggr of railway extensions.’ The proposed line, it was stated, would 
on the standard gauge, the portion’ from Godagari-to Nachaul being’ 

" converted to standard gauge when it had been built ; and the hope was hel 
out that if traffic really justified-it, a short chord might be built later on 
between Nator and Rampur-Boalia. The District Board has not, however, 
been, aha the matter and is not aware whether any decision has heen 

arrived at. aie Bred ise The 


., 4+ The construction of this line from Issurdi to Nachaul ‘vid Rampur- 
Boalia may conceivably be delayed by financial considerations, by questions of - 
gauge and by engineering difficulties in the section between Issurdi and 
mpur-Boalia. If this is the case, I would urge that for the resent the 
_, question of constructing a short branch from Rampur-Boalia te Godagari Ghat 
_ may be considered. ‘The Godagari Ghat station was formerly situated 19 milés _ 
from Rampur-Boalia, but last year owing to the formation of,a char, which 
_ impeded the passage of the ferry steamers plying between that station « 
Lalgola Ghat, the station and ferry wagon were shifted to a 13 
from Rampur-Boalia to which the, name. _Godagari’ Ghat has been | 
_ | For this purpose a line, about 5 miles in length, was built from Goda 
_'\ the present Godagari Ghat, and it is a matter of regret that the questic 
__/xtending the line at the same time over the comparatively, short, dista 
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Sew Ailes Resolutions. 


‘ “> Babu Kishori: Mohan Chaudhuri. 


hc “13 miles. ‘to Rampur-Boalia, was not considered. Such an extension. would 
ar tt ipur-Boalia the railway conneetion which is so badly needed, and it. 


a 


ne : Aye! . 
heavy éxpenditure. If, therefore, there is likely to. be any delay -over. 
ie reer of a line from either’ Issurdi or Nator to Nachaul ie Godagat 
7 va Rampur-Boalia, I would strongly urge that the desirability of construct- 
ing, in the first instance, a branch line between Rampur-Boalia and Godagari 
_Gh&t should be considered.” ae . 


at a take this opportunity of expressing on behalf not only of myself but of | 
the whole public of Rajshahi our deep gratitude to the Hon'ble Mr. L. S. S. 


a 


believe, present no engineering difficulties and involye no very 


_ O'Malley for his active and genuine sympathy and the great interest which he. 


+ took in this matter. The letter speaks for itself and is a great support to me 
_. for this resolution eoming as it does from a responsible officer of Government. 


_ Now, my Lord, so far back as the year 1913 we were told ina letter 
from the Hon'ble Mr. B. K. Finnimore, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner Rajshahi Division, being No. 67 T.—R., Government of 
Bengal, Railway Department, dated Darjeeling, the 12th Juno 1913, that ‘it 
is almost certain that the line would be constructed from: Nachoul, vid, 
Rampur-Boalia to Gopalpur,’ and it is nearly seven years from that date and 
the railway which was so certain seven years back has not yet. seen its way 

, into the budget. . 


. ~ ° We have waited for about 37 years from the year 1883, and the Disttict 
Board, during the Chairmanship of Mr. O’Malley—probably despairing of any 
~ attion by the Government—ultimately proposed to construct a light railway 
themselves and pending sanction advertised for tenders for capital outlay on 
4 per cent. guarantee. Tenders came but had to be refused because the 
scheme did not receive the necessary sanction of the Government (de the 
reply — ‘by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley to the starred question No. 8 put 
by me in the meeting.of this Council held on the 3rd September, 1918). So 
that scheme has also dropped, and we have had again to fall back upon the 
promise of the Government and are now most anxiously looking forward to 
_ them for the early fulfilment of our just and legitimate aspiration. 


-. It appears fromthe reply given by Sir Arthur Anderson toa question 
— put by the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi in the meeting 
, ,Ofythe Imperial Legislative Acid on the Ist March, 1919 (wide pages 219 
- and 270 of Part VI, India Gazette, dated the 8th Mareh, 1919), that the railway 

line from Issurdi to Nachoul w@ Rampur-Boalia was at-that date under the 
oi ‘ation of the Government for early construction and the scheme has 
been approved having been placed in the list of ‘‘ New lines to be financed 

_ from programme funds ”’.and the line, the cost of which was estimated at 87 

lakhs, was to be completed within three years. Thisymy Lord, has given a new 
_ hope to the people of Rajshahi# Your Exeellency and the Government will, - 
_ I venture io expect, be pleased to excuse the impatience of the Rajshahi 


people if there is any, for the impatience is only natural under the circum- - 


_ stances. “Their inconvenience, cannot, my Lord, be exaggerated and their just 
_ ambition, which ‘was.on the point of fulfilment about 37 years back, is still 









_ now unfulfilled in spite of repeated assurances from responsible quarters. 
“The war has now -and the new-era of joy and peace has again prevailed, 
an ore, my Lord, I appeal to the Government, with all the earnestnese 
_ that is in me and with all the. asis.that I can command, that this much- 
hee By , Pie jp Rha’ hey 


-and longexpected reform be not deferred any further. 
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running, as it will do under the proposed’ scheme, through the Barind,the rice= 
producing tract of the district, will also help commerce and this must have — 
been taken’ into consideration by the Railway Board while sanctioning the” — 

roject.. There is a large rice-market wh eine rp which I hope the new — 
ine will touch and this will certainly benefit the commerce im rice: There . 
are also other commercial advantages to be derived from the proposed new’ — 
line which I need not discuss,in detail, the scheme having already been, sanc- 
tioned by the Railway Board. But I may mention, that when the connection 
‘between the two branches of the Eastern Bengal Railway in the way proposed 
will be complete the Godagari-Katihar line having secured an easy outlet ~ 
would be paying and more prosperous. ag Ronettes: ee, 


I have detained the Council for long and 1 beg to, be excused. This is 
. a matter in which I feel very strongly and therefore T have spoken out of my 
heart. ‘ tig 


Witb these few words I commend this resolation to the acceptance of the 
Fromme, yc : au 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said :— ; : . 
“My Lord, Government sympathize with the natural desire of the peo iB \ 


of Rampur-Boalia to have a connection with the outside world. The Hon'ble - 
Member has laboured in a somewhat Attennated Couucil by long quota- 
tions and somewhat technical arguments to prove his case in a matter in 
which Government are entirely at one with him, .This matter of railway 
communications with Rampur-Boalia has been, I regret to say, before the 
Government for over 30 years ; and the alignment which the local officers have 
favoured has had the entire support of the Bengal Government for at least _ 
seven years. In recent years there has been .a controversy as to the merits 
of two alignments. In each alignment Rampur-Boalia is the fulerum. There 
are many arguments which were considered by the Railway Board in their 
final review of 1916 when they supported the alignment from Gopalpur 
through Rampur-Boalia to Nachaul on the Godagari line. This -was con-. 
sidered by the Secretary of State in connection with the whole question of the - 
improvement of railway communications in Northern Bengal in 1917 ; but I 
nate? to say that on that occasion the Secretary of ‘State passed no final 
orders in this matter. In March, 1919, as the Hon'ble Member has indicated, 
this project, although not the project which his townsmen have hitherto - 
advocated, has been entered in the programme of the Railway Board which 
Sir Arthur Anderson placed before the Imperial Council. The hon'ble - 
mover now asks that the Local Government should press the Railway | 
Board to push on with its construction. TI desire to say, on behalf of Govern 
ment, that if the hon’ble mover will modify the word ‘immediately’ by 
substituting for it ‘at an early date,’ Government will -be prepared to 
aecept his resolution. The position is this #the Local Government have 
always favoured some such communication as he himself desires. The Bengal 
re ory. eee overeat as ’ nde the bir et a m Nator - 
thro mpur-Boalia to Godagari, which they . The alignment — 
which now holds with the Railway Board has been placed in their list of pro- | 
jected works ; but as Sir Arthur Anderson stated, tne Government of I tI 
are unable to say when it will be ponive commence any of these projects. 
In the circamstances the Bengal Government would now rather press that = 
this particular a tt should be pushed to an early completion, than contend _ 
Saget pig. cx ocr bard porae Nsagt red 

sar ady pie ie nse ul as. the ie 
remarks. I am prepared to accept the — 

which Ihave suggested.” 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the ~_——e Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
lL 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Cuuncil assembled under 
‘the provisions of the Government~of India Act, 1915, 


THE Wouncil met in the Council Chamber -at Government House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 12th April, 1920, at 11 a.m. 


Present: 
His Excenuency tue Rieur Hon’sie Lawrence Joan Lumury Dounpas, 
Fart or Ronaupsay, @.C:1,8., presiding. 
The Hon’ble- Sir Henry WHEELER, K.C.1-E., 0.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Cummina, ¢.8.1., € 


The Rat ble Sir Bray Cuanp Mantas, K.C.8.1., K:C.LE., L0.M., Maharaja= 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. SrerHenson, c.s.1., 0.1.8. 
The Hon’ble Str Caries Srai-gknov-Moons, K.C.1.E., C.V.0. 
The Hon'ble Masor-Genrra W. H. B. Rosinson, c.8., 1.M.8. 
“The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monanan, 
The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. s. O/Mantxr, CALE. 
The Hon'ble Mn. G. N. Ror, ai 
The Hon’ble Mr. A. Mark. 5 


- 





The Hon’ ble Mr. M. e McAuns: 





he Hon’ble Mr. F. A. ye Weis CLR. 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. W. W. Hones, can. 
‘The Hon’ble Mr. C. W. Gurygr. : jes 
The Hon’ ble Kiftx Bawapur Mautvi er es ai : Ne i 
The Hon'ble Me. 8. W. Goons. ag rm 
The Hon'ble Inrisaam-vi-MuiK Rajs-vp-Dauisa Amint-uL-Omran Nawas 
Sir Aste Qapr Saryipe Wasir ‘Aut Mirza Kaan Banavor: 
Mananat Jana, K.C.8.1., K.c.v.0., Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. ’ 
The Hon’ble Sik Nivratan Sarkar, Kr. i 
The Hon'ble Mr. W. H. H. Laser Woe, CLLR. j . 
The Hon'ble Raia Hrisiikesu Lawa, 1.8. onneatt 
The Hon’ble Mr. Provasa Cuunper Mrrrer, €.1.£. jut 
The Hon'ble Basu Stv Narayan erase 
The Hon’ble Kumar Suis ‘Satuaaxgewin Ray. 
‘Fhe Hon’ble Banu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray Cuaupuurt. 
The Hon’ ble Mn. Arun CHanpra Sinaua, 
The Hon’ble Sir Depa Prasap Sarpapuikari, Kr.; 0.1.6. ee 
The Hon'ble Rai DesenpeR Cuunper GuHose Batiavun. © er 
The Hon'ble Rar Rapua Cuaran Par Banavur. 
‘The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Warson Suytu. — ” ah 
The “Hon'ble Mr. W. H. Puewrs. . 
The Hon’ble Mr. M. Asmar Aur Kian CuaupHURt. - 
The Hon’ble Mauivt A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag. aie ; 
The Hon'ble Kuan Sanip Aman Ant. © . 
The Hon’ble Basu BuABENDRA Cuanpra Ray. 
The Hon’ble Banu AKatL Guana Darra. PE aires 
T he Hon’ble Rat MAienpra Cuanpra Mirka Bhaahia: * Tf, 
‘The Hon’ble Basu Surenvka rer Bate ated oF va Made h 
The Hon’ble Banu Mawenpra Navi Ray, Cte sbi Uy det 


The Hon’ ble Banu Kisnor Mibaax Chavpmons. 


‘The Hon'ble Basu Sanat Oainine Cuaxnasunrry yo 





NE OOD htg le : 5 i ' * or ropa 
‘3 ob iy #t> y ; ; Z 3 

ee hi , * . " ye 
. | 


! 





Parr 1VA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 26, 1920. . 469 Nae 
: x ¥ Seca ee - ‘ RIS Ras ovone te 4 ‘ F i 
i ° yar hice ‘yA 
Questions and Answers. ‘ | 
’ en! j st 
e LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1, e 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 
The following starred question was asked and answer given :— m <f 


By the Hen’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
- *1, . , 4 pa 
.(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the average width Uraftic on the | 


of the Panchanontolla Road in the town of Howrah, and how much of Vanchanontolla ~ 
it is left for traffic? mers: | 


(b) Are the Government aware that this width, with the railway trains 
fr uently Ennis on one side, is not sufficient for pedestrian and wheel i 
traffic in a town like Howrah! : iad 


#4 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O’Malley:— ‘ 


** (a) and (?) The width of the Panchanontolla Road varies so much 
that it is difficult to strike an average. At its widest point, the road is 66 
feet, at its narrowest 27 feet. The space left for wheel traffic at the narrower 
points is small, but it is above the minimum prescribed, by an agreement 
executed in 1889 between the Municipal Commissioners of ata and the 
promoters of the Howrah-Amta Railway which provides that a clear road- 
way of 14 feet, exclusive of the 6 feet required for the railway, shall be left yee | 
intact for ordinary wheel traffic.”’ VAG 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. ‘ > 


The answers to the following unstarred questions. were laid on the 
table :— 


“By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— 


1. , 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any firms tr Training of 
collieries, factories, cotton, jute, and other mills and docks in any part o Bengal of tho’ 


India, are prepared to admit B.E. students of the. Bengal Engineering Bagiveertie 
College for further training, and if so on what terms? College. _ , 


. (b) If the Government have no such information at_their disposal, are i 
the Government. considering the desirability of taking steps for obtaining 4 
the necessary information ! 

“| 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


'** (a) and (b) Arrangements are already made to give Bachelor of 

i tsar students of the Bengal Engineering College at Sibpur a course 

__ of practical training for one year, in order to enable them to qualify for the 

~ final college ‘ diploma of Civil Engineer.’ Such training is arranged for 

‘under the Public Works Department, a railway, the Sanitary Engineer, a 

- Municipal Engineer, or if any important work is in progress, under a District 

Engineer or a recognised firm of contractors. If any student desires to take 
_ up docks and harbour, it is arranged that he should be given a course of train- © 
_ ing under the Port Commissioners. 
ete : ; 
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The proposal that Bengal Engineering students should receive practical _ 


training in collieries, factories, jute mills and cotton mills does nét commend. 
itself to the Government of Benfral for the following reasons. The Bengal 
Engineering course is.4. Civil. Engineering course and - does not prepare 
students for work in collieries, factories and mills, for which previous train- 
ing in mechanical and electrical engineeying is desirable, and in the 


case of collieries special instruction in mining, such as is given in the Sibpur 
mining classes. Bachelor of Engineering students, not having had a course _ 


of mining or mechanical and electrical it peu not be ce 
ical tr: r e it 


material for a prac aining in- collieries, facto mills, whi 


would be impossible to. recognise such training as qualifying for the college: s 


‘diploma of Civil Engineer.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— Bia 
2. 


the increase, if any, in the establishment of the Criminal Intelligence Depart- 
ment, temporary as well as permanent, since the promulgation of the Defence 
of India Act, and the resulting increase in expenditure year by vear? - 


(b) How much, approximately, of the said increase (if any) in establish- 


ment and expenditure, respectively, was necessitated by the administration of 
the Defence of India Act and other war measures of-a similan nature? 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:—-. ya 


** (a) and (b) A reply will be given at a later meeting of the Council.’” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
3. 


ONE 


(a) Are there any standard rules, or uniform practice regarding the 
system of payment to contractors, under the Public Works Department? 


(b) If so, to what extent? 


_ (c) At what intervals are bills of contractors required to be, paid thert- 
under, and how far is the system followed in practice? ; 


Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


‘ 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing sae 


““(a) and (b) Payments to contractors are governed by the terms of — 


the contract for each specific work. The genera] departmental instructions 
on the subject are contained in the Public Works Accounts Code, Chapter VIL, 
Part III, to whith the Hon’ble Member is referred. = 


(c) Under the rules quoted, running account payments to contractors. 
should ordinarily be made monthly. In the case, of petty works priadg ager 
the usual Soin is to pay for the work on completion. _ In the case of large 

repairs extending over a long period, running account payments: 
are made at convenient intervals.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 
4. 


residents of Burrabazar and oo tin pepaaciacesis owing to _ 
ico TBAT siege. | 
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6 Questions and Answers The Calcutta Rent Bill. 

eee Mi ae | Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bufdwan, 9. 

_ for the soil being still saline. Whatever be the Gabe) itis clear that in this . 
part of the digetet the last rice crop was to a great extent a failure. It is 
rted. that the crops of the two previous “seasons were indiherent, and 

distress has resulted which probably, Owing to the remoteness of the locality, . 
- was ‘not completely ‘met by the relief operations. The Civil Sargeon, who 
accompanied the ‘Officiating Collector in his enquiry on the spot. reports that 
e noticed some cases of extreme emaciation and chronic bowel-complaints 
gen, Appatgntly, to insufficient nourishment and taking bad and indigestible 


tee ee 
For. the able-botlied there appears to be sufficient work available at 
_ Present in the making and repairing of embankments and in the excavation of 
a tank for drinking Water, which has been undertaken. ~ It is reported that 
the veer which were being paid by the local Zamindar’s naib for Pepairing 
embankments were insufficient, but he has agreed to increase the-rate from 
2 annas to 5 annas a day. 


It will be necessary to give gratuitous relief for some time probably until 
the next harvest to distressed persons who are incapable of working them- 
selves and have no one to support them: The Inspector of Police distributed 
4 maunds of rice and a small sum ‘of money on the 9th March, and the 
coy po ee of Police distributed 15 maunds of rice and 4 tins of arrowroot 
and left in charge of a-Sub-Inspéctor a quantity of barley, arrowroot, sugar : 
and suji for distribution to invalids. The Officiating Collector took with him 
to Gabura on the 23rd 50 maunds of rice, 64 pieces “of cloth, a supply of 
arrowroot, Mellin’s Food and salt, as well as asupply.of medicines. He was 
accompanied by the Givil Surgeon, and also by an epidemic doctor whom hé 
left at Gabura in charge of medical relief operations. The Circle. Sub- 
Deputy Collector, Satkhira, has, for the present, been placed in charge of 

atuitous relief, and instructed to prepare a list ‘of those who réquire it. » In 
hie report of the 29th. the Officiating Collector has asked for a grant of 
‘Rs. 2,000 for gratuitous relief. Mr. Fawcus having now taken charge of- the 
_ district “from Babu Dasarathi Dutt, 1 would recommend that he may be given 
carte blancheto incur such expenditure on gratuitous felicf as may be 
“boowsdry, ponding further enquiry which he will be asked to make personally 
in the GaburasUnion and other affected localities as soon as possible. He will ° 
also be asked’ to submit proposals for the organisation and continuance of 
relief measures for such time as may be required. For this purpose the 
deputation of a special officer may be necessary, but, before recommending 
this, I wish to have more precise information as to the extent of the distress. 
Mr. Hart has suggésted that. if possible, some of the surplus stock of ©, 
Burma rice which was sold by the late Collector Mr. Dash, at Rs. 5-4 a 
‘maund,’ on condition that it should not be removed from the district, should 
now be botizht back and’put on sale in the Adts in Gabura and other ected 
BS heh not exceeding Rs. 5-10a maund. I will ask the Collector to 
_/ consider this suggestion. , Mee : 
Te be late Officiating ‘Collector asked for an allotment of Rs. 5,000 for 
' Agricultural loans, which was sanctioned by Government telegram No. 3295° 
of the 26th March. - bs is now reported that Agricultural loans will not be 
‘equired in the affected area until May and June. foe 







LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 
‘THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. wr 
aN Phe Hon'ble: the ~Maharajadbiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that 
= : f the Select Committee on the. Caleutta Rent Bill, 1920, be ‘taken 
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motion, was put and agreed to, ©” 
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“2 the: Cates Rent Bill... : ci _ on 
Maharajadhiraja Bakecige of Burdwan; Maulvi ity K. Fazl-ul-Hag: : 
LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No.3. 
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bardwan geval dhebhales 
clauses of the Bill be considered for settlement in the form recommended by 


the Select Committee, , ‘ gee an 
The motion was put and agreed to. we - 
LIST OF AMENDMENTS Solem 
to... ; Pt ae 
THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. — 


Preamble. 


ky leu 
1, The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K..Fazl-ul-Haq moved that after the word 
“rents” in line 2 of the preamble the words. “of snigll premises” be 
inserted, Me a Hage My 
He said :— 


‘My Lord, it is now for me to move the first of the amendments on 
the agenda paper, namely, that after the word ‘rents’ in line 2 of the 
preamble the words ‘of small premises’ be inserted. Before, my Lord, 
I press this amendment, I wish with your Exeellency’s permission to say a few 
words in order ‘to explain my position clearly and to avoid being afterwards 
misunderstood. M¥ Lord, the snggested amendment, it is obvious, wants 
to restrict the operations of the provisions of the Bill in a considerable 
measure, I have not attempted to define the phrase ‘of small premises,’ 
but an indication of what we mean by an amendment of this. character is 
given by one of the amendments of which I. have given notice and also by 
the several 4mendments that have been proposed by other Hon’ble Members. 
Briefly. stated, the idea is that the scope of operations of the proposed Adt- 
should be limited to premises of which the rent does not exceed a certain 
limit, and as to what that limit should be there seems to be. some difference 
of opinion, but several Hoh'ble Members are of opinion that some such limit: 
should be put. Since I- gave notice of this amendment I have come across 
observations which go to show that it is being understoed’ in. certain 
quarters that the object of bringing an amendment of this character is 
to benefit the Indian section of the population and try to exclude the 
European section. generally. .Speaking for myself, I can. say that I have 
had no idea of this character. ‘It was fever my intention if the Act is to be 
a beneficial measure at all that the Indians should get the benefit 
of it to the exclusion of another section of the community. I will, therefore, 
explain what I meant when I gave notice of this amendment. I found, 
my Lérd,‘en the first day when the Bill Me yay in this Council, that 
my Hon’ble Friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur took up a most.defiant, 
attitude and he was not at all in favour of any such Act being passed. I do 
not remember what he really did say, bat from what I understood him to say 
_ [found that there was a strong feeling amongst the landlords that this Rent 

Rill was going to be something like an encroachment on some of their most’ 
cherished privileges,and they felt it their duty to oppose this measure. Now 
so far as the tenants are concerned the feeling 1s also very strong, and I 
thought that if by a sort of compromise Iyeould placate the body. of landlords. 
to a certain extent, I would be able to get some sort of concessions for the 
tenants. If we put a dividing line as to how far-the Act should go, it is 
obvious that those who would be above that ine would not get the benefit 
of the provisions of the Bill, that is, persons who by SS RS ote wealth or 
_ influence or other causes would be sufficiently strong to protect themselves, 
and those who would be below that line would be certain persons of the 
poorer classes who would otherwise be always at the mercy of the 
landlords. I therefore suggest that some such limit ought to be put. I 
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- Maharajadhiraja Bakadur of Burdwan ; Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hay ; President ; 
eS fai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 
remains for the representatives of landlords to explain their position, because 





‘in a matter of this kind we ought to tpderdiand the position of both landlords 
ul. 


and tenants before we go further with the But if they insist ‘on taicing 
up 4 defiapt attitude, I shall certainly, my Lord, be the last person to make. 
ay. sacrifreé which I believe to be absolutely unnecessary in order to please 
them. : 

_ With these few words I put this amendment for accept th 
gai acer fe" ; : : eceptance hy the 
The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


-. “My Lord, T am sorry that a gentleman of the acumen of the Hon'ble 
Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq should have been misled in a matter of this nature. In 
trying an attack on the landlords he is really giving them a sop 80 to speak. 
T cannot of course accept this amendment, and I might briefly state the 
reasons for *which I’ @annot do so. The question is not as to whether we 


' should allow the landlords as ‘a body to assess or to rackrent on the income 


of buildings above a eertain limit. The question is a-plain one. The whole 


- principle underlying this Bill is that the practice of rackrenting—the practice 
’ of profiteering—has gone on to such an extent in this city that Government are 


in duty bound, fora time at any rate, to check those malpractices and are 
constrained to come in and interfere with private rights. If that be so, I do 
not think that any sensible man could advocate the principle that let the 
landlords fleece those that can afford to be fleeced. It would be quite a 
wrong principle—it would be a principle whicn I could not for my part, fiot only 
as Member-in-charge. of the Bill but as a landlord myself, advocate or accept. 
It might easily be proposed that there are poor landlords like thoge the 
widow's’ friend the Rai Bahadur pointed out the other day who have got one 
wretched hose and that therefore they, should be, allowed to profiteer. I 


do not think.that this amendment could possibly be acceptéd, because it is so 


diametrically opposed to the whole principle underlying this Bill, and for’ 


_ these reasons, my Lord, on behalf of Government, I am unable to accept this 


amendment.”, 


_ The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said :— 


“My Lord, attempts at cempromise are always a betrayal of weaknesk. 
I confess myself that I need not have proposed an amendment of’ this 
character. 1 do not find anybody else supporting the amendment, and as-the 
Hon'ble Member-in-charge doeg not see his way to accept the amendment, 
I beg leave togwithdraw it.” 
_. Theamendment was then by leave of the President withdrawn, 


{ The President said :— 


€ 


| elanse 1 (8) be omitted. 


“The ‘amendment that, stands next on the agenda paper (No. 2) should 
not be moyed in respect of clause 1. It should be moved in respect of 


clause 2 which applies to prentises, and I would refer the Hon’ble Member 


* 


a 





to a subsequent amendment, No.'25, I shall remind him of his present. amend - 
ment when wé come to that one.” °° - ‘ . 
Leal : Clause 1 * ’ 
_. 8. The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghése Bahadur moved that 
He said :— hae Keeani a , 
_. “My Lord, the reason for my moving for the omission of clause 1 (8): is 
this» “It is just possible that after some little time the Government of Bengal: » 
extend the operations of this Act to the Cossipore-Chitpur Municipality 


7 


ileutta.; On some morning it will perhaps be found that the Act is extended 
these two municipalities and the result, will be that the, men with capital 
and land who proposed to build houses in these areas will be deterred from 
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cs i the north of Calcutta and to the Tollygunge Munie¢ipality on the south of 
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” « . 
doing so, and so inst of having more house accommodation in or about — 
Oalcutta, thé city would be deprived of that advantage. It is not wise that — 
you should create such a feeling amongst the land-owners and capitalists and * 
prevent them from investing their money in building houses in these a1 ; 
where land is available and buildings are searce. That is the reptésentation 


which the land-holders’ conference. which met som time ago in the British _ 
Indian Association’s room, havé put. before the Government. I think there is 
considerable reason for the Mrcecasicn that it will not be quite a safe thing - 
for people to acquire land at Tollygunge or within the limits of the tan ekg - 
Chitpur Municipality and build houses there for house accommodation, 
because at any time if Government choose, 4 drastic measure like this it can. be 
enforced in these areas. Bur as it is, this clause really hangs like th® sw. 
of Damocles on the people who have any intention of developing thé areas om 
the north and south of Oaleutta. If hereafter mecessity arises for the 
peration of an Act like this in these areas, I do not think there will be any 
difficultyin introducing another Billfor.such purpose. * 

With these observations I commend the amendment to, the acceptance of 
the Council.” . , 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— wk, 


“ My Lord, if we turn to clause 24 of the Bill we find that new buildings 
are not going to be affected, If so, supposing there are developments after-— 
wards in Tollygunge.or Cossipore-Chitpur, they would not be affected. ‘Then 
again, I do not think that any sensible Government would notify the extension 
of the provisions of this Act to other areas unless they ‘were convinced that a 
certain number of landlords had again started their old tricks for which we 
-are now legislating in Caleutta. Then again, if the Hon’ble ver of this 
amendment were to see clause 1 (3)to which he has made reference, he. will 
find that. we ha¥é put in the words ‘after previous publication’. That will 
give time for objections, and I therefore really fail to see why there should be 
this suspicion—when it is the intention of Government to encour. develop- 
ment of Calcutta or its suburbs—that the moment this Act comes into opera- 
tion, there is likelihood of its being extended to the suburbs at once. Of 
course, if there are men in some of these areas who go in for profiteering to 
such an extent that the Government are forced to step in, that is a different ~ 
matter, -But,as clause 24 makes it quite clear that any new building ‘project 
either in Calcutta or in its suburbs do not come within the purview of this 
Act and as we have got the words ‘after previous publication’ if strikes me 
that there is really not somuch ground for opposition. MBE sys 

For these reasons, my Lord, on behalf of Government, I am unable to 


accept this amendment.” gens ee 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said:—- 
‘My Lord, “as to the interpretation put on the wording of clause 24,1 am ™ 
sorry I read it dif.erently from what the Hon’ble Member-in-charge of _ 
the Bill has done. It is laid down in this ‘clause that this Act shall not 
apply to premises erected aftdér or in course of erection at the commence- 
ment of this Act. “According to’ my interpretation, supposing if this Act is ~— 
extended two years hence to Tollygungo it will protect houses erected after 
the introduction of that Act, but it will not protect those erected or arein 
course of erection at the commencement of the Act there. So there is a. 

, considerable difference between my interpretation of the Act and that of the — 
Hon'ble Member-in-charge of the Bill. Then it is said that before the Act — 
is extended to any other area there will be a previous publication anf the 
Pp will be given opportunity to haye their say. Is it the ‘same thing 
as the opportunity given to discuss matters*in Council here, or 

portunity be given to discuss the matter in the new Council fae 
i A to come into existence in 1921? I bad say the tenants will have — 
more representation on the new Council than they are supposed to have now. 
I, therefore, say that it is the same thing whether you'keep sub-section (3) _ 
™ By s é ei Pd G Oe ek dere Oe ont eel 
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The Hon’ble Mr. eins Shasies bin ones gp Tous 
“Tn the circumstances I beg to withdraw my amendment.” 
The notion was then by leave of the President withdrawn, 


The Hon'ble Mr.+P. C.. Mitter ' moved that at the ae 2 
2 20) ‘the following be added, viz:— pas ae 
-  ** Provided nevertheless the expression shall not ‘weeae a person fre 
whom a lessee has taken a lease of an ANY PEON 2S 2 
‘subletting or where the lessee has sublet such premises for a — 
‘period o 7 years or more ””; pee: Sad 


He said :— ? ei vee Lage sa eye a 


My Lord, I am in favour of protecting the actual “occupants of. freon 
and to y that extent I am prepared to modify the ordinary contractual 
he object of this amendment is that if a person originally takes a lease for aa 
purpose of subletting, he shall not be protected for he does not stand in need _ 
of protection under this Act. The socond portion of my amendment relates — 
to a person who has actually sublet for 7 years or more. The scope of-the ~ 
Act is only for 3 years. To fulfil the object of the Act, I am allowing more 
than Aéuble the number of years for which this Act will ran, and, further- — 
more, a man who has originally taken a lease for the purpose of vehiaeiiag 
is perhaps a profiteer of the worst description, and I do not want @ man 
of that character to take advantage of the provisions of the Act and make 
- aprofit by subletting af his own figure. That is the reason why I have 
ventured to put forward this amendment, and I may say that if this amend- | 
ment is accepted, it’ will not all go against either the con or the - 
object of this Act.” 


> ee : 


The Hon'ble the Mahsirajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— ee 


“My Lord, the Hon'ble Member. himself ‘discussed this point cat reat : 
length in Select Committee, and I may say that several of ae : 
Select Committee, did not see eye to eye with him. He has thought ‘tet 
press this matter in Council to-day. I do not propose to go at any Pipers na 
the reasons why this amendment should not be.accepted, but I will — 
mention two things. In the first place, [have not heard of any cases W i 
the landlord with eyes open gives his house to a tenant to sublet, Even ifhe © — 
does, I do not quite follow Mr. Mitter as to who is deriving the benefit from 
_ this—certainly not the teriant ; the benefit will be on the side of the. I 
by trying to keep out the middleman. What I feel | raged this i s that. 
case, and even if there is a middleman, he could not 

standard rent; if so, why should we exclude the middleman 
Tarthae, if we were to Soe this question of a 
i y becanse the Act i for 8 
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doshae os any reason why -bustees should be’ Soceade 
ceo ree ‘is ar to afford Seca 5 to the poorer 


am é sure the Hon’ ble Member deserves thi gratitude of the 

forward this amendment. If there are any persons,” 

consent deserve eiagsgtenms it is the poor People, and it is in 

his ainéndment. has. been. proposed. ‘The only possible 

nee may be that it-would tend to diseou clearing 

building operations thereon. It will, howpele, be seeu: 
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dment No. 13) is almost exactly the. 
erefore take this opportunity of making a few 
‘support of this amendment. When this Bill was first intro- 
ras could be ascertained from newspapers and public 
erstand that the principle reason for such a Bill-was 
incomes—people with fixed. salaries and large _ 
considerable difficulty by the operations of the Transfer 
theContract Act ; they also found difficulty in getting 
owing to the limited supply. Imay say that this shortage. 
small number of houses but to the large influx oY ins meet 
.merica, and this fact has operated in coven a 
building materials is also very high. When 
; it provided. not only relief to people who 
i purposes, but also those who wanted accom- 
wes, but some modification of this relief has-been 
nittee. I cay quite sympathise 
able houses on account. of the 
‘sympathy for busi 
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The Caleutta Rent Bill. 


Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
. Burdwan ; Mr. P. C. Mitter: 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said .— 


““My Lord, [ feel it my duty to oppose this amendment, If we under- 
~ stand properly the underlying principle of the Bill, we come to know-that 
protection is to be ae to all classes of people who live in Caleutta. If - 
the object. of the Bill is to give protection to those who live in their dwelling 
houses, that is a different matter, but as I understand, tlie principle is that 
the arms of law are to be extended to all classes of people whether they live 
in dwelling houses or not. When Government and the State have taken the 
law in their hands for the protection of all people, is it reasonable, is it con- 
sistent with justice, to urge before the House that shopkeepers and office- 
holders should be excluded from the operation of the law? Conceive for one 
moment that there are shopkeepers who are very poor people, “and what 
would be their condition if the law does not protect them ? Bearing in mind 
the underlying principle of this Act, I submit that the amendmént is not a 
very reasonable one. We are not in England or any other country where we 
-have to quote the English law for our protection. We are to consider the con- 
dition of our people, and if it be admitted that there are rapacious landlords 
who are extorting excessive rents, I think it is fair that this law should be 
extended to all shopkeepers and those who run offices.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, the discussion as ‘to whether we should omit the words ‘or 
for the purposes, of a shop or an office’ has been fairly equally balanced. I do 
not propose to go at any length-in opposing this amendment which of course 
I must do on behalf of Government. I donot think the question of our wisdom 
soaring higher than that of the British Parliament arisos here, nor. does the 

- question that because some of these shop keepers put up high prices even in 
pre-war days that they should be punished arise. What the Government are 
concerned with is this : Has profiteering taken place with regard to buildings 
let out for shops or offices or not? I hold proof in+my hands that it has 
taken place. That being so, we are in duty bound to rope in the shop and 
‘Office just as much as a residential building, and further my reply to the 
Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur with regard to tlie profiteer- 
ing shopkeeper who has. inflated the price of foodstuffs and other things 
would be that if hereafter they still go on profiteering in the way that some 
of them have done, the Government will have a crushing reply ready for 
them. The Government will say—‘Here we have given you protection 
against the rapacious landlord |and yet when you go on profiteering, you 
certainly deservé no mercy or indulgence.’ I think it must be quite apparent 
that that is the principle which must guide us in including a shop and an 

- office and not the principle enunciated by the Rai Bahadur. 

For these reasons, my Lord, [ am unable to accept the amendment of 
Raja Hrishikesh Laha.” ( 
The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. Mitter said :— - 

““My Lord, as I have proposed an amendment of a similar nature I would 
say a few words on this amendment. It has been said that although shop- 


keepers may be profiteering that'is no reason why profiteering landlords’ 
should’ be’ given protection. I entirely agree with that proposition, but I 


_. Should like the Council to-consider another more important’ aspect of the 


question! Are we going to legislate with regard to all profiteering 2 Did we 
legislate when there’ was cloth trouble ? Did we legislate when the brickfield 
owners ‘were selling bricks at something twice or thrice the formal price? [. 
entirely agree with Babu Akhil Chandra Datta (he at any rate is consistent) 

in his suggestion that wherever there is profiteering let there be legislation 
to put a stop to it; of course if this be'a'sound view in politics, let us accept 
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it by all means and follow this view. to its logical conclusion. If we do not 
accept this view as sound, is it wise or right that we should select only one 
kind of profiteering, gamely, the profiteering of landlords? In ivingy my 
support to the general principles of this Bill 1 havé always said Ao a good 
deal of profiteering is going on and perliaps, to some extent, this Bill is: justi- 
fiable. I know that.no Government can remain unmoved by the cries of a 
roofless. population and that no Government ought to withstand the cries of a 
hungry population but does that apply to protecting shop-keepers ? * 
I have no sympathy with the rapacious landlords, but I want to look 
ahead and to see the present housing problem of Calcutta solved on _ proper 
lines and not on lines of mere imitation of Rangoon or Bombay but on lines 
worthy of Calcutta, by developing her, by making it possible for hér to build 
many larger houses and cheaper houses by promotion of building societies 
in which tenants, be they tenants of residential houses or shops, will be. , 
interested. “I want Calcutta to solve her housing problem on lines of self>, 


help and not merely by Bolshevik legislation. It may be necessary tem- ‘ 


porarily to resort to a legislatidn of this character to allow people not to go 
roofless, byt does that justification exist in case of shops? I venture to think 


‘it does not. My Lord, I would not have troubled myself about shops. Speaking 


personally and for those whom I represent in this Council. I have no interest 
in shops, but [ have been in the Select Committee as also in Council pleading 
for a juster Act and not for the tenants of shops and in the interést of 
rapacious landlords. The latter will know very well how to get ridpf the 
provisions of this Act and there are hundreds of ways of doing so for a 
dishonest landlord. I am pleading for thé exclusion of shops for contractual 
rights should not be interfered with unless it is absolutely necessary in the 
very interest of the poorer middle class tenants, or in the interest of those 
whom this legislation seeks to protect. I plead for not extending this legis- 
lation, beyond what is actually necessary. It may be that my voice is a voice 
crying in the wilderness, but it may be that a few years hence Government 
will repent of its hasty action. Bat there is another matter which T 
depfecate and deprecate most strongly, namely, the introduetion into the 
discussion of this question the party interest of landlords or the party 
interest of the tenants. Let the tenants and the landlords all combine and 
try to solve the housing problem of Calcutta. Sectionalism will’ do no 2 

to India. For all these reasons I submit that the word ‘shdp’-should be 
omitted,” ' pis 


- 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, I need not formally move the motion which stands in’ my. 
name (amendment No. 14). The Hon’ble Raja has said already what ought. 
to be said in this matter. He has said that he has been convinced. of unjust 
profiteering on the part of shop-keepers. .1 have said from the. very begin+ 
ning that®I have absolutely no sympathy with rack-renting landlords, and 
that I am*in favour of legislation to provide shelter for poor people who 
cannot afford to livé in these hard times on account of the economic distress 
that is now prevailing here, but, my Lord, I have been very carefully. 
searching to find out what the facts are that have induced the Government 
to include shops and offices in this ‘Bill in’ order to afford them protection. | 
It has been said by the Hon'ble Member-in-charge. in ‘his introductory speech 
that there -has been profiteering, so, far as shops and. offices were concerned, 
My Lord, he may cite 20 or 30 cases of residential houses and there are 
16,000 tenanted residential houses in Calcutta. We may Jeaye: them. aside, 
because J have said I have full sympathy for those who cannot find shelter, 


but, I will now confine myself to the 5,000 shops within the Calcutta munici- 


pality,—my figure. is quite correct, and it may be verified from the municipal . 
register—may I respectfully inquire, my Lord, in hew many cases out of | 


+ 
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Babu Akhit Chandra Datta ; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: Mo. Ashraf 
Ali Khane Chaudhuri. . 


found that'there has been exhorbitant ‘increase of rent without any justifi- 
cation ‘whatever? T should also like to’ know another fact : Tt has Weert cada 
that» many of these shop-keepers are poor; there are no doubt poor sh 
keepers, but at the same time we know that, générally speaking, trades people 
have reaped a substantial harvest during war time. May I also ask what 
_ was the income-tax*derived from these 5,000 shops before the war and after 
the war? My Lord, that will bea convincing figure, and it-would show that 
there has been no preposterous rack-renting on the part of landlords in 
ar of shops and places of business and that business men have done 
well and could afford to pay an increased rent. Then I would refer to another 
point... The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps has said that these shops and -places of 
business make only a ten-per-cent. profit. It is common. know edge that 
trades peaple have made enormous profits and that they are now.sYolling in 
wealth. The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta says the majority of them 
are small shopkeepers. My Lord, the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
hails, from Consilla; he comes to Council perhaps for every third or fourth 
rex ir and probably that is how he has gained his knowledge of shops in 
alcutt a.” J 


The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta interrupting said :— 


‘ “My Lord, I rise to a point of order. The Hon'ble Member has no 
business to pass ‘these remarks, it has nothing to do with him, whether I 
attend Council regularly, or only every third or fourth meeting.” 


The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pai Bahadur continuing said :— 


“T beg the Hon’ble Member’s pardon. I withdraw my remarks, As 
regards the small shopkeepers, there are small shops in Burra Bazar, but 
behind those small shops there is a mint of money. Go over any part. of 

‘, Burra Bazar and you will find that it is full of small shops, but as I have 
said there is large capital behind those shops. ‘Those shopkeepers have reaped 
an enormous. haryest by selling cloth at a profit during the high prices. 
It~has been stated in the Rent Committee’s report that the increase of 
prices of things; that.is to say, the lowering of the purchasing power. of money 
bas caused a rise in land values and rents. It is also partly due, as has 
been admitted by the Rent Committee, to the demolition of buildings by 
the Caleutta Improvement Trust — without any attempt at re-housing the 
displaced population. - Now, my Lord, the rise in the price of living generally 
has gone above 100 per cent., and I should like to know, my Lord, whether 
in the case of these 5,000 shops and business places, the rents have been 
raised to anything approaching the same proportion. My Lord, new enter- 
prises are springing up every day ; there is limited accommodation in certain 
areas called trading areas, and so if a person pays a little higher in order.to 

*secure a particular place to carry on his business, I think he should be 
allowed todo so, Ido not see any injustice in it; this is merely business 
and if this is not allowed to be done, business will be strangled.. My Lord, 
much as been said of the English Act. The English Act controls the rent 
of small dwelling houses only; it does not control the rent of shops and 
places of business. If we follow the English law there is no reason why we 
should not follow it in all its essential features.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :— 


-. “My Lord, we have heard of the rapaciousness of the shopkeepers, the 

rice of everything has gone up, but if we exclude the shopkeepers from the 

Provisions. of this Bill, ewhat will happen ; they will have another chance of 

saying that they nave got to pay higher rents, therefore they are entitled to 

, charge more for their goods. That is what. will happen. Then how are you 

going to niake a distinction between the small shopkeeper who lives in his, 
oak Sh ¥. 
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own shop, and the big ahdpkeeper who keeps hiv shop for placer of bawueas 
only and lives lsoyehenn? alt will require.a great mathematician to work ‘out 
this distinction? It is for this reason, my lord, that I oppose the amendment.” 

1 SaaS 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazi-ul-Haq said :— : Sc a. 
_ “My Lord, if I intervene at this stage of the debate, it ia to emphasise 
‘two points in the speech of the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta and the 
Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali. With reference to the Sn ae ee 
‘ Hon'ble Mr. Mitter with a certain amount of heat, I can only tell him that a 
Bolshevik can only be successfully met by another Bolshevik and that in 
this particular case, we shall’ welcome this legislation. as an. indication, if I 
may say so,-of the dawn of slow-returning wisdom on the pari of Govern- 
ment. Pfofiteering has been going on so -unscrupulously for the last few, 
ears that it is @ pity that Government did not intervene to put a stop to it 
: lar ago, but because Government has not done what was necessary or even 
what was its bounden duty in other directions, is it any reason to come . 
forward and, say that because Government has failed in its duty in. other: 
respects that Government should stop its hand in this matter also? | Will two 
wrongs make one right ? ‘inne fie 
Then, my Lord, as regards another point which has been referred to by. 
Mr. Ashraf Ali, and which I should like to emphasise: If the sh pers 
are not protected, what will happen ? These landlords will find that their 
chances of protiteering at the expense of residents in houses will. be gone 
and so they. will have a greater inclination to apek for fresh fields, and they 
will try to exact more than a fair reni from,the shopkeepers, and the result 
will be what Mr, Ashraf Ali has pointed out.’ Prices have gone up already, 
and they will go up still higher. After all what does the shopkeeper do ? 
He imports things from outside India ; he pays a certain rate of freight, and 
other expenses incurred by him; then he pays a certain rent and-then makes 
a profit. He will necessarily increase the price of the articles he sellz, if 
you increase his rent. “It seems to me that the way would be not to oppose: 
this Bill, but after it has been passed into law, to put pressure on Government 
to undertake legislation on similar lines in order to put a stop ‘to profiteering 
in other directions. I’ know that a course like that is beset with difficulties, 
-but we ‘need not be ‘afraid of that. We have got to find a solution to that, ° 
just as we have found a solation for the increase in house rents. I therefore 
_ think that’ it will not be wise to oppose this provision ‘simply because similar 
provision has not been made in other respects, and lastly. I do’ not see why 
merely shops and offices should be excluded from protection.) What about 
hotels and other places also ? If we festrict it only to residential houses, we 
have got to take away everything else from the purview of this Act. For all 
these reasons I oppose this amendment.” ae 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said :— « 


; ; be) 

“I,am not much impressed by the arguments adduced by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Phelps. We own a few houses in Calcutta and the nett return there- 
from is not more than 4% per cent., whereas you accept the statement 
of my Hon'ble friend that shopkeepers make a nett profit of 15. per 
eent. On his own showing, they make a profit of 300 per cent. more than 
the landlords, and if that is not proprofiteering, I do not know what. profiteer- 
ingis. Asthe shopkeeper makes a handsome profit at the expense of the 
consumers, there is no reason why he should be at all protected, ¢' 

* It has been also urged. by other Hon’ble Members ‘that the prices of 
things will be increased if we raise the rate‘of rent. All I can eijin iat my 
Hon'ble friend Babu Akhil’ Chandra Datta and others have never soon 

~ Burra Bazarat all. If he had been there he would not say. that profiteering 
has not gone on. His knowledge in that direction is very limited. I do not 
see why shopkeepers who indulge in profiteering should ibe, at all protected. 
I therefore press the amendment.” © wap Bb 
- uff 1 
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The motion being ky a tirhiaiee a stn with the following’ acai: —_ 


¥ Noes—81, 
The ‘Hon'ble Sir reais Wheeler, KOR, 
C.8.1 
ae Mr. J. G Caniming, 8a, 
CLE, 


Sir Bijay Chand Mahta, 

“KOS K.CLB,  10.M., 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Bardwan. 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson, C.8.1,, 
One. 

Mr. W. W. Hornell; 0.1.8. 

Sir ©. J. Stevenson-Moore, 
K.C.LE., C.V.0. 

ae 8. Ww. Goode. 

an dur Maulvi A in- 

ul-Isl + 
Major-General Wy HB; 
Robinson, ©.8., 1.M.s. 

Mr, J. F. Monahan. 

Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, 
CLE. 

Mr. Gurner, 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chau- 

. dhauri, 

Khan Sahib Aman Ali, 
Mr. L. 8. 8. O'Malley, 0.1.8, 

. Mr. M. C, McAlpin, 
Mr. A Marr.; 
Mr. F. A. Cowley, 0.1.8. 

. Mr. G.N. Roy. 
Mr. W. H. Phelps, 

*s * Mr. R. M, Watson-Smyth. 

Maulvi A) K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chan- 
dhuri, 

Mr. Aran Chandra Singha. 

Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, 
O.L.E. 

Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

Rai Mahendra Chandra 
Mittra Bahadur, | 

Babu Bhabendra Chandra 
Ray. ; 

Babu Sif Narayan Makherji. . 

Nawab Bahadur of Murshi- 
dabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, 
K.C,8.1., K.C.V.0, 

Sir Deba Prasad Sarvadhi- 
kari, KT. C.L.E. 


on ” 


The following members were absent ;— 


Pit 


“ ‘The. Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 


Dr. Abdulla-al Mamun Suhtawardy. 


” ? ; Mr. Altaf Ali. 
" " Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. * 
5 ws Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
> ” " Mr. Aminur Rahman. 
” ” Mr. Hindle: ° 
ce ‘ow ibs 


Calan: 
a IM) 
as 


ake : 
‘ Desay 


r. Cathcart. 
» Mr. Pickford. 


. 
PA4nr ey ip 
. 

Be 


an 


~~ Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.1£. 
Mr. G. A. Bayley. 
ti} \ a W. L. Travers. 


The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 31, the motion was lost. 


vu 
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The Caleutta Rent Bill. ein 


_ The President ; Babu ‘Surendra Nath Ray ; ernie septic ‘pi hacdlue i 
Burdwan. i / 


The President said :— 
“ Ttemg 13 and 14 are disposed ‘of by the desiaidn. of the ‘Coun on 
amendment No. 12.” 


The following two motions were then deemed to have been withdrawn : — 


~ 


13, The Hon'ble Rai Debendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur to Seceet that 
the words ‘‘ or for the purposes of a wm or an office.” in lines 3 and 4 of 
clause 2 (e) be omitted. 

14. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that the 
yk or for the purposes of a shop or an office ’’ in lines 3 ang 4 of clause 

2 (e) be omitted. 


15,. Motion No. 14 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur moved that for the words “ or for the purposes of’ a shop or an 
office ”’ a lines 3 and 4 of clause 2 (¢), the following be substituted, viz:—- 


‘ or for the ore of a shop whose monthly rental is below Rs. 20 
and w let for the retail sale of food-stuffs ’’, 


He said :— 
‘ 


“ My Lord, it will be seen that what I propose in this amendment is that 
shops whose monthly rental is below Rs. 20 should only be included within. 
‘the seope of the Bill. I need ‘not say ‘much on this amendment as the 
question has been fully discussed already. AllI want by this amendment is. © 
to protect small shops. I hope the Hon’ble Member-in-charge will agree with 
me in saying that the bigger shops need not require protection. I ho 
though it will be hoping against hope, that this amendment. will meet with 
acceptance at his hands.” ; 
4 _ ; . 4 
The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— ~ 
“My Lord, Lhad no intention of taking any part in the discussion of 
this amendment, as ccrtain facts regarding certain Government tenants 
have been placed in my hands, Ihave risen to support this amendment. My 
Lord,‘we have-heard' much about the rapaciousness of Indian landlords % we 
have heard much about profiteering by landlords, but in this réspect I really do 
not know whether the landlords have been following the benign Government. 
I have got.asmall list in my hand. It contains the names of 25 or 30:tenants— 
all Government tenants—of the Orphangunge market who have been served . 
with notices by Government for higher rents. I may say that they have been — 
. tenants of Government ' for the last six-or seven years. These tenants have 
already sent in a petition to the Collector of 24-Parganas, but they have been 
told by .the officer-in-charge of the market that they would have to pay higher — 
rents from henceforth. I.willrcite a few of these» io :—Abdul Gani has 
been paying Rs. 23 as rent ; this will be raised to Re, 30 Gobardhan has fom 
paying Rs. 37 ; his rent will be raised to Rs, 60,”: Cast Me 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of B pirbone ati ue Bee 


/ ” “May T rise to a point of order, my Lota. I am not quite cléar what: “ihe 
has got to is with the protection of shops on a pont et eared: of — 20 and . 
less. The Hon'ble Member is here citing certain cases in wh 


is going to put up the rents of certain shops above a nla gee 
amendment before us is for the prea ofa certain 
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. The Caleta’ Rent Bill. 


The President ; Babu Surendra ‘Nath Ray ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan ; Mr. Ashraf Aly Khan Chaudhuri ; Rat Radha Charan Pal 
_ Bahadur, ; oallhen 


The President said :— 


“ I do not appreciate the. bearing, of the, Hon’ble Member's arguments 

n thisamendment. ‘The object of this amendment is to reduce the scope 

f the Bill so as_ to srolade from its provisions large shops, Under these 
circumstances [ am unable to follow the arguments of the Hon’ble Member, 
I cannot see whether he is arguing in favour of or against the amendment.” | 


" The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— th 


““T would now place before the Council the case of smaller tenants. One 
- tenant was paying Rs. 17—.” ; ; 


The President said:— 


_ +.“ Order! order! The Hon’ble Member must. adduce arguments either _ 
in favour of or against the"particular amendment which is under discussion, 
I donot see that the argument which he has so far adduced has anything 
to do with this particular amendment, and unless he shows me that it does 
bear on the amendment, I must rule him out of order.”” 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— . 


“Tam in favour of this amendment. Tsay that ‘these ‘tenants should 
also be protected.” ' 


_ The President said :— 


“Yes ; but then the Hon'ble Member is in favour of the Bill and not in 
favour of the amendment. This amendment,is in favour of reducing the 
Scope of the Bill,”. , m , 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :- 


“My Lord, I must ask the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur not 
to hope against hope. I cannot accept this amendment because it is against 
the principles of the Bill. When the first amendment on*the agenda paper 
was moved by the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq I explained what the prin- 
ciple underlying the Bill was, and this is driving right against that principle, 

, and as such I must oppose it.” 


> 


« 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, I would only ask my friend, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
, Pal’ Bahadur, whois a great master of statisti¢s, to tell us how many shops 
_there are now! tat Rs. 20. eae Hiss hocets Sm ty 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“Although I cannot give him the figures just now, they are,available in 
the office of the Corporation, but I believe a very large number of mood? shops 
“or small eepers (their number is not quite insignificant, but quite large) 
who sell ‘food “will’receive protection if this amendment be accepted. 
I may say without betraying: Mae that I understood from the ¢eonver- 
sation T had with the last-speaker that he would favour such a compromise 

i atid ‘would sa ort iny motion.” a eam 
‘o; Whe,motion was then put aadlost. 
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he Caleuta Bent Bill. 


Mr. P. ¢, Mitter ; Kishori Mohan Chandi Maharajadhira;. Bahadar 
_ Burdwan ; President ; Mr. Arun’ Chandra coe atts a : 


- fy 
we ; 


The talib ing motion was deemed to have been withdrawn as being 
covered by preVious discussion in the Council :— ; 


bi; og a 
- 16. The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter to move that in “Tine oa i 
cases ® (e) the words: At “a shop or ’’ be omitted. 


gat he Hon'ble Babi Kishori et éilfadbox! mnvred that. in 3 
sub-clause 2 (e) the words beginning with the words *‘ or lodging house ’’ 
in lire 7 to the end be omitted. 


ale eau ody 
\ He said :-— . 
“In this amendment a mistake has crept in. I wrote after the seri 
lodging-houses and ngt beginning with the words lodging-louses, and the» 
amendment should now be so worded. My arguments in: SEROUS _ 
amendmentvare exactly the same as have been a previously. . 
should not’ the shop-keepers be allowed the same advantages as the eae 
keepers? There ought nof to be any difference bétween them. If protection 
is given to one it should not be denied to the other. I, therefore, propose that 
this amendment be accepted and the words beginning with “but does not 
include a stall let for the retail sale of goods in a market ‘as defined in. 
section 3 (24) of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899’ be omitted.” coe 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, may we not take amendment No. 18 as well? In that case 
I may reply to both at the same time.” 


The President said :—. 3 ; . 


er: 


ow 
A wad 


¢ 
* 


“Perhaps it would be forthe convenience of the Council if we took the - 
discussion of Nos. 17 and 18 together as they deab substantially with the 
same question and the Hon’ ble Member-in-charge of the Bill will phen, 
give the Government view with regard to these questions. I will eae 
two amendments from the chair after the Gingupsicn has taken place.” 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha said :— we, Pants MY 

o My, Lord, I beg leave to withdraw the amendment which ‘stands in ; 
my name.’ 


‘ ¢ +m * 


The tees motion (No, a was eee by leave of the Prosident rit 


18. The Hon! ble Mr. ies Chandra Singha to moves tn, or for ithe). 


words ‘‘ but does not include a stall ’’, in lines 7 and 8 (2: (¢), i ae 
following be substituted, viz+— hep a age : 
‘* also a stall or stalls”, © 9 ic 4 Monies sh os : 
fui ee Rs 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— li 
“My Lord, when we excluded the stalls it, ve not the i 












on the part of Go vernment to exclude eve eg ce 
for that. reason I had thought of mentioning he ae 
moved by Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan. Ohaudhert wi Teithe Sosa) 
at present exists. In fact I had put down for ad Fam ; 


Mr, Ashraf Ali had not serned uP, to moye a “similar ‘amendne ae ton t oh 
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sree oe Bick » Phe. Galeu tha Bont Bill. < tah 
t ; Kihori Mokan Casi haere'p Mr Me aaa li Khan. Chanidhur’; 
n; Rai Radha Charan Pal. 


ernment, sa i isn Sy Cove if your Excélleney gives 
sata ther on’ blé ‘Mr, Ashtaf Ali to move his amendment, pte 
hit Mis one Me. Ashen Al it would meet the poiat that ‘the 
» Babu Kishori Moban Chaudhuri has in mind. - Our object really in 
‘the stall 'ag defined sin» the Caleutta: Municipal Act was:to mest - 
ses tans say, in a good mango season In an amhata many mangoes 
‘ ket but if it be a bad mango season mangoes do not come to 
| extent. For that reason we thought that there would be / , 
culty in ‘a standard rent for this speroulat, kind of lag stall, 
it wa ihted ed that we should allow stalls to come within the defini- 
: ‘of the m arket, saat if there was a cloth shop it would be defined as a 
é ~ ‘Thereto ‘think if your Excellency grants permission to. the 

e Mr. shal Ali to moye-his amendment the anomaly would’ at least 
ogi i for that reason [am not prepared to accept the amendment 
0 of the n’b Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri.” Gites 


- is Excettoncy the President said :— 


“Phe Hon'ble Member. will see that, PERE are prepared to accept 
+ amendment No. 19. If their acceptance-of that amendment meets his poin 
perhaps he would withdraw, his amendment ond allow the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf 
Ali to- move ‘umondment No. 19.” » Pray eNotes 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— : | 
“My Lord, if amendment: No. 19 be accepted I think that vill meet my 
a also. I, ‘therefore, ask for leave to withdraw my amendment.” - 


“Phe motion was then by leave of the President withdrawn. t i 


19. “The. Hon’ble.,.Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri moved that 
ee is words “a stall let” in line 8 of clause 2 (e) the: following 
oh eet ‘at variable rents at different seasons or years.) risteHs 


anes as wad ares ‘ 7 f 
= ke “My: Lord, eee Shak ve fallen ae the Hon'ble "Membet-in-charge I 
i haat ash move my amendment.” r 
Ryan dh ised Sane 
1 Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 


oto “My ‘Lord, there ig one mistake in the amendment, as it has been ret. 
Teg to tat out Soe ones ‘ * the ome ects il wow ici for the. 


‘or years’. 
“The: motion was then put in the sollowinig form and srs to:— fete oe 
Bs oa fter t] : er a stall. let’ in ‘ine 8 of. clause 2) t the tallowing be 
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"ici the words ‘in a” the words “ Bazar or’ "be inserted: 

. , (figs jai sr cast it Tice? che! bebe Lbaaa. AS 


wt lib on neta eat : 


oe potas is 
ifferent - rach is 





a ta Nat ide EAE Vee as %y 






“496 THE CALCUTTA Gazerrn, 


The Caleutta Rent Bill. Rs aa 


Maharajadhivaja Bahadur of Burdwan; Rat Debender Ohunder Ghose 
“ | Buhadur ; Akhil: Chandra Datta. Sei} 


Harrison Road there is a row of vegetable. shops and fruit stalls which. sell 
different fruits at different seasons of the year. I think, therefore, that if it 
be the intention of the legislature to exclude such places, the words ‘ Bazar 
or” may be included.” Mote. 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— ccabllyten 
' “My Lord, I thought that my explaining that it was not the intention of 
Government to Pair every kind of stall in a market would have been a 
clear enough indication that the Government did not favour the idea of gtalls — 
other than those for the kind. of fruits and. vegetables regarding which - 
standard rent 'is not possible to fix, Now, iny friend comes along with the 
idea that along with those stalls we’ should also exclude bazars. Now, if 
we lo@k at the definition in the Calcutta Municipal Act of. the word. * bazar,” 
we find that it has been defined as a place of trade other than a market 
where there is a collection of shops or warehouses, and according to the 
hon’ble mover we would then be excluding the ‘whole of Burra Bazar 
itself regarding which we have heard so much, I do not think it is at all 
practical politics to think of including bazars,” a Regt 


The Hon’bie Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 


My Lord, certain observations of the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
induce me to refer to certain facts as regards the principal market in the 
town of Calcutta—the Hogg Market—which belongs to the Corporation. 
It is not only a market as defined in the Caleutta Municipal Act, but it is a 
bazar as well. There are Shops almost. on. all sides of it and also in its 
interior which deal in perishable or eatable goods and they would certainly be 


“bazar as well as market’ in place where they have been: used. T may also 
mention here that it is not a fact that the stall bolders who sell fruits—” 
perishable things—pay daily rents, bat rents ate fixed for a certain 
term, and instead of mangoes the stall-holders also. sell other fruits at) 
different seasons of the year. So the Corporation feels-no difficulty in the: 
matter of rents which are not variable. | think there is some force inthe con- - 
tention of my friend’the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur that the words 
‘or bazar’ should be put after the word ‘ market.’ Iam not very particular 
in this matter because 1 happen to represent. the Corporation, and if the 
Hon'ble Mr. Payne in the Seléct Committee has accepted the word as put in 
the Bill I do: not think I should rebel against him and suggest. something 
different, but I morely point out these facts which apparently were not known 
to the Hon'ble Member-in-charge of the Bill." @ yin has ri 
The, Hon'bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said :— ep diehiy fs 
“This, amendment is. yery important. ‘To all superficial “observers. 
it would seem that because the word: ' market’ is there, it would not mean 
Very much if the word “bazar' was added, but I think »there is more 
ee, ate this amendment than appears on the surface. It means a 
lot of things. The words ‘bazar’ and ‘market.’ are used in a particular 
meaning in the Municipal Act. ‘The definition of Spa this: It is a 
place of trade other than a market where there is-a collection ‘of shops or 
warehouses. Therefore, if the word ' bazar’ is added, the result will -be as 
the Pane prem sarti mah fhe Pa has renga ea ‘bloat Burra we 
will be taken out. go a little further say that if the Word * bazar? 
Reece die dit ee, 
from the operation of this Act. In fact @ scope of the Bill will be teduc 
ln than’ ashalf. So the amendment ‘is: not “80 innocuous as it a 
looks. ‘I, thérefore, strongly object to this amendment |, ing a id.” 
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The Caléeutta Rent Bell. 
viewer Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; Surendra Nath Ray; President, 
The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, T may at once explain the motive that underlies my amend- 
. “anent, The amendment to which we all agreed. I mean the one moved 
tre) Ashraf Ali, Says that ‘stalls let at variable rents. at different seasons 
the year for the retail sale of goods in a market as defined in section $ (24), ° 
of the Caleutta Municipal Act, 1899’, I lave moved that this amendment 
be accepted together with the addition of the word} bazar’ as defined in 
|. Section 2 of the Calcutta Municipal Act. So there need not be any appre. 
_ hension of Burra Bazar or-other bazars being exeliided from the'operation of 

- this Act. After all, three-fourths of Burra Bazar are not let at variable rents 

at different seasons of the year for the sale of different Sorts of articles. ‘Chere 

are various kinds of bazars, the cloth bazar, the goldsmiths’ bazar, and so 

‘on and there the stalls are permanent stalls. As a matter of fact, there are 
some small bazars, take for instance the one in Aheeritolla Street, where _ 

there is a range of vegetable shops that sell at certain Seasons cabbages and, 

At other seasons potatoes or mangoes. Similarly, in parts of Burra Bazar there 

are some stalls that sell vegetables and different sorts of fruits at different 
‘, Seasons of the year. When we have excluded these stalls ina market from . 
the operation of this Act, I do not understand why similar stalls in a bagar ° 
shoald not be given the same benefit. I think these stalls should receive the 
Same treatment. ‘I'his is my amendment, if it is suspicious, throw it away, but 
it is a bond fide motion brought ‘forward by me with a view to placing the 

stalls in a market and those in a bazar on the same footing.” 


The motion was then put and lost, 


|. 2L, The Hon’ble Babu Surendra*Nath Ray was to have moved that. for 
the words “goods in a market as defined in section 3 (24) of the Caleutta 
“Municipal Act, 1899,” in lines 9 and 10 of clause 2 (e), the following be sub- 
Ry atitived, viz. :— ; 7 a 
“meat, fish, fruit, vegetables, livestock or such perishable goods in @ 
bazar or market as.defined in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899,” 


by a 


He said :— ; j 
RS y Lord, as the Hon'ble Member-in-charge of the Bill has already 
“accepted amendment No. 19, which is practically my amendment, I do not 

wish to press the point. _I ask for permission to withdraw it.” 
‘Che motion was then by leave of the President withdrawn. 


CORO The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved 
. that for the brackets and figures ‘‘ (24),” in dine 9 of clause 2 (e), the follow- 
ing be substituted, viz., (7) and (24), respectively”, 
sey previsg:- My } 


‘The President said :— ’ 
“Caper “My think:that amendment Na. 22 is consequential on amendment No, 20, 
_ #0 it is no longer necessary to move it.” 
FZ ka Shaw atiotion was then deemed to have been withdrawn. 
Rs cerseah 4) Pat 4 PORES PIO TE Presi it _ 
* hy ‘The following’ motion was by leave of the President withdrawn eH 


| 98. Phe Hon'ble) Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at the 
: “end of ‘sub-clause (e) after the words and figures “ The Calcutta Municipal 
Act, 1899,” the words" or in the neighbourhood thereof” be inserted. 


ek 24, It motions Noe. 15, 20, 22 and 23 were not carried, the Hon'ble. Rai 


aha. 





Pal Bahadur was to have moved that the following words in 
nes 7 18,9 and 10 of clause 2 (e) be omitted, viz., “ but does not inelude a 
tall lot for tho retail. sale of goods in a market as defined in section 3 (24) of 
e Caleutta Municipal Act, 1899." : ta 
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The Caloutta Rent Bill. “ : 
The President ; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 0. 


The President sald:— = — snc siterel ta nerats adbsm ie? ait nol ent.“ 
“ Amendment No, 24 is now disposed of by. the decision. ofthe Council — 
upon amendment No. 17. Amendment No. 25,deals with a question which is * — 
also raised in other amendments. It, was first ‘raised by. amendment No., + ae 
jin the. agenda paper, and I told the Hon’ble Member in whose nate 
amendment stood that; the appropriate place in which to moye it would bem. 
‘respect. of the clause dealing with definitions. . ‘The-same question pepo ws =| 
which is: raised by amendment No. 25 is also raised by amendments 41 _ > 
and 164, If the word “ premises” or. rather if, the definition of the word. 
premises is to be qualified | in any of the ways , Suggested, the most: \ 
appropriate place for that qualification to be made is now on ‘this slenmmyene 
I propose, therefore, that the general discussion on the question © qualilying i 
the denfiition of the word “ premises ” should take place now. If the Hon'ble « 
- Members desire that their different proposals should be submitted to } 
_ Council separately, I will then put them. hefore the Council in the form of 
provisos on the lines of amendment: No. 25 a8, soon as the discussion on the: 
general question is disposed of if Mis eee 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur sajd:— 
* My Lord, I beg to withdraw this amendment ” (No. 25). 
The following motion was then by leave of the President withdrawn — 


 ° 25. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to moye that at. 
the end of clause 2 (e) the following he added, viz.— 


“ provided that the Act shall not apply, 16 residential premisés- whose 
! monthly gross rental value is Rs. 150 and upwards and to a 
shop or to an office whose gross monthly rental value is Rs, 50: 

and upwards ’’. 


The President said :— 


“Tt is now open to the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, if he de ince: a 
to do so, to move the substance of amendment No. 2 but drafted in the form 
of a proviso on the lines of amendment No. 26.” 


~ Clause 1. 


2, The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved that at the end of 
clause 2(e) the following be added, viZ.— ais ss Ee : 


“ provided that the Act shall not apply ine premises of which’ the 
* monthly rent is or was less than Rs. 200 on the lst ofApril, 
« 1916,” : . 
: » : ’ ad bit deahie BeBe : 
“He said? HOR Ph, See thes 
“My Lord, it is a fact and there is no use denying it’ that in’ many Ly 
instances there has been a very large increase of bt in Calcutta and this: 

_ has caused great hardship on the poorer and middle class people and that there: 
is justification for a measure which tends to givethem some security or al 
their .apprehensions for the futare till normal ditions. pe ya mit. 

the right of Government to control private . property, at the: expense of some: — 

and for the benefit of the many in case of necessity. a ae om TR aie 
Wien you are going to, control private property. it, is essential tha 
it should be done, only for the benefit of the really needy and tei me 

of real hardship. The English law control t 


ps 
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war measure and applied to premises of an annual value of £35 “in 1915 
‘ and it was only when the pound depreciated that the Act was made applicable 
‘in 1919 to’premises of an annual value of £70. Here in the present Act 
it is not proposed to place any limitation and the rich, the poor and middle 
class people are being treated all alike for which there is no precedent. 
When Government controlled rice it did not control the price of the finest 
-elass of table rice, the Dadkhani rice or Kamini rice, but only the Burma rice, 
When the uestion of control of cloth was discussed it was never proposed that 
the price of the Dacca muslin or the fine silks or shawls or the finest class of 
broad cloth or furs although some think them necessaries also should be 
_ controlled. The proposals of the Government of India for controlling cloth 
only contemplated the production of a kind of very coarse cloth needed for the 
very poor. If you are going to control house-rent equity demands that the 
_power should ‘be exercised only in cases where there is real hardship. 


People who want to live in buildings for which the city is known as 
the City of Palaces. with double tennis courts and grounds for harbarium 
and orchid house, in marble floors with spacious dining-room, drawing~ 
room and dressing-room with the latest kind of ‘sanitary arrangements in a 
fashionable quarter, with hot and cold water arrangements and accommo- 
dation for a large number of servants must pay for these at the current 
ri rate. ‘They cannot expect the Legislature to pass a law for their 

enefit., 


I therefore move that the provisions of this Bill should be applicable 
only im respect of premises having a rent of not more than Rs. 200 
per month on the Ist ao, 1916, for it is from this period that the standard 
rent will begin. I think small houses: or flats occupied by middle class 
Europeans: or by well-to-do Indian gentlemen could be had on the Ist April, 
1916. for Rs. 200. This will meet with the necessities of the present situa- 
tion. Why should rich people take advantage of legislation which ought to 
be intended for the poor. 


Tt has been said that you can get better accommodation in London for 

£70 per annum than you can in Calcutta at the same price. I have no 

personal knowledge of conditiong”of life in London, but surely in 1916 people © 

who paid Rs. 2,400 for rented accommondation in Calcutta got better accom- 
modation than for £35 in London in 1915. 


[The Council here ‘adjourned for lunch. } 


[The Council re-assembied after lunch.| 
The President said :— 


~“ Does the Hon'ble Member in whose name No. 41 stands desire to 
speak on it ?” 


6 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 

‘ “My Lord, I have an amendment, No. 41, but I would like to speak on 
the principle of the amendment of the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, 
reserving my right to reply on the amount of the annual value of the house 
which should be protected.” 

efi cs file Babs yt ete said “> ’ 
+ “T might read the form of the amendment which I suggest the Hon’ble 
~ Member ld move. If he accepts the proposal which | made before we 
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‘adjourned I would suggest that his amendment should read in this way: _ 


‘Provided that the Act shall apply only to premises of which the annual 
rateable value as it stood in the municipal assessment book on the first day of 
April, 1919, does not exceed Rs, 2;700 ”.”. oe basal 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 
“Tf your lordship will give me leave, I would substitute the figures 
Rs. 5,500 for Rs. 2,700, so that as it is of higher value, it might be brought 
within the scope of this Act, and so that the tenants who paid Rs. 500 4& 
month on the 1st of April, 1919, might be protected under this Act. i 
It is hardly necessary for me to point out that in England the minimum — 
annual value of houses which are protected by the restricting Act is £70, 
A house with an annual value of £70 is not exactly the same as a house of 
an annual value of Rs. 700 here. ‘The same kind of house here would fetch a 
higher rent. I have no personal knowledge, but others who have say that a 
house yielding a rental, of £70 in London would fetch three times that rent here. 
That would be something like the annual value for which my Hon’ble friend 
Mr. Roy has been contending, but he told me this morning that. the effect. of 
such an amendment would indicate racial feeling, as the European resident. 
generally would be excluded from the operation of the Act. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Phelps also says the same. 1! would therefore restrict rise in therrent. of 
houses of an annual value of Rs. 5,500 which means a monthly rent of Rs. 500 
less 1-10th per cent. for the cost of repairs and then I do not think it could be 
said that the movers have been actuated by racial feeling. But if there is ground 
for such a 8uspicion—the movers being all Indians, and no Europeans supporting 
them—lI think the suspicion would be removed if Government were to accept my 
amendment. The English Act is an Act for preventing the increase of rent of 
small houses. ‘The English Act does not give any reason why larger houses 
are exempted, but the Hon’ble Member-in-charge owes it to the Council to 
say as to why in Calcutta where there is a mixed population, and where the 
landlord element, both in European and Indian quarters, is hardly European, 
I think the Hon’ble Member owes a duty tothe Council to explain why a — 
wholesale condemnation of house-owners is contemplated by this Act. 
Government seeks to redress the. distress of poor people. But that is one | 
thing, and to condemn the whole class of landlords is another. I think the 
reasoning for the wholesale inclusion of ‘all Houses on the ground that pro-. 
fiteering has to be checked, is not exactly a sound one. You should have. 
not only the idea of checking. profiteering, but also the alleviation of distréss. 
As regards profiteering it has yet to be shown that houses fetching Rs: 500 
‘on the Ist April, 1919, bear an increased rent now on account of the pro-- 
fiteering spirit of the owners. I do not think the Hon’ble Member-in-charge 
has cited a single case of this: description in his introductory speech. It is . 
better to go on figures than upon feelings. One feels very much for the’ 
tenant who has got to go out, but have we got to protect all classes of tenants ? 
Has not the landlord of .a tenant. paying Rs. 2,000 a month when the lease 
expires at the end of 20 years the right to increase the rent if the old tenant is 
prepared tO pay him and remain? I do not see where the injustice and hard- 
ship comes in. I knowof a house in Chowringhee occupied by a firm of well- 
known traders for many years. After the passing of this Act, the landlord 
will be debarred from increasing the rent of that house. I know of another 
house near the Museum which has changed hands for 54 lakhs, and the 
urchaser will now be debarred from enhancing the rent which was only 
Re 800 before when the tenant left. It is very hard on that landlord when 
he paid so much for that house, " The injustice is not to the tenant, but to  ~ 
the landlord. It has been a puzzle to me that while in Great Baie the Act. 
applies only to small houses, why it should apply to all sorts of houses in — 
lcutta, If we are to copy legislation, why go to Rangoon,‘a city of wooden — - 
houses, and not to England. If your lordship allows me to change the 
’ figures in my amendment from Rs, 2,700 to Rs. 5,500 as the annual value, 
_ then there would be no complaint of hardship.” Bates are 
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The President Said :— 
Sas akg ty Member's amendment should now be considered im the 
: “That at the end of clause 2(e) the following be added, vis.— 


Lames Provided that the Act shall apply only to premises of which the annual 
‘rateable value as it stood in the Municipal Assessment Book on the first day 


* of April, 1919, does not exceed rupees five thousand and five hundred ”, 


The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps said :— 
eo My Lord, I. must heartily congratulate my friends on the left, and 


* particularly the Rai Bahadur, for his frank and whole-hearted, and I may 


say, honest support of landlordism. He is a landlord, and he is a loyal 
landlord. He does ‘his very best to further interests of landlordism 
perfectly unabashed. There is not a single note of sympathy in all his 
amendments, with either the poor or the tradesman. He says he does not 
understand trade, and I believe him. He ‘says he does not understand 
poverty, and I believe him. He says he does not understand, and has no 
local knowledge of things and rents in England, and conditions in England, 
and I believe him. 1 can assure the’ Hon'ble gentleman that any European 
who goes Home to England from Calcutta, and in the course of conversation 
happens to mention the rent he is paying for his house in Calcutta is usually 
put down as a ‘story-teller. They will hardly believe him. I have seen 
handkerchiefs thrown up in ‘the air as a test whether they should believe 
him or iot. “Comparisons are odious, and they are unreasonable. To compare 
houses in England in a temperate climate with houses in a tropical climate 
under tropical conditions of life is unreasonable and, if I may say so without 
offence, devoid of knowledge. In England one could live in comfort in rooms . 
12 to 14feet square without any verandahs, without many what we call neces- 
saries here, and luxuries there ; the two sets of conditions do not bear any rela- 
tion whatever to one another ; therefore the standard of rent’ treated with in the 
English Act—£35 raised to £70 a year—should not be mentioned by anybody - 
who kuows anything at all about it. I crave leave of Your Excellency to again 
correct my Hon’ble friend in his statement about the assessment in Calcutta - 
I took the liberty of explaining to my Hon'ble friend personally, but he would 
not take the correction., He says the Calcutta Corporation in assessing 
the value of houses allows ten per cent. for repairs ; IT explained to him that 


_ they also allowed ten per cent. for vacancy ; he said ‘ Nono,’ but I repeat it and 


I know what I am talking about. I have made this my special study for years. 
and I say it is ten per cent. for vacancies and another ten per cent. for repairs ; 
but whether in every case ten per cent. is the standard for repairs, I donot know, 
and in many cases, in recent years, the ten per cent. for vacancies might very 


_ well have been omitted. However, that is the law. My Hon'ble friend instanced 
- the ease of a well-known business house in Park Street. He says the landlord 
_ there after the passing of the Act would only be able to charge ten per cent. 


rae 


more than the rent which he was getting on the 1st of April, 1919, and he . 
considered that a very great hardship on the part of the landlord. Then he - 


went on to tell us of another hardship of a gentleman who paid 24 lakhs ° 
_ for a house standing on grounds covering 14 cottahs. That house used to 


| - fetch Rs: 800 a month, and ‘the gentleman takes it upon himself to go and 


: pay 5# lakhs of rupees for it. This property would in the ordinary course be 


~ 





y worth Rs. 2,40,000, but the gentleman goes and pays 5 lakhs for it, and 


“my Hon'ble friend says that if this gentleman is not able to double his rent, 


how will be make it pay? Well, my Lord, this is the kind of thing that has 
been going’on teerthe lost two years in Calcutta, and that is the reason why 


. 


" 
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an ordinary person cannot get a house for an ordinary rent, or.an ordinary 
price. I have no sympathy with a man who will go and deliberately give 
twice the yalue of the property in a boom. and hopes to get. his money back 
out of tho tenant. For these reasons, my Lord, I oppose the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said :— 


“My: Lord, I did nét originally intend to take part in the discussions to * 
this amendment, but I think it. my duty to plave before the Council some 
errors into which the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps has fallen. 1 think my. Hon'ble 
friend Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur is quite right. because in section - 
151 of the Calcutta Municipal “Act the percentage allowed is an allowance of 
ten per cent. for the cost of repairs and for all other repairs: necessary to 
maintain a building and not 20 per cent. thy : 


Then, my Lord, there is another thing about which I should like to refer 
to shortly. lam not in favour of any differentiation between this class of 
tenants and that class of tenants, but at the same time, | feel that if persons 
in high position—persons like the Chief Justice, Judges-of the High Court, 
Members of the Executive Council, members of the Civil Service and big mer- 
chants—find difficulty in getting accommodation in that part of the town 
where they were accustomed to reside, it is because unlike London where 
- shop-agsistants do not aspire to live in Mayfair. A» European here, however 
humble his position, wants to live much above his station, and what is the 
result ?. In that particular quarter of the town where 10 or 20 years ago a 
certain class of men used to reside, we find now shop-assistants on 2 to 3 
liundred a month crowding three to a room, and the result is that rents go 
higher. Soit will not do merely to restrict rent by passing an Act of this 
kind, but it will also be necessary for the society to adjust. itself. ’ otha 


The Hon’ble Mir. Phelps said :— | e 


‘Tam speaking not particularly about the Act, but I am quoting the 
procedure that is actually followed in the Corporation.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. said :— ; 


““My Lord, the amendment under consideration raises the fundamental 
question of principle as to whether there should be any differentiation at all 
or. whether all tenants, big or small, should be governed by the same. 
provisions of the law. This is a point, my Lord, upon which there is a con- 
siderable difference of opinion, and at one vime | was inclined to be in favour 
of the view that there should be some differentiation. But after giving my 
‘best consideration to the question and hearing all parties and arguments that 
can possibly be urged on either side, I ‘have come to the conclusion that there 
should be no-differentiation at all.. Now, my Lord, what is the. result of a 
differentiation as proposed in this amendment ?. The result will be preferen- — 
tial treatment meted out to the big landlords, What I mean is this: Big hd 
houses means necessarily big landlords.’ ‘There is profiteering both in smal 
and big landlords, and that is the assumption upon which we are prodeeding. — 
That being the position, the result of this differentiation will be this. While 
the small landlords will be penalised the big landlords will go scot-free. 
That is an aspect of the matter which cannot be accepted. In other, words. it 
will be giving undue preference to the big landlords. Then there is another 
aspect which ought to be takeni nto consideration and ‘it is this: A certam — 
limit is ‘proposed to be put. Now suppose that during the last year or the — 
year before last a rapacious. landlord. at ihn bgt to force - ah oh 


higher than the proposed limit, In that particular case what will b 
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result of this amendment? Tho result will be utting a premi 
: slousness of that particular landlord. Let ig er that pheeateoan ee 
Jandlords, one of whom has managed anyhow to force up the rent. higher and 
‘the other, who is a good landlord, has not.done it. If the principle of differen- 
Neh Pipcoonter. the result will*be that the man who did not force up the rent 
be bound by the provisions of this Act; whereas. the other landlord—the 
rapacious landlord who managed anyhow to force up the rent—will not be so 
bound. So the result will be putting a premium upon. the rapacity ‘of some 
landlords. I have given my best consideration to. this matter, and the only 
arguinent that suggests to me in favour of this amendment is this.. Well, we 
might leave the big people alone: they know how to take care of themselves, 
and it may be said—well, after all, in their case it is a luxury to enjoy big 
houses, whereas in the-ease of small tenants it is not a case of luxury but it 
is a matter of necessity. Jt has been suggested to me by my Hon'ble friend to 
the right with whom | discussed the matter in the morning that sume people 
may find it necessary to give up their customary mode of living, to give up 
the houses which they used to occupy and to take smaller houses, being 
unable or unwilling topay higher rent. If that happens, the remedy will be 
worse than the discase. The real housing problem of Calcutta will not be 
solved and ‘besides there will be no relief either to the landlord or to the 
tenant. Ifthe bigger houses are vacated and the smaller ones are occupied, 
neither will it be an_ encroachment upon the field of smaller tenants without 
any relief to the landlords. ‘Then, my Lord, there is the other general 
consideration that law is not a respector of persons. That is a principle 
which ought to be applied not only in favour of small tenants but also in 
favour of big tenants. As far as I know, there is no rent law under the 
Transfer of Property Act or the Contract Act or the Presidency Small Cause 
Court Act which makes any distinction between big tenants and small 
tenants. Let us just take the particular case which was stated by the 
Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in his introductory speech 
_ where he said that in one case the rent of one house was raised from Rs. 750 
to Rs. 2,750. Now, my Lord, the man in occupation of that house may be a 
rich man, but none the less it cannot be said that it was not a case of real 
hardship. 


‘— For all these-reasons I cannot support this amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Ghaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, I oppose, this amendment on the ground that underlies it or 
rather that seems to underlie it, that is, the differentiation between the 
Eurepeans and the Indians. My Hon'ble friend seems to think that because 

‘the Europeans are earning more they ought to pay more for the house-rent. 
Imay be wrong to think that this is his intention, but that is what struck 
me: Secondly, I oppose this amendment because my friend is inclined to think 
that a big house means a big tenapt. My friend forgets that for want of 
accommodation in Calcutta people club together and some four or five persons 
take a big house, each of them paying perhaps less than Rs. 200 a month. 
Theréfore if this amendment is carried, what will happen is thix: Persons 
who have the good sense of clubbing together in one house will. be punished, 

. having to pay more rent. We all know that if is very difficult to get houses 

_ in smaller flats.as one can get in England. Perhaps in England you will 

. get 4 or5-roomed flats, but here you cannot get this sort of accommodation 

_ for say Rs. 175 or Rs. 200 a month. For these reasons I oppose this 

" amendment.” , 


_ The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— \ 


Poros a | 4 


es ‘Lord, with reference to the observations of the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps, 


j 





I may state it for his information that he ‘is’ not quite correct 
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jn his statement that 20 per cent. is allowed on account of ‘repairs and 


vacancies. Asa matter of fact 10 per cent. is ordinarily allowed and where 
there are several tenants living separately. anotlier 10 per cent. is given, but 
in cases where there is more. than one tenant, another 10 ‘per ‘cent. 
is, allowed at the diseretion of the Deputy Chairman or the Vioe-Otintrmnate- 
but the ordinary law is 10 per cent. ‘ 1 $f 


‘ 


With regard to the argument of the Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali,. I think 


I am correct in stating that a house which is let out to-sevdral tenants and - 


which yields a total rent of Rs. 200 a month will be. protected even if. this 
amendment is accepted. My friend must not forget that ‘premises’ means 
not the whole premises but part of premises which is let out to tenants. - 


As regards Rs. 500,-I do not want to say anything further because after all 
the matter has been fully discussed, and it is quite immaterial, so far as I am 
concerned, whether it is Rs. 500 or Rs. 200. My own view is that it would have 
been better if legislation had been undertaken on the lines of the English 
Act, but.as there seems to be an impression that I have made the suggestion 
with the intention of excluding the Europeans—which is furthest from my 
mind—TI have simply stated what my views are. What I am rather 
surprised to hear is that the condition of things is so different here from 
those'which prevail in London, that a tenant paying £70, per annum in 
England cannot be assumed to be on the same basis a8 a tenant paying Rs. 200 
or Rs. 500 a month here.” 


* The Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said :— 


' ¢ 

“ My Lord, this is.one of a series of amendments which propose to limit 
the operation ‘of th Bill to houses bearing comparatively low rentals. T am 
free to admit that there is considerable force in the contentiop that legislation 
should protect only persons of more or less limited means. Those who live in 
high style are no doubt equally the victims of rack-renting ; but in their 
case there is an ample margin for economy. There is, however, another 
aspect of the case which seems to go against the amendment. 

The other day my Hon’ble friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur divided 
the landlords into two classes—first, those who drive in motor-cars, and 
second, those whose circumstances do not permit them to travel) except in 
tram cars, Asan illustration of the latter class he drew a very moving 
pricture of thé poor widow and the orphan having to depend upon a slender 
incomé from house-rent for their meagre subsistence. May I ask, in the 
interest of which of the two classes are these amendments proposed ? Are 
they calculated to help the indigent widow and orphan among the landlords? 
Certainly not. For they will be precluded by this measure from adding to 
their modest income from house-rent beyond a certain limit, while the 
motoring landlord; who ‘owns the larger" houses, will have no bounds to his 
rack-renting ambition. ; ‘ 


~ If we are to accept this amendment, | do not know, my Lord, how to 
avoid the comment that will certainly be made that this Council has yielded 
to the opposition of the high and mighty landlords, and has ignoréd the 
interests of the iess exalted house-owner. If we have to be obnoxious to 
the landlords, let us have the courageand fairness‘to be uniformly obnoxious 
to the entire glass—motorists and non-motorists alike. : Rea 


‘The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— = 


_»“My-Lord; I suspected when the amendment. was being mov that a 
certain amount of discussion would be brought forward regarding the style — 
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of living, but I am glad to find t j 
iilathah beat ites or lobe sroided, although Taree sey geen oe 
the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Roy, rather had his hits in — 
- veiled ‘manner, insinuating that those who could afford Peneiin noni sak 
other luxuries should not be protected. My Lord, we are not here to discuss 
those that: prefer the simple mode of living or those that prefer motor-cars 
or tennis Courts. What we are concerned with is the principle underlyin 
the Bill. In the very beginning when. the Hon'ble Maulvi Fasl-ui-Hag 
wanted to make a change in the preamble I said on behalf of Government 
that we could not deviate from that principle. I of course must confess that 
my brain has been more bewildered than my eyes used to be pained when I 
used to go to a cinema show—in the days when it was not so perfect as it is 
perhaps to-day—in the way in which Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur 
went from one subject to another. He went on with the question of meting 
out punishment to booming landlords and then he jumped on at once to the 
question of giving protection to the rich. I really could not follow whether 
he was advocating the protection of the poor or the rich. To my thinking he 
is not only advocating the protection of the rich but he is advocating in this 
Council that one section of the rich should chase out another section 
~of ‘the rich or those who can pay. I think it must be apparent to this 
Council Ahat what we are’ really concerned with is as to whether the 
principle of profiteering orrack-renting is right or wrong. We say it is wron 
and we want it rectified and to rectify the people who in their lust an 
eager desire make more money than they ought to make. This Bill is 
a corrective measure it is not a measure to encourage a particular section 
of the landlords. As the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chundra Datta in his very . 
forcible speech has pointed out, we shall. be depriving the poorer landlords 
by atording such a vrotection to those who can well protect themselves. 
My Lord, I think it is perfectly clear to this Council that protection is being’ 
asked not because those for whom protection is being asked are poor but 
because they are rich and they want to have the upper-hand on a class of 
people who can afford larger houses. { think it shows a very regrettable 
petty-mindedness apart from the question of principle. But it is on the 
question of principle that I oppose and strongly oppose these amendments.” 


" 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— 


' “My Lord, it is well known that in England the Act of 1915 and the 
subsequent amending Act of 1919 were war measures. It was only in 
Bombay that for the first time we find that no limitation was put to the value 
of holdings, but in England it was first applicable to holdings having a net 

‘’ municipal value of £35 and then it was raised to £70. The conditions, of 
Bombay are quite different from those of Calcutta, and I think for that reason 
no limitation was put in the Bombay Act. If Calcutta is a city of palaces 
Bombay is a city of hotels. Those who have been to Bombay will 

robably corroborate me in saying that there are very few, residential houses 
n Bombay. It «is a place full of hotels and it i#@nly in the Malabar Hills 
Hint there are a few respectable residential houses. .Moreover, when the Act 
was passed in Bombay no accommodation could be had either for love or 
‘money there. That was a place whence people left for Mesopotamia, France, 
a ea ‘and all other places and the war materials were collected there. 
Soldiers were also housed there and 80 it was necessary to put gome sort. of 
restriction on the rapacity of the landlords. Therefore there could be no , 
- differentiation between large and small holdings in Bombay. But in Caleutta 
where you have got not: only palaces but also respectable buildings for the 
middle | “European gentlemen and respectable Indian gentlemen and 
where you have got ‘separate quarters for Europeans and Indians, L think 


k 


- 


ao 


4 5 
iowa MAAN, (ape , { 


woud oat 
ie NAF ee 
oe hae 





am “THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 26/1920. (Pamr-IVA, 
The Caleutta Rent Bill. SOY We shay no 


™ Maulvi A: K. Faal-ul-Hag. is 
\ 

there ought ‘to’ be some sort of differentiation. My Hon'ble friend Rai 
Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur has said that the annual value of a holding 
in England which is worth £70 per annum would-be worth about Rs. 200 
per mensem here. I have put the figure at Rs. 200, but 1 am quite prepared to 
change it to Rs. 2,700 per annum. But I am not prepared to accept Rai 
Debender Churider Ghose Bahadur’s amendment that it ought to. be raised to 
Rs.500, for how many people I should like to know live in houses. or flats 
worth Rs. 500. Asa matter of fact I know from my personal experience | 
that even gentlemen who have got an income of Rs..4,000 do not even pay so 
high ‘a rent. I know one Judge of the Calcutta High Court, pays Rs. 400 a 
month “as. house rent. As regards the members of the Executive Coungil, I 
do not think any of them pays more than Rs. 500. a ‘ _ 


cit ee a 

Mr. Phelps has said that 20 per cent, is allowed for repairs and I may- 
state for his information that not 20 but LO per cent. is ordinarily allowed’ for 
repairs. If he goes through the bills of such respectable contractors ‘as 
Mackintosh Burn & Co. he willfind that 10 per cent. is not generally charged 
by them—they charge 15 to 20 per cent.—and those who livé in houses worth 
Rs. 500 must have their houses repaired by Mackintosh Burn or Martin & Co. 


When I put‘down the figures I didnot make any distinction between 
Europeans and Indians. In fact, I stated that middle. class English- 
men and well-to-do Indians who used ito pay Rs. 200.a month on the 1st 
April, 1916, should be protected bythe Act. The Hon’ble Member-in-ch 
had ‘stated that we ‘must base our law on: principle only, irrepective of t 
question of rich and poor. My contention is : protect them who are in need of 
protection, rich or poor. The President of the Chamber of Commerce .was 
the President 6f the House Rent Committee. He did not want protection ; 
that ‘was never his suggestion. The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh. Laha who’ 
was a member of the Committee never wanted protection. Even the Hon'ble 
Mr. Phelps in his note of dissent did not ask for protection. If these are facts, 
then why give protection to those who don’t want protection and who can 
afford to pay high rents. I can cite some facts in support of my contention. 
but as they are of a personal nature, I refrain from mentioning them. Indeed 
people who used to pay Rs, 500 before can now easily pay Rs. 800. This is 
all I have got to say.” : 


The motion was then put and lost. - 
Motion No. 41 as-amended was then put and lost. 


26.. The Hon’ble Manlyi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved that for clause 
2 (f) (® the following be substituted, viz:—- r 
‘‘ (i) the rent at which the premises were let on or before the first _ 
,  day,of April, 1916, with such addition to. this rent, not exeeed- 
ing twenty per cent., as the Controller may deem reasonable 
and proper.” rpise tole te Taishi, > ere re nar 


‘He said :-— ~ ‘, : noe 

« “My Lord, this amendment to my mind, raises a point of the most vital 
importance to the entire tenarit population of Calcutta. I go so far as to say 
that in case the Bill is not amended somewhat on the lines which I have | 
ventured to suggest, we had better have nothing to do-with a piece of ee: : 
lation which‘comes to us in’ the “guise of a ministering angel but is in 1 7 
a most unsidious foe. My Lord, it is proposed that for the purposes of 
standard rent we should look to the rent as it existed qh the 1st April, 1919. 
But what are the faets?- It is notorious that for some time past rack-renting 
had been going on at such an. exorbitant rate that about the Ist April, 1919, 
it had reached its climax, and I think it will not be very far from the truth — 
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it res position much worse than at present. 
worse cy pha April, 1919, whon, as I have said, 


| of 10 per cent. Therefore, I respectfully submit th 
9 monstrous that we tenants can never accept it. 1 bans 


know there are many landlords who have not increased 


ead of the hands of the Controller, we should leave: 
‘to what the increase should be in order to make it fair” 
the landlord and the tenant. I have tried to make my. 


here is, I submit, a-strong case to the rent of ~ 
9 se the basis for calculating the standard rent, and in 
ome sort of relief to the landlords who have not raised 
I ‘an increase of 20 per cent. I believe that this 
soma be Taryn to the landlords. and not work — 
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car Wketia 1919 and that: 
nd collated by the Rents | 
d have never seen dayli Fo sg ere T have 
one column of. shows the percentage of nro of 
fancy, my Lord, these figures will be an. 
“increase of 149: per cent. I will'read t 
per ent 133, 26, 100, 26, 40, 60, 122, 23, 85, BB, 33, 
ot my my Lord, they were collected by the 
goes on, 0 per cent. 150, 60, 70, 28, 40, 30, 30, 38, 95, 16, 
LO, 9, 214. These figures show. the increase in 1919 cover 
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this ig sufficient to show that the rise beginning in 1919 _ 
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uld only be willing to. vote a “support of this motion simply _ 
that I cannot get anything better and it is only because I must 
ee ry voeet offered to us. Although I suggest that this — 
, [am very much surprised that my friend, te lethe 

“abould: come forward to oppose this amendment 

‘stands drafted in the Bill, Government might instead 
sate Bill say at once in one pert 
By are to-day : Profiteering | is now almost. over.’ 
ng Since this Bill was in the air, There were 
‘and took the alarm and ee de they had done 
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Mr. Phelps said :— 


Ark» aia he 


case . 


give , some figures. 


TZ ’ 

- on office. .There are also. the Munici 
- But these evidences. have ne. She ties 
ha change ought not to be allowed.” 


23. per. cent., 480, 45—these are ad 

96, 38, 57, 100, 75, 25, 146, 52, 75, 89, 
are additi rises in 1920—60 per 
_ ., the inquiry as to what.the rise ‘was in 
Thebe. are they :—25, 25, 16, 10, 30, 40, 32, 8 


cipal assessment 


not been placed before us. 1 submit 


Lord, my hon’ble a oe “ doubts my figures. In order to. 
then my case I would give him a few additional figures showing th 

from 1919 up to January 1920. The additional rise in 1919 ait “boea 
ditional figures—100, 60, 120, 166, 113, 
163, 212, 54 and 165 per cent. These 
cent., 124, 36, 24, 80, ete. In regard to 


1918 over that of 1917, I re able to 
70,73, 


and soon. , Tho rise in 1918 over that of 1917 was comparatively modest. 
Tt was in ~918 that I first b n this _propaganda® against ‘extortionate 
rents, and I think my case is fully justified when I say that in 1917 there 


_Was.a slight rise, in 191 


it became decided, in 1919 it becamé scandalous’ 


and in 1920 it has became preposterous.” 


~The President: said :— 


“The Council will understand that Government are leaving the decision 

_ of the question’ to the* unfettered discretion of the Council, that is to say, 
~ the official members will have equal liberty with the non-official members to 
yote forthe amendment or against’ the amendment or abstain “from voting 


as they think right.” 


The motion was then put in the following form :— 


“That for the words and figures ‘April 1919’ in lino 2 of clause 2 ( F)(0) 
' . and wherever else it may be necessary to’ give effect to the 
_ purpose of the amendment, the words and figures * November, 


feciy, 1918’ be substituted.” — 
ey, i 5 The motion being put, a division was taken’ with the following result :-— 
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The Caleutta Rent Bill, 
Mr. M, Ashraf Ali Chaudhuri. cee aoe Sek 
The following members abstained from voting :— Gf an BR aes np 


~ ‘The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, x.c.8.1., K.C.LE., 1.0.M., M 
” rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. ape 
, ’ Mr. 8. W: e. : Rare! 
ie : _ Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin-ul-Islam. 
x » Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 
ba » Mr. L. 8.8. O'Malley, axe. ; 





The following members were absent :— 


The Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt.» He ot 
ae » ' Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1x. ; 
aoe fh Mr. Altaf Ali. ee Me 
% ‘ Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. ne 
8 i Mr. Aminur Rahman. 2 $8 
»». . My, Hindley. ’ ; : 
i * Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy, Pa. ai 
ey ‘: Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, 
ta K.C.Y,0. Pe 
» ° », Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, K., c.1.. 
3 » “Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.1.8. 
8 » Mr. G.A. Bayley. , 
soy). Mr. W. L. Travers. 
ms “ Mr. Cathcart. 
" yy Mr. Pickford. 
3 es Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 
me be Mr. R. M. Watson-Smyth. 
3 em Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


The Ayes being 19 and the Noes 11, the motion was carried. 


29. The»Hon'ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri moved that 
at the end of clause 2 (f) (i), the following be added, viz.— 


““and provided there is no lease or agreement to a lease ’’. 
He said ;— ~ . 


“My Lord, as soon’ as the Bill passes into law the ‘rents will increase 

10 per cent. automatically. But you are not restricting the ‘landlord’s 
right to increase the rent. My amendment is to the effect that there should 
be no rise of 10 per cent. if there is any lease or agreement to the effect that ' 
there should be no rise within the next few years or: any period of time. 
Ido not mean of course that if the agreement says that the rents should be _ 
increased 50 per cent. next year, the Jandlord will have the right to enforce 
it.: But what I mean is this : if there is an agreement or lease between the 
landlord and the tenant, written oy verbal, to the effect that. there should _ - 
- be no rise in the rent during the period of the lease, then the landlord will 

not have the right to the 10 per cent. increase. If there is*uch a lease in 
existence, then the tenant’s right should be protected. Otherwise, as soon 
as the Bill becomes law. even the landlords, who have agreed to such leases, 
a8 Ihave mentioned, would also increase their rent by 10 per cent. This 
- will lead to litigation. If my amendment. is ‘accepted it will protect the — 

tenant's right and will also save litigation. My amendment is not to protect 
the landlords who have by force or otherwise got the tenants ‘to execute 
a lease for, say, a 50 per cent. increase. That he cannot do under the provi- — 






ase. My Lord, this is an ¢ 
Act. You want to protect the tenants. You do not ‘wane itd nants 
tothe civil courts. Therefore on behalf of the tenants I submit that 
ng ce baer tent peer ieee it, 
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Mr. O'Malley; Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan “Chaudhuri ; Mr. Arun Chandra 

ena Singha ; the President. 

‘would be far better if we have this addition in the clause, It will’ save 

3 the tenant’s rights and it -will save him from going tothe civil courts to 

Se fight his landlord. “My amendment does not*affect the standard rent at all. 
_ It will only restrict the increase of 10 per cent. if there isa lease. That is 
my idea and with this view I commend the motion to the Council.” 


ns The Hon’ble Mr. 0’Malley said :— 


_ My Lord, I think that the object of the Hon'ble mover is rather to go 
behind the decision, at which the ouncil has. already arrived, that there 
“should be allowed an addition of 10 per cent. on the rent paid? on the Ist 
November. 1918.; and on that ground alone I must oppose this amendment 
on behalf of Government. Also, I am advised that the effect. of adding this 
pigviso may very possibly be to produce a situation which’ would be against 
the interests of the tenant himself. The interpretation of this proviso may 
be that thete should be no addition of 10 per cent. allowed in those cases 
where there was a leage or agreement to lease, and further that in cases 
where tenants have given or been forced by unscrupulous landlords to give 
a lease or an agreement toalease ona high rental, such as, say, 50 per cent. 
above the standard.rent, the tenants would not get the protection of this 
clause. On this ground, too, I must oppose the améndment.” 


The Hon'ble Mr, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :— 


’ 


“My Lord, as I have already said, my amendment is only to protect the 
tenant. It éannot mean that if there has been an agreement. for a 40 per 
cent. rise, the landlord will have the right to enforce that. ’ Clause 4 with 
its proviso provides for that. I will give you a concrete instance. Suppose 
theré is, a tenant who is paying Rs. 100 a month as rent. There is 
an agreément between him and his landlord that there would be no 
increase in the rent for the next 5 or 6 years. That agreement has not been’ 
registered—in Calcutta these agreements are, as a general rule, not registered. 
‘Now, as soon as this Bill is passed into law, the landlord will claim a 10 per 
cent. increase in spite of the agreement. The Controller can do nothing but 
refer the tenant to the Civil Court., The tenant has no remedy whatever. 
It is to guard against this that I have suggested this pfoviso. The standard 
‘rent will not be affected by it.. We have sufficient safeguards under clause 4. 
. IT would therefore press the amendment.” 


a Lhe motion was then put and Jost. os 
x 80. The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha was to have moved that the 
following bé added at the end of clause 2(f) (1), viz :— 


“ Such addition not being allowed where the rent has been increased 
‘within the preceding two years”. 
| “He said :-— . , : 
~My Lord, as amendment No. 28’has been accepted, I bey leave to with 


draw this amendment.” . 
The motion was then, by leave af the President, withdrawn. 
“Maio j ; : 


Pe ae a 
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bye 5 


$1;,. Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to have moved that for th 
“1919” in line 2 of clause 2 (f) (i) the figures ‘‘ 1916 ’’ be substi- 
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The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq said :-— ‘ Tigo 
“In any case, I beg leave to withdraw the amendment.” ; be 
The motion was then deemed to have been withdrawn, ; 


32. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur oe that at: ‘ibe 
end of stpaee 2 (f) (ii), the following be added, viz:— 


“and in the case of any premises which fell or shall fall vacant, the 
rent at which the pees may be first let after the commence- 
ment of this Act ’ 


He said :— — 


“ My Lord, as far as I understand, the object of this Bill is’ not to sileee 
the existing tenant in any way to be disturbed or rack-renteds The Bill also 
makes provision that the standard rent of a housé which has not been let 
before 1st April or lst November. 1918, should be the rent at which the house 
was first let. I take it, my Lord, that if a house is vacated and. remains 
unoccupied then the new tenant will come and occupy the house, and I believe 
it is just and proper that this house should be treated in the same way’ as 
the house which was first let because it will not disturb the existing tenant 
in any way and it will also help a large number of new-comers in this way. 
There may be four or five applicants for the house and perhaps someone who 
is in the greater néed of the house may make his own arrangement with the , 
house-owner as he would do in the case of a house which is. tirst let. If my 
amendment is accepted no hardship will be involyed to the existing tenant, 
and weir e d I move this for the consideration of the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of blest said :— \ 


“My Lord, this is one of those amendments of the Rai Bahadur which 
it seems very hard to ascribe a motive to, but underlying it I feel is that con- 
sistent, desire on his part to cut away at the very root of the Bill. He wants 
us to believe that because a house’ falls vacant after the commencement of 
this Act we should not interfere. He wants that a case of that kind should’ . 
not come under the purview of standard rent. 1 think, my Lord, on the coe , 
of this amendment it must be quite apparent to the Council that the 
thing to do is to summarily throw it out. On se seo of Government I ad 
unable to accept it.” ANE HINER 8h 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Badadur'said:— 


“My Lord, it is hardly worth while to. reply considering the frame of 
mind of the Hon'ble Member. All that I want, to say is this: it is not my 
intention to do away with the standard rent altogether. What. I want to. 
press is that a ean thouse may be placed on the same. ‘footing as a ibouse 
which is first let.” F ih 


‘The motion was then put and lost, ; 


pe oe 


~ 83. Motion No. 9 not being carried, tiie Hon’ ble Mr.’ Provash ‘Obsndre. ; 
Mitter was to have moved that the iellowiag be inserted as clause 2 YO xs 


viz: oan 
$i ’ shat 
“ (iii) a fair rent settled b the’ Contin: aieane 4 leesos ae é 
. i) fair ren ontgeaged! subletting or where the lessee has su 
the premises for a period of 7 siesta eee Bhd ie 
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; discussed the principle embodied i in this amendment in connec: 
vious amendment of mine, and in view of that discussion I do ~ 
press this.” 


motion was Cink; by eave of the President; withdrawn, ‘ 


‘The Hon’ ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray was to have moved that 
se 2 (f) (2) the: following be. inserted, viz.— 


sigs Ingo A Se) (iii) In the case of any premises which have been let to a new tenant 

mera after the first day of April, 1919, and before: the pei of 
Speiespsentit) the Act, the rent at which the said premises were first let to 
Cte that new tenant, and if such premises have been let more than 
ut, -.,. once to new tenants between the aforesaid dates the rent at 

we Si which the said premises have been last let ’’ 

{Ht ne ea of 
| He-said — 

Hen “This amendment is prsvtitally the same as that which has now been 
. “move by my. thon’ble friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, and as 

_— appears that: it will meet with tho saimo fate, I beg leave to withdraw it.” 


: ~The motion was then, by ieave of the President, withdrawn. 
‘ os j 

~The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved 

 danee the end of clause 2 (f) (iv) the following be added, viz.— 


aw _ Provided that the standard rent under this Act shall not be» 
ahaa fi} considered to be the basis of any valuation in any Land Acqui- 
Sire ie g dition ‘proceeding *’ 


mae a 
ras 
wy 


rae ren said :— 

“ Amondment No, 35 cannot be moved in respect of clause 2 eee deals 
- extel with definitions, and by amendment No. 35 the Hon’ble Member 
. es to introduce an entirely different matter in the clause. It should be 
-im the form of a new clause ata later stage of the Bill, and if the 
e Member will look to amendment No. 165 he will find that that i is: the, ; 
‘Place i in, isto to move the, proposed amendment.” ; 
Hon'ble. Rai. Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that. the 
‘added at the end of clause 2 (f) (iv), viz:— » 


} t at no time shall the rent fall short of seven 
9 sg = pris he ‘on the estimated fair value of the premises 
we _ ‘hie 

















the case of dispute between the landlord and the tenant _ 
be determined by the Controller ”’. Bier 


~ 6 A 
‘hich aloe) 2 ity the same line of a 
friend ei resin i ’ble Mr. P. ©. Mitter. There is 
ea date of fixing the ie Nee rent, about the standard 
sive to the. rg a — ‘about the standard rent being ana 
hese arguments have. been brought S 
Dh proposition is laid before ‘the 
hahewe pe ficulties and to harmonise il 


ble income. is always 
bel Foe pa ene on 





~ 520 





The Calouta Rent Bil. 


s Ey) ak Ai 
‘Me. O Malley. RNC ss thy AN Sopa peti 


hands that if a 7 per cent. return is allowed on the fair value of: the 
perty, it will not be excessive either from the: tenant’s ‘point of view or 
from the landlord’s point of view. It is also well known that in, other busi- ~ 
nesses people have been making’ profits from 15 to 30 per cent. and in'some - 


hbk 


cases even 300 per cent. Therefore | think this is a very modest ul. 
do not know what the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps thinks of it, but | hope it will — 
meet with the_acceptance of this House. My Lord, Government securities 
which were formerly 3} per cent. now yield a return of 6 per cent., and ether 
securities also yield an incomé above 6 per cent., not to speak of shares and. 
other things. Therefore I think the proposal that I am making may be 
deemed perfectly fair and reasonable.” Pare t 


The Hon'ble Mr. 0’Malley said :— + RE a | 


j seth 
“My Lord, the amendment applies to cases where the Controller has 
power to fix standard rent and it provides for a minimum of 7 per cent. of 
the estimated fair value of the premises in all those cases. The amendment. . 
is open to criticism on the ground that the unit of the Bill is not acomplete 
holding or building, but. prentises, and premises include single rooms.in a 
house. I suggest that the valuation of single rooms in a house Or a 
hat would be a matter of practical difficulty:, It would also not be, Brepeny 
applicable to rooms in a hotel, boarding-house or lodging-house. Here the: 
cost of food, furniture and servants-has to be taken into account: The 
amendment, however, makes the value of the premises the sole criterion, — 


‘The amendment is open to still greater objection on more general’ and 


important grounds. It introduces a principle which is not contemplated by 


‘the Bill, which takes the actual rent as the basis on which ordinarily to fix 


the standard rent. It would lead to:complications as\it- involves calculations 
as to what is a fair value, which would add very largely to the. burden thrown 
on the Controller. What would be the basis of calculating fair value ? 
Would it be the selling price of the property in the neighbourhood: pos 
however to the land boom, inflated prices—often wildly speculative prices— | 
have been paid, which would not be a reliable guide or a reasonable basis of 
valuation. Or is property to’he valued not according to its present use or 
rental, but according to what’ it would fetch if used in a different way, for 
instance, as shops, —in other words, according to its potential value? Or agai 


is the reinstatement principle to be followed, i.e., is the value of the property 


to be taken as the cost of purchasing an equally convenient site and ‘ 6qually 


convenient premises? Here again, owing to the present shortage and high 


Z 


price of building materials as well as the abnormal conditions due to’ profi- 
teering, the valuation would often be excessive. Seven per cent. is taken’ as 
a minimum in all cases, and if this was based on inflated prices, the enhance-. 
ment would often be beyond the means of’ the tenants. This legislation has _ 
had to be undertaken because rents were being forced up to a pitch’ beyond 
the capacity of tenants, and this amendment is likely to reproduce the state 


‘of affairs the Bill seeks to remedy, . 


A further @bjectiog to the amendment is that except in certai cases 
covered by the first proviso to section 15 (2) it is not intended that the Con-. 
troller should have his time taken up with intricate ‘valuation. work. His 
work and responsibility will be heavy enough as it is. To take alone the — 
fixing of fair rents under the first proviso to’ section: 15 (2) im cases where — 
salami has been paid and an application has been made to the Controller’ 
because the landlord thinks the existing rent is low. it mea ement — 
of rents by the Controller for a’ large zat i of 't 
able task for any man. ba i 





s the 
This ie a! fornsi th he shoot i 
sisa form was the intention when this 
was framed that the Controller should have power to 'vary the rent o: 
special cases, where there were ‘special reasons for departing ‘ 
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n’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


, . i 
-~-* Ag faras I have been able to follow the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley, his 
' objection is that there will be difficulty in valuing these premises as. there 
will also be single rooms in premises. ‘lo that my reply is this ; if the 
whole premises can be valued there will not be much difficulty in working © 
out the proportionate valuation of the different parts of the house. Then as 
- regards the rooms in a hotel or a lodging-house, the matter was discussed 
in Select. Committee where, it will be remembered, it was stated that the cost 
~ of food» and lodging would be taken into consideration, and I think the 
valuation ofa hotel can be made without any difficulty. Add 7 per cent. 
or! »whatever percentage ‘the- Controller may fix asa reasonable return and 
~ then the whole cost will be proportionately divided between all the tenants 
there. Then it is stated that it will involve a lot of calculation: but, my 
~ Lord; thousands of houses are disposed of in two or three months’ time by the 
~ Corporation and I do not think there will be any difficulty in assessing the fair 
value. It is further stated what will be the value—the present selling value 
- ofaproperty in the neighbourhood. Well, I have purposely inserted the words 
_ ** fair value’. 1 do not say the land boom or anything of the kind, but what 
_ is generally adopted by the officers of the Corporation, especially by the Vice- 
_ Chairman or the Deputy Chairman in deciding assessment casés. Then it 
_ig,stated that it will throw heavy work on the Controller. It may be true 
' _ that toa certain extent it will throw some work upon him, but it is likely 
that he will haye some assistants as well. The much vexed question of rent 
_. WS now agitating both landlord and tenant, and I think the Con- 
- troller ought. to do the work very satisfactorily. This is a perfectly fair 
and I fail to understand why this should be opposed. My Hon'ble 
i iend Mr. P.. C. Mitter and myself have said not only here but also in the 
_ Select Committee—let a fair and reasonable adjustment be made between 
_dJandlords and tenants. But unfortunately this Bill is rushed .with such 
a precipitate haste that no opportunity has been given for the consideration 
< i our proposal.. I earnestly hope that our proposal would be taken into 
_ consideration, because it will satisfactorily settle all differences, I do not 
ape thiok any tenant will object to paying a reasonable percentage. I heard a 
- certain speaker at the Town Hall meeting say that the tenants would not 
even grudge to pay.9 per cent. on the fair value of the property. He, was 
| @ Spokesman of the tenants, and [ think I can fairly assume that if such a 
_ proposition is accepted, it will please all parties. It may be that certain 
. consequential amendments would be necessary to clause 15 in order to enable 
the Controller to decide such cases. If the Hon’ble Member in_ charge of 
_-» the Bill consider’ it a fair proposition and be pleased to accept it, I think the 
f SS eghse wniaaey suis can be made without any difficulty before the 

* ye Aetiepaseed.” 

“ ‘The motion was then put and lost. 


yy Lal eee eee 


Mont said : : 
sink amend ment No, 37 is consequential upon amendment No.' 9 
thi seyagipsiaieery should be with drawn.” rae 3 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri; Mr. O'ialley ; Rai Radha Charan Pal 






Bahadur. pay 
- The following amendment was then desiksal to have been withdrawn :- 


ah pores alee 

. ; ; . 2 th Se ERR ERR ty aa iy 

37. If motion.No. 9 be carried, the Hon’ble Mr. Be. Miter. to..m oD 
that at the end of clause 2 (g) the following be added, viz-— 


‘‘ Provided nevertheless the expression shall not include a person who. ‘ 
has taken a lease of any poe for purposes of su ie ye 
where such person has sublet for a period of Pyeaeaie as 





i ree 
88. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after 
clause 2 (g) the following be added, viz :— GS AiR 
“ (i) ‘sum ’ means primarily money but also includes a consideration - 
representing money value.”’ dae at 


. s 
Hesaid:— a iad 
“My Lord, the object of the amendment which I propose to move ig to = 

harmonise the provisions of sections 9 and 19. In section 19(2) it is laid 
down that @ person shall be deemed to receive a sum in excess of the- 
standard rent, if he receives any consideration representing a money value 
in excess of such standard rent. -In section 9 practically the same thing 
been said but there is no-such provision, and one may avoid the 
conseqnhence of taking something in kind instead of money. 1 think if ‘the | 
definition be added that will obviate the difficulty, and in that view and only — 
for the sake of harmony I propose that the definition be added.” ..._. wee 


The Hon'ble Mr. 0’Malley said :— ho wit We Re 
“My Lord, we are advised by the Legislative Department that this 
amendment is unnecessary. The Hon’ble Member has referred to clause - 

19(2), and if we are to insert this definition it would merely be a repetition. 
The statement as to consideration representing a money yalue comes in its 
roper place in clause 19. Though I fully sympathise with the Hon'ble 
Heniber in’ his desire to imptoye the drafting of the Bill. I am afraid that 
in this case it will not be at all a real improvement. For this reason I am 
unable to accept the amendment on behalf of Government.” bs AAR ty 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— neh die irr ve Senos 
___. “My Lord, I have two amendments standing in my name—Nos. 88 and ~ 
144. Tn the latter amendment I have suggested that sub-clause: (2) to 
clause 19 might be omitted, as instead of saying anything there if there were 
a definition in clause 2, there would be no anomaly, and in the absence of — 
any such definition there, one may avoid clause 9 taking money in any ~ 
other shape. It might be siititinbonts if in one case there is no safeguard and — 
in another there is only by way of an explanation.” Pe iisiarcic ewe 2 






The motidn was then put and lost. -! ‘ 


39. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved. that at 


end of clause 2 (g) the words ‘‘ with the written consent of the. 


“My Lord, I want to move for the addition of these words for thi 





Ww 
reason : an existing tenant may take some money and fe away 


or 
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andlord will be prevented for three years from letting out. 
new tenant, A tenant will baiptla tad Hii, a 
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the bargain but the landlord will not be able to do an oe Therefore 
2 : . . y g. 
I want this amendment. lt is a custom whiel is y Vv 
hiro ; 1” | thd, generally pre alent 


‘ 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


ry My Lord, I am sorry I cannot accept this. because there are a large 

; number of tenants at will. There cannot be in every case the written 

~consen't of the landlord. and there is no reason why these tenants should not 
be protected.” ; : 


The motion was then put and lost, 


¢ 


40. Motion No. 39 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur moved that at the end of clause 2 (u) the following be gadded 
yiz:— . 
* ‘ 
“but it does not include a tresspasser or a person who in collusion 
_ with an out-going tenant or otherwise dccupies any premises 
__ without the landlord’s written consent.”’ 


He said :-— 


“Tt is practically the same amendment. I fail to understand why some 
such provision should not be accepted. The landlord will not be able to let 
t his premises, but the tenant if he so wishes can go away ‘Within 3 years 
Petting ina stranger. ‘The landlord has no guarantee as to whether he is 
not an undesirble or “troublesome tenant. ‘Therefore 1 think the landlord 
should have the privilege of choosing his own tenant. Whe standard rent will 
be the same, and there will be no harm.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan :— ‘ 


 “MyLord, I am sorry,I cannot accept this, because I think the Rai 
Bahadurhas got in his mind the ordinary kérfadar. As regards them, the 
position is very clear. Unless the landlord has accepted any rent from him, 
a kdrfadar cannot possibly become a tenant. Very often the landlord knows 
whether the tenant he has accepted is a korfadar or a* Sha Bharadaror not. 
I do not think that the additional words are necessary here. It is the same 
old question. ‘There cannot be written consent in every case, therefore 


I oppose the amendment ” j 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. G, Mitter said :— 


“My Lord, I only desire to draw the attention of the Governmeut’ to the 
definition of the word ‘tenant’. Tenant means ‘any person by whom or on 
whose account rent is payable for any premises’, and from that point of view 

- it may be thought that so long as anyone pays rent on behalf of the original 
tenant, that person will be considered the,tenant. I hope Government will 
sonatitte thar int. .1 do not know how to advise on the point because there 
are so many difficulties about it.” 


~The motion was then put and lost. “a D 


rates 42) The Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha moved that for the words “ or 
_| a retired officer of the Government having similar qualifications *’ in lines 
4,5 and 6 of clause 3 (2) (a), the following be substituted, viz:— . 

a “having experience of rerit values and land acquisition cases in 
Bote air tta.’’. ‘ 
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He said :— : j Z ; tanitiagiid 


._ “My Lord, it is too much to expect from an’ officer whe has retired from 
Government service on account of age, such onerous and active work as the 
Rent Controller will have to perform. It will not therefore be desirable to 
appoint such pensionérs, although somé of them may have #ome' experience of 
rent values and land acquisition cases in Calcutta. It cannot be disputed 
that most of the Judicial and Executive officers have little or no experience 
of rent walues and land acquisition cases in Calcutta, as most of them are 
employed in mufassal stations, and it is absolutely necéssary that they should 


(Par vA 


have such experience inorder to” discharge the duties of the Controller 
properly, and command the confidence of the public. I therefore move this. 


amendment.” . 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— CS 


“My Lord, in the Select Committees when we defined ‘ Controller’ we 


also went into this quastion very thoroughly as to whether or not we should 
put/in a retired officer of Government, and I believe it was the unanimous 
decision of the Committee that it should be put in. As regards putting in the 
qualifications of such an officer, as suggested by the Hon’ble Raja, applying to 
Members of the Judicial or Executive, Imperial or Provincial service, | think 
he must realise that Government is not likely to appoint a Controller who has 
not. got experience of Jand values and land acquisition cases in Calcutta. 
But he must leave it to the common sense of the Government to appoint a man 
with a certain amount of such experience. Therefore these words are 

necessary, and I oppose the proposal to delete the words ‘ora retired officer 
of the Government having similar qualifications’, For these reasons I oppose 
the amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said :— 


.. “My Lord, after what has been said by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur, I can only say that if a proper person such as Mr. Peterson or 
Mr.’ Woodhead is’ appointed, I éhall have no objection, but there are retired 
officers who have some experience of land acquisition work and rent values in 
Calcutta, who may be very popular with Government but not very popular 
with the public, and we do not want such officers to be appointed.’ That. is 
the reason why I wish to oniit the words. If Government appoint any able 
officer who can perform the duties satisfactorily, I shall have no objection.” 


, 


The motion was then ‘put and lost. 


43. The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur’ siovet ehae 
for the ‘words ‘‘ a barrister ’’ in line 1 of clause 3 (2) (b), the word “an ” 
be substituted. ‘ ‘. Seite ; Be eile A 


He said :-— f 


“My Lord, my amendment catinot be said to be one of practiel import- 
ance, but it refers to the drafting of clause 3(4) and frém tho artistic pont 
of view, something can be said on this point. The Council is aware that the 
High Court knows only of three classes of law practitionors—the advocate, the 
vakil and the attorney, often called the solicitor. {The advocate in the 


+ 


2 


ry 


Caleutia High Court is always & barrister ; vakils are entitled to et them- 


selves enrolled as:advocates, but from the year 1862 when the High was > 


enrolled unless under certain conditions which the murt..cou 
allow. ‘Therefore the expressions “barister ’ and ‘advocate’ cove jthe same 


~_ “ ei: , ‘ 


4 


first established up to the present time, yakila have decli to get ihr ° es 
High Cceeheee on 


oe as wR 
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Sort of person, because an adivouste ¢t the Calcutta High Court is al 

Ps cononipl og ty wt sd he may’ be a susie of the Fasillty, “of 
avocates in Scotland. Therefore I think th * ee tars 
well be omitted.” the, words “a “barcister might 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


fa SS iengatey that the Hon'ble see Bahadur does not want: to debar a 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said:— 


* Of course not.” ‘ 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“We have been advised that although'the word * advocate ’ includes @ 
side oes it is safer to put the word ‘ barrister’ as well. Therefore I oppose 
e motion.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 


fi A barrister as such is not entitled to practise in the High Court unless 
he, gets himself enrolled as an advocate. Therefore a barrister is a person, 
who may not have any practice at all. ‘he result will be that if you allow 
thié word ‘ barrister ’ to remain, you might appoint a person who-has failed 
to get his admittance to the High Court as an advocate and therefore had no 
My. ttt a of acquiring experience in land acquisition cases or any cases. 
I think this would be an undesirable state of things.” q 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C, Mitter said :— 


“T desire to saya word or two. This is only an enabling clause which 
gives a wide range of selection tothe Government in the matter of the appoint= 
ment of a Controller. I quite agree with the Hon'ble Rai Debender. Chunder 
Ghose Ba T that as a matter of practice, all barristers ate) advocates. At 
any rate allybarristers practising in the High Court are advocates, I believe 
this clause has been taken from the Calcutta ‘mprovenient Act. Asa matter 

‘of fact, in ordinary practice, we appoint barristers direct from England, and 
‘they are entitled to become High Court Judges. Supposing there is a retired 
barrister-judge of the High Court whom we want to appoint as a Controller. 
Why should this amendment stand in the way of such an appointment, and 
after all, is ir necessary to delete the word ‘barrister’? If anything it errs 
on the side of safety.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


44. ‘[hé Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur moved that 
‘after the word “‘ attorney ’’ in line 1 of clause 3 (2) (b), the words ‘‘'of the 
High Court of Calcutta ” be inserted. - 


He said :— 
"My Lord, this amendment may not also be'an amendment of practical 
‘ importance, but I move it for this reason: An attorney practising in the 
‘Allahabad or Punjab High Court is also entitled to be appointed as Controller 
epdet the provisions of this clause, but, not. being a practitioner of the 
cutta, High Court he could not have Gained experience of rent values or 


land values in Calcutta.” 
on’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


1 4 My "Tord? T am’ willing to accept this amendment ”, 
_. 'The motion was then put and agteéd to. 
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45.. The Hon'ble « Babu Kishori» Mohan ‘Chaudhuri moved, that— for: 
the words ‘‘ who has practised as such and has experience of rent. va 
and land acquisition cases in Calcutta ”’, in lines 2 to 5 of clause 3 (2) (b),. 
the words ‘‘ and practice ’’ be substituted. ns aT ieae = 


+ 
He said .., ! Pa ce nbc ngat ese 


-“* My Lord, as in the case of clause 2(a) I want to leave the discussion: 
entirely to the Government. Of course we may insist on practice, but. only 
that will do, and we need not have the other words.” Sheet ito 


iy 
ru 


Le Gat aay 
: 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“ Having accepted the amendment previous to this, and as the: question 
of land values will relate mainly to Calcutta, I cannot very well accept this. 
amendment ; I therefore oppose it.” ni hn 


The motion was then put and lost. 


46. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved ‘that. after 
the words ‘‘ the standard rent ’’ in line 4 of clause 4 (1) the words ‘‘ and 
the tenant does not agree thereto by any written agreement ’” be inserted. 

Hesaid —~ ” i 

. “My Lord, the object of my amendment is to give freedom both to the 
tenant and landlord when they want to make ‘an arrangement for the- 
oceupation of a house. It will be convenient for both to come to an 
arrangement, otherwise tenants who cannot afford. to pay, might mot be able to- 
get leases. 


The Hon'ble Mr, 0’Malley said :— 


“My Lord, the effect.of this amendment. would largely be tb, defeat the 
whole objeotadh she Bill and render it. naugatory.. It would mean that any 
landlord could get anyamount of enhanced rent, provided that by hook or by 
crook he pall g get_a tenant to sign a written agreement.’ Conditions are- 
such that tenants are no longer free agents able to withstand the exactions . 
of those landlords who are extortionate and rapacious. Given.a shortage of 
houses, landlords are able to enforce their own terms, and the object of the 

ill is to prévent their malin an unscrupulous use of their power. Tenants. 
requiré protection and the’ Bill aims at making null and void unconscionable 
agreements executed under compulsion” of abnormal conditions -and of - 
preventing a recurrence of such agreements. The amendnient cuts at the 
root of the Bill which aims at substituting control for. uncontrolled agree-- 
ments, and Government therefore cannot consent to its acceptance rigph 


The Hon’blofRai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said:— Sees 

“ My lord, I do not want to say anything more. I have alread y said all 

T have to say,’ mae the Phe we ; 

“| The motion was then put and lost. seve en Fait BBY” 

~The following motion, being consequential upon Motion No. 46, was them 
deemed to have been withd i ra a} cone wots ace 


a seh on. apathy 
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“47. If motion No. 46be catried, the Hon'ble Rai. 
Bahadur to move that the words ‘ ithstanding any agreemen 
' contrary” in line 5,-clause 4 (1) be omitted GR Agy 4 -ynbitangince as 
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. 48. The Hon'ble Maulyi A. K. Fazl-ul-H ; 
0. @ snd (41) be Cay i aq moved that clause 4 (7) 
~ He said :— — . 

a My. Lord, I may say in order to shorten the discussion that lam not 
very particular about omitting (7) and (#), but I propose that my suggestion 
as to the drafting of (7i’) be aceepted. My object is that in.all cases in which 
“there have been leases during the last three years, as has just been pointed 
out by the Hon’ble Mr. 0’Malley, tenants have hardly been free agents in the 
bargain, and | do not think it is fair to the tenant to exclude, these cases 

_ from the operation of the Act. There may be a lease for 5 years or more, 
but on enquiry it will be found that these leases have been entered into 
under conditions unfavourable to the tenant. And because the tenant 
under certain conditions has been obliged 1o.enter into a written agreement, 
Tdo not think it is sufficient ground to keep him within the terms of the 

agreement under the provisions of this Act. I therefore submit that proviso 

(uit) should be omitted.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said :— ; 
_ «My Lord, I do not quite follow my hon’ble friend. He seems to think 
that thg tenant whose lease has already expired will come ander thé proviso 
to section 4. Ido not think that will be so. “Tho language of the clause is : 
“The rent payable under any lease entered into before the date of the com. 
mencement of this Act-for a period of 5 years or afterwards which has not 

‘ expired on that date.” That being so, I donot understand the apprehension ° 
of my hon’ble friend.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


8 Te, 1 just wish to point out that this clause was disctissed in 
Select Pbraitioc, and it was found that it was rather more advantageous to 
the tenants if they had got -a long lease, say, for 5 years or over, to retain 
that lease.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, ‘we do not want this’ Act to-be in any sense a punitive 
“measure, and therefore we thought that in cases of leases of 5 years.and 
upwards that there was a certain amount of justification for the rents not 

sing irrecoverable, and. we thought that in the case in which a tenant 
entered intoa lease with his eyes open. more or less, for a period of 5 years 
_ or upwards, he should not get the advantage of clause 4. I am-adyised, my 
‘ Lord, that this clause should bs allowed to stand as it is, because I have rot 
a suk ent amendment to move at a later stage, but I understand the 
Hon'ble Member does not object to (¢) or (#7), but that he wants (ti) deleted.” 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazi-ul Haq said :— 
ne Maer, aclas want to add anything to what I have already said.” 
+The motion was then put and lost. 
RN, ace Wi : ay 7 * Veer ip 
Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mittra Bahadur moved that 






‘lease *’ in’ line 1 of clause 4 (2) (iii) the words “‘ or any 
2" beinserted. : ne bs 
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He said:— * ‘ : wey 


““My Lord, the reason for this insertion is that. the lease itself represents 
that arrangement has been made or was made and the words ‘agreement to- 
lease’ also carry the same idea. Therefore, I think, the clause would be 
incomplete unless thé words ‘agreement to lease’ were inserted. 


i 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said: we pooch 


My Lord, I have got Sidtiter motion, nd E:therefore support it. ‘lo 
this country agreement is generally regarded as lease or equivalent to. lease. 


. In our part of the city a simple letter or something of wis sort is regarded.” 


as binding on a person, 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, I am willing to accept this amendment of the Hon’ble Rai 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur.” 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The President said :— ’ 


“The next amendmént which stands in the name of the Hon'ble: Raja 
Hrishikesh Laha is practically the same as the amendment which has just: 
been accepted and the same remark applies to amendment No, 51 which 
stands in the name of the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur.” . 


The following motions were then deemed to have been’ withdrawn :— 


“60. The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha to move that after the word 
“lease ’’ in line 1 of clause 4 (1) (iii), the. words ‘‘ or any agreement to 
lease with possession ’’ be inserted. ~ 


51. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move. that. after 
the word ‘ Jease in line 1 of clause. 4 (1) (iti) the — ‘ or agreement. 
for a lease ’’ be inserted. 


52: The Hon’ ble Raja Hriehikesh Laha moved that for the will 
“five years” in line 3 of clause 4 (7) (iii) the words “ three years” be 
substituted. 3 : ; ¢y” 
Hesaid:— | . 


“My Lord, leases in “Caleutta are usiiflly taken for three years, so I b 
to move that for the words ‘five years’ in line 3 of clause 4(Z)(#%) the. words 
‘three years "be substituted.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, Ihave got a similar motion and I formally move it. T:may 
say that, if the motion of Raja Hrishikesh Laba is accepted, it will not. . 
disturb the fundaméntal principle of the Bill iniany way because the Act mit 
be in force for three years., The lease . will be for three years and e 
within the currency of this Act the ‘lease’ expires, the standard rent ba ee 
the rent that is in the lease and the tenant will not qoter in Mais way. 
I hope, therefore, that this amendment will be accepted.” | 


The Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley said :— 


“My Lord, the. object of pein in this aie’ for pve es 5 
has area “ben been explained a the Hon’ble Mabarajadhiraja B du 
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- case of 3 years’ leases is different. It has just been explained to us that it is 
» a common period for leases, and there is reason to believe. that many tenants 
have been forced into leases or agreements to lease for 3 years at exorbitant 
rentals in recent’ times, that is to say, since profiteering in houses set in. 
bd ‘These persons who have been ‘compelled to agree to extravagant rents require 
protection, and if the amendment were accepted they would be deprived of 
that protection. : Government cannot, therefore, agree to remove from control 
leases ‘entered mto for the comparatively ghort period of 3-years and to 
deprive of protection those who ‘agreed to. them’ under the force of circum- 
stances beyond their control.) am, therefore, on behalf of Government 
unable to accept the amendment. i 3 


my ~The motion was then put and lost, ee ah | 
The following motion being covered by the decision on amendment 
No. 52 was then deemed to have been withdrawn :— 


88. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that for 
the / words “ five years” in line 3 of clause 4 (1) (iii) the words “ three 
years ” be substituted. ' 


+ 


‘ “BBA. The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that 
_ the words “ which has not expired on that date” in lines 4 and § of clause 
, . 4(2) (dit) be omitted. 


: He said can 


ae . “My Lord, on further examination of this clause we have arrived at the 
conclusion that cases are not likely to arise after the commencement of this ~ 
Act. Therefore I beg to move that the words‘ which has not expired on that 


_ . date’ in lines 4 and 5 of clause 4 (1) (tt) be omitted..’ 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 


| 54." The Hon’ble Mr. P. ©. Mitter' moved that the following be 
added at the end of clause 4 (7) (#it), viz. :— . 


* (iv) to the rent payable under any lease or agreement to lease 
i for a period of 5 years or more, provided the terms embodied 
in such leaseor agreement to lease are certified by the Controller 
an to be just and fair”. 


' 
‘ 


<!, He said :— , | 

: “My Lord, there are two safeguards—first of ‘all the safeguard 
about the certificate of the Controller that the rent is just and fair and 
the second safeguard is that the rent must be agreed .to both by the 
"landlord and the tenant. It very often happens that a tenant likes to have a 
avd on longer lease than three years and from that point of view he is willing to 
"enter into a five yéars’ lease on certain terms.and conditions which he’ deems 
tobe fair.. The Act, as it stands, does not provide for such a. lease, ang 
-* IT move for this sub-clause as an additional proviso in'the interest of the land- 
- lord a8 also of the tenant. Let freedom of contract be curtailed- where the 
principle of the Act demands it, but where the principle of the Act does not 
mand it, freedom ‘of contract ought to be réspected specially when the 
ement will be certified as just and fair by the Controller. In the muffasal 
in the case of ryots, the provisions of the law is that a compromise certified 
by a court or a Settlement Office is accepted, ie I do not iene: 
the better educated city population should not " the same freedom.” _ 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :+. euiifegs 


“I oppose this amendment on the ground that landlords sama try_to. 
take out agreements from their. tenants which will: not. be benificial to the 
interests of the tenants themselves, I fail to understand why an amendment 
moved by Raja Hrishikesh Laha was accepted by Government while a similar’ 
one moved by.me was rejected. The safeg rd pointed out by Mr, Mitter is © 
not of much value, as I think the Controller will have great difficulty in, 
coming to a conclusion as to ~what ‘should be a fair rent because. both the 
landlords and tenants will” bring forward experts—engineers, surveyors, 
valuers, ete.—in support of their contention, as. to what should be the fair 
rent. I donot think it will be in the interest of the tenant to accept this 

* amendment.” r i sttiel 


The Hon'ble Mr. 0’Malley said :— 


“My Lord, the hon’ble mover is anxious to add to the list of exceptions 
covered by clause 4 and to bring into that list. cases of leases or agreements to 
leases for 5 years or more, provided that the Controller certifies. the terms to 
be just and fair. ‘he amendment has the same object as many other amend- 
ments, namely, to get rid of the simple and automatic working of standard 
rent under clause 2 (f), to set up another criterion, and to add to the duties 
and respompibilities of the Controller which are already sufficiently onerous, 
I have already explained that in framing the ‘Bill it was the intention of 
Government to rely on standard rent in the generality of cases and to allow 
~ the Controller to come in and vary the standard rent only in exceptional cases. 
It is not the intention of Government that the Controller should be a kind of 
court to fix fair rents. This amendment would overwhelm, the Controller 

ith work and the settlement of numerous cases involving difficult questions 
of valuation, to which I have referred in replying to a previous nineties of 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. I have already explained the difficulty of 
fixing a fair rent under the abnormal conditions which are now prevailing due 
to the land boom, artificially inflated prices and profiteering. It. is true, and 
Lhave no doubt that the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter will remind me of it, that such 
questions are likely to arise when the Controller fixes rent under the first 
proviso of clause 15(2), but Government: feel that the cases in which he-should 
have to go into such matters should be limited and they are opyosed: to their 
expansion. deg saat! ag: 

And I cannot help thinking that in practice these landlords who are 
~ Anserupulous and unprincipled and. who have the tenant at their merey might. 
take advantage of the provision proposed in this amendment to refuse to give’. 
leases. except for long periods at a highly enhanced rent and might force 
tenants to agree to-unjust terms which the Controller might not be able to 
detett, owing to suppression or *®oncealment of. relevant facts. For these 
* reasons I am unable to accept the amendment.” cAMP 
The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said:— ‘Sicanenumte st 
_. “My lord, I have followed the observations of Mr. Ashraf Aliand | 
Mr. O'Malley and I fail to understand why the addition wy iene by 
Mr. Mittey should be opposed. -As far as I have followed Mr. Ashraf ee 
Tl understand that ho is afraid that the tenant will be oppressed by the landlord 
and, as far as I have been able to follow Mr, O'Malley, he ig generally of the» 
same opinion. Further he says that it will burden. 8 Controller wi valarge. 
amount of work. With reference to that observation I would say- first 





the proposal is that the : reement should be made in. the presence ft 
Controller, and if the Puan does not like the agreement, he may 3 0 2 
the. Contraller and the agrocimeat, will not be made at all, “Th 
friend forgets that a tenant would be very glad to’ get a tenure | 
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i c Mr. P. C. Mitter ; Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
nie Lon, * , . > 
lease whereas the Act only gives him a tenure ef 3 years. I do not under- 
~ stand why should the legislature prevent: him, from taking advantage of the 
existing law. There is al ways a-suspicion in the mind of Government and in 
the minds of some Hon'ble Members that rapacious and unscrupulous landlords 
ip will swallow up the innovent tenant (as if so innocent that he cannot say * yes’ 
or ho )- ‘My Lord, I am sorry that this should be the frame of mind of Govern- 
- Ment ina matter of this-kind. If a tenant likes to make an agreement with 
a house-owner in the presence of the Controller and if the Controller ig 


“Opposition to a motion like this makes one dispair of the ulti 
solution of the housing problem: My friend Mr. Ashraf Al has Ledeen ae 
with the best of motives, but perhaps he does not know the state of things in 
Caloutta ‘as I do, because I have lived here much longer and I know the city 
much better than hedoes. In the course of last year or so hundreds of houses’ 
have changed hands in. favour of undesirable landlords, These new land- 
lords have acquired those houses from bond fide landlords, who were not 
rapacious, landlords, but who were anxious to promote good-will between 
themselves and their tenants. These houses have passed into the hands 
of speculators. At present in spite of the Rent Act longl eases are in 

* contemplation, transfers are taking place and on enquiry from my Bombay 
friends I learn that in Bombay prices of houses \ have gone up very 
considerably. Therefore I say in whatever way you may frame your 
Rent Act, the dishonest landlord will not care for it. Mr. O'Malley who is so 

_anxiou8 about protecting the tenant, the tenant, who even in the presence of 
the Controller will not be able to protect himself, »will perhaps answer me 
when I ask him the following question—Suppose a landlord and a tenant 
enter into a contract to pay Rs. 20,000, as bonus after the expiry of the Act, 
how is this Act™going to prevent it ? Suppose a tenant agrees to pay in 
Rs. 5,000, as deposit without interest, how is this Act going to prévent that ? 
So long as we have- got more tenants than houses any amount of legislation 
will be tinavailing. Then, what-should be our object ? Our ‘object should be 
to secure non-rapacious landlords, not to increase. the number of dishonest 
ord but to keep as many honest landlords as possible. If we do not 
allow things to be done in this way we force dishonest landlords to do things 
in an underhand way. No doubt honest landlorde will not stoop to underhand 
means, and the repult will be that at the end tof 2 or 8 years we will require 
another Act because we will then find that, few houses have. been built and 
_the situation made worse. However .I have done-my duty and pressed my 
_ point here, and it is a pity if thosd who are anxious to safeguard the interest. 
of the tenant throw away every suggestion, however well intentioned it 
May be, without investigating facts. I hope that in this instance those who, 
vsither from shoriness of time or due to the,insistence in the public press. for 
- some measure of this kind, have not been able to pay sufficient attention to 

_ this meagure, should consider this point carefully (not merely with suspicion) 

hyo a view tosafeguarding the object of sthe Act and to protect honest: land- 

: ds and honest tenants.” 

‘ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— : 

1e next amendment which stands in my name ig practically the same as 

nt one, 80 I shall say only a few words with reference to this amond- 

- amendment simply means upholding the freedom of contract. 

t will be admitted that this Bill has been introduced in the interest of 

nt class, but I am very much doubtful if it will serve that purpose 
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if such a clause as that suggested by me is not inserted. TI will cite one or 
two instances showing how it will prejudice the interest of the 1 REET 
Your Lordship is probably aware that mufassal people come to Calcutta 
either for treatment or to marry their daughters or for any other speci 
reason only to stay. here for 2 or 3 months. According to the present Bill, 
a landlord will not be able to charge anything more than the standard rent, 
but aman who comes for treatment for 2 or 3 months is prepared to pay a 
larger amount than an ordinary tenant., What will be the fate of this would- 
be ténant if the landlord does not let out the house to him? He will probably 
have to go back to his home and there either die or ungergo such. treat- 
ment as may be possible there.” ' ; ' 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


_ “Is the Hon’ble Member speaking on the motion which stands in the 
name of.the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter ?” , 


The President said :— 


“The Amendment standing in the name of the Hrn’ble Babu Surendra 
Nath Ray is approximately the same as the one now before the Council. We 
cannot have two discussions on the same subject and therefore the Hon'ble 
Member should make hig speech’ now.” * , j 


“The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray continuing said :— 


“Tt is well known that in Calcutta during the cold weather houses are 
let out at a higher rent than in the months of July and August or in the 
months of May and June. According to the present Bill, a’°man who comes 
to stay in Caleutta for three years will pay the same rent as'a man who will . 
stay for a couple of months or so, but is it ‘fair? Therefore I suggest 
that in order to remove this inequality of treatment the landlords and the’ 
tenants'may be allowed to enter into some sort of agreement ‘which is fair 
to Tboth parties. And if the Controller is also satisfied that the terms of 
the agreement are fair and just I do not see any reason why such an agree- 
ment should not be allowed”’ 


' 


The motion being put a division was taken with the following result :— 


Ayes—I18. Noes—16. . 
The Hon'ble Babu Sarat Charidra Chakra- The Hon’ble. Sir Henry Wheeler, .0.1.8., 
butty. if 0.8.1, ean 
- os Kumar Shib Shekhareswar i Mr. J. G, Cumming, 0.8.1, 
Ray. CLE. | 
fe = Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray a “ Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, 
Chaudhari. + K.0.8\1, ‘ K.C.1.B,  1.0.M., 
48 » Rai Debender Chunder Ghose ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
Bahadur. of Burdwan. ; 
i . ».. Rai Radha Charan Pal » .» Mr. H.L. Stephenson, ¢.s.1,, 
Bahadur. 1 O.1.B. 
mle Wan Babu Surendra Nath Ray: 3% Mr. W. W! Hornell, 0.1.8. 
if goin Sir Nilratan Sarkar, K7. x » .’ Sir C. J. Stevenson-Moore,: - 
ve) yc: ae Raja  Hrishikesh ) Laha, ’ K.C.1.E., 0.V.0. G 
C.LE. ¢ ba pa Mr. 8. W. Goode, ; 

i a Mr. aebent Ali Khan Chan- e a Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin- 
‘ dhuri, ' ul-Islam. . 
M4 » Mr. Arun Chandra Singha, » ‘y. Major-General ‘W. H.. B. 
e i » P.C. Mitter, c.Un. ’ *... (Robinson, ¢.B., Tas. f 

ms \ » W.H. H. Arden-Weod, . af yf Mr. F. J. Monahan, 
O.LE. id ped » Gurner. : 
” » Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhi- ‘ x » U8. 8. O'Malley, c.1.2, 
; kari, KT., K.0.1.E. ni ui » M.C.MecAlpin, 
» >» Babu Sib Narayan Mnu-. ; 
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_ The following members were absent :-— 


_ The Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 
nl oad ape at Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1.. 
Ba; rs ns Mr. Altaf Ali. 
5 a Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 
4S Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 
7 ” Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 
+4 Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
labman YH Fazl-ul-Haq. 
x “ns Mr. Aminur Rahman. 
Sk S » Hindley. . 
= 7 The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir. ul-Omrah, 
_ K,C.8.1., K.C.V.0. . 
ear oF Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.1.E. 
a » | Mr. G. A, Bayley. 
ce aa » W.L. Travers. 
rae as » Cathcart. 
vig: He » Pickford. 
is Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 
ooo ee Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 16, the motion was carried. 


The President said :— 


_ “Tt is no longer necessary to put amendment No. 55 before the Council. 
It is covered by the decision on the previous amendment.” 


The following motion was then deemed to have been withdrawn :— 


55. 
4 (1) (wii) the following be inserted, viz. :— 
“provided also that a landlord and a tenant et enter into a 
lease on any terms as to rent when both the landlord and the 
tenant make a declaration before a Controller that ‘special 
reasons exist for the contract or where the Controller con- 
ni  siders that the terms are fair and just ’’. 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray to move that after clause 


a+ BB... The Hen’ble Rai Radha Charan) Pal Bahadur moved that at 
, the end of clause 4 (1) (iii) the following be added, viz :— 
. _ “\(iv) to the rent payable under any lease for more than three 
years entered into after the commencement of this Act; 
Mas A) “tO the rent payable by a tenant for a specific period less than a 
. year; 
(vi) to the rent payable by a person paying an annual income tax 
eye of Rs. 500 and upward; 
* (wii) to any rent agreed to be paid by a new tenant after the pre- 
.... + -yious tenant had voluntarily vacated ”. 
He said :-— ‘ 
$e “My Lord, I would only move. (v) and omit the rest, that is to say, I 
~ would a that at the end of,.clause -4(7) {az) the words “to the’ rent 
payable by a tenant for a specific period less than a year be added. 
+h _ <I will simply. explain what my object is in moving this amendment. 
a 4 atest ttt Act is passed, the standard rent will apply to the tenant 
who will occupy the house at least for the term of this Act, viz., three years. 
ees % a ’ “4 oe basiy ry: ( 
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Now my Lord, there are cases where a house falls vacant someone comes for 
the purpose of wedding or for the purpose of treatment or during the cold 
weather season to stay for two or three months only. I think, it will be 
admitted. that he ought not to get the same treatment as regards rent as a 
tenant who will take the house for three years; because the landlord will 
have to incur 4 lot of expenditure in repairs, white-washing, etc., when it is 
vacated after three months by ‘the tenant. I, therefore, sumbit that such 
temporary tenants should be allowed to. make their own arrangements with ~ 
the landlords. It has nothing to do with squeezing the: tenant, and I think 
Government will see the. reasonableness of my proposal and accept it.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said: — 


“My Lord, I have great pleasure in supporting the amendment of my 
hon’ble friend. These who own houses in Qaleutta will understand that it 
is very undesirable to let out ‘a house for two or three months and if you take 
the standard rent only, the landlord will be put to very great expense and logs. 
There is also the risk of the house lying yacant, and in this connection I would 
refer to a specific matter. His Royal Mizbaess the Prince of Wales. will be 
coming to Caleutta in the next cold season, and on that occasion many 
persons will visit Calcutta to meet His Highness. Assuming that :some of 
them are Rulers of States, Government has got only one guest-house at Alipore 
for them, and _ it will have to hire other houses for them. If the framers of ’- 
the Bill think that owners will let out their houses on standard: rentfor a 
short period only, the result will be that landlords will refuse to let out. their 
houses unless they are taken for at least three or five years, and the visitors 
will be put to inconvenience and the responsibility will lie with the Govern- 
ment.‘ Is it pretended that these Ruling Chiefs will be distressed tenants 
who could not pay? Rents fora limited period have always been higher than 
hormal.” - 


The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said : — : 

“This ig a provision which is intended to be used against mufussal 
people*and cause them inconvenience. Although a mulfassalite, still I see 
much foree in the argument advanced by ‘the hon’ble,mover, and though 
I do not agree with all his arguments, and although Ido not: live within the 
precincts of the Maharatta ditch, I beg to support this amendment, and will ’ 
yote for it.” 7 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said :— mate ua ‘ 


“Tam going to give “myself the luxury of voting with the Rai Bahadur, . 


and for these reasons. 1 understand that’ he is now moving (v) and omitting - 
(tv) (v¢) and (wi), arid 1 have much pleasure in supporting lim. I happen to 
khow some of the difficulties that beset landlords in Caleutta in this particular 
respeet, inasmuch as sometimes a’person will come and. engage a house for 


a short period, for instance during some festivities or for a wedding Or some> _ 


thing of that sort. and the party ‘fs perfectly, willing to pay double ‘because 
he wants some extra decorations, or perhaps his habits are entirely different* 
to the habits of the usual ocqupants of the flat or hous®, and they introduce 
other undesirable features, and when the tenants vacate, the landlord is. put 
to considerable expense again to pring it back to a normal state. Therefore 

i have mueh pleasure in supporting the Rai Bahadur.” - ETAL are 


4 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said:— = 


_. “My Lord, I oppose’ this amendment with all the emphasis 
command, I do not think my Hon’ble friend has understood the 
This amendment is designed to eut the whole ground’ from undet the 
If this is accepted the whole effect of the Rent Bill will be null and void, | 

My Lord, we have heard much about unscrupulous 
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es % The @aloutta Rent Bitt. 
Sy Bh  S Maului A. K. Faal-ul-Hag ; Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
oye i Clause 6 


4-60: The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to. haye moved» that 


after the words“ previous terms” in line 4 of clausé.6 (1). th is “ 
tot otherwise” be inserted. spiantsias 2 


: ‘ co phone, seit A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to have moved thar 


. The Hon’ble Member being absent, motions Nos. 60 and 61 were deemed 
‘to have been withdrawn. ona 


The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


- 62. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur’ to move that at the 
end of clause 6 (2) the following be added, viz:— 


” Provided that the payment by. the tenant of rates, taxes or other 

' impositions pa able by the occupier of any premises under the 

" rovisions of the Calcutta Municipal Act or any other law 

‘or the time being in force, shall not, for the purposes of this 

PL a _-section, be deemed to be an alteration of the terms of the ten- 
; ancy so as to constitute an increase of rent ’’. 


ae ; Clause 7. a aer. 
*63. The Hon'ble A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to have moved that for clause 
7, the following be substituted, viz :— 


: “7 (7) 1t shall be open to the landlord or the tenant to apply to the 
Controller to revise'the municipal valuation, municipal rates*and taxes of 
premises owned or occupied by him as the case may be, on the basis of the 
standard rent. . 

(2) The Controller shall give due notice to the lhndlord if the ir 
tion is the tenant, or to the tenant if the application is by the landlord, 

_ and in either case to the Municipality or Municipal Corporation concerned, 
of his initention to hear all parties concerned on a date fo be specified by him. 

(3) The Controller .shall then hear all parties and, making such 

‘inquiries and investigations as may be necessary, settle the valuation, the 
rates and taxes in respect of the premises. : 

-_. (4) The Controller shall have power to reduce or increase the munici- 

al rates or taxes with respect to any premises, and nothwithstanding any- 
ing contained in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899, or the Bengal Muni- 
Gipek Act, 1884, such reduction or increase shall be binding on the Corpora- 
tion or Municipality concerned as well aS on the landlord and tenant, and 
y amount in excess of the rates and taxes fixed by the Controller shall be 
Soviy eect ‘ erable ’’. 
_» | Phe Hon’ble Member being absent, the motion was deemed to have been 
- withdrawn. . 38 
64. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moyed that for clause 7 
_ the following be substituted, viz — : 


"Where the landlord pays any municipal rates or taxes in respect 
cen a any premises Ney bf a notice in writing to the tenant 


-. jnerease the standafd rent proportionately to the increase in 

_».-.* the amount for the tithe being payable by the landlord in respect 
=. ef such rates or taxes over the amount paid during’ thé peniod 
a. of assessment which included the first day of April, 1919’. 
Pea 
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. The Calcutta Ren Bill. 
Mr. Gurner. wh oe Sa ei 

He said :— Y i 

.. My Lord, it appears that if; the Municipality raises tho tax of any 
holding-in respect of which standard rent has been fixed and in respect of. 
which the assessment of valuation of the Municipality is more than that of 
the standard rent, then the landlérd will be able to recover only the increased |: 
amount of the rates and taxes from the tenant and not thé amount propor- 
'tionate to the increased valuation of the holding. I think when public bodies 
such as the Calcutta Corporation raise the annual value of a holding, it is 
only meet.and proper that the landlord should get the benefit not only of the 
increased taxes but also the benefit.of the rent which he may get otherwise. 
This is, my Lord, all [have to say.” t 
The Hon’ble Mr. Gurner said :— oe " 
“My Lord, in rising to cutgose this amendment on behalf of Government 


I would in the first place invite the close attention of this’ Council to the 
actual effect of clause 7 as it stands in the 


This clause is taken from thé Bombay Act and provides in brief that 
when the landlord pays municipal rates he may apply to the Controller for 
payment by the tenant any increase in the rates over the amount paid on the 
18t,April, 1919. Now the effect of this clause taken from Bombay is modified 
somewhat, to the disadvantage of the tenant in its application to Calcutta, 
In ‘Bombay ‘so far as I can ascertain the rates are not apportioned by 
law bet ween the owner and the occupier. ‘In Calcutta on the other hand 
the consolidated rate is by law payable half by the owner and half iby: the 
oceupier. Consequently except in the rare cases. where the .occupier: agrees 
to pay the owner’s rates the landlord pays tnunicipal rates in. respect of all 
his rented premises. He may or may not pay the occupier’s share of the rates; 
_ He is bound by a statutory hability which he seldom seeks to avoid to pay 
the owner’s share, that ia, approximately 10-per cent. of fhe, annual value of © 
the premises, Therefore clause 7,as it stands will apply practically -to all 
rented houses in Calcutta, and. it. will have the direct result of shifting on 
to the tenant, subject. to the decision of the Controller, the statutory liability 
of the landlord undet the Municipal Act for increase in the owner’s share 
of the rates which is bound to occur. ” we ae os 


I need hardly explain, why such an increase should occur, » For the. 
simple reason that assessment is. fixed for periods of six years, and as’ Wards 
come up for revision at that period the rent has. almost invariably, outgrown 
the rates. The old assessment. is that fixed six years before on the basis 
of the fair rent at that time and it will be realised at once that this, 
aftér a lapse of six; years, will be considerably below the rent now paid for ~ 
the premises, fair rent, standard rent or whatever’ it may be. ‘Therefore i - 
the great majority of cases of the revaluation of rented premises the assess 
ment will have to “be increased simply to bring that up to the leveljof. the fair — 
rent, > " . Choy gelinetar yo 

Now but for clause 7 that increase would have been equally shared and -. 
very feasonably so by landlord and tenant in decordance with their statutory » 

lability under the Municipal Act. Si pe i ete: iar th 

. That, Your xeellency, I. hould have thought was a sufficiently generous 
concession by Goy ernment to the landlord. teiciicr cit dena shams 

’ He may escape liability for the-risé of his rates over those of ‘1919 even 
though his rents'in'that yearchad risen above the valuation on. which his — 
rates are based and will rise by another 10 pericent: Pit Asie, os "eae 
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» liability should be outside the sphere of the Controller that th inci 
payment of all increases of rates by the tenant should be not snide, 4 dine 
diseretion of that. officer but become’an iron law.; T i 


ithe tenant pays. _ Aware as we all are of the Circumstances witioh irk 
brought this Bill into being, there are few, I think, sonsi 
reasonable to place the operation of this clause out of thé hands of the 
Controller. \ : 


But there is much more behind the amendment than that for its 

effect will be to make the tenant liable not for the actual increase. of 
rate payable by the owner, but for an increase in his rent propor- 
tionate to that. I must trouble Your Excellency’ with figdres to make 
clear the result of this. Suppose for instance that in April 1919 the rent 
paid ‘was Rs. 1,800 per annum and the rent fixed five or six years before were 
Rs. 1,500, -a very moderate supposition, the total rates payable -would then 
be Rs. -300. per annum, the Jandlord’s share being Rs. 150. When the time- 
comes in 1920 for reassessment the municipal valuation is naturally raised 
to the level of the rent, Rs. 1,800, the rate payable becomes Rs. 860 and the 
landlord’s share Rs. 180. That is, the owner's share of the rate has increased 
on the basis of his own rent by Rs. 30 on Rs. 150 or by one-fifth. Is the 
landlord then to be allowed to increse his rent not by the actual Rs. 30 but. 
proportionately, that is, by a fifth on Rs. 1,800, or by Rs. 360? Is he to 
raise his rent from Rs, 1800 to Rs. 2,160 because his rates have gone up 
from Rs. 150'to Rs. 180? The proposal is so preposterously inequitable that I 
should not be surprised: if now that the curtain is lifted from the cradle my 
hon'ble friend disowned the’ monstrous prodigy and yet that is the plain 
purport of his substituting the words “proportionate increase” for the word 

' actual increase in his amendment. 


seh have, T trust, made it clear that the améhd ment now under considera- 
~ tion, av drafted, cannot possibly stand and I would ‘oppose in any form the 
extension of the already ample concession to’ the owner made in clause 7 of 


; the Bill,” 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 
' “My Lord, 'f support the amendment of the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath. 


‘Ray. I am eferring to houses in the northern part of the town where 
revised assessments are taking place at the present moment and a memorial 
has been sent up to your Excellency’s Govertiment complaining against 
-the revised i by the Calcutta Corporation, 1 am not here to 
join in the agitation, but what I do say is this’: It is only reagonable 
that’ the Calcutta Municipality should increase the rateable value of that 
part of the town because in that part .of the town there have been 
structural improvements partly effected by the Improvement Trust and 
partly effected by the Calcutta Corporation, and where the owner of a 
house has got a new road passing two sides of his house, the value of the 
property naturally increases and therefore the Municipality have a just cause 
for assessing the rental valuc of the property to a higher figure. That is 
what the Valoutta Corporation are doing in the northern part of the-town and 
that has given occasion for public meetings and memorials against this work 
of the Corporation, What my Hon’ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Roy says 
is this—‘ Ifyou do not stop the Municipality from increasing the rental value 
of these proporties for the purpose of fixing the rent you must give the benefit 
_of the sentat bade by the Corporation to the landlord against the tenant.’ m 
The legislature not only controls the relations between the landlord and the 
tenant but it has the power to control the operation of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion’ and it-tan’put ina clause either directing the municipality ‘not to 
increase the rental value or giving the benefit of the rental value to the 
_ landlord against the tenant. _ I do not see any unfairneses in this. The fact 
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The Calcutta Reht Bill. 
Mr. Gurner; Rat Debender Chander Ghose Bahadur ; Babu Witton Nath; 
Ray ; Rai Radha Charan Pat Bahadur. 


that the Caleutta Corporation have increased the rental-value is” cortainly 

rimé facie evidence that the rent ought'tobe more than what it was in 1918. . 
These proceedings are taking place in 1920 in the northern part of the town; 
and therefore there is no reason why the Controller shoald be bound hand 
and foot rot a take cognizance of these rental values it 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gurner said :— 


“ May, I point out that the amendment-does not leave any discretion to 
the Controller in the matter ?” 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur continuing said:— 


“Tam referring tothe words of section 7 of the: Bill: Well, forthe 
increase of the rental value by the Assessment © Department of the: ‘Oaleutta 
Corporation the Hon'ble Mr, Gurner, who is-the Chaemen alone responsible 
‘and not the Commissioners. 


Therefore, I think, it is very fair for the Hon’ble Houser iecbhacaias 
the Bill:to see that this inconsistency does not take place, and, I. think, he 
should be the last person to oppose an amendment of the kind prapesed by 
my hon’ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Roy. This is all I have to say. 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said:— ss 


“My Lord, my hon’ble and esteemed friend Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
_ Bahadur bas practically said all that I have to gay in reply. Qnly one word, 
my Lord, and it is this::, There has been, an admission—and-a very.) ‘sortous 
admission—by Government just now that the Municipal valuation is. fixed 
according to fair rent. ‘The landlords have all been crying to have fair rent 
fixed and that is all they waft ‘They don’t want preposterous or exhorbitant 
rent. All they want is fair rent and so let them have fair rent, according to 
the municipal valuation.’ 


The motion was then put and lost. 


65. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in litte ' 
2 of clause 7 the word ‘‘ or ’’ be omitted, and after. the word ** taxes ’’ in 
the name line the following be inserted, viz:— . 


‘ cesses, exemption or betterment fees or other banca by Govern-. 
ment or any local authority *’ 


He said :— q 


“My Lord, Iam afraid the amendment . which was wet rather i ima sige 
does not clearly ex er what my intention is, My intention is that besides, 
municipal rates and taxes there are other impositions, such a8 the education 
cess, charge for the excess consumption of water and exemption or better- 
ment fees, and I think something ought to be. provided with regard to. ‘this 
vexed question. ‘Take the case of a house the. standard rent of which is © 
gaa at Rs. 50, but afterwards the owner pays an exemption fee of Ra. 500 — 

ty aoe that house on account of certain, improvements canried out iw 
ocatity. So far as this section is concerned, Ido not-know whether the 
taanllond will be able to make any arrangement with the tenant for the- 
payment of these extra charges. I think it. will be admitted tat that if. "sa 
extra charges are to be borne by the owner of the house, it will be very 
on him because it will be practically reducing the standard rent. to 

a considerable extent. The wording may not. be quite clear, but this is 
- my intention’ and these are, the points. whieh,I. seat to bring, tote wai 
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The Calcutta Rent Bill. 


. Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; Rai Radha Charan Pal Dakother : 
aa Sir Henry Wheeler ; The President. 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 

big. iiss My Lord; I'am only willing to accept this much, that is, ‘ Where the 
andlord pays any “municipal rates, taxes or cesses’, I am not willing to 
accept the other things exemption or betterment fees or other impositions by 
Government or any local authority. If he is willing to accept that, on behalf 
' of overnment, I amt prepared to add the word ‘ cesses ’.” « 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


een have no other alternative than to accept this, but it would be better 
if the question of other impositions was considered,” 
The motion was then put in the following form and agreed, to :— 
. “Phat in line 20f clause 7 the word ‘or’ be omitted and after the 
word) "taxes ’ in the same line the following be inserted, viz.— 


‘ or cesses ’)” " 


66. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that the 
words ‘‘ apply to the Controller to ” in lines 2 and 3 of clause 7 be omitted. 


He said :— . 


“My Lord, it willebe. seen from. clausé 7 that in regard‘to any indrease 
the owner of the Property is required to apply tg the Controller. TI have got 


the Bombay Act with me and there is no such-provision. The increased ° 


amount ean be charged’ by the landlord.” 
The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler Said:— 


“Is not this practically covered by amendment No. 64 ?” 


The President said :— , kg ‘ 
“DL think this amendment which the Hon’ble Member wishes to move is 
disposed of by the decision which the Council came toon amendment No. 64. 
The effect. of carrying this amendment will be practically the same as 
carrying amendment No. 64. The Council has already rejected No. 64 and 
therefore No. 66 is no longer in order.” 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


$7; Motion No. 65 being carried in a modified form the Hon'ble Rai 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in line 5 of clause 7 the word “ or ” 
be omitted’ and after the word “ taxes” in the next line, the following be 
inserted, viz., “ or-cesses.”” ' 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


|, 68, The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha was to have moved ‘that at the 
end of clause 7 the words “ if the tenant objects to pay the same ” be added. 
Lhe Hon’ble Member being absent, the motion was deemed to be with- 
drawn, , 


Wonder ne Hon'ble Rai Radh@ Chav “Pal” Bahadur moved that for 
fhe rds ‘‘ one month ”’ in line 4 of clause 8 (1),the words “ fifteen days 
be sui 


‘ 


He said :— ny 

: “My Lord, f think’ 15 days’ notice is quite sufficient, otherwise the 
owner.of \thé property shall have to. wait for one month more. I. hope this 

_ amendment will be aceepted by the Hon'ble Member-in-charge of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :—* 


Fae se My Lord, I cannot accept this. If is far too short a period.” 
The motion was then put and lost. 
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The Galeutta Rent Bill. 


Rai Radha Chatan Pal Bahadur ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Pea ak a 


70. ‘The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Baiadur moved that in 
lines 5, 6 and 7 of clause 8 (2) for the words “‘ of his intention to increase 
the rent, accompanied by a certificate from ‘the Controller fran stan- 
dard rent” the "words * specifying. the amount of such increase ’’ be sub- 
stituted. ° vee 


He said :— - 


: “My Lord, here I may say [am (siliecie the English Act and the 
Bombay Act il a notice by the landlord is quite sufficient The Bombay 
Act. follows the English Act, but the Caleatta Act makes @ great\d@eparture 
from them by requiring the landlord to submit a certificate from the Con- 
troller to the tenant. If any such certificate is necessary, a certified vopy of 
the previous order of the Controller ought to be sufficient. In_ the “Bombay 
Act and in the English Act no such certificate is necessary because there 
the procedure is laid down that where an increase is liable under the pro- 
visions of the Act, it is unnecessary to produce a certificate. fF think in 
Celeutta. too, it is unnecessary to increase the burdén of the Controller, and 
also of the landlord‘and tenant. ‘There are tenants and tenants and landlords 
and landlords, why put them to unnecessary expense, and trouble ? » I think 
a simple notice, say in Bengali, stating the amount of advance will be quite 
sufficient.” . 


The Hon’ble Manarajadhiraje Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, in this Case I Would welcome a little burden on the Controller, 
because it will have a healthy check on the landlord, and thprefore I am not 
prepared to accept the amendment, which, on the surface seems innocent, 
but which is certainly more in favour of the landlord than of the tenant.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


71. Motion No. 70 not being gered, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
- Pal Bahadur moved that for the “of his intention to increase thé 
rent, accompanied by a certifica en ‘the Controller fixing the standard 
rent ’’, in lines 5, 6 and 7 of clause®, the following be substituted, viz:— 


' which shall be oon by a copy of the Controller’s order fixing 
the standard rent in case of dispute ’’. 


He said :— 


. My Lord, a8 my prevjous anfendment eee not nai accepted, I hope 
this will be accepted. . It amply provides safeguards for the tenants also. 
In case of a dispute between the landlord and the tenant, the landlord will 
go to the Controller and get a certificate and show it to. the tenant,” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, I think our draft is more happily worded, and I do not od 
_ the ‘asta in ease of dispute’. I therefore oppose bi amendment.” sar ll 


The motion was tlien pat and lost. 
ADJOURNMENT. 


The Council was then’ adjourned ' to Tuesday, thé 13th ‘April, 190, at 
11 A.m. at Government House, Calcutta. Saisie: 
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The Calouttia Rent. Bilt, 1920. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 
THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. <: 


o. 4 a > 
The discussion-of the Amendments on the Calcutta Rent Bilk 1920, was 
resumed, : 


‘. Clause 9. 


. 72, The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan,Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the word ‘‘ person ’’ in line 1 of clause 9 (7) the word “‘ landlord ”’ be 
substituted. 


He said :— 
“ It will be seen in clause 9 it is stated ‘it shall ot be lawful for any 
Were! <i). as to require the payment of any fine,..... in addition 


Ao the rent ;’ and then in a subsequent sub-élause it is stated ‘that the sum 

will be recoverable by the tenant by whom it was made from the landlord. 
In one place it is ‘person,’ in another place it is ‘landlord.’ The ‘ person’ 
may mean broker or middleman or anybody, and in order to make jt uniform 
I suggest this amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 


_‘*My Lord, the reason that we have got ‘person’ quoted here is that 
we have also got to provide for the landlord's agent who may be receiving 
the premiums and therefore itis quite clear that ‘any person’ is the, proper 
wording and not ‘any landlord.’ The landlord may not in every: case collect 
his own rent ; he may have an agent.” ' ’ ; 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— 


“But, my Lord, it may be soffie other person besides the agent, and if the 
agent takes the premium the landlord will be respon@ible, so my amendment 
is quite harmless.” / 


The motion was then put and lost. 


a : 

73. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the word “‘ fifteenth ’’ in line 3 of the proviso to clause 9 (2)-the word 
* thirty-first ’’ be substituted. _ 

, ‘ . . : 
He said :— Ps 

“My Lord, the 31st of March is the end of the official year, and instead 
of the middle of the month, I think it would be more convenient to include 
the last day of the month, and I think that was also the original idea.” 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— _ 


“My Lord, some people’s memory, when it suits them, becomes very short. 
I think the Rai Bahadur forgets that_in the original Bill it was from the date 
of the commencement of the Act. When J agreed to the 10 per cent. increase 
I said that we must rope im a certain number of landlord# before the com- 


-mencement of the Act, and therefore I said the proper date should have 


been the 8th of March, the date that the Bill was published, but I also said that 
I was quite willing to put it at the 15th of March, the date of the introduction 
of the Bill in Council, and I think the Rai Bahadur agreed to my suggestion ; 
there is no question of the middle of the month or the end of the official year, 


‘ here therefore I carinot pogsibly accept this amendmett.” 


 ‘The.motion was then put and Jet? 


- 


RA 
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pXo ‘ ‘ 
74. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Baliadur moved that at 


the end of the clause’9 (2), proviso, the following be added, viz:— rea 
'““nor shall affect or apply to any payments made by way of brokerage, 
costs, lawyers’ fees or other incidental and necessary expenses *’. 


He said :— . 


e ¥ ! 

“My Lord, when the lease of a house is taken, brokerage and lawyers’ 
fees and other expenses are incurred. 1 do not think it is intended that when 
the premium is refunded, that all these costs which are incidental toa lease 
should be refunded ; these are expenses which are legitimately incurred and 
paid. _ I hope this suggestion will be considered.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


~My Lord, I think the Rai Bahadur is as well aware as anybody else 
thatyin cases of salami sometimes brokerage is included, and therefore we 
cannot possibly leave the word ‘brokerage’ in the way he desires. “As 
regards cosis.and lawyers’ fees, 1 take it that ordinarily these would mot be 
affected, but as regards other ‘incidental and necessary expenses’ it may 
mean anything ; therefore it is not possible for me to accept this.” 

4 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said -— 


“My Lord, I do not also think that this amendment is necessary, but my 
reasons are quite different from those: of the Hon’ble Member in charge. In 
view of clausé 9(Z) the sum which that clause prohibits from being realised 
will not include lawyers’ charges, brokerage or ‘other incidential avd 
necegsary charges ', this amendment is unnecessary.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadu? said -— 


“Then, I wish to withdraw my amendment, my Lord.” 


’ 


\ 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


75. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at the 


end of clause 9 (2), proviso, the following be added, viz:— 
_ “Provided further that a premium or any other like sum may. be 
y) , vequired to be pg respect of any pene not let for resi- 
_» dential, educational, charitable or public purposes ””. ae 


He said t—- 


“My Lord, I do not want to-say much on,the subject. It is well known 
that the -payment of salami or premium is an old and established custom in. . 
this country, and this matter. has mot been discussed here in: this Council: 
But I think itis practically the unanimous opinion of the three members who 
have Submitted notes of dissent to the Select Committee’s report that this 


practice should be allowed to continue.” | 


The Hon’ble Matfarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — sed 


“My Lord, the Rai Bahadur ‘discussed this question ad. nauseum in the 
Select Committee. Of course it is not for a member of Government to lose . 
his temper or use intemperate language, but I cannot help saying that this is 
a most wicked amendment. It will at once knock the bottom out of the 
clause regarding salami. I have never heard of salami being paid for — 
sakidebhint Robber, or for houses taken for charitabl® purposes, but it is only 
taken in the case of shops, and the very clags of houses for which salami is 


A 


ei haf 


ed . ‘ 
X i 
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paid, and which we want to protect we have put ina restriction of salamis for 
other kinds of houses: For ‘this reason I am unable to accept the amend- 


ment,” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said -— 


“T only beg to point out this: I donot know whether my amendment 
seemed clear or not to the Hon’ble Member. My amendment excludes 
residential, educational or charitable buildings, and does not imply that these 
should be included so far as salam? was concerned.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


76. Motion No. 75 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur moved that at the end of clause 9 (2), proviso, the following 
be added, viz:— . 
“ Provided further that this section shall not apply to premises other 
- than those occupied for residential, educational, charitable or 
public purposes and in respect of which a premium or a like 
sum is usually paid, but the amount of the premium or any 
' other like sum shall not exceed by more than ten per cent. 
the amount peor aid as premium or the like, but this 
does not exclude any voluntary payment of a premium or any 

other like sum ’’. 


‘ 


He said :— ' 

My Lord, I may mention that I*believe the amendment is clear ; it is not. 
shaded: that. salam# should be imposed on residental, educational, or- 
charitable institutions. It is merely in respect of business premises where: 
salamt has been paid for years past, and is subject to a maximum payment. 
of ten per cent. which is the maximum Which is dlso allowed in respect of 
rent. Some such provision is suggested here with.a view to enable the 
system which is now in vogue to continue, and against which there is no 
complaint whatever.’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said :— 


“My Lord, I would like to thank the’movet of this amendment for the / 
revelations ‘which he has voushsdtey = 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :—~ ; 


“Some people touch their noses like this, and some like that and that 
is what this amendment is ment to do. I do,not think that I mentioned 
anything in my speech on the previous amendment that the Rai Bahadur 
was going to apply his amendment to residential premises. I said that the 
Rai Bahadur’s intention was that salam7z should be levied for shops, and really 

.. this provision has been put in to protect shops, and for that reason I am | 
‘unable to accept this amendment.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 
’ Phe following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


\ j Clause 9 A. 


ry 
. 77. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan ,Pal’ Bahadur to move that after 
the word “ rent” in line 3 of clduse 9A the following be inserted, viz. :— 
_ -“Gn-respect of premises in which special alterations, accommodations, 
NaI rations, fittings, and repairs are made at the tenant’s 
~ requisition or ’’. r. 


— 3 ; : e 
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The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


78. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved \ 
that after the words ‘‘ which are ”’ in line 4 of clause 9A the following be 


inserted, viz:— . y 
‘* let out to tenants at will or tenants on very short terms or are”’. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P, Cc. Mitter said  aaneer ‘ " £ ‘ ’ 


‘Amendments Nos. 79, 80 and 81 relate to the same subject. My : 
amendment is No. 81, and is in some sense of a wider scope. I would ask ° 
Your Excellency's leave to move this amendment first.” 


The President said :— 


“Yes, I think that is so. I think the Hon’ble Member’s amendment has 
a wider Scope, and should therefore be moved first.’ oes : 

| ‘ .Y 

81. The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter moved that in clause 9A for the. 
words ‘‘ twenty years for the purposes of development either hy building or 
re-building, if the Controller is satisfied that such premises are band fide 
* vequired for such purposes,” in lines 5 to 8 the words “nine years” be 


substituted. 


He said :— : 5 


* “My Lord, I consider the proviso to be all-important. Having accepted 
the principles of the Bill, and the previbus clauses having been passed, we 
must keep in view the importance of allowing nothing, but the standard rent 
during tle continuance of the Act, and that:the proviso safeguards... With 
regard to the question of salami, that is a question which affects freedom 
of contractual rights between parties, but. when the question of freedom 
of contractual rights affects: the principles of the Act, then the freedom:of 
contract must give way to the principles of the Act, but if we have 9 years 
instead of 20 years, then we have three times the period the Act will remain 
in force, and when we safeguard the payment,—nothing’should be’paid, but 
the standard rent—during.the actual period the Act will remain. in force, 
I do not see how the principle will be affected. On the otbor hand, it is 
necessary to proyide in such a way that the development. of Cal a will not 
be’ retarded. Suppose there, is a landlord who has not got money to develop 
his property, and suppose an intending tenant has the money for that purpose. 
If the question merely be to add a‘storey to a two-storied house, the ténant - 
may be quite willing to take a lease for 9 or 10 years:and add another storey. 
The object of the Act will be safeguarded, and at the same time, the provision 
will be better from the point of view of the tenant and the landlord. .Om the 
other hand, if the clause stands as it has been drafted,’ then salam# will be 
acceptable only for the’purposes of building or rebuilding and so on. In. that 
case the landlord and the tenant will have in every. case to'go before the 


'. Gontroller, and where-it is only a question of pulling down.a house clause 9A 


will come into operation, and my submission is, it is not necessary to have the 
latcer portion of the first part of clause 9A so long as we have the proviso, we 


should not be interfered with.” 


The President said :-— EE ei sean 

_ “E-may'point out to the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur that © 
the amendment which stands in, his name (No. 8%) is practically covered by. 

. this amendment, so that the discussion on the two will take place now.” : 


\ j 
vin 


ot 


- 
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Mr. Phelps ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; The President, 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps Said Lance erica ee oa 1 AM bie Y est a 


, 


t+ Say Lord, I must. oppose this amendment. There .are other Ways of 
se ae ag sg properties than-merely by the adoption of .the rt of 
de: ing. salami, 1 myself have had a scheme}..and ..there..are other 
schemes. ayailable which will help owners of encumbered estates in a much 
better way than this.” | 


Tho Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan sai) — | 
-“T would just-like to: mention that the Hon'ble’ Raja Hrishikesh Laha 
has also got an amendment on ‘this subject. I do not know whether he 
Proposes to speak on it; in that case I might be able to speak at the end in 
reply to all these amendments.” oid A ei neta 


The President said -— seine son a a 


~The amendment standing in the name of the Hon’bla Raja Hrishikesh 


Laha is very much more restricted in its scope than the amendment now 
before the Council. The amendments of the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter and the 
Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, now under discussion, raise a much 
wider issue and I think we should take them separately.” ’ 


> ‘ 
The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan Baid:— 
“My Lotd, of course the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter in his reply will aecuse*meé 
of having broken a compact regarding the LO‘por cent. increase, but I do not 
think I-have done that ; but I think: he is distinctly breaking the compact 
which: he entered into in the Select Committee over ‘this. The idea of 
allowing any salami at all only came'into my head when we considéred that “ 
it would not be illogical to have a provision ‘for the development of properties 
which ought to be developed. I have not known of any instances of a man 
taking a lease for nine years, and developing or rebuilding the property and 
giving it back tothe landlord. The landlord generally gives these long leases 
for two reasons. »-First of all, to be saved from the bother .of having ‘to pull 
down his prémises and of rebuilding, and, secondly, because it also saves him 
from the constant notices that he may receive from the Corporation or the 
Trust or other public bodies. The object underlying this new clause is this, 
that we do not want to’be accused that in our desire to stop the levy of, any 
' 4 kind of premium by the landlord, even that in long leases, even when a land- 
lord is prepared to give long leases to-tenants to develop the property, we were 
debarring him from doing so under the provisions of this Act. I may point 
out that the proviso here has only been put in so that,we may keep to the 
principle. of a standard. rent, otherwise, really and truly in practice, this 
. proviso would be more an eyewash than anything else because in a lease for 
. 20 yéars or upwards, surely after three years, the question of “Standard rent. 
Dw .not arise. Moreover, another thing that remains to be seen is when 
the building or rebuilding is allowed: if a landlord choose to take the matter 
to court, whether or not this would really come under clause 24. For these 
reasons, and also for the reason that Government cannot be a party. to 
allowing any salam¢, excepting in the case of a very long lease, I am sorry 
_ I ‘have to oppose this motion, and I am surprised that the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter, 
_ who accepted it in the Select Committee, should now bring forward the. 
_ Guestion,of nine years. ~ fie ; 


; 








, 


si sll le AP i Matta ATEN 8S a 
( The Hon'ble Mr.P. 6. Mitter said:— = (sw lve ery 


. “My Lord, as regards the breach of compact mentioned by tlie\Hon'ble 
Member in charge, I am afraid my memory: dées not agree with his. The. 
only compact which was made was this :. the Hon'ble Member said that if — 
any one of us put. an amendment for an increase of 10 per cent he would 

. withdraw that 10 per cent. clause but he in his turn agreed to the 1st of ‘A ril 
1919 as the date for fixing the standard rent. In contravention of that 
ar Reva ae emg! in usharge _ mapas the motion of 

. elps. 8 regards this particular clause, so far as my, 4 
serves me, there was absolutely no compact. ' T drew "attouied TSF Ait. ; 
clause in my note of dissent. And I mee remind the Hon'ble Member that 
when the point was diseussed in the Select Committee I ‘said seven years 

- was quite enough. Mr. Payne said that. for development, purposes you do not 
ordinarily get a lease for less than 20 years. The position I took wp in the 
~ Select Committee was that we must safeguard the object of the Act so far as~ 
the payment of rent for 3 years is concerned, but save and except that I 
ileal opposed any modification of contract. But that is interference with — 
freedom of a différent position. After all the compact has nothing#te do with 
the particular matter we are discussing at the present moment. The question: 
is whether | have’ given reasons in support of my or oy To Yesterday 
‘during the coutse of discussion, I pointed out that i a dishonest landlord 
+ wanted to take salami he could do so in a round-abous way and the bill as” 
drafted could not touch him.’ 'T warned you“not tobe led away by mere appre- 
hensions and not Jét honest landlords suffer. My “Lord, 1 agree with my 
_ hon’ble freind opposite that pete do not ordinarily give long leases for 
development te - than 20 years and ere is the reason why I wish 
to delete the words ‘development purposes.’ In my limi experi 

Thave seen instances—a large number of instances—where Raa 

need.of: money and where his house would fetch Rs. 500 a month he would 

lease it out,for Rs. 300 and. charge Ra. 5,000 or so in-cash. In such a> case 

the premium is not objectionable. There the premium is only realizing 
, a portion of the rent in advance, That principle has been accepted in 

clause 15, Then why interfere with freedom of contract when thé necessity 
bd of the situation does not demand it ?” ees durgu vers 


The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result +> 
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. Sy 23 Dr. Abdulla-Al Mamun Suhrawardy. va 
eon ya je) Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
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tig Ayes being 71 and the Noes 23, ‘the motion vtop lost.’ 


“79.” “the Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha was to have sited that for the 
-word ‘‘ prenty ” in line 5 of clause 9A, the'word “‘‘ten ’* be substituted. 


He said :— etcitig alate 
: My Lord, T do not wish to press my sinetidment.” 
ailidiedenn was,-by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


, 80. ‘The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved 
that. re ‘the word “ twenty” in line 5 of clause 9A, the word “ten” be 
oe Hn 


_ The Presiaiat it said — 
a Amendment No. 80 is covered by the previous decision.” 
Sa, Tae motion was then deemed to bave been withdrawn. 
The following motion was, by leave oi the President, withdrawn :— 
82. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved 
‘that the words “ either by building or rebuilding, if the Controller 18 satis- 
= such premises are bond a Heqtfired for such purposes” in lines 6 to 
Of be om peor : 
Pee 2) ap 
83. tiem No. 82 wor bei aerial, the Hon'ble Rai Radha Sa 
Pal Baad. sored thatvafter the word “ rebuilding ” in line 6 of clause 
words “*. oes ” be konpated, : 
Fos ial: re mene i uals 
Me bits ‘ais? 4% 
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simply restricting one kind ‘of development. § have therefore sug, ithe © 

insertion of the words ‘or otherwise’ after the word ‘rebuilding,’ ” cae rete 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said: = 





“ My Lord, this is another way of getting at the amendment which the 
Hon'ble Rai Radha Mharan Pal Bahadur withdrew, namely, amendme 
No. 77. m the words ‘or otherwise’ cover ‘all’ as: well. Moreover, the 
object of this new clause 9A is 5 to allow premia in cases where the — 

landlords fre willing to ‘allow the tenants ‘long leases for. the purpose of 
development of fheir property and nothing else. It is only with t at object 
that the Government themselves put in this new clause and we cann accept 
this addition. I, therefore, oppose it.” a 


The motion was then put and lost. 


; i 
84. Motions Nos. 82 and 88 not being carried, the Hon'ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur moved thatthe words “ if the Controller is satisfied that 
such premises are ond file required for such purposes” in lines 6 ta 8 of 
clause 9A be omitted. ae Repos en. Nee 


He said :— 


“My Lord, we have, accepted the provision of the 20 years’ lease for the 
purpose of development either by building. or rebuilding. Is jit necessary, 
_therefore, ‘having regard to the long term of the lease in case all such pre- 
mises for the party again to incur the expense of going to. the Controller and 
obtaining his permission ?” deed Ab arte 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— } 
‘*My Lord, am not of course as Sanguine as my friend Mr. P. C. Mitter | 
about the honesty of landlords, but I think it is a very mecessary provision ° 
and I must insist on the maintenanee of this provision. I, therefore, oppose 
the amendment.” + 


The motion was then put and lost.:’ 


Clause 10. & 


th Sy Stolle: Mise PL: aethiansccnee EE et vee 6 of ‘teas 
10 (1) for the words ‘‘ be made so long as ’’ the following words, be, substi- 
tuted, viz:— get / 
“ be executed till after the expiry of three months’ from the date of 
such decree or order, provided gay ij 


FS ae 


a 
* 


He said :— ree eco 
“My Lord, my object in, moving this amendment is that. ‘the’ tenant, 
should have protection for a period of 3 months after a decree in ejectment is 
passed and not for, the full period during which, t © Act remains in foree., My 
reasons, my Lord, are these. First of all when #’ landlord wt oa eject a 
enant he will have to serve a month’s notice on the tenant aecordi 
pievailing custom in Calcutta; then he is to institute a suit pe Pater 
ordinarily it takes a fairly long time ‘in Small. Cause Court cases te et an. 
ejectment decree.. Now in the clause as it stands the tenant who is im the 
happy position of being in occupation of a particular premises will remai oe 
possession bf such premises or thé remaining portion of 3 years, that i ae 
period during which the Act is in force. But what about the’ less bh: 
rson who is not in occupation of a house ? “Supposing we have i00_ { 
bat “50. oe the 50 tenants who are in occupation of those 50 honse 





‘ do3 CRs ey ; 5 
ys , , he Ep oe Wk a A ig 
», - > 





1 ETI ES CTY wry " * 
» ee 


© PeTAYA] THE oALoUrTA GAuwrne, May 26 190. 555 








~~ The Caleutta: Rent Bill, 1920, 
foe | Mr, O Malley, 


1ave the good fortune of remaining in possossion of those houses and the 
other 50 tenants, who are not so fortunato, will have to go without an 


. houses. ‘It may be said that if we allow this provision the landlord will 


andirectly get some advantage; will perhaps +take a premiut or charge a 


Ai her rent, but are there not. provisions in the Act which will bring 
‘to book the landlord, if such a case is brought tolight ? The landlord may be 
dined Rs. 500 and there are various other provisions in the Act which ‘will 


stand in.the way of the landlord «from geting this indirect advantage. On 
8) fix 


‘the other hand, the standards rent i ed and the landlord cannot charge 


os more than the standard rent, but the tenaat, who is in actual 
eoccupat 


jon of a house, may take a bonus of Rs. 500 fromya sub-tenant, if he 

cares to sublet the house, while himself paying Rs. 200 to the landlord, and 
there is+nothing in the Act to prevent him from doing so. Is it the real 
Object of the Act? I do not for a'moment say that all landlords are honest 
that is whyd wanted to exclude that class of landlords who are respon- 
sible for the present state ef affairs. That is why I moved an amendment 
-yesterday which, if accepted, would not have extended the benefit of the Act 
to profiteering middlemen, but the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill did 
not accept my amendment, However, it does not lie in. the ‘mouth of my 
hon’ble friend to say that Iam very ‘optimistic ; 1 amnot at all optimistic. 


’ A largé number of persons have become Calcutta landlords who will try their 


’ Jevel best to avoid the provisions of this Act. ff there are among black sheep. 


7 


dandlords thera ‘are black sheep amongst tenants also: I foresee that a large 
nuuiber of houses willbe taken up by tenants of this class, who will take 
Short leases beeanse they know they cannot be turned out after that period, 
“and then sublet at a profit and thus the dond Jide tonants will suffer.°,On the 
~other hand, if my amendmefit be accepted, then the landlord will have a choice 
~of his tenant, but he will not be able to-add a nny tothe standard rent nor 
will he be able to get a bonus in addition, x em the subletting tenant or 
‘sub-tonant will got all these advantages. Now, my Lord! there is one word 
wumore and I have done. ; 

Is freedom of contract to be always treated as “a scrap of paper’ even 
when the negessities of the suitation dagaot demand it? Is it wisefor the 
Government to show this example of teeating freelom of contract as ‘a scrap 
of, paper ’ + be 4 . ’ 
“The Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley said :— 

“My Lord, the clause as it stands°bars the'courts from making an order 
-or decree forthe recovery of possession by the landlord 30 long as the tenant / 
pays standard rent and performs the conditions of the tenancy except in the 
“eases mentioned inthe proviso. The whole object of this clause is to give . 
security of tenure to the tenant. The Hon'ble Mr. Mitter’s amendment 
“would allow the court to pass, orders’ for recovery of possession, even if the 
@roper rent is paid, but would merely postpone the execution of the order— 
an other words, the @viction or ejectment of the tenant—for three months. He 
-is less liberal than the Rents’ Committee which proposed that an authority 
‘should be created which should have power to grant an extension to one year 
‘to tenants who admit that they are due,to leave their promises. Mr. Mitter 
would give nime months les$ than the Rents Committee and he is even more 
alliberal than some of the courts are.at present, for there are cases in which 
the -courts in” giving order for reedvery of possession have postponeil 
I for six months and ideres thet during ghose six months the tenant 
yshould’ continue to pay at the old) terms and not the largely enhanced rent 
‘demanded »by the landlord. I have before mo the teport of a case in the 


gers Cause Court, which appeared in the paporsiabout two months ago, in 
itd 


which a tenant had boen renting a house in Collin Street belonging toa 


“particular landl . for abont eight years and had during'that period, spent 


rabont Rs. 2,000, in” making’ improvemonts and alterations int ® premises. 


{ : hn ie 
i . . . 
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Now the ee a camntal him to vacate the house, on a month's “noti¢e. 
The tenant, through his lawyer offered to enhance the- rent from f Re. Pi 
to Rs, 150.per month. This, however, the landlord refused Aa aie ae 

he could realise far more than Rs. 150 for the premises. The learhed Jndee 
regretted hie inability to accept the terms “oftered by the tenant, but 

him six+months’ time in which to vacate the PraTRrers, a rent to be. att 

old rate of Rs. 80 a month, oy 


To allow the courts to pass orders for evi¢tion and’to suspend their nie 
cution for only three months would mean ‘putting the tenants again at the 
mercy of such landlords as are unscrapulons: and rapacious, | In practice it. 
would mean that the landlord could force the tenant to.agtee to the terms he 
chose to impose. The tenant would be in constant fear of being sued: in the: 

\ court, and this would serve as a lever*to get enhanced rent. ‘The whole 
object of this clause is to give the tenant security of tenare, to allow hinmrto _~ 
remain in possession so long as he pays rent and*does not contravene the terms ° 
of his tenancy, and this amendment would actually defeat that object. Wy 


Before F sit down I should like to say a few words as*regards a -miscon- 
ception, of the seope, of this Act on the part of Mr. Mitter. If t did not Ynis- 
understand him, he is under the impression that the tenant may take anythin; 
that he likes from asub-tenant, T may, however, refer him to the “definition e 
the word ‘landlord’ as given in the: Act. The word landlord includes a 
tenant who-sublets any premises and every person. from time to time deriving 
title under a landlord Soa tenant is himself a landlord in, relation to his 
sub-tenant, and the sub-tenants to whom "the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter referred are - 
already covered by the definition. J am, therefore, unable to accept the. 
amendment on behalf of Government.” : 


‘ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Pijeips said :— ames 


“My Lord, the Hon’ble Mr. 0’ Malley. has given a very mild specimen ie 
what is going on. I can give him another 8 ecimen. This is a case in which 
a man had rented a house for 18*years and had been in occupation for 15 
years. During that time he had at his own expense put in crazy china 
floors, electrified the house and added three rooms and three bathrooms. 
The rent went up from Rs. 180 to Rs. 300 a month: That man had paid. in 
rent no less than Rs. 44,000 besides the improvements he had effected out 
of his own pocket and then he got notices of ejectment unlees he paid 
Rs. 600 a month.” “e): 

2 oot 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said :— ‘ ; al 


“My Lord, my friend the Hon’ ble Mr. O'Malley has said that I am \Jecaiberal 
than the Rents Committee, but I beg to submit that a moment's consideration 
will show that it is not so. The Rents Committee was not in favour of a stand- 
ard rent. Now that the tenants have got the standard rent—it is a great cou- 
cession—it ‘is hardly logical to accept what is in favour of tenants and rejected 
disregard that part of the. Rents Committee's mendation which was not 
in favour of a large proportion of the tenants. it the position-of Government 
was that the Rents Committee’s recommendations were correct t would © 
have welcomed those recommendations, but a8 the Government think that 
their recommendations @re not correct, then it stands to reason that when 
we are giving the privilege. of standa “rent fo the tenants we shuld not 
quote their recommendations. In fact my recommendations are, not 
liberal i in favour of the tenants than those of ahe Rents Pe ea ayes 


te "which 3 
i Nowas: regards. the instance ofa, case in the Small u 
Mr. O'Malley has quoted, a moment yoann rhe ow 
‘which obtaitied at that time disappear as soon as the 
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law, / There the sole motive was’ to get the rent enhanced 
Rent Act is passed, the landlord is precluded from gethitig. ore Ren or 
than the standard rent. Therefore that is an instance which is hardly an 
_/ point, and the same remark applies to the observation of Mr.’Phelps. I have 
ten said and again! repeat that thére are many landlords who are very 
wecicue and also that there are many tenants who are distionest, but let not 
oh of honest tenants be made more diffieult.  1f my amendment. is 
accepted the position of honest tenants will be made easier bacause the land- 
lords, who will not be able toadd a penny more to the standard rent, will not 
ina hurry change his tenant unless there is good reason. for it. “My freind, 
Mr. O'Malley, has given reply to some of the observations I made in my.opening 
h. For example,what about the other 50 tenants who have’ no houses ? 
Tf we do not give a’chance'to those 50 tenants, where are they togo? The 
result of maintaining this clause wilt be that they will have to try either only 
new houses after stich houses are built, and there will be an unequal competi- 
tion for such houses. With every respect to my hon’ble freind I do not see 
eye to eye with him thvhis readingiof ithe definition of the landlord and tenant 
and the definition of standard rent. Iwill give this instance to my friend 
and he willprobably oblige me, with a reply at a later stage of the debate. 
_ Suppose A is the owner of'a house of which tho rent is Rs. 400, Bis the tenant 
“who has sub-let itto C for Rs. 500. As between A and B the landlord is A, 
the tenant is Band the standard rent is Rs. 400. But as betwéen B and sub- 
tenant ©, B is the landlord and C is the tenant and the standard rent is Rs. 500. 
* Now as regards © there is‘no standard rent when he brings in¥D. ° His’ posi- 
tion is just thé same as the position of the owner of a house who has never 
let out the house. Now if C has ever let out the house there is a-standard 
rent, but if C. has never let out the house he was free to let out the house at 
any rent he chooses, because in his case there is no standard rent. -If at a 
Subsequent stage of the proceedings my amendmerit whieh says that do not 
allow the landlords more than 64 per cent. on their outlaygfhen we will, have 
sol yed'the problem. I tried to bring'these facts to the notice of the Select 
Committee, but | am sorry that the attitude of Government was that any con- 
‘cession, however reasonable that may, be would be a concession granted to 
the rapacious landlords ignoring the fact that there are both honest landlords 
and dishonest landlords and honest tenants and dishonest tenants. I think 
“there is time yet for remedying the defects, and I hope Government will see 
‘its wisdom to accept it, because if’my amendment is accepted there need not 
“be so much bedting about the bush. I have tried to make the Act a fair and 
* just one both for landlords and tenants, and I hope Goverrtment will accept it 
1 the interest of the tenants who will go otherwise roofless.” 


= 


» ~The motion was then put and lost. 
~* 86, Motion No. AR not being carried, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitte 
moved that in line 6 of clause 10 (7) for the words “ be made so long as ” the 
« following words be substituted, viz :— st 
_ “be executed till after the expiry of six months from the date of 
5. such decree or order, provided ’’. 
é Pipe re a 





reg “T move my aniendment without a speech, the only difference between 
_ this amendment and the previoug--one being that here I have put in ‘six 
’ months’ in place of ‘three months’,” — 

SN el aig a aan . 
Ceebaak eda 1 oppess, the ‘atnendment ‘on behalf of Government on the 
w stion of principle and not of period: The pbject of Government is to give- 
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security of tenure to the tenant and that object would be defeated by: the 
amendment.” ; Rs 


» paged 
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The motion was then put and lost. 


87. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that . after 
the word ‘‘ tenancy ”’ in line 7 of clause 10 (1) the words ‘‘ consistent, with 
this Act or with any other law in force ’’ be inserted. Ho 


He said :— ae 


“My Lord, my amendment simply aims at the addition of a limiting : 
clause to the conditions of tenancy. Whatever conditions there may. | 


jn the agreement, they must be consistent with the Act’and that is the 
only argument I have to adduce in support of my motion.” “4 St. 


The Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley said .— ‘ 


* My Lord, I would deprecate the addition. of the words proposed as being 
unnecessary. Tho clause as it stands is clear: it provides, that the tenant. 
must pay rent to the extent allowable by this Act and perform the conditions 
of his tenancy. It would be superfluous to add that those conditions must 
not contravene éhe law ; in other words that they*must not be illegal. . If they 
are illegal they are null and voill. I, therefore, oppose the amandiaghe : 


ight yt 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— oh 
“My Lord, I beg leave to withdraw the amendment,”’ oat 
‘The motion was then. by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


88. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that ‘after 
the word ‘‘ ten ”’ in line 7 of clause 10 (7) the following be inserted, 
Vlg. — " f j Gy ts 
‘and does not sublet the premises or any part thereof to another 

person without the consent in writing of the person from whom 
e derives his title ’’. - ; 


He said :— 


‘My Lord, I think this amendment to be necessary. There is a large 
number of people who would like to have accommodation and if thé tenant, 
without the consent of the landlord, makes money by letting ouf the premises 
to another person, I don’t think it would be right. I think it would be in the 
interest of the bond fide tenant to make Some arrangement with the landlord. 
And, therefore, I think that this proviso should be added.” oe 


_ The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 


“My Lord, in'the first place I do not think the addition of these. words 
would be relevant with this clause, for here it is nota question as to whether | 
the landlord should have a right over his tenant if he sublets the mises, — 
It is a question of recovery of possession and really T am not able to follow 
why the landlord should be allowed 10 recover possession simpl ause 
the tenant has sublet the premises. Surely the tenant will not be able to ., 
sublet unless there is such a condition in the lease, and therefore it seems to = 
me, in the first place, that the amendment is irrelevant, and, secondly, if this - 
question had come in under the question of standard rent, we would haye 
been able to follow it. But here it seems to be not only unnecessary but — 
also, I really do not follow, why a tenant should not. be allowed. to sublet. 
Of Course tenants would not sublet in any case, unless there was a distinet 
permission to do so, in his lease. - Therefore I oppose the amendment. jee 

Pe J | r i fe TOR, hbk £0.83 9 fey, Be pay 


yt 


. 


q ( 


sf a: ee 
§ nay 1 @ remove 
’ die 


Pa pega oasis 
KL 18 


te as PE 





Toile aph gee 
Sef 








Aieigae  ye 

ot 8 eS OR er 

han red Wh as takes " 
Hk ge PS 7 









te 
an 


The Hon'ble Mr.-Ashraf Ali Khén Chaudhuri said — > , 


pore pen ee 7 Ter 


Sh + EON Ra SR RRR Be COTM, MRR SMR ma SG A ea wn t 
grins S das en ayer ap Fs ong oN co Re We Ss AU Aiea fy ry ' 
Am. S fal _ THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 26,1920 503 





Spray A 


een Ti | The Calcutta Rent Bilt, 1990. 
We ERG wise tcdaieh ps 
Mr, Ashraf Wi Khan Chaudhuri i Rat Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 


THR. Lord, T'do mot understand this amendment. What the Hon'ble 


- ‘osmaey ers ae 
. Member “wants is covered by clause 10 of this Act. After having paid’ for 


~ the house he becomes the landlord/and he can get the house for his own t 
ret, beige! to the Controller. Everybody likes to have his house wneeidusae 
ber: d. It is for this reason that this Act is being enacted in order to protect 

the tenant from the profiteers. I know of cases where the purchasors paid a 
high priee and ejected the former tenant in order to bring in tenants: who 
fore oppose this amendment.” 

~The motion was then put and lost. 
Saale aS aye j 
94. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that aft 
the proviso to clause 10 (1) “the following be inserted, viz:— Srna 


Would pay more. It is for this reason that we aro enacting this law. 1 there- 


- ™ 


“Provided further that if a tenant occupies any premises for less 
than three years from the date of the commencement of this 
Act or leaves the premises during the continuance of this Act 


Snot swithous being compelled thereto, ‘he chet heen for the rent 
Sn ia ea NEP ig Acer of three years or shall indemnify the , 


ek aie landlor against all losses and costs, ete. as the Controller may 


determine 


, 


‘Ho said i 


_ © “My Lord; thisis traly in the interests of the tenant as well as the owner 


wi ee Le ers 
+ of the: whole. pi 
- Propose to 


De 


of the property because as my hon’blo friend Mr. P. C. Mittér has gaid there 
are good tenants and bad tenants, good landlords and bad landlords, There 
are tenants, who are quite anxious to be bond Jide tenants for a long period not 
less than three years and if a tenant, who in the pretence of occupying the 
house for three years enters the house, and, after three or four months leaves 
the house, thon the bond fide tenant, who would live there for a long time, will - 
be practically shut out, “If such a proviso is insarted then that will obviate 


the difficulty, otherwise the tenants will not be liable for any Consequences and 


he may be quite able to shut ont other bond Jide tenants from the possession of 
the property. I think, therefore, that in the interest of both tenants and land- 
lords that this proviso should be inserted.” 
"The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said -— 
Lord, the amendment suggested by my -hon’ble friend Rai‘ Radha 


My 
sth Charan Pal Bahadur commends itself to my judgment for this reason. If 


you compel the landlord to retain a tenant for a period of three years, whe- 
ther the landlord wishes or not, it will be just.and reasonable that the land- 
lord should be assured of three years’ rent. «It is well known that in all. 
_Teases in the town of Calcutta for a term of, say, three years there is a clause 

to the effect that. on the expiry of the term of the lease the leasee will be 


bound to deliver up possession ‘to the’ lessor and that all rents for tho 


hole period Aon be. dap. He is bound to be answerable for the rent 
riod wheth 


er he oceupies or not.. He has no. option to 





the lease and say, ‘I have occupied it for one year and 1 do not 

occupy it for any further period : | go away and won't pay you _ 

rent,’ It does not lie in his mouth to say so because he will be 

rt law for the rent of the remaining two ‘years. Therefore I 

nk ym af ithe landlord is bound to retain the tenant for a period 

three years the tenant on his part should also be bound to pay the tandlord 
“rent for the full period of three years.” ie oe 
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‘The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said:— = 


bs ‘ My Lord, in all fairness I am anclited 3 support this amendment for 
this reason. As my hon'ble friend the, Rai Bahadur has just now isi 
if you are now taking away the right of the landlord for ejecting a tenant 
within eis years, it is quite fair that he should have the right that t! 
* house should not fall vacant within three years. I will justigiye an exam 
ang will try to illustrate my argnment. 1 have ,* house where 1 know that 
_ the present tenant will not live for more than’ three months. Knowing all 
* \ that T cannot turn him out before the expiry of three months and put in - 
another tenant who will-live here for more than three months. In the 
meantime, before the expiry of three months, the tenant who was willing to 
remain there for three years finds another house and goes there. After the 
expiry of three months I cannot. find another tenant to put him in the house 
and so my house remains yacant—it may be: for’ one.year or less, Therefore 
Tam rather inclined to support this amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps said :— 


“Tt is. difficulte for me—a simple man—always to. follow my hon’ble 
friend the Rai Bahadur in his subtérraneous argumengs, but it appears to me 
' that this, amendment would provide the landlords with leases gratis. I’must 
‘admire liis sense of humour.” ° Dubie. 73 ‘ 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 


_“ My Lord, I must candidly confess that the working of the minds of the 
Calcutta house owner has been a mos‘ wonderful revelation. Being a rural 
landlord myself, I can well appreciate the fear when some barristers goto » 
the mufassal from Calcutta and try to rouse the tenants against the capacity 
of the landlord and his ideas of abwabs. But, my Lord, the rapacity of 
Calcutta house owners beats hollow the eagerness of rural landlords to take ° 
abwabs. 1 am indeed very much surprised that Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan 
Chaudhuri, who is generally so intelligent over these matters and is able 
to grasp the underlying motive of the Rai Bahadur and those who advocate 
that policy in this Council, should shave been taken in. We are not 
legislating simply for one class of tenants who give leases. We have got to 
consider the tenants-at-will such as shop-keepers, and are we to be told that 
every tenant, whether he enters into a contract with the landlord or not, 
has got to stick there for three years whether he likes it or not ? My Lord, 
the whole proposition is mons‘rously unjust. You cannot possibly persuade 
or force a teriant to stay therefor three years if he does noty wish to, Of 
‘course if the lease is for three years and the tenant goes away after two 
years, that is a different roattor, hud if he has not got the power under the lease 
to sublet, that is a different matter. But when you have got 'tenent 

such as shop-keepers, are they to be forced to stay there for three full years 
because that will please the landlord? I-do not see at all the relevancy of | 
this, and I consider the wholt thing to be monstrously unjust, and thereligre 

T must oppose it very strongly.” - oy Pipe va 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— MMe ae Bet 
“My Lord, T have fully explained that it is’alto for the benefit of those 






‘ 
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tenants who want bond fide occupation of the 1ouse for a fixed period as 
provided in the Act, but there are tenants and tenants, and if they onee 
enter the house they shall have the right, whether there is agreement or no 
agreement, to stay there for three years, But if atenant occu eae 


for his own convenience and vacates it after two or three months and keep 
out, other iaitanie who would honestly live there for two or three Zeets eh ie 
_ the latter will be put at a disadvantage and my amendment seeks to prevent 
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this sort of things. If this is monstrous! just t hi i 
ptopale ReaNGabesty seas “ag ¥ unjust then everything which we 
; \The motiongwar then put. and lost, 
95. “The ‘Hon'ble Mr. ‘M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chandhuri mo 
; at the end of clause 10 (/). the following be inserted, vie fe =r 


~ “But no landlord shall be allowed to take possession for th pide 
ait _ of his own occupation or for the occupation of any pee for 
‘whose benefit the premises are held, if the house had never been 

~ used for the residence of the landlord i ; , 


He said :— ‘ 
“My Lord, it will be seen that by clause 10 the landlord can take posses- 
sion of a house if it is required for his own residence, This will be only a 
threat over the tenants and this threat will result in the enhancement of rent 
or some sort of agreement with the-tenant. If the landlord liad bouglit the 
house for the purpose of letting it out, what right he has got now to live in 
that House? He can get a similar house at a standard rent elsewhere, 
Why should you drive this man from the hospitable roof which you have 
-onee given him ? Just ¢ nsider yourself in the position of the tenant. — If 
you were in that fohition you would not ‘certainly like to be ousted, 
Because you have got a house you say, ‘I want to live there and you must 
vacate.’ Why did you not live there before? In the mufassal, my Lord, 
the zamindars in otr country cannot take away a single cottah, which 
is one-handredth part of an acre, from a tenant in a village if the 
land has been given to him and he hax lived there ‘for some time. The, 
Calcutta tenants are now more helpless ‘than, the poor agriculturists. They 
have made it théir home and they cannot find out any other place near about 
where to earn thwir living. The Calcutta landlords have found that out 
" and are trying to raise the rent simply because they have got nowhere else to 
goto. If a landlord is allowed to take possession of his own houses if it is 
required for ‘his residence, what. will happen is this. Every landlord. will 
‘set ap a Claim before the Controller and ask him to give possession of his 
*house. Perhaps he will be allowed to go and live in the house, but he will 
occapy, Say, One or two rooms and let out the whole house. Who is going io 
stop it? It is in one way a sort of ejectment andt his threat, will be quite 

_ enough for the landlords to get whatever rent they should like.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said -— . 


Tam sorry I) have. td. oppose ‘this aniendment, It seems to me that 
there is neither sense nor reason in what.my bon’ble friend Mr. Ashraf Ali 
has said. If the position for which my hon’ble friend contends be correct. 
then it comes to this: the tenaut practically acquires the right of occupancy 
which the tiller of the soil can acquire after 12 years. If ] require my house 

. for my own purposes, why should I not get it? J think reasons and common- 
’ ‘sense are in favour of the law as it has been drafted an! passed by “the 
Select Committee. I oppose this.amendment.” ; 


‘The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -— 


. “My Lord, I beg to.oppose this amendment. I avould simply say that 
_ the introdugtion of this amendment in the clause of the Bill will operate very 
harshly both on the landlords and the tenants. . If the learned mover reads 
~ the clause, he will find that the clause itself is drastic. The clause itself 
opens with the words ‘no order or decree for the recovery of possession of 
* any premises sliall be made so long aa the tenant pays rent.’ Now, therefore, 
if the landlord desires that he should take possession of any premises for ’ 
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~ certain purposes, I do not think that any law can prevent him from. doing so., 
It will be too much if the Act is stretched tothat length. It must be remem- 
bered that he is the owner of the house, and consequently. the tenant, and, 
I may go so far as to submit, or the State has any authority to control his 
wishes unless he appears to come within other definitions of the Bill, There- 
fore “it appears to me that this amendment is an extraordinary yone. It is an 
amendment which has been made for no purpose whatever, and it is desirable . 
that this amendment should not be pressed.” : : 


x 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:—- 


‘My Lord, it will probably bring a smile to the lips of the Rai: Bahadur 
when I get up and say that I Oppose this amendment, and my reasons for 
doing so are the following. In the first plaee, Mr, Ashraf Ali wants to limit 
the power of possession of the landlord to any house in which he has never - 
ved tavseclt and then he wants to go further and limit that power in respect 
of the occupation of the house by any person for whose benefit the premises 
are held. -Well, my Lord, I think ‘that there: is nu justification for givi 
such an extraordinary privileze to any tenant or tenants, because if we read. - 
the proviso to clause 10 we find that the landlord has got to satisfy the 
court as to why he wants totake the khas possession of his building. Now 
take the casé of a landlord—probably Mr. Ashraf Ali has not got a large 
family—who has a big family and who wants to give his grown-up ‘sons 

| houses for “occupation. Am [ to understand from Mr. Ashraf Ali that 
because the landlord has never occupied . one of these houses he will not be 
allowed to take possession of such a housé ? As a matter of fact, when. 
I objected to Raja HrishikeshALaha’s amendment, I ought to haye mentioned, » 

\ that to a certain extent the Raja Sahib has got protection under the Proviso. 
If he only reads these words—‘Yor whose benefit the premises are held, or 
where the landlord can- show any cause which may be deemed satisfactory 

' by the court,’ he will find that they would cover any member. of his family 
or any near relative. Howéver, to turn to Mr. Ashraf Ali, Ido not think 
there is any justification for-keeping the landlord out of the possession of his _ 
own property provided he can show bond fide reasons. to the court. Further, . 
he has metitioned a case in which he says that the landlord may get posses- - 
sion of a house and he may live in only one room of that house and. det out 
the remaining portion.. Of course, I agree that a wicked Jandlord may do” _ 
that, but in that case he would be only ousting a-tenant or tenants, but ther 
moment he adrfits other tenants, as long as this Act continues, they. will spill 4 

erive the benefit of the standard rent-and ‘other provisions. Therefore I do 

not think that any strong tase has been made out- by Mr. Ashraf Alito deprive - 

‘ the landlord of getting possession of ‘his house. For that reason I am unable 
tqaccept the amendment.” gi a 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said:-— | ona 
“IT would first answer my hon’ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 5 


He seems to think that because it is his house he can do anything he likes | 
with it. But allow me to remind him that you cannot do anything with your 
own house after this Act is passed. You cannot. increase the rent and_ you. 
‘know what will be the consequence of doing so, When he knows that the _ 
Act is going to be passa, I do not know how he could have said that. i inaee 
The only ground for which Tain pressing is this: that there will be > 
plenty of landlords coming forward who will sy it they wanted the — . 
_ house for their own occupation and that will go ag what we are trying _ 
to stop. I ‘have already explained my grounds when I moved my amendment 
and it is no use repeating them a cane MOMS ey ns ME A Cia Fie ite se 
The motion was then put and lost. 
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The President said :— 
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The President ; 4. K.Mr. F. ‘aal-wl-Hag. 


‘4 Amendment No. 96 is consequential upon 91.” 
The following motion was then deemed to have been withdrawn ;— 
96. If motion No. 91 be carried, the Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha to 


move that in lines 2 and 3 of clause 10 (1a), after the words “ for his own » 


occupation *’ the words “ or for the occupation of any member of his family 
or his employé ”’ be inserted. ig 


97. The Hon’ble Mt. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri moved that in 


line 4 of clause 10 (1a), after the words “are held the following be 


inserted, viz :— 

_» “or for the purposes of building ‘and re-building ’’, 
He said :— ~ ; : 

pest My Lord, as the Bill is drafted at present, it will be seen from clayse 
10({1a) that there is no provision for giving the tenant the right of re-entering 


a house the khas. possession of which is taken by the landlord for the purp ses 
of building or rebuilding. ‘Che object of my amendment is to give that right 


to tite tenant. This matter was discussed in Select Committee, and my .’ 


hon’ble friend Mr. P. C. Mitter’s argument against it was that if a, house 
was taken for,the purpose of: building then you would have to get out a plan 


. from the Municipality and that meant a good long time, say six months, If * 


my amendment is accepted, then the tenant will have a right of re-entry after 
six monthsand the landlord will not be able to let it out to somebody else. 
What I’wish to lay before the Couneil is this. A landlord takes the khas 
possession of a house for the purpose of building, and then he will go on in 
a dilatory way and perhaps his plan will never come out from the munivipal 
office in another three months. Since in principle we are all agreed that if 
a house is required for residential purposes and if it is not used for that, 
purpose, the house must go back to the former tenant, I think it is only fair 


_ that in respect of houses the khas possession of which is taken by the 
- landlord for the purposes. of building or rebuilding, the former tenants 


3 amendment ought to be accepted. ” 


should have a right of re-entry. 


With these words, I beg to commend the amendment to the acceptance 
of the “Council.” » : 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq said :-— 


_“My.Lord, I support this amendufent, and Ido so on these grounds, that 
it seems to me that the inclusion of these words makes the circumstances 
complete, and in accordance with the proviso, that is to say, the circum- 
stances under which the landlord can recover possession of certain premises. 
Lhe proviso states these circumstances,,and as | understand this clause, it . 
is meant to be a protection on behalf of the tenant against, any misuse of this 
proviso. It will. prevent the landlord from getting round the provision, and 
it.will work for the benefit. of both tenant and landlord. If the landlord ‘is 


- allowed to.get back the premises on the ground that he requires the house 
- for his own residence or, for any member of his family’; it stands to reason 
‘that if he takes possession of the house on the ground. of building or 


rebuilding, the tenant should also have the similar right. of re-entry. Tbe 
only argument that can possibly be advanced against this is what has been 
referred toby the Hon'ble. Mr. Ashraf Ali. I would only add that as 


regards getting the plan from the Municipal office, the landlord ought to try 
and get the. plan. beforehand, and. then try to get rid of his tenant. But if 


this. provision is not added, the landlord will try to get. round this proyision 


against which there seems to be no remedy. For this reason I think this 


‘ 
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Mr. P. U. Mitter ; Maharajadhiraja: Bahadur »f Burdwan ; Mr. Ashraf Ali 
is Khan Chaudhuri. * 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said -— ‘ae Pid 


* My Lord, I will first deal with the objection’ which is more or less in 
the, nature of a: drafting objection. If, my hon’ble. friend's amendment is 
accepted, and if the nature of the building or rebuilding be such that it can 
be finished at an early date, finished within six months, then surely, my- 
friend does not mean that the old tenant will go and oeeupy the building at. 
the same rent after improvement and development. Suppose a second storey 
be added, and if itis given to a good contractor it can be added within 
three months’ time. If my hon’ble friend’s amendment be accepted, 
the tenant will comé and say to the. landlord ‘well, you have no doubt 
spent Rs. 20,000 om the “house, bat you must allow me ‘to live there at 
the old rent.’ It is surely unnecessary to dilate on this.. What usually 
happens is this. . Perhaps my hon'ble friends Mr, Ashraf Ali and:Mr. Haq 
’ are not aware ofthe fact that solong’as you do not pull down a_building, 

you are not allowed to show, on your site plan, the exact position on which 
you want to rebuild, and I hope Mr. Gurner ‘will bear me out inthis. The 
Corporation very rightly insists on it. and they have been insisting on it 
for the last few years. That being so, it takes a little time after one*gets 
possesgion to demolish the house and then submit the plan. Those who have’ 
‘ anything todo with these matters know that architects take some little time to 
make plans, and if there is anything wrong in the drawing, the chances are 


* " r a 
biegeS apt 


that the plan is returned, and tha: also takes some little time. If ygu want to. . 


have an amendment which my hon’ble friend Mr. Ashraf Ali is anxious to 
have here, tien the landlord will be bound to release his house under the old 
conditions. That is to say. even after demolition and rebuilding he cannot get: 
anything more than the standard rent. I therefore oppose this amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Banadur of Burdwan said :— 


‘My Lord, the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter has very fully explained the difficul- 
ties with regard to getting a plan sanctioned by the Corporation, and. ] may 
say that this matter was goné into very thoroughly in the Select Committee. 
The reason that Government did not put in these words was that. in the 
first place Government thought as Mr, Mitter has pointed out, that. it would 
not really benefit the tenant to have to wait a long time for the plan to be 
sanctioned so that he could get re-entry, for by that time he would have got 
other places to get into. Secondly, if we were to allow the landlord's demand, 
of course it would not 86 much arise in connection with the question of bui}d- 
ing as-of rebuilding—if we were to allow the right of rebuilding it may be quite 
possible that when the house is rebuilt it may be built in flats, and it may 

not be for the ‘same class of tenants. Therefore taking evérything into 
consideration,.we came to the conclusion that we should not,allow the right 
of re-entry to tenants under this clause. For these reasons T am unable to 
accept the amendment.” Sab iray 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :--~ 


“My Lord, I am ‘constrained to say that the Government have not been 
able to grasp the import of my meaning. Government are trying hard to 
protect the interest of the tenant. But in thig ‘instande I do- not understand 
why the Governmiént do not see eye to eye with me. There is nothing in this 
Act to prevent the landlord from applying tothe Controller for the purposes 
of building or rebuilding. He has only to apply in order to got permission. 
He has not got to show his plans of estimates or anything. Is theré any- 

thing in this Acti show that if the landlord lets out. hw house without | 
building or rebuilding to another tenant, the’ old tenant can come in? Tf. 
the landlord gets back the house for some other reason, the old ténant of 


_. course can come in again. TI do not think there is any provision in the» Act otf 


_« 
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; under which a tenant come in again if the landlord has let out his house after 
taking khas possession .of it.- The Hon'ble Mr. Mitter has said that it is only 


a drafting mistake. _ Ifthe accepts the principle of my amendment and thinks 
that the wording might be improved, is it too much to ask him to suggest a 
better wording? I appeal to the Council in the name of the tenants that 
some such amendment as the one [ have proposed should come in here,” 
bo motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result. :— 


/ 


ye _ Aya—e. eee N es—29. 
The Hon'ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabutty. Tie Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.LE., O81. 
Brexgy tet eg * ~Mahendra’Nath Ray, c..x. » sw Mr. J. G. Cumming, o8.1.. ce, | 
We es » - Akhil Chandra Datta. m oy» Sir Bijay Chand) Mahtab, — k.c.8,1,,. 


: Maulvi A. K. Fazl-tl-Haq, . K.0.1.Ey LGM, Maharajadhiraj 
i ‘ | Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. Bahadar of. eaves: ? _ 


M Y Baba Kishori Mohan Chaudhari. s “ Mr HL, Stephenson, 0.8.1., cle, s 


” " Mr. W, W, Hornell, c.1.8. 
= < Bir C._ J. Stexenson.Moore, K.C LE., 


4 . .V.0, 
a Mr. 8. W. Goode. 
% ; a o Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin-ul-Islam. 
aed - ;, ‘< Major-Gencral W. H. B. Robinson, cip., 
‘ ; , LMS. 
’ r ‘¢ Mr, J. F. Monahan, 
Lean ‘ - bd y Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.1.8, 


“ ~ Mr. Gurner, 
ay | Wea Khan Sahib Aman Ali, 
Ho 5 Mr. L. 8. 8. O'Malley, c.t.e¢ 
se ms Mr. M. C. MoAlpin, 
HEA Yt Mr. A. Marr. 
‘ wi i Mr. F. A. A, Cowley, o..e. 
ee Mr.G.N, Roy. | 
+ pe Mr. Rv M. Watson Smyth. 
+ As Babu Sib Narayan Mukharji. 
a : * a ‘y, Surendra Nath Ray. 
¥ ‘ + i» Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kr, 
és - Raja Hrishikesh Laha, co... 


% Fs Kumar 8hib Shekhares war mi 
gone js Ri Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri, 
R re a Mr. P. C, Mitter, oun, 
4 a Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur, 


fe = Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
Py is Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


‘The following member abstained from voting :— 
..The Hon’ble Mr.. W. H. Phelps. 


The following members were’ absent :— 


The Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 
i * Mr. Altaf Ali, 
a « .’, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 
‘i me, Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. / 
re ». Mr. Aminur Rahman. é 
” i Mr, Hindley. ° 
‘% ‘i Mi, Arun Chandra Singha. 
%. >, Dr. Abdulla-al Maman Suhrawardy. 
et 3 Maulvi Abul Kasem. i 
pik (eta Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, KiC.8.1,, 
- K.C.Y.0. ‘ 
portage Sar Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, K7., c.1.x, 
oy o* 4," Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.1.8, 
ice) Mr. GA: Bayley: 
MCs thas eee Travers. ; 
Nee eee ee | oo heart. §) 72 " 
, wake Na * . fy ”* ohh 
fae wis «cs Me Bioktged. |” : 
"Phe “Ayes Being 6 and’ the Noes 29, the motion was lost. 
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; Mr. Ashraf. Alii Khan Chaudhuri ; 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. : 


98. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Babadur moved that at the 
end of clavse 10 (1a), the following be inserted, viz:— Sea ae 
“provided he agrees to occupy and pay rent for the rest of the period 
of the continuance of this Act, and, if he leaves earlier, to 
indemnify the landlord against all losses and costs as’ may be. 

determined by the Controller fa “iy 











~ 


He said :— 

“ My Lord, I,may point out that here in this clause the tenant is given the 
right of re-entry. We have agreed to that. “But it may so happen that the 
tenant takes.a house for two months and then wants to -continue: for some 
time longer. 1 think that in the interest of a large body of tond’ fide tenants 
ie proviso should be inserted. I do not know whether this amendment’ will 
ye accepted. I may point out however that this amendment ik not for the 
increase of rent or for possession by landlord. ‘his is iptended for a class +of 
people who miglrt want the house for a long period.”’ rats ° 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— 


“My Lord, this is practically the same as amendment 94 which I opposed, 
and I have nothing further toadd. I oppose this amendment. too for the same 


reason.” 
. ‘ ‘ 
‘The motion was then put and lost. 


"99. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after 


Clause 10 (7a), the following be added, viz :— 


“ (1b) Wherever the landlord recovers possession on the ground that 
the premises are required for bvilding or re-building, the 
tenant shall have a right of re-entry if the premises are let'to 
any other tenant within six months from the date of recovery 
-of possession without the addition of any substantial building, 
or without ‘substantial re-building, as the case may be*’. . 


He said :— 
“My Lord, it is not necessary to say much. The discussion on amend- 


ment No. 97 shows that this addition is necessary. Of course, re-entry is 


[Parr IVA 


\ 


provided under another clause, but there is nothing here. The wording of» . 


my amendment will. I am sure, meet the Hon'ble Mr.-Mitter’s objection. It 
is not enough to say that the landlord will noi charge more than the standard 
rent. He should also have his right of re-entry if there has been no addi- 
tion or alteration in the building within six months.” ’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :-— o 


“My Lord, I am glad that the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
has moved this amendment: This will meet the drafting objection for which, 
I think, my amendment was ' not accepted. Now that that defect has been 


. removed by this. amendment, I hope it will he-accepted. Otherwise, let me 


warn the Council once more that if once the house is:taken into the khas. 
possession of the landlord, he will let it out to another tenant and the old 
tenant will not have his.right of re-entry. If this is not accepted this Act 
will hardly have the effect. intended for it.” we" 


The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq said:-— 4 


~ “My Lord, I need rede f say that I heartily support this amendment. 
I listened very attentively to the reply: given’ by the Hon’ble Member in 
ha to the Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali’s amendment and I confess that I 
failed 1 to be convinced by his reasoning. Briefly stated, the landlord. can 


get possession of certain premises on the ground that he requires it for his 
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Maulvi Pazl-ul-Hag ; Rai R. ©) Pal Bahadur : Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of. 
é $ Burdwan ; Babu K. M. Chaudhuri. , 








tenant to deposit rent within a reasonable period. I theref 
amend ment aot behalf of Government.” , cigs oa, iran ™ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazi-ul-Haq said :-— 
“My Lord, I do not press the amendment.” 
. The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


= 20K - The Hin be Bai Radhe Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
e wor month by month ”’ in lines 5 and 6 of clause 10 the follow- 
ing be substituted, viz:— 1 aad 


“im the first week of each succeeding month for which the rent will 
Fass ; ue ’”. 


He said :— 


““My Lord, as I have already said, there are poor house-owners who live 
upon.the income of their small holdings month by month. As. I understand 
that payment may be made on the 30th of the next month, the owners of these 
small houses, who live upon the income of their houses, will experience great 
difficulty in making both ends meet.’ There is a large number of such small 
proprietors and it seems to me reasonable to ask the tenants to pay up their 
rents within the first week of the next month.” en 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :~ 


‘My Lord, I may have something to say with regard tothe next amend- 


* ment to be moved by Babu Kishori Mohan Chandhuni, but with regard to this 


amendment I am sorry I am unable to accept it, as I think- that payment 
within the first week of each succeeding month might mean some*hardship 
to the tenant.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


- 104. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for 
the last two lines of clause 10 (4), the following be substituted, viz:—- 


‘* the said premises, and also unless he ‘pays rent due by him to the 
full extent allowable by this Act within the time limited by 
the terms of his contract with his,landlord or, in the absence 
of any such contract, within the 15th day of the month next 
following that for which rent is payable ’’. ; . 


He said :— " 
“My Lord, this amendment is a compromise between the two views. 1 


think a fortnight’s time would be convenient to payers as well’ as to the 


payees and up to the 15th day of the month next following that for which 
the rent is payable time’ may be allowed. In this view I suggest my 
amendment for the acceptance of the Council.” > 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


*My,Lord, 1 am willing to accept this amendment with certain modifica- 
tions. ; If the hon’ble mover would aceept the following.wording I would be 
willing toaccept it on behalf of Government :—‘the said premises, and also 
unless he pays the rent due by him td the full extent allowable by this Act 


within the time fixed in the contract with his landlord or, in the absence of 


any such contract, by the 15th day of the month next following that for which 


the rent is payable.” 
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The Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— — 
‘My Lord, I accept the modification.” 
The motion was then put in the following form and agreed to :— " 


_ “That for the last two lines of clause 10)(#), the following be substituted, 
viz :— , : 


_, Phe said premises, and also unless*he pays the rent due by him to the 
full extent allowable by this Act within the time fixed in the contract with 
‘his landlord or, in the absence of any such contract, by the 15th day of the 
month neat following that for which the rent is payable.” sa 
105. The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Faz]-ul-Haq moved that,after clause 

10 (4) the following be added, viz:— 


(5) Where the landlord satisfies the Controller that a tenant is 
a habitual defaulter, or for any sufficient cause, the landlord may apply to 
the Controller for a certificate that the tenant has rendered himself liable 
to summary ejectment. 


(6) The landlord may then, without prejudice to any other remedies 
open to him, bring’a suit, in the Court where such a suit would ordinarily lie, 
for the ejectment of the tenant after having filed the certificate of the 
Controller mentioned ,in sub-section (5) along with the plaint. 


~. (7) The Court may suspend passing a decree for ejectment, if the tenant . 
deposits in Court, for payment to the landlord, an amount not exceeding 
six months’ rent ’’. 2 


He said :— 


“My Lord: the amendment I beg to move now is for the benefit of the 
landlord and is directed against that class of tenants who cause a good deal 
of inconvenience to landlords by becoming habitual defaulters. 1 will make 
a frank confession that this amendment has been suggested’ by a matter of 
personal inconvenience. I have a tenant who has been giving me a lot of 
trouble. I thought that a provision of this character should le made in the 
Bill to guard against the inconvenience felt by landlords on account of tenants 
who are habitual defaulters., I submit this amendment without any comment , 
for the consideration of this Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :— 


“My Lord, it is not clear whether the amendment moved by“the Hon'ble 
Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq is to benefit the landlord or the tenant, As a matter of . 
fact, this amendment is really unnecessary because we have a provision already 
in the Bill. The Hon’ble Member seems to be under a misconception, 
the Controller is a Controller of rents and his principal duty is to ascertain 
the standard rent. Whether a tenant should be summarily, ejected or not 
must be determined by the court and not thie Controller.. We have it already 

* in the Bill that the tenant will not get the benefit, of section 10 unless he pays 
the.rent month by month and that section gives a disgretion to the Court to 
allow. the landlord recovery: of possession where he can show arly cause which 
may be deemed. satisfactory. by the Court. The aniendment sets up the 
Controller a##an intermediary between the landlord and the Court, and the 
procedure will be moré cumbrous.' The Act provides a simple. procedure. 
On this ground I oppose the amendments’ : “ 


The Hon’ble MaulviFaziul-Haqsaid:— 
“My Lord, I beg leaye to withdraw the ameadment:” © 
‘The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. bi 


be writ acre 
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_ The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn. hon 

+ 106. The-Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahad oe 
end of clause 10 (4), the following be added, viz = ne te ee 
mao ai (5) No sub-tenant shall be entitled to the benefit of this section ie ia 

Me aes unless sub-lease was in conformity with the terms of the vig 
lease and has been recognised by the landlord ’’, tae 

» 107.5 The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray t that rec a 

‘ 10.the following be inserted, viz -— toon peareny see Oia oa 
“40A. The Controller may on application made to him by the land- Coutrol of | 


lord'or by any other person wanting accommodation in Calcutta require *ecmmodation, > 
, any tenant to vacate any premises or part of ‘a premises on the ground that 





such premises or part of the premises are not essentially necessary for his ; ‘se 
requirements and on non-compliance on the part of the tenant, may eject a Ate 4 
him on the expiry of one month from the date when a notice has been served } 
i. writing on him: 4 


of any premises the Controller shall take due account of the social usage and 
custom of the class to which the tenant belongs: 


Provided also that in the case of any other person than the landlord such 


procedure shall be adopted only when one month’s proportionate share of ae 
rent has been deposited: 


oe The Controller shall determine the amount of rent to be paid for each ja 
are’. pe 


Provided also that in ‘requiring a tenant to vacate any premises or part 


Ab Lai irks 


New Clause 10B. 


108. The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved that after clause Persons not to wich 
10 the following be inserted, viz:— be ejected aed 

‘“40B. No person shall during the continuance of this Act be ejected Aciulsition Ata Tty 
from any premises which may have been or shall be required under the pro- © rey 
visions of\ the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, or the Calcutta Improvement “4 
Act, 1911, or the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899, and which is not actually 
necessary for the purposes of the improvement unless an equivalent accom- 
modation has been provided for him ’’. 


‘He said :— bay | 


/ 

“My Lord, as I have already said-on a previous motion the Bill being an Re | 
emergency measure, must be treated as such and it is our bounden duty to see 3 
that for the-temporary period for which the Bill is intended to be in foree the’ + ie 
evil is not accentuated. The Report. of the Rent Commission appointed by a 
Government has clearly demonstrated the fact that much of the present evil 
‘is due to the action of the Improvement Trust first in not making any proper 

_ scheme for the population they have displaced and, secondly, generally increas- - 
ed land values by @lling surplus land al an enormous profit. We are now ha 
, told that the Seerursvett Trust is now going to make some scheme of the 


_ kind and that Tor that purpose they are going to acquire lands at Maniktolla 
and Cossipore-Chitpur. We heard before of some housing schemes under- ' re 
_ taken by the Improveiment Trust and understand that some years ago they P| 
actually built some houses in the Maniktolla quarter of the town to house the on 
‘bustee people and the poor middle class. It is a fact, however, that they have : 


“not been successful and certainly the accommodation was quite inadequate for 
_ the present requirements of the city. T am not sure when the housing 
schemes of the Improvement,Trust will take shape or what shape it will take, — 
a ep Reo m 
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but it is evident that people will be displaced from their homes ‘not’ only by 
the housing schemes but also by the general operation ofthe Trust for the, — 
Improvement of Calcutta. The present amendment is intended a8,a measure 

to safeguard, in however small a degree as possible, against the accentuation — 
of the evil. It will not prevent the Trust from proceeding with any legiti- 
mate and desirable project or even to acquine, on the guise of that purpose, 
surplus lands to sell at a profit, but simply requires the Trust to make 
proper accommodation for the people displaced—an obligation which the 
Trust has so far failed to comply. y ‘ ne 


As regards the extension of that principle to the cases of ¢ ulsory - 
expropriation of other kinds under the Land Acquisition Act or the Ga lcutta 
Municipal Act it may be pointed out that it is undesirable, in view of the 

present state of affairs, to. compel people to vacate their houses when they — 
have no place to go to.” ‘4 ~ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :— 


_ My Lord, I support this amendment... The Improvement. Trust is one 
of the culprits for whose action this Rent Act,is being passed. The Trust 
takes more land than is required for opening out a new road and after the 
street is completed disposes of the surplus land on both sides.of the road at 
a great profit. Take, for instance, the Central Avenue. -Here the Improve- 
ment ‘Trust without providing any place beforehand for the accommodation of 
the ovcupants of the houses which have been acquired turned the tenants 
out of their houses. It was also pointed out in the public press that if. 
would have been better for the people of Calcutta if the Improvement Trust 
had opened out roads in the suburbs and improved the sanitary conditions. 
there before they took up the work of opening out new roads“in-the heart of 
the city and of demolishing houses without providing for new houses 

— {ht 


elsewhere, For this reason I support this amendment.” | 1 
- 


~ - 
The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said .— 


Aa, My Lord, I have great pleasure in supporting this amendment for the 
reasdns which have been adduced by the: hon’ble mover and by the preced- 
ing speaker,” seit 


. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said :-— 


__ “My Lord, T also support this amendment. Whether the Improvement 
Trust is or is not one of the culprits for whose delinquency this Act is 
rendered necessary, there is a good deal of truth in. the argument that the — 
operations of the Trust have been conducted in sueh a manner that accom- 
modation in Calcutta has become very insufficient and has rendered among ~ 

. other causes a considerable rise in yént. I realise that the practical effect 
of the acceptance of this amendment will be that the op@ration of the Trust , 
will have to be postponed for the period this Act’ is in’ force. That pe 
is _a possible difficulty, but I think some way could bé found out of the ~ 
diffisulty by providing accommodation for such persons as may be ejected by ~~ 
the operations of the Trusf Government ought to find out, some, for. 
helping people in securing’ suituble accommodation. I can see. ah ea ‘ 
but T should. think that the difficulty is not of an unsurmountable ¢ pin 
at any rate it is only fair till normal conditions are restored that there should 
not be any further disturbance of the conditions that are prevailing in the © 
city either by the operations, of the Land Acquisition Act or-the Oa 
Improvement Act. For these reasons I support the amendment.”: _ ean 
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_ ‘The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -— 


Sa “My Se nate i 

~My Lord, I beg to support this amendment. It needs discussi 
as the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act of 1891 go. Aniioenian hee 
a right to acquire lands under this Act. or other cognate Acts, but there is no 
doubt. that the. present state of things, according to the opinion of many, is 
due/to the acquisition of land by the Improvement Trust and the obvions 
result is the increase of rent in Calcutta. Now if Government enact a law 
like the. ut Law of Calcutta, it is necessary that further steps should be 
taken to prohibit the continuation of further increase of rent. Now if ths 
fact be that the Improvement ‘Trust is ‘Tesponsible to a certain extent for 
this state of thi 8, 18 it good argument to say that the Improvement Trust 
will be allowed Wecatinns to acquire further lands? That demands a consi- 
deration of Government because we do not wish to havea similar Act here= 
after for the purpose of restricting the rent. £ 


Let us take another aspect -of the question. If the Land Acquisition 
authorities are allowed to acquiré: lands the obvious result would be that 
many peoplé will have to vacate their houses and lands, and what will be the 
state of things? That ‘is the same state of things, of which we are now 
complaining will come back again ; therefore this amendment demands the 
serious consideration of Government. Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq has brought to 
‘your notice that it will be a check to the Improvement Trust to acquire 
further lands. Probably that would be the result, but if the Rent Act is 
passed Government should take steps to improve house accommodation m 
Calcutta, for that is the chief reason for the rise in rent, and then go on 
with the work of the Trust. I, therefore, have’ great pleasure in supporting 
this amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said -— 


» “My Lord, I welcome the opportunity of defending the Improvement 
Trust. [am a whole-hearted admirer of the Improvement Trust and of what 
they have done in Calcutta. This amendment seoms 'o me to rouse an old 
hornet’s nest quite’ unnecessavily. I am myself one of the critics of the 
Improvement Trust, but I am not an enemy of the Improvement Trust, and 
it affords me much pleasure to defend the Trust: on this occasion. My reason 
for criticising the Improvement Trust as regards the rent, as mentioned in 
the Rent Committee, was that the Improvement Trust was too indiserimi- 
nate in the public auctioning of lands that came-in their possession without 
imposing upon the purchaser any necessity of building a house on that land, 


and by so‘doing they set an examplo of raising the land values’ in Calcutta. 


In that particular respect the Improvement Trust did considerable damage 
to the interest of Calcutta, but that is a more side issue which does not affect, 
the general policy of the Act under which the Improvement Trust goes to 
work. That is merely a sido issue and because | Suggested: this criticism in 
the Rents Committée, I got attached to myself a considerable degree of odium 
which was quite unearned and unnecessary, but this hornet’s nest that has 
been raised by this ndment is very dangerous to the interest of the 
Improvement, Trust but advantageous to the tenants of Calcutta. I think if 
the amendment were carried it would impede the legitimate work of the 


' Improvement Trust and for that reason I oppose it.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Goode said:— 

“My Lord, the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps in mentioning the, activities of the 
provement t has rightly said that the amendment which is now 
J ‘ocean lil raise in a new form the old antagonism to. the 


4 
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suspicion with which the work of the Trust. was origin ally: Sequedahyst ad, have: 
now largely subsided so far as the ordinary rate-payer in Calcutta is = 
cerned. | think itis now fairly generally agreed that the ordinary citizen of 
Calcutta regards the operations of the Trast as beneficial not ‘murely to the — 
wealthier inhabitants of the city but also to those | corer citizens whose living 
conditions are so deplorable. I suggest therefore that it was unfortunate: — 
that, by what the Hon'ble Mr. Phelps termed a side issue, this House should. 
attempt to hold up and stay the beneficent work of that body. The Improve- 
ment Trust, as we all know, has been‘eharged on many occasions with having 
provided inadequately for the re-housing of Caleutta., We-all know ‘also that 
at the present moment the Improvement ‘Trust is engaged’ in working out. 
- some large re-housing schemes. “1 suggest that it would be a disaster of, 
the first order if this House by its vote on this clause of the Bill should - 
attempt to check and stay that most important work, and I trust that the good 
sense of the members of this Chamber will restrain t! ém from ‘iving counten- 
ance, to an attempt to "mogify earlier legislation of this Chamber in an 
offhand way. I may say, my Lord, that the Government of Bengal—and this 
fact is ta to the House—is at present engaged in amending. the 
Calcutta Improvement Act. A Bill has already, been drafted, and it is not. 
before. the Corn at the present moment because I understand Goyernment 
has decided tomake further inquiries into the question of re-housing..Govern-' 
_ment feels that the Act, as at present in force, does not l sufficiently . 
‘fully with this important prdblem. There have been important developments at 
Home in the matter of re-housing, and the Local Government here is anxious 
, to avail itself of the experience which we can obtain from abroad and also,. 
I understand, a Bombay. In view ‘of these: facts, it would be doubly 
unfortunate if now you should attempt to hold up the work of the Trust. b 
restricting and restraining its opérations for the duration of the present Bill. 
1 do not think it can be urged with any force that the Improvement-Trust isy 
likely to show any want of humanity or consideration in dealing with persons: 
whom its Operations have evicted. ‘Therefore, my “Lord, so far as the 
substance of the amendment goes, Government’ is compelled to offer the 


>= 


‘strongest opposition to it. 
I may also criticize,its form, It may be observed that.the amendment 

proposes that the Trust shall not acquire lands which are ese et ee, ond 

for the purposes of any improvement. My Lord, every .one in this Ch ; 

is well acquainted with the legal quibble which arose out, of the drafting: 

of the Calcutta Improvement Act. They are aware that the interpretation 

of somewhat similar words in the Act has been. the subject of reference to 

the Privy Council. I submit that the. words ‘actually necessary. for. the- 

pornees: of. the improvement.’ are hopelessly wide and vague, and it would. 

be quite impossible for this House, even if, it were pre to accept. the: 

substance of this amendment, to accept its present form., The amendment. _ 
' does not.even suggest who is to be the arbiter of the degree of necessity 
_ under which any premises may be required. Not onlyisthe Calcuttalmprove- 

prune albany concerned in Pa matte’ : spite the Calcutta Darras ion algo, 

which has at present a very large and ambitious programme improvements. nis. — 

As many members of hin Chaves are aware, the work of the Calcutta — 

Corporation has been considerably hampered during the past four years owing 

to the urgent need for economy. But the, Corporation has, at 
‘moment, launched out on a very wide and “ambitious. mm 
ments. Is it suggested that these beneficent acti 
should be delayed and very largely checked for providing 
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at this proposal to stay the work not mere! of the Caleutta. Co io 
provement Trust, but aiso any ori, ioxtadheginne which the Gone 

‘ e to undertake in Calcutta, will not commend itself to the good sense 
of this ‘Since the object which it seeks to achieve.ia entirely dispropor- 
: tionate to the dislocation of work and the harmful results which will ensue. 
Had _ As regards the form of the proposed- amendment, it could not, possibly be 





ted. I would merely urge members not to bs misled by plausible argu- 
- ments which ave been pu before them, but to judge this teats? on its beatae 
issues, and “to decide that it would be quite unreasonable and most unwise to 
hold up the work of these great bodies ‘te to provide accommodation for a 
few persons, whom their work is likely possess.” 
ye AS cad a eee Ba a mea yer A . 


+e ies bot ais > oNiNg x , 

_ The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— sy 
. “My Lord, I have closely followed the debate on this important question. 
In the first place I may say that the Improvement Trust has done a consider. 
able amount of work which has rs Sree to the health and sanitation of the 
‘city, and notwithstanding all th hardships that ‘the people havé had to 
t, the main outcome of all the improvement schemes that have been Carried 
oat is that the town is myth healthier than it was before, that congestion 
has. to’ a large extent in these places, where improvement’ has been 
carried out, been minimised. But at the same time I speak with a 
perfectly impartial mind, though I am a member of the Trust, and a ‘critic of 
the Trust, yet I must say that although it has done beneficent work, it has to 
a considerable-extent, as has been observed by another impartial body, the 
_ Rent Committee, contributed to the present state of the city, that is to say, 
the present want of houses in Calcutta. My Lord, what I find is this): that 
we have carried out schemes rerardless of any thought how to replage the 
displaced population. My hon’ble friend, Mr. Phelps, to whose speech I have 
listened and have made some notes, paid the Improvement Tryst. so com- 
pliments on their work. and injudicially complimented them a so for having 
raised-the value of land to an extravagant extent. What bas happened is 
this: take the Surtibagan area, scheme No. 1. This is-an area between 
Harrison Road and Colootolla Street. It. was a congested area, undoubtedly 
deserving improvement, and it was badly in need of it for the health of the 
locality. It was full of small dwelling-houses. | Now all these bouses have 
* been arent away by the Trust, with no thought of re-housing all the poor 
_ people who lived there. No doubt this is.a fair area now with broad 
_ Streets, roads 60 to 80 feet wide; it is a picture now; but the price of 
land round about there has gone up owing to the speculation of the Delhi- 
wallahs, and the Marwaris and the poor middle class people have been 
absolutely swept out of Calcutta. This scheme was completed about 6 or 7 
years ago, These poor people have been driven out and their difficulties are 
_ further aggravated by the fact that our community 18.80. conservative that 
they will not go to any other locality liko Tollygunge, or Bhowanipore or 
Chitpore where land is cheaper ; they must live in the quarter where their 
‘sother. ions lived, and that is owing to the peculiar social customs of 
Monks abi sete tis 


Phelps ‘said :-— 
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: } ; . Sta x Pen, 
no necessity to embroider more than necessary m order to press home the 
argument.” ; rie “ ea 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur,continuing, said:— 


; } rw BY ee? 
“I have been studiously brief to-day and. unfortunately this speech ‘was 
interrupted. As I have said, these are the difficulties, Similarly, take other. 
schemes. Scheme No. 7 displaced a large number of people, and. this has 
contributed considerably to the present situation to-day, and until ‘very recent- 
yt to take up scheme for reinstating these | 
m. T may tell you very. frankly. and 
candidly that wherever there were small. holdings it was said by the head» — 
of the Trust, "Let. them go somewhere, we will acquire those plots’. The Trust 
get them for Rs. 1,500 or 2,000 a eottab,-and then rich people come along and 
they pay Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 20,000 a cottah for those lands. I submit that the 
proposed amendment would not in any way restrict the operations of the Trust : 
all that. it proposes to do is that unless equivalent accommodation is provided 
people should not be dislédged from their holdings. We are doing that now. 
All my hon'ble friend suggests is that the Trust and the Corporation ¢hould 
not acquire areas outside their immediate improyement schemes. I do not 
think that in any way will hamper the operations of the ‘Trust. Let. the 
roads only be riiade and no surplus land be acquired until accommodation. is 
available for the displaced people. I do not.think there will be any practical 
difficulty, and therefore I cannot see what objection there is to accepting this 
proposal. Which is a greater evil, to make people roofless and homeless or 
delay the execution of a scheme for two or three years? I think the former 
is the greater evil,” 4 
; \ 
\ 


The Hon'ble Mri P. C. Mitter said :— 


““My ‘Lord, I am one of those who think that the Improvement Trust has 
done very useful work for which the future residents of Caleutta ought to be 
thankful to that body, and although I hold that view, I am not. blind to the 
limitations and the defects of the Caleutta Improvement Act. T think, my 
Lord, especially after our experience of the working of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Act; that that Act is capable of a good deal of improvement. My Lord, ' 
the method of recoupment as: provided for. in that- Act is this, that if a’ 
particular area is needed for a road, say 50 or 100 feet wide or whatever it 
may be, the Act empowers the Trust to acquire the surplus land on either side 
of the road for purposes of recoupment. 1 quite appreciate the importance of. 
getting additignal revenue, but } venture to assert’ with a good deal of confi- 
dence that it is a very wasteful method of | etting the necessary revenuea 
Any one. who has any knowledge of the stolid of scheme No. 5 the are. ~ 
between Elgin Road on the north, Hazra Road on the south, Russa Road on ~ 
the west, Lansdowne Road on the east will appreciate my point. Take the 
Russa Road scheme, what has the Improvement Truat done ? Tt has acquired ~ 
a certain necessary aren within the road line, but in order to provide the- 
necessary funds it has acquired further land beyond the road line'with the © 
result, that properties on the east side of Russa Road have reaped all the - 
benefits of the improvement, but have not contributed a Gate pice towards, 
« : ‘to pay the bill. a3 
Now, my Lord. under ‘scheme 5, perhaps 75 per cent. have been dehoused, — 
while, roughly speaking, perhaps only 20 per cent. need have been dehoused 
for the purposes of the road. I fully appreciate-the necessity for providing _ 
reyenue. I suggest that in the coming ‘amendment of the Improvement jeica 
Act, I hope Your Excellency’s Government will soon take it up—thata much 
more equitableand more fair, 2 2. 0: 4." ca foe re tly Remchg = eM 
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7 Amana his 9 
. The President said :— ‘ 
“*The Hon’ble Member is’ now getting quite beyond the scope of the 


amendment. I cannot allow him to deal with the future d 
Calcutta Improvement Act when discussing this Bill.” ; * ment cote 


/ ‘ . > 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mittor said — 


ne “My ite Sere the Act as it stands, I submit the methods are waste- - 
ful, and falthongh I cannot develop my ideas on that point, but what I fe 

_ submit is that, pending the amendment of the Improvement Act, if this 
motion can’ be accepted in this limited form, the work of the ‘Trust will not be 
heid up, [ would ask the hon’ble mover of this amendment whothét it would not’ 
be proper to limit his’ amendment to the operations Of the Improvethent Trast 
only because after all itis that body which is Mainly responsible for the dehous- 
ing of the peopla ‘1 quite agree with the Hon'ble Mr. Goode as regards the 
necessity for proceeding with improvement schemes and also as ‘to the 
undesirability of restricting the works of publicbodies. I’ would suggest 
some such words as ‘within the actual road line.’ In that way perhaps the 
work of the Trust could be carried on and not held up. The question of 
finance is all-important so far as the improvement work of the Trust is 

_eoncerned. But we know that the Trust made a good deal of money last year 
when speculation on land was, going on—more than it expected. , So its 
finances are quite sound at present. Perhaps if the’ amendment is modified 
in the form I have suggested, that is restricting it to the operations of the 
Improvement ‘Trust only, I hope Government will find its way to accept it.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, after hearing the speech of my  hon’ble friend, Babu 
Sarendra Nath Ray, on this amendment, I was inclined to think that the 
acceptance of this amendment by the Council would be to hold up the work 
of the Improvement Trust and the Calcutta Corporation and also the 
acquisitions’ by. Government for their own purpose and that it would be 
impolitic to force this amendment on the Council and that I should not be -a 
party ‘to supporting my hon’ble friend’s amendment. But after hearing the 

* speech of the Hon'ble Mr. Goode, I recollect that the proposed amendment 
of the Improvement Trust Act of 1911 has been in contemplation for several 
years—at least [ have bean hearing of it for the last four years. The war 
could not possibly have been a reason for not proceeding with this legislation. 
‘Therefore if there be anything which would hasten that legislation, @e., the 

amendment of the Improvement Trust Act, I woull support such a move- 
ment. If the result of the acceptance of my hon’ble friend’s amendment 
leads to that, I think I ought to support it.. I may be permittgd to mention 
that the work of the Improvement Trust has not been an unmitigated 
blessing to all parts of the town. It has done great good, but it has also done 
great evil—the evil which could be avoided if the Improvement Trust Act - 
‘could be worked properly. The members of the Board resent criticisms -and 
they believe that what they think right must be right and outside opinion 
has no value in a eyes. As I have said, the Calcutta Improyement Trust 
has been the chief cause. for the misery of which those who call themselves 
tenants, complain, and the logical conclusion of the principle which has been 
iding Government in enacting the Calcutta Rent Bill is that which has 

‘sug by my hon’ble friend, Babu Suren ira Nath Ray, that, it stops 

all’ works of the Improvement Trast and the Calcutta Corporation,. Bui my 

- friend forgets that the Oalcatta Corporation has to pay 15 per cent, upon the 

esa value of the property acquired, whereas the Improvement Trust is 
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if he has to vacate his place of residence or business on account of the acquisi- 
tion by Government that ig compensated to some extent «by the 15° per 
cent. statutory allowance paid to him ordinarily, .but the Imprevement 
Trust is under no :necessity to pay it for, any, acquisition, and the Trust 
is free of that obligation. ‘Therefore. the Corporation, stands. on, a dilerent , 
footing, and, as it has already been pointed out, the Caleutta Corporation 
contemplates acquisition of lands in a populons part of the town, that 
is in Wards Nos. 21 and 22, in the direction of Momohurpukur andthe 
Ballyganj Railway line. Therefore the proposed operations of the Calcutta 
Corporation will not affect the present question. . As aegards ordinary acqnisi- 
tions by Government for their own purpose, o-which reference has heen 
made by my hon’ble friend, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, ¢.e., acquisitions 
near the Calcutta Medical College, of course they would displace a. large 
‘number of people, and, if Government were toyproceed judiciously, what will 
be paid as their mafket value could be paid in a more liberal geale, so_as 
to nullify the evils resulting from their acquisition. That. can be, done. by. 
Government without altering the Land Acquisition Act. That. being so, 
I ought. to support my hon’ble friend’s amendment. only for the purpose, of 
pointing out that that is the logical conclusion of the principlé, which guides 
Government enaeting'the Calcutta Rent Bill” ' : 


FA a 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


* My Lord, we have heard a good deal abvut. the Caloutta , Improvement 
‘Trust and®the necessity of clipping its claws to such an extent, as would 
make-the Improvement Act practically a dead-letter for the next. three. years. 
My Lord, it is true that in the beginning the Trust, in connection with the 
selling of letting out of the surplus lands, did not perhaps in every improve- 
ment scheme do so with an eye towards the question or problenrof re-housing 

in Calcutta : but Government have from time to time applied the corrective 
to the “Prust,'and in recent times at any rate the policy of the ‘l'rust has 

' been changing largely towards the problem of re-housing in Calcutta. As 
‘1 understood Mr. Mitter and if I understood Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur correctly, as I found some difficulty in following him, they have given 
a qualified "support to this amendment of the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Ray and | think I might yet be able to convince them that the amendment 

‘as’ worded will not ‘only rope, in the Trust and practically make its work 
nugatory, but it will make it impossible for Government. to acquire any land — 
jfor a public purpose, or for the Corporation for that matter to acquire lands 

“unless they were able to prove that the lands were required for the purpose 

of an’ improvement. ; iy 


' Therefore from that point of view, the amendment as proposed: is “an 
impossible one. If the idea be only to have a sword thrust/at the work of 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust, certainly the amendment as it stands goes 
much further and is sd widely worded that it would make it impossible for 
any operation by Government under the Land Acquisition Act. * For instance, - 
if land was required for an. educational institution or for any rée-housing — 
scheme and if Government hereafter thought that the provisions of the Lan 
Acquisition Act or the Calcutta Municipal Act should be applied in acquiring 
the land, this amendment would make it impossible. may 


~ Now to turn to the question of re-housing for which the Improvement 
Trust is accused, and as I said in the beginning, probably in certain improve-- 
ment schemes there were grounds for accusation. Am Pto understand that 
‘it is the Improvement Trust alone that is responsible for this re- ousing pro- 
_ blem, simply because it has unfortunately in schemes which aré of a varied 
nature—sewerage schemes, street schemes, etc., helter-skelter put people ovt — 
of bustees and it has not found sufficient accommodation for Ad 
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_the landlord come in? Does not the question of pre-emption al 
“extent bar ‘the question of development of Ostoutte Ig it vetticalyran 
Traprovien Trust that is at fault over the question of developmént or 
re ousing ? I think, my Lord, a good deal could be said regarding the 'land- 
‘Tord who gets back a certain amount of land from the ‘Irust not developing 
moet lg But my argument here to-day is going to be not actitally ‘to 
_ Supplement what’ Mr, Goode has mentioned about the good work done by the 
In rovemment Trust or to remove the distrust to a certain extent’ of the 
“pu slic mind towards the Trust, but my argument is mainly going to be that 
in the first place it is neither the time nor the place to restrict the operations of 
‘the Improvement Act. Mr. Goode has explained that Government have'under 
wnt soon oretion the amendment of the Improvement Trust Act, and T‘¢an ‘assure 
“the-Council that that'is'a fact because I have seen the draft Bill myself, but 
‘ certain reasons we liavé not been able to introduce or publish it: But we 
ave got several matters cotming ‘up in connection with the Improvenient. 
- “Trast. “We have’ also. as I mentioned in connection with another thing the 
., other day, thé question of a Town-planning Act. For all these reasons | do 
think “that to try to resttict and practically bring the operations of the Trust 
-. to a standstill for thé next three yéars is not to my mind at all justifiable. 
Further, although Mr. Mitter has mentioned that owing to the land boom the 
rust have made a littlé more income than in normal times, I can assure 
“him that the Trust’ will be very largely financially crippled if this amendment 
is carried.’ [éannot possibly recommend this Council to accept this amend- 
‘mént, aid on béhalf of Goveriimient I must oppose it. ” 
_ The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— 

“My Lord, [ am very much thankful to my hon’ble friend, Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadar, for having said all that I-had to say with referénce to 
this amendment. -He is probably connected ‘with the Improvement ‘Trust 
and the Oaleutta Corporation for a larger number of years than any other 
member in this Council: Well, I am‘told by Mr. Phelps that it is not 80: I 
may be wrong, but I think it is a fact that he is connected with the Improve- 

‘ment Trust fora larger number of years than many of us.» Mr. Phelps began 
by saying that I had been trying to raise a lornet’s nest and he was -heré to 
‘defend the Trust. My friend ought to know—and what hedid not state—that 
public bodies like Government if they have rights have also obligations. ‘The. 

« question; therefore, arises whether the Oalcutta Improvement Trust in the 

exercise of their rights have discharged the obligations during the course of 

-these long years that they are carrying on their improvements in Calcutta. 

Mr. Goode has also in the same strain said that by moving this amendment I 

am trying to raise a hornet’s nest and that as a side issue I want to raise the 

old gontroversy. . That is far from my mind nor is it my wish by moving this 

_ amendment to check the work of the Improvement ‘rust. If the Improvée- 
“ment Trust Ie done’good work—and everybody admits it—we are thank- 


 ful-to thi .’ Ladmit that it -hag done an immense amount of good, but it 
~~ ha ae failed to carry:out much that was expected from a body like it. It 
is" said that the beneficient acitivities of the Corporation and of the Im- 
. provement Trust will be stopped if my amendment bé accepted.. But I fail 
‘to see how the beneficient work of the Corporation or of the Improvement 
ft rust will be hindered or obstructed or will be stopped if my amendment be 
mn tioopled! What is my amendment ?. My amendment is fo the effect that no 
person shall during theicontinuance of this Act: be ejected from’ any premises 
_ which” may have been’ or shall be required under the provisions of the Land , 
_ Acquisition Act, 1894, or the Caleutta Improvement Act, 19]1, or the Calcutta 
_ Municipal Act, 1899, and which is not actually necessary for the purposes 
__ of the improvement unless an equivalent accommodation has been provided for 
‘ him.” [f you requ 3a piece of land for the purpose of a road, acquire that 
_ 7’ piece of land, but do not acquire the surplus land which you now acquire 
oN Arde: e provisions of’ the Improvement. Trust Act or the Calcutta Municipal 
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Act. ‘Take as mach land as you think necessary for the, actual purpose of is 
the road or for any other scheme. The object of my amendment is. n to 
disturb the occupants of houses in the surplus land for three years. After 
these three years you can do anything you like with them. Nor will 
the work of the Improvement Trust or of the Corporation be hindered jin. any 
way. If you want to make an award in respect of any surplus land, let 
that award be paid to the person who is entitled to it after three years, Do 
all that is necessary for the purposes of acquisition or for the purposet berg 
actual roadway or for the purpose of any” other improvement scheme wh 
you think necessary, but do not disturb thetenants of the. surplus land for 
three years. That is my amendment. : 

The Hon’ble'Mr. Goode has said that my amendment is too wide and 
that it is not.actually necessary. Of courge I know the-decision of the Privy 
Council in the case of Chandra Kanto Ghose, but that Las nothing to do with 
my amendment. I beg to submit that my amendment is plain and simple. 
Your Lordship is probably aware of the feeling of the Indian public in respect 
of the operations of the Improvement Trust: They have been loud in their 
condemnation of the way in which middle class gentlemen ~have- been. 
dislodged from their ancestral homes, but no heed has been paid_ to their’ 
complaint. Tn fact, the Anglo-Indian press have said that the Indians want 
‘to,live in dirt and filth.. If my amendment is accepted the’ Improvement 
Trust or the Calcutta Corporation miglit be able to sell the ‘surplus lands 
to the would-be purchasers -after three years. It is only for three years 
that I say do not disturb the oscupants of houses in the surplus land, is 

Then I am told by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadtr of Burdwan that there 
is already a draft Bill for amending the Caleutta Improvement Act, but we 
know the fate of these draft Bills. It will take at least a year more at the 
earliest before the Bill will become law. Where are these people to go to 
. inthe meantime? If, as has been said by Mr. Goode, my amendment is too 
wide, let him say what amendment Government are prepared to acgept. I 


. , shall be only very glad to consider, if any reasonable amendment is put be- 


fore me, whether I would be willing to accept that. Iam told that this Rent 
Bill is primarily in the interest of the tenants and my amendment is also 
in the interest of the tenants. Do not evict people who have been in their 
homesteads for genérations: unless you actually require the land for the 
_ purpose of the improvement, and allow profiteers to purchase the surplus land 
and make enormous profits therefrom. This is all 1 have to say.” 


The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result :— 










Pe sshc: Ayes—14. wasp Noes—20, : 
The Hon'ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabutty. The Hou'ble Sir Honry Wheeler, K.CAE., O81. 
k “ oon Chandra’ Mitra a 4 oar ran ema O.8.1,, OLB. ; 
ur. Paik’ ah i . Sir | Bijay” Chand ‘K.O8.L, 
» a». Ktimar Shib Suekhareswar Ray. : Kc: £0.Mey Mabarajadbiraja 
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uri, : bh Pn ‘Mr. HLL. |oNKON, C.8.1., CK. 
wy Ral Debender — Chunder — Ghowe =) oy? ‘Mr Wi W. ornélh ne 
Babadur, 3 - . i G, J. Stevenson- Oore, (K.C.1ee 
i). gy Rel Radha Chargn Pel Bahadur, ky 88 Peg. ene bakit Hout sshey 
1. * OR Babe Barobdta Wath May! of get nel eltw, Bede? memo" 
re Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kae) ye ‘ +, Khaw Bahadur Maulvi Amid-ul. 
a a ep Rechike Laba,,c.1.. f j ; ; SEPT py vc Re eeaeS eas CBee ae as oe 
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The following members were absent _— 
cas ~ The Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt, 


¥ » Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1.8. 
Sat » Mr. Altaf Ali. 
sn » Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 
isa og » Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 
Lifes Aen » Mr. Aminur Rahman. 
A I ‘ » Mr. Hindley. * 
‘ * s¢, Mr. Arun! Chandra Singha. 
f » Dr. Abdulla-al Mamun Suhrawardy. 
mh »  Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
oh oa. Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, k.¢.8.1,, 
K.C.V.0. 
% »  Sir-Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, K., c...E, 
ae » » Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, 
wera » Babu Siy Narayan, Mukharji, 
‘s » ’ Mr. G.“A. Bayley. . 
ag » ». Mr. W..L. Travers. 
e » Mr. Cathcart. 
a » Mr. Pickford. 


The Ayes being 14 and the Noes 20, the motion was lost, 


109. The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha moved that clause 11 be 
omitted. — 
He said 

" This clause violates the elementary principle of legislation, namely, the 
preservation of decrees and orders already passed by-duly constituted courts 
of law, and of the rights and obligations arising therefrom. It is for this 
reason that we invariably find a Saving clause in the various statutes passed, 
by the legislature of every country." In this connection I may point out by 


~way of example section 2 of the Transfer of Property Act wherény all legal 
8 


relations created before the Act have been saved. There are also several 


: judicial pronouncements of His Majesty’s Privy Council (e.g., 8 Cal. 47 P. C.) 


which have repeatedly laid down that while interpreting a particular statute 
in the absence of express provision. to the contrary, the presumption should 


_ arise that the rights and obligations which have already accrued, should be 


considered as having been preserved by the Act. In Munjhoori Bibi versus” 
Akil Mahmud:(17 ©. L. J. 316) it was held, following the sound principle laid 
down by Mr. Justice Willes in Phillips vérsus Eyre [(1870) L, R. 6 Q. B. 
p. 1 (23)) that “ retrospective laws are prima facie of questionable policy and 
contrary to the general principle that ‘legislation by which the conduct of 
mankind is to be regulated ought, when introduced for the first time, to deal 
with future acts and ought not to charge the character of past transactions 
earried on upon the faith of the then existing law.’ Agaib, that eminent 


_ English jurist Sir Peter Benson Maxwoll in his Treatise on the Interpretation 


of Statutes, p. 350, 5th edition. has expressed the opinion that ‘ every statute 
which takes away or impairs vested rights acquired under existing laws, or 
creates’ a new obligation or imposes a new duty or attaches a new disability 
in respect of transaction or considerations already past must be’ presamed to 
be sintended’ not to have a retrospective operation.’ Besides, the Civil 
Procedure Code provides for setting aside a decree or order. A decree once 


Passed becomes final unless it is set aside by way of appeal. review or 


revision. If, as under this clause, courts are empowered to set aside their own 


decrees on their own initiative and in a totally different proceeding, I am 


afraid the finality in, litigation, which is the fundamental principle of all . 
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judicial orders, would be lost and uncertainty and imsecurity would arise. In 
my opinion a novel departure from that principle has been “made in this Bilk 
without assigning any special reason for it. For these reasons I beg to move: 
the omission ofthis clause.’’* a Site feat 


The Hon'ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :— 


“My Lord, I oppose the amendment.- The provision follows the Bombay 
Act. It gives some relief to people against whom an order of ejectment has 
been passed between Ist September 1919 and the date of commencement of 
this Act. If the decrees have been exectted their cases are finished and done 
with. But what of those who still océupy the premises when the Act comes. 
into force? More than six months have pagsed from the 1st September 1919: 
before the Act comes into being. ‘I'hey should get some benefit along with 

' their neighbours who will be protected. We are’ only giving a discretionary 
wer to the court to give relief in the light of the provisions of the Act. 
he court may vary the order or rescind it. 1 appeal to the Hon’ble Member, 

to extend their sympathies to the ,case of tenants who have not been turned 
out of their homes.on the date when the Act comes into force,” ’ 


The Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said — 


“My Lord, Iam not much, convinced by what has fallen from the Hon'ble _ 
Mr. Roy. I see no justification for introducing this clause in this Bill. ~ 
There’ is no such provision in the Rangoon/Act. And although the Hon'ble ° 
Mr. Roy said that there is such a provision in the Bombay Act, I donot find 
= In any case, I do not see any reason for introducing this clause in this 


The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result :— 


Ayes—9. ’ ; ‘Noes—21. id 
The Hon'ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabutty. The Hon'ble Sir lienry Wheeler, K.c.1.8., d.6a. 
+ F Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Baha- de Mr. J. G: Cumming, 6,8.1.,.0,1/8, 
dar, eu 188 ei Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, K.c.s.1., * 
" nat Kumar Shib Shekhareawar Ray. K.C.LE., 1.0%m., Maharajadbiraja 
» Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chau- Bahadur of Burdwan, * 
dhuri. . . “yom Mr HL. Stephenson, 0.84., GLB. 
ti } Rai Debendra Chonder Ghose Raha- ” ” Mr. W. W. Hornell, 0.1.8. 
‘e dur, 7‘ » Sir ©. J. Stevenson-Moore, K.0.1.8., 
¥ Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 0.¥.0. : , 
ig ~ Babu Surendra Nath Ray. ” ‘0 Mr. S,"W. Goode. § 2s 
AS * Sir Nilraten Sarkar, Kr> W y Khan Bahadur Maulvi  Amin-ul- 
v TS Raja Hrishikesh Laha, 0.1.8. Islam. “aah , 
r 4s Major-General W. H. B, Robinson, 
OB, LMS | err eee 


ee Mr. F.-Jd: Monahan. 
» ww Wi HL BL Arden- Wood, ‘0,128 
rs * 9 —— ° Garner, 
s ‘ Mee Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, nd 
i * "te ys Khan Sahib Aman Ali, ~ 
” Pa » L. 8.48, O'Malley, ¢.1.8. 
Ay " » M.-C. MeAlpin. : 


” ” ” gran rad het 
; | ie ens Raat 
7 - . 9 » “yy WLEL Phelps.» 
Ms ; ” ” oy R. M.. Watson Smyth. j 
» The following members abstained from voting :— - ; ¥ : Stet ah 
‘The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Ghendra Walia yc. ce eee no 
any Mr. Provash Chunder-Mitter, o18. 0. * esos . 
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| “The following members were-aboent : — 


The Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt: 
SRE: aie, Aap Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1.8. 
ahareiames SATU Ce , 
nee ig Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 
* 4... 4. Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 


- 5 Mr. Aminur Rahaman. : , 
” : mo ” Hindley, 
bed fe », -M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 


“4 rT) *,, Arun Chandra Singha. 
Ae tg Dr. Abdulla-al Mamun Suhrawardy. 
«+, Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
Aaa A » | A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag.’ “e 
‘~~ Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ulsOmrah, x.c.6.1., 
K.C.Y.0. 
jj 4 Sir Deba Prasad Sarvadhikari, Kr., c.1.5. 
n As Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, «.¢.1.8. 
<<» - » Baba Shib Narayan Mukherjee. . re 
a Mr. G, A. Bayley. 
whe ene » W.L. Travers. 
Bi “4 » Catheart. 
45 ve .», Pickford. 


The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 21, the motion was lost. 


The following motion being identical with the previous one was deemed , 
to have been withdrawn :— ' 


110. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that. 
following be inserted, viz. :— 


- 111. Motion’ No. 100 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
_. Pal Bahadur fhoved that after the word “ may” in line 5 of clause 11 the 
following be inserted ,*viz:— 


** except in the case of habitual defaulters or where the house is not 
fequired for any of the purposes mentioned in sub-section (1) 
of section 10 ”’. 


He said :-— : 


“Tf Your. Excellency will permit me I would simply add the words 
‘except in the case of habitiaal defaulters’ and leave out the remaifing 
words of the amendment. My object is that this clause will only apply to 
those who.are habitual defaulters.” 


“The Hon’ble Mir. G. N. Roy said — 


~ My Lord, I said-just now that clause 11 gives only a discretionary 

‘power to courts in these cases, and they are to exercise. this discretion for 

the purpose of giving effect to this Act. We’ have provided against habi- 

tually defaulting tenants. And we have also provided for the landlords if they 

_ require possession of the premises under section 10(2). The Court, will 

- exercise its discretion in the light of those provisions, and. surely if is 

“unnecessary to! repeat all these in this clause and surely we can leave this 
thing to the diseretion of the court. I, therefore, oppose this motion.” rae 

~The motion was then put und lost. St Ae MRD LS teh ts UMAR a 
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Clause 1g. 


* ‘ 
The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn — 


112. The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur to move that 
clause 12 be omitted. ey 
- 113, The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that 
after-the word “ person ” in line 9 of clause 12 the words “ or his agent ” 
be inserted, we 
He said :— 
“My Lord, I simply move this amendment. The ‘person’ may be 
absent or the ‘person’ may be a lady and in that case it may be necessary 
that he should be represented by an agent... I do not-know whether there ig 
any objection in accepting this amendment.” 6 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :— 


“My Lord, I really think the amendment is superfluous. I fancy that 
the Hon’ble Member fears that the landlord has to make an affidavit and lay 
himself open to penalty. But that is not what the clause really means. ' 
The landlord’s agent can: always apply for execution. The clause says that 
the person applying for execution shall swear an affidavit,” . 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


Clause 18, % 


114. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved ‘that 
. after the word “ been” in line 2 of clause 13 (1) the following be inserted, 
VIZ. :— ; , man's 
“proved to the satisfaction of the Controller to have been ”, 
He said :— - i= rane 
“ My Lord, clause 13 gives power for the recovery of rant of any kind 
paid by the tenant above the standard rent. In the English Act it is also 
recoverable, but it is recoverable by the Controller, not by the ténant himself. 
Some such provision ought to find a place here also. The matter should 
be decided by the Controller, otherwise the tenant on that plea may withhold 
“the rent.” ‘ : ei : . 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 


“My Lord, there is nothing to prevent the landlord running in the 
tenant if he refuses to pay rent, and I do not quite see why the Controller 
should be made the referee in this matter. For these reasons, 1 do not think 
this amendment is necessary ; I therefore oppose it.” ty: eed 

. ' * The motion was then put and lost. ro ‘ ? 


4 


115, The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for the 
word “six” in line 5 of clause 13 (Z) the word “three” be substituted, 
¥ Hoe said :— . ; ag S09 oh 
7 “My Lord, ordinarily three months’ time is allowed by the court, : & 
think also that three months would {be sufficient time to enable the tenant 'to — 
make up his mind. Six months is rather too longa time,” ‘nae ng 
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: : The Hon'ble Mahara jadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — » ~ 


oe 


“wer : 
“My Lord, Ido not consider. three months lon i 
a MY | ‘ 1 g enoagh, and this reall 
spe to rent which should not have been paid and ,has a to be naikatai 
ink six months is better than three. ” 


The thotion was then put and lost. =" 
“The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn :-— 
’ 
116. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that 


i word “six.” in line 9 of clause 18 (1) the word “three” be substi- 
tuted. } 


117. -The#on'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at 
the end of clause 13 (1) the following be inserted, viz. :— 


*““except in the case of a payment made in pursuance of a voluntary 


x agreement ”. 


118. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
clanse 13 (1) the following be added, viz. :— ; 


“ Provided that no such sum shall be recoverable by the tenant unless 

; he had given notice of the alleged overpayment in writing 
to his landlord and filed a copy of the same notice in the 
court of the Controller within a fortnight of the alleged 
over-payment, ”. ; 


Pa 


He said :— ' 
“My Lord, I think this will ensure bond fide objection on the part of both 


»- landlord and tenant, he tenant can no doubt easily give 15 days’ notice and 


it should be-quite enough for the landlord to take necessary steps for refund- 


ing the excess sum. Otherwise the matter may be kept oyer for a long 


time. This proviso will be helpful both to landlords and to tenants.” 


~The Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley caid :-— 


—“ My Lord, the effect of this amendment would be to frvstrate the simpli- 
city which the Bill aims at, and to introduce a formal procedure. Now the 


tenant must pay his rent regularly month by month if he ‘is to obtain the 


rotection of clause 10. ‘The landlord will therefore know, quickly enough, 
if the tenant claims that there has been an overpayment, for when the month 
comes round he will find it deducted from his rent, and there is no need for 
the tenant to serye a‘formal notice on him. Much less is there any ‘neces- 
‘sity for filinga copy in the Controller's Court. Apart from this, it cannot 
seriously be contended that when there has been overpayment the tenant 
should be deprived of his just rights by omission to give the landlord notice. 
Section 108 of the Transfer of Property Act does not provide fora notice in 


‘ cases where the tenant can deduct payment from his rent.. It lays down, 


for instance, that, where a lessor neglects to make repairs which he is bound 
‘to make, the lessee may make the repairs and deduct their cost with interest 
from the rent, or otherwise recover it from the lessor. No ‘notice of the cost 
of repairs is required.’ Again, ifthe lessor does not make a payment which 
he is bound to make, and which is recoverable from the lessee if he does not 
make it, the lessee may make the payment and deduct it with interest from 
the rent -or otherwise recover it from the lessor. Here again, no notice is 


prescribed. For these reasons, my Lord, I oppose this amendment.” 
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Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— aeticate 


“My Lord, I quite understand that if the tenant isin a position to deduct 
the overpayment from the next month's rent, then where is the necessity of 
providing for six months’ time? In one case the tenants may sit quiet for 5 | 

- months and 25 days and then come and say, ‘ L have paid Rs. 5 more.’ There 
are small Jandlonds, my Lord, who do not keep any accounts, and then there is 
sure to be trouble: I think there will be no harm in providing against such 
occurrences," - : 


, 
«i z 





The motion ‘was thén put.and lost. wee : -. 


Clause 15. : 
The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn :-— 
: . 


119, The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charah Pal Bahadur to move 
* that the words “ in the opinion of the Controller ” in lines 4: and 5 of clause 
15 (9) (dy be omitted. F 
120, e Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move 
that for the words “ unduly low” inline ‘5, of clanse 15 (2) (d) the words 
“less than the fair rent ” be substituted. : 


121. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. moved that 
after the word ‘‘ condition ’’ in line 1 of clause 15 (2) (¢) the words ‘‘ or 
environments or.area ” be inserted. ; : 


He said :— 


“My Lord, in clause 15 it is stated that if there is any change in the 
condition of the building, or an. increase in the municipal tax, the Controller 
may raise the standard rent. My Lord, there may be other changes also ; for 
instance changes in ‘environment or area ; Such changes as I have indicated 

_ in my amendment.” 


. 


| 
The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, the reason why I oppose this amendment is, that in the first 
place * unduly low.’ in sub-clause (d) would cover most of the cases that the 
Rai Bahadur has in mind, and, secondly, by adding these words after ‘ condi- 


tion’ we would be imposing on the Controller a very large area of Calcutta to 
administer, and for these reasons, I am unable to accept the amendment.” 


The motion was then put and lost. ts 
The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


- 122. If motion No. 9 be not carried, and if motion No. 38 be carried, 
the Hon’ble Mr. P.'C. Mitter moved that at. the end of tlause 15 (2) {e) 
the following be added, vig. :— Po te : 
“(f) where a lessee has taken a lease for en Yang of subletting or’ 

where the lessee has sublet the premises for a period of seven 
years or more ”’, ‘ 


122A. The ‘Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved — 
that inline 3 of clause 15 (2) (e) the word “ or ” be omitted, and that after the. : 


re 


word “ taxes ” in the same line the words “ or cesses” beinserted, =~ 


bg ’ 


wore ” Bai ‘ , 
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He said : — ; , : donna 
~ “ My Lord, this is aconsequential amendment. A: d 
and 57 Kes been carried this is necessary.” . ges x a oye: - 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


123. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
clause 15 (2) (e) the following be added, viz. :— 


“ (f) where the value of oy premises has increased owing to the 
opening out of a road or square or similar other works of 
“improvements in the close vicinity of the premises ’’. 


He said :-— 


“ My Lord, if there is a chango in the condition of the premises, the — 

standard rent will not apply. This is also one of the cases in which: the 

Controller may be empowored to fix a fair rent, and therefore I move for the 
| 


addition of this sub-clause.”’ 
‘ 


The Hon'ble Mr. 0’Malley said -— 


“My Lord, ‘what the Hon’ble Member in charge said about amendment 
121 applies tothis amendment also, and f oppose,it for the same reasons.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


124. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. eee phan was ‘to have moved that 
for the words ‘‘ at any time since the first day of April, 1914,”’ in lines 4 
and 5 of clause 15 (2) (¢) the following be substituted, VIZ. tm 


“at any time before the first day of April, 1916,” 


and for the figures “‘ 1914 ”’ in line 6 of the same clause the figures 
““ 1916 ” be substitated. | 


The Hon’ble Member being absent, the motion was deemed to have been 
withdrawn. ; . 


The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


125. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after 
the figures ‘‘ 1914 ”’ in line 5 of; clause 15 (2) (7) the words ‘‘ with the 
addition of ten per cent.’’ be inserted. 


126. The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter to move that in line 6 of clause 

15 (2) (i) for the words and figures “‘ since the Ist day of April, 1914”, 
the following be substituted, viz. :— 

-“ between the Ist day of April, 1914, to the Ist\day of April, 1919.” 


127. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, in the absence of 
the Hon'ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri, moved that for the words * fix 
such standard rent as he may deem just’ in lines 10 and 11 of clause 
15 (2) (2) the following be substituted, viz. :— 


“iherease the’ rent of ‘twenty-five per cent. and (fix any premium 

- «or other like sum.as he may deem just”. 
"He said" oda : 
_*““My Lord, I move the amendment that stands in the name of the . 


Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri without any spooe h.” 


Y 
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The Hon‘ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — : 


‘“My Lord, as the Hon'ble Mr. Ashraf Ali is not here I really cannot. 
make‘out why he has put this amendment in, ‘(he reason why we haye put 
in ‘premium’ here is, not to enable the Controller to allow any premium 
but to take all the circumstances into consideration in fixing what is the 
just standard rent. ‘he addition propesed by Mr. Ashraf Ali, practically 
means that the Controller is to increase the rent by 25 per cent. and fix any 
premium that he may deem just. I am, therefore, unable to accept the . 
amendment.” Btn 


w v : 
a 


The motion was then put and lost. ‘ 
The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn:— 


128. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at 
‘ “eg pie of clause 15 (2) (7) the wonds = with the addition of ten per cent.’” 
a m " ; 


129. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after 
clauge 15°(2) (¢) the following be added, viz. :— 


‘* Provided further that in the foregoing cases the standard rent shall 

be fixed at a sum equivalent to an income of not less than seven: 
per cent. on the valuation‘of the premises to be determined. by 
the Controller ’’. Spee ; 


130. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Chafan Pal Bahadur: moved that at 
the end of clause 15 (2) (iz) the following be added, viz.:— , 
““ (2a) In any proceeding for the recovery of any sum due under this: 
Act, the Controller shall, on the application of the landlord 
_or the tenant, grant a certificate specifying the amount due 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and if such sum 


} be not paid within a fortnight from the date of the certificate 
the same shall, on application to that end, be executed by the - 
er g's court to which suits relating to property ordinarily lie ”. 
He said :-— 


»  “ My Lord, this amendment is both in the interest of the landlord and 
the tenant because it will obviate the necessity of litigation in’ a court of 
law involving heavy expenses. ‘The Controller has been made an authority 
in many matters relating to landlords and tenants. Ifa landlord can satisfy 
the Controller that.a tenant owes him a certain amount or where a tenant 
can prove, to the satisfaction of the Controller, that a certain sum is due to 
him, a certificate from the Controller should be sufficient for the court. 
within the jurisdiction of which the property stands to issue an order for 
payment of the sum. ‘his is, | believe, analogous to the practice prevailing 
in the mufassal under the Bengal Tenancy Act. I think this is a simple 
— and should be aceepted both in the interest of the landlord and ~ 
tenant.” a oa ge ai dyan ‘ 


The Hon'ble Mr. G.N.Roysaid:—- = * epee 

_ “My Lord, I think there is some misapprehension in the mind of the 

Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. He ‘seems to forget that the Con- 

troller is a person to determine only the standard rent and not to adjudicate 

on any dispute as to the amount of rent payable by the tenant. ‘That is the 

function ‘of the court and the court must determine ‘it. The Hon'ble Rai 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur wishes the Controller to be a smaller cause court. - 
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may be‘in connection with the fixing of the standard rent. 
oppose the amendment.” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


I, therefore 


135. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that the 


words “used for human occupation ” in lines 1 and 2 of th i 
clause 16 be omitted. F ie ial tears 


He said :— 


“My Lord, this clause enables the Controller to enter any house without 
giving notice although it is stated that houses used for human occupation 
shall not be so entered, but there are places where it is necessary to give 
notice because the owner may not be there at the time. Perhaps it will be 
more convenient if the owner, is present when the Controller comes to inspect 
the building. The notice is obligatory under the Oaleutta Municipal Act. 
believe it is convenient for the purpose of inspection ; also for the proprietor if 
he be present can furnish any information that the Controller may want. 
It is.a very simple amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— 
“My Lord, it is a simple matter and I accept it.” 
The motion was then put and agreed to; 


‘ Clause 17, 
‘The following motion being consequential upon Amendment No. 134 was 
deemed to have been withdrawn :— 


136. If motion No. 134 be carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur to move that. after the word “ Act” in line 2 of clause 17 (7), the 
following be inserted, viz:— 


“to fix the standard rent or to determine whether a premises would 
be governed by this Act ”’. 


137. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the words “* apply for revision of ”’ in line 4 of clause 18, the words ‘‘ appeal 
against ” be substituted. 


He said’: 


“My, Lord, the ordinary procedure in the Calcutta Municipal Act is 
appeal. I think there is alot of difference between appeal and revision. As 
in assessment cases an appeal is made to the Chief J udge of the Small Cause 
Court I suggest that the words ‘appeal against’ be substituted for the words 
“apply for revision of.’ The word ‘ revision’ has of course, as I understand 
it, not the same effect as the words ‘ appeal against.’.” 


\ 


The Hon’bie Mr. P. CG, Mitter said -— - 


“I think, my Lord, that the amendment should not be accepted. and the 

_ Slause, as it stands drafted now, is better. . After all, the question of appeal 
arises whiere there is a decision of the first court. That is not the idea here. . 
The idea is that if the Controller passes an executive order there should be _ 
some sort of provision fomgoing to a higher authority.” 


<_ 
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oH 
The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :-— Peedi cine rrsnar mite ty. 2 
“My Lord, the Council will remember that the original word. was" refer- 
ence’ and the reference, was to be to the Chief Judge of the Small Cause Court 
or the Civil Court. It was pointed out in the Select mittee that the word 
“reference hada particular meaning as in the Land Acquisition wct. In 
deference to the wishes of the non-official members we put in’ the President of 
the Improvement ‘Trust 'ribunal-as also we changed the word ‘ reference’ to 
‘revision.’ The word ‘appeal’ as now moved by the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur was discussed, but we came to the conclusion that the 
word ‘revision’ was the more Appropriate for the reasons given ‘by the . 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter. The amendment proposed does not make any change 
in substance and, after having discussed the matter thoroughly in Select Com- 
mittee I do not think, we should accept the amendment.” - wd 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— Je 
“My Lord, I beg leave to withdraw the amendment.” . 
The motion was then, by leave of thé Président, withdrawn. 


~ 


SM 


138, Motion No. 131 being carried, the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri moved that before the word “copy” in both “placed, in’ which it 
occurs in clause 18, the word “ certified ” be inserted. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


The following motion was, by leave of the President, Withdrawn :— 


139. If motion No. 137 be carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur to moye that for the word ‘‘ revision ’’ in both places in which it. 
occurs in line 10, the word ‘‘ appeal ”’ be substituted. aN 


The President said :-— . 


“Amendment No. 140 has been misplaced. It should be discussed after 
141. Therefore we should take 141 now.” . 


141. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan’ Pal Bahadur moved that 
for the words “ shall be final” at the end of clause 18, the following be 
‘substituted, viz :— Sati 

“shall relate back to the date of the decision of the Controller 
appealed against, and shall, subject to the right of the Con- 
troller to refix the rent of any premises should there be -a 
ae of conditions affecting the standard rent thereof, be 


He said :— 


“My Lord, my. apprehension is that the order of the court may not 
correspond with the date fixed by the Controller against whose decision the _ 
appeal is made, and therefore] have proposed this addition so that if there * 
is any revision of the order of the Controller, it shall take efiect from the date 
of the decision of the Controller.” : 


The Hon'ble Mahara jadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— =) 


‘My. Lord, we consider ‘this unnecessary,’ and I do not think the Rai 
. ‘Bahadur has-adduced any argument in favour of this. addition, ‘which ‘can — 


_ weigh with the Government. 1 therefore oppose it.” © ; 
The motion was then put and lost, Pera go or ieeiehernae 
» 


—_ 
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_. 140, The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter mov clause 
4B. thesfollowing tbe added, vis. -— re mh 
“subject, however, to revision by the High Court for the pur 

» Satisfying itself that the decree or Dede made by sacl Proel doc 
_ * of the Tribunal or Court was in accordance with the provisions 
pe hy of law and for that purpose the High Court may call for the 

Lives records of any case and pass such orders as it thinks fit = 

He said::— _ 

“The object of this amendment is to give a right of revisior 
‘High Court for the purpose of datintying itself thet an ark tans 
“passed avcording to law. . We discussed this in the Select Comniittee and the 
point that I pressed before the Select Committee was this: that in Spite. of 
using the word ‘final,’ the High Court will have its power of interfering if 
a particular order is passed without jurisdiction. That will be only in case 
an order is passed without jurisdiction, But apart from jurisdiction -the 
order may be illegal or it may not be illegal. I take one view of the 
tenant’s right to sublet, Mr. O'Malley takes another view. In the Select - 
Committee Mr. O'Malley put to me that if you give the right of revision to 
‘the High Court it will mean expensive litigation. But I will ask the 
Government ‘and the Uouncil to ¢onsider that it will mean expensive liti- » 
gation and far more expensive litigation too if you do not give the right 
of revision. Take, for instance, the particular point of sub-tenancy—sub- 
Jetting a house on higher rent—the whole thing can be settled in two months’ 
time ifthere be a provision for revision. But if there be no provision for 
revision the party affected will have the right to file a suit and to ask 
for an injunction and after the suit is decided to appeal from the decision, 
and that appeal is not likely to be decided till the Act has run its course. 
If you have applied fora revision then nocourt will give you an injunction, 
and the subsequent civil suit, if any, will be finished quickly. Therefore 
in the interest of speedy justice, | submit that the right of revision would be 
a better course. I would leave it to the Government to accept’ my amendment, 
or not. I have placed my view before them. If it is not accepted, experience 
will show whether I am right or Government is right.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :— 
“My Lord,.the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter mentioned this subject in the 
Select Committee and’ he contended that the High Court will have power 
to revise the proceedings of the Improvement Tribunal.’ It would appear 
that he has some doubt in the matter. Our position is that if the High Court 
have this right the Act does not take it away, but we do not wish to invite 
landlords to rush to the High Court by making a special provision in the law. 
This is a simple measure which is to last three years, and it is highly undesir- 
able that, the question of the standard rent to be fixed by the Controller 
should be the subject of prolonged litigation. We have provided a sufficient 
_ safeguard by giving the power of revision to the President of the Improve- 
- “ment Tribunal or to*the Judge of Alipore, as the case may be. It was at 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter’s suggestion that we’ adapted the President of the ~ 
Tmprovement Tribunal.” I do not think we can go any further and bring 
in the High Court as well. 7 
Pages eee eT) tae 


“ 


The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said ~~ . 

_ * My Lord; am sorry that I have been misunderstood, although I do not 
feel that Ihave given cause for any misunderstanding. My porition in the 
“Select Comittee was just the same ashere. As the Bill stands, a litigant . 

_hasevery right to goto the High Court although the word ‘final’ is used. 

1 also pointed ,out that in’ the Select Committee. I have also pressed for a 
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different point, namely, that when anorder without jurisdiction ot unléss you. 
give a right of revision, the party affected’ will have a right of suit and that , 


will mean a far more protracted litigation, the wliole. thing may be held 
specially ax an Injunction. I am sorry that the Government Member has. not 
replied to that part of my argument. 1 am free to confess that this aspect of 
the matter did not strike me before as clearly as it has struck me now and I 


did not bring forward this argument in the Select Committee when we had to. — 
go through the Bill very hurriedly. I submit that a right of revision will be 


’ 


better in the interest of speedy justice.’ 


The motion was then put and lost. ‘ 
142. The Hon'ble’ Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved. that 
‘clause 19 be omitted. — : “ : 
X\ 
— He said :-— 


‘* 


“My Lord, clause 19 provides for penalties, I consider this clatise to be. 


. Unnecessary. In the first place clause 4 lays down that nothing shall be 
recoverable from the tenant over the standard rent, or the sum liable under 
the Act, and clause 13 provides that the tenant can recover from the land- 
lord the over-payment in whatever way he likes. In a court of law the -land- 
lord will have to make a solemn sHoination that. the sum due “is a sum 
recoverable under the Act. There is another provision too, that he must get 
a copy of a certificate from the Controller for anything beyond his standard 
rent. and therefore I think that this penalty ‘clause is quite unnecessary. [| 
have examined the English Act and can find no such provision. The excess 
is irrecoverable. There it ix said that no excess shall be recoverable from the 
tenant, and therefore, if anything is paid. it shall be recoverable 10m. the 
landlord. I think this penalty clause would only foster litigation ; there are 
good and bad tenants as there are good and bad landlords ant it is unneces- 
sary to have criminal cases ‘because, although it shall be decided by the 

President of the Tribunal, it would practically come under criminal class. 
_ I submit, therefore, that there is no necessity for this clause.”’ 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said -— 


\ 


“My Lord, I am not so sanguine as my hon’ble friend opposite is, about 


the chance of loopholes, and I consider that this clause being left in the Bill 
will have a very salutary effect. There may be cases in.which we wanted 
to make an example of rapacious landlords who are likely to evade the provi- 
sions of the Bill. I therefore think that this is an essential clause, and it 
must be left in, and for these reasons, I strongly oppose the amendment.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said:-— 


“My Lord, should there not be a provision as well that the party who 


pays in spite of these provisions here, should also be penalised ?” 
The motion was then put and lost. 4 


143. Motion No. 142 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan ° 


Pal Bahadur moved that the following be added at the end of clause 19 (1), 
VIZ. :— |, | ‘ : be | 

“Provided that no such complaint» Ul be entertaifed or lie 

unless the complainant has given” notice in writing of the 

» alleged over-payment to his landlord and fled a copy of the 

‘said notice in the Court of the Controller within a. 

of the alleged over-payment ”. ; a RCN url 
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| He said :— 


“4 : ‘*. ne , 
“My Lord, six months is the time given here, and if-it is bond-fide. 
‘eomplaint, J think notice ought to be given.to the Controller and to the 
lan 1; because then the bond-fide of the complaint will be clearly proved 
thereby. There, are ignorant tenants as well as ignorant landlords. Of 


- course it is quite understood that’ there are landlords who are mueh more 


ignorant than some tenants in the city and therefore some wily people may 
4 and get the landlord into trouble under the cloak of this clause. 
.Therefore, I think some such notice ought to be served upon the landlord.” 

f 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 
“My Lord, in the first place, I have got to point out that there is no 


court of the Controller under the Bill; and secondly, this clause is unnecessary 


as it would only lead; to complications. I therefore oppose it.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said -— 


; “My Lord, by ‘court’ I of course mean office and with Your Excellency's 
permission, I am willing to change it.. There will be no complications at. all. 
It is a very simple procedure, and the parties .will be in a position to know 
what are the real facts.”’ 


The motion was then put and lost. 


The following motion being consequential upon: motion No. 38 was 
deemed to have been withdrawn :— 


"144. If motion No. 38 be carried, the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to move that clause 19 (2) be omitted. 
Clause 20. 


| 148. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that 
after the word “ repairs” in line 5 of clause 20, the words “ improve- 


_ ments, additions or alterations ” be’ inserted. 


He said :— 


-“ My Lord, this is also a penalty clause. Besides repairs there are also 
other works, such.as additions, alterations and improvements. I think, there- 
fore, the words suggested by me should be added to this clause. 


/ 
f 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“ My Lord, as regards the ordinary improvements and additions and 
alterations, the Rai Bahadur ought to be content with what comes in under 
the conipliance of municipal requisitions, and [ do not think, therefore, that 
these words are necessary, and J therefore oppose the amendment. 


‘The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said — 


* © My Lord, quite apart from complying with any municipal requisitions 


thes ay lterati i i . be necessary in 
- thére may ‘be other alterations and improvements which may y 
: ivigltdsfeotin with a hotise, therefore I think that these words are necessary. 


The motion was then put and lost. 
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146. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that 
after the word “ premises” in lines 6 and 7 @f clause 20, the words. “ or 
creates any new unauthorized easements ” be inserted: =~ OX ipa s 


~ 


He said :— 


“My Lord, there may be cases where the occupant of the house may} 
without the consent of the owner and in collusion with a neighbour, create 


an easement—opening a: door or a window—and in order to guard against * 
em Pig 


that I suggest that these words should be added to the clause,” 


4 
The Hon'ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :— 


“My Lord, I am not quite sure what the Hon’ble Member means by this 
clause The section is intended to prevent landlords and their agents from 
harassing their tenants by disturbing any easements and compelling them to. — 
leave their premises. A landlord cannot create an easement, new or old, 
If the amendment is meant against the tenants all I need say is that a tenant 
cannot create an easement in 3 years. Clauses (m), (0) aud (p) of section 108 ’ 
of the Transfer of Property Act are specificially mentioned in section 10 and - 
they provide sufficient safeguards for the landlord.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“I may mention, my Lord, that the clause begins thus : ‘ whoever in’ 
any case does these things’—and I submit that ‘whoever’ includes both 
the owner and the oceupier. There may be certain things done by the 
occupier of the house without the consent of the owner. I think jt is rather 
putting the owner to great disadvantage. The tenant will have the advantage 
of this clause, and I think the owner of the house should also have an equal 
advantage, so that the tenant may be prevented from doing things which 
may injure the building in any way.” 

Phe motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


147, The Hon"ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at’ the 
end of clause 20, the following be added. viz :— : 


“and if the tenant, or any person deriving authority from him, be 
the offending party, the tenant. shall further be liable to 
ejectment ”. : 

*. 


"Clause 20 A. , 


148. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori” Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for |. 
the word “ shall ” in line 2 of clause 20A, the words “ may, if necessary ”, 
be substituted. ich A. ‘ Baier’ 


H e said :— 


“My Lord, the use of the word ‘shall’ may mean that the only way of 
recovering a fine is by distraint, but the fine may be recovered in any other 
way, Say, by deposits in the court.” 


The Hon'ble’ Mr. 6. N.Roysaid:—  ~—- SENS Biel th Xe pails 
“My Lord, the clause really follows the usual form ; the word ‘shall’? 
doesnot mean ‘ must’. For instance, the tenant may deposit it in the ourty 
and if he does not pay it, the only way of realising the money would be yp soy 
distraint,” ~ ; if i sintiv asians Amante peae Ve sate 
The motion was then put and lost. - © 2 P34 ‘i i, 


\ ’ 
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_ 149. ‘The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for. 


ae Mag ae *, in line 4 of clause 20A, the words ‘‘ person fined ”’ 


He said — 

“My Lord, the position is this ; clause 20 says that the landlord shall b 
fined. lause 20A says that the fine shall be levied by the Controller me 
the distraipt and sale of a sufficient portion of the moveable property of the 
landlord i ‘accordance with the rules prescribed under section 22, My Lord, 
sections 19 and 20 begin with ‘ whoever”, * Whoever’ may be any person ; it 
may be a ois hal or some other person who may have a grudge against the 

- landlord, an may create trouble by breaking a water tap, ‘or doing other 
injury, but even in that case it’ seems that the fine shall be realisable by 
distraint upon the landlord. Therefore | propose that instead of the word 
‘landlord’ we should have. the words ‘ person fined’. Tf it is the landlord, 
it would be the landlord ; if it be other persons, it would be other parsons,” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— 
3 My Lord. I am willing to accept this amendment,” 
The motion was then pu and agreed to. 


The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :— 


Clause 21, 


150. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the word ““or ’’ in line 3 of clause 21, the word “ and” be substituted, 


_. . 151. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the word “ six ’’ in line 8 of clause 21, the word “ three ”’ be substituted. 


“He said :-— . ' 

“My Lord, six months is rather too long atime. Inthe Municipal Act 
three months is allowed. and I think that is quite sufficient, for a person who 
wants to make a complaint, whether tenant or landlord, fo make up his mind. 
Sig months is too long, and may encourage people with some grudge, to 
erecta cases, having regard to the long time given to them to do 
ys Br Wes Detar 


| The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 
; “Tam willing to accept this, my Lord.” 
» The motion was put and agreed to. 


New Clause 21A. 


152. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
clanse 21, the following be added, viz:— 
“1A, Tf a tenant makes default in payment of his monthly rent within 
__ & week of its falling due, the landlord shall be entitled to realize from the 
tenant one month’s rent in advance by way of security, and in case of 
con default, to realize rent for every month in the first week of that 


~ 





Defaulting 
tenants to pay 
rent in advance, 


PAS ek Oe | 
REA, NR a waa eB daca anaes “oir acon 
The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1920; 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 


He said -— ; , e Ge 
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” 
, 


“My Lord,-having regard to a similar amendment secdined by the 
Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, if Your Excellency will be pleased to 
substitute the word fifteen days ’ for the words ‘ a week,’ I shall be grateful. 


It may not unoften happen that a tenant makes or continues to make default. 


I think it is necessary to guard against loss of rent, and this provision will not 
do any harm, and if a tenant is presistently in default, I think he should be 
required to deposit a month’s rent in advanee. I do not. want him to be 
turned out, but it is only to safeguard the payment of rents. “It is well 
known that there is a certain class of tenants in a certain part of the town 
who run away without paying any rents and without leaving any address, and 
you cannot find them out anywhere in Calcutta: Therefore it is necessary 
that this clause should be included.” 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— - 


“ The amendment in which the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
proposed 15 days is quite a different one, but this is really a sort of penalising 
a defaulting tenant, by forcing him to pay rent in advance. I therefore 
oppose the amendment.” 

‘ \ 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said .— 


“ My Lord, the only reply that the Hon’ble Member lias given is that it 
would penalise the tenants. Instead of turning them out I suggest this. Is 
it in any way penalising them ? Or rather ‘helping them’ because otherwise 
there is the more expensive procedure of applying to the court and getting 
immediate payment. Where is the penalty ?”’ 


The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result :-— 


4 


Ayes—10. y \- Noes—21. 
« : 


The Hon'ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartti. The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.1.B., C.8., | 
” » Rai Mahendra Chaudra Mitra Baha- ‘* » — Mr. J. G. Cumininig, o,8.1., e108, i 
dur. pets Sig Bijay Chand  Mahtab, - x,c.8.1.," 
a » Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, / K.C.1.&, 1.0.¥., Maharajadhiraja 
ns » Sabu Brajendfa Kishor Ray Ghav- Bahadur of Burdwan. i 
i dhuri, 45 » Mw H. L. Stephenson, 0.8.1., O18. 
“yy Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahe- 44 » . Mr. W. W. Hornell, o.1.8. } 
dur, pag » Sir CO. J, Stevenson-Moore, K.c.he., 
% » Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 0.9.0, a 
” » Babs Surendra Nath Ray. a ww Mr. 8 W.G : 
ngoon Babu Kishori Mohan Ghaudhuri. ra » Khan Bahadur, ‘'Maulvi = Amin-ul+ 
Py » Mr, P. C, Mitter, c.1.m, . Islam. ryt yes 
+ » Mr, WH, Phelps, e » Majot-General W, H, B. Robinson, 
, C,B., 1.MS. v 
. 3 » Mr. F. J. Monahan. é > 
P es » Mr. W.H. 4H. Arden- Wood, OB, oF 


P » Mr. Garner, aM 

% r i As Khao Sahib, Aman Ali, |, 
4 + Mee. 8 8. O'Malley, orm. 9 | 

<a » Mr. M..C. McAlpin, A aw th 

AS, 4 Mr. A. Marr. ae . i ey ‘ 
«ay Mr B.A. Cowley, cng. + 
.'M. Wajson Bae Tt 
~ + : " ” yA » hip Cae 


Ue! 


» ~~ Baba Akhil Chand og 
hs » — Sir Nilratan Sarkar, 








ae ae % 


| Parr IVA] THE CALCUTTA GazerrE, May 26, 1930. eur 









The Cateutta Rent Bill, 1920, 
Maharajadhirajx Bahadur of Burdwan, 
_ The following members were absent = + 


Phe Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. + ha Bs 
©) 164, Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1.K. 
RR Mere. ey y Mr. Alt Ali, ” t 
i Nae ware ae Rai. Sri-Nath Ray Bahadur. : 
nl », * 3abu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 
- a Mr. Aminur Rahman, : 
7 Re Riedl Mr. Hindley, ; 
Prelit Mr, M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri, 
Sein tae ke ME, Ente Chikcdta Singha. 
wrk! Ney Sandell Abdulla-Al Mamun Suhrawardy, 
1 wf Maulvi Abul Kasem. y 
~ Maulvi A. K, Fazl-ul-Haq. bs ce 
% A Raja Hrishikesh Laha, ore. ' wh di cai hy 
Leas ip » Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, x.¢.8.1., 
K.C.v.0. 
ary Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, Kr.,-c.1.8, 
» ~ 4 Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.1.8, 
nt % Siv Narayan Mukherjee. 
as ss Mr. G, A. Bayley. 
” ».. Mr. W. L. Travers. 
be ia Mr. Cathcart. 
Aer i Mr. Piekford. 


The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 21, the motion was lost. 


_ The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn :—. 


4 


, New Clause 21B, é 


158, The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after what standard 
clause 21, the following be added, viz:— Dew eee 


“21B, Tf atenant does not, by previous notice in writing to the landlord, 

_ ‘object to his present rental before the Controller within six months of this 
Act coming into force or in the case of a tenant coming into “eranycene after 
this Act comes into force, within six months of his entering into posses#ion, 
the rent which he is paying shall be deemed to be the standard rent of the 
premises during the period of his tenancy *’: : 


Clause 22, 


154. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
+ the word “‘ may”? in line 1 of clause 22 (1), the words ‘‘ after previous 
ication ’’ be inserted. 


“The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said -— 


; “My Lord, I am willing to accept it.” - 
. "Phe thotion was then pat and agroed to. 
i vA i ithe oo tag shy } ’ ; 


ih samguigy Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
un eadtee fa line 1 of claude’22 (2) (1a), the words “ practice and ” 





nit 
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The Calewtta ‘tent Batt, 1920, 


hur. G. N. Roy ; The President » Maharajadhiraja ‘Bikudi of Paes ; 
* {Rat Mahendra, Chandra io Bahadur. 


The Hon’bie Mr. G. N. Roy eis — 


“My Lord, the amendment seems to be! 5 unintlligible, it it means 
method 3 practice of publication, all I need say is that the words ‘ method 
of publication’ cover everything-and whatever is necessary will be done. I 
think the words ‘ practice and’ are unnecessary." ; 


vray 
} Nr 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


156. Motion Nos. 131 and 188 being carried, the Hon’ ble Babu Ristori 
Mohan Chaudhuri moved that before the word “ copy ” in line 2 of clause 
22 (2) (a), the word “ — ” be inserted. ‘“ : 


The President said :— 


“ Amendment No. 156 is sdosetaeid upon amendments 131 and 138 
which have already been accepted by Government and therefore it is accepted ~ 
by Government.” ‘ “ 


The motion was then put and agreed to. 


157. The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra asin 1 Mitra Bahadur moved 
that after clause 22 (2) (b), the following , viz i— 

“ (61) preecrbing the manner of issuing n6tice upon the landlord in 
case of d wares under section 10, sub soctten (3), and the pay- 
ment thereof ’’, 

He said :— * 


“ My Lord, under pl 10 of the Bill tenants may deposit their rent 
ith the Controller, but I find by referring to clause 22 that rules‘may be 
fratned prescribing certain procedures. If the rent is deposited and there is 

no rule to the eftect how notices are to be serydd upon the landlords, A these 
rules are necessary and hence my amendment. I find in the Bengal Te enancy 
Act that rules have to be framed for the purpose.” 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan caid:-— 

“ My Lord, I am willing to.aceept it im a modified ions if the hon'bo 
movde would accept it.” 
"The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -— 
“T accept it, my Lord.” : 
The motion was.then put in the following form and agreed to :— 
* That after clause 22 (2) (4), the following, be inserted, viz : aD 


(6 1) prescribing the manner of giving notice to the fault ‘in’ case’ 
of a deposit of rent under section 10; swh-seetion’ (3), and: 
the method of withdrawal of the rent by the landlord." ee 

The following motions were, by. leave of the President, w withdrawn :— ve ae 


158. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri | to move that in 
_ line 1 ‘ clause 22 (2) (e), the following be inserted, viz:— f 
‘in proceedings under this Act before the: Controller, ‘the Peilent: 
of the Tribunal, and the ay a ins Court of original juris- = 
‘“ diction in the district ” rite at £ 
159. The Hon'ble Babu Kisho i hat that after: 
the word “S of ” in line 3 of ror reo O word “1 sa te adroit 


ae ey 


/ 
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. S  Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; The President. 


The following motion being consequential upo soci is aweannte 
139 was deemed to have been | oe pon ‘motions Nos an . 


NS f teat “ »~ Clause 23. 
_ 160. If motion Nos. 187 and 189 be carried, the Hon'ble Rai Radha 
“Charan Pal. Bahadur to move that for the-word “revising” in-line 1 of clause 
23 the words ‘‘ hearing appeals from ’’ be substituted. 


_ 161. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
oe erected ” in line 1 of clause 24. the words ‘‘ or re-erected ’’-be 
imse . “st ‘ : 


Ho said: 


““My Lord; the object of my amendment is this. Suppose there is a plot ) 
of land measuring, say, 4 or 5 cottahs and there is.an old dilapidated building 
on it, the whole structure is pulled down and one or two buildings are con- 
structed there. Am I to understand that this Act will apply to such 
buildings ? If so, I would like to. add the words ‘ or re-erected’ to clause 24. 
Of course, if it is said that the word ‘erected’ would cover these cases, then 
I do not want to press it. If not, I would insfst on the insertion of the words 
“or re-erected’ in the clause.” . ite 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 


“My Lord, if a building is demolished and then it is re-erected again, 
that kind of re-erection is covered ‘by clause 24. But if it is a partial 
re-erection, certainly it is not the intention that clause 24 should cover. it, 
and therefore on behalf of Goverament I am unable to accept it.” 


The motion was then put and lost. - 
The President said :-— 


“Amendment No. 162 is consequential upon amendment No. 161 and 
therefore falls. As to amendment’ No. 163, clause 24 deals with the exemp- 
tion of new buildings and it has nothing to do with the question of land 
acquisition, The matter should be raised in connection with the proposed new 

25. Amendment No. 164 has been disposed of by a previous decision 
of the Couneil.” Aa 


The’ following motions were then deemed to have been withdrawn :— 


“162. If motion No. 161 be carried, the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 


Bahadur to move that after the word “erection ’’ in line 2 of clause 24 


the-words “ or re-erection ’’ be inserted. 


164. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq td move that at"the end - 
of clause 24 the following be added, viz. :-— pee 
“or to premises whose rent was below ru two hundred and fifty 
ges ets asmonth, before the Ist day of April, 1916. 


ise 2s BB. The ‘Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur moved that, 
_ after.cluse 24 of the Bill the following be added, viz :— 

_ © © 95, The ‘ standard.rent ’ under this Act-shall not be considered to be. Standard rent . 
- the Sti of any valuation under any proceedings under the Land Acquisition pot',° t= 
Act. ae valuation. 
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Rai Debender Chunder -Ghase- Bahadur ; Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
: Bahadur; Mr. G. N. Roy. rae, Bae 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said: 


* My Lord; this Act would put down the natural rise of rent of house 
properties in the city, and that being so, it stands elie 4 that this artificial 

_ depreciation of the rent value for the period of three years should not be the : 
basis of land acquisition proceedings, | Proceedings under the ‘Land Acquisi- 
tion ‘Act will be going on at all times at the instance of public bodies such as 

the Improvement Trust, the Calcutta Corporation and also at the instance 

of joint stock companies and several Government Departments, ~ It does 

not look fair that Government. by a. legislative enactment to put down’ the 

natural rise of rent value of house property should take advantage of it and 

acquire property on the basis of the rent which might. be prevailing during 

these three years. In the case of a private persdn such conduct looks very 

ugly, and I therefore propose that there should be some express provision 

to the effect that advantage should not be taken of it by the Land Acquisition 

Collector or that the standard rent should not be the basis of land acquisition 

proceedings,” ea 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said-— 


“My Lord, I beg to support this amendment. I have a similar amend- 
ment No. 166 although I have drafted it in general terms.. The object of 
my amendment is based upon similar reasons. In cases of land acquisition 
proceedings for the purpose of aéquiring: land, the chief factor of -valuin; 
the land or bailding is the rent, and the question therefore arises whether 
the rent receivable during the three years will be one of the factors for deter- 
mining. the valuation of land. In my humble opinion that ought not 
to be. The normal rent of the building or land should be considered as. 
one of the factors in valuing the land o building, and -for this reason. 
I submit to the Council that the rent which is controlled by the Act ought 
not to be the basis: of caleulation in valuing the land. I support amend- 
tment No. 165, and I have already put forward my views in oonnastieta at : 
my amendment No. 166.” 4 Sr as a 

ST 
The Hon'ble Mr. G. N. Roy said :-— vat i 

“Trise to oppose the proposal, I notice that there are three other 
amendments on the same lines. ‘I can appreciate the apprehension of the’ 
Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur who appears to be Knighterrant ‘of 
_ the landlords in this Council; No such apprehension was voiced by him or 
by anyone else in the Select Committee, He will probably find that he igs ~ 
tilting at a windmill in this instance. I am surprised, however, that such . 
eminent, lawyers.as Rai Bahadur. Debender Chunder Ghose and Rai Bahadur 
Mahendra Nath Mitra shall feel the same apprehension, viz., that the Act 
- before us’ will affect in any way the proceedings under the Land Acquisition 
Act. .My Loxd, it is not a new thing which we have discovered: or evolved. 
An Act was passed in England some time ago. Bombay and Rangoon have 
passed their measures. It may be expected that the authors who passed the 
measures in Bombay and Rangoon have accomplished their task, looking before 
and after. They felt no apprehension. The suggestion apparently is that 
Government will be deliberately lowering the rent just to acquire land at a 


a 


small value.” ie 
P : ; : ‘3 ot CAST GR ee wo) SG 
The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur cad :— 


“That is not the suggestion.” 





2 “i Mr. G. N. Roy; Rat Debender. Chunder. Ghose Bahadur. 
‘Tho Hon'ble Mr. G.N.Roy continuing said 
ey x “Tam ad to hear that. This. is a piece of emergency legislation which is 





d on account of extreme necessit: and is going to last only for t 
years. h should the standard rent whisk we ae, Fi weal mittee ss 
4 with the valuation of land which thé Land Acquisition officers have to 
prepa cond Bh ed 18 bane sper are a tae Upon the market value of the 
l wh § to be acquired. e@ market value of land i ld 
d rent hich We are fixing for three years, eT ret Oe 
ats 9 contention be, that the Land Acquisition authorities Will proceed 
upon the basis of the actual rents’ paid for’a series: of years, the Siephy aneemn: 
. is thatthe and Acquisition Judge 18 not likely to be guided by the controlled 
- ye big three years during which the Act will be in force: “I have'some 








° and experience as a Judge and I can hardly. believe: that any 
Judge or other authority will depart from the ordinaty principles of law and 


range ety on the standard rénts which we are fixing. This is all 


T am not unmindful of the subtle thought which was probably in 
the back of the far-seeing hon’ble gentleman’s mind and which he hor not 


‘ 


_ Voiced, It is this: what will happen if ‘by controlling rents in this’fashion the‘ 


market value of land goos down? In the first place the majority of the 
people.of Calcutta will sre: We are looking forward to a time ohen we are 
going to have more buildings, more suburbs and so on and if the land value 
a8 down many of us will have a chance. of having a place somewhere 
in the sun of Calcutta. Some observers tell us that this Act will make no 
change in the land values of Calcutta. If that is 80, our hon’ble friends are 
safe. If they do fall, will the amendment make any difference? Not the 
‘slightest... The fail is there and the Land Acquisition officers will have to 
proceed: upon a factor, that is, the land value. They cannot be forced to go 
, back upon the previous market value unless of course we alter the Land 
Acquisition Act. Ido not suppose that either the hon'ble mover or his 
friends propose +o remodel the Land Acquisition Act to counteract the effects 


of this Act.» As I have said, the matter is entirely irrelevant. The market. 


value is not connected with what we are going to do, and the fixing of standard 
rent will not affect in any way the proceedings of the Land Acquisition officer. 


_ My Lord, I oppose the amendment on the ground that it is irrelevant.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 
“My Lord,,we have been told that the Land Acquisition Collectoé will 
ascertain the market value and then pay awards accordingly, but in ascertain- 
_ ing the market value be will have to ascertain the rent of a certain nuinber of 
years. » There are also other ways of valuing a property where the ground. is 
- more than is necessary for the main. building and the owner ean put up asecond 
ehouse on the nd, where the Collector does ngt proceed on the rent value 
* but bret a the value of the land independent of the building and that 
‘of the building independent of the land. But it is only in fow cases that this 
_. is done. In the majority of cases he looks to the rent of the housé ‘and then 
fixes the value’ as the market value. What wouldgbe the effect of leaving 


the Act as it is? If it is not intended to depreciate the rent value of 


‘ alcutta property, then where is the necwnaty of this fat ? The, Aci intends 
t ¢ 


. 


c : 
to put down the natural rise of rent in the town of Calcutta. and thetefore 
f “Teh Beas right in saying that it will affect the value of house properties 

"in a for three years. If Government pase an fa of rive kind _ 
_ then go on with land acquisition proceedings on the basis of the standard 
‘hae ed-under this Act, it will certainly be hard upon the property 
c ave said that it will be rather ugly in the case of a private 









va 
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Act not to affect 
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the Land 


7 


Acquisition Act, 


‘ 


Btay of 

Lav semgrn ge 
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Babu Surendra Nath Ray: 


gentlemen who will think twice before going on in’ that ‘way.’ Tvithittk “the 
code of honour is equally applicable to the State. ‘Therefore I think I am 
right in suggesting that Government would be acting fairly if they were to 
Say in so many words that though we have passed this Act as a temporary 
measure for the relief of persons who find it had to get house accommodation 
at a reasonable rent, the standard rent fixed under this Act for a period of 
three years is not to be considered as indicating the market value of the land. 
The land acquisition Officers work under the control of Government and they 
have no option in formulating their own views as to what is the maker 





2S 


value. 
If they find that the temper of Government is that the rent value of the 
properties should be checked «in its rise then it would be lowered to some 
extent during the period of three years. Where is the harm. in daying down 


in so many words in this Act’ that the land acquisition proceedings should ~ 


proceed independently.of the rent fixed under this Act?” . 


The motion was then put and lost. 


“The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn, ts 


166. The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur to move 
that after clause 24, the following be added, viz:— 


“96, ‘Nothing in this Act shall affect the market value of lands and 
buildings to be determined under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 ”’. 


‘167. The Hon'ble Mr.\M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri was to have 
moved that after clause 24 the following be added, viz :— 


‘© 25. (1) Whenever on an application made for possession or-enhance- 
jment of rent under this Act, the occupant binds himself with two sureties in 
a bond for such amount as the Controller thinks reasonable, having regard 
to the value of the pro wa and probable costs of the suit, ‘to institute with- 
out delay a ‘suit in the Tig Court or in the principal Gjvil Court of original 
jurisdiction in the district against the applicant for compensation for tres- 

ass and for enhancement of rent, and to pay all costs of such suit in case he 
hdbe not prosecute the same or in case judgment ‘therein is given for the 


applicant, the Controller shall stay proceedings on such application until © 


such suit is disposed of. mee 
(2). If the occupant obtains a decree in any such suit against the appli- 
cant, such decree shall supersede the order (if any) under this, Act.”’s 


The Hon’ble Member being absént, the motion was deemed to have been 
withdrawn. “ . i aie 


168. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved that after clause 24, 
the following be added, viz:— Rein Saber 

95. During the pefiod this’ Act shall remain in force, the Corpora-* 
tion of Calcutta shall not raise its assessment of any premises over the 
standard rent.on the ground of the increase of value, when any standard rent 
has been fixed in respect of the said premises ’’. — be "eats 


ee Tat 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said — 


“My. Lord, under clause 2 of the Bill standard rent in relation tovany 
\ eg should be the rent at which the premises were let on the lst, Novem- 


1918, or where they were not let on that date, the rent at which they 
wore lagt let before that date, and after the Ist of April 1916 with the addi- 
tion in either ease of 10 per cent. on such rent, and under section 15, if there 

> : 4 \ é : ; * ; 
Ne ; p ae ve . ; 


east 


‘ . ae z Me eM LRA ahr tie a toe: 
Hye breen Be abeh {fat only Ni AE RAG Deh oH 


< | 


ie “ has, not been an increase of rent or if the rent at which the premises were 
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last let was in the opinion of the Controller undul 
andey-teh : iduly low, then the Control] 
may 7 a fair rent, so that you always get a fair rent fixed for the weeds if 


~ ‘that be ‘the case and when there are these data to go upon, I really do not 


_ understand why the Calcutta Corporation should again interfere with a valu- 


: 


- ation in respect. of the same prémises. ‘This is all I have got to say, my Lord.’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Gurner said :-— 
“My Lord, it isto a thankless and difficult task that I rise in stating the 


position “of the Calcutta Corporation in regard to this amendment. -Goyern- ~ 


ment, I ufderstand, have an open mind on the subject, and it wi 

with the free decision of this Council whether or nis the the this 
emergency Rent Bill should be extended to affect the whole system of municipal 
assessment. I was explaining last night that the rental assessment of 
Calcutta is based on the valuation, taken to correspond to the fair rent, 
the rent at which the premises may reasonably be expected to let from year 


to yeat and that asséssments once made cannot be enhanced within a’ 


period .of six years. Now when this Act first comes into force, I am quite 


ready to admit that there will be a very few cases in which the fair rent 


does not correspond with the standard rent. There will be a few cases, as * 


for instance. when.the premises-are let within the family at an extraordinary 
low rent, or as part of a business arrangement. In the latter cases, we 
assess on the actual.rent paid. Besides this, we have to face the question 


- of the operations of this Act which the Hon’ ble Mr. Mitter has raised. more 


than once, .Let us take two possible cases. Suppose: the landlord, alter. 


the standard rent is fixed, instals two broken chairs and useless almirahs and 
Ansists on letting his premises. 50 per cent. above the standard rent. Ina 


_ case like that our assessing officers would be entitled to take the fair rent as 


something more than the standard, rent of the premises. Another obvious 
experience would be for a tenant to pay the landlord a.salami of of Rs.‘ 2,000 
plus the fine of Rs. 1,000 notwithstanding the terms of the Act; he will 
of course have to pay his rent into the bargain. That is a procedure which 
we have met with in the Corporation in theatre cases’; as I say probably 

' there would be circumstances arising out of the Act in which we should find 
the fair rent to be a little more than the standard rent. That much for 
the immediate present. ? 


an end. You will recollect that the assessment made in the year 1922 
will be valid for six years, whereas you may take it for certain that by 
‘that time all these rents will have risen jabove the present rate. If the 
Act should be extended, presumably a higher percentage will be allowed, 
but that would be no benefit to the rates which had actually been fixed in 


- 1922! What we should have to do in 1922, if we are bound to take the stand- 


_ ard rent as the fair rent, is to fix our rates on the rents paid in 1918 plus 


10 per cent. although tliat assessment has to stand for ancther six years up 
to the year 1928, In 1927 and in the early part of 1928 the lucky owners 


‘ ~ would still be paying rates on a basis,of the rents of 1918 plus 10 per cent. 
_ Is that fair to the city finances, orto the tenants in other wards of the city 


SS 


ay 


avd 


which had had previously been, assessed ? 


Now let us put ourselves two years further off, when this Act comes to $ 


ae Then ‘again, I should like to point out the numérous practical difficulties — 


which come from simply tagging this clause on to the present Act. ‘lo begin 


with, the unit of our present assessment is a building; the unit of the 
a ‘hereon we is the premises which may be a part of a building or room. 


we shall have buildings in which one room or a suite of rooms 


7" 


__ only has been assessed to the standard rent. Therefore as-far as I can follow 


\ , ' 
Ne a at 








” 


nd to assess the whole building on — 


the present amendment, we shall be bow ( 
the standagd rent or we shall have to go into very difficult calculations. 
in, there may be several standard rents, whereas we have only one rate. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Mitter gave instances earlier in the day of kinds of sub- 
letting. Are we to take the basis of. our valuation on these varying rents 
paid ‘to the.sub-landlords ? , There. is one much more important:di 
which did not occur to the Hon’ble Members on the other side of the 
House, and that is this: that in section 567. of .the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, the land acquisition value is presumed to be 25 times’ the? muni 
valuation ; therefore if the standard rent does correspond to the municipal 
valuation, then the acquisition rate of the premises will be presumed 
to'be 25 times the standard rent which is just what the Hon'ble Members 
want to avoid: aot (See Nee 
These are the practical difficulties which coms’ most prominently before 
one when we consider this amendment, and it is quite impossible at this late 
hour to go further into the technical difficulties. would, however, as 
the matter is to be decided by free vote in the Council, warn Hon'ble 
Members most seriously against the possible effect of this Bill on our munici- 
pal revenues. Ido not know whether theCouncil alises the storms that 
we ate weathering under the Rent Bill. I think, under the new system, we. 
are going to lose over a lakh ‘of rupees in our markets alone, and it would be ~ 
disturbing the whole system under which we have built up these markets. — 
By an amendment moved yesterday by the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
’ Bahadur, our whole educational policy has been hampéred because it has 
transferred to the occupier, the whole of the liability for any educational cess 
- , which may be raised in the future, to give effect to the scheme of education 
put forward by Government, These are the obstacles we aré going to meet 
with, and now we are faced with’a much more tadical danger of equalisin 
the standard rent with the fair rent, the effects of which are more lasting and 
more widening. _ : ; aa 
I need hardly emphasise the capilal needs with which we are faced in 
the near future. There is the large question of water-supply. There is the 
question of the wholesale revision of the pay of ofr sta¥, which will run 
into more than 2 lakhs; there is the new educational. policy and there is _ 
the development. of the undeveloped areas, which is: in itself a matter of — 
the highest isons as regards the extension of houses in Calcutta. 
If our revenues are docked or curtailed by the acceptance of the amend- | 
ment now before the Council. you risk impeding ' the execution of the 
large capital improvements to which We have looked forward in the near ~ 
' Tuture; you’ msk even curtailing’ most’ fundamental ‘municipal activities, 
for instance, the improvement of the water-supply. I would appeal to Your. 
Excellency and this Council, and to the Hon'ble Member in charge of this 


Ph 
Bill, as I understand he is. still open to persuasion, not to let’ emergency 
legislation like this, .disturb the revenue system on which the city 
——e are based. 1 would ey the ae to let a casual Mee ck alt. 
jaded Council have the effect of impairing the revenue system on the basis — 
of -which the city has built” pte financial position, nt: Bb ey 
perfectly normally, without injusti¢e, nobwithstanding “what our critics might — 
Say, and in accordance with the accepted principles of British municipal 


_ administration since the days of the Justices of the Peace.” 


On the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter rising to speak, the President said :— a “ " 4 
“I think it would be better that the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja 
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The Hou'ble Mr. W. WwW. Hornell, OAR. 
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The motion was put and agreed to. 


The President; Mr. P. C. Mitter, 
The President said -— 


“The Hon'ble Mamber will see that the governi i 

a ! @ governing clause of this amend- 
ment is that the Corporation of Calcutta is not to raise its assessment . by 
more than 10 per.cent. That is to say his amendment will give the Corpora- 


tion the right to raise the assessmeni by 10 per cent. The’ Council has 


already decided that during the continuance of this Act the Corporation shall 
not raise the assessment of any premises above the standard rent. ° It is 
therefore out of order to move an amendment which would empower’ the 
Corporation to raise their assessment by 10 per cent.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said -— 
“Ti must bow to Your Excellency’s decision.” 
The motion was then deented to have been withdrawn. 


The following motion was then deemed to have been withdrawn. 


163. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after 
the word “* Act ”’ in line 3 of clause 24, the following be added, viz:— 


“and also shall not apply in the matter of determining the compensa- 
tion payable in respect of any premises which may he acquired 
under the Land Acquisition Act ’’. 


169A. The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that 
consequent on motion No, 28 being carried in an amended form, the following 
amendments be made :—- 


(1) in line 5 of clause 2 (f) (7) for the word and figures “April 1916” 
the word and figures “ November 1915” be substituted ; 


(2) for the word and figures “‘ April f914” in the two places ‘in which 
they occur in clanse 15 (2), proviso (7). the word and figures 
‘** November 1913” be substituted ; 
(3) for the figures “1914” in line 5 of clause 17 (1) (a) the figures 
“1913” be substituted. 7 pst 
He said :-— : 
“My Lord, in consequence of an amendment to clause 2 which was 
accepted by Government, certain consequential ainendments are necessary, 
and I beg leave to move them.” . ‘ 


The motion wag put and agreed to. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that the 
Secretary be directed to re-number the clauses and sub-clauses of the Bill in 
consecutive order and to make corresponding alterations in all cross-references 
thereto. fd 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


ft 


LIST OF BUS!NESS—ITEM No. 5. 


da wckes ; ; , 
- {he Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that the 
Bill, as settled in Council, be passed. 
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PART Iv. 


Bills introduced in the Bengal Legislative Council, Reports 
of Select Committees presented or to be presented in 
that Council, and Bills published before introduction 
in that Council i 


? 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


C3 ~ BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


NOTIFICATION. 


No. 6924., dated the 28th May, 1920.—His Uxcellency the President 
‘having been pleased to order, under rule 33 (b) of the Bengal Legislative 
» Rules, 1912, the publication of the Report of the Select Committee to which 

' the Bill to. consolidate and amend the law relating to the construction 
- of drainage and other works for the improvement of the agricultural and 
* — sanitary conditions of certain areas in Bengal was referred, the Report 
_. of the said Committee, with the Bill, as amended by them, annexed, is hereby 
published for general information. 
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NOTE OF DISSENT BY THE HON'BLE KUMAR SHIB 3 
> SHEKHARESWaR Ray. *.) 
_ IL would have liked to have some Statutory provisions for the follow- 

ing 


+ <"(2) Amount’ of the estiniated cost at which a scheme is to be classed 
as a major scheme. 


\ (2) Rejection of a scheme if the recoverable estimated cost exceeded 
_ the annual'value of the land affected by the scheme. 


i 3) Recovery of costs by yearly instalments not exceeding a quarter of 
the annual value. of the land affected. 
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ry ; wo Ba encae ania 
CLAUSE. 
PREAMBLE. 
Preliminary. 
1. Short title, extent, and’ commencement. ‘ 
2. Definitions: : 


Application for construction of works and 
procedure thereon. 
Procedure by the Collector on receipt of 
application for the undertaking of a work. 
Order after inquiry. 
Engineer to prepare scheme. 
Publication of séheme. * : 
Procedure in the case of minor schemes. 
Power of Collector to reject, or accept, scheme. 
Procedure in the case of major _ schemes. 
Appointment of committee. 
Committee to consider major schemes. 
Committee to forward scheme to Lotal Gov- 
ernment for consideration. 


SS cen mem os 


12. (Omitted) 
. 138. Order by the Local Government on the : i 


scheme, 
14. Engineer gineer to execute scheme. * 
15. eposit, or security for cost of work. 
16. Power to enter into, or upon, land forming . - 


part of a local area. 


Apportionment and recovery of costs. 


17. Report by Engineer on completion of work. 
18. Procedure on receipt of report. ; 
19. Collector to determine amount recoverable 


and prepare detailed statement. " 
pee prosolere on, completion of detailed ‘state- 
ment, 
21. (Omitted.) : 
22. Realization of costs due. 
23. (Omitted.) 


aris 24. Recovery. of arrears as arrears | of land- 
revenue. / 


‘ 
. 


Miscellaneous. 


25. Compensation for consequential damage. 
* , 26. Limitation to claim for compensation. 


27. Procedure for determining compensation. re 
28. Matters to be considered in determining 
compensation. i ‘ 


28A. Additional costs, 
2." Drainage works subject to laws relating to 
public embankments, a 
30. Lands and works how to be vested. : 
31. Maintenance of works, iy 
82, Local Government to adthinister capitalized 
cost of maintenance. ; 
33. “Penalty for constructing weirs, etc., obstruct- — 
~~) ing public drainage. , 3 
34. Powers of the Commissioner, etc., in. taking 


ed 


evidence. e ‘ 

it 35. Proceedings not to be invalidated by ‘irregu- 
; larities.: , 2 
. 36. Power of Local Government to make rules, . 


37. Repeal. 





Short title, extent 
and commencement. 


THE BENGAL AGRICULTURAL AND SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT BILL, 1920. 


(As amended by the Select Committee.) — « 
[Note.—The changes made in the Bill by the Select Commi 
far as possible, been underlined, aS pee 
J. F. Granam, 


An . Secy, to the Govt. of Bengal and Secy. 
» tothe Bengal Legislative Council.) 


A BILL 


to consolidate and amend the law relating to the 
constriction of drainage and other works sor the 
improvement of the agricultural and sanitary 
conditions of certain areas in Bengal. | 


WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend 
the law relating to. the construction of drainage and 


other works for the improvement of the agricultural , 


and sanitary conditions of certain areas in Bengal; 
It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


Preliminary. 


1. (J) This Act may be called the Bengal Agricul- 


tural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920. | 


\ 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal, except the 
town of Calcutta as defined in clause (7)*of section 3 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899, and any area 
which has been or may hereafter be constituted a 
municipality under the provisions of the Benga 
Muni¢ipal Act, 1884: 


Provided that if any scheme under this Act jointly 
affects any area to which this Act extends and any 
municipal area,*this Act shall be deemed to apply to 
such municipal area for the: purposes of such scheme. 


(3) It shall come into force on such date as the 
Local Government may, by notification in the Calewtta 
Gazette, direct. . 


2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant 
in the subject or context,— : 


(1) (Omitted.) 


(2) * Collector ”—. 


(a) means the officer in charge of the revenue 
jurisdiction of the district within which 
the lands which form the subject of ascheme 
under this Act are situated, or,in the case of 
a scheme relating to lands lying in more 
than one district, any such officer or officers 
as may beselected by the Commissioner ; and 


(6) includes any officer appointed by the Local 
Government by general or special order to 


.. «+5. discharge all or any of the functions of the 


Collector under this Act ; 


Cf. , 
ak ¥ of ins, 
#.1(2).) 


Ben. Act 
III of 1899, 


Ben, Act 
LI of 1884, 


* (Cf. __Ben, 
Act VI of 
1880, #. 3.) 


4 a 


’ 
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(O° GR JABUT IOI JABURR 454% : 
Ceres’ (Preliminary.—Clause FO aia 
(3) the * cost” of a work includes— he aay nb Fo P 
(4) the total expenditure incurred by the Engineer 1895, s. 18} 
* or surveys, plans, estimates, valuations of ~ 
a work, and incidental expenses connected 
therewith, whether antecedent or subsequent 
to the adoption of a schemte, and all expenses 
incurred in its execution ; bar 


* 


. (6) the estimated capitalized cost of the main- 
tenance of the work; \ 


(c) the total expenditure incurred by the Collector 
in connection with the scheme and work 
; rY inclusive of any preliminary inquiry, com- 
™ pensation for and cost of ang. land taken or 
acquired for the purposes of this Act, the 
preparation or revision of any. record-of-: 
rights and the cost of apportionment and 
‘: recovery ; ’ 

(@) all amounts paid, or estimated as payable, as, 
compensation for damage inflicted in carrying 
out any scheme or work under this Act; and 

(e) interest on all recoverable de posits or ad vances 
made by -the Local Government, or by a 
local authority, or any person, at such rates 
and from and to such dates as may be 
prescribed ; : 


(4) “Engineer” means the District Engineer, or EO, Ben. 
any Engineer, or other person specially appointed by Ac. way 
the Local Government in the case of major schemes, or e 
by the Collector in the case of minor schemes, to dis- 
charge all or any of the functions of an Engineer 
under this Act; ~ . i 


(5) “landlord” means a person immediately under , [Cf Act 
whom a tenant holds and includes a landlord in khas © fin died 
Possession and also the overnment ; 


re) +8 local area” means the ‘portion ofa district or ‘ ’ 
districts to which a scheme under this Act relates,and  - ’ 
any municipal area included within such scheme ; 


- (7) “local authority ” mean any authority legally “ 

entitled to, or entrusted by Government With, the 

control or marfagement of a. municipal, or local fund, 

and includes a Local. Board gonstituted under the : 

Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885; of tai 
(8) “major scheme” means a scheme— be 


(¢) in which the estimated cost of the work 
involved exceeds the prescribed amount, 
a sodyntie sy 

(#) in which more than one local authority ‘is’ - 
concerned, or’ “ 
(tit) which the Collector has certified should be 
treated, in such circumstances as may. be — 
’ _» Prescribed, as a major scheme ; ts 
(9) “minor scheme” means any scheme other than 
& major scheme ;_ ATE 5 eal Acai 
(10) * prescribed” means prescribed by rules under 
this Act; chet utterly prea fsa pe 
He . eos . : f s » 
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pape aren Sanitary Improvement Bill, 1920, 


4 
(Application Sor construction of works and ed 
thereon.—Clauses 8—5,) Bsa 


: rs . ~ (11) (Omitted) ; ; 

‘ 12) a“ scheme” includes— % 

- : } (a)a survey and Plans, 

; 40) estimates of the cost of the work involved 
in such scheme, 


(ec) a description or map of the local area, and 
(d) a report on the scheme; 


ms ; (13) “ tenant” means a person, whether i Of. Act 
ay non-resident in the ASbalt aren who nolde teen rs . Lie sue 
‘premises for any purposes whatsoever under ‘another 
pefson, and is, or bat for & special contract would 
be, liable to bay rent for that land or premises to that 
Person, and includes any rent-free holder or temporary 
occupant of land or premises, . 


Application for construction of works and procedure 
thereon. 


Pima by the _ 8. Whenever an application is received by the 

of application for the Collector from a local authority, or Local authorities, or 

a of a any person, or persons, recommending the undertakin Z 

pg of any work for the improvement, or for the prevention 
of the deterioration, of the agricultural or sanitary 
condition of any area, or If the Collector is himself 

« Ofopinion that the undertaking of any such work is 
necessary, he shall cause such inquiries as he may 
deem necessary to be made and shall thereafter consult 
the local authority, or local authorities concerned ; 


' Provided that if'atter such inquiries, the Collector 
? . is satisfied that the proposed work will constitute 


a minor seheme which is main] agricultural in ™ 
Character, no relerence to-any local authority shall 

Be necessary but may be made if the Collector deems ‘ 
it desirable. ; 


“Order attec ingairy.. <Q, -(Z)-On completion of the necessary inquiries, 
™ —..- and after consultation, when necessary, with the local 
5 authority, or local authorities, the Collector shall— 


Cf.. Ben. 
ad ior 1882, 
8. 11,) 


(a) if he considers that the proposed work should 
not be done, pass an order to that effect; 
or 


(b) if he considers that the work propoged or 
2 \ -, modified should be done, take action as 
hereinafter provided. 


* ie 


(2) An appeal shall lie to the Commissioner against 
every order by the Collector under clause (a) of sub- 
: Section (!) within thirty days of such order: and the 
Pak ee wen Ue decision of the Commissioner thereon shall be final, 


* 


* 
9.5 


Ben. Act 
1895, 


pe gins Lo propa 6. (1 ehencead it has been decided under sec- oy, 
aba A ation i bis cha with any work, the Collector shall int 
1 EBs Fe TOI Sia tke Engineer to prepare a scheme _ 

Mite Born p < ; ‘ ann A - 
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The Bengal Agricultural and.’ , 


‘ 6 ‘ ‘ 
(Application for construction of works and procedure ’ 
thereon. Clauses 6—10.) ; 


(2) When the Engineer has prepared any such 
scheme, he shall forward it to the Collector, who 
may,®ubject to such rules as may be prescribed in 
this behalf, make such modifications ‘therein as he 
may deem necessary. ( 
y 
‘ Publication —of 6. As soon as possible after the receipt of the 4 eyyrrw 
rt scheme, the Collector shall publish a notice in the {43> 
prescribed manner calling for objections, or suggestions 
thereon by any local authorities, or persons interested, 
within stich time as may be prescribed, : ‘ 


Procedure in the ; . “he 
Poe gear: Mgt om 7. In the case of minor schemes, the Collector 


schemes. shall, as soon as possible after the expiry of the 
period fixed by the notice published under section 6, 
proceed in the prescribed manner to consider any 
objections, or suggestions received in regard to the 
scheme. ‘ 


\ 


Power of Collector r | = aes 
Pat 0S yp graeme 8. (1) The Collector may 


heme. P 
ee (a) reject the scheme referred to in section 7, or 


(6) subjéct to such rules as may be prescribed in 
this behalf, accept it with such modifica- 
tions as he may deem necessary, and 
shall determine, in the prescribed manner, 
the method in which, and the conditions 
subject to which, the cost of the work shall 
be financed and distributed! 


- 


(2) An appeal shall lie to the Commissioner against 

every order by the Collector’ wnder sub-section (2) 

on within thirty days of such order;and the decision of 
the Commissioner thereon shall be final. ‘ 


wart 9.° In the case of major schemes, the Collector 

a mai shall, as:soon as possible after the receipt of the 1 

ppointment 0 . 2s * * * 

committee, scheme, in addition to the publication required by — 
section 6, refer it to the Commissioner, and the Com- 
missioner shall forthwith appoint a commiitee, to be 
constituted in the prescribed manner, with the Collec- 
tor as Chairman, representing the Jocal authorities 


and the pa SIRS cultivating and other interests , 
of the area to which the scheme relates. : 
Committee to con- 


{ sider majorschanes,  . 10. (1) On the expiry of the period fixell by the 
notice published under section 6, the committee shall 
proceed in the scribed manner to consider any 
objections, or ey ETE in regard to the scheme 
received. by the Collector, and may éither accept the 
scheme with such modifications as it) may deem 
necessary, or reject it. , : 


; Ua) Whenevera scheme has been accepted by the Pid 
Committee, it shall frame proposals. in the prescri Oi penety 
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Sanitary Improvement Bill, 1920. t 


(Application for construction of works and procedure 
thereon.—Clauses 11—15.) 


(2) An appeal shall lie to the Local Government 


against every order by the committee under sub- 
‘section (1), within sixty days of such order, 


(3) It shall be in. the discretion of the Local Gov- 


‘ ernment, ip the case of any scheme rejected by the 
ommittee under sub-section (/), of their own motion, 


to cancel, or modity such order, and in such case the 
minittee shull required to frame proposals for 
financing and distributing the cost of the work as 


+ * ———— 
ganctioned by the Local Government, in the manner 
linge elena Sh er A OUOE 


set out in sub-section (a). 


Peer so Od 11. When proceedings under section 10 have been 
Loval_ Government Completed, the committee shall forward the scheme 


r consideration, 


0 by the Local 
asta’: on the 
scheme. 


_ through the Commissioner to the Local Government, 


together with its proposals for financing and distri- 
buting the cost thereof. 


12. (Omitted.) 


13. The Local Government shall consider the 


scheme and proposals of the Committee, together with 
any appeals oer may have been received under 





section 10, sub-section (2), and may reject them, or 
accept, them, with such modifications as they may 
consider necessary ; and. the order of the Local 
Government thereon shall be final. 


Bngineor to execnte 14. (a1) As soon as possible after a scheme has 


scheme, 


been accepted tinder section 8, or section 13, the 
direct the Engineer to execute the 





(1), When the cost or part thereofis to be recovered 
from, the landlords and tenants of the local area, the 
Collector may direct the preparation, or revision, as the 
case may be, of a record-of-rights of the local area in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter X. of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, in so far as the same may 
be applicable. ; 


(2) The Collector may acquire, under the provisions 


of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, any land required 
for the purpose of any Such work. 


Deposit or security 15. (1) An applicant may at any time be requir 


. for cost of work.» 
—_——— 


ed, and, before any action is taken under section 14, 


_ shall be required, to deposit, or to give security for, 


the cost of the work, or such portion thereof as may 

be payable by him ; and ‘all proceedings under this 
Act shall be stayed until such requisition is complied 
with. _ 


‘sige (2) The. cost of the work, or any portion thereof 


‘may, in any cuse, bé advanced by the Local Govern- 


_ ment, or by any local authority, or any person. 


71 


t 


————————————_—_— 


VIII of 1885, 


I of 1894. 


i ea 
. v aR Lined Ke es iz} Fenvinganay as spots re 
s a Sy . i va . anak: : atin | 
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j Sry LS : Sey ete 
The Bengal Agricultural and - a hay a 
i Bt 


(Application for construction of works and progedure 
‘ thereon.—A pportionment and recovery of costs,— | 
Clauses 16—18,) 


a 
Power to’enter into 16. The En ineer, or any other person duly cy. Bon. Act 
ing ‘part. of « local Buthoriged Wo repure a scheme, or to “excoute any viet at 
area, work under rhs Act may himself, or < his agents <p 
and workmen, entér into or upon'any land forming 3 Shey 
part of the local area, and carry out sich ‘work there- ; 
on as may be required, : A 


Apportionment and recovery of costs. 


Report by Engineer 17, On the completion of any work executed under A te 
wake Pen ot this Act, the Engineer shall forthwith submit to’ the «aj. 
, Collector a report accompanied by— / 


« (4) astatement of the items” of the cost of the ~ 
' Work veferred to in Sub-clauses. (a), (b) 
and (d) of clause (3) of section 2 ;-and 


(6) a copy of the map prepared in the prescribed 
manner of the local area benefited by the 


improvement, ; ‘ 
% / . . 
Procedure on 18. (7) On recei ty ‘of the report and other docu- 
recelpt of report ments required by se@tion 17, the Collector shall— 
> Senos ieee eae aeeeenetempeenenetnen aos 


(i) prepare a Statement showing the total cost 
of the work ; 


(@%) determine the distribution of the said cost 
betwee n— 
een 


(a) the applicant, - 
(b) the Loeal Government, 
(ce) the local authori ties concerned, and 


(d) the landlords and tenants collectivel 
ol the Tocal urea, % 
Et 


and 


(7) Apportion the share of such Cost_recoverable 
rom the landlords or bants, or both, or 
diff » according tos 


ifferent. classes thereo g ug 

rates as may be dolor, y be determined in the pre. 

scribed manner. having regan], so far ae 

» practicable, to tue degree of benefit derived. 

or estimated to be derived D the different 

areas and classes affected by ths scheme, 
the scheme. | 

(2) The Collector shall ublish_ in the prescribed 


manner the statement and 2 peers sae to 
in sub-section (2), and a copy of the: map snbmitted 


under clause (b) of section 1%, after such revision as he 


may deem Bee, and shall send an abstract Olthe | | 
statement an particulars to éac _authority Wye * 
concerifed - pias a , Seg 
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Sanitary Improvement Bill, 1920. 


‘ (Apportionment and recovery of costs:—Miscel- 
laneous.—Clatises 19—25.) 


Cdliector to deter. 19. ‘The Collector ‘shall then determine the 
mips amount re rorer amount recoverable from h landlord. or tenant and 
Matemen  @Nter such amount tna detailed Statement, 
LL 


Procedure on com- 20. (1) On completion of the detailed statement 
nietion of detailed referred to In section 19, the Collector shall publish a 
ce a copy of the same in the prescribed manner, 


(2) Any landlord, or tenant within the local area 
may, le objects ‘to t € amount apportioned a ainst, 
im, appeal to the Commissioner Within Sixty days 
of the publication o the said Statement on one or 
more of the following rounds, namely -— 
(@\ that he will not be benefited b the improve- 
\ s ment, or : 


(6) that there has been material error in regard ‘ 
to the degree ol benefit derived, or esti- 
mated to be derived from the im rove. 
ment, or ; 
erent? 


(c) that he holds no land or premises, or has 
(3) The order of he Commissioner on any a eal 
under sub-section (2) shall be final. 


(4) The Collector may, on application, or on his 
own motion, at an time, correct. an mistakes in 
- the calculation of the amount apportioned against any 
landlord or tenant, 
hints ihe ee 

21. (Omitted. 


Realization of 22. After the disposal of a eals, if _any, under 
sary section 90, sub-section (2), the Collector shall confirm 
the statement, with modifications, if any, and shall 

proceed in the prescribed manner to recover from the 

local authority, person, landlord, or tenant concerned, 


. the amount of the cost due from them, 


23. (Omitted.) 


: Recovery of arrears % rs Shall be recoverable in the pre- 
ne aT greets A” AN arree 


Cf. Ben 
ak ot 1914" 
8. 118.) 


revenue, scribed manner as if they were arrears of land-revenne, 
[OS 8280.83 
; _ Miscellaneous. f rah 
"Compensation for henever any land, other than land taken or 
consequential damage, a ol a the purposes of this Act, or any right of 
@ aabers, right of drainage, right of the use of water, or 


rty, is injuriously affected by any 

urge ae oy ra iekaneiad under this Act, the 
person in whom such property, or right is vested 
may prefer a claim by petition to the Collector, for 


compensation : ; 


m THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JUNE 2, 1920. [Pant IV 
. : Phe Bengal Agricultural and a a 
Pane 7 (Aiscellaneous —Cl-ruses 26—28.) 


Provided that the refusal ta execute any work for 
which’ application’ is made, and the refusal of permis- 
sion to execute any work for the executién of which ¢ 
the permission of the Collector, or any other authority _ 
is required under this Act, shall not be deemed acts on 
account of which a claim for, compensation can be 
preferred under this section. af ee ye 


fon. : B 
tor compensation, —~_tertained which is made later than three years after - 


the completion 0f the work by which such right is 
_injuriously affected. \y ae 


(2) For the purposes of this ‘section; the date of 

the completion of the work shall be the date of the 

© ublication of the statement and particulars Tolerred 
to in section 18, sub-section @). & 


Procedure | for = 27. When any such claim is made, proceedings | (cy - Ben. 
devormining compen all be taken with a view to determine the amount abot 1082, 
of compensation, if any, which should be made and ~~ z 
tha person to whom the same should be payable, so 
far as possible in accordance with the provisions of 
the Land Acquisition Act, 1894. 1 of 1894. 


Limuauon toclim = =—.:26, No claim under section 25 shall ‘be en-.(¢/  Be: 
ay era 


. * 


adiatierste becom 28.._‘In any such case which, is referred by the aS on Bs 
compensation. Collector to the Court for the purpose of determining #%,'}°™ 3 
whether any, and, if so, what amount of compensa- 
tion should be awarded, the Qeurt shiall take: into 


consideration— 


First, the market value of the property, or right 
injuriously affected at the time when the 
act was done, or the work executed ; 


Secondly, the damage sustained by the claimant 
by reason of such act, or work injuriously 
affecting the property, or right; 


' Thirdly, theconsequent diminution of the market ~ 
value of the property, or right injuriously 
affected when the act was done,\or the work 
executed ; pSamrs\ eda 


Fourthly, whether any.person has derived, or 

will derive, benetit froin the act, or.work . » 
in respect of which the compensation is = =~ 
claimed, or from any work connected therer 

with, in which case they shall set off the - 

. estimated value of such benefit, if any, 

against the compensation which would other- 

wise be decreed to such person : 


Provided that the Court shall not take into <on: 


sideration— i ress ees 
First, the degree of urgency which has led to. - ; 
5 the act, or work being done or éxecuted ; . whe 


Secondly, any damage sustained by the claimant, 
‘ , - which, if caused by a private person, would =~ 
st not in any suit instituted against such | ~ 
person justify a decree for damages. _ : 
by Tet? ter gle rf 


uray - = 
~~ / 


% 1 ’ ooh 
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(Miscellaneous —Clauses 28.4 —32.) 


_Adisionnl cons, 28A. If, after the apportionment of the cost of the 
By ; work as above provided, any expenses hot included in 
, ~ Such apportionment shall be found to have been ald, 
or to os become payable, on account of the said 

, Work, w ther as Compensation, or otherwise, or i 
the amount recovered is Transient to cover the cost 


‘ “ \ ofthescheme, the Collector may proceed to distribute, 
ol the scheme, the Collector may proceed to distribute, 
; apportion and recover such additional cost, or defi- 


; ——— the et ure set out in section 18 and 
eee the fo owing sections shall then apply. 


Drainage works 29 All outlets and water-channels, natural, or 
. “augers artificial, included in ascheme under fhis Act, whether 
bankments. reconstructed, cleared, altered, enlarged, excavated, or 
cut under this Act, or not, and the construction and 
maintenance of embankments and dams and ‘works 
~ therein, or connected.therewith, shall be subject to 
the law for the time being in force regulating the 
construction and maintenance of public embankments, 
rivers, channels, and outlets: 


spends nl. “works 30. All lands which are taken, or acquired perma- 
wtobe vested: nently under this Act for the purpose of a scheme, and 
any work constructed under this Act, and all water- 


. 3 Channels, embankments, and dams included within 
S ‘ the scheme, whether reconstructed, cleared, altered, 


‘enlarged, .excavated, or cui under this Act, or not, 

shall. be vested in the Collector on behalf of His 

Majesty or, subject to such conditions a8’ may be 

prescribed, in such local authority, or person as the 

i - Local Government may, by general or special order, 
direct: ; 

Provided that when the total cost of any work has 

been paid by any local authority, or person, the said 


lands and works, including any water-channels, 
embankments and dams, shall, subject to sych condi- 


tions as may be prescribed, vest in such local autho- 
‘rity, or person. 


‘ 


ns \ ’ 
Maintenance of 31. The local authority;,or person in whom the 
sawp lands, or works, water-chanfels, embankments, and 
dams, are vested sha responsible for their 





Ler. 
Act VIII of 
1895, 9, 26.] 


75 





Ben. 


1880, #8. 47; 
Ben. Act VITi 


maintenance, subject to sich rules as may be“ 


prescribed : 
Provided that if the Colledtor is satisfied that such 


maintenance is being neglected, or that it,is desirable, 
in the ublic interests, eat Such maintenance Shoula 
Leandoriaken by the Government, he shall report, 
. through the Commissioner, to the Local Government, 


who may direct that the duty, of, maintenance be 
undertaken by the Local Government. 


_ Local Government — _ 
“to tdminister eap’--cost of the maintenance of works constructed under 


+ Eallted ‘cost of -main- tis Act shall be administered by the Local Govern- 
: oa ment in the prescribed manner, ap 


3 eae : 
rate be | gg. All sums recovered as the estimated capital 


J 


Fa Nd , 


2 <_ 
ES 


BS 


Of 1895, a. 28.) 


of, Ben, Act 


I 


of 1895, 





Penalty for con- ( 
strocting weirs, 


obstructing 
drainage. 


Powers 


the 
Commissioner, _ ptc,, 


publig 


_ for every such offence. 


of 


in taking evidence. 


Proceedi: not to 
‘invalidated by 
gularit 


be 
irregularities; 


Power 0 
Government 


make rales, 
{ 


ass, 


(a ( Omitted.) 


HE UALOUTTA GA 


(Miscellaneous.--Clauses 3386.) 


(7) Any. person who, without lawfabauthor- (07. eo. act 


33. 
ity} erects, or causes to ‘be erected, any Weir or other 


obstruction inany outlet or water-channel, or cultivates 


the bed of a water-channel, so-as to. obstPuct natural 
drainage, shall, afer e ot viction before a Magistrate, 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding two hund rupees 


5d It shall be in the discretion of such Magistrate 
to direct any sach offender to remove, or pay for the 
entire cost of the-removal of any such obstruction, 


34. The Commissioner, the Collector, and a com- 
mittee appointed ander section 9 shall have all 
such powers as are conferred on a Civil Conrt 
by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for the purpose 

compelling the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of evidence, and-for the purpose of examin- 
ing witnesses in any inquiry, or appeal, as the case 
may be, which they may be empowered to make or 
entertain under this Act; 


35. No proceeding under this Act shall be defeat- 
ed or invalidated by reason of any defect, or omission 


i" 
* 36. (7) The Local Government may, after pre- 
vious publication, make~ rules ‘to carry out the 


-Purposes of this Act.. 


(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the 


enerality of the foregoing power, the Local Govern- 


ment may make rules— 


1a) (Omitted) 


- 


I of 1896, 
8.97.) ty 


t 


tite ois 
8. 29.] 


Act V of 1908, 


Vit oF ies, 
8. 40.) 


(b) fixing the rate of interest to be paid, and th® © 


dates from and to which interest. on all 

recoverable deposits, or advances are to be 

paid, under sub-clause (e) of clause (3) of 

section 2; ° bg 

(c) fixing the ‘amount of the costs of she work in- 
volved in a scheme in excess of which such 
scheme shall be deemed to be a major 


scheme, and prescribing the circumstances’ 


‘under which the Collector may certify a 


scheme to be a major Scheme ; ° 


5) (Omitted) cilgere st 


(f) prescribing the. manner of publication: of a . 


. notice under sec ion, 6, a copy of the final 
aA Statement of ir pa the ma. under sec- 


tion 18, sub-section (2), nd a co 

the detailed statement under section 20, Sab. 
section (1) ; Me ABs Maina Ne aes A ed 

: . < ne ~ m J , 


i 
: 


aed 








or 


#.. 


t 






~~ 
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_ Sanitary Improvement Bill, 1990. 
_ (Miscellaneous.—Clause 36.) 


GD) Omitted 


(h) prescribing the manner in which the objec- 
tions, or suggestions referred to in section 7 


and section 10, snb-section 1), shall be 
considered ; } 


»:@) prescribing the manner in which a scheme may 


, 


be modified, if necessary, under section 5, 


sub-section (2), and clause (0) of sub-section 
( 1) of section = 


(7) determining the constitution of the committee 


referred to in section 9, and regulating the 
conduct of business at meetings of the 
committee ; 


(#) prescribing the manner and conditions for 
financing and distributing the cost of the 
work involved in a scheme under section 8, 


sub-section (1), and section 10, sub-section 
(a; 
11) prescribing’ the manner in which the Engineer 
7 ' Shall prepare the map _ under clause (6) 0 


section 17 ; 





(Ll) (Omitted.) 


(m). prescribing the manner in which the Collec- 
tor shall determine the rates at which the 


cost of a scheme shall recoverable under 


‘ Clause (ii) of ‘sub-section (1) of section 18, 
and the instalments, i-any, by whieh such 
~ cost Shall be recovered. 4 





(nm) (Omitted.) 
(0) (Omitted.) ' 


rescribing the manner in which the Collector 
shel shall Heme costs under section 22, and 


arrears under section 24 ; 
ohedte R etd ES 


* (q) prescribing the conditions subject to which 


lands and works shall vest in a local 
authority, or person under section 30 ; 


(r) for the maintenance of works under section 31 ; 


Pe (s) determining the manner in which the sums 


raat 


referred to in section 32 shall be adminis- 
tered ; 


(t) prescribing. the forms, of accounts, surveys, 


plans, maps, estimates, statements, and re- 
ports ; < 


(uy Omitted.) 


eka wert (v) regulating the powers and duties of any otheet, 


or person under this Act. : 


UG 





ion ches a wg 7 
Ade ade rand tg ees 
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whem whee 
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WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 25, 1920. 
PART V. 
: _ Acts of the Indian Legislative Council assented to by the Governor General, 


GOVERNMENT Or INDIA. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





The following Act of the’ Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor General 
on the 11th February, 1926, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— ' 


Aor No. Tor 1920. 


, dn Act further to amend the Indian Steam-ships | passengers which is greater than the number set 
: Act, 1884. | forth in the certificate of survey as the number 
VII of 1884, Wines it isexpedientfurther to amend the | of passengers which the steam-ship or the part. 


Indian Steam-ships Act, 1884 ; It is hereby enact- | thereof is, in the judgment of the surveyor, fit to 








ed as follows :— | carry on that voyage, the owner and the master 
1. This Act may be'called the Indian Steam- | shall each be punishable with. fine -which may 
Short tit! ships (Amendment) Act, | extend to one thousand rupees, and also with an 
pane oe 1920. additional fine not exceeding twenty rupees for 


every pasSenger above the number so set forth, or, 
if the fare of any passenger on board exceeds 
iwenty rupees, not exceeding double the amount 
of the fares of all the passengers above the num- 
ber so set forth, reckoned at the highest rate of 


VII of 2884, 2 Section. 6 of the Indian Steam-ships Act, 
; of Pg section 6, 1884, is hereby repealed. 
c Act VIT of 1884. : : 
Vil of 18s, 3 After section 18 of the Indian Steam-ships 
' “tasertion of Act, 1884, the following ; 
fe ton 14 in "AotW ILof section shall be inserted, fare payable by any passenger on board ; and if the 





2 oo 1884 snamely :— : master or any other officer of any steam-ship 
f 14, Tf a steam-ship on any voyage ers or — a or ate oom 2 peamey: im 
: ‘ attempts to cirry passehgers | contravention o  4isa li p 
"= Penalty for carrying jy Seierution, of pe shall be liable to’ have "his license as a pilot ons 
; Pome a yaa 4, or has on board -or in -z pended or cancelled for any period by, the Logal 
gt atta part thereof a number of | Government ts . 
* A, Pe MUDDIMAN,- * 


Secretary to the Government of Indio, 
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” . The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the G 
on ‘the 11th Febroary, 1920, and is erate promulgated for real a a He! ay oe 


. Act No. II OF 1920, 


An Act to modify certain provisions of the United 


Provinces Town Improvement Act, 1919. 
Waerxs it is rene to modify the provi- 
sions of the United Provinces Town Improvement 
Act, 1919, so as to provide in vertain cases for an 
appeal to the High Court from the awards of the 
Tribunal constituted under that Act; It is hereby 
enacted as follows :— Hs 
1, This Act may be called the United Provinces 
Shor: title, 
2. In this Act— 
s Definitions. 


(2) “High Ovurt ” means in Agra the High 
Court of Judicatare at Allahabad, and 


peals) Act, 1920. 


in Oudh, the Court of the Judicial Com- uf 


missioner of Oudh ; and 
(#) “ Tribunal ’” has the same meaning as in 
the United Provinces Town Improve- 
ment Act, 1919. : 
8. (J) Notwithstanding anything contained in 
Pas oi tae the United Provinces Town 
Pie gry Improvement Act, 1919, and 
dGpig <F subject to the provisions of 
sub-section (2), an a shall lie to the High 
Court in any of the following cases, namely :~ 
' (a) where the decision is that of the President 
_ of the Tribunal sitting alone’ in pur- 
~~ guance of clause (4) of section 64 of 
wo ‘the said Act; a ; 
(6) where the decision is that of the Tribunal, 


(i) the President of the Tribunal grants 
a certificate that the case is a fit 
- one for appeal, or ' 
i) the High Court grants special leave to 
appeals, “ 


Town Improyement (Ap- 


_ were a decree of t 


Provided that the. High Court shall not grant 
such special leave unless the President hag refused 
to grant a certificate under sub-clause (t) and the 
amount in dispute is not less than five thousand 
rupees, . 

(#) An appeal ander clause (6) of sub-section (2) 
shall-only lie on one or more of the following 
grounds, namely :— a 


(t) the decision being contrary to law or to’ 
: . some usage having the force of law ; 
(it) the decision having failed to determine 
some material issue of law or usage 
having the force of law ; 
~e . ¢ re 
(#i#) a substantial error or defect in the pro- 
cedure provided by the said Act which 
may possibly have produced error or 
defect in the decision of the case upon 
the merits, ~~ 
4. Subject to the provisions of section 3, the 
Procedure in such PrOVisions of the Code of 
appeals. Civil Procedure, !90%, with V of 1908 
: respect to appeals from : 
original decrees shall, so far as may be, apply to 
appeals under this Act. ; fe 
5. Every order passed. by the High Court on 
peel this Act sball 
be ®nforced, on application, 
by a Court of Small Causes 
within the local limits of whose jurisdiction the 
award or order appealed against was made, as ifit + 
x Tat Court, 
6. An appeal under wostics 3 malt, ae 
to an appeal under the ; 
exempt mggrger Code of “ivil Procedure, y of 1908, 
: ; 1908, within the meaning 


Execution of orders 
of High Court, 


‘of Article 166 of the First Schedule to the Indian 1x of 1906, 
Limitation Act, 1908. 








' A. P. MUDDIMAN, 
. Secretary to the Government of India, 
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: or PART V. 
Acts of the Indian Legislative Council assented to by the Governor General. 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.: 
. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor General 
on the 25th Vebruary, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


Acr No. IV or- 1920. 


4 


[As passep 1n Covncit.] 


An Act 1o provide for certain matters in con- 
7 nection with the taking of the Census. 


Waroras it has been determined to take a cen- 
sus of British India during the year 1921, and it 
is expedient to provide for certain matters in cou- 
nection with the taking of such census ; It is 
hereby enacted as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be «called the Indian 
Short title and extent. Census Act, 1920, 


~ (2) It extends to the whole of British India, 

iuginsive oF British Baluchistan, the Sonthal Par- 
ganas and the Pargana of Spiti. 

2. (2) The Local Remnant ey is any 

s person to take, or aid in, or 

Be ta supervise the taking of, the 

aan at census within any “specified 


(8) The Local Government may delegate to 
such authority, as it thinks fit, the power of ap- 
pointing census-officers which is conferred by this 
section, 


8. (1)—~A declaration in writing, signed by 
any officer authorised by the 
Local Government in this 
and their status as bebalf, that any person has 
public servants. been duly appointed a census- 
officer for any local area shall be conclusive proof 
of such appointment. __ 

(2) All census-officets shall be deemed to be 
ablic servants withimthe meaning of the. Indian 
enal Code. 


4. (1) (a)Every officer incommand of any 
Discharge of duties bedy of men belonging to 
of consus-officors in His Majesty’s naval, military 
certain cases. "or air forces’ or to His 
Majesty’s Indian Marine Service or of any vessel 
of war, 


Proof of sppoint- 
ment of census-officors . 


$i: inted shall “be called 5) eve rson (except a pilot or harbour- 
Bost aes wig, 9) ; sa pee charge or amet of a vessel, 
APs ; v an .) ( 5 ) A 
. | ’ 


XLV of 1860. 


ly Ree 













a 7 SE SD tia I y : aa 
q - (6) every person in charge of a Innatio asylum, | Vitlago Authorities, ghatwals, Unit-tahsildare or 
wie hospital, workhouse, prison, reformatory ot lock- wileas iaadeels cocina as the case may be. 

up or of any public, charitable, religious or educa- (2) ‘Bach order shall dpectty ‘thé-“oatnte “ak eres 
tional institution, o tance required, an rpm dwnere, oocupias, 
5 (d) every keeper, secretary or manager of any | holders, farmers, ‘assignees and. lessees, or their 
e sarai, hotel, boarding-house, ledging: onse, emi--| agents, and such village-officers and servants, the 
oe gration depdt or club, and Sag poets of such panchayats, union bourds and 
(e) every occupant of immoveable property see pe ities, and such ghatwals, Unit- 

‘ has at the time of the taking of the ¢ensus not less | tabsildars and village-headmen shall be bound to 
ini than twenty persons vias pyre neh property, obey. it gk Rg “rg eee : 
R and every manager or officer of a railway or other | 99 4 sane EY Seek 
he commie or industrial establishment who has at | sa Every censns- ea oat i all_such cog 
. - such time not less than ten persons. er *. iekins § sgieqlinny. the limits of Pa 
4 poles iy oa, Disks Alc ecula | for which he-is appointed ns, by instructions issued 
a soll, if #0 required by the District Magisteate | ia this tehalf by the [Local Goveroment-and. pib- 
ee or by such officer as the Local Government may lished in the offtcial Gazette, he may be directed 
7 appoint in Chis behalf, perform such of the duties | 4, ask. hh pace ai araae ts 
vies of a census-officer in relation to the persons who at | Beat 
a the time of the taking of tbe census are under his 7. Every person of whom any question is asked 
a, command or charge, or are-inmates of his house or | Obligation to answer under the last fo: 


employed under him as such Magistrate or officer 
may, by written order, direct. 


(2) All the provisions of this Act relating to 

census-officers shall apply, so far as they can be 

/made applicable, to all persons while performing 

such duties under this section, and any person re- 

a fusing or neglecting to perform any duty which 

i he is directed under this section to perform. shall 

or be deemed to havye~committed an offence under 

+ XLV of 1860, section 187 of the Indian Penal Code. : 

“G 5. (Z) The District Magistrate, or such officer 

we Powor of District ®8 the Local . Government 

“ah Magistrate to call upon May appoint in this behalf 
pei certain porsons to give. for any local area, may, b 

Bet so: assistance, written order, which shall 

have effect throughout the limits of his district or 


< his of such local area, as the case may be, ‘call upon—- 







(a) all owners and occupiers of land, tenure- 
holders, farmers, assignees of land- 
eas \ revenue and lessees of fisheries under 
. Bar. Act TI ~ the Burma Fisheriés Act, 1905, or the 
» of 1905. , . Upper Burma Land and Revenue Regu- 
* TILT of 1889. ‘ lation, 189@.or their agents, « > 
cay | (4) all village-officerSand: servants in estates 
as defined in. the Madras Proprietary 
es Village Service Act, 1894, 
an 
(c) all members of chayats appointed 
under the Village Chankidari Act, 1870, 


Regulation, 1888, or members of union 
‘boards established under the Bengal 
Village Self-Government. Act, 1919, 
_all ghatwals, Unit-talisildars and mem- 
bers of a panghayat’ appointed under 
the Chota: N. Rural Police Act, 
ai'o \ 1914, all members of Village Author- 
4, 
4 poe Let ve Self-Government Act, 1915, and all 
~ Act T of 1916." viJlage-headmen in the Kumaun Diyi- 
' _ sion of the U. Provinces, 
to give such assistance-as he needs towards the 
taking of a census of the persons who are’ at the 
time of the taking of the census on the landsof 
, farmers and assign- 


villages or other areas for which such 


eo 


PEE 
i+ 
2 
- 
t 









present on or in-such’ immoveable property of are 


.or the Sylhet and Cachar Rural Polies™ 


the case may be. — 
ities constituted under the Assam Local | ile! 


... snch owners, iers, h E gt ‘aba shall ii 
ees, or within the limits of such fisheries:or in the maybe, and sha 


officers and servants, panchayats, union boar s,* 


ng sec. 
questions. ~~ tion shall be ily bound 
to answer such question to the best\of bis know- 
ledge or belief : 7 
Provided that no person shall be bound to ‘state 
the name of any female member of his household, 
and noavoman shall be bound to state the name 
of her husband or deveased husband or of any 
other person whose name she is forbidden by 
custom.to mention. : rer 
- ges 
8. Every person occupying any house, enclosure 
Occupier to allow vessel or other place shall 
acooss, and permit allow census-ollicers such 
afizing-of nonthere,:” ~ ccooes thereto as they» may 


‘require for the purposes of the census, and as, hay- 


ing regard to the customs of the country, may be 
reasonable, and shall allow them to paint on or affix 
to the place such letters, marks or numbers as may 
be necessary for the purposes of the census, . 


8. (1) Subject to snch orders as the Local Gov- 

Ocoupier or manag ernment may issue in this 
erto fillup schedule. behalf, .any  census-officer 
may leave, or cause to be left, ‘ 


(a) at any dwelling-house within the local area 
for which he is appointed, or 
(+) with any manager or officer of any com- 
mercial or industrial establishment who 
has at the time of the taking of the 
census not less,than ten persons ém- 
_ ployed under him, Serta 
a schedule for the purpose of its being filled tip~ 
by the occupier of such honse’or of ey speci as 
part thereot, or by such manager or ‘officer ck 
such particulars as the Loca Government ‘may 
—— regarding “ inmates of por house or part, 
or the persons employed under ; Manager or 
officer at the time of the taking of tho censns, ag 


* 


_, (2) When any’ such schedule bas beet so 
the occupier of the house or part to which i re 
or the manager of officer with wh 

up, to the best of 


g 
= 
© 
= 


fill it up, orcause it to be 
his knowledge or belief, 


the ploy- 
ed under him at, the ‘tine ‘afpreasd, as. the esse 
when so required, the schedule so 


filled up and signed to the census-officet or to such 
person as the census-officer may direct. © 


, 80 far as regards in is 
_ mates of such liouse or =< 


» his name thereto, and 


re 4 a 








(a) if a census-officer or a px 


why 
= 


x 


, 





_ Act sbull, in the towns 


ee 


40. In any of the following cases, namely— 
« Pena’ ties. tin tas, a : ee 


oe lawfully 

~ requi to give assistance 

oe Sake takiug. of 0! orm 

> neglects to use ee diligence in 
: peor ing any duty imposed. upon 

bay © or in obeying ay iehiae ‘issued to 
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@ census refuses or. 


~ bim in accordance with this Act or 


, .. \ with any rule duly made thereunder, 
- (0) ifa census-officer intentionally puts any 
‘offensive or improper question or know- 
ingly makes any false return, or, without 
the previous sanction of the Governor 
General in Council or the Local ' Goy- 
\ > ernment, disclosés’ any information 
sf which he has received by means of or 
. for the purposes of a census return, 
c) if-arfy person refuses, to answer to the 
. best of his knowledge or belief any 
question asked of him by a census- 
officer which he. is legally bound by 
: section 7 so to answer, 
‘ (a) if any. person occupying any house, en- 
' closure, vessel or other place refuses to 
-allow a census-officer such reasonable 
access thereto as he is required by 
section 8 to allow, 
(e) if any person removes, obliterates, alters 
_. or injures ‘before the 3lst day 
ef March, 1921, any letters, marks 
or numbers which have been painted 
or affixed for the purposes of the 
census, 


\. . (/) if any oceupieiof a dwelling-house or part 


thereof or: any person with whom a 
schedule is left under section 9 know- 
ingly and without sufficient cause 
failsto comply with the provisions of 


under that section, 


he shall be punishable with fine which may extend 
to tifty rupees. 
11. (2) The Local Government may, by noti- 
Jurisdiction in pro- fication in the official 
-secutions, Gazette, declare before what 
classes of Magistrates prosecutions under this Act 
may be instituted, — ; 
@) Unless and until a notification is published 
sub-section (1) all prosecutions under. this 
of Calcutta, Madras and 
Bombay, be instituted before a Presidency Magis- 
trate, and elsewhere, before the District Magistrate, 


- @) No prosecution under this Act shall be in- 


stituted except with the previous sanction of the 
, al oa } * 


™ 1 Reit ty 


section 9 or makes any false return |_ 


” 


Local Government or of some officer authorised by 
the Local Government in this behalf. 

12. No pereon shall have a right to inspect any 

Records of census Ok, register or ...record 
not open to mn made by a census-officer in 
or admissible in evid- the discharge of his duty as 
enco in certain pro- guch officer or any schedule 
ceodings, delivered under section 9, and, 
notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the 


Indian Evidence Act, 1872, no entry in any such I of 1872 


book, register, revord or schedule shall be admis- 
sible as evidence in any civil proceeding or any 
proceeding under Chapter X11 or Chapter XXXVI 
of the Code of Criniinal Procedure, 1598. 
13. Notwithstanding gaything in any enact- 
‘spon. ment or rule with respect to 
Py ae ae the mode in which a vensus 
ments and rulos as to ig to be taken in any munici- 
mode of taking census pality,the municipal an- 
a ganteipalition, thority may, at the time 
appointed for the taking of the census of British 
India during the year 1921, cause the census of 
the municipality to be taken wholly or in part by 
any method authorised by this Act. 


14. Notwithetanding avything in any enact- 

Power in regardto mentor rule, in regard to 
expenses, municipal, local, union or 
village funds, the Local Government may direct 
that the whole or any part of any expenses in- 
eurred for anything done in accordance with this 
Act may be hasan to any municipal, local, union 
or village fund-constituted for, and on behalf/of, 
the area within which such expenses were incurred, 


15. (1) The Governor General in Council may 
‘Power to make Make rules for carrying out 
; the purposes of this Act. 
(2) In ee and without prejudice 8 the 
gerterality ofthe foregoing power, the Governor 
General in Council may make rules providing— 


(2) for the appointment of census-officers and 
of persons to perfcerm any of the duties 
of census-officers or to give assistance 
towards the taking of a census, and for 
the general instructions to be issued to 
such officers and persons ; 


(4) for the enumeration of persons employed 
on railways and their families and of 
other classes of the population for 
whom it may be necessary or expedient 

‘A to maké special provision ; and 

(c) for the enumerativn of persons travelling 

: on the night when a census is taken, 

(3) The Governor General in Council may, by 
general or special order, direct that all or any of 
the powers conferred upon him by this section ma 
also be exercised by gny Local Government wit 
respect to the territories administered ‘by it. 





A. P. MUDDIMAN, 
Seorstary to the Government of Indta. 


Ag 


V of 1898, 


“ 
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ae "The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor General 
on the 25th February, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :—~ 


ing Aor No. V or 1920. 


[As Passep~in Connort, Provided that the Iuocal Government may, by 
a alae : : notification in the local official Gazette, invest any 
An Ack to consolidate and amend the Law retating | Court subordinate to a District Court with. juris- 
to” Insolvency’ in. British India, os adminis--| diction in any class of cases, and any Court so 
tered by Courts having jurisdiction outside the invested shall within the local limits of its juris- 
Presidency-towns and'the Town of Rangoon. diction have concurrent jurisdiction with the 
Woeneas it is expedient. to consolidate and District Court under this Act. 
amend the law relating to insolvency in British (2) Far the purposes of this Act, a Court of 
India, as administered by Courts having jurisdic- | Smull Causes shall be deemed to be subordinate to 
* tion ontside the Presidency-towns the Town | the District Court. 
of Rangoon ; It is hereby enacted as follows :— 
1. (/) This Act may be called-the Provincial” 
' % Short title and extent, Iusolvency Act, 1920. 
(2). It extends to the whole of British India, 
except the Scheduled Districts. 

* (2) In this Act, unless there is anything re- 
: Definitions pugnant in the subject or 
: context,— 

_ (a) ‘creditor’? includes a decree-l.older, 
“debt” includes a judgment-debt, 

and “debtor” includes a judgment- 
‘ debtor; ~~ ee 
(b) “ District Court ’’ means the_ principal 

: Civil Court of original jurisdiction in 
“any area ontside the local limits for 

the time being of the Presidency-towns 







(1) Subject to a provisions “ this Act 

the Court shall have full 

P= aged ee power to decide all questions 

arising in insolvency. Whether of title or priority, 

. or of any nature whatsoever, 

and whether involving matters of jaw or of fact, 

which may arise in any case of insolvency coming 

within the cognisance of the Court, or which the 

Court may deem it expedient or necoasiry to decide 

for the purpose of doing complete justice or 

making a complete distribution of property in any 
such case. 


(2) Subject to the-provisions of this Act and 
notwithstanding anything contained in any other 
“law for the timne being in force, every such decision “ 


; and of the Town of Rangoon ; shall be final and binding for all purposes 
\ (e) “presertbed ’ means prescribed by rules | as between, on the one hand, the debtor and 
Be made under this Act ; the debtor’s estate and, on the other hand, all 


“« property”? inclndes any préperty over - 
i a es the profits of Fdatgiee per- 
- gon has a disposing power which he 
">. ”. may exercise for his own benefit $ 

_ te). secured creditor” means a person hold- 
. “"~ Gng -a -mortgage, charge or lien on the 
- property of tor orany part there- 
- +> of age eecurity for a debt-due to him 

ae Gk ek eepacls techs tage 
_, tft): transfer of property ’ includes a er 
Mi. ot any interest in property ox: the * ia, a: : 
4 ~  greation of any charge upon property. 5. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, 
~- (2) ‘Words and e ions used inthis Act and | goo ot the Court, in regard: to 
1908. defined in the of Civil Procedut®19(8, | courte proceedings under this Act, 
and not hereinbefore defined’ shall have the |. shall have the same powers 
game speanings as’ Bigs seepectirely attributed | and sball follow the same procedure as it has and 
2 % 


follows in the exercise of original civil jurisdiction, 

eh, caeonges e | 4) Subject as-aforesaid, High Conrts -md 

aimee aN i Y gars bond us Distiot Cosrte, in-regard to Seeitia under 

3 le Céxsrrvvrron AND Powers or Court. =| this Act in Courts, Se earn to thie shall have 

°°) The District Courts shall be the Courts | the same powers wnd shall follow the same proce- 

bat fase fotte Mi Ferintiction under | dure as they respectively have and follow in 
He gt AW Ach | reBandeto civil. suite. : 


erie oe . met - 


claimants against him or_it and all persons 
claiming through or under them or any of them. 


(3) Where the Court does not deem it expedient 
or necessary to debide any question of the nature 
‘yeferred to in sub-section (7), but has reason to 
beliave that the debtor has a saleable interest in 
any property, the Court may without . further 
inguiry sell such interest in such manner and 
subject to such conditions as it may think fit. 


e 








? 





'\ 





~ 
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PART II. | ®, (2) A creditor shall not be entitled to present 
‘ Conditions on which “0 insolvency petition 
Puocerpixas rom Act oF INSOLVENCY 10 | er@ditor may petition. inst a debtor nnless— - 
Discharck. — (a) the debt owing by the debtor to the 
2 _- ereditor, or, if two or more 


Acts of insolwency. 


A debtor commits an ect of insolvency i 
each cf.the following cases, 
namely :— ¥ } 

in British India or eleewhere, he makes 

a transfer of all or substantially all 

his property to a third person for the 

benefit of his creditors generally ; 

() if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes 
a transfer of his property or of any 
ani thereof with intent to defeat or 

elay his creditors ; 

(c) if, in British India or elsewhere, he makes 

any transfer of his-property, or of any 
part thereof, which would, under this or 
any other enactment for the time being 
in force, be void as a fraudulent prefer- 
ence if he were adjudged an insolvent ; 

(d) if, with intent to defeat or delay his cre- 
ditors,— . 

(s) he departs or fémains out of 
British India, 

(it) he departs from his dwelling-house 
or usual place of business or 
otherwise absents himself, 

(iit) he eecludes himself so as to 
deprive his creditors of the 
means of communicating with 

(e) if any of his property has been sold in 
execution of the decree of any Court for 
the payment of money ; 

(f) if he petitions to be adjudged an insolvent 
under the provisions of this Act ; 

(g) if he gives notice to any of his- creditors 
that he has suspended, or that he is 
about to suspend, payment of his 
debts ; or 

(4) if he is imprisoned in execution of the 

decree of any Court for the payment of 

money. 
Explanation. —For the of this section 
the act ofan agent may be the act of the principal. 


Petition. a as 


7; Subject to the conditions specified in this 

Petition and adjudi- Act, if a debtor commits 
cation. * an act. of_insolvéney, ~ an 
insolvency petition may be prebented either by a 
oreditor,or by the debtor, and the Courtanay on 
such petition make an order (hereinafter called an 
order of adjudication) adjudging him an insolvent. « 

Paplanation.—The presentation of a petition by 
the aan shall be deemed an act of Tapsledac 
within tho meaning of this section, and_ on suc 
petition the Court may make an order of adjndica- | 
tion. -. 










Acte’of insolvenoy. 
(a) if, 


petition shall be- presented 


8, No insolvency 1 z 
against any corporation or |. 


Exomptiort of : , nies 

ration, eto, from against apy association or 

solvency proceedings, | company registered under 
bie any enactment for the time |- 

being in forge, A 


being ad 
the value of the eocurity. 
may be admitted as a petitioning creditor to the 
extent of the balance of the debt due to him after 
deducting the value so estimated in the same way 
as if he were an unsecured creditor. 


debtor may petition, 


—_ 


“the debtor ordinarily 


-* * th peti *. the ~ 3 
join in the tion, 
amount of debts owing to Peak feedhiars 
amounts to five hundred rapees, and 
(2) the debt is a liquidated sum payable either 
immediately or at some cert in future 
time,and , Spit. edt 
' (e) the act of insolvency on which the petition 
is grounded has occurred within three 
months before the presentation of the 
.., petition. 
(2) If the petitioning creditor is a seeured cre- _ 
ditor, he shall in his petition either state that 


\ 


he is willing to relinquish his security for the 


benefit of the creditors in the event of the debtor 
judged insolvent, or give an estimate of 
In the latter case, he 


10. (1) A debtor shall not be entitled to present 
Conditions on‘which 2” insolvency petition, unless ~ 
he is unable to pay his 
debts and— Sie 
» (a) his debts amount to five hundred jrapees ; 
5 or 7 ’ 


(6) he is under arrest or imprisonment in 
execution of the decree of any Court for! 
the payment of money ; or 

(c) an order of attachment in execution of such * 

: a decree has been made, and is subsisting, 
against his property. 

(2). A debtor in respect of whom an order of 
adjudication made under this Act has been 
annulled, owing to his failure to apply, or to pro- 
secute an application for his discharge, 6 
not be ‘entitled to present an insolvency petition 
without the leave of the Court by which the 
order of adjudication was annulled. Such Court 
shall not grant leave unless it is satisfied either 
that the debtor was prevented by any reasonable 
cause from presenting or prosechting his appli-” 
cation, as the case may be, or that the petition 
is founded on facts substantially different from 
those contained in the petition-on which the order 
of adjudication was made, ke vinta 

11, Every insolvency petition shall be presented 
to a Court having jurisdic- 
tion under this Act 
in any local area in which 
resides or carries on business, 
or ally works for gain, or if he has been 
arrested or impri , where he is in a 

of .- 


Provided.that no objection as. to the place 


Court to which peti- 
tion shall’be presented. 


"presentment shall be allowed by a Court in the 


ise. of 4 ction 
exercise, of appellate or ts Coa by 
the . earliest 


unless such objection was tak 4 
which the ion was : : ss 
~ possible nity, and unless there hag*been a. 
‘consequent failure of justice. iste ; 
12, Every insolvency petition shall .be ‘in 
s writing and shall be sig 
en eee 
‘\, f 1 ) 
or signing and yerifying plainta. = a ao 
nasser \ me. sae ~~ 


if 





4 









See abel 
it a ck 


tition presented 
vo en the following ~ rticulars, 
hanly Oo ee g 1 3 
~ {o) a statement that the debtor is unable to 

- @) the 
~ earries on business or 
ay for gain, or, if he has 
im 


ae Ag 


ong works 
n arrested or 
, the place where he is in 


custody; 
the Court (if any) by whose order he has 
been arrested or imprisoned, or by which 
oop. aa heen made for the ee 
ment. of his property, together wit! 
"particulars of the decree in respect of 
which any such order has been made; 
(2) the amount and particulars of all pecani- 
ary claims against him, together with the 
" mames and residences of bis creditors —so 
far as they are known to, or can by. the 
‘exercise of reasonable care and diligence 


; be ascertained by, him ; 


(¢) the amount and particulars of gll bis | 


property, ther with— 
(1) in er of the value of all such: 
property not consisting of money; 
(#4) the place or places at which any such 
hace property is to be found ;_and 


(t##) a declaration of his willingness to} 


place at the disposal of the Court 
all such property save in so far as 
it- includes such particulars (not 
being his books of account) as are 
exempted by the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908, or by any other 
enactment for the time being in 
force from liability to attachment 
and sale in execution of a decree ; 
(f) a statement. whether~the debtor has on 
any previous occasion filed a petition 
to be adjudged an insolvent, and (where 
»- » such a petition.has been. filed) — 
(¢) if such petition has been dismissed, 
t the reasons for such dismissal, or 
r (i) if 


1908. * 


the debtor has been -adjudged an 

. insolvent, concise particulars of the 
insolvency, inclading a statement 
whether.any previous adjudication 
has been annulled and, if so, the 

; unds therefor, 

Every insolvency petition presented by a 

: 8 or Pedtite shall set forth the perticntine 


Pe iw the debtor "Eo Y in clause (4) of 

‘sub-section (Z), and shall also specify— 

| (a) ‘the act of insolvency committed by such 

| } debtor, together with the dute of its 

‘ _ commission ; and 

~ (0) the amount and particulars of his or their 
Mog woe or claims against such 

~~, ¥ rr y - 


4 14, No petition, whether presented by a debtor 





f£ peti. or by a creditor, shall be 
Gees, eid iawn wtthees the are 
~ of the Court. whe? Uibexe 


\ 15. Where pitta pebitiooieare 
: my Consolidation ofpeti ted agains > same 

Sent SRL Pe eat piers spite 
the Court may consolidate the proce or any” 
Tien ‘may Snia e prttings sy 
Mio Ky edie Se aaated , 
ae bee ff i? a ? ma | 
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‘ — by a “ishtor shall contain, 


ee Sent 
where he ordinarily resides /or - 


aT Ns Rashi > Pe ‘ 2 





18, Where the petitionér does not proceed with 
Power to change “due diligence on his. peti- 
“carriage of proceedings, tion the Court may sub- 
stitute as petitioner any other creditor to whom 
the debtor may. be indebted in the amount 
required’ by this Act in the case of a petitioning. 
creditor. 4 


17, If a debtor by or against whom ‘an insol- 

Continuance df pro- vency petition has been 
coedings’ on ‘death of presented dies, the proceed- 
debtor ings in the _ matter shall, 
unless: the Court otherwise orders, be continned 
so far as may be necessary for the realisation 
afid distribution of the property of the debtor. 


18. The procelure laid down in the Code of y ot 1908 
Civil Procedure, 1908; with 


Procedure for admis- 


sion of politior respect to the admission of 


plaints, shall, so far as it is 
| applicable, be followed in the case of insolvency 
| petitions, 


19. (1) Where an insolvency petition is odmitt- 

ed, the Court shall make 
| Proceduro on admis- an order fixing’a-date for " 
| sion of petition. hearing the petition. 


(2) Notice of the order under sub-section (1) 
shall be given to creditors in such manner as 
may be prescribed. 

(3) Where the debtor is not the petitioner, 
notice-of the order under sub-section (/) shall 

be served on him in the manner provided for the 
} service of summons. 2 


20. The Court when , making an érder 
Appointment of in- admiting the petition may, 
torim receiver. and where the debtor is the 
petitioner ordinarily shall, appoint an interim 
receiver of the property of the debtor or of any 
aré thereof, and may direct him to take 
Secmetinns possession thereof or of any part 
thereof, and the interim receiver shall thereupon 
have such of the powers conferrable ona receiver 
| appointed under the Code of Civil 
1908, as*the Court may direct, If an interim 
receiver is not so appointed, the Court may make 
such appointment at any. “sme time before 
adjudication, and the provisions of this sub-section ‘ 
shall apply accordingly. 
21. At the time of maki an order admitting 
se setie the petition or at any subse- 
agelaee ashton a gueht time ~ before ‘a judi- 
cation, the Court may, either of its own motion 
or on the application of any creditor, make one 
vr more of the following orders, name!y :— 
(1) order the debtor to give reasonable security 
“for his appearance until final orders are made upon 
the petition, and direct that, in default of giving 
‘such security, he shall be-detainedin the civil 
prison ; : 
» (2) order the attachment by actual scizure of 
| the Whole or any part of the property in the posses- 
sion or under the control of the debtor, other than 
such particulars (not being his books of account) as 





are eee co by- the Code of Civil Procedure, y of 1908, 


- 1908, or by any other enactment for the time being 
in force from liability to attachment and sale. in 
execution of a decree ; : 
ey: order a warrant to issue with or without 

2 for the arrest of the debtor, and direct either 
that he be detained in the civil prison until the 
disposal of the petition, or that-he be released on 


Procedure, y of 1908. 


a TPT, ~~ 


such terms as to security as 
and necessary : : sul es 
Provided that an order under clause ed 
clause (3) shall not be made unless the 
is satisfied that the debtor, with intent to defeat 
or delay his creditors or to avoid any. process of 
the Court,— sh ; 
_ () has -absconded or has departed. from the 
local limits of the jurisdiction of the 
Court, or is about to or to depart 
from such limits, or is remaining outside 


: them, or ¢ 
(id) Las failed to disclose or has concealed, des~ 


troyed, _ transferred or removed from 
such limits, or is about to conceal, des- 
troy, transfer or remove from such limits, 
any documents likely to be of use to his 
creditors in the gt of thehearing, 
or any part of his pro other than 
such particulars as re nat 

22. The debtor yor on the making of an order 

i - admitting the petition pro- 
Sane nee duce all ke of account, and 
shall at any time thereafter give such inventories 
of his property, and suck lists of his creditors and 
debtors and of the debts due to and from them, 
respectively, submit to such examination in respect 
of his property or his creditors, attend at such 
times before the Court or receiver, execute such” 
instraments, and generally do all euch acts and 
things in relation to his property as may be 
required by the Court or receiver, or as may be 
prescribed. : 

23. (1) “At the a of nae an order 

mitting the petition or at 

Release of debtor. any subsequent time before 
adjudication, the Court may, if the debtor is under 
artest or imprisonment in- execution of the decree 
of any Court for the payment of money, order 
his release on such terms as to security as may be 
reasonableand necessary. 

(2) The Court may at any time order any 

rson who has been released under this section to 
he Te and re-committed to the custody 
from which he was ‘ reste : 

(3) At the time of making an order under this 
section, the Court shall record in ‘writing its 
reasons therefor. a 
* g@, (1) On ns gt for the hearing “ 

ve . tition, or on any su 
Procedure at hearing. Seog Prec ges nich oa 
hearing may be adjourned, the Court shall require 
proof of the following matters, namely :— 


be, is entitled to present the 


(a) that the creditor-or the debtor, as the case | 


Pe pean 
Provided that, where the debtor is the petitioner, 


he shalk, for the pu of proving his 
anton Td 


the Court that there are primd facie 
grounds for believing the same and 
the Court, if and when so satisfied, shall 
not be bound to bear 
Fume thereon = ‘ 


(t}, that the debtor, if he does not appest on a as 


ange raat Ba ns re 
ediniteing We potion yam en" 


E 


i 


ra sts z ae ” 


may be reasonable | : 


Dismissal of petition. 
-Froof of his right to 


any” farther pir Hon nt 






evidence given shall be made rato nevis apd 
shall form part of the record of the case. — , 


25. (1) In the case ofa petition presented by. 


a creditor, where the Court 
is ‘not satisfied with ‘the 
present the petition or of the 
service on the debtor of notice of thé”order. ad= 
mitting the petition, or of the alleged act 

of insolvency, or is satisfied by the debtor that he 

is able to” pay his debts, or that for any other 

sufficient cavse no order ought to be made, the © 
Court shall dismiss the petition. 

(2) "In the case of a petition presented by a 
debtor, the Court shall dismiss the petition if it 
is not satisfied of his right to present the 
petitions ~ : 

26. (1) Where a petition presented by a creditor. 

" ¢ Pe dscsaeed vider sub-sec= 
tion (2) of section 25, and 
the Court is satisfied that 
the petition was frivolous or vexatious the, 
Court may, on the ae ofthe debtor, 
award against. such creditor stich amount, not 
exceeding one thousamd rupees, us it deems a 
reasonable compensation to the debtor for the 
expense or injury occasioned to him-by the peti« 
tion and the proceedings thereon, and such amount 
may be realised as if it were a fine. 

(2) An award under this section shall pad 
suit for compensation in respect of such ition 


Award of compensa- 
tion. 


and the proceedings thereon, 


‘Order of Adjudication. 
27. (1) If the Court does pit acon the 
Order of adjudica- petition, it shall-make an 
iets toes Fes redpainoliin, “aad 
shall specify in-euch order the period within which 
the debtor éhall apply for his discharge. 













(2) The Court may, if sufficient -canse is 
shown, extend the: od witbin which the debtor 
shall apply for his ge, and.in that case shall 
publish notice. of the order in such manner as it 
thinks fit. madeline 

28. (1) On the maki ios eames jar : 

of * gation, ‘the insolv 
ofeladiotion, "aid. to the. utmost of “his 
to |. power in the realisation of his ~property and the 
stribution of the pros among his cred 
(2) On the amaking of an order of adjudie 
oi te Sees Oe eee 
8 vest in | orin a Motif Rat 
“provided, and shall become qa 





idig’s 


EE 







+r 


ba ae Peetu * ‘ ¢ 


bo 
-. such books of account as are 

aipnipte ex pee ae Review carried on by 

him and as sufficiently disclose his busi- 

et ness transactions and financial position 

Tg me three years immediatel 

> preceding his insolvency ; : 

(ce) that the insolvent has continued to trade 

after knowing himself to be insolvent ; 

- (d) that the insolvent has contracted any debt 
provable under this Act without hav- 
‘ing at the time of gerne. it any 

--veasonable or probable ground - of ex- 

' <” pectation (the burden of proving which 
shall lie on him) that he would be able 

_ topay it; — ; 
(c) thatthe insolvent bas failed to acvonnt 
. satiefactorily for any loss of assets or 
for any deficiency of assets to meet his 

' liabilities ; 

(f) that the insolvent has brought on, ot 
: contributed to, his insolvency by rash 
and hazardous speculations, or by un- 
iN gai pti rar in living, or 

” 

iis usiness affairs ; 

(g) that the insolvent has, within three months 

: preceding the date of the presentation 

of the petition, when unable to pay 

his debts as they became due, given 
an undue preference to any of his 

‘ereditors ; ae. 

- (h) that the insolvent has on any previous 
occasion ‘been adjudged an insolvent or 
made a composition or arrangement 
with his creditors ; 

(8) that the insolvent has concealed or removed 
his property or any part thereof, ‘or 
has been guilty of any other fraud or 
fraudulent breach of trast. 

(2) Fgp the purposes of this section, the report 
of the receiver shall be deemed to be evidence ; and 
the Court may presume the correctness of any 
statement contained therein " " 

(8) The powers of suspending, and of attach- 
ing conditions to, an insolvent’s discharge may be 
exercised concurrently, 

48. (1) If the debtor does not ap on the 

Adjudication to be day fixed. for hearing his 

annulled on failure to application for . discharge 
apply for discharge. = oy on such subsequent day 

. ° asthe Court may direct, or if the debtor does not 

; rected by order of discharge within the -period 


~ 


~ 


ed by the Court, the order of adjudication 
| be annulled, ne the provisions of section 37 

shall apply accordingly. ' bd 
ren (a) Where a ‘de 4 has been. released from 
custody under the provisions of this Act and thg 
“+ order.of adjudication is annulled under enb-section 
J Gh, the Court may, if it thinks fit, re-commit the 
lebtor to his former a y, an epeing in 
charge ofthe prison to whose custody debtor 
ii nalebccmninibted aball reevive’ such debtor into 
~ his eustody according to such re-commitmeut, and 


’ 
thereupon all processes which were in force against 
the a of euch debtor at the fans of dod 
eines adulgsid salt hectimne’ to be still in 
“force against him as if no order of adjudication 
» ; -" 5 ee 
$ , 
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© al dled on nied 
ie oe ; sasient 


gambling, or by culpable neglect of |- 











AGA, (An ccder of discharge shall not release 
Fiffect of order of dis- the insolyentfrom— — 
charge. : 

(a) any debt doe to the Crown ; ' 


(6) cay debt or liability incurred by means 
0. 
trast to’ which he wus a party;  * 


any fraud or fraudulent breach of 
“(e) any debt or liability in respect of which 


he has obtained forbearance by any fraud 


to which he was a party ; or 


(@) any liability under an order for mainte: 
nance made under section. 488 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 189 5, 


(2) Save as otherwiss provided by sub-sec- 
tion (1), an order of discharge shall release the 
insolvent from all debts provable under this Act. 


(3) An order of ae shall not release 
any person who, at the date of the presentation of 
the  mateye was a partner or co-trustee with the 
insolvent, or was jointly bound or had made any 
joint contract. with him or any person who was 
surety for him, 


PART III, 


} , 


ADMINISTRATION OF Propgnty,. 
Vethod of proof of debts. 


45. A creditor may prove for a debt not pay 
D. ‘able when the debtor is 
jebt payable at a A " 
he a | a adjudged an insolvent as 
if it were payable pre- 
sently, and may receive dividends equally with 
the other creditors, deducting therefrom only a 
rebate of interest at the rate of six per centum per 
annam computed from the declaration of a divi- 
dend to the time when the debt would have 
become payable, according to the terms on which 
it was contracted. ; 


46. Where there have been mutual dealings 
between an insolvent and 
ry. a» creditor 

: claiming to prove a debt 
under this Act, an account shall betaken of what 
is due from the one party to the other in respect 
of such mutual dealings, and the sum due from 
the one party shall be set off against any sum due 
from the other party, and the balance of the account, 
and no more, shall be claimed or paid on either 
side respectively. : 

47. (1), Where a secured cote realises bis 

security, he may prove 
seaming esd for the biibnaios-de to 
him, after deducting the net amount realised, 

(2) Where a secured creditor relinquishes his 
security for the general benefit of the creditors, 
he.may prove for his whole debt. . 

(8) Where a secured creditor does not either 
realise or relinquish his security, he shall, before 
being entitled to have his debt entered in the 
schedule, state in his proof the 


Mutual dealings and 
t-off. 


: ia of his 
security, and the value at which he assesses it, 


and shall be entitled to receive a dividend only 
in respect of the balance due ‘to him after deduct. 
ing the value so assessed. 

(4) Where a security isso valued, the Court 
may at any time before realisation redeem it on 
payment to the creditor of the assessed value. 


V of 1898, 


proving. or ' 





(5) Where a creditor, slictgrlag: ea, ule 
security, subsequentl realises it, the -net 


realised shall be substituted for the amount okay 


valuation previously made by the creditor, and 
shall be treated in all respects as an amended 
valuation made by the creditor, 


(6) Where a secured creditor does not comply |. 


with the provisions of this section, he shall be 
excluded from all share in any dividend. 


48, (1) On any debt or sum certain whereon 
Tuterect ~« faeeant is not reserved 

: agreed for, and which 

is overdue whi the debtor ‘e is adjudged an_ insol- 
vent, and which is provable under this Act, the 


creditor may prove for interest at a rate not ex- |- 


ceeding six per centum per annom,— 

(a) if. the debt or sum is payable by virtue of 
a written instrument at a certain 
time, from the time when such debt or 
gum was payable to the date of such 
adjudication; or, — 

(b) if the debt or sum is payable otherwise, 
from the time when a demand in writ- 
ing has been made giving the debtor 
notice that interest will be claimed 
from the date of the demand until the 
time of payment to the date of such 
adjudication, 

(2) Where a debt which has been proved under 
this Act includes interest or any pecuniary con- 
sideration in lieu of interest, the interest or con- 
sideration shall, for the purposes of dividend 
be’ caloulated at a rate not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, without prejudice to the 
right of a creditor to receive out of the debtor's 
estate any higher rate of interest to which he 
may be entitled after all the debts proved have 
been paid in full. 

49. (/) A debt may be proved under this Act 

Mode of proof by delivering, or sending 

Algiers by post in a registered 
lattes to the Court an affidavit verifying the 
ebt 

(2) The affidavit ‘shall contain or refer to a 
statemont of account showing the particulars.of 
the debt, “and shall specify the vouchers (if any) 

which the same can’. be substantiated, The 
Court may at any time call for the production of 
the vouchers, 

50. (2) Where the Deh — that RS 

: debt has been improper 
a Digtloneneandretve entered. in the ‘schedule 
the Court may, on the 
"application of the receiver and,, after notice to 
the creditor, and such inquiry (if any) as the 
Court ,thinks necessary, expunge such entry or 
reduce the amount. of the debt, 


(2) The Court may also, after like inquiry, 


expunge an entry or reduce the amount of a debi, 


upon the application ~of a creditor where ne 
receiver has 5 appointed, or where the receiver 
declines to interfere’ in in the matter om the case 


of acomposition or ig ite ape ret or cae 


of the 
Effect of ihcsotoehab on sass framaactsons. 


51. (2) Where peerage i of a decree has issued. 


cafes Sek 
Restriction of o a be entitled 


ens the ben benefit of the cinta 
ed on against’ the receivér except in | 


or 0 ine before th date of | 

ae dr tion. s it ier 
(2) ping” is in this section shall affect the 
qrameieree 
whic sche AGEN 


any | y of a 
executing decree as debtor which ‘saleable in 
to pe ie, Syne execution and. cine the sile 

thereof notice is given to the 
ps puedkioae the decree that an inroly 
petition by or ene the debtor has been admit 
the Court-shall, on application, direct the property, 
if in the possession of the Court, to be delivered 
to the receiver, but the costs <of the suit in 
which the decree was made and of the ‘execation 
shall be a first charge on the property so delivered, 
and the receiver may sell-the property or an ade- 
quate part. thereof for the purpose of satisfying. 
‘the charge,, ~ .% 

53. Any transfer of property not. bein 

‘dcataie transfer made before and in 
vol ilalory transfer, consideration of marriage or - 

made in favour of a purchaser 
orincumbrancer in good faith and. for valuable 
consideration sbull, if the transferor is adjudged 
insolvent within” two years after the date of the 
trausfer, be voidable as against the receiver and 
may be ‘anhalled by the Conrt, ~ 

64. (2 Every transfer of property, every pay- © 
ment made, every obligativun 
ri and every judicial 

ager | taken or suffered 
by any person unable to pay hig debts as they 
become due from his own moncy in fayour of any 
creditor, with a view of giving that creditor a 
preference over thie other creditors, shall, if such 
person is adjudged insolvevt on a petition 
sented within three months after the dute thereof, 
be deemed .frandulent and void as against the 
receiver and shall be annulled by the Court. 

(2) This section’ shall not affect the rights of 
any person who in good faith and for valuable 
Ba le tion has acquired a title through or 
under a creditor.of the insolvent, n 

55. Subject to the foregoing provisions ofthis 

P te ase hon caith respect. to the 
fade transactions. effect of insolv on an 

"execution, and with respect 
to the avoidance of certain transfers iol preferen- 
ces, nothing in this Act shall invalidate iu the case 
of an insolvency— 


* () a ap ban by the insolvent to any of 


6 t deliv the insol a 
Wareres pes Lge 


Avoidance of — 
enge in cortain cases 


eration; of 
(@. any contacto pees 
erties of erent 
transaction tikec - 


the person with SF i 
has not aeoien dae tation 
ee ptt yong th tor 





} 
fe 


™% 





ar 


the leave of the foo 





ry under such 
Yc owner thereof, shal} 
y e insolvent, 


mission of the trae 
stances that he is the 
be deemed to be the property ¢ rent, 
(4) All property which is acquired by or devolves 
Po Apes wih rn oar pear Aer Se 
adjudication and before his ° discharge shall 


\ 
is forthwith vest in the Court or receiver, and 





respect thereof. : i 
(5) Tho of the insolvent for the 
} i asa tk shall .not include any 
property (not being books of account) which is 
exem 
or by any other enactment for the time being 
in foree from. liability. to attachment and sale in 
‘execution of a decree, — : 
(6) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
powerof any secnred creditor to realise. or other- 
» wise deal with his security, inthe same manner 
. a8 he would have been entitled to realise or deal 
| with it if this section had not been passed, ~ 
id (7)_An order of adjudication shall relate back 
| to, and take effect from, the date of the present- 
ation cf the petition on which itis made, 
_ 29, Any Court in which a suit or other procecd- 
© Stay of pending ing is pending agaibst a 
proceeding, 


f 1908, 


debtor shall, on proof that an 
order of adjudication hus 
been made against him under this Act, either sta 
the proceeding or allow it to continue on suc 
terms a3 such Court may impose, : 

80. Notice of an order of adjudication stating 

P bie NSN a ‘the name, address | and des- 
of adjudication eription of - the insolvent, 
te Subst , _ the date of the adjudica- 
tion, the period within. which the) debtor shall 
apply for bis’ discharge, and the Court 
which the adjudication is: made, shall be published 
in the local official Gazette’ and in such other 
manner as may be prescribed, 


w 


Proceedings consequeit on order of adjudication. 

mee (1) Any insolvent in respect of whom an 

Solestion onieg Older of ‘adjndication has 

PION SNR Bon alle may apply to the 

; Court for protection, and the Court'may on such- 
application make an order for the protection of 

. ihe erent fam eet of detain ; i 
+ (2), A protection order may apply either to. » 

\ Poy ‘of the aker; a any of them as the 


Court may think proper, and may commence and “ 


take 


t and for-soch time as the Court may 
ditect, a os fhe er oma or renewed as the 
~~ (8; A protection order shall protect the insol- 
vent from being arrested or detained in prison foy 
wany-debt to whch such order applies, and any 
__insolyent arrested or detaiwed contrary to 





ae 








a 







~~ the provisions of. sub-section (2) shall apply in. 


pted by the Code of Civil Procedure, 190%, 







led to-his 
A debts provable under this Act, 


_ te hie ae 3 
P — ‘4 Pa 
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ts Provided that no “such order shall operate to 
prejadice the rights of any creditor in the event 
of such order being revoked or the adjudication 


—andulled, 


4 
(4) Any creditor shatl be entitled to appear and 
Oppose the grant of a protection order. 
82. At any time after an order of adjudi- 
Powor to arrest after Cation has been made, the 
adjudication, Court may, if it his reason 
_-to believe on the application 
of any creditor or the receiver, that tho dehtor 
has absconded or departed from the local limnits 
of its jurisdiction with Intent to avoid any obli- 
tion which has been, or might be, imposed ‘on 
im by or under this Act, order a warrant to 
issue fur-his arrest; and on his appearing or being 
brought--before it, may, if satisfied that he wae 
absconding or had-departed with such intent, order 
his release on such terms as to security as may he 
reasonable .er necessary, or if such security is not 
furnished, direct that he chal! be detained in the 
civil prison for a period which may extend to 
three months. ¢ 
33. (1) When Ba of adjudication has been 
made under this Act, all 
ome edule of oredit- persons alleging themselves 
. to be creditors of the insol- 
vent in respect of debts provable undef this 
Act shall tender proof of their respective debts by 
producing evidence of the Amount and particulars 
thereof, and the Court shall, by order, determine 
the persons who have proved themselves to be cre« 
ditors of the insolvent iA respect of such debts, 
and the amount of such debts, respectively, and 
shall frame a schedulo-of such persons and 
debts ; om 


Provided that if, in the opinion of the Court, the 
vulue of any debt. is incapable of being fairly esti- 
mated, the Court may make an order to that 
effect, and thereupon the debt shall not be includ- 
ed in the schedule. 

(2) A copy of every such schedule shall be 
posted in the Court-house. - 

(8) Any creditor of the insolvent may, at any 
time before the discharge of the insolvent, tender 
proof of his debt and apply to the Court for an 
order directing his name to be entered in the sche- 
dule as a creditor in respect of any debt provable 
under this Act, and not entered in the schedule, 
and the Court, after causing notice to be served on 
the insolvent-and the other creditors who have 

‘oved their debts, and hearing their objections 
lif any) shall comply with or reject the applica- 
tion. . 

34. (1) Debts which have been excluded from 
the schedule on the ground 
that their value.is incapable 

~ of being’ fairly estimated 
and demands in the nature of unliquidated 
F arising otherwise than by reason of a 


Debts provable under 
the Act. 


contract or a breach of trust shall not be provable 


under this Act. 
; Save as provided by sub-section (/ , 
all debts and liabilities, sarah or future, pace 


or contingent, to which the debtor is subject, 
when he is adjud; an insolvent, or to which 
he may become tubjett before his discharge by 


of such 


reason of pr rts. es inearred before the date 
j 


adication, shall be deemed to be 
8 


NA y abi 


” 
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1G) Ne epost oe Risin linc ape 


35, Whore, in the opinion of the Court, a debt- | by the Court which does not provide for the pays 
Pere tava ade ong 0b conte dette | ment in pricity to sther debts ofall debts direoted. 
judiention-of-ingolven- adjudged insolvent, or where 


be so paid in the distribution of the property 
po ahcoley a! 4 Pa pit enti 
(7) In any other cace the Court -may either 
approve or refuse to approve the proposal, 
39. If the Court approves the proposa 


th 

terms shall be embo in an 

ate OP PEM. order of the Soak tad the 
a 
























ey. it is proved to the satisfacticn 
of the Court that the debits of the insolvent have 
been paid in full, the Court shall, on the applica- 
tion of the debtor, or of any other person interest- 
ed, by order in writing, annul the adjudiéation. 
.36, If, in any cave in which an order of adjudi- 


i i -. Court shall frame a schedule 

Power to cancel one ¢ation has been jo, it |. ee ALL. X a& 8 l 
Wreat avdets of “shall be proved to the Co in accordance with the provisions of section $3 
acre os welt: ss eh gee the Court | the order of adjudication shall be annulled, 


and the provisions of section 37 shall apply, ond 
the composition or scheme shall be binding on alt 
the creditors entered in the said schedule so far 
as relates to.any debts entered therein. . 
40. If default is made in the payment of any 
Power to ro- instalment due in pursuance of 


made that insolvency proceedings are pending in 
another Court against the same debtor, and that 
the property of the debtor can be more convenient- 
ly distributed by such other Court, the Court. may 
annul the adjudication or stay all proceedings 
‘thereon. x q 
37. (2). Where an RO is pene all 
r _ sales and dispositions of pro- 
Us hae age sa as¥ perty and payments duly 
made, and all acts thereto- 
fore done, by the Court or receiver, shall be valid ; 
but, subject as aforesaid, the property of’ the 
debtor who was adjudged insolvent shall vest in 
such person as the Court may-appoint, or, in default 
of any such appointment, shall revert to the debtor 
to the extent of his right or interest therein on 
such conditions (if any) as the Court may, by 
order in writing, declare. 

(2) Notice of every order annulling an ad- 
judivation shall be published in the local official 
Gazette and in such other manner as way be 
preseribed. : 


solvent. if it appears to the” Court that 
the composition or scheme cannot proceed withont 
injustice or undue delay, or that the a val of 


if it thinks fit, re adjudye the debtor insolvent and 
annul the composition or scheme but without 
prejudice to the validity of any transfer or pay- 
ment duly made or of anything duly done under 
or in pursuance of the composition. or scheme. 
When a debtor is re-ad judged insolvent under this 
sub-section, all delits provable in other respects 
which have been covtracted before the date of 
such re-adjudicution shall be provable in the 
‘insolvency, =>" 
Discharge. 


41. (1) A debtor may, at any time after” thy: 


Compositions and schemes of arrangement. 


38. (2) Where a debtor, after the making ofan 
Compositions’ , and order of adjudication, sub 
schomes of arrange- mits a proposal for a com- 
ment, position in satisfaction of his 
“debts, or a proposal for a scheme of arrangement of. 
his affairs, the Court shall fix a date for the consi- 
deration of the proposal, and shall issue a notice to 
all creditors in such manner as may be prescribed, 
(¥) If, on the consideration of the propdsal, a 
majority in number and three-fourths in value of 
all the creditors whose debis are proved and who 


chall,. within the pe 
specified by the Court, apply to the Court for 
an order of discharge, and the Court ‘shall fix a 
day, notice whereof shall be given in such manner 
as may be preseribed, for hearing such application, 
and any objections which may be made thereto, 


the Court may, after considering the objections 
of any creditor and, where a receiver has ‘been 
appointed, the report of the receiver —_—_- 

(a) grant or refuse an absolute order of dis- 


are present in person or by pleader, resolve to charge ;,or 
sane the peageeals the same shall be deemed to (6) pogo as. somcagen of the order for a 
J ® ime; or 


be dul a 8 by the creditors. — 

(3) The ebtor may at the meeting amend the 
terms of his Pape if the amendment is, in the 
opinion of the Court, calculated to benefit the 
general body of ereditors. 

(4) Where the Court is of opinion, after 
hearing the ss of the receiver, if a receiver 
has been appointed, .and after considering any 
objections which may be made by or on behalf of 
any creditor, that the terms\of the proposalare not 
reasonable or are not calculated to benefit the gener- 
al body < creditors, the Court shall refuse to 
-apptove the proposal. > j é 

*) If any facts are proved on proof of which 
the rt ‘dr sak required alee to erfatey 
suspend or attach conditions to the debtor’s di 
charge, the Court shall refuse eae the |. 


« (¢) grant an order of discharge subject to any 
conditions with respect to any earnings 
orincome which may afterwards be- 
come due to the insolvent, or with 

._ respectito his after-acqaired property., » 
42. (1) The Court chall refase bei nara an 
Goat. Stas sadtiog dl. ga.peoot ot 

” under « -on proof o 
feta i any of the following 


ats : na \ gesagt or 


ities, unless he satisfies the (‘curt ‘that 
the fact. that the assets are not of a 





adjudge debtor in- the composition or scheme, or 


the Court was obtained by fraud, the Coart may, ~ 


iechonge. order of adjudication, and - 


1) Subject to the’ provisions of this section, — 


° 


eis 


nurt. oh it Lateaien quell Uaceighebantinn tk Gha 
ee be os " eM for ( dy teainoast of i uasured ai oe 
bey: 7 ‘ Six annas in : ay ities - arisen aire st 
on all the unsecared debts provable oguask toa for ves yes stly be held 
debtor's estate, aa oh responsible ; et ed f 
: iBAOR yeas Fe Sotelthcie > | 
Pe 4 


oe * C r et 














a OBERT ike Oo er, he may apply to the 
ourt, and th -may- , reverse or 
‘ha pra or. Aecieios complained of, and 
Sipe wine's Pinks just: a 
rovided that no application under this section 
aa salartea otek 


after. the expiration of 
twenty-one days from the date of the act or” 
decision complained of, » ~ 
‘ ~~. PART IV. 
See ~ Pexatties, x 


69, If a debtor, = come 
“ makin an order o 
Offences by debtores aifad sition 
fa) wilfully fails to perform the duties imposed 
on him by section 22 or to deliver up 
‘possession of any part of his property 


(2) The notice shall set forth the substance of 
the offence, and any number of offences may be 
get forth in the same notice. 


Appeal to Court aggintt reeciver: 
= 8. Hf ihe ist ot any ofthe cotitn 
; ce taCoart ‘any other person is. aggrieved 
sage elven: by any. act or decision of the. 


whether before or vfter the 


EO A 
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3) At the hearing of such notice and of any 
charge framed in pursuance thereof, the Court 
shall, eo faras may be, follow the procedure for 
the trial of warrant cases by Magistrates prescril- 


ed by Chapter XXI-of the Cede of Criminn] Pro--V cf 1898. 


cedure, }88, and nothing in Chapter XXIII of 
the said Code relating to trials before High Courts 
and Courts of Session shail be applicable to such 
trial. ¥ 

(4) Any numberof cffences under this section 
may be charged at the same time: 

Provided that no debtor shall be sentenced fo 
imprisonment cxeeeding an aggregate period of 
two years. for offences under this section committed 
in the course of the same insolvency proceeding. 

(6). The Court may, instead of itself inquiring 
into an offence under section 69 make a com- 
pluint thereof in writing to the nearest Mayis- 
trate of the first class having jurisdiction, and 
such Magistrate shalldeul with such complaint 


in the manner laid down in the Code of Criminwl y of 1998, 
Procedure, 1898 : 


Provided that it ehall not be necessary to e,am- 
ine the complainant. 


71, Where an insolvent has been guilty of 


which is divisible among his creditors 

na, this Act, and which is for the 

time bring in his possession or under 

his .control to the Court or to any 

_person authorised by the Court to take 
~ possession of it, or _ 


R Bin Criminal liability any of the offences specified 
; (® fraudulently with intent to conceul the | after discharge or in section 69, he shall not be 
_ state of his affairs or to difeat the ob- | compesition. 


exempt from being proceed- 
ed sgainet therefor by reason that he has obtained 
his discharge or that a composition or scheme of 
arrangement has been acvepted or approved, 
72. (1) An undischarged insolvent obtaining 
Tidtechéegel” inaol vehi credit. to the extent of 
obtaining credit. fifty rupees or upwards 
from any person without 
informing such person that he is an undischarged 
insolvent shell, on conviction by a Magistrate, 


jects of this Act,— , 

(s) has destroyed or otherwise wilfully 

: prevented or barry withheld 

. é . the production Of any document 

relating. to such of his affairs as 

“> : 3 are subject to investigation onder 

this Act, or : 

a3 (id) has kept or caused to be kupt false 

piles . books, or A 


o “ve Fie : be punishable with imprisonment for a term which 
+, Agi) has made fulee entries ip'or with: | n,y extend to six months, or with fine, or with 
held entries from or wilfully both aie » 
altered or falsified’ any document 1 ~\* 
relating to such of his affairs as (2) Where the Court has reason to believe that 
P are subject to investigation under | an undischarged ieirolnis has com alia the nae 
\ this Act, or referred to in sub-section (1), the Court, after - 
be ‘ fraudulently with intent to diminish the | making any preliminary inquiry (hat may be neces- 
\ sum to be divided among his creditors | ®Ty, May send the case for trial to the nearest 
Hos or to give an undue preferene to any Magistrate of the first class, and may send the 
. of his creditors, — esac ae accused in custody or take sufficient security for his 
ne ‘ a led appearance before such Magistrate ; and may bind 
ae es (*) ret dente Fortine os ree: a aap unten te appear and give evidence on ‘* 
\ ep site } Pak such trial, : : 
Ba : 4 + with, ch 
ss lee ly ny pat 18.) Whare 9 debtor ip -adjdged ore 
- ere.” Yt , i 4 adju insolvent under 
é pr one a Vane. mh May nd PP cri of this Act, he shall, subject 


Se ATURE ene: us A he provisions of» thi 
he shall be punishable on conviction -by the Cou:t- section, Piet iad aoa! Fie een 


\ with imprisonment which may extend to one 





ae ca NO Maa olin he aes (2) being appointed or acting asa Magis- 
pee "AO. (I) What the Gratin til ence trate ; es 

RS So maggie satan, iaebtonind for inguining inte being elected to any office of any loca 

ceancope Manson a any offence referred. to in “a selinrity where the appointment to 

a ay Sole ¢ wection O¥;:the Coast “ehell " euch office is by election or holding or 


Be ‘t “direct titat a notice be served on the debtor in the isi uch office to which no 
-_<__- manner prescribed in the Code of Criminal Proce- |» ” dalncy ia attached ; and 

(°¥ of 1998, dure, 1891 service of a sunimons, calling on . ae é 

si a -to show ca ; ge or charges should (c) being elected or sitting or ‘voting. as 
= not be framed a 10. CAMARA member of any local wathority, 









be tiAnacy-« 


ES SESE Se 





& 


or cateurns oan 


ag OE oe 


(a) the order of adjudication: is anpulled | 
utider section 35, or , 
(6) he obtains from the Court an ee of Mite 
charge, whether absolute or conditional, 
with a certificate that his insol 
was cauved by misfortune without any 
misconduct on his part, 
(3) The Court may grant or reface such certifi- 
cate as it thinks fit, but any order of refusal shall 
be subject to appeal. , ; 


PARTV. + 
Summary Apsiyistn ation. 


74, When a petition is presented by or against 
a debtor, if the Court ie 
satisfied by affidavit or other- 
wise that the property of 
the debtor is not likely to exceed in vatue five hun- 
dred rupees, the Court may make an order that the 
debtor’s estate be administered in a summary 
manner, and thereapon the provisions of this 
‘Act shall be snbject to the “following mcdifications, 
namely i= 
(t) unless the Court otherwise directs, 
notice required under this Act, shall ie 
published in the local official Gazette ; 


(is) on the admission of a petition b 
debtor, the property of the deltor s all 
vest in the Court a8 a rcieyer ; 

(ft) at the bearing of the petition, the Court 
shall inquire into the debts and assets of 
the debtor, and determine the same by 
order in writing, and» it shall not be 
pécessaty to frame a schedule under the 
provisions of section 33 

(iv) ‘the property of the Batis shall be realis- 

ed with all reasonable despatch and 
thereafter, when practicable, distributed 
ina single dividend.; 

(v) the debtor sbull apply for his discharge e 

-within six months from the date ofs 
judication ; and 


(vé) such other modifications as may be 


Summary . adminis- 
tration 


prescribed with the view of saving .cx-, 


pense and simplifying aaa le 
Provided thut the Court may at an: 
that the ap st procedure bt. by for ip nt 
Act shall be followed in regard to the debtor’s 
estate, and ‘hereafter the Act shall have effect 
accorcingly. 


PART VI. : 
APPEALS. 


"76, (1) The debtor, any creditor, the-ressiver 

‘or any person 

Appeele, agerieved by iF decision 

come-to or an order made in the éxercise of ingol- | 

vency a dye by a vue Dent Cont a 

District Court may a © Distri 

und $he-coeten, a-tbe, Ditzas Ss ch 

appeal shall be ‘final: 






(2) The disqua'ifications which an insolvent i is 
subject to under *this section shall be st oe 
and shall cease if— ent thy 


order made fre: a District 





saad icin ay 










— ean 4 tlt apy “to Jas = 


eo ‘Any such person Aigosieard by. “aay al 
decision or order of a District Court as is specified , 
in Schedule-I, piisaysapves 5 otherwise than-in - 
appeal from an order made by a subordinvte - 
Court, may popes to the High Court. . : 

(8) Aoy ieved by any other 
urt otherwise than in_ 
appeal from ‘an order made by a subordinate Court 

Whitt ts Court sate ‘leave of the 

District Court or of High Co ie ; 

(4) The periods of ition aa appeals to ~ 
the District Court and to the High Court onder 
this section shall-be thirty days and — ou, 
respectively. oe 


* PARG WER gene 
Miscet.annovs. 


76, The costs of any proceeding under this 
Cote. Act, including the costs 
of maintaining a debtor 
in. the civil prison, shall, subject to any rules 
made under this Act, be in the -discretion of 5d 8 
Court in which the proceeding is had, 
77, All Courts having MiB in insole 
vency and the officers of 
caine be sasliney #0 such Courts respectively 
- shall pevereltt act in’ aid 
of and be auxiliary to each other in all matters of 
insolvency, and an order of a Conrt g aid 
with a request to another of the said Courts shall 
be deomed sufficient to enable the latter Court to 
exercise, in regard to the matter: directed b ond 
order, such ju ion as either of such 
could exercise in regard to similar matters within 
their respective juriadictions. 


18. (1) The Cra # of tzton 5 and 18 
Limi ti of the Indian ‘Limitation . 
| spa od , Act, 1908, shall apply to yy of 1908. 


ications under this ‘Act, and for 
the said section 12, a decision under 
sect! n 4 shall be deemed to be'a decree.” 2 
Where an order of adjudjeation has - been” . 
sat ale hi ei comtg the ene ag : 








_* 






require the receiver to give such security 
ap it. thinks fit d . to account for 
. 5 .-qwhat he shall receive'in respsct of the 
BE sy co fh cany 
*.(b) by coat or special order, fix the amount 

to “be “paid as remuneration for the 


services of the receiver out of the assets 
of the insolvent. = 


by. (a) 3 


* ¥ 


__ (8) Where the Court appoints a receiver, it:may. 


remove the person in whose ion-or ¢ 


any such pro} as aforesaid is from the posses- 
‘sion or custody thereof: ; ; 
Provided that nothing in this section shall be 


deemed ty authorise the Court to remove from the 
possession or custody of property any- person wh vm 


the insolvent has not a present right so to remove, | 
receiver appointed under this” 


(4) Where a 
secti 


{ay fails to ’ submit his accounts at such | 


riods_ and in such form as the Court 
; yp OF ; J 
» (@) fails to pay the balance due from bim 
~ ... thereon as the Court directs, or - 
{e) occasions loss to the property by _ his 
wilful default or gross negligence, 
the Court may direct his property to be attached 


end sold, ng may apply the proceeds to make good 


apy balance found to be due from him or any loss 
so occasioned by him, % 

(6) The provisions of, this section shall ly, 
so far asmay be, to interim receivers cite of 
under section 20, : : : 


57. (1) The Loeal~Government erent 


; i such persons as it 
Olfcil Reciven (fo be called“ Offical Re- 
under this Aet within such local limits as it may 
prescribe : : p 


(2) Where any Official Receiver has been so 
ppointed for the local limits of the. jurisdiction of 
: ing jurisdiction under this Act, he 

tpose of every order 


y Court hay 

“ shall be the receiver for the 
"appointing a receiver or an interim rec°iver issued 
by any foe Seok unless the Court for special 
reasons ‘ 


ction 


sec 
_ of an O 


sed ey Oi ee al gs 
\ or other 
- the Local Government may fix in this behalf, and 


no remuneration that s0 fixed 


ion 56 in respect. of the 


shail "be evivedby ‘the Oficial Receiver as. 


cert 


, we tTS 


* > BBY Whore:no ‘rectiver is ted, the Court. 






all the powors, 
ver®P" conferred _ i Agu Raps A 
this Act, ena 
5 and aa cael 





ceivers ”) to be receivers 


(3) Any sum payable under clause (6) of enb- 
ial Receiver shall be credited to such 








59, Subject to the provisions of this Act, the 


Deitia Sea raceme sige iyo conveni- 
ent speed, realiso the property of 
pelvens Te elie: debtor ait Wikteibute “divi: 


.  dende among the creditors entitled 
thereto, and for that purpose may— 


. (a) sell all or any part of the property ofthe 
Insolvent ; 
(6) Bive receipts for any money received by | 
im; ; 
and my, by leayo of the-Court, do all or -any > 
of the following things, namely ;— 

(c) carry on the business of the insolvent so 
far as may be necessary for the bene: 
ficial winding up of the same ; ¢ 

(d) institute, defend or continue any suit or 
other legal proceeding relating to the 
property of the insolvent ; 

(¢) employ. a pleader or other azent to take 

any proceedings or do any business 
which may be sanctioned by/ the 
Court ; : 


(/) accept asthe consideration for the sale 
of any property of the insolvent a sum 
of money payable at a future time eub- 
ject to such stipulations as to security 

« - and otherwise as the Court thinks ft ; 

(g) mortgage or pledze any part of the 
property of the insolvent for the pur- 
pose of raising money for the payment 

. _ of his debts ; 

(4) refer any dispute to arbitration, and 
compromise all debts, claims and 
liabilities, on guch terms as may. be 
agreed upon ; and ' 

(*) divide in’ its existing form amongst the 
creditors, according to its estimated 
value, any property which, from its 
peculiar nature or other special ciroum- 

vente stances, cannot readily or advantage- 
4 ously -be gold. 


60, (1) In any local area in which a declaration 
has been made under section 68 of 


sebecisl Pfovi- the Code” of Civil 
Sceapls > 1908, and is in foree, no sale of 


porty. immoveable . property paying 
revenue to the Government or 
held 6r let-for agricultural purposes shall be made 
by the receiver; but, after the other property of 
thé insolvent has been realised, the Court shall 
ascertain — oo" 
(2) the amount required to satisfy the debts 
proved under this Act after deducting 
.+ the monies already received ; 
(2) the immoveable property of the insolvent 
remaining unsold ; and 
(c) the incumbrances (if any) 
thereon ; § 
and shal! forward a statement to the Collector 
containing the particulars aforesaid ; and there- 
upon the Collector. shall proceed to raise the 
aniount so required by the exercise of such of the 
powers conferred on him by paragraphs 2 to 10 
of the Third Schedule to the said Code as he_ 


existing 


thinks fit, and subject to thé provisions of those 


hs so far as they are applicable, and shall 
hold at the disposal of the Court all sums that may 


“| eome to his hands by the exercise of such powers, 


Procedare, V of 1908. 


wor wer 


18 
‘chill be deacaodl.to 


enactment for the 
the 


(2) Nothing in this Act 
affect any provisions of an t fi 
time being in forse prohibiting or restricting 
execution of decrees or orders 
property ; and any such isions ee be deeni- 
ed to apply to. the eo orcemont of an order of. 
adjudication made under this Act as if it were 
such a decree or order, 


Distribution of Property. 


61, (4) In the distribution of the property 

+ ae of Atle of the ingolvent, there shall be 

Priority of debts. naid«in priority “to~all other 
debts— 


(a) all debts duc.to the Crown. or 
local authority ; and 
(6) all salury or wages, not exceeding twenty 
rupees in all, of any clerk, servant or 
labourer in respect of services rendered 
to the insolvent daring four months 
before the date of the presentation of 
the petition. 

(2) The debts specified in sub-section (1) shall 
rank equally between themselves, and shall be paid 
in full, unless the property of the insolvent is in- 
suffisient to meet them, in which case they shall 
abate in equal proportions between themselves. 

(3, Subject to the retention of such sums as 
may be necessary for the expenses of adminis- 
tration or otherwise, the debts specified in sub- 
séction (1) shall be Adlischarged “forthwith in so far 
as the ,property of the insolvent is sufficient to 
meet them. ger 

» (4) In the case of partners, the partnership 
property shall b 7 ipa le in the first instance 
in payment Of the partnership debts, and the 
orantle property of each partner shall bv applic- 
able in the first instance in payment of his 
separate debts, Where there is a surplus of the 
eaparate property of the partners, it shall be dealt 


‘to any 


against imnoveable 
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avith as park of the partnership property; and , 


where there is a surplus of the partnership proper- 
ty, it shall be dealt with as part of the respective 
separate pro; 
interests 0 
-property .— 
(5) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all 
debts entered in the schedule shall be paid rate- 


each partner in’ the partnership 


ably according to the amounts of such debts res- 


-_ pectively and without any preference. 


y in proportion to the rights and | 


aE nee 


ty ede 


(¢) dieputed proofs or claims;and 
(d) the expenses necessary for 
as ne the estate ot otherwise, ~ 

- (8)"Bubject to thé. provisions’ of sub-section 

(0, ail ants in hand shall be distributed as 

vi Pe . + say Be °F 


63. Any creditor wo bas not. proved “hi, lebt 
Right of creditor who ‘wired aScrton of ay aya 


has not rare” Govt dividend or dividends shall 
before declaration of a be entifled to be ri 

dividend. - of any money for — the 
time being in the hands of the receiver, any 
dividend or dividends whiclt=he may, have fai 

to receive before that money is applied to the 
ging any future “dividend. oe dividends ; 


, out 


ut.he shall not be entitled to disturb the distri- 9 


bution of any dividend declared before his debt 


Ly abe 


was proved by reason thit-bo has hot participated — 


therein, 


64. When the ie ga has Kersara a the pro- 

; , of the insolvent or so 
Byenl Rieyents ai ptt can, in the 
opinion of the Court, be realised without need- 
leesly protracting the receivership, he shall 
declare a final dividend; but before so doing, he 
shall give notice in manner prescribed to the 
persons whose claims. to be creditors have been 
uotified but, not proved, that if ye? do not prove 
their claims within the. time limited by the 
notice, he will proceed to make a final 
dividend without regard to their claims. “After 
the expiration of the time so limited, or if the 


Court, cn application by or i claimant, grants 
hi further time for establi 


shing his claim, then ~ 


on the expiration of such further time, the pro- ~ 


perty of the insolvent shall be divided among the 

creditors entered in the schedule without regard 

to the claims of any other persons, ‘ 
65. No suit for a dividend shall lie against 
No suit for dividend. a receiver; but -where 


any dividend, the Court may, on the application 
of any creditor who is entered in the schedule, 
order him.to pay it, and alsoto pay out of his 
own money interest thereon for the time that it is 


| withheld, and the costs of the application, 
~ 66. (/) The’ Court: may appoint the insolvent - 


| 


(6) Where there is any surplus after payment of © 


the foregoing debts, it shall bo applied in payment 
of interest from the date on-which the debtor is 


adjudged,’an insolvent at th» rate of six per | 


| (ifany) 


himself to snperintend 


Management by and a: on mei. of ths 


allowance to insolvent. 


ov-of any part thereof, or to carry on the. trade 
of the insolvent for the benefit of the 
other. respect to aid in 


eveditors, and in any. 
ty in such manner and 


administering the p 


receiver refuses to pay . 


property of the insolvent: — 






the adesinistre- 


ores per annum on all debts entered in the | on such terms as the may direct, sgt 
schedule. a4 . aa 
62. (1) In the calculation of dividends, the — gyoh ge Flay ait yg cove ‘think aga -e 
‘Calculation of divi- receiver shall retain in his | ; lvent out of his for the’ support of 
dends. hands sufficient assets to ten Prope *derati Sees Ti 
aegis P hirfffelf and his Meaty lous aye of his ~ “ 
(2) debts provable under this Actand appeat« fue any See Git ecnaciays ‘al say Mime 
ing, from the insolyent’s statements § yay ‘Court fire ie 
or htepieg to be due to persons — vaided. ¢¢ Sune nye OSE ED ae 
meget in places so pone | 67. The insolvent sah eons any eur- 
ordinary course of communication | pi saab remal after. pay* 
/ they have aa had sufficient time to | oie imalvont Pein full of his creditors, 
, tender their proofs ; - ser ae With interest as provided by 
(b) debts provable under this Act, the sub- this Act, and of, the expenses of the proceedings = 
' taken- thereunder, aS "SNR 


ject of claims not yet determined; — 
oa Y ‘3 * oa was 


oer ts At an Pork 
shoe territories 













SCHEDULE I... 
(See section 75 (2) .) 


Decisions and orders from which an appeat lies to 
the High Court under section 75 (2). 


oe 






Nature of decision or order. 








arising in insolvenoy, 

Order d'smissing a petition, 

Order awarding compensation. 

Ordor of adjudication. 

‘Orders regarding ontries in the schedule, 

Order annulling adjudication, 

‘Order ‘declaring the conditions’ on which the 


debtor's property shall revert to him on annul- 
~ ment of ajadieation, 


Order on application for discharge, af 


Order Load or reducing entries in the 
ule, 


Order annulling a voluntary transfor. 


Decision that a transfer of property is a pre- 
ference in favour of a antilices 


Conviction and sentence of debtor for an offence 
under this soction. 





SCHEDULE Ul. 


(See section 81.) if 
Provisions of the Act application of which may be 
barred by Local Governments. 





Provisions of the 
Act, 


Subject. 





Section. 
26 _ | Award of compensation. 
88, sub-scetion (3) | Reputed property of an insolvent. 
84 Debts provable under the Act. 


> 
89 ; i me go and schemes of arrange- 
j | ment. 

J 





Decision of quostions of title, priority, etc., | 


Effect of 


53 : transactions. 
ba | 
65 * J i ~ 
61, fexoopt. Priority of debts, “ 
clause (a) 
of sub- 
™ section (1) 
and = sub- 
section 
(4)). 
62 
63 « ’ Pi Le ag 
Dividends. ; ‘ 


66 Management by and allowance to ine 
solvent, ~ " 
72 Penalty for obtaining of credit by 


undischarged insolvent. 


7 scHEDULE III, 


ENACTMENTS REPEALED. 














(See section 83.) 
Yoar.| No, | Short title. Extent of repeal. 
1907 | 111 | The Provinotal In-| So much as has not. 
ve Act, been repealed. 
1914 | IV = eet es ae 1, 
| tion Ast, at es. 
X | The Repealing’ and ~ Schedule ) 
Amending . et Ili of seating 
1914, age 





ste tse ala 


3 Syria 
insolvency on * antecedent 


0 
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the Governor General 


(2) Any such licence shall remain in force 
only for such time ag the person holding the same 


Provided that the Local Government may, in 
cancel or vary the 


3. In section 23 of the said Act, after the word 
“service”? the words “and 
licence” shall be 
inserted, and after the words “entitled to the 
shall be 


4. In section 24 of the said Act, after the word 
“certificate” in each «place 
where it occurs, the words 


(1) for the word “eighty” the words “one 


(2) Tnclause (a), after the words and~ figures 
£ “ Merchant Shipping Act, 1894,” the 
be 


inserted, 


“or a master’s licence granted under section 
22-A and applicable. to such vessel and 


(8) At the end of clause (2), the following 


“or an engine-driver’s licence yfanted under 
section 22-A and applicable to such 


6. In section 26 of the said Act, for the word 


, os v ? | 
Py n ; Mie 
_ 
. , 
Tay ; GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following Act of the Indian Legislative Conncil . received the assent, of 
on the 25th Febrnary, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 
Act No. VI or 1920. 
[As rassmp 1n Covuncit] 
An ing to amend the Inland Steam-vessels Act, is in possession of and entitled to a master’s or 
1917. an engine-driver’s certificate, as the case may be, 
- f ti fi i -secti i 
Wuenvas it is expedient to amend the. Tnland aig ars eee rina reir cnctetcgrt 
P of 1917, roo epee Act, 1917 ; It is hereby enacted as ite ; Giaualdnesy aed, 
" : iti f hii ” 
| 1. This Act may be called the Inland ‘Steam- | “701 ° SRY Suen Neence 
| Short tit! vessels (Amendment) Act, 
neh tia. 1920. _ Amendment of sec- 
lof 1917, 2. After section 22 cf'the Ivland Steam-vesséls tion 28, Act I of 1917. every 
; ‘ Act, 1917 (hereinafter réfer-~ ru . . . “i 
sertion of new ‘ certificate ’? the words “or licence 
section 3204 in Act I red to as the said Act), the | ‘ = 
of 1817... “~*~ following ‘section shall be | Mserted. 
‘ _inserted, namely :— 
22-4. (1) The Local Government may also, in Amendment of  seo- 
Li ite discretion, grant— tion 24, Act I of 1917. 
eer : “or licence ” shall be inserted. 
(a) to a person whois in possession of a second- . ‘ 
ae rie master’s cértificate granted under - a ae 25 of the said Act— 
prs section 21 or section 22, and has, by virtue tise $8, Aer 1. of 1917. 
of such certificate, acted as master of an ; y 
inland steam-vessel baving engines of ih ; 
forty ot more nominal horse-power for hundred ’* shall be enbstitated. 
a period of not less than five years, 
or \ 2 
(8) to 2 person who is in possession of a first- folowing: words. .shall 
tose engine-driver’s certificate granted a 
" nder section 2)b-or section 22, or an 
- engine-driver’s certificate granted under a 
VHT of 1884, | the Indian Steam-ships Act, 1884, voyage. 
a > and has, by virtue of such certificate, 
. ~~ served asan engine-driver of an inland words shall be added, namely :— 
steum-vessel having engines of ~ not 
arg less than seventy nominal horse-power 
» for five years, for not less than two vessel and voyage.” 
ie and a half years° of whivh period he 
4 fa has been the engine-driver of such 





7 


* steam-vessel _hayi 


vessel within the meaning of section 26, 


ie a Hieonoe. authorising such person to act as master 


the case. may be, of any inland 
engines of one hundred 
and seventy nominal horse-power or of such less 


or engineer, as 


nominal horse-power as to “such. Goyernment may. 
_ Mem fit. me y 
lan rina? RA s 


Ameudinent of soc- “ thirty ” the word “ forty,” 
tion 26, Act Lof 1917. and for the word “eighty ” 
the words “one hundred,” 


shall be substituted, 


7. In section 27 of the said Act, for the word 
Amendment of secs “‘ thirty ” the word “ forty ’’ 
tion 27, Act of 1917, shall be substituted, P 
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is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


“Aor No. VIL or 1920. 
[As rate Couxon.} ‘ 


eee Ne Ey? Ack fartier to amond the Indian ins Act, 


ae + 1894 

Dae £Wamanis the iaphilons. bares to eal the 
— Tndian Tariff Act, 1894 ; It is hereby enacted as 
Vint of follows :— 








(4) Barrels for the 
same, whether 
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(6) Main an 








ly This Ant may be called the Indian. Tariff 
at "Short tite, (Amendment) Act, 1920. 
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shall be substituted, name- ‘ 
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A. P. MUDDIMAN, ie 
* Seorctary to the Government of India, bie lot 
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The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor General — 
on the 4th March, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— AR? 


Acr No. VIII or 1920. : i 


\ 


¥ of 1910. 


‘YY of 1910, 


A, 








An Act to amend the Dourine Act, 1910. 
Wuerreas. it is expedient to amend the Dourine 
Act, 1910; 1t is hereby enacted as follows :— 


1, This Act may be called the Dourine 
(Amendment) Act, 1920. 


Short title. 
2. In section 5 of the Dourine Act, 1910 
Awondment of sece (hereinafter referred to as 
tion 5, Act V cf the said Act),— ? 


1910. 


(1) the word “and ” at the end of clause (a) 
shall be omitted ; and 


(2) after clause (6) the following clause shall 

be added, namely :— 

“ (e) direct, by order in writing, the owner 
or keeper of any horse which, in- the 
opinion of the Inspectors, is affected 
with dourine to remove it or permit 
it to be removed for the purpose of 
segregation to a place specified in 
the order, and such direction shall 
be safficient authority for the deten- 
tion of the horse in that place for 


that purpose.” 





3. In section 6 of the said Act the word and 
Amendment of- sec letter “ clausd,(6)” shall be 


tion 6, Act V of omitted, 
1910 

4, In section 8 of the eaid Act— 

Amendment of se0- j > 
tion 6, Act V_ of : 
1910, 


(1) in clanse (a) the word and letter “clause " 
(6)? shall be omitted and - 


{2) inclause (6)— 

* (a) after the words “ on microscopical exam- 
ination ” the words “or by . other 
scientific test ” shall be inserted; and 


46) for sub-clause (ti) the following shall be 
substituted, namely :— 


in the case of a mare, with the pre- 
vious sanction of such authority as 
the Local Government . may appoint 
in this behalf, or, if so empowe by 
the Local Government, without such 


« (44) 


\ sanction, cause it to be destroyed,” 










Sanat fv 


Ryden? 





“Se. ie 
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A, P. MUDDIMAN, . 
Secretary to the Government of India. 
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PART V. 
Acts of the Indian Legislative Council assented to by the Governor General, 








GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTM ENT. 





The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor Genéral 
on the 11th March, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


Acr No. X or 1920, 


An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating 3. (1) Save as otherwise provided in or ander this 
ite Act, tice of { i 
to Government scourities, Notice of trust not _1¢% 20 notice of any trust in 


Wuertas it is expedient to consolidate and = ae seth he oa petty oe ee 
amend the law relating to Government securities ; | V°°* by the Government, 
i b follow»;— 
= si anal eae the Indian (2) Zhe Government shall mot be'-desmed fo 
. 


Short title, extent Securities Act, 1920; of the fact that it has recognised an indorsement 
commencement, . o a Government security by an executor or 
se isshitieds " Parmmlircces 
Hegre oe wine oh Ini | tmnt als neta 
including British Baluchistan 3 and administrator may be bound, but, on being satisfied 
(3) It'sball come into force on the first May of | of the due appointment of such executor or admi- 
8 


April, 1920, nistrator, it shall be entitled to treat him as the 


2. In this Act, unless there is anything repug. | full owner of any Government security belonging © 


Definitions. nant in the subject or con- | to the estate of the person whom he represents. 
= text,— 
‘alk ’ 4, (1) Notwithstanding anything in section 
a) “Government security ’’ meang romissor ything 

sae (ineluding treasury bills), etock-certiicates, Right of survivors 5 of the Indian Contract 
bearer bonds and all other securities issued by the | of i or several Act, 1572,— 
Governor General in Couneil or by any Local | alr ort a rd 
Government in respect. of apy louwn contracted 
either before or after the passing of this Act, but 


lors not include « currene “note ; and two or more persons jointly, and eith 
F , 5 a er 0 of 
(ay prescribed” means prescribed by rules | them dies, the smelaniig thal 1 be payable ta) the 
made under this Act, survivor or survivors of those persons,and =» 
be ‘ t 29 ) 


’ 


(2) when a Government security is' payable to 


1X of 1872, 


la 


80 
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() when a Government security is payable 
to two or more persons severally, and either or 
any of them dies, the security shall be payablo 
to the survivor or survivors of those persons, 
or to the representative of the deceased, or to 
any of them. S 


(2) This section shall apply whether such 
death occurred or occurs before or after this Act 
comes into force. 


(3)-Nothing herein contained shall affect any 
claim which any- representative of a deceased 
person may have against the survivor or 
survivors under or in respect of any security to 
which sub-sevtion (1) applies. © 


5. Notwithstanding anything in section 15 of 


fiote shall be valid unless made by the signature of 
the holder inscribed on the back of the security 
itself. i 


6, (1) In the case of any public office to which 
Holding of Govern. the Governor General in 
ment securities by Council may, by notification 
holders of public offices. jn the 
declare this sub-section to apply, a Government 
security 


the office. 


(2) When a Government secarit, 
indorsed as aforesaid, it shall he 
transferred without any or further indorsement 


is made or 


from each holder of the office to the succeeding | 


holder of the office on and from the date on which 
the latter takes charge of the office. 


(8) When the holder of the office indorses to a 
third party a Government secarity made or indorsed 
as aforesaid, he shall snbscribe the indorsement 
with his name and the name of the office. 


(4) A writing on a Governthent security now | 


or heretofore standing in the name of the holder 
of a publie office, whereby the seentity has been 
or was made or indorsed payable to or to the order 
of the holder of the office-by the name of the office, 
shall not be deemed to be or to have been invalid 


by reason only of the security having been so. 


made or indursed, 


(6) This section applies as well to an office of 
Which there are two or more joint holders as to an 
office of which there is a single holder. 


7, Notwithstanding anything in the Negoti- 


may be made or indorsed parable to or to | 
> order of the bolder of the office by the name | 
0 


eemed to be | 





9. (J) The signature of ‘the person authorised 
Impression of signa-. to sign Government  secur- 
ture on Government ities ombehalf of the Govern- 
securities. ment may be printed, en- 


Council may direct on the securities. rie “Gp 
(2) A sigoatare so printed, engraved, lithogra- 
hed or otherwise impressed shall be as valid as if 
it had been inscribed in the proper handwriting of 
the person so authorised. ; 


Issue of duplicate, renewed, converted, consoli- 
dated or sub-divided securities. 





XXVI_ of t the Negotiable Instruments | to have been lost or destroy- 
, 1881. Bye Cae Act, 188), no indorsement | _ /ssue of duplicate ed either wholly or_in part, 
itself. of a Government promissory onenetien. and a person claiths to be 


the person to whom but 


a 


10, (1) When a Government security is alleged . 


e 
tao) 


graved or lithographed, or impremsed by such other 
mechanical process as the Governor General in _ 


| for the loss or destraction it would” be payable, he . 


y, on application to’ the prescribed officer, 
and on producing proof to his satisfaction of the 
loss or destruction amd of the justice of the claim 
and on payment of the prescribed fee, if any, 
obtain from him an order for— 


Gazette of India, | 


(a) the payment of interest im respect of the 
security said to be lost or destroyed 
pending the issue of a duplicate security ; 
and 





(6) the issue of a duplicate’ security payable 
to the applicant. 

| (2) An order shall not be passed under sub-sec- 
tion (/) until after the issue of the prescribed 
notification of the loss or destruction. 


(3) A list-of the securities in respect of which 
‘an order is passed under sub-section (1) shall be 
| published in the prescribed manner. 


11. The bolder of a Searer bond or other 
Government security pay- 
uble to bearer, may, on 
application to the prescribed officer, on delivery of 
the bearer bond or other sefurity, and on payment 
of the prescribed fee, if any, obtain from such 
officer a renewed beater bond or other security, as 
| the case may be. 


Renewal of bearer bonds. 


person claiming to be en- 
titled, to a Government 
romissory note, may, on 
applying to the prescribed officer, and on sutisfy- 
ing lem of the justice of his claim and delivering 
the promissory note receipted in the prescribed 


Renewal of protfis- 
sory notes. 


12, Sybject to the provisions of section 18, a . 


manner, and paying the prescribed fee, if any, 
obtain from such officer a renewed pro.nissory 
| note payable to him ; 


xx ' fesue of soourities to able Instruments Act 
m m4 rulers ‘of States in 1881, the Governor Gineral 
1881, ; ; 

f India. in Council may, in respect of 


ar ee 


any loan, issue to the ruler of any State in India 
Government securities in such form and subject to 
such conditions as to negotiability, succession and 


~ other matters as may be prescribed, 


. &,. Notwithstanding anything in the Nego- 

Indorsor of Govern: tiable Instruments Act, 
security not 1881, a person shall not, 
liable for amount there- by reason only of his having 
OE ay indorsed a Government 
seourity, be liable to pay any money due, either 
as principal or as interest, thereunder. 


Provided that, when application is made for the 
| renewal of a Government promissory note which 
| appears to the preséribed officer to stand in the 
| name of a deceased’*member of a Hindu undivided 
family governed by the Mitakshara law, a renew- 
ed promissory note shall not be issued to the 
applicant unless he furnishes a ‘certifieate 
signed by such’ uuthority and after such “inquiry 
as may be prescribed to the effect that the 
deveased 

governed by the Mitakshara law, that the 
promissory note formed part of the joigt property 





belonged to a Hindu undivided family 
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of the family, and that the applicant is the 
managing or sole surviving male member of the 
nan, = eS naan ie a 
ELeplanation?—The expression “ Hindu undivid- 
ed family governed by the Mitakshata law” shall, 
for the acon of this section, be deemed to 
include a Ma abar toruad. taints. 
13. (1) Where there is a dispute as to_ the 
Renewal of promis- title toa Government pro- 
sory notes in caro of missory note in respect of 
dispute as to title. which an application for 
renewal has been 
may— _ 
(a) where any party to the dispute has obtained 
a final decision from a Court of competent 
jucisdiction declaring him to be entitled 
to such note, issue a renewed note in 
favour of such party, or 
(6) refuse to renew the note until such a 
decision has been obtained, or 
(e) after such inquiry as is hereinafter pro- 
vided and consideration of the result 
thereof, declare by order in writing 
which of the parties is in his opinion 
entitled to such note and may, after the 
expiration of three months from the 
date of such declaration, issue a renewed 
note in favour of such party in accerd- 
‘ance with the provisions of section 12, 
unless within that period he has 
received notice that proceedings have 
been instituted by any person in a 
Conrt of competent jurisdiction for 
the purpose of establishing a title to 
such-note. ; 


Leplanation.—For the purposes of this sub- 
section’ the expression ‘final decision’ means a 
decision which is not appealable or a decision 
which ‘is appealable but against which no appeal 
has been filed within the period of limitation 
allowed by law. ~ 


(2) For the purpose of the inquiry referred 
to in sub-section (/), the prestribed officer may 
himeelf record, or may request the District Magis- 
trate to record or to Bae recorded, the whole or 
any part of such evidenée as the parties may 
produce. When such request has been made 
to the District Magistrate, such Magistrate may 
himself record or may direct sags Meglsleaia of 
the first-class subordinate to him, or any Magis- 
trate of the second-class subordinate to him and 
empowered by general or special order of the Local 
Government. in this behalf, to record the evi- 
dence, and shall forward copy thereof to the 
preseribed officer. 

Leplanation.—For the ‘purposes of this sub- 
section, the District Magistrate means the District 
Magisttate having jurisdiction in the place where 
interest on the promissory note is payable and, 
where interest is payable ata presidency-town, 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate, or ata place 
in a State in India, the Political Agent. 

(8) The prescribed officer or any Magistrate, 
acting under this section may, if ~he thinks fit, 
coed evidence on oath, Ly 
~ 14. Goyernment securities other than those 

Renewai of other mentioned in sections 11 and 
securities 


. 12 may be renewed din such 
©  cireumstances and in 


such manner as“may be 


a 


o 


ssstae Monge ee ee 
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made, the prescribed officer |’ 









15, (7) The prescribed officer may, subject 


to\such conditions as’ ma: 
be preseribed,on the appli- 
i cation of a person claiming 
to be entitled to a Government security or secur. 
ities, on being satisfied of the justice of the claim 
and on delivery of the security or securities receipted 
in the prescribed manner oat on payment of the 
perenne fee, if any, convert, consolidate or sub- 
ivide the security or securities,and issue to the 
applicant a new security or securities accordingly, 


(2) The conversion, consolidation, or sub-division 
referred to in sub-section. (A) may be into a 
security or ‘securities of the. same or different 
classes or of the sume’or different loans. 


16. (/) When a renewed Government promis- 
sory note has been issued 
under section }2, or a new 
Government —_ promigsory 
: note has been issued “upon 
conversion, vonsolidation or sub-division under 
section 15, in favour of any person, the note so 
issued shall be deemed to constitute a new contract 
between the Government and such person and all 
persons’ deriving title thereafter through him. 


* Issue of converted, 
etc., securities, 


Liability in respect of 
promissory note renew- 
ol, eto, 


(2) No such renewal, conversion, consolidation 
or sub-division shall affect the rights as against 
the Government of any other person to the security 


or securities so renewed, converted, consolidated or “ 


sub-divided. 


Discharge. 


17. On payment by or on behalf of the 
Government to the holder 
of a bearer bond or other 
Government security pay- 
able to bearer of the amount expressed therein on 
or after the date when it becomes due, or on 
renewal of a bearer bond or other security payable 
to bearer under section 1], or on renewal of a 
Government promissory note under section 13, 
or on conversion, consolidation or sub-division of 
a bearer bond or other security payable to bearer 
under section 15, the Government shall be dis- 
charged in the same way and to the Bame extent 
as if such bearer bond, promissory note or other 
security were a promissory note payable to bearer : 


Provided that, in the cause of a Government 
promissory note renewed under secti n 18, nothing 
in this section~ shall be deeme!{o bara claim 
against the Government in respect of such"note 


Immediate discharge 
in certain cases. 


. by any person who had no notice of the proceed- 


ings under that section, or who derives title 
through any such person: 


18. Save as otherwise provided in this Act ~ 


Discharge in other cases. 


(i) on payment of the amount due ona Gov- 
ernment security on or after the date 
on which payment becomes due, or 

(t¢) when a duplicate security has been 
issued under section 10, or 

(iit) when a renewed security has been issued 
under section 12 or section 18, or @ 
new security or securities has or have 
been issued upon conversion, consolida- 
tion or sub-division under section 15, 


. 


$e 
¥ , 


TT 
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_ the Government shall be discharged from all 
y liability in respect of the security or securities so 
paid or in place of which a duplicate, renewed, 
or new security or securities has or have been 
. issued— 


(a) in the case of payment—after the lapse of 


- six years from the date on which pay- 
ment was due ; - 


(4) in the case of a duplicate security—after 
the lapse of six years from the date of 
the publication under sub-section (4) of 
section 10 of the list in which the 
security is first mentioned, or from the 
date of the last payment of interest on 
the original security, whichever date 
is later ; ‘ 

(c) in the case of a renewed security or of a 
new security issued upon conversion, 

* 
lapse of six "fa from the date of the 
issue thereof, 


Summary procedure in certain cases. 


19, (2) If within six months of the death of 
a person who was entitled to 
Procedure on death Government security or 
securities (other than a 
security payable to bearer) 
the nominal or face value of 
which does not in the aggre- 
-gate exceed five thousand rupees, probate of 
the will or letters of administration of the estate 
of such person-or a certificate granted under the 
VII of 1889. Succession UVertificate Act, 1889, is not produced 
‘ to the preseribed officer, such officer may, after 
inquiry in the manner provided in sub-sections (2) 
and (3) of section 18, determine who is the person 
entitled to the seourity or securities or to adminis- 

ter the estate of the deceased, and may— 


(a) in the case of any such security relating 
to a loan due for repayment, authorise 
~ payment of the amount due thereon to 
such person ; and 
(4) in the case of any such security relating 
to a loan not due for repayment, author- 
ise, in the case of a promissory note, 
the renewal of such promissory note in 
favour of such person, or, in the case of 
. stock, the registration of the name 
of such person in substitution for the 
name of the deceased, 


(2) Upon the payment or renewal of any. pro- 
missory note in accordance with sub-section (1), the 
‘Government shall be discharged from all liability 
in respect of the note so paid or renewed; and 
any substitution of names made in accordance 
with clause (b) of sub-section (1) shall, for the 
of any claim against the Government, be 
leemed to have effected a valid transfer of the stock 
in respect of which it was made, 
(8) ‘Any creditor or claimant inst the 
estate of the deceased may recover his debt or 
{ claim out of money paid to any person under sub- 
: section (0 and remaining fm his hands unad- 
: i in the same manner and to the same 
‘extent as if the said person had obtained letters 
of admi ion of the estate of the deceased, 
and nothing in this section shall affect any claim 


consolidation or sub-division—after the. 


=> 





sentative of the deceased against 

other than a claim to recover amounts lawfu 
paid by: him in due course of administration of 
estate of the deceased, _ L° ie 


= 


_ Seourtties held by minors and lunatics, 


* OO: Wises... Covenaphdal Sooustehcolmmiaiae:: 3 
aii Oy bass tae is held by a 
minor or a person who. is . 


insane and. nena of 
managing his affairs, the 
interest accruing thereon, or the capital eum - 
payable in renpect thereof on the maturity or dis- 
charge of the loan, shall, where, in the case of in- 
terest payable, the nominal value of the security, or 
in other cases the sum payable, does not exceed 
five thousand rupees, be paid in such manner as 
may be prescribed, and on any payment being so 
made, the Government shall, notwithstanding 
any provision of any enactment t9 the er 
be discharged from all liability in respect thereof, 
Indemnity. \ 

21. Notwithstanding anything in section 10, 
12, 15 or 15, the prescribed 
officer may in any case 
arising under any of those sections— 

(t) issue a duplicate or renewed security or 
convert, consolidate or sub-divide a 
security or securities upon the appli- 
cant giving the prescribed indemnity 
against the claims of all persons 
claiming under the original security 
or under the security or securities so 
renewed, converted, consolidated or 
sub-divided, as the case may be, or 

(ti) refuse to issue a duplicate or renewed 
security or to convert, consolidate or 
sub-divide a security or securities unless 
such indemnity is given. 

Inspection of registers, books and documents. 

22. No person shall be entitled to inspect, or 

to receive information de- 
1: mrdnmmcoetien from, any Government 
security in the possession of 
the Government or from any beok, register or other 
document kept or maintained by or on behalf of 
Government in relation to. Government. securities 
or any Government security, save in such cirenm- 
stances and manner and subject to such vondi- 
tions as may be prescribed. 


Penalty. : 


28 (1) If any person, for the purpose of ob- 
Pena'ty pois for himself or for 

, seit any other person payment of 

interest or of the capital sum due in respect of any 

Government security, or the issue of a duplicate 

security, or the renewal, conyersion, consolidation 

or sub-division of a Government security or 

securities, makes to any. authority under this Act 

a statement which is false and which he either 

knows to be false or does not believe to be true, 

he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 

term which may extend to six months, or with 

fine, or with both, ie Ran 

~ (2) No Court shall take cognizarive of any 

offence under sub-section (2) save on the com- 

plaint o&the authority to whom the false state. 


~ Payment in case of 
\ securities held 
minors and lunatics, 


Indemnity. 


ofan executor or administrator or other repre- | ment was made, 








Pigs 3 Securities must be renewed before fur- - 





“Sst Rules. ar x 
2 shoe General in oe may 
‘Power to make rules, ‘ter previous publication 
Rewes te make Talos -m acts iaey out the 
purposes of this Ac 
(2) In particular und without prejudice to the 
gery ofthe foregoing omer, ech rules may 
provide for all or any of following matters 
_ (a) the manner in which payment of interest 
din respect of Government securities is 
_ to be made and acknowledged ; 
(4) the cirenmstances in which Government 





ther payment of interest thereon can be 
Sotateaed': 


(ce) the form in which and the conditions 

~~ subject to whith Government securities 
may be issued to the rulers of States 
-in India; 3 

(@} the fees to be paid in respect of the 
issue of duplicate securities and of 
the renewal, conversion, consolidation 
and sub-division of Government securi- 
ties 5 . 

{e) the proof which is to be produced b 


persons applying for duplicate securi- 
a : 


(f) the form and-manner of publication of the 
~ notification mentioned in sub-section 
(2) of section 10 and the manner of 
publication of the list mentioned in 
sub-section (3) of that section ; , 
(g) the officer who is to exercise all or any of 
the powers and to perform all or any 
of the duties referred to in sections 10, 
11, 12, 13, 15, 19 and 21; 
(4) the manner of making the inquiry mention- 
ed in the proviso to section 12 ;_ 
() the circumstances and the manner in 
which sevurities other than securities 


” payable to bearer or promissory nutes 
are to be renewed ; 
(A the form in which securities delivered for 


discharge, renewal, conversion, consoli- 
dation or sub-division are to be receipt- 
ed ; 

(&) the conditions subject to yhich securities 

Ned * may be converted, Traacbidaesd or 

_ sub-divided ; : 

(2) the person to whom and the manner in 
whieh payments are to be made in 
respect of Government securities stand- 
ing in the name of, or held by, minors 

or persons who are insane and incapable 

' of managing their affairs ; 
x the taking of indemnities against adverse 
. = aiede ct" ehciel yertiew even persons 
who receive payment of interest or of 
the capital sum due in respect of 


hs ~ 








‘ 


duplicate, renewed, converted, congoli- 

dated or sub-divided securities ; 

(») the manner in which any document re- 
lating to Government securities or any 
indorsement on a Government promis- 
sory note may, ov the demand of an 
person who from any cause is unable 
to write, be executed on his behulf ; 

{o) enabling holders. of Government stock 
to be described in the registers of such 
stock as trustees, and either as trustees 
of any particular trust or as trustees 
without qualification, and for the re- 
cognition of powers of attorney grafted 
by holders of stock so described ; 

(p) the holding of Government stock by the 

holders of offices other than public 

offices, and the manner in which and 
the conditions subject to which stock 
sv held may be transferred ; 


~ (gq) the mode of attestation of documents 
relating to Government stock ; 


(r) generally, all matters connected with the 
grant of duplicate, renewed, convert~ 
ed, consolidated and sub-divided securi- 
ties ; and 

(8) the circumstances and the manner in 
which, and the conditions subject to 
which, inspection of securities, books, 
registers and other documents may be 


allowed or information therefrom may — 


be given under section 22. 


(8) Nothing in any rules made under clauses 
(e) and (py) shall, as between any trustees orag 
between any trustees and the beneliciaries under a 
trust, be deemed to authorise the trustees.to act 
otherwise than in accordance with the rules of law 
applying to the trust and the terms of the instru- 
ment constituting the trust; and neither the Gov- 
ernment nor any person holding or acquiring any 
interest in any Government stock shall, by reason 
only of any entry in any register maintained by or 
on behalf of the Government in relation to any 
Government stock or any stockholder, or of any- 
thing in any document relating to Government 
stock, be affected with notice of any trust or of 
the fiduciary character of any stockholder or of any 

fiduciary obligation attaching to the holding of 
any Government stock. 

(4) Rules made under this section shall be pub- 
lished in the Gazette of India, and shall there- 
upon have effect as if enacted in this Act. 


Repeals. a 
25. On and from the date on which this Act 
Repeal, 
Repealin; 


to the 
repealed. 


-__ 


A, P. MUDDIMAN, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 


Government ‘securities, or who obtain» 


comes into force, the Indian - 
Securities Act, 1886, and so II of 
much of the First and Second Schedules of the 189g, 
and Amending Act, 1914, as relates X of 1914, 
ndian Securities Act, 1886, shall be of 


TAG 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. : ‘ 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. ares ee 
The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent ofthe Governor General - 
) on the 11th March, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


_. Aor No. XI or 1920. Pi ee 


An Act further to amend the Presidency-towns 
Lnsolveney, Act, 1909. 


IIT of 1909. Wurnevas itis expedient further to amend the 
Presidency-towns Insolvency Act, 1909; It is 
_ hereby enacted as follows :— 


1. This Act may esi the Presidency-towns 
nsolvency § (Amendment) 
sensing Shey ST Rtn 

2. After section 103 of the Presidency-towns 
Insolvency Act, 1909, the 
an ‘ ae following section shall be 

ILL of 1909, * inserted, namely :— 
108 A (1) Where a debtor is adjudged or 
re-aljudged insolvent under 
Disqualification of this Act, he shall, subject 
insolvent. v's : 
5? to the provisions of this 

Mg section, be disqualified from— 
(a) being appointed or acting as a Magistrate ; 


TIT of 1909. 





(2) being elected 4o any office of any local 
authority where the appointment to such 
office is by election, or holding or exer- 
cising any such office to which no salary 

) is attached ; and 
(c) beirig elected or sitting or voting as a 
member of any ldtal authority, 

(2) The disqualifications which an insolvent is 
subject to under-this section shall be removed, and 
shall cease if— - 

(a) the order of adjudication is annulled under 

~ sub-section (Z) of section 21, or 

(4) he obtains from the Court an order of dis- ® 
chargé, whether absolufe or conditional, 
with a certificate that his insolvency 
was caused by misfortune without any 
misconduct on his part. 

(3) The Court may grant or refuse such certifi-- 
cate as it thinks fit.” ; - 


te 


A. P. MUDDIMAN, 
Secretary to the Government of India, * 


. : , . . \ 





is ) As t~0 
ie pe 
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The pats S Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor General 


on the 12th March 


. . ; o 


20, and is hereby promulgated for general information :—, 


Aor No. XII or 1920. 


a An Act Surther to amend the Workman’s Breash 
wee, of Contract Act, 1859. 


- Waenreas it is expedient further to amend the 
Workman’s Breach of Contract Act, 1859.; It is 
hereby enacted as follows :— ‘ 

1. This Act may A op the Workman’s 
reach of Cortract (Amend- 

on amy ment) Act, 1920. 

2. (1) Section 1 of a Workman’s Breach of 
mtract Act, 1859 (here- 

" an eS inafter referred to as the 
1859, paid Act) shall be re- 
numbered sub-section (/) of 


I of 


If of 


section 1. 

(2) In the said sub-section— 

(a) after the words “an advance of money ” 

« the words “ not exceeding three hun- 
dred rupees ” shall be inserted ; and 

(6) the words ‘‘and the Magistrate shall 
thereupon issue’? to the end of the 
section shall be ounitted. 

- (8) To the said section the folléwing sub-sec- 
tions shall be added, namely :— 

“ (2) The Magistrate shall at once examine 
the complainant on oath and may 
thereupon dismiss the complaint if in 
his opinion there is no sufficient ground 
for proceeding. 

(8) If in the “pion of the Magistrate 
there is/ sufficient ground for -proceed- 
dng, he shall issue a summons or 

. : warrant, as be may think proper, for 
; bringing before him such  artificer, 
Maan - workman or labourer, and shall hear 
“) =~ and determine the case.” 
Bi (2) For section 2 of the said Act the follow- 
Soe. actnuibatinn co naw ing sections shall be substi- 
sections for section 2, 


tuted, namely :— 
2. (1) Pf it shall be proved to the satisfaction 
«of the Magistrate that such 
-artificer, workman or labour- 
er has received money 11 
~ advance, not exceeding three 
bundred rupees, from the 








complainant on account of any such work, and has 
wilfully and without lawful or reasonable exeuse 
neglected or refused to perform or get performed 
the same according to the terms of his contract, 
the Magistrate may in his discretion either order 
such artificer, workman or labourer to repay the 
money advanced, or such part thereof as may be 
just and proper, within such period and in such 
instalments, if any, as the Magistrate thinks fit, 
or order him to perform or get performed such 
work within such period not. exceeding one ‘year ” 
as the Magistrate may determine and otherwise 
according to the terms of the contract : . 


Provided that no such order shall be made— 


(a) unless the complaint was brought within 
~ three months of the neglect or refusal or 
(6 if it is proved that the complainant has on 
any previous .cccasion obtained an-order 
under this sub-section against «such arti- 
ficer, workman or labourer. 9 


Explanation :—Where no time has been fixed 
tor the performance of a contract, neglect may be 
presumed to have occurred on the expiry of such 
period as the Magistrate deems to be a reasonable 
time for the performance thereof. 

(2) 1 such artificer, workman or labourer shall 
fail to comply with an order made under sub- 
section (1), the Magistrate may sentence him 
to imprisonment for a period not exceeding three 
months, or, if the order be for the repayment of 
a sum of money, fora period which may extend 
to'three months or until repayment is made, which- 
ever period is shorter t 


Provided that, where any instalment has been 
ordered, no sentence of imprisonment exceeding 
one mouth shall be passed for default in payment 

of any one instalment, and the aggregate of such 
_eentences shall not exceed three months. 

(8) The Magistrate may, from time to time, 
extend *the period for repayment of money 
advanced or for the performance of work, as the 
case may be; and may vary the instalments: 

Provided that no order shall be made under 

- this sub-section extending beyond one year from 
the date of the order under sub-section (1) the 
period within which the work is to be performed, 


‘ 
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6 Pes Yaren: GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


Es ag " LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


‘The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor General 
» on the 20th March, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


Acr No. XIV or 1920. 


» An Act to provide more effectual control over the (2) The petition shajt'be in writing and shall 
| administration of Charitable and Religious | be signed and verified ‘in the manner prescribed 
Trusts. ’ , ae by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for signing V of 1908, — 
Wunnras it is expedient to provide facilities | #4 verifying plaints. 
for the obtaining of information regarding trusts 5. (1) If the Court on receipt of a petition 
created for -public purposes of a charitable or under section 3, after taking 
ee ie peal cagray and to enable the trustecs of eae _. Such evidence and making 
uch trusts to obtain the directions of a Court | such inquiry, if any, as it may consider 
on certain matters, and “to make special provision | necessary, is of opinion that the trast to which 
for the payment of the expenditure incurred in | the petition relates is a trast to which this Act eae 
certain suits against the trustees of such trusts; { applies, and that the petitioner has an interest - 
It is enacted as follows :— : “therein, it shull fix adate for the hearing of the / 
1, (1) This Act may be called the Charitable | petition, and shall cause a copy thereof, together 
and Religious Trusts Act, | with notice of the date so fixed, to be served on 
Short title and extent. 199 : the trustee and upon any other person to whom | 
2 It extends to the whole of British India: | in its opinion notice of the petition should be , 
rovided that the Governor General in Council | given. ‘ 
may, by ‘notification in the Gazette of “India, (2) Qp the date fixed for the hearing of the 
direct that this Act, or any specified part thereof, ’ pedast or on any subsequent date to which the 
shall not extend to any specified Province or area, | hearing may be adWoersie the Court shall pro- 
or to any specified trust or dlass of trusts, - Phe 
2. In this Act, unless there , - a 
repugnant in the subject or 
 y Anterpedtation, context, “ the Court pe 
the Court of the District J udge, and includes the 
High Court in the exescise of its ordinary original 
- civil jurisdiction. 
8. Save as hereinafter provided this Act, 
Pic : ly person ving an 
SO col A ules ities in any pees or 
of tracts ofa chatpable pamceeet ow Sea 
‘voligious nature, ex ra ablie 
batted is of chaste or eligion 
mature may a) ition to ourt 
within the local limits of whose jurisdiction 
aly substantial part of the subject-matter of the 
ms Spade Nets obtain Pel order rae i 
_ ah or-any wing directions, namely :— _ 
: (1) Rictling to i 


Procedure on petition, 


ceed to hear the rag: ue and the trustee, i 
appears, and any other person who has appeared in 
consequence of the notice, or who it considers ought 
to be heard, and shall make such further inquiries, 
if any, as it thinks fit. The trustee may and, if so 
required by the Court, shall at the time of the 
first hearing or within such time as the Court 
may permit present a written statement of his 
case, If he does present a written -statement, 
vhe :tatement-shall be gigned and verified in the ; 
‘manner prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedure, y ot i908, 
1008.der signing and verifying pleallings, : ; 
(3) If any pereon appears at the hearing of 
the petition und either denies the existence of the 
‘trast or denies that it is a trust to which this Act 
applies, and undertakes to institute within three 
months a suit for a declaration to that effect and 
for any other appropriate — relief, the Court 
shall order a stay of the proceedings and, if. such 
suit is 80 instituted, shall continue the stay until 
the eit is finally decided. 
(4) If no such undertaking is given, or if after 
the expiry of the three hs no such suit has 
| | been instituted, the Cuart .shall itself decide the 
att) On ebaipldlida ot Matas cSriaed 3 
( in completion @ inquiry provi ‘or 
_| in sub-section (2), the Court shall either dismiss the 
; bert - pass thereon such other order as it 


: 

Provided that, where a suit has been instituted 
in accordance with the provisions of sub-section — 
| (8), no order shnll bé passed by the Court which 

; ap etges- oo hype therein, ee 
- | ~ (6) Save as provided in this section rt 
‘shall not try or determine any question of title 


nd | between the and any person claiming 
rh Lue edverncy tothe eos. . 4 
ake at. k 


‘ 
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git Gea received the assent of the Governor General 
mmullgated for general tufdrmation — 


“hor No. XV oF 1920, 


foetal an Indian Red Cross Society. 4, The first. members the Society and a 
; is expedient to ide for the Incorporation, marion hg A eet oa! 
minis n of the Fat monies and we 
i sihenles f blic for the | se of | 
other to the sick and wounded, 

a like nature during the late 


80 long as they continue so tobe, are hereby 
constituted a body corporate under the name of 
the Indian Red Drees Society, and ‘the said Body 
shall have perpetual succession and a common 
| seal with power to hold and ge ee prope 

| moveable and immoveable, and shall sue and 
sued by the said name, 


. 5. The Managing ree sll withio six 
mouths from the ecom- 
Cross Society with a view to the-von- Power to make rales, mencement of this Act 
time, on a wider agar “and gnbject to the condition of previous publi- 
, of the work carried on the | cation, make rules for the management, control — 

ters Pigeon for Se yeaa of the Society. - The rules may. 

i ‘ ‘and |°P among others re for the following, 
namely :—_ ; 

; (a) the conditions * e membership of the 




















: CAND WHEREAS ei is expedient constitute an 
Indian Red i 
















iy ho walla aa Tadian Red 
* Oroes Society Act, 1920, 






iety 5 
) the a og and term of office of 
memh 


¥ of the Managing Body ; 
2) Santas the ‘whole of: British India, ~ (e) the choice of representatives on Inter- 
British Spryasiy the Sentha! Parga: national aud other Conmittees ; 


“nas and the cena (a) yy er notation on the Managing Body of © 


vincial and State Branch Com- 

mittees and affiliated societies and bodies ; 

 (e) the constitution of Finanee, Medical and 

~ @ other Committees and the delegation of 
y --* “powers‘to them; and, 

et « n the By ae of the procedure lesiabaity 

doit _ of the Society and Managing Body. 
6. Upon the nomination of the first “members 
"Bissslation.° \end . the hg hg the 


- || tronsfor of property of reas pal Biome 
‘eke ; ing Body— 


bel (a) the Committee shall be dissolved}, 


t ; moveable or immoveable, of 
3 _ pi ing to the Committee shall 
i taal in the and shall be applied 


by the M Body to the objects. 
sedpawon ectietea vaio sf 
debts ‘snd: liabilities ‘of che Com: 
a he transferred to the So- 
“ciety, ‘and shall thereafter. be dis- 
“charged and satisfied by it out of the . 
° gfoi each and every 
member of the Committee ‘shall be 
--wholly discharged gap srt 


we 
a 


@ amembers. thereof . 


: . 4g eae ; 


5-2 Nh et age 
iO cir 


agp ye 


A : . 
PP RAI Bee 


Spee RT ei 4? 
we we 
ip UPr ets aABic Ff 
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Pie eh : 
~The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received thé assent of the Governor General : 
= on the ems, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— : ; 
fe Ea a 8 eins 3's OR NO. IVE ov 1090: 


Wh iat mal tiete *s - " ( 
oe a Act to transfer the Jagannath College at (2) It shall come into force on such date as the 
 Dacea from Trustees to the Governor of | cee name ne nl ome ht (ve 

Rear ati eek Sig! 1 etite of India, f 

edna oe en oe | 2. (2D) From. the commencement of this Act, 
-Wuwnnas by a deed of trust dated the first day , ‘Transfer of Jagan- the institution heretofore 
of Match, 1907 (hereinafter referred to as the | tath Colle with cer Known as the Jagannath 
ors ee , sey i Lal Ra. Chaudhuri tain to the College at Dacea,. together 
ee a Bey Chas dbot, 6 j.deeal Government. ~-veith toe leasthold. and other 
oe eae nite Semseerrel “S ollege, together | 28nd described in Parts I and I of the Schedule ” 
“e; cis 98 the grr oo : moveable | #24 all buildings and other erections standing. or 
with certain leasebold Lares ildings to and des- | being thereon, and all moveable properties, funds, 
zo See eee * ab i 5° arog , obvi Bahadur, | nies, rights and powers which, inimediately 
Hs cribed Chandra Ray and himeelf, and appointed | before the commencement of this Act, were vested 
Seer rtingat re tectteee Fie tae eran | it, OF held by the trustope-asbuch for ths  parposys 
a “ss pincer ie and managi ae os @ | of the principal. deed, shall be transf to, and 
sans SNPS Are in the sat ba ‘righ set | Shall be vested in and held by, the Governor 
se athe peak atesd ia of Bengal in Council (hereinafter referred tg as 


kee Sakshint ihe’ oaA Kicked ‘hal Re | the Local Government), 


ste * : 2) -All debts and liabilities of the Ja th 
Chaudhori died on the third day of June, 190 College shall, from the commencement of this Act, 


___Axp waernas by a frrther deed of trust, dated | be transferred to the Local Government, which 
“the twritg-tourt® ay of August, 1909, the said shalt thereafter discharge and:satisfy all such debts 
properties 







Kumar Dutt Bahadur and “Ananda | nq liabilities out of the aforesaid” 
, ae*the then “surviving, trustees | “gue Sasto's eer 
cipal deed in pursuance of the 

therein contained, appointed Jasoda Lal 
udburi, Kumar Narayan 
and DineshChandra Ray Chaudhuri to 
Ce ointly with them the said Rai Chan- 
dra Kw Bahadur and Ananda Chandra 
_ Ray (all of which peffons collectively are herein- 





8. (1) No suit shall be instituted against 
“‘Tnie antites. the Local Government or | 

é -. | against any officer of Gov- 
ernment in respect-of anything done or purporting 
to be done under this Act, or in respect of any 
a neglect or omission to Peete ten Bh 
ving upon the Local Government under this 














rp Step iterved: 4o-as trnetees ; Act, or in respect of the exercise of, or failure to 
ees: suid: and ergs he ea), Pay rss Dees any power conferred on it by this Act. 
"tion to the aaid institution and the properties | (2) No suit shall lie against the trustees, or any 
. hereinbefore referred to, certain other land n | of ther, in respect of anything done or porpenting 
pay referred to and described ; . | to be done under this Act or for the pur + 


giving effect to the provisions of this Act. 


- THE SCHEDULE. 


(8ee section 2.) 
Parr ls 
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- GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. . 


he following Act of the Indian Legiclative Council received the assent of the Governor General 


* on the 23rd Ma J 


1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— 


Act No, XVIIT oF 1920. 


P An Act to establish and incorporate a unitary 
- fauching and residential University at Daeca. 

_ Wurreas it is expedient to establish and incor- 

porate a unitary teaching and ‘Yesidential Univer- 

sity at Dacca; [tis hereby enacted as follows :— 


“1. (2). This’ Act may be called the Dacca 

Short title and com- University Act, 1920. 
mencement, = * 

(2) It shall, save as otherwise expressly provid- 
ed herein, come into force on such date as the 
Governor General in Council may, ‘by notification 

- * in the Gazette of India, direct. 


2. In this Act, and in all Statutes made here- 
Definitions, ‘under, unless there is any- 
: thing repugnant in the 
subject or context,— 
(a) “Hall” means a unit of residence for 
students of the University provided 
- or maintained by the University ; 
(6) “ Hostel? means a unit of residence for 
students of the University provided 
otherwise than by ‘the University, 
and not maintained by the University 
but approved and licensed by the Uni- 
versity in accordance with the provisions 
ofthis Act ;. , 
(e) * sonra amie the Goy- 
~ ernor of ul in Council ; 
a) “Provost” means the head of a Hall; 
(e) “registered graduates”? means gradu- 
_ ates registered under the provisions of 


. (Beanies Ordinances” and “ Reg 
Aa i Fou cis 4 ances ” “ us 
lations 


. 
* 


ions” mean, respectively, the Statutes, 


5 Ordinances and Regulations of the Uni- 

sl Ci versity for the time being in force ; 

Gy) “teachers” includes 

cd ag ‘isivenity” 3 the University of 
(hk) “University ’’ means ni 0 

Dacca; and Ki = 

(1) Warden ”’ means the head of a Hostel. 

arate. ge aa 

_ &. (2) The first Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor 


of the University and the 
be ENS first members of the 
thes ive Council and the Academic 
© and all s who may hereafter become such 
- offecrs or members, so | as they: continue 







cops 
ee fe 
pest: 


stituted a body. corporate by the name of the 


7 


essors, Readers 


| whether incidental to the 
40 held such office or membership, are bereby — 


(2) The University shall’ have perpetual 
succession and a Common Seal, and shall sue and 
be sued by the said name. 


4. The University shall have the following 

Powors of the Uni- powers, namely :— 
versity, 

() to provide for instruction in such branches 
of learning as the University may think fit, and to 
make provision for research and for the advance- 
ment and dissemination of knowledge, 

(2) to hold examinations and to. grant and 
confer degrees and other academic distinctions to 
and on persons who— 


(a) shall have pursued a course of study in 
the University, or 
(4) are teachers in educational institutions 
under conditions laid down in the Ordinances and 
Regulations, and shall have passed the examina- 
tions of the University, under like conditions, 

(8) to confer honorary degrees or other distinu- 
tions on approved persons in the manner laid 
down in the Statutes, : 

(4) to grant such “Yiplomas to and to provide 
such lectures and instruction for persons, nof 
being members of the University, as the Univer- 
sity may determine, 

(5) to co-operate with other Universities and 
authorities in such manner and for such purposes 
as the University may determine, - 

(6) to institute Professorships, Readerships, 
Lectureships and any other teaching posts re- 
quired by the University, and to appoint persons 
to such Professorships, Readerships, Lectureships 


and posts, 

(7) to institute and award Fellowships, Scholar- 
ships, Exhibitions and !’rizes in accordance with . 
the Statutes and the Regulations, 

(8) to institute and maintain Halls for the 
residence of students of the University, and to 
approve and license Hostels maintained by other 
persons for the residence of such students, 

_ (9) todemand and receive such fees as mays — 
be prescribed in the Ordinances, 

(io) to supervise and control the residence 
and discipline of students of the University, and. 


to make arrangements for promoting their health, 


and 

(11) to do all such other acts and things, 
aforesaid or not, 
as may be requisite in order ‘to further the objects 
of the University as 9 teaching and examining body 
and to cultivate and ote arts, science and: 
other branches of learning, 


“ 


_ any office therein, or to graduate thereat, 
the 


e- 5. The University shall be apen to Seen 
class, and it | 


race, creed or | 

shall not be lawful for the 
on any person any ¢est. whatsoever of. 

belief or peotaeatia-is order to entitle him to be 
admitted thereto as a teacher or student, of to hola 


lege thereof wbesbe 
i ilege th ee where suc 
tof any patticula Cstoea siepek 
in res any ular 
by the. University where such test. is made a 
condition thereof, by any testamentary ox other. 
instrument creating such benefaction ; wh. 
Provided that nothing in this section shall 
deemed to prevent religions instruction being 
given in the manner prescribed by the Ordinances 
to those not unwilling to receive it by. persons 
(whether teachers of the. University or not) 
approved for. that purpose by .the Executive 
Council, ) ae? ‘ 
~6. (1) All recognised teaching in conuection 
, with the University course: 
Urivenine % "shall be conducted by the 
e: University, and shalt include 
lectiiring, laboratory work and other teaching 
vonductet in the University by the Professors, 
ee ae and parti teachers ‘asa a 
aceordance with any syllabus preseri y the 
Regalations,. qe 
2) The authorities responsible ‘for organising 
such teaching shall be prescribed by the Statutes, 
(3) The courses and curri ‘ala shall be prescrib- 
ed ty the Ordinances and the lations, 
~{4) Recognised teaching shall be supplemented 
by tatorial instroetion given in the University or, 
under os control of the University, in Halls and 
Hoste 


or exercise any Pp 
test is sped 


(6) Lt shall not be lawful for the. University 
to’ conduct courses er maintain classes for the 
purpose of preparing stddents for admission to 
the University. ~ i} 

, The Visitor, — o 
7. (1) The Governor General shall be the 
The Visitor, Visitor of the University, 


(#) The Visitor shall have the right to cause, 


Ons 
as he may direct of the University, it» buildings, , 


an inspection-to be made by such person or 
laboratories, equipment, and of any institutions 
associated with the University, or also of the 
examinations, teaching and other work conducted 
or done by the University, and to cause an ingniry 
to be made in like manner in respect of any 
matter connceted with the University, The 
‘Visitor shall in every case give notice “to the Uni- 


versity of his intention to causé\an inspection or” 


inquiry to be made; and the University shall be 
‘entitled to be rep thereat; pines 


presented thereat, : 
(8) The Visitor may address the Chancellor 


with reference to the results of such 8) or 
inguiry, and the Chancellor ‘shall communicate 
to the Executive Council the views of the 
and eball, after ascertaining, if he so thinks fit, 
the opinion of the Executive Couneil 


advise the University upon the action to be taken 
J thereon. bey ‘ ay? he re eS wot 


(4) ‘The Kxcontive Connell shall report (‘the 


‘communication to the 


* % Pees 
. ‘ gry 


hind 
rn 
. 


¥ 






Uaiveny tao or imp | 





as may be prescribed by the Statutes 


isitor 


issue such directions as he may think 
ative Council shall comply with — 
rh do illaors op dk ibestion eae 
8. Tho following-ehall. be the offers of 
Officers of the Uni- Uni Se nem ae 






rthes, 


“@) The Choncellor, wars Sue 
i he acomerea sy Pane, 

; e DIE iy BO 
(EV) ‘The Provosts, 5 
(V1) The Deans of the Faculties, and 
(VII) Such other officers as may be declared - 

_ by the Statutes to be officers of 

9. (/) ‘The Chanedl lor shall be a ar 

i ° Ml = 
aay parse virtue of his office be 
oe of Jai ce Py so 
art, an when | ide at_meetin 
. ‘hie Court and a ear Convocslisir ot 
niversity. ~ midis 


wae 


e 










(2) The Chancellor shall have such powers ay 


may be couferred on him by this Act or the 
Statates, pee 
(3) Every proposal for the conferment of an 


honorary degree shall.be subject to the confirma- — 
tion of the Chancellor. ; me : . 


(4) Tue Chancolior shall;-where committees of- 


selection for Professorships and Readerships are — 
constituted in — British Tila, 4 
mauner prescribed by the - 
membors of every sacl committe port 
10. (1) The Vice-Chancellor shall -be appointed © 


the Chancellor after con- 
The Vice ha petllie td vation iat the recommend- 
ations of the Council, and shall hold 


(2, Where any temporary vavancy in the office Ma 


ol the Vice-Chancellor occurs 


illness or other cause, the Executive Council shull 


appoint in the 


by reason of leave, — 


~~ 


forthwith report the same to the Chancellor, who 


shall make such 


arrangements for carrying on t 
ollige of the Vice-Chancellor-ag he may think 


fit. - 
“11. (1) The Vice-Chancellor shall be a wholu- 
11, (1) The Vioo-Ct aa ag 





of the Chancellor, meet 
ror pl any Convocation mcg 
8 be an ex-officio an 
the Executive Council and 
































Sg sein oF the’ 
Cad, SSeS and sus ion 0) 
mrsand teachers of the University, and 
3 le shall Le responsible for the 
‘Dv in accordance, with this 
id the rdinances, 
a et per 
! tay de prescribed: by tatutes » 
(2) The Treasurer shall be appointed b: 
_ the Chancellor ~ u; suc 
3 *~ eonditions and for sach 
‘i , and shall receive such remuneration’ (if any) 
, from the funds of the University, as the Chancellor 
(2) Where any temporary vacancy in the office 
ne Gaetan ce of leave, illness 
\ © or other ¢ause, the Executive Council shall forth- 
with ) e@ same to the Chancellor, who 
" shall make such arrangements fur carrying on the 
_» olfice of the Treasurer us he may think fit. 
(3) The Treasurer shall exercise general super- 
vision over the fuiis of the University, and shall 
advise in regard to its fiaandial, policy, ne 
~~ (4) He shall bo an ex-officio momber of the Exe- 
we deem, and shall, subject to. the control of 
~ the Executive Council, manage the propecty and 
investments of the University, He ul be res 
_ pensible for the prosentilion of the annual esti- 
"Mates aud statement of accounts.“ 
(3) Sabject @ the powers of the Kxeculive 
~~ Coaaeil, he shall be responsible for seeing thut all 
_ Ynoniesare expended on the purpose for which 
they are grauted or allotted. ~~ is 
> = (6) All: contracts shall be signed by the 
_ ‘Teasurer on behalf of the University, 
(7) He shail exervise such other powers as may 
oe a geecelba by tho Statutes and the Ordinances. 





















































cas 


Westerns tts 


‘shall |. 
of the | — 






“powers: { ollicers of the University : “Court, convene a special meeting of the Court. 
| 18. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the 


ou nae (a) of _making Statutes, and of amending or 







SIV: Suc Macdldiyael 06 
_ V. Such other anthorities ag iaay be declared 
"by the Statates to be authorities of the 


wi “University: © : ; 
16... (1). The Court shall consist of the following 
ye The Court. _ persons, namely ; 


“Clase I.—Ba-ofloro mombors. * 
(ty ‘The Chancellor, 

(i#) the Vice-Chancellor, 

(i) the Treasarer, 

(tv) the Registrar, 

(v) the Provosts and Wardens, 
(v7), the’ Professors and Readers, and 


{eii) sach other ea-oflcte mombers as may be 
-prescribed by the Statutes. ; 


Class I!.—Other members. 


(vist) Graduates of the University elected. by 
the registered graduates from among 
their own body, bes 

(#2) tive Levturers elected by the teachers of 

, the University, 

(z) persons appointed by the Chancellor, 

(we) persons appuinted by the Chief Com- 
missioner of Assam, whose “number- 
shal! be determined by the Chancellor, 

(wit) Wn persons appointed by associations 
or other bodies approved in this . behalf 
by the Chancellor, ‘and 

(zis) persons’ (if any) appointed by the 
Chancellor to be life-members ra the 
ground that they have rendered great 
services to education or hive made sub- 
stantial donations to the University. 

(2) The number of members to be elected or 
ppreeet under clanses(vsi#) and (¢)and the tenure 
of oflive of members to be elected or appointed 
under clauses (pris), (x), (we) and (wii) of sub-sec- 
tion (1) shall be prescribed by the Statutes, and the 


manner of voting for the clection of members to 


be elected under clauses (vt) -and (tz) of sab- 
section (1) shall bo prescribed by the Ordinances . 
17. (1) The Court shail, on a date to be tixed 


pa, » by the--Vice-Chancellor, 
Meslings of the Coats, meet once a year at a 


‘meeting to be called the annual meeting of the 


(2) Tho Vieo-Chancellor may; whenever’ he 
thinks fit, «nd shall, upon a requisition in writing 
signed by not less than thirty members of the 


aan shall exercise the 
‘ollowi ers and per- 
form pie a 


~ Powers and 


; duties of 
the Court, Cry 


_-- duties, namely :— 


es ee of considering and cancelling Ordinances 
f : an m i 






aoe z (e) of considert ng and passing resolutions of 


the annual report, the annual accounts 
and the financial estimates, 











HE Bare dep. 


and 


‘and. shall exercise euch other powers and per! 
euch other duties as may be conferred 
upon it by this Actor tie 
1 ‘The Executive ce wpe 
a wie 
5 The Executive Council, sity, sok its 
and the terms of office of its, members, 
er-oficio members, 8 be. i 
Statutes. x . 
20. The Executive Council— 


Powers and dutios of 
the Executive Council. 


(a) shall hold, control and administer the 
property and funds of the University, 
and for these purposes shall appoint 
from among its*own members a Finance 
Committee to advise it on matters of 
finance. The Treasurer shall be Chair- 
man of the Finance Committee, and at 
least one member of. the Committee 

~ shall be a member elected to the 
Executive Council by the Court ; 

(4) shall divect the form, custody and use of 

the Common Seal of the University ; 

(e) shall, subject to the Foe A conferred by 

* this Act on “the Vice-Chancellor, 
regulate and, determine all matters 
concerning the University in accord~ 
ance with this Act, the Statutes and 

_. the Ordinances: | 

Provided that no action shall be teken by 
the Exeoutive Council in respect of the 
feos paid to examiners and the emolu- 
ments of teachers otherwise than on the, 
recommendation of the Academic 
Council ; 

(d) shall lay before the Local Government 
annually a full statement of all the 
vequests received by it for financial 
ussistance from any institution associat- 
ed.with the University, together with 
its views thereon ; : 

(e) shall administer any funds placed at the 
disposal of the University for specific 

* purposes ; 
(f) save as otherwise provided by this Act or 
the Statutes, shall appoint the officers 
_ (other than the Chancellor, the Vice- 

4 Chancellor and the Treasurer), teachers, 

pat clerical staff and servants of the Uni- 
versity, and shall define their duties and 

__ the conditions of their service, and shall 
provide for the filling of temporary 
vacancies in their posts ; 

shall have power to accept transfers of 

_ any moveable or immoyeable property | 
on behalf of the University ; 

_ (#) shall publish the results of the University 
examinations ; as 

“shall exercise such other powers and | 

perform such other duties as may be 
_ conferred or imposed on it. by this Act 

» or the Statutes ; and : 

<p), shall exerci all thor powers of tho 

_ by thie ACt or the Statute 


‘ 


the Univer- 
constitution 
other than 


by the 


‘ 


(9) 


: (#) 


? * , +. 


sah pi 


Council ‘shall be the-exeou- | 
















‘as may. be assigned to such 


cexercine all other powers of tho | 


we 


standards of 
within the University, 


all exercise uch 
other powers : such other duties asmay — 
be conferred or imposed upon it by the Statutes eeu 


It shall have the right to advise the Executive — 
Council on all academic matters. The constitution 
oie eatot, see Ean sepaie fete, 
its> members, if ex-officio Ne 
shall be prescribed by the Statutes, == ie 
22, (1) The University shall include the Facul- 
The Faculties, ah Pay ne das 
y and si 8 
(whether foxmed by the sith-division or com- 
bivation of an existing Faculty or Faculties, or by, 
the creation of anew Faculty or otherwise) 4s m 
be prescribed by the Statutes. Each Faculty shal 
subject to thé control of the Adademic cil, 
have charge of the teaching and thie courses of 
study and the research work in such subjects: 
Faculty by the - 
Ordinances, stele " 

(2) The constitution and powers of the Facul- 
ties shall be prescribed by the Statutes. geet oh 

3) There shall be a Dean of each Faculty, who 
shall be elected in the manner laill down in sub- 
section (6), and shall be responsible for the due 
observ: nce of the Statutes, Ordinances and Regu- 
lations relating to the Faculty, 

(4) Each Faculty shall comprise such Depart- 
ments of teaching us may be prescribed by the 
Ordinances, The head of every such t 
shail be the Professor of the Department or, if 
there is no yes sor, the Reader. If there is more 
than one Professor or more than one Reader 
ofa Department, as the case may be, the Vice- 

Chancellor shall'appoiat such Professor or Reader - 
to be head of the Department as he thinks fit’ 
The head of the-Department shall be responsible 
to the Dean for the organisation of the teaching — 
in that Department. pst : 
(6) The Ordinancés shall provide for Depart- 
ments of Oriental Studies (including Departments 
of Islamic and Senskritic Studies) in the Faculty — 
of Afts, in which the same degrees shall be con- 
ferred asin the pera aba of that Faculty. 
(6) The Dean of a Faculty shall b6° elected by. 
the Faculty from among the heads of Departments 
of tho-faculty, ‘The Dean shall receive in respect ~ 
of his duties as Dean such additional remunera- 
tion (if any) as shall be fixed by the Executive 
Couneil, and shall hold office as Dean forsuch 
term-as may be prescribed by the Statutes, = 


the Univer Piss 
es of the Unie 


be a 






“ manner. 
University Boards, 
24, The University’ shall inchide a Residence, — 





= + ia 











= a oes kway of the 
Residence, Health and Dis- 





ae 80 ex shat bein bi and shall 
r ; be consid by the Court, and’ shall be sub- 
seri ~ cipline Board and of all other mitted to the Chancellor. 

eed % rd a feo Notnitbatanding adipthing iacadbiiad +1 
al be pmo te this section, no Statute shall ate siideting te 

en proportion or method of Muhammadan re 

© ; sentation on the Court, the Executive Council 

* statute, 0 Ordinances ink Repsol, the Academic Council, save with the previous 
sanction of the Governor General in Council, 


Rac to er pene a “eo 28, Subject to the provisions of this Act and 








aa yh se “or any of ae following Ordi the Statutes, the Ordinances 
’ — may provide for alb or any 
chee madly. — of the following matters, namely : — 
- (a) the conferment.of honorary degrees ; (a) the courses of study to be laid down for 
(6) the institution of Fellowships, Scholar- all degrees and diplomas of — the 
5 ships, Exhibitions and Prizes ; ve University ; 
“© the term of office and conditions of service (4) the conditions under which students shall 
of the Vice-Chancellor ; be asian to ~ degree or diploma 
f the off courses and to the examinations of tle 
ov eee cor oa | pnemreckt — shall be eligible for 
(¢) the constitution, powers and duties of the eerety Aad Aiplotaap 3 7 
Conrt, the Fxeoutive Council, the Aca (c) the admission of students to the Uni- 
demic Council and the Faculties ; ; ca he ote see Sd 
conditions of residence of the students 
(7) the no ano soe bee: prt als of the University, the levying of fees 
an age’ z for residence in Halls, and the licensing 
(g) the mode of appointment of the Professors ° of Hostels ; 


_. tind Beaders of the University ; (e) the fees to be charged for cousses of study 
(4) the constitution of a pension or provident in the University aud for admission to 
fund for the benefit of the officers, ~ the examinations, degrees and diplomas ~ 


: soches, ae staff and servants of of the University ; 
H 4 (f) the giving of religious instruction ; 
4 \) the aereaiay and a register of registered (g) the formation of Departments of teaching 


in the Faculties ; 


(4). the constitution, powers and duties of the 
Boards of the University ; 


* (1) The frst Statutes shail be tlises set out! (¢) the conduct of examinations; and 


(jy all matters which by this Act are to be 
or may be prescribed by the Statutes. 


the Schedule. ? all matters which by this Act or the 
Statutes how made, - i aM Statutes are to be of may be provided_ 
; = 1), Statutes ae be amended, repealed ~ for by the Ordinances, 
ed to by Statutes made by the Court ‘in | 99, (7) Save as otherwise provided in this sec- 
the manner horeinafter appearing. nie pein om Ordinances shall be 
~ (8) _ cotete Council may propose to the Se at the Exeentive 
Court the ag ack drat aba be to~ be passed by ei Me 
the Supee ig draft ‘shall be considered by the Provided that no Ordinance shall be made— 
Court ‘2! meetin: C} uy) : 


(a) affecting the admission of students, or 
prescribing examinations to be recog. 
nised as equivalent to the University ex- 
aminations or the further li fications 
mentidned in sub-section (2) of section 
34 for admission to the degree courses 
of Pgh idbaags unless gop of. the 
same been posed the Aci- 
demic Council, a 
_(6) affecting the conduct or standard of ex- 
Pere ee oe any ae of ree 
except in accordance with a 0 
the acu or Faculties Micceecatyiaet 
unless a draft of such Ordinance has 
been proposed’ by the Academic 
Coupeil, or 
(c) affecting the conditions of rusidence of 
its, except after consultation with 
the aes Health and retin 







*n h draft and 8 the Statute, or ma. 
aes return it to the Executive Council 
re-consideration, either in whole or in part, to- | . 
bier y her with any amendments which the pei may. 
suggest. ~ 


\ 


Where a Situs hasten wed oro dat 
ee bpechebe: rejected by the Court, 
~ ghall be submitted to the Chancellor, who ma: yb 
" Siete on Saft sk to the Court for urther 
Pa or, inthe case of a Statute by 
Soce genp eben his assent, — 
by the Court shall have md 
“it has been meted to by the 


















@ The Executive Con 
to amend any d 
Council under fae 2 
return it to the A 
_ sideration, either in om ay in ‘wre 
any amendments which the Exeeutive C 
Piao at 
(3) AH Ordinances made by “the: Shes 
Conneil shall be submitted, as soon ag may be, to 
the Chibialeaed the Court, and shall be consi- 
“Dered the Court at its next meeting. “The | 
Cand have power, by a resolution passed - 
by a majority of not loss than two-thirds of the 
members yoting, to cancel any Ordinance made 
by the E ve Council, and such Ordinance 
shall; from the date of such resolation, be void. 






















| (Q) the Jagannath Hall; and: cy 
mat such rhage or Halls as may be rom o) 


a, hic thoat shall be such as 
es shter ar may hare 


(4). The Chancellor may, at any time after any Hostels, — on nay 
one has been considered by the Court, ‘A the Bxsoative 
_signify to the Executive Council his disallowance Connel aii mah eno oe spe condition as. 

Pad. Ordinance, and, from the date of receipt by. my % "the Wa Ward ry the ; Ordinances, - 
the Executive Council of intimation of such dis- hall’ be ens an superintend ing ‘stafl of 
allowance, such Ordinance shall become void, Hdetl 4 appointed in the manner prescrib- 


ed by the Statutes. a 
es The conditions of residence in. iiostels ehall 
ribed by the Ordinances, and. every. Hostel | 
shalt be sithject to inspaction by “s , 
of. se beidtans Health. Big a 
authorised in this behalf by and b 
officer of the University phase in this oy 
by the Execntive Couneil. 
(4) The Executive Council shall have power fo) 
d or withdraw the license of any “Hostel — 
which j is not conducted in accordance with thecon- _ 
ditions prescribed by the Ordinances. weit diem 


(6) The Chancellor may direct that the opera- 
tion of any Ordinance shall be suspended until he 
has had an opportunit: W of exercising his power of 
~ disallowance. An order of suspension under this 
sub-section shall cease to haye effect on the expira- 
tion of one month from the date-of such order, or 
on the eae of fifteen days from the date of 
consideratign of the Ordinance by the Court, 
whichever period expires later: 

(6) Where'the Executive Council has rejected 
the draft = an Ordinance proposed by the Academic 
Council, the Academic Council may appeal to 
the Chancellor, who may, if he approves. the 
draft, make the Ordinance, An Ordinance made 
‘under this sub-section shall cease to have effect 
on ae of six “months ‘Sem the making 
thereo 


80, (1) The me. Ua and « the Boards of 
niversity -tnay 
rm wares uiinan’ceabeel ath 
this Act, the Sedat the Ordinanees— ~ 


Ss Admission and Banminations, Temet 
34, (1) Admission - ge to aor 
sity s @ made an 

tipo ag A a admission ° * enantgee (ine - 
1 Bites ae ea 

and one rege appoin’ or that b 

the Academic Co “hic . ij 
(2) Students: St not be eligible for admission 

to a course of ey for a Seis Panna unless they have - 











seed the on -of an 
(a) laying down the procedure to be observed Todian University ioe % a ae an rs for the 
at their meetings and the number of | tine being in bgp or an peters fs A 






Saiabars required to form & quoruin ; 





(iy peoetatng te etl’ Balaien iba by. el ican gr Carsten isp a on As 
ing for ch by. this ni hereto, possess 1 i- 
Act, the Statutes or the Ordinances are | came ag may be sueestanl by One 
to be prescribed by Regulations ; and (3) The conditions hah which students =e 
(¢) providing for all other matters solely con- courses of the Univer: 
se reel fry ite | ata 
no ig 
Statutes and the Ord Ordloanées. Py 


2)" “authority of the University shall 
make R ns providing for the of. 
fn ey easing an Dy reed 5 ve he 
aa a eeeaiet eee 
- considered an ee Of | ‘ination 

- a record of the gs of meetin ee Bees 
os Executive Council. may. eae 
in ouch manner as it may specify, 
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! ‘Who is not a member | such officer or authority an opportunity to show 
OF; _ be appointed for each sub- cause why the appeal shoul not er Srdory 
__ ject included ina tien’ megane | and. (2) T Chancellor may reject any such appeal, 
- forming part of the course which is required fora | or may, if he thinks fit, appoint a commission of 
University degree + i | petsons, not being officers of the University 
_ (4) Phe Academic Council shall appoint examin- 9 Members of uy authority thereof, to' inquire 
: , consisting of of its own | into the matter and report to him thereon, Oa‘ 
hody or of other persons or of both, as it thinks | tecei pt of the commission’s report, the Chancellor 
“fit, to she dzaminetion. questions, to prepare shall sead. a copy thereof to the Executive Council. 
== the results of the examinations and to rt The Execative Council eball take such into 
ooh to thé Exeoutive Council ‘for publi. consideration, and shall within three months of 


. r : 


ation, . 
. a Annual Report and Accounts. 
* 36, The anoual report of the University ig] 
—_ it hegltt. _ be pre; under the A 
: .- “tion of the Executive Coun- 
cil, and shall be submitted to the Court on or 
before such date as may be prescribed by the 
Statutes, and shall be considered by the Court 
at its anunal meeting. The Court may pass re- 
solutions and communicate the same to 
the Executive Council which shall take such action 
‘thereon ag it thinks fit. - : 
*37. (2) The Serv pleonite and balance-sheet 
. of the University shall be 
Aiand sarygate prepared under the direction 
of the Executive Gouncil, and shall be submitted 


to the Local Government for the purposes of 
audit. 


(2) The accounts when audited shall be pub- 
1 by the Executive Council in the- Calcutta 
azette, and oopies theffof shall, together with 

of the audit report, if any, be submitted to 
Court, 10val Government aid to the 
‘ nor il, The Executive 
* Council shall also submit to: the Court, on or 
befo: | date as may be prescribed by the 


Statutes, a statement of: the financial estimates | 


for the ensuing year,’ 


(3) The annual accounts and the financial esti- 
nostro be ne yr onges by the Court at its 
annual meeting, and the Court 
tions thereon aud- communicate the dics to the 
Executive Council which shall take such action 
thereon as it thinks fit, ; 


Supplementary Provisions. 
~ 88. The Chancellor shall, with the concur- 


3 : rence of not less than two- 
Pol ry thirds of the members of the 
dl) Executive Council for the 


time being in India, have pow: remove the 
name of any person from the register of registered 
<3, ems 
-39, If an ion arises w! an. ; 
aD aabiaclarieas as gs 1 an CF mig 
i of University SPO! Bo 
authorities and bodies. t be, a mem an 
| “ati _ wathority er other body "of 
_ the University, the matter shall be referred to. the 
rf lor, whose decision thereon shall be final. 
40, (1) An appeal ma 
poriars Chane pe Jhancellor against the 
eel, © ® of any officer or authority 
Be - *  - of the Uni a ore’ 
ws: 5 vigeah pula yaya University, The 
- ‘tellor shall vend a copy of any such petition to 
the officer or..authority concerned, aud shall give 


a 


~ 





. . i 





or}. 
nted as, or is entitled | 


be made by petition | 





the receipt thereof, a resolution thereon 
| which shall be communicated to the Ohancellor, 
(3) A commission appointed under sub-section 
| (2) may require any officer or authority of. the 
| University to furnish it with any papers or inform- 
ation which are, sin the opinion of the commis- 
| sion, relevant to the matter under inquiry, and 
| such officer or authority shall be bound to comply 
with such requisition, 
41. Where any authority of the University is 
Constitution of com- given power by this Act or 
mittean, the Statutes to appoint com- 
mittees, such committees shall, unless otherwise 
provided, consist of members of the authority oon- 
cerned and of such other persons (if any) as the 
authority in each case may think fit, 

42, All casual vacancies among the members 
Filling of casual (other than ew-eficio mem- 
s casual Var bers) of an authority or 
Bien other body of the University 
shall be filled as soon as conveniently may be by 
the person or body who appointed, elected or co-opt- 
ed the member whose place has become vacant, 
and the person appointed, elected or co-opted 
to a casual vacancy shall be a member of 
such authority or body for the residue of the term , 
for which the person’ whuse place he fills would 

haye been a member. 
. No act or proceeding of any authority ov 
S he other body nf the University 
a shall be ee merely 
versity authorities anc bh) reason of the existence 
spa n> la eae oa vacancy or vacancies 

"© among its members. 

1) Every salaried officer and teacher of 
el spoeis the University shall be ap-' 
» Conditions of ser Hointed on a written con- 
a tract. The contract. shall 





be lodged with the Registrar of the University, 
and a copy thereof shall be furnished to the officer 
or teacher ed... Pay 


(2) Any member of the public services in India 
whom it is p to appoint to a post in the 


University shal, subject to the approval of such: 
in y the .Government, have the 
ion— ; . 
(s) of having his services lent to the Uni- 


versity for « specified period and 
remaining liable to recall to Govern-° 
ment service at the discretion of the 
‘, Government atthe end of that period ; 
or , 
st) of resigning Government service on en- 
A i?) caring. Se sevioe of the University, 
45. Any dispute arising out of a contract 
ween the University and 
ao paleo a4 y oflicer or teacher of the 
University shall, on the 
request of the officer or teacher concerned, be 
o 


one member appointed by the Executive Council, 
officer or 


valereed to » ‘Tribunalof Arbitendton aa) 


one member > sary | by the m. - e 

concerned, and an umpire i i ‘Chan- 
cellor. The decision of ‘the’ Mcivosate all be final, 
and no suit shall lie in any Civil Court ‘in respect 


of the matters decided by the Tribunal  Eyery 
such arbitration shall be subject to the provisions 
tx of 1899, of the Indian Arbitration Act, 1899, 80 fr as’ the 


1X of 1807, in the Provident Funds Act, 1897, by notifica- 
ti 


“5 ereitorial 


same may be applicable thereto, 

46. (1) The ape its Fs 205; for the 

t of its o teachers, 

videot tana,” "clerical staff and servants a 

Pension or provident fund 

in such manner and subject to such conditions as 
may be prescribed by the Statutes. 

(¥) Where such a pension or provident fund 

has been so constituted, the Governor General in 

Council may, notwithstanding anything cuntained 


ion in the Gazette of India, declare that the 
provisions of ‘the said Act shall apply to such 

- fund us if it were a Government Provident, Fund, 
47. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, 
the powers of the University 
conferred by or under this 


exer- 
cise of powers, 

a radius of five miles 
from the Convocation Hall of the University. 
Notwithstanding “anything in any other law for 
the time being in force, no educational institution 
beyond that limit shall be associated with or 
admitted to any privileges of the University, 


So Ns Tn gee ie 
THE CALCUTTA. 


Calvatia Univers higher 


Act shall not extend beyond |. 


and no educational institution within that limit | 


shall be associated in any way with or be admit- 
ted to any privileges of any other University 
incorporated by law in British India, and any 


such privileges granted by any such other Univer- | 


sity to any educational institution within that 
limit. prior to the commencement of this Act shall 
be deemed to be withdrawn on the commencement 
of this Act: 

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply 
to any agricultural or other technical institation 
established or maintained in connection with the 
University ; with the sanction of the Governor 
General in Council ; 


Provided, further, that it hall be lawful for any - 


Faculty, other than the Faculties of Arts and 
Science, to assemble at Calcutta, whenever, in the 
opinion of the Vice-Chancellor, such a course 


is necessary. to the provision of funds by the Local Govern 
: AMA Ks ; ment or otherwise, take such action, consistent so 
‘ Transitory Provisions, far as may be ¥ the provisions of this Act and — 
48. Notwit! : Aart hmge ined in | the prsier can he may think necessary for the 
* is or inances, | pur of bringing the University into being, and_ 
Rye sor pr woo i any student of the Daccu | for That ache) oe exercise si obits which by. 
Colleges. College, the Dacca f.aw | this Act or the Statutes is to be co on any 
College, the Dacca Training | officer-or authority of the University. 
ORME ° e * 
“ ) o 
M ; ; ; > : : 4 ‘ 
J t 


ly prior to the commencem 1 vind 

studying for any examination of the — 
Seat aat eee ae 
xamination e permitted to complete b 
course in preparation therefor, and the Univer- 
sity shall provide for such students instruction 

inations in accordance with the Pros- 
pects of Studies of the Calcutta University. 


49. ‘The first Vice-Chancellor may be appointed 


ee 


at any time after the r 
of this Act. Such appoint- 
ment shall, notwithstanding 
anything contained in sub-section (7) of section 10,: 

e by the Governor Generaf in Council for 
such term and on such conditions as he thinks 
fit. ¥ 


50, (1) At any time after the passing ‘of this 

First gppointments hot and untilsuch time as 

aul ni- 

rican aigeirsgui versity shall have been duly 
constituted — 4 


(a) the Treasurer may be apprintdd by the 
Governor of Bengal ; 


(6) any .other officers ofthe University ma: 
be appointed by the Vice-Chancellor wi 
the previous sanction of the Governor of 
Bengal ; 

(ec) teachers of the University shall be 
ngpeisinad by the Governor of Bengal 
a consideriffg the recommendations 
of an Advisory Committee consisting of 
the Vice-Chan¢ellor, the Director of 
Public Instruction, Bengal, and such 

other person or persons, if any, as the 
Governor of Bengal thinks fit to asso- 
ciate with them. 


(2) Any sgpointnent made under sub-section 
(4) shall befor suca period and on such conditions 
as thé appointing authority thinks fit : 


Provided that no such appointment shall be made 
until financial provision has been made therefor by 
the Local Government or otherwise. 


51, At any time after the passing of this Act 


Vice-Chancellor ma: 
Extraordinary powers. Ys 
of the Vice-Chancellor. With the previous approval 

of the Chancellor and ‘subject 





‘ 





Sia Tae “SCHEDULE, yaar tC The num 
Tas nae Srarorns or tun Univensiey, Cancel ander vb (a) at Sree: a 
wien * [Seb section 2 (L).] 3 pe pa eet the Chaxcellor shall, i in making 


oi such appointments, secure that, as far as ble, 
In these eaueer ‘unless there is anything») fifty see 
- y per cent. of the non-European. members f 
Definitions, 9 acorn in the subject or ee vp rata! he, Muha nindone " 
(a) “ the Act” Recap Dacca University | Court presto secaflce snantines kal: kata 
ew. Act, 1920, and “ section *? means a Fec- office for a perind of three y ears : 

cone tion of the phn and : astern honed membre lst by the Acade- 
4 ‘ officers,” + « authorities,” “ Professors,” | mic Council shal office so long only within 

- OY 4 Readers,” T ton, ” teachers,” the said period as they continue to be pom: Rs 


< : “deal at Fe xste ms and _ 8, (1) The members of sr Executive Council, 
eat Pai sx ates” mean, respec- | Gunstitution of the i addition to the Vigo= 
8 officers, authorities, Professors, | Ryoc. 1. Chancellor and the Trea- 
ers, ne geome teachers, clerical sin gue surer, shall be— 
bry Gaon, registered. graduates Class I. —Ex-officio members, 


(i) The Commissioner of the Dacea Division ; * 
(is) the Deans of the Faculties ; 
(sit) the Provosts of the Dacca, the Muham- 
. madan and the Jagannath Halls. 


Class IT.—Other members. 


‘“(év).Two non-Muhammadan members of the 
Court elected by the non-Muhammadan 
members thereof at its annual meeting : 

(v) two ho erg members of the Court 
elected by the Muhammadan members. 
thereof at its annual meeting ; and 
(vs) four persons, of whom at least two shall 
be teachers, appointed by the Chancellor : 
Provided that, so long as one-half of the 
non-European. members of the Executive 


2. (1) In addition to sora wae! mentioned i 
sub-seotion (Z) of section 16 
aamatitation tee the following persons shall 
be ea-officro members of the 

: rat iiioaely — 
(#) the members of the Executive Council of 

the Governor of Seagal 

(sé) the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Caleutta 


3 
(itt) the Commissioner, the Collector and the 
District and Sessions Judge of Dacca ; 
ieee the Director of Public Instruction in 
Bengal or the Secretary (if any) to the 
Local Government in the Department 
of Education, and the Director of 


es ee ee ee eer eee 


Public Instruction in Assam ; 
Council, as constituted under this sub- 
. ch the Director of Agriculture for Bengal; clause but excluding the Vice-Chancellor 
( hd dno ne of repr for Bengal ; and the Treasurer, are not Muham- 
» vse) the Civil Surgeon of Vavea ; madans, any person sovappointed shall be 
(vast) i, La gf pig Engineer, Eastern ‘eee sashouiasdia: ee 


(2) The Executive Council as constituted under 
(s@) the Assistant Director eh, Puiblie. ‘Inateas- sub-clause (1) shall co-opt as member one Warten. 


sa t Mobemmadan education in ‘ (8) Fanarc cr = ex-officio members shill 
old office for a of three years > , 

(¢) the ¢ Chairman of Se, Dae en Provided that members elected by any body 

pepe of peffons from among their own number shall 

(at) _ EE of Schools of -the Dacea | hold office eo long only within the said period as 


body which 
‘gu) rs Tnapctrn of Girls’ Schools for the Irie —— pe eee ee ce 
f 4, Subject to the. provisions of the Act, the 
‘wint) sae Soccer of ‘ais Xiaterstip ves the Exe.” —— Couneil — shall 
(ow) vd Librarian of the University; and =| eutive Council. have the. following powers, 
~ (we) the Principals of the Dacca Medical namely :— 
J the Sasee, Maton, the Cal- (2) to institute, at ite discretion, such Pro- 
cutta Madrassah, the Chittagong fessorships, Readerships, Isectureships, 
_» Madrassah, the Byles Madrassah, : or other teaching posts as may be pro- 
the Eden High School, the President of posed by the Atlee: Geert ; 
the Saraswat Samaj and the Principals 0) to abolish” or. suspend, after report from 
' of all educational institutions in the — the Academic Council thereon, any 
Dacca Division which prepare students Profesgorship, Readership, Lectureship, 
for admission to the degree courses of or other teaching post ; 
a University. - (@) to appoint, in accordance with the Statutes, 
(2) The number of graduates tobe elected as Tamera officers, clerical staff and 
from ely » body ee ty (a): to Egat, bject. to such conditi 
E ° 8 ‘su jec such conditions as 
shee dion chal gia an graduates y be dant by Regulations made 
elected by the Mahanadan graduates, - ar. the E xecutive Council, its power to 
‘aad Steen aball be a ors a graduates argent hepehers ofien, clerical ane 
non- masa registered ee servants to such person or authority 
gta By,.4 . f ap the Executive Council may determine ; 
BN h owier. ; _@ 2 . 
oe wat 


. 


Tl cf Je¢2, 


(¢) to manage and regulate. Mein Soke tn dcodaha sedis taartonine 
accounts, investments, te; the | Acade- ingigonent angeles 
nminsetive state winter of te Bg nc eh 

ersity, and for 
eri wach agents: bd it tney think ! ee eh a? roposus tothe! ecutive i 


, 


” to accept. bequests, donations and transfers 
of property to the University : 
Provided» that all euch bequests, 
donations and transfers sball be  report- 
« ed to the Court at its next $ 
(9) to provide the buildings, premises, furni- 
ture, apparatue, equipment and other 


means needed for carrying on the work |. 


of the University ; 

(4) after report from ; Finsace Committee 
torenter into; vary, carry out and cancel 
ria hai on behalf of the University ; 


(t) to invest ony monies : belonging to the 


University, including any unapplied in- 
come, in any of the securities described 
in section 20 of the Indian Trusts Act, 
1882, or in the purchase of immoveablé” 
property i in India, with the like power 
of bathe #5 auch, investments; or to 
place on fixed deposit in any bank 
approved in this ehalf by the Local 


vernment, any portion of such . 


monies not required for immediate ex- 
penditure. 
5. (1) The members of the Academic Council, 


in addition to the Vice- 
The Reale Oneal: on a cattne aie bes * 


Class I—Ea-officio members. ~ 
(¢) The Deans of the Faculties ; 
(i), the Librarian of the University ; 
(st) the Professors ; and 
(iv) the Provosts. 


Class I7.— Other members. 


(v) One Warden nominated by the ‘aaa 
Chancellor }.and 

vi) persons, if an exceeding ee 

4 er aru and a ta being teachers, appoint- 
ed by the Chancellor on account of 
their | —_— knowledge - in 
such subjeots of study as may be select- 
vn by the Academic Council as_consti- 

under heads (+) to (ev). 

(2) The a Council as constituted under 
sub-clause “{Z) shall co-opt ‘as _—, three 
Readers and two Lecturers. 

(3). The Academic Council as constituted under 
sub-clauses (2) and (2) shall a, as members 
teachers not « Pe ba one-tenth of its number 
as 80 constituted 

Provided that so long as one-fourth of the total 
members, including ag co-opted under 
this Seeemmeve are not. Muhammadans, any 
teacher so co-opted shall be a Muhammadan. . 

(4) Members other than ea-officio mE shall 
ati ig hi a 

Provided that 


s such shall hold office Sos 
cuneees oaders, 








tion, 


Headers’ Lena mes 
pee Witte te the 


teaching ig Toney and in 
f duties emoluments thereof ; 
(b) to on “Regulations for and to award 


accordance with such Regulation’ — 


Fellowsbips, Scholarships, Exhibitions, 
~ bursaries, medals and other rewards ; 
(e) + Sieauass cianeants ater report from the 


,@) to control and- manage tho’ University 
Library or Libraries, to frame Regula~ 
- tions regarding their use, and to appoint 
ef a Library Committee under the general ~ 
control of the Aéademic’ Council to 
manage the affairs of the ‘Library ; ¢ 
ar) to formulaté, modify or revise, subject to 
|" the controh of the Executive Council, 
schemes for the constitution of ze-consti~ 
4 tution of Faculties and for the 
ment of subjects to such Faculties ; 


(f) to assign teachers to the Faculties ; and 


(g) to promote research within the. University, ~ 
and to require reports on such research 


from the persons employed thereon, . 


7. (1) Each Faculty shall vonsist of — 
The Faculties. _ 
. (i) the Professors of the Departments com- 
prised in the Faculty; 
(#1) such teachers of subjects assigned to the 
Faculty as may ‘be uppointed tothe 
* - Faculty by the Academic Council ; 
(ti#) such teachers of subjects’ not assigned 
to the Faculty but having, in the opinion 
of the Academie Council, an important 
ting on those subjects as may be 
appointed to the Faculty hy the Acade- 
mic Council ; jand= = 
(iv) such other: persons as im, ted inted 
to the Faculty by the Reedenals Cpa. 
‘cil on account of their possessing expert 
knowledge in a subject or Masih sl 
assigned to the Faculty, 
(2) The total number of members of each 


Faculty shall not exceed in the case of the Facplties 
of Arts and Science thirty, and-in the case any 
other Faculty fifteen, except with the sanction of 
the Chancellor given on the: request of the Acade- 
mie Council. 


8. Subject to the oe of iin Act, each 
i it shail have the 


sculty 
tie Powers of the Faoul- following” i a 


Samp 
as toga Committees of. Courses ond 


(4) ws eral to the- “hebiads ‘Council; 
oo eB ter the Committees “of. 


ietiahied a pot Bra of 
tert In subjects atigne to 


8, Tha Ibe a Board’ of Coordin, 
‘uml of Goleta Chanel, who. 


thereof, Sy 
' Deans of the seca ary the Register, 





° 


e 


ae pac ae 


u Whe seed bine 1 
Cathe 













rooms, laboratusies, and other roums to the Pacul- 

10, (1) The Dean of each Paculty shall be the 

we iitishay hei wn. —s(‘(‘éRCCUtIVE Officer of the 

laid savas "Faculty, and shall preside . 

w=. at its meetings. . He shall hold office for three 
, years, Re - r 


ue ye wa » 4 , d ‘a ’ > 
; ) He shall issue the lecture lists of the Uni- 
; save the  & sapurpccads comprised in the 
Faculty, and shall. be responsible for the conduct 

‘ of-tenchiog shereins: oe Se: 


™ (8) He shall have the right to be present and 

". to speak at any meeting o: any committee of the 
Faculty, but not to yote unless he is a member of 
the committee. may : 


11, (2) The appointment of the Warden and the 
Hii snperintending staff of. a 
isi ___ Hostel shall subject to 
- the approval of the Executive Council. 
(2)"Bvery student not residing in a Mall 
or Hostel shall be attached to a Hull or Hostel 
for tatorial help and disciplinary supervision, 
and for such other purposes as muy be prescribed 
by the Ordinances, 
12. The Court may, on go rer RE - 
the Executive Council, 
Withdrawal of degrees a resolution passed with 
ws sarerey the concurrence of not 
of the members voting, 
or diploma conferred by the 


a 

less than. two-thirds 

_ withdraw any degree 
University. 

18, (2) All proposals for the conferment of 

. “ honorary degrees shall be 

Honorary dagrese, made b Academic 

Council to the Executive Council, and shall require 

the assent of the Court before submission to the 

Chancellor for confirmation : — 


Provided that in cases of urgency the Chancel- 
lor may act on the recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Council only, 


= 


2) Any hon degree conferred “by the 
Univers ; may, with the previous approval of the 
Conrt ar the sanction of the Chancellor, be with- 
drawn by the Executive Council, 
_ 44. The following persons shall, on payment 
eRe of such fees as may be pre- 
Registered gradestos: ob d by. the Ststatee’ be 
entitled to have their names enrolled in the 
register of registered graduates and to enjoy all 
the privileges of registration, namely :— 
a) for a-period of five years from the com- 
y mencement of the Actall graduates of three 
ears’ standing or upwards of any other 
Todian University incorporated by any law 
for the time being in force, who are not for 
the time being ‘Tegistered as graduates 
_ * in any sach other University, and who— 
_ (8) have studied at the Dacca College, 
ake tke J. th Co’ at Dacca, 
S or the w for at 
least two years, or at Dacca 
Training College for at least one 
_ year, and ordinarily reside in the 
Dacca or Chi Divisions of 


_~ 





and to assign lectare-_ 
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f 


oad 





(#} have graduated at any time from a y 
of the suid Colleges, ‘ 


* and apply to the University 
n 


to be granted 
ad eundem degrees of the 


iversity ; and 


(0) for a period of seven years from the com- 
mencement of the Act all Muhamma- 
dan graduates of three years’ standing 
or upwards of any Indian University 
incorporated by any law for the time 
being in’ foree, who ave not for the 
time being registered as graduates of 
* such other University, and who 
ordinarily reside in the Dacca or Chit- 
tagong Divisions of the Bengal Pre- 
sidency ; and 


(ec) all graduates of the University of three 
years’ standing and upwards. 


15. Thére shall be the following officers 
Officers. namely :— . 


(*) a Proctor for the maintenance of the 
general discipline of the University, to 
whom the Vice-Chancellor may delegate 
such of his disciplinary powers as he 
may think fit; and es 


(##) a Librarian for the University Library, 


16, (1) Subject to the provisions of clause (ce) 

5 of sub-section (1) of section 

inte of selec: 50) and of clause 17, appoint- 

° ments to Professorships and 

Readerships shall be made on the nomination of 
committees of selection constituted for the purposes 

as follows, namely :— ; 


() the Vice-Chancellor ; 


(ti) one member of the Executive Council 
lected by the Executive Council, 


(tt#)" two members of the Academic Council 
selected by the Academic Council on 
the ground of their special knowledge of, 
‘or interest in, the subject or subjects » 
with which the Professor or Reader, as 
the case may be, will-be concerned 


(iv) an officer of the Local Government 
epyointed by the Local Government ; 
es z 


. 
, 


(0) three persons (two of whom shall not be 
. Officers or teachers) appointed by the 
Chancellor ; 


J . 

Provided that, should a committee so constituted 
not include both a Hindu and a Mohammadan 
member, the Chancellor sball nominate an addi- 
tional Hindu or Mubammadan member, or both, 
as the case may be. , 


(2) Committees. of selection appointed under 
sub-clause (2) shall report to the Executive Council 
which shall, if it accepts the nomination of the 
committee, make the appointment to the post 
accordingly. Ifthe Executive Council does not 
accept the nomination of the committee, it shall 
refer the case to the reapreacey who shall make 


such appointment as he thinks fit. 
, 5 


of . 
ef 


ae 


Pre tos, 









47, (1) Of the Professoraipe not oe than one | cob momen append iy foo Chanelle 

hird on errae + f a hd Plan 

third shall be filed in one OF | (8) ‘The Executive Council shall consider the 
of selection constituted 


Coram! of selec: 
other of the followi i a 
Kingion. Ved pene, namel rr Rag ions oatsla i) “and shall, if it accepte the 
a) on the nomination of committees of selec- . ies WPA Mk Ti meet 
(a) tion constituted for the purpose in the peonynerige ot committee, aor appoint- 
United Kingdom ; or Council does’ not sar nomination rae 


(8) if, in the opinion of the Chancellor, except- : 
: ional Sronimiunie justify such oe page Sy — hyper e 
course, by appointment by the Secretary an mints a t the person nominated*by |, 
of Bighe fon Sales Stute for India, aad See snaeet 
(2) The committees of selection referred to in - H 7 PP tetas a 
rabelause (1) (e) sal be constituted as follows, Hiose focreae shall make suoh appointment a8 he 
namely :— ’ of Se Sm oe te tae 
(s) two members resident jin the United (4) Nothing in this clause shall apply toappoint 
: : salainie ments made by the Chancellor under clause (¢ 7 He 
oa 4-98 spread tes 1 | sub-section (1) of section 50. ws 
(is) two members resident in the United 18. Appointments to co posts other than 
Kingdom appointed by the Secretary of Appointment, of _ Professorships and Reader- 
State for India, one of whom shall be | Lecturers and ‘other sbipe shall, subject to the. 
an Indian Member of the Council of | teher ions 
India as constituted under the Govern- | Statutes, be made in the manner preseribed by the 


ment of India Act ; and Ordinances. 
. er 


- 





ALP. MUDDIMAN, 
Secretary to the Gove nment of India, 





VII of 1918, Ind 
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@ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, . 


' LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Act of. the Indian Legislative Council received the aseent of the Governor General 


- "Phe followi 
on the 28rd March, 1920, and is hereby promulgated for genera) information :— 


£o 


_ An Act to amend the law relating to muper-tax, id 


relating to super-tax ; It is hereby enacted as 
8 i— ; : 
1. (1) ‘This Act may be called the-Super-tax | 


Short title, extent Act, 1920; 
and commencement, 


ian Income-tax Act, 1918; and 
(8) It shall come into 
of April, 1920, , 
2. (1) In this Act, unless there is anything 


repugnant in the subject 
Definitions. or context,— 
“ rrincipal Act ’’ means the Indian Income- 
Act, 1918 ; ; 


“ super-tax ’’? means a tax imposed by this 
Act ; and 
“ unregistered firm ’’ means a firm which is not 
a registered firm. 


Save as otherwise provided in this Act, 
and expressions used herein and defined in _ 
~ the principal Act shall be deemed to have the 
meanings respectively attributed to them by that 





3. For the cage “eer ve = income 
/ shal the taxable income 
Texablerincome. computed in the manner laid 
down in Chapter I of the principal Act, subject 
to the modifications, see that the 
: to section 7, sub-section (2) section 12 
and sub-section (2) of section 14 of that Act, shall. 
have no application, and that sub-section (1) of 
section 12 shall have application only in the cases 
of unregistered firms and Hindu undivided fami- 
lies, . Yo ¢ 
4. I» addition to the tax imposed £ section i4 


of the . Act, there 
ogre ee Soe te ee 


Warrnas it is expedient to amend the law | 
| 


(2) It shall have the same extent as the | 


force on the first day 
2 


Aor No. XIX or 1920, 


and ~~ in the year beginning on the first day of 
April, 1920, and in each subsequent year— 
(a) by every individual subject to this Act, 
ty every unregistered firm and by every 
indu undivided family, a supertax 
on his or its taxable income at the ~ 
rate specified in the Schedule, and 
(4) by every company, upon the amount. b 
which its taxable abowe exceeds ditty 
thousand rupees, a super-tax at the rate 
- of one.anna in the rupee. 
5. The Collector shall assess the sum payable 
Method? of assess “ter considering the returns, 
ionat, if any, made under sections 
; 16, 17 and 28 of the prin- 
cipal Act, and the result of any inquiry made by 
him under sectio 18 of that Act, In the cases 
mentioned in sub-section (4) of that section the’ 
Collector shall make the assessment to the best of 
his judgment. 
6. Sections 19 to gel to 27, paper, IV 
: ai , sections 42 and 45 
“von of Act to 58 of the principal Act 
shall, so far as may be, apply 
in the case of super-tax as if that tax and 


_also, in the case of section 25, as if any tax due 
tax Act, 1917, wee income-tax VIII 


under the Su 
chargeable under the principal Act : 

Provided that in applying the said provisions 
the word “ prescribed ” shall-be deemed to mean 
prescribed by rules made under this Act, or by 
rules made under the principal Act and applied 
with or without modification under the provi- 
sions of this Act. : 


7. (1) The Governor General in Council may 
: Rules. make rules for ‘carrying out 
the purposes of this Act and 
may, subject to such restrictions and conditious 
as he may impose, ‘delegate to a Local Govern- 
ment the power to make such rules so far as 
regards the territories subject to that Govern- 
ment. 
(2) Any rules made under section 48 of the 
principal Act may be applied by notification in 
the Gazette of India or the local official Gazette, 


ay a | c 
eee a ae St ee Wee 
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An Act-to consolidate and amend.the law relating 
to the suspension of sentences passed by Courts- 

| martial under the Indian. Army Act, 19441, 
Wueress it is expedient to consolidate and 
amend the law mous to the Sosaninicn’ Uf 





by Courts-martial on persons subject to the 
Totigi1, dian Army Act, 1911; It is hereby enacted 
as follows :— enue’ 
o 1. This.Aot:may. be: called. the “™ Army 
. (Suspension of Sentences) 
ee kek 2080, nad” shall. be 
construed as one with the 
principal Act, 


2. In this’ Act, unless there is anything re- 
. t in the subject or 
Definitions. rer 
(a) “committed ’? means committed to prison or 
to confinement in military custody ; 
(6) we competent military authority’? means 
asuperior military authority, or any 
general or other officer not below the 
rank of field officer duly’ authorised 
by a superior military authority ; 
¢, “imprisonment” includes confinement in 
military oustody ; 


of 1911. Act, 1911; < 


portation imprisonmen heth 
originall aiid ac a alesis "oabieo’ 


y Pe 
to the principal Act, or passed by way 
of Ae commutation; and 


: . Commander-in-Chief in India or any 
na , Officer empowered under the princi 


_ 6 summary general Courts-martial. 
"8, (2D. Where # person subject to the petovipel 
ane te anh aide thos Sonim 
" 2 ing | ‘sentence, or, in 


x . 





sentences of imprisonment or transportation passed - 


(@) “principal Act ” means the Indian Army. 





(e) “sentence” means a sentence of trans- | 


(7) “ superior military authority ” means the. 


Agt to convene general Courts-martial 





‘ a ; ee eS 7 : . 
Sher jie ie ene GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ey ry ° * br te in " = 
The following Act of the Indian Legislative Council received the assent of the Governor . General 
on the 23rd March 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— ._ 
emer es Aor No. XX or 1920. 


the case of a sentence which does not require 
confirmation, the officer holding the trial or the 
President of the Court-martial when passing sen- 
tence may, notwithstanding anything in the 
principal Act, direct that such person be not 


,eommitted until the orders’of a superior milit 
| authority have been obtained, nad 


(2) A superior military authority may, in the 
case of any such offender so sentenced,— 


(2) direct that, until his orders have been 
obtained, such offender shall not be 
committed ; and ‘ 


(6) suspend the sentence whether or not the 
offender has already been committed. 


(3). Where, in accordance with any order passed 
under sub-section (2), a sentence ‘is suspended, 
the offender shall, whether he has been committed 
or not, forthwith be released. 


4, Any period during which: a sentence is 

Calculation* of under suspension shall be 
periods of sentence reckoned as part ofthe term 
under suspension. of such sentence. 


5. A superior military authority may, at any 
time whilst a sentence is 
suspended under this Act, 
order— 


Power to set aside 
ion or 
remission, 
(a) that the offender be committed to undergo 
_ the unexpired portion of the sentence, 
or 
(4) that the sentence be remitted. 


6. Where a sentence has been suspended under 

. this Act, the case may at 

Periodival review ‘of any time, and shall at inter- 

suspended sentences, of not more than four 

ih a be onege - ered by 

8 competent mili authority, and if, on any 

such wipadidastiontih sper to such authority 

that the conduct of the offender since “his convic« 

tion has been such as to justify a remission of the 

sentence, he shall, if he is not also a superior mili- 
authority, refer the case toa superior military "A 
authority. 
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qe ‘Where an offender, while a sentence oo him 

Procedure on farther is’ under 
gentence of offender Act, is sentenced for a 
ae enone eee other offence, then— 


(a) if the further sentence, is also ‘suspended 
mar this Act, the Eo sence sal run 
eoncurrently ; 


% if the further sentence is for a period of 

thre months or more and is not sus: : 

‘ der thi Ae te sem ae shal] Pe 
committed on the unex portion o 

+  previons sentence, but both sentences ~~ 


~ 


run concurrently ; and 


(c) if the further senténce is for a period of 
three months or less and is not suspended 
“under this Act, the offender shall be ‘coms 
mitted on that "sentence only, aud the pre- 
vious sentence shall (subject to any order 
which may be passed under section or 
_ section 6) continue to be suspended. 


8. The powers conferred by this Aot shall be 
in addition Bi and not in 

Sa section ation an were 
1, yeti of 1911. as to the muitiggation, — 
sion or commutation of 

sentences conferred by the principal Act, and a 
superior military authority shall, as regards 


Pp ponent that Ac be anathoriy ving 
aaomee eat ek Ak ‘ 


9. Where in addition to any other sentence 
—— as to dis- nmap ets 
awarded by 
Conrmrtiaand wach ter tne pd 
under this Act, then, : 
contained in the prineipal . Act or in any rate 
: thereunder, such dismissal shall not take 


made 
‘effect until so sa Ts by a ea aati 
a 


10, The Indian foe ical of Sen- ry of 
Repel it Aa IV of tances) Act, 1017, and thes _ 
a Indian (Suspension of xvittet | 
saiieled’s Amendment ack, 1018 r\ stir Saas "85 
an sentences whic S 
peat at the commencement of this ‘Act shall 
be deemed to have been suspended under this Act, | 
gor ha provisions of this Act shall apply accord- i 
ingly : re 
Provided that all such sentences shall, on the 
expiry of six months from the commencement of 
this Act, if still under suspension, be deemed to 4 
be remitted. ; 


* 








A. P. MUDDIMAN,.... | 
; Seeretary te the Government of India. © 
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> GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
| $ LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
‘ The following Act f th I dian Legislative Council ed th 
ae z of the Indian Legislative Council receiv e assent of the Governor General 
on the 23rd tate | 1920, and is hereby promulgated for general information :— ates 
_ Aor No, XXI or 1920. 
An Act to consolidate and amend the enactments | “twelve hundred millions” were substituted 
“amending temporarily the Indian Paper Currency | 204 Yo fol the proviso to that section were 
Act, 1910. « baa us 
’ Whereas it is expedient to consolidate and 5. Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
“for 1910, 2mend the enactments amending temporarily the | — Powor to direct that said Act, the Governor . 
Ti of 1910. Thdian Paper Currency Act, 1910; It is hereby gold and silver, held éneral in Council may, by 
enacted as follows:— ——-- the United States order in writing, direct— 
> Scene “th ~ : 
1. (2) This Act may be called the Indian | from may be doomed . 
Short title and dure- Paper Currency (Tem- | to bo part of the 
tion. penny Amendment) Act, | Paper currency reserve. « 
1920. . P i 
(2) It shall be in force up to the first day (a) that gold or silver coin or gold or silver 
of October, 1920, : bullion, held in the United States of 
“\ : a a of the Secretary of 
~Z, Section 19 of the Indian Pa Currency ~ State for India in Council, or the 
IE of 1910, of Act, 1910, Sfiaesingiine ae General in Council, shall be 
bs sent a 11 of selterbdibe ad the eal Act) Seemed to be part of ‘the reserve 
“1910. shall be construed as if referred to in section 19 of the said 
after the words “the Governor Geferal in| . Acts or 
a Councit’’ in that section the words “ including ~ “ : : 
any gold coin or bullion, held on behalf of the 6) that gold or silver coin or gold or silver 
~. Governor General in_ Council by or under the bullion, in course of transmission 
control of the Government of any part of His from the United States of America, 
Majesty’s dominions for coinage or such other — is at the ga qurerergcar of such 
” inserted. osmission or at an riod there- 
ry ere tT after held ‘on behalf “of the 
: 4 ; . of State India in Council or the 
3, Section 9). of emi? Act, or base nonin ad Governor odie in Council for trans- 
Amendment | mission to India shall, during the period 
‘ ton, 31, Ast “IN of | Secre a where they last it in oo held, bo. deemed tobe «part 
ccour in that section, the onlin “aa ter ‘Alen of the reserve referred to in section 19 
Government of any part of His Majesty's domin- SNL Res 
ions or from overnmen' clue Se eat tg A Ad 
‘eroar General in Council” wore inserted. G. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
sea eangee F i eh yy alipe mop ye Dane Diem 
x = _4, Section 22 of the said Act shall be construed | securities created tities created by Gov- 
Paget eves Amendment of seer. ** if for the words “one seis e of I ernment of India and issued 
on 88, het TEof “hundred and forty millions” | (* serve Provided for to the Head Commissioner 
Ee kas eSNG j in that section, the words © of Paper Currency shall, for 
MS Stl ‘ d ° 
wha iis r : 
gears 
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PART VI. 


~ Bills introduced in the Indian Legislative Councll, Reports of Select Committees presented to  thq- 
~~ Goumell and Bills published under Rule 28 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


1$20.— 


The following Bill was introduced in the Indian Legislative Council on’ the 18th February 


No. 6 oF 1920. , 


ABill to deolare that the members of the Cutehi | matters should be placed beyond dispuie; It is 


Memon communsty are subject to Muhammadan 


Law. 

Wrunrngs there is in the Presidency of Bombay 
and elsewhere a class of persons known as Cutchi 
3 and questions have from time to time 
arisen as to the Law by which such persons are 
in matters of succession and inheritance governed ; 


hereby enacted as follows : — 
1, This Act may be called the Catchi Memons 
Short title, Act, 1920, 
2 It is hereby declared that the Cutchi 
Lew .-appliteble 40 Memones residing in. the 


i, Memons. Bombay Presidency and 
eleswhere are governed by 


Axp Wuersas the Cutchi Memons consider | ti Mubammadan Lew of the Hanafi School ; and 
that Law shall, notwithstanding any custom to 


_ that they are or desire that 
: mattere by the 
of the Hanafi School ; r 
Any Wusrvas it is expedient that the 
eability, of that Law to such persons in 


ro Roem be govern- 


ci 


uhammadun Law” 
-in each. part of 


( 1°). 


the contrary, apply to them and their 

ritish India in all matters 3 
succession and inheritance to the same extent as it 
applies to other Muhammadans in that part. 


-_ 


\ 
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Realising this grievance ofthe Gutehi Memons a Bill was brought in by Mr. Justice 
Amir Ali aboutethe end of 1885. That Bill intended to make it issive’ to the members. 


of the Cutehi Memon community to detlare: themselves subjéct to Mubammaday Law. The 


Bill provided for such « declaration to be made in a prescribed form, By. reasop of certain 
. difference of opinion as to its provisions the,Bill was not proceeded with, ' 
In the year 1896, another Bill was subrnitted tothe Imperial Legislative Council: * 
That. Bill was drafted on practically the same lines as the Bilkof 1885. ‘The Government of 
India would’ appear to‘have been still of opinion that it would not be right to accept such a 
measure unless it were shown to be in accordance with ‘the wishes of the entire community. 
The Bill was referred to a Select Committee. The Committee made its report on the Bill 
and the matter was allowed to rest there, and as no motion with respect to the Bill was made 


order of the President under rule 43 ofthe Rules for the conduct of Legislative Business. 
From @he manner in which the Cutchi Memons have been agteting Se question in 


their community it would appear that they are unanimous that they should be governed in 
all partioalars by Muhammadan Taw of the Hanafi School. : 
EBRAHIM HAROON JAFFER,” 
Additional Member. 
Sosa Denn: \ o 
“Phe 9th Februory, 1920. | 
A.P. MUDDIMAN, 


‘ <- 
Secretary tothe Government of India,» 
‘ Fs é x . 
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The following Bill was iutroduced in the Indign Legislative Council on the 11th March 1920 ai 


r « ,- No. 15 


A Bill further to amend the Lepers Act, 1898. 


Wirervas it is expedient further to amend the 
Lepers Act, 1898; It is hereby epacted x6 
follows :— : 

1, This Act may be called the Lepers (Amend- 

Short title. ment) Act, 1920. 


2. In sub-section Ad of tien Re the 

epers Act, 1898 nerein= 

a; pestertt nee after referred to as the said 

3 £ Act), the words “ and may 

in like manner amend or cancel any such notifica- 
tion” shall be omitted. 

3. In clause (J) of section 2 of the said Act, 

the words “in whom the 


process: of ulceration has 


Amenattl of 1808. 
mer ae ~~ commenced” shall be 


~ omitted. 


* section for section 8, 


Poe. > 


4. For section 8 of the said Act, the ae 
Substitution of new Section shall be subgtituted, 
namely :— 
Aot Lil of 1898. ; 

“3. The Local Government may, 
leper tion in 


Local Gov- 


by notifica- 
the official 


any 


a leper asylum if it is satisfied that 


oF 1920. , Ri 


| 
| 


Oe a oe 


adequate arrangements have been made * 
or will be unade for the accommodation 
and medical treatment of lepers therein, 
and ot by a like notification, specify 
the local areas from which lepers may 
be sent to such asy!uin. ” 


5. In section 6 of the said Act— 


Amendrent of seo- 
tion 6, Act III of 1898, 

(a) in sub-section (7) after the words “uny 
police-ufficer ”” the words “ or any other person 
specially empowered .by the Local Government 
by. order in writing in this bebalf ’’ shall be insert- 


; and f 

() in sub-section (2) after the wofds “Such 
lg ”’ the words “ or other person ’”’ shall 
inserted, : : 


a 
6. Insection 12 of the said Act, for the words 
Amendment of sec- “ by any police-officer with- 
tion 12, Act Ill of outa warrant,”’ the words 
tt a we ie ama a warrant Wy apy 
ice-officer or by any other pergon specially em- 
ea ered by the at Government ge in 
writing in this behalf ”” shall be substituted, 


te 





